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IMMAYUM ITEJIK

1

Bonswag 6ypsa B rog KoGonpaa npuinia nosgHo, MHOIO
no3xe oOB[YHOIO BpeMEHH, Koraa eé oxuaaad. M sto 6puto
TOJILKO 4acThIO TOTO 371a, KOTOPOE HaBJIEKIH Ha DCTKApII €ro
XpaHUTEILHUIIBI, KOTAAa cOOpaIN BeJIMJYailINe CIIBI, HCKOPE-
XKUBIME ¥ pa3pyLIMBIUIME FOpbl, HAMEPTBO 3ae4aTaB IIPOXOIbI,
yepe3 KOTOpHIE MOIJIO IIPOM30iiTH BropxXeHne Kapcrena.

PanHOK okazajics Oe3zamiMTHEIM nepex Oypeii. Tosbko
npopoyeckuifi coH Myapoit XeHummHnl — WHreapHel —
TIO3BOJIWI BOBpPEMsSI YBECTHM XCGHILIMH M JeTeii Ha BBICOTHI,
OTKY/Zla OHH CO CTPaXOM CMOTpEJIH, KaK Mope 00pyliBaeTcs Ha
cyury. Boaa noaHsiach Tak BBICOKO, YTO BOJIHBI KHIIENTH Y
caMbix 3MenHbIXx KamHeit Ha xonmax. JIuinb elné BhIle, y
ckanbl Topa, CMOINIH cripATaThCs OeXeHIIbl, KOTOphIE TeTeph,
TIOYTH Tepsii CO3HaHHUEe OT yXaca, OXMIAIN HEMHHYEeMOIO
KOHIIA.

KTo Mor HamesThcs Temepb Ha BO3BpallleHUE pHIOadLeEro
¢roTa, TONBLKO BYepa BellIegLIero B Mope? BepHyrcsi pa3Be 9To
O6JIOMKH, MTPYIUKH LUITOPMOBBIX BOJIH.

A Ha OGepery ocTraBajlach TOJNBKO IOPCTKA CTapUKOB H
MaJIbYHLIEK Aa OOWH WIH ABa TAaKMX KakK XepapeK, XpOMOHO-
THii, OepeBeHcKuii Ky3Hel. IlotomMy uyro PaHHOK cuibHO
obeqHen MyXYMHaMH, KaK H BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM, C TeX IOpP KaK
BOiIfHA Hayasa oIryctolath DcTKapn. C ceBepa rposwin AmH-
30H, AcTpeb, TOTOBLIi COpPBAThCA C HACECTA M YCTPEMHUTLCH Ha
no6bray; Ha lore xunea u Oypaun Kapcren, xak 6yaro 3a
PYXHYBLUIMMH FOpaMM €l COXpPaHSIOCh YTO-TO XHBOE.

MyX4yuHBbI, BHICTYTIMBLINE BMECTE C TIOrPaHMYHMUKAMH JIOP-
na Cumona Tperapta uiaM clayXuBLIME INOJ 3HaMEHAMH
KoJayHuii u3 OcTkapna, rae oHu? CeMbH AaBHO OTYAsUIUCh H
nepecTany ux xaate. C Toro BpeMeHH, KakK crapuk Habop (a
eMy yXe IepeBajlIlIo 3a COTHIO) ObUT MOJION M 3€JIEH, B 3TOH
3emsie He ObUIO MHpa.
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Onnako nMeHHOo Ha6Gop, npeononeBas cwiy BeTpa, BMecTe
¢ HureapHoit B3o6pasnicsa Ha ckamy Topa; OHH CTOSUIM TaM,
MpIXABIINCH TUIeYoM K Twiedyy. M oH, M OHa c TpeBoroi
cMoTpey Ha Mope. CTapuK He Bepwt, 4yTo IHrBapHa eg xaér
BO3BpaleHUA GJIOTWINH, XOTS U 3HAI, YTO OHA MOXET Ipel-
BUAETH Oynyiee.

BecnopsanoyHo B3AbIMaBIIMECS BOJHB THTaHTCKUMU
KynaxamM 0w no ckanaM. HaGop yBuaen xopa6ab, mogHu-
MaBLIMiicS M NMaaBIIHif B BOAY COBCEM OJIM3KO OT yXacHBIX
K1eIKOB 3Mest. Ho BOT orpoMHbIii Basl IepeHEC ero yepe3 3T
CTpalllHbleé CKAJhl HAa OTHOCHUTENLHO CIOKOHHYIO BOLYy 3a
HuMH. HaGop B3noxHyn 00J1erY€ HHO, KaK MOPSIK, YBHIEBIIMH
Yy[0: XHW3Hb ObUIa BhIXBayeHa NMPSMO M3 KIBIKOB cMepTH. K
ToMy Xe PaHHOK o6/afaeT MpaBOM Ha OCTaHKHM Kopabiekpy-
weHus. Y ecin Kopadiib IpoJie pXXUTCA, €ro rpy3 NPHHALIEXKHUT
TOMy, KTO CyMeeT JOCTaBHTh ero Ha 6eper. CrapuK yxe
TIOBEPHYJICSA, YTOOBI OTBHICKATh XepApeKa M OCTAJIbHBIX M
nociaTh MX 3a 1o6rrueid, korga MHrBapHa noBepHysa rojoBy
M CKBO3b AOXIb IOCMOTpEJIa eMY B IVIa3a. B e€ npucrabHOM
B3IVISAe CKBO3WIO NpeRyTpexXiacHue.

— KT0-TO IIpuXOAMT...

OH BHUzeN, KaK IryObl €€ NMPOU3HECTH 3TO CJIOBa, HO Trojloca
3a pEBOM BETpPa U BOJIH HE CJIbILIA. ‘

H B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3najics CTPalIHBI IT'POXOT, NEPEKPHIB-
IWHNHA gaxe ygapbl rpoma. HesnakoMblif KopaGinp H36exan
rHOeIM Ha cKajlaX, HO Telepb ero BBIOpOCIIO Ha Geper, M
npuboit OLICTPO MOIAMEIBAJI €TO.

K HabmonaTenaM, xpoMas, nprucoeAuHWwiIca Xepapex.

— Bro pelinep, — BHIKDHKHYJI OH B IIPOMEXYTKE MeXIY
nopeiBaMu BeTpa. — HaBepHoe, KT0-TO M3 MOpPCKHMX cobak
Anu30Ha, — M IUTIOHYJI B HalpaBIeHHH KopIyca Kopabi.

HMHreapHa yXe HampamBlIsUiach K Gepery, Xak 6yaro eé
BJIEKIIO TyAa YTO-TO OYEHb BaXHOe. XepApeK Npeaynpexnaio-
1e KpMKHYN, HO OHAa JaXe He IOBepHY/Aa TojoBhl. I'poMko
TIPOXJIMHAs INTYIIOCTh BCeX XEHIUH — BIPOYEM, B cieaylolee
MTHOBEHHME Ky3Hell NoHaaesuics, yTo Mynpas XKeHiuHa ero
He cibllana, — XepapeK MOCASNOBal 3a HEIO, a 33 HUM
noGexanm JBoe €ro peGAT.
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Korna onn no6panuchk Ao Gepera, Oyps Hadana CTHMXAaThb.
BosHBI MoyTH LEIUKOM 3abpocanu pa3buTrlii Kopabnbs Bono-
pocisiMu. Xepapek o6Bs3aics NIpoYyHOH BepEBKOI, MpuKa3aj
KpenkKo JAepXaTb €€ W ABHHYJCS B npudoit. C moMoiusio
CBHCaBLINX OOPBIBKOB BaHT M COPBAaHHBIX BETPOM MapycoB OH
3a6pajics Ha GopT.

TaMm oH yBUIEN IVIOTHO 3aKPBITHIH M NepeBsI3aHHbIN BEPEB-
KaMu JoK. Ky3Hen foctan Hox U paspe3an BepEBKMU.

— B! — royoc ero ryJIko oTo3pajic B TEMHOTE BHU3Y —
Ectb Tam kT0?

B oTBeT pa3naiics TOHKMii KpHK, CJIOBHO €My OTKIMKHY/IAach
MopcKag ITTULIa, KoTopasi HaJl CTHXAaIOLMUM MOPEM OXOTHUTCH 3a
no6bryeii 6ypu. Ho oH peiw, 9To 310 He nruia. OcTopoxXHoO,
obeperas 6071bHY10 HOTY, Ky3HELl CITYCTWICS B BOHIOUHIA TPIOM.
To, ¥TO0 OH yBHIEJ, BHI3BAJIO Y HETO TOLIHOTY M THEB NPOTHB
TeX, KTO Biajen KopabnéM. CyaHO oKa3ajloch IepeBO3YHKOM
paboB. Kurenn PaHHOKa © TaKuX CJABIIAIH, OHH TOPIYIOT
XXUBBIM TOBapOM.

OmHako U3 BCEero rpysa BBDKIWUI TOJNBKO ONHWH 4YenoBeK. U
Xepapex BrIHEC €€ M3 yXaca 3TOH TIOpbMBI. D10 ObUIa MaJIeHb-
Kasi JeBoYykKa, Xyaasl, ¢ KOoXei, oOTArmBalolleii KOCTH, C
OTPOMHBIMH TJIa3aMH, CEpPHIMM M HeBUASLIUMH. MHreapHa
3a0bpajia IeBOYKY Y Ky3Hella, CJIOBHO MMeJia Ha 3TO NpaBo, H
3aBepHYyJa Tolllee TeJIO B CBOI TEIUIBIH IUtaml.

Kurenu PaHHOKa Tak HMKOTAA H HE Y3HaIM, OTKyAa ObLia
ponoM [aiipuH. To, 4To paGoToproBubl rpabuiIy rae NpuIETC
7o BceMy Nobepexblo, He O6bU10 TaitHoi. K ToMy Xe Xureau
JiepeBHH BCKOpe OOHapYXIUIH, YTO JeBoYyKa ciiena. rupapHa,
Mynpas XKeHiunHa, HCKYLLIEHHAs B JIEKAPDCTBEHHBIX TpaBaxX M
3aroBopax, yMemolasl BIIpaB/ISITh KOCTH U 3aJIeYUBaThb PaHBI,
TIeYyaJbHO TOoKayajia roJIoBOi Mocjie 3TOT0 OTKPHITHA M CKa3a-
Jla YTO CJIeTNoTa ACBOYKM HE OT TEeJECHOIO IOBpEeXIECHMH.
JlookHO ObITh, JEeBOYKA YBHIEJA YTO-TO HACTOJILKO yXacHOE,
YTO €€ MO3T BOOOIllE OTKA3aJICs] CMOTPETb.

JleBouxke ObLLIO JIET IIeCcTh-ceMb, HO Nap pedyH, Kas3aJoch,
TOXE IOKHMHYN pe6EHKA, M YYacThIO €€ OCTaBaJCsS TOJNbKO
ctpax. XeHmuHbB PaHHOKa NBITAJIMCH YTEUINTh €€, HO B
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IIyOHMHe OYLIH XOTeNlIH, YTo6rl OHA ocTaBasiack ¢ MHrBapHoi;
BIIPOYEM, OHH CUMTAJIM, YTO Ta JOBOJILHO CTPAHHO o6pauiaeT-
ca ¢ gesouykoi. IlotoMy yto Myapas XKeHLIMHa HUKaK He
nbiTanack o6JerduTh XHU3Hb pe6éHka. Hanporus, c camoro
Hayaja oHa obpalanach C MOPCKHMM Haiii€HbILIEM HE KakK C
KaJIeKOi — TeJIOM WM IYLIOH, a KaK ¢ lepeBEHCKOM IeBOYKOH,
KOTOpYIO BhIOpasia ceGe B YU€HMIIBI, M 1IKOJIA 3TOH JeBOoYKe
npeacTosyia BecbMa TpyaHas. )

Kusus B 31 roasl B PanHoke 6bu1a TsxéEnoi. Ilonouna
doTWINM TaK M He BepHyJIach B MOCENOK M3 nactu 6ypu. He
TIOABIAUINCh M Oeperopbie ToproBunl. Hactymwia TpyaHas
3uma. Ho uMeHHO B 310 BpeMms: JlaiipuH BrepBhle NoKa3saja
CBOE MCKyccTBo. XOTA MIa3a €€ M He BHIEIH, YTO JejaloT
nmaJjblibl, HO OHa YMHWIA prIGallKie CETH C TaKHM MacTepcT-
BOM, YTO TOMY M3YMJLUIMCh AaXe ONBITHBIC XKEHLUINHBI.

Ha cneayiounyio BecHy, KOrga XXUTeJIM AEPEBHU CPe3au
1Iapsl JIOKyTa, YTOOBI BLICBOOOAMTb CEMEHA MIJIs IIOCaAKH,
Jaiipyd 3aMHTepecoBajach I1IEIKOBUCTHIMH BHYTPEHHHMH
BOJIOKHAaMH, OHa JIOBKO CIUleTalla ¥ pacIuleTala ux. MHresapHa
U XepapeK H3IOTOBWIM MaJleHbKOE BEPETEHO M IIOKa3aIH
pebEHKY, KaK UM paboTaTs.

N [JaiipyH Ha yauBIeHHe XOPOLIO UM BOCIOb3oBanach. E€
MaJIeHbKHE ITHYbH MNaJbYUKHA TAHYJIM HHUTh TOHbIUE, YeM
_ yaaBaJoCh APYTHM, H HUKOIIA He aenanu y3iaoB. Ho nesouka
BCeria Ka3ajach HeJOBOJIbHOM, CTPEMSACH CAENATh CBOIO TKAHD
ell€ ToHblIe, el U3dlIHee. ,

Myzpas XKeHILMHa y4rIa CBOIO IPHEMHYIO Z04b H MHOTOMY
OpYyroMy, y4iula IIOJIb30BaThCci NMaJbLIAMM U OOOHSHHEM B
oropoze TpaB. JlaiipuH Jierko ycBauBajia 3aroBOpsl — HeMaJio-
BaXHYIO YacTb 3HaHUH Myapoi ZKeH1LIUHEI. YcBauBaia O4¢Hb
ObICTPO, U BCcerna B Hell OlIyLIaIoCh KAKOe-TO HETepIieHHe. A
KOTJa leBoYKa JoIycKajla OLIMMOKH, TO OYEeHb CepAIach Ha
ce6s1. U 6onbiue Bcero cepawiace, KOLIa MCIBITHBaAIA OTPE6-
HOCTb B KAKOM-HHMOYAb OpPYyAHM WIM MHCTPYMEHTE, KOTOpBIi
He MOIJIa OIIUCAaTh.

Kak-To pa3 HrBapHa npuiivia neperoBOpHTb ¢ XepApeKoM
(OoH K 3TOMY BpeMEHH CTaJl CTapeHILUMHOM JePEBHH) H 3a0yM-
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YYBO CKA3aJia, YTo, BO3MOXHO, HCKyccTBO Myapoii 2Ke HLITUHbI
MOXeT BOCCTAaHOBHTH yTpadeHHylo namsarth [laiipun. Korma
Ky3Hell CTIPOCHI, TTIoYeMy OHa He ToBopuia o6 3ToM paHslile,
HMHreapHa cepb€3HO OTBETHIA:

— DT10T pe6EHOK He Halllel KpOBH, OHa GbUIa IUICHHULIEH
MopcKux cobak. MMeeM 1M MBI npaBo BO3BpallaTh €if yXKachl
npouuioro? Moxer, I'yHHOpa, MOKpOBHTEIbHHIIA BCEX XEH-
1IMH, M3 XaJOCTH OTHSAIA y He€ MaMATh. A €CliM Tak...

Xepapexk NpUKYCHWI NaJiell, IAas Ha Jaiipul, paGoTaBLIyio
y TKALIKOTO CTaHKA, KOTOPBIH AJi He€ INOCTPOWIH IO €TI0 Xe
IIpHKa3y; BpeMs OT BpeMEHM JEeBOYKA pPa3fApaXEéHHO XJIonaia
no cTaHKY pykoit. Kaszanoch, oHa xoTesa nepeaesaTh CTAaHOK,
M3MEHHTD TSIXENbIE AepeBAHHBIE AETATH, YTOObI OHM JIy4lle

CIYXWIH €H.
— MHe KaxeTcs, oHa CO BpeMeHeM CTaHOBUTCS Bcé GoJiee
H Oojlee HECYaCTHOH, — MEOJIEHHO CcOIJlacWicsl OH. — A

BHayaJle Ka3ajiach BIIOJIHE JOBOJbHOI. Teneps Xxe oHa HHOTIa
BeIET cebs TaK, KaK CHeXHasl KOLIKa B 3anagHe. MHe 3To He
HpaBUTCA.

Mynpas XeHlMHa KMBHY/A.

— BepHo. I[Io-MoeMy, 3TO npaBWIbHBII BHIGOD.

HMHreapHa nojouuia K JeBo4yKe, B3sUla e€ 3a DyKH, NOBep-
HyJIa M IOCMOTpeJIa PsAMO B HeBUAs1IMe Ma3a. Korna xeHinuHa
TNPUKOCHYJIach K Hei, IeBoYKa 3acTblia. '

— OcTtaBb Hac, — ckazana Mynpas XKeHIMHa Ky3Hely.

B ToT Xe Beuep, korga Xepapek paboTan y CBOero ropsa,
JaitpyH mpuimia Ha cBeT ero orHs. He kxoneGnsic, oHa
HamnpaBWIach NPSIMO K Ky3Helly. Y J€BOYKH ObUT OCTPHIH CIIyX,
M OHA 4YacTo yAWBISUIA XUTeJlel NepeBHM, OOHapyXuBas HX
npucyrcTere. Ho Tenepb oHa NpOTAHYNA K Ky3HELly PYKH, KaK
K I06MMoMYy oTiry. Yl OH NOHSLI, YTo BCE€ B NOPSAAKe, HECMOTPA
Ha SIBHO TATOTHUBILNYIO €€ CJIETIOTY.

K cepenmHe seTa, Koraa OTLBEIH JIOKYTH M OCBINAJINCH UX
uBeTsl, JlalipuH yacTo yxoAwia B IOJIs, JIACKOBO IIpPUKacasich
najnsliaMy K HabyxaBLiyM wiapaM. MHora oHa nesa crpaHHbIe
TIIECHH Ha YYXOM f3bIKE, CJIIOBHO pPacTEeHUsl — 3TO HETH
(BHaYaJie pOCTOM €ii 110 KOJIEHO, IOTOM — I10 TUIeY0), KOTOPEIX
HYXHO 3a0aB/ISTh H O KOTOPLIX HY:XHO 3a00THThCA.
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Xepapek, cnenys yKa3aHHsIM J€BOYKH, H3IMEHWI YCTPOHCT-
BO €€ cTaHKa. A oT UHIBapHBI OHa y3HaBajla TallHBI Kpacok, Aa
M caMa ¢ HUMH 4acTo 3KCIIEpPMMEHTHpOBaNa. Y He€ He Obulo
HacTOSAIIMX Apy3ei cpely HEMHOTMX OeTel yMHpawoeH ae-
peBHH. BHavasle moToMy, YTO OHa NMOYTH HE BLIXOAWIA OIHA,
6e3 MHrBapHBI, a AeTH mobauBaaucs Myapoii XKeHmuHb. A
TIOTOM M3-3a CBOMX CTPaHHLIX IIOCTYIIKOB: OHA Ka3ajach o4eHb
cephE3HOM M B3POCIIOHN I CBOMX JIET.

Tonrko Ha IIecTOM roj mocjie €€ MOMBIEHHA K Oepery
HPHUCTAJ KOpabJib caIKapoB — HEPBOE YyXoe CyAHO IOCJIe TOTO
xopabnexpywenns. 1 xkanutaH KopaGnisi NpHHEC BECTh, YTO
BOMHa HaKOHeLl 3aKOHYMWIACh.

ITopaxeHue 3aXBaTYMKOB M3 KapcTeHa, KoTopbIe TaK HCTO-
1IWIHM CHIBI NPABUTENLHHUL DcTKapna, 6sU10 noiHbIM. Teneps
rJIaBHOKOMaHayloluM apMuii Dctkapna cran Kopuc us I'op-
Ma, TOTOMY YTO MHOTHE KOJIIyHbH NOri6/mM B 60pnbe ¢ BparoM.
Ho Mup Bc€ Xe He BepHYJIcI Ha YTOMJIEHHYIO BOITHOI 3eMTIo.
Mopckue co6akyl NOTy4WIH MOJKPEIUIEHNe OT OCTaTKOB pa3-
6uroro ¢nora KapcreHa. U kak Bcerna Bo BpeME€Ha CMYTHI,
MHOTHE IpyTHe BOJTYbU I'OJIOBBI, HE 3HAKOLINE HU POAUHEI, HU
BEPHOCTH, KAK MOIIM onycTolIayi 3eMiaud. CHibl KanuTaH-
reHepaya Kopuca rITamch 3allidTUTh TPaHULIEL, HO CTIDABHTLCS
C MEIKMMHU HEeOXWIAaHHBIMHM HallaeHHSAMM, KOTAa HamnaaaB-
1IIMe TaK Xe CTPEMHTEJIbHO YXOAWWIM, 3alUTHUKN HMKAK He
MOTJIH.

Ha xanuraHa cankapckoro xopabis npoussena 6osbliuoe
BrieYaTJIeHHEe cOTKaHHafA JaiipyH TKaHb, M OH IIPEIJIOXKIUL
HHreapHe ropa3no OoJblIYIO IUIATY, YeM MOXHO ObUIO OXH-
IaTh B 3Toi 3a0ObITOi BceMH AepeBHe. JleBouka ero oyeHb
3aMHTEPECOBAJIa, U OH TMbITAJICA pa3TOBapMBaTh C HEIO Ha
HEeCKONbKUX si3blKax. Ho oHa oTBeyana ToibKO Ha A3bIKe
OcTKapma, cKa3aB, YTO JPYTUX He 3HaeT.

B pasroBope ¢ MHrBapHoii KanutaH cKa3aj, YTo BCTpeyal
TIOXOXHX Ha He€ JIloAeil B CBOMX CTPAHCTBHSAX, HO HE IOMHHT
rae. M oH cuyTan, YTo OHa HEe MPOCTOro poja.

I'op ciiyctst MHIrBapHa nepenaia Bce cBoM 3HaHMS Mynpoit
ZKeHIUMHBI MOPCKOMY HaiAEHBILIY.
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Huxkro He 3Hai, ckonpko netr FIHrBapHe, NOTOMy YTO OHa
He NPOSRJISIa HUKAKUX TPU3HAKOB CTAPOCTH, KaK H BCE T€, KTO
3HaeT CBOMcTBa TpaB M JiekapcTB. Ho ObUTO mpaspoii, 4to
Ternepb OHA XOAWIa MeUIcHHee M OoJblile He CTPaHCTBOBAIA
OfIHa B ITIOUCKaX MeCT CWIkI, a OpaJia ¢ coboit Haiipun. Hukro
He 3HaJI, YTO OHH JAeJIajI4 BIBOEM, IIOTOMY YTO KTO Xe pellNTCsS
MoACMaTPHUBaTh 33 -XEHUIHHON C KOJAOBCKHUM Japom?

B TOT HeHb HECKOJIBKO phIGaYbMX JIOOOK YIUIH B MOpE A0
paccBeta. HakanyHe Houblo Mynpas XKeHinuHa BMecTe cO
CcBO€il BOCTIMTAHHHUIICH YUIUIH B ITyOb CYLIM, YTOOBI HABECTUTD
HeKoe o4eHb JipeBHee MecTo. MHIrBapHa pa3Besia TaM KOCTED,
KOTOPEBI TOpeJl He eCTeCTBEHHBIM KpPacHBIM IUIAMEHEM, a
ckopee roayoniM. B 3TO TUIaMsa oHa Opocajla MaleHbKHUE
IUIOTHO NIepeBsI3aHHbIE ITYYKH TPaB, TAK YTO BBEPX IIOAHUMAI-
cs apoMaTHbIN abIM. Ho cMoTpena Myapas XKeHInMHA He Ha
OIOHb, a Ha CTOSBUIMI Iepel HUM KaMEHb — KaMeEHb C
IJIaAKoM, KAK CTEKIIO, NOBEPXHOCTBIO 1IBETA JIE3BUS Meyva.

JaiipuH crosuia 4yTh no3agu Myzapoii XKeHiuuuHbl. XoTd Bce
3T roabl MHrBapHa yywna e€, Kak Bo3MellaTb APYTHMH
YyBCTBaMH HCUYE3HYBLIEe 3peHUE, H TeNepb NaTbLbI €€ CTOWIH
IECATH IIa3, HO3PH MOTJIM YJIOBHTH 3aIaXH, a YLUIH — 3BYKH,
KOTOPBIX HE YyBCTBOBaJI OOBIMHBIM YeJIOBEK, OMHAKO B TaKHe
MUHYTBI JeBYLIKa X0oTeJIa ObITh TAKOM Xe, KaK Bce, HCIIBIThIBAA
olllylileHMe OFPOMHOM TIOTE€pM; CNE3BI BHICTYHAIM y He€ Ha
IIa3ax U MeAJIeHHO TeKJIM Io 1ekaM. MHrBapHa MHoro aana
eil, Ho Bcé Xe OHa He TaKad, KaK ocTalbHble. VI HMHorma
OJIMHOYECTBO OKYTHIBAJIO €€, CJIOBHO TSDKENbIH IU1awl. JleByu-
Ka TOYyBCTBOBala, 4To VIHrBapHa 3aMBiCIWIa KaKylo-TO
nepeMeHy. Ho He Hanesuiach, KOHEYHO, YTO CMOXET BHAETD,
KaK OCTJILHBIE.

Ona sicHo ciblliana neHue Myapoii XKeHuHb. ApoMar
ropsIMX TPaB 3aNoJHIWI €€ HO3[PH, U €ii 3aX0TeJIOCh NIOTHYTh
cBeXero Bo3ayxa. IToToM mocienoBan mpuka3s, He MPOM3He-
CEHHBIH BCITYX M He NIepeJaHHbIi NIPUKOCHOBEHHEM K DYKE WIH
wieyy. Ilpuka3 oHa yciblllajla MO3IOM W IOlLUIa Brepén,
BLITSIHYB PYKM, ITOKA J€CSTD MNajiblleB He NMPIDKAINCH K ApoXa-
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meii moBepxHocTH KamHsA. TEIUIOi, maxe ropsyeil, Tak 4To
e1Ba HE CXXMTajlo KOXy, a 61eHHe KaMHs COBMajiaso ¢ GUeHHEM
cepaua Aesywikd. Ho Jaiipun crosna HENOABIKHO, a rojoc
Mynpoii JKeH1uHbI cTaHOBWICA clabee, Kak OyATo AeBylIKa
OTHAIWIACh B NMIPOCTPAHCTBE OT CBOEH NPHEMHOM MaTepH.

OHa NOYYBCTBOBaJa NOTOK 3HEPIWH, MAYIIMH OT 3TOH
NMOBEPXHOCTH; TEIUIO PACTEKANOCh MO €€ NajblaM, JAJOHM,
pyxam. Ewé crmabee capuaincs ronoc MHreapHbl, pagu Heé
B3BIBAIONIEN K CTPAHHBIM IOJTY3aOBITEIM CHIaM.

" Terwo nocTeneHHO OTCTyNas0. JleBylika He MOIvIa CKa3aTh,
IONTO M TaK mpocTtostia. Ho HacTymwl MOMEHT, Koraa pykKu
€€ ynajH, CJIMIIKOM OTsDKeJeBluHe, YTobhl OHa MoIjia CHOBa
TIOAHSTH UX.

— Yo chenaHo, TO clejaHO, — roinoc MHrBapHbl Toxe
3By4as TsLkesno. — BceM, 4eM MorJia, s moaenwiach ¢ To60MH.
Tsl cena, oMHAKO Teleph obsagaeillb 3peHUEM, KAKOTO HET y
oberyHBIX mogeit. [lonn3yiica UM xopoiuo.

C TOro QHMA CTAJIO U3BECTHO, 4YTO JlaiipHH NeiCTBUTENLHO
MOXET «BHAETb» pykKaMH. OHa Momja B3ATh B PYKM Belllb M
pacckasaTh, KTO e€ M3roToBWI U Koraa. Eciv eit naBany B pyku
KJIOYOK UIEPCTH TOHKOPYHHOI# OBLIbI, OHa FOBOpMIA BCTPEBO-
XEHHOMY BJIalleblly, e OpoAMT MoTepsiBlieecs XKUBOTHOE.

Ho oguuM npeasuseHueM, caelaHHLIM CIydailHO, OHa HH
C KeM He nofenwiach. Bo Bpems TaHLia Ha pa3gHUKE Ypoxas
JlalipyH B3sla 32 pyKy MaJICHbKY10 XaJIby, HO TyT Xe€ BBIITyC-
TIWIAa TOHKHWE NaTbYMUKH AEBOYKH, CO cile3aMH ybexasna B 1OM
HHrBapHBI M TaM crpsTanack. A depe3 Mecsi Xanbaa yMepia
oT amxopagku. C Tex mop OeByUIKA peKO U CO CTPaxoM
NOJb30BAJIACH 3TUM CBOMM JapOM.

B rog Yepssa, xorga JlaiipyH npeBpaTiiack B MOJIOAYIO
XeHUIMHY, BHe3anmHo yMepna UHrBapHa. Kak OyaTo npeasuas
Apyroii BO3MOXHBIIN HCXOM, OHa IpU3BaJa K cebe cMepTh, KaK
TIPHU3BIBAIOT CJIYTY JUIS1 UCIIOJIHEHUS NPHKa3a.

U xorsa JatipuH He 6bu1a Myapoii 2KeH1IHMHOI, OHa NpHHS-
J1a Ha ce6s MHoOrue 06513aHHOCTH CBOEiT NpUEMHOIT MaTepu. A
Yyepes Mecsl| rociie norpebenus Myzapoii XKeHIIMHB B JepeB-
HIO BHOBB 3alU€J CaIKAPCKUii KOpabJIb.
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Korna xanmuraH paccKa3bIBajl XUTEJIAM I103a0BITOTO BCEMU
CeJIEHH O TMPOUCLIECTBUAX B MHpe, I71a3a eT0 He OTPHIBAIMCH
ot JaiipuH, KoTopas, ciyluasi, mpoAoJokaia TKaTb. OHa IBHO
BBLIAEJISUIACH CEpPOM XUTelleil JepeBHH CBOMMM CTPaHHBIMHU
CBETJIBIMH CepeOPSIHBIMHM BOJIOCAMHM M CepeOpUCTBIMHU IVIa3a-
MH.

Kanuranom atumM 6pu1 Cuo66ansa Opruc, Cu66anss OnHo-
PYKHii — TaK NpO3BaJIH MOPSIKA IOCJie TOTo, KaK B OUTBE eMy
OTPYOWJIH PYKY M Ky3Hell MpHIAeJayl CaIKapy HOBYIO, Xele3-
Hy10. OH 6bUT MOJIOJ, M HEAaBHO Hayal KOMaHJOBaTh KOpabneéM,
XOTSI IIOYTH BCIO XM3Hb, YTO OOBIMHO 114 €T0 IUIEMEHH, TIPOBET
B Mope.

OH paccka3all, YTO HAKOHEII-TO Ha 3eMJIe YCTAHOBWICS MMP.
Kopuc u3 I'opma TBEp0i pykoii mpaBui DcTKapnoM. AJTM30H
roneITajicsi OBUIO OCYLIECTBHTb BTOpDXEHHE 3a MOpEM, HO
rnoTeprien mopaxeHue. A KapcTeH Bech OXBaye€H XaocOM:
KaX[ b} MPHHI WIH JIOPA BBICTYTIAET NPOTHUB JII0060T0 APYroro;
MOPCKHMX X€ ITHpPaTOB ONHOTO 3a APYTUM BLUIABIMBAIOT M
npeaaT 6e3XaJOCTHOM CMEPTH.

JlaB MOHATDH, YTO OH B PaHHOKe Ha 3aKOHHOM OCHOBaHMHU,
KAIIMTaH TIEpelIENl K edy M TIOMHTepecoBalICs, €CTh JIU Yy
JEepEBHH TOBAphl, KOTOPble MOIJIM OBl 3aHATh MECTO B €IO
TpioMe? '

Xepapek He XOTes NMPU3HABaThCA B COOCTBEHHOH HMILETE
nepen 3TUMH dyxakamu. Ho Ky3Helly odeHb XOTeNOCh — ¥ OH
C TPYZIOM CKPHIBaJI 3TO Xe/laHHUe — NPUOOPECTH XOTh YacTh TeX
MHCTPYMEHTOB U OpPYAUH, KOTOPEIMH TaK HEOPEeXHO MOJb30-
BaMch MopsAkH. Ho 4ro MoxeT HalWTHCh HAa TpoJaxy B
Pannoke? CywméHasa ppiba, 4To6GBl IpoAepXaThcs AONTYIO
3MMy, Aa HEMHOTO JOMOTKAHOM OIeXIbl.

XKurenaM gepeBHHM OyfeT Jaxe TPYAHO YCTPOMTb IHp B
4eCThb rocTei, KaKk Toro Tpebyer o6nryail. Ho oTkaszarkcs ot
3TOro — 3HAYMT OTKA3aThCsl OT BCeX 3aKOHOB IPEAKOB.

Haiipyy, ciyuias KanuTaHa, Xajeja, YTO He MOXeT Koc-
HYTBCS €TO PYKHM, Y3HaTh, YTO 3TO 32 YeJIOBEK, ObIBaBLIMH TaK
JaJleKo M BHAEBUIMiT Tak MHoro. Ml TocxinBo moayMaina, Xak
OBUTO GBI XOPOLIIO XOTh HEHANOITO U36aBUTLCS OT IIPHBBIYHOM,
XOpOoLIO 3HaKOMOH XW3HM PaHHOKa, yBHIETb, YTO JIEXUT
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Jajpliue, B MUpe 3a npeleiaMu aepeBHH. [Tanbiurl e€ nponon-
XaJIM YBEPEHHO JepXaThb HUTb, HO MBICJIY BUTAJU AAIEKO.

BHesanHo OYHYBIUIKCH OT Pa3MBILUICHUH, NeBYLIKA NOAHSA-
J1a TOJIOBY, TIOTOMY 4YTO IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa: KTO-TO OCTaHOBWICS
paaoM ¢ Heil. OGoHsHME YJIOBWIO 3amaX IIPOCOJIEHHOM MopeM
KOXM, HIpyrHe 3amaxud. HezHakoMmell, OZMH HX MOPSKOB C
caJIKapcKoro Kopabs.

— TrlI o4eHb MCKYCHA B 3Toii paboTe, feBYLIKA.

OHa y3HaJIa rojioc NpeIBOAUTE/IA CaJIKApoB.

— 3T0 MOE yMEHHE, KallMTaH.

— ToBopsar, cyapba TeOs He 6amoBajia, — OH TOBOPUI
OTKPOBEHHO, # 3TO €ii IOHPaBWIOCH.

— Her, nopn xanuran. XKurenm PaHHOKa Bcerga ObUTH
no6pel ko MHe. M1 ux Myapag XKeHmuHa ynodepwia MeHS.
IToaToMy, XOTS IMIa3a MOM M 3aKPBITHI IJ1s1 MUPA, PYKH XOPOLIO
cayxat MHe. IToiinéM, yBuauiubp caM! — ckasaB 3TO C Iop-
JOCTBIO, OHA BCTaJla CO CTYy/Ia M CYHy/Ia BepeTeHO 3a IOfC.

JaiipyH npuBea ero B CBOA JOM, NMpONAaXIIMii apoMaTaMu
TpaB, U yKa3aja Ha TKAUKUH CTAaHOK, M3TOTOBJIEHHBIH AJIA €€
XepapekoM.

— Kaxk Buauius, Jopa KanuTaH, 1 He Oe3neJIbHUYAI0, XOTh
M cjlena.

OHa 3HaJja, 4TO B €€ He3aKOHYEHHOI TKAHU HET U3bSHOB.

OptHuCc HekoTopoe BpeMs Momdan. IlotoMm oHa ycibluana

_ero yOUBJIEHHEIH Bo3Ivac.

— IlpexpacHas TKaHb. HH B IUIeTeHMM, HYM B LIBETE COBCEM
HeT owubok... Kak Tebe 310 ymanocs?

— CoOcTBeHHBIMH pyKaMM, Jiophd KanutadH! — JlalipuH
paccMesnachk. — [lait MHe yTO-HMOYh IpUHAaJIeXalllee Teoe,
M {1 NMOKaxXy, YTO BHXKY NajJbLaMH JIydlile, YeM IJla3aMH.

JeBylIKY OXBaTHIO HENIPHBLIYHOE BO30OYyXAEHHE: OHA 3HA-
Ja, YTO HACTyNaeT OYeHb BaXHbliI MOMEHT B €€ XU3HH.
ITocnbnnancsa NErkuii wenecT, CIOBHO pasBOpaYUBaIM TKAHbD,
M el B pyKM IOJIOXWIH JIEHTY.

— Pacckaxm, — nmpukasan KaliuTaH, — OTKyJa 3TO M KaK
cienafo.

Ona nposesa najabliaMH MO WIEJIKOBOM JIEHTE,

D10 6BUI0 COTKAHO — Ja. Ho €€ «BuAAIMEe» pyKH He JaBaIH
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H306paXeHHs YeJIOBeUEeCKHUX IaJIblLieB, 3aHATHIX TaKoH pabo-
Toi1. HeT, opraHsl, co3naBlilie 3Ty TKaHb, HMEJH KaKylO-TO
cTpaHHyio ¢opmy. M paboranm Ttak GBICTPO, YTO MEJILKAIH,
TIOYTH CJIMBasICh APYT ¢ APYTOM. DTO clelajia He XeHInHa. Bo
BCAKOM cCJIyyae He XEHUIMHA, Kakux 3HaeT [aiipun. Ho uro-
TO XEHCKOE B 3TOM €CTb.

— INayumit wWENK... — OHa caMa He 3HaJIa, YTO NMPOMU3HECET,
TOKa He ycJIbIliajia cBoH cyioBa. Ho He oGrruHbIiM Mayk. Txkana
BCE-TaKM XEHIIMHA... HET, He XCHUIHUHA...

OHa nogHecsa JIeHTY K 1ieke. U B Heit BO3HUKIIO ropsiiee
XeJjlaHHe Y3HaTh KaK MOXHO GoJibllie 0 TOM, KaK 3TO ClIeJIaHo.

— TroI npaBa, — rojoc KanuraHa HapyluImwl e€ cocpeJoTo-
YeHHOCTb. — DTa TKaHb U3 YcrypTa. Ecu 6b1 y MeHs 6GbU1O
XOTs GBI JBE LUTYKHM TaKOI0 MaTepHajia, IMyTellleCTBUE OKYTIH-
nochb ObI BTpOIiHE.

— A e aroT YerypTr? — cnpocwia Haiipus. Eciu 6b1 oHa
MoOrJIa OTNpaBUTCS Tyda, y3HaTb... — W KTO Takue TKauuxu?
MHe OHH He KaXyTcs MOXOXHMMH Ha JIIogeH.

OHa cHOBa ycJbllajla ero YAMBJIEHHBIN BO3IJIac.

— YBHAETh TKAYHX, — CKa3aJl OH THXO, — 3TO cMepTh. OHHU
HEHaBUIAT JIOAEH...

— Her, nopa xanuran! — Bo3paswa [aiipui. — He Bcex
JI0/ie¥1 OHU HEHABUISAT, TOJNILKO MYX4YUH, — 3HaHHUE NPULLIO
K HEH OT 3TOH IOJIOCKHU B pyKax.

Kakoe-To BpeMs1 oHa Monyasia. Heyxesu caikap coMHeBa-
etcs B e€ cioBax?

— Huxkro He IiaBaeT OGPOBOJILHO B YCTYpT, — CKa3aJl OH.
— DTy JIeHTy JaJl MHE YEOBEK, KOTOPhIi, PUCKYS XHU3HbIO,
BCE-TAKH OCMEJIWICS IOOLIBaTh TaM M YLIEJN C OTPOMHBIM
TpynoM. Ho oH ymep Bckope mnociie TOro, Kak Mbl BbUIOBIJIM
€ro Ha IUIOTY B OTKPLITOM MOPE.

— Kanurtan, — AeByluka noragwia wénk. — Thl ckazan,
YTO TaKas TKaHb — HacTosllee COKpoBHuile. Mot Hapox 6eaeH
M cTaHOBHTCS BC€ OenHee. Eciu KTo-HUOYOb y3HaeT TailHy
3TOH TKaHH, YTO XOpollero HaM 3To Jact?

OH pe3ko BbLIEPHYJI Y HEE€ JIEHTY.

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO.
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— BoaMmoxmo! — JlaiipnH 3aroBopuwia 651CTpO, OOHO CJIOBO
3a ApyruM: — JKeHIIMHBI — caMKu — cotkaiu 3To. C
XEHIIMHOM, TOXE TKAYUXOH, OHM 00ONAYTCA NMO-ApYTOMY.

Bosbiine MO30JIHMCThIE PYKH CXATH € IUIeYH.

— JleByuuka, naxe 3a Bc€ 3omoto Kapcrena g He nocnan 6b1
XeHIUHY B YcTypT! Th He NOHMMaellb. 0 YEM roBOPHILb. JTO
npasza, uto y Tebs ectb ap. Ho Thl He 06yyeHHas KOJIAYHbS,
M TBI ciena. M mpeasaraewns Takyio IIyIIoCTb... O, Buapyr, B
4yéM aeno?

JlaiipHH yXe NOYyBCTBOBaJIa YbE-TO NMPUOIIKEHUE.

— IIpwiuB Havancsi. HaM HyXXHO CMEHUTDb CTOSTHKY Y cKall,
KaIiTaH.

— Xopowo. Hy, meBymka, Aa NoOCIyXWUT Tebe 3alUTOIA
IIpaBas Pyka JlpakeHa. Korma 3oB€r kopabnb, HM OZMH
KanuTaH He CTaHET MENJIUTb.

M npexne yeM oHa ycrnesa NoxejaThb cajkapy gobpa, ToT
ucye3. JleBylliKa rpHcesia Ha CBOIO XECTKYIO CKaMbIO Y CTaHKa.
Pyxu e€ mpoxanu, M3 mia3 xanaiu ciéssl. OHa YyBCTBOBaja
cebs Tak, CJIOBHO €M JaJM B PYKHM COKPOBHIIE, a IIOTOM
6e3xanocTHO ero OTHsUIH. OHa GbUIa yBepeHa, YTO HHCTUHKT
He OOMaHBIBaJI €€, YTO €CJIM KTO-TO M MOXET Y3HaTh TailHBI
YcTypTa, TO TONBKO OHa.

Teneps, Koraa OHa NPUKOCHY/ACh K COGCTBEHHOM TKaHH, Ta
nokasajiach € rpyooi M oTBpaTHUTENbLHON. MEICIEHHO OHa
BUIena Jjiec, B KOTOPOM OT JepeBa K AepeBy IpPOTAHYJIHUCH
CBepKalolIMe NMAYTHHEI U3 NMPSMbIX HUTEH.

Yepe3 OTKPHITYIO ABepb JOHECCA MOpPCKO# Betep. [laiipun
TIOJHsUIA TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO KTO-TO NOTSAHYJ €€ 3a BOJIOCHI.

— Kr0 THI? — 6BICTPO CpocHia OHa.

— A Bunpyr, nesyika, NIOMOILIHMK KanmuTaHa OpTuHca.

OHa 6pICTpO BCTana.

— OH npuHan Mol mwiaH? — oOHa He BHIeNa ApYroi
NPHYUHLI TIOSBJICHHUIO MOPSKA B €€ JOMe.

— Jla, neBymika. OH Xn€t Hac. Jlaii MHe pyKy... BOT TaK...

Myxckue namblel Kpenko cxanu Jaiipun. Ona nonsira-
Nach BEICBOGONHTD PYKY. DTOT 9eNI0BEK — YTO-TO B HEM ObLIO
HenpapwibHoe. Ho TyT Ha feBylIKy ynai miall ¥ TaK Kpenko
OKyTaJI €€, 9T0 OHa He Moma 6oporhcss. Heunctrie 3amaxm
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3aMOJTHIWIN HO3JpH, HO XyXe Bcero ObUto TO, YTo Buapyr
B3BAJIWI €€ Ha IUIeYH, KaK OyNTo OHa — BCero JIMUIb CBS3Ka
ToBapa.

2

HaitpyuH npuHecaH Ha 6opT Kopabiid: crieJieHaBIIMii feBY1I-
Ky IUIalll He Meltail e€ ciIyxXy H o6oHAHMI0. Ho B cBOMX MEBICIISIX
OHa He Momia pa3obpatbed. IToyeMy kanuran OpTHC BHayate
TaK SPOCTHO M MCKpeHHe (IPHKOCHYBLUMCh K HeMy, OHa
y3Haja, YTO OH UCKPEHEH) OTKa3bIBaICHA B3STh €€? A moTOM
3TOT YeJIOBEK MONPOCTY NMOXUTII €€, KAK XKEeHIIUHY BO BpeMs
Habera.

Xopo1uo u3BecTHo, yTo Cankaphl He 3aHUMAIOTCsA paboTop-
rosieii. Toroa nmoyemy?

HakoHen ¢ aeBylIKy cHsUTH Iviail. OgHaKo BO3AYX, KOTO-
polit JlalipuH ¢ OarogapHOCTHIO BTSIHY/IA B JIETKHE, HE ObUT
CBEXMM MOPCKHMM BO3/1yXOM, €TO HAaIOMHAJIO TAKOE 3/I0BOHME,
YTO OHa caMa cebe nokasajiack HeuncToid. M neByika nogyma-
Jla, YTO €€ TIOpbMa CIIpSTaHa Irjie-To ITyOOKO B TPIOME KopaoJis.

— 3aueM THI 3TO cleaan? — crnpocuia JaiipyH y yejoBeka,
KOTOPBIH TSCKEJIO AbILIajl PSAOM € HEM.

— IIpuka3 KkanuTaHa, — OTBETWI TOT, MPUOIM3UBIINCH K
HeH, TaK YTO OHA He TOJILKO OLYTHIA 3amaX HEYHCTOrO Tela,
HO M €ro TeIU1o. — Y Hero ecThb IMa3a, Y Hallero KalMuTaHa.
Kakas rimagkoxkoxasi KpacHBas JeBYOHKA...

— OcrTaBss €€, Bak! — 310 6bL1 Bugpyr.

— Crymaroce, KalmuTaH, — OTBETHI TOT € HOTKO# JIETKOTO
npe3peHusa. — TYT oHa B 6€30MIaCHOCTH...

— W 1yT ¥ ocTra”erca. B GezonacHocTn oT Tebs, Bak, u
TaKUX, KaK Tbl. Y6upaiics!

Boaxk 3apbryain, 6yaro cobHpalicsl OCIIOPHTD ITpaBo NPUKA3bI-
Bath eMy. [lorom [aiipuH ynoBWIa 3BYK OTKphLIBLICHCS H
3aKpbIBLIECSA JBEPH.

— TbI He KanuTaH, — cKa3ajia OHa B HACTYITUBILEH TUIIHHE.

— IIpom3solia cMeHa B KoMaHAe, — Bo3pa3wi Buapyr. —
IlocnenHue Mecaubl KanmuTaH He NMPHMHOCKI HaM yaaud. U
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KOIJa Mbl Y3HAJIH, YTO OH HE coOHpaeTcs YBeJIMUMTh HallH
LIAHCHI... OH OBLL...

— Your!

— BoBsce Het! [lymaelnp, MHE HYXHa KpOBHas Bpax[a co
BceM ero knaHoM? CankapaM He GOJIbHO HpaBMTCS, KOrga
KOMY-TO M3 HMX POJa BBINMYyCKAIOT KpPaCHYIO XHM3Hb U3 XWI.

— He nonuMalo. Bl xe Bce cajKaphl...

— OrTHIONb, AeBYIIKAa. MHp HM3MEHWICHA C TeX Nop, Kak
TOJIBKO CaJKaphsl NpaBwiIM MopsiMH. OHM OGoHiipl, a GOMLBI
gacto ru6HyT. OHH, cpaxXasch ¢ KongepaMu, B3opBaau Cai-
KapKuIl, TEM caMbIM YHHYTOXWIH Bpara, HO ¥ caMid MHOTHX
norepsin. [ToroM oHM cpaxanuch ¢ KapcTeHOM, yyacTBOBAIU
Bo B3sTUM ['opMa, fa. A MOTOM 3alIMILATIA MOPSI OT MOPCKHUX
cobax Amm3oHa. M moTepsiim MHOrmx, odeHb MHormx. U
Teneps, KOTAa HYXXHO BBIBECTH Kopabnb M3 raBaHM, UM IIpH-
XOAWTCS HAHUMATh JPYTHX, @ He TOJILKO CBOUX pOAMNYEil, YTOOHI
TIORHSATD Napyca H 1eyb Ha Kypc. Het, MbI He yoruin Cub6ansaa
Optuca, OH HaM MoXeT ell€ npurogutbesa. M oH B Ge3omac-
HOCTH, AEBYLIKA.

A Tenephr mepelnéM K HaueMmy geiy. S ciablinan TBOi
pasroBop ¢ OptucoM. K ToMy Xe OT 3THX roJopaHLEB, YTO
xuByT PaHHOKe, 1 MHOTrO€ 0 Te6e y3Hai. Thl Bnageeinb JJapoM
Mynpoii 2ZKeHUIUHBI, XOTS He MOXeLIb ITOJTHOCTBIO OBJIaNeTh
CWIOi, MoTOMY 9TO cjlena. M Thl caMa cka3ajia: eC/Ii KTO-TO
MOXeET IOJIaINTh C STUMHU AbSBOJILCKIMHU CAaMKAMH U3 YCTyp-
Ta, TO 3TO ThHI.

IloayMaii o nmayuneM 1I€nKe, JeByloKa. Tol Begb AepXaia B
PYKe Kycok, KoTophiii Te6e Aan Oprtuc. 1 MHoroe Moxeuin,
eclM ToNbKO XuTead PaHHOKa He cnatwin. Ho B 310 s He
Beplo. Takoli 1aHC y YesloBeKa OBIBaeT TOJIBKO pa3 B XHM3HH.

OHa ciplllIajia aTYHOCTE B €ro rojioce. MoxeT, 3Ta al4HOCTD
NOCIYXHT eii 3auuroi. Bugpyr nosaboturcs ob e€ 6e3omac-
HocTH. ITo Toi1 XXe npuiuHe, Mo XOTopoii OH OyaeT 3a60TUTHCH
u o Cub6ansae Optuce.

— 3ayeM Xe THI TOra 3aXBaTHJ MeHsl, €CJIH Y Tebs1 foOprie
HaMmepeHus? Eciu ThI c/bILIaN MOM pa3roBOp ¢ KAIIMTAHOM, TO
3Haelllb, YTO A Nouwia 6bl Ha 3TO JOGPOBOJILHO.
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OH paccMmesuics.

— HyMaels, 3TH CyXONYTHBIE MOJIYAIONH OTIYCTWIH ObI
Te6a? Tpu deTBEepTU KOJAYHUH norubau, cobcteeHHas Myx-
pasg XKeHIIMHa ToXe B MOTWIE, H OHH He OTAAIH Obl TeOs, faxe
ecmu Jlap TBo# coBceM Mas. Temepb Ha 3Toii 3emiie HyXeH
KaXIbli, KTO 06/afjacT XOTh KPYNHLE# CHIbIL.

Hy, na 310 HeBaxHo. Tebs c panocThI0O IPUMYT, KOTAA ThI
BePHELUbCS, Y3HaB TaliHY YcTypra. Ecnu, KoHeYHo, 3axoyellb
BEPHYTBCS.

— Ho oTkyna ThI 3Haels, yTo B YCTypTe 5 Oyay cTapaTthes
panu Teba?

— IloToMy 4YTO He 3axo4yeulb, 4TOOBI caMKaM OTHAIH
KanutaHa. OHY He OYEHb-TO HO6PHI K IUICHHUKAM.

B cnoBax ero cipluajicsi CTpaX, KOTOPbIi OH TIIETHO
NIBITAJICS TIOAABUTb.

— K ToMy Xe, ecau Tl He Oymeurb Hac CIYLIATbCS, MBI
TIPOCTO YIUTBIBEM H OCTAaBHM TebOsA B YCTypTe Ha BCIO XH3Hb.
Tyga He xomar KopaGmu. Jlonras XW3Hb MU HUKOIO TBOETO
IieMeHHu pagoM... ITogymaii 06 3ToM, AeBylIKa.

OH HEeMHOro NoMoJT4aj, TIOTOM JOOGaBWI:

— 3aKmoyuM CAENKY, AeBYLIKA, H MOKIAHEMCH, 9TO byneM
BBINOJIHATh €€ ycJIOBHUS. Thl JOroBapMBaelikcsl C TKAYHXaMH,
MBI OTBO3UM Tebs Ha3zal B PaHHOK WM Kyaa 3axoyeulb. Ml
Jaxe MoxXeM BhICaIUTh ¢ Tobol kanmuraHa. HukxoMy He Gyzer
TIpUYWHEHO Bpeaa. MBI Aaxe BbIIe UM Tebe YyacTb 1E€nka. Ter
CMOXelIb TOrAa KyIUTb cebe Bech PAHHOK C OKpeCTHOCTAMH
M CTaTb XO3SMKOH KpeIoCTH.

— Emé onHo... — JlaiipuH ¢ comporaHMeM BCIIOMHHIA
Bska. — TBou moau He DOJIXHBI KAcaThcA MeHA. ThI Benn
3Haelllb, 9TO B TAKOM ciydae npoucxoaut ¢ Japom?

Koraa BuapyT oTBeTH, B IOJIoce €ro 3ByYalia yrpo3a, XoTd
HalleJIeHa OHa ObUTa He Ha He€.

— Bce 3Halot, uro [lap mokupaer XeHILIWHY, KOTOpas
pasgenuia Joxe ¢ MyXduHoi. HUKTo Tebs He MOTpeBOXMT.

— Jla 6ymeT TaK, — OTBETWIa OHA C BHEIIHUM CIIOKOHCTBH-
€M, KOTOpoe eif TPYAHO ObUIO COXpaHHTE. — Y Tebs ecTh TOT
Kycok ménka? MHe OoH HyXeH, YToObI Y3HaTh NoGosbINe.

OHa ycnbimiaia, XaK CKpHITHyJIa iBeph €€ TiopbMbl. Korna
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BCE CTHXJIO, OHA TIPHHIACh 3a HcclenoBaHMs. Kalora 6nL1a
COBCEM MaJICHBKOI; Y CTEHBI IIOJIKA, CTYJI, KAK OyZITO IPUBHH-
YeHHBI K naryGe M GoJipliie HUYero. 3aKIoYWiH JIM KaltuTaHa
OptuHca B TaKoil Xe kamopke? M kak cymen Buapyr orctpa-
HuTh KanutaHa? To, yTo oHa y3Hala o KanutaHe Cub6banbpae
OpTHce Bo BpeMs HMX KOPOTKOIO pa3roBopa, 3acTaB/LUIO AYy-
MaTb, YTO C HMM HeJIETKO CIIPaBUTLCS Bpary.

Koraa Buapyr BepHYyJICS U OJIOXII €i Ha PyKH IIEJKOBYIO
nenTy, JaiipuH CIIOKOHHO cCHIENIa Ha CTyJIe.

— V3HagBaif, YTo cMoXelllb, — cKa3aj oH. — Eciu Betep
OymeT HaM OJarompHATCTBOBaTb, Yepe3 ABa OHSA IYTH MBI
nocturieM Ycryprta. Iluiny, Bogy, Bcé, 4To 3axodellb, Tebe
NIpMHECYT, M CTPAXHUK OyAeT cieauTh, YTOObI TeOsl He TpPeBO-
KWIM.

JlepXa B pykax MATKHI WEIK, JalipuH cocpeaoTOYHIach.
Hukakux WUII03Hii OTHOCHTENIbHO Biapyra y He€ He ObUIO.
Jnsa Hero M ocTaNbHLIX OHA Bcero JMiub opyaue. OHa ciemna,
TIO3TOMY, HECMOTPS Ha BCE 3TH Pa3roBophl o Jlape U cuie, oH
e€ HemooueHuBaeT. C Helt He pa3 B NMPOLIWIOM yXe CITy4aloch
nogo6Hoe.

JlaipyH CO3HATEJIBHO OTTOpOAMJIAch OT MHMpa, 3aKphbLia
yiiM, YTOoOBl HE CJBIIATH CKpPHIA CHACTE#, IulecKa BOJIH,
3aKpblla HOC IUI1 MHOTMX HEMPHUATHBIX 3amaxoB. CHoBa eé
«3peHHe» HanpaBWIOCh BHYTpb. U IeBylliKa «yBUAEa» roiy-
6b1e pyxu (KoTOphble, BOOOLLE-TO, COBCEM HE PYKH), 3aHATHIE
TKaHUeM. MaTepHai He 6bU1 OONHOLBETHBIM, OH TepeuBaics
SAPKVMH YUCTBIMH KPacKaMH, U1 OTUCAaHMA KOTOPBIX Y HE€ Obl
HE HalUIOCh CJIOB.

Tenepp MaiipyH nonpo6oBana 3arIsHYTb 3a 3Ty TKaHb U
YBUIETh CTAaHKM. Y He€ CIOXWIOCH BIlCYAaT/ICHHE BBICOKHUX
TEMHBIX cToeK. Y1 3T0 He Mankoe ocTpyraHHoe nepeso. Her,
TOBEPXHOCTh HEPOBHAasA. DTO Xe AepeBbs, pacTyllue AepeBbs!

Pyxu — Teneps HYXHO COCPeAOTOYHTLCH HAa ABHUTABLIMXCS
PYKax TKadMX.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3faics CTyK B IBEpPb, HaPYLIUBLIHIA
COCpeJOTOYEHHOCTD AeBYyUIXH. PasnpaxkéHnHas, oHa NOBEPHY-
JIa TOJIOBY K ABEPH KAIOTHI.

— Boiigure!
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CHoBa CKpHUINI neTenb, CTyK OOYBH, 3aIlaX IPOCOJICHHOM
KOXWM, 3amnax MyxX4uHbl. Bowegummii 6ecrIOKOMHO OTKall-
JISUICS.

— Jleou, BOT ena.

JaiipyH oT/0XWIa JIEHTY M NIPOTAHYJA PYKHU: HEOXKUIAHHO
OHa NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOJIOA U XaxXnIy.

— C TBoero pa3spelleHus, JieA, — OH CyHYJ eii B IIpaBylo
PYKY KPYXKy, IIOCTaBIWI Ha APYTYIO JIAAOHb YallKy. — Bor
30eCh JIOXKA. Y Hac TONBKO KOpaOeNbHBIA 3/1b, JIeOH, H
noxJuedka.

— Cnacu6o, — orBeTwia oHa. — M kak xe TeOs 30BYT,
MopsK?

— Porap, neau. S Houry 1Mt Ge3 rep6a, 1 1 He HaCTOALIMIA
MopsK. Ho Tak Kak pyroro peMecnia, KpoMe BOIHHEI, HE 3HAIO,
3TO JeJI0 TaK Xe XOpOolUo, KaK BCAKHE APYTHE.

— Ho B 3TOM TBHI BCc€ Xe COMHeBaellbcs, — JlaiipuH,
TIOCTaBMB KPYXKY Ha maiy0y, 3axana e€ MeX CBOMMM H3HO-
IIEHHBIMU caHnaTusIMHU. [ToToM MArko B3sUla MOpsKa 3a PyKy
M nonpo6oBaia NMpoyecTb. JleByllKe MogyMajioch, YTO OHA He
JIOJDKHA YITYCKATh BO3MOXHOCTH GOJIblIE Y3HATh O MIOAYMHEH -
HbIX Buapyra; oHa yyBcTBOBaJa, 4TO0 PoTap coBceM He TO, YTO
Bak.

— Jlegu... — NpoM3HEC OH OYEHb THXO M OBICTPO, —
roBopsT, Thl pa30Ompaeuinca B TpaBax. Ilouemy Onl Torma
Bunpyry He orBecTH Teb6s K KanuraHy? Uto 3a cTpaHHas
ObIcTpas Gone3Hb ero nopasmwia’?

YenoBek, pyKy Koroporo aepxana HaiipuH, ObLT Toxe
Monon. U B HEM He ObUIO XenaHUss oOMaHBIBATh.

— I'me nexwur xanuTaH? —ToXe HETPOMKO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— B cBoeii xarore. OH B 1mxopagke M 6pegur. Kak 6yaro
OKOJIIOBaH M...~

— Potap! — pe3kmii KpuK oT ABepH. Pyka, KoTOpylo oHa
Jepxaia, pe3ko BricBoboguiacs. Ho oHa ycmena nmoyyscTBo-
BaTb NMPUJIMUB CTpaxa.

— 5 moo6Geian, yTo TeOs He OyAYT TPEBOXHUTE! DTOT LIEHOK
npHcTaBai K Tebe? — crpocun Buapyr.

— Bogce Het, — [lalipyH caMa yIMBHJIACh TOMY, KaKoii y

20



Heé CNIoKOMHbIN ronoc. — OH ObUI 04eHb JO06P ¥ IPUHEC MHE
elIbl H BOAbI, 1 B 3TOM HYXIajach.

— A Teniepb — npoys! — rpy6o npukasan Buapyr. [lesyika
yonsllwana, Kak 3a PorapoM 3akpbiiach ABepb. — YTO Xe Tl
y3Hasa, AeByLIKa, U3 3TOro Kycka luénka?

— Y MeHs 6bL10 MaJio BpeMeHH, Jopa. Jait MHe 6onbiue. S
L0/DKHAQ M3YYHUTb TKaHb.

— Tak caenait 3170, — MpPHKa3aa OH ¥ TOXe BBILIE.

bonbule oH He nmpuxoaun, U Potap 6oabliie He MpUHOCHI €if
nuwy. Ho JaiipuH aymana o ToM, YTO MOJIOAOMH BOMH paccKa-
san eii o kanutaHe. Co cinoB Buapyra BbIxoawno, YTo BeCh
SKMIAX Ha ero CTOPOHe B IUIaHE 3aXBaTUTh KOpabib U IUIBITE
B YcTypT. ECTh TpaBhl, KOTOpbIE, €C/IM HOMECTUTD UX B €1y WIH
MUTBE, HAJOJITO MOTPY3AT YeJIoBeKA B ITyOGHHBI JIMXOPAIAKH.
Ecnu Gbl 0Ha cMOTJIa OCMOTPETh KalmuTaHa, oHa 6b1 3Hana. Ho
BBIATH M3 KAlOThl OHA He MOIVIa.

BpeMsi OT BpeMeHHM HEOXUAAHHO mNosiBasuicsa Buapyr u
CMpaBsIcs, YTO HOBOTO OHA y3Hasa o JieHTe. B ero Bonpocax
3BYYQIA TaKasl aIYHOCTh, YTO AEBYLUKE C TPYAOM YAAaBAJIOCh
COXpaHATb crioKo¥icTBue. HakoHell oHa cka3asa eMy:

— Pa3Be Tbl He 3Hacllb, KaNUTaH, YyTo Jap Henb3s 3acTa-
BHUTL? Sl mbITasach Y3HaTh BCE, YTO MOXKHO. DTa TKaHb clejlaHa
He JIoAbMU. A TIpHpoAy 4YyXaKa He TaK JIErKO PacKpbiThb.
HecMoTps Ha Bce NMOMBITKH, 1 HE MOTY MbICJIEHHO NPEeACTaBUTD
cebe ux. AACHO BMXKY TOJILKO caM MNpolLecc TKavecTBa.

U xorna oH He oTBeTwn, lalpuH npomosoKuia:

— D710 Benb AEJIO He Teia, @ yma. [lo Takoii nopore Henb3s
GexaTb, KaK B3pOCJIblii, CIEAYET MOJ3TH, KAaK PeGEHOK.

— Tebe octanoch MeHble AHs. EwE no 3axona conHLa Mbl
yBUAUM Oepera YcrypTa. O KONZOBCKOH CHJIE 5 3HAIO0 TONBKO
O paccKa3aM, a 3TH paccKa3bl YacTO UCKAXKAIOT cyThb. [ToMHH,
[eBYylLUKa, XXU3Hb TBOSI 3aBUCHT OT TBOEIO «BUACHM»!

OHa cibliana, Kak oH yXoauT. JIeHTa Gonbllle He Ka3anach
MATKoW M né€rkoil. HampoTus, oHa JieXajla Ha pyKaxX, Kak
pabckue uenu. [JaiipuH noena KopaGeabHbIX CyXapeif ¢ NpH-
Hec€HHoit Bunpyrom tapenku. JleiicTBuTebHO, BpeMs NPOLLLIO,
a OHa HMYEro CYLUeCTBEHHOIo He no0wiach.

21



Ha, Tenepb OHa XOpollO MNpeacTaBisyia cebe CTaHOK M
BMIE/A, KaK NMOSBseTcs WENK nox 6sicTpbiMu nabuamMu. Ho
TeJI0 32 3TMMH NajlbLlaMHd OHa HUKAaK He MOIJla pacCMOTDETb.
U xak HM cTapanach, He MOIVIa YBHACTb HU ONHOM M3 TKa4MX,
IeJIaloHX 3Ty TKaHb.

KanuTtan OpTHC — €ro oHa Bhe/a, TOTOMY 4YTO OH JepXai
JIeHTYy B pykax. Buaena u Buapyra. Bein u Tpetmii, MeHee
Pa3IMYMMBIii, YKPBITBII YEPHBIM 06J1aKOM cTpaxa. JleHb ceil-
yac win Hoys? OHa yTpaTuia npeacrtabjieHue o Bpemein Ho
YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO KOpabnb Bcé elw€ UAET IO BeTpy

U Bopyr — oHa'He oHa B KaloTe. XOTA NpeaynpexXaarllcro
cKpMIia JBEpH [IeBylIKa He ciablwiana. CTpax 3acTaBun eé
cXaTbCsl, HANPSDKEHHO CUAS Ha CTyJIe, PAaCCYMUTHIBAas TOJILKO Ha
MO3T

— Jlean?

Potap”? Ho kxak oH Bowi€n?

— Ine th1? — [lalipyH npuUuuioch 06aU3aTh Iryosl, npexne
4YeM OHa cMOoIJia NMPOM3HECTH 3TH CJIOBa

— Ceityac Te6s BoicansaT Ha 6eper Ycrypra. Kanuran Oprtuc
BbILLIEJI, ONTUpasich Ha pyKy Buapyra, o Beck Apoxut. M oH He
oTaa€T npukassl, Toasko Buapyr Jleau, anech yto-TO Henpa-
BWILHO — MOTOMY 4TO Mbl B YcTypre M Buapyr xkoMaHayet
"ITO HeNpaBUJIbHO.

— 4 3Hana, yro no/mxHa 6yny MATH B YCTYpT, — OTBETWIA
Jesyluika. — Potap, ecnu Thl BepeH KanuTaHy, 3Hail, 4YTo OH
MJeHHUK Buapyra, kak M 1. U ecniu s He MCNoOJHIO NpHKa3
Bunpyta, npunér ew€ 6onpluas 6ena.. CMepTh..

— Tbl He noHuMaelb! — rosioc ero 3Byyan xpuivio. — Ha
3TOM 3eMJle XHUBYT YyaoBMILA. [OBOPAT, OOMH MX BHA CBOAUT
yesioBeKa ¢ yma!

— Ho g-T1o ux He yBUXY HanoMHuna emy Jlaiipun
Cxonbko y MeHd el BpeMeHHn?

CoBceM HEMHOTO

I'ne s u xax Tbl nonan ciona?

Trl B coKpoBHIIHMLE, NOA KaloToW KanuraHa. S Boc-
NObL30BAJICS NMOTAHHbIM XOJ1OM, TOTOMY YTO BriepBble KalMTaH
¥ Buapyr BMecTe BbILLIY U3 Kal0oThl OHM 10JDKHBI BHUMATE N b-
HO CNeAUTH 3a NPOXOAOM MUMO pHOB BO BHYTPEHIOIO JJaTyHY
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— Tul MoXelub MPOBECTH MEHS B KAIOTY KaluTaHa? — ecu
OHa Yy3HaeT, KakK BuapyT moauyuHWwI cebe KantuTaHa, TO, MOXeT
OBITh, TIOMOXET YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPOMY BEPHT.

— Jlaift MHe TBOM PYKM, JieIH. Y Hac OYEeHb MaJIO BPEMEHH.

OHa NpoTAHY/Na PpyKH, M €€ 3amscTbs cpa3y GoJIe3HEHHO
cxXayM, olHako JlalipuH He MoOXaloBajlachb M He M3dajna HU
3ByKa. CWILHBIM PLIBKOM €€ NMOATSIHYH BBEPX, CJIOBHO PoTap
IeJa 3To ofHUM ycuwineM. Korna oH cHOBa mocTaBwWI JeBYLI-
KY Ha HOTM, OHa MOYYBCTBOBaJa, YTO BOKPYT ropa3no GoJiblie
npoctpaHcTBa, 1 yepe3 Kakoe-TO OKHO Clofia 3aJIeTall CBEXHUIA
MOpPCKOH BETEPOK.

Ho storo 6nu1o0 HeaocTaTOYHO, YTOOBI CKPBITh OT Heé
KPacHOpPEeYMBBIH 3armax — 3amnax 3Ja.

— OTnycTH MeHS M HMYEro He Tpora, — MpHKazaila
Haiipux Potapy. — A 6yny uckaTs, M MaJieiilliee TBOE IIPUKOC-
HOBEHHME COOLET MeH4. ,

OHa MelJIeHHO OTBEpHY/ach OT BETPa, NIOBEPHY/IAa HANIPaBo.

— Yro nepeno MHoi?

— IlocTens xkanuraHa, Jeau.

[IIar 3a waroM oda ABMHYJAcCh B TOM HamnpaBieHHH. 3anax
3/1a CTAHOBWICS cHIbHee. YeM HMeHHO 3To 6bL10, JlaiipuH cuié
He 3Hasa: NHreapHa yumna e€ pas3iimdarh TbMY, HO BCE Xe OHa
3HaJ1a IoKa o4eHb MaJio. OMHaKO [eBYy1lIKa XOpOLlO pa3jinyana
OCTpLIH 3aMax KaKoro-To Y€pHOIO KOJIIOBCTBA.

— CHuUMHM Bc€ C mocTelM, — IMpHKasajla oHa. — Eciau
YBUIMIIL YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE, He Tporai pykamu. Jlyyiue
HCIoNb3yH 4YTO-HMOYAb Xese3Hoe. M OpicTpo BbIOpOCH B
OKeaH.

OH HHU o uy€M He cnpawuBan, U JlalipyH BHUMaTENLHO
cjlyllasa ero TOpPOIUIMBbIE ABHKEHHUS. A TIOTOM...

— 3aech... KOpeHb, Bech epexpydeHHbI. [Toa noayuwkoi,
nenu.

— Iomoxnau! — MoxeT, Tenepb BCA MOCTENb NPONUTAHA
3/10M, U HEOCTATOYHO MPOCTO YHHYTOXHTDb €10 HCTOYHHK. —
Cobepu Bc€ — MoayuiKy, ofesio — ¥ B Mope! — IpHuKasana
oHa. — CnycTH McHS Ha3al B COKPOBHUIHMIYY M, €CJTH OyacT
BpeMsl, 3anpaBb IfocTelb 3aHoBo. Sl He 3Halo, YTO 3a KOJI1OB-
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CTBO TYT 61110 HcToJIb30BaHO. Ho oHO oT ThMBI, a He oT Cuibl.
[TocTapaiica He npuKacaThecs K HeMy.

— A TaK u cpenalo, Jeau! — ropsayo orBetuwn Porap. —
Oroiiay, s U36aBIIOCh OT 3TOIO.

JleByllKa OTCTYTIIIA U YC/IbILIANA CTYK €I'0 MOPCKHMX Caror:
OH MpouI€N K MCTOYHHKY BeTpa.

— Teneps 51 oTBeny Te6s1 B 6e3onacHoe MecTo, Jeau. [loka
KanuTaH He NpUIET B ceOd M He cMecTUT Buapyra.

OH cxan €€ pyKaMH 1 OCTOPOXHO OINYCTHJI BHH3 B COKPO-
BUlHULY. JaiipyH BHUMaTenbHO mnpucaylnanack. Ho kak
BOMH 3aKpbUl NOTAaWHOMN XOJ, a JeByllKa HC COMHeBajlach B
TOM, YTO OH CIeJiajl 3TO, OHAa He YJIOBWIIA.

3

Eii He npULLIOCH JONTO XAaTh: ABEPb B KAIOTY OTKPLLIACD,
M OHa y3Hana waru Buapyra.

— Cnywaii BHUMaTeJIbHO, JEBYLIKA, — IMPUKa3al OH —
YCTypT — 3TO OCTPOB, OAMH M3 LENH OCTPOBOB, YXOAALLNX B
Mope oT Gepcra. Korna-To 3TH OCTpOBa MOIJIH OBbITH YacThblO
cyuin. Ceiiyac 60JIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX — IoJible CKaslbl, KOTOPbIE
OMBIBAET TAKOE TEYEHMC, YTO MPUCTATh HEBO3MOXHO. Tak yTo
He IyMai, YTO CMOXelIb YIUIbITh IOMUMO Hac. Mbl BeicanuM
TebA Ha Geper U OyaeM xnaTh B Mope. Koraa pasysHaeuis BC€,
4YTO MBI XOTHM, BBIXOAH Ha Oeper 1 MoJIoXKH TpH KaMHs OAHH
Ha IpyToii...

JlaiipyH mokasanoch, YTO €ro NpUroTOBJICHHUS HEAOCTAaTOY-
Ho npoayMaHbl. Ho oHa HH 0 4éM He cnpawuuBaia. Hagesrses
OHa Morja ToJibKo Ha Porapa M KanurtaHa. Buapyr cxan eii
pyky. [ToToM noasen €€ KJieCTHULE, MOJIOXWI pyKY Ha Nepuia.

— INonuumaiicg, nesyuika. U nyyuie TeGe BLINOJIHUTD TBOIO
yacTb Joropopa. B koMaHae ecTh Takue, KTo 6GOUTCS KOAQ0B-
CTBa; OHU TIOBOPAT, YTO HMMEETCHA TOJbKO OAMH crocod
00e30pyXHTh KOJIAyHBI0. Thl 3Haellb 3TOT CIOCO0...

Ona B3gporuyna. Jla, YToObl YHHYTOXHTE CHIY KOJNAYHbH,
HY>XHO HacJaaMThCA €10 KaK XeHIIMHoW. Bce MyXuuHbI
OMbITHbl B TAKHX Aesax.
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— Potap nepenpasut Te6s Ha Geper, — nponosokan BuapyT.
— U M1 6yneM ciaenmTs 3a BaMH. He B3nymaii yroBapuBarts ero
HapyLIMTh MPHKa3: BCE paBHO 31eCh NCBaTLCA HEKYA...

JlaiipMH oKa3anach Ha nany6e, ycabliana ronoca. I'ne crour
kanutad OpTtuc? Buapyt He man eif BpeMeHM pa3oGpaThcs B
3ByKax. OH NOATOJIKHYJI AEBYLUKY K Nopy4Hio. [loTom noaxsa-
THI Ha PYKM, CJIOBHO OHa MaJIeHbKUH pe6EHOK, U onycTWwI B
npyrue pyku. E€ nocanwim Ha cxaMbio.

PanoM cnmlanca pokoT Mopsi, M IeBylIKa pasivywia
CKpHN BéceN B YKITIOYHHAX.

— Tol cyuTaelwir MeHA KoynyHbeit, Porap? — cnpocmna
OHa.

— Jleau, g He 3Halo, KTO Thl. Ho MOry nokisicTbcsi, YTo Thl
B onacHocTH. BuapyT oueHs onaced. Ecnu KanuTaH NpuIET B
cebs...

OH 3aMoJTyas, MOTOM NMPOJOJLKWI:

— 3a BpeMs BOIH 5 NIPUBLIK HEHABUAETb, KOTAA MYXYHHY
WIM XEHUHWHY 3acTaBlIAlOT CIYyXHUTb CWIOH. Y MeHs HeT
6yayluero, st MopoxneHue BOWHBI U He MMeI0 ApyToii npodec-
cum, KpoMe youiicta. IToaToMy 4 chenalo, YTo CMOTY, YTOOBI
NoMo4Yb Tebe U KanuTaHy. )

— Tu Tak Moo, a rOBOpMLIb, YTO Y Te6s1 HeT Oyayiuero.

— Ho B yOmiicTBax s crap, — MpayHO OoTBeTH]I oH. — U
BHIE] MHOIO TaKMX, Kak Bumpyt. Jleau, mMbl y Gepera. U 3a
HaMM cleasaT ¢ Kopabns. Korma s Gyny BeicaxuBaTh Teb,
HE3aMETHO BO3bMH TO, YTO HaWA€lWIb Yy MEHSl Ha mosice, H
CnpsAYb. DTO HOX, CACJIAHHBHA M3 Ny4lleil HeGeCHOM cTany; ero
BrIKoBan caM XaMpeiikep. Ilo npasae rosopsi, OH He MOH, a
KaITuTaHa.

JlaiipuH nocTymuiIa, Kak oH BeJiesl, Koraa Potap nepeHocu
e€ yepe3 HEBLICOKMII NpHboOIi Ha cyxoe MecTo. B Heit oxauu
BocrioMyHaHus. OHa yXe BUe/a TAKOI HOX... B HEM OTpaKaJl-
csl OTOHb Noxapa...

— Her! — Bcayx kpukHyna oHa, 4ToObl OTOrHaTh 3TO
BuaeHne. Ho mnpopoixana cxuMarh NajibliaMH PYKOSITKY
HOXa.

— Jla! — BoMH ciIbHee cxan o€. OH He MOHUMaJI IIPUYHHBI,
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HO OLIYTHJI BHYTpeHHee CMSTCHHE ACBYLIKH. — ThI HOJDKHA
B3SITh €T0.

— Wnu npsamMo Briepén, — 3aTeM BeJies1 OH eif. — Ha kopabine
Ha TeOs1 Hauemwin GomplIoN camocTpen. Bnepenu aepesbs.
loBopAr, TaM M XMBYT naykd. Jlequ, i HE MOTY OTKPBLITO
noMorath Tebe, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO HaBepHAKAa NMPHBEIET MEHA K
cmeptd. Ho yeM cMory, nomory.

JaiipyH oxBaTwia HeyBepeHHocTb. OHa Ka3zajach cebe
OOHaXEHHOH, YI3BHMMOIi 1iepel] TeM, Yero He 3HaeT. Ho Te, KTO
CIIEIUT 3a Helo, He JOJDKHBI 3TOTO 3aMETHTh. 3alscThe Y Heé
OBUIO NepeBsI3aHO WETKOBOM JIEHTOM. A B CKJIafKaX IU1aThsl OHA
cnpstana HoxX. Crerka nosopauyuBasl I'oJIOBY IO CTOPOHaM,
ZIeBYIIKA COCPEJOTOYEHHO NPUCIYIIaJach H MEUIEHHO MoL1a
Brepél, NMpeooJieBasi CONPOTURICHHE MeCKa.

IMpoxnaga — no/oKHO GBITH, OHA BOLIUIA B TE€Hb NEPEBLEB.
JaiipiH NMpoTsgHyJa pyKy, Hallynajla rpy0yio Kopy, oboluia
CTBOJI M BCTaJIa 32 HUM, IIPEBPAaTUB JepPEBO B IIperpaay Mexany
e€ CITMHOM M TEM CaMOCTpEJIOM, O KOTOPOM TMpexynpeail
Porap.

U TyT Xe AeBy1KA TIOHSIA, CJIOBHO 006 3TOM CKa3aIH IJ1a3a,
YTO 32 Helo CAeAAT He TONBKO C Kopabns. OHM LUia mopn
HabOMoAEHUEM KOTo-TO — WM dero-To — ew€. JlalipuH
HCIOIb30BaJIa BCE CBOM CITIOCOOHOCTH, MBITASCh ONPEAEINTD,
YTO 3TO.

MrHoBeHHMEM NO3Xe OHA axHyna. B €€ OTKpHITHIE MO3r
NPOHHK MOTOK MbIcAU. EE CIOBHO cXBaTWIM IMraHTCKOM
PYKOM, TIOZHEC/IM K OTPOMHBIM IJIa3aM U CTaJIM paCCMaTPHBATh
— CHapyX# M M3HYTpH.

JlalipyH nouaTHy/ach, NOTpACEHHAS 3TUM HebH3MIECKUM
TIPUKOCHOBEHHEM, pPasDISALIBAHHEM. DTO HE 4YEJIOBEeYeCKoe
Hcclle[oBaHHe, HO B TO X€ BpeMd M He BpaxaeOHoe, NOoHUIa
OHa, MBITas’Ch COXPaHHUTb CIIOKOHCTBHE.

«3ayeM THI NpHLLUIA CloAa, caMKa?»

OTH coBa YETKO Npo3Bydanu B co3HaHuM Jaiipun. Ho ona
Mo-npexXHeMy He MOIVIa CO3[aTh MBICJIEHHO M300paXeHue
cnpawyBapoulero. JaiipuH 4yTh NoBepHYy/Iach BIIPaBo M MNpo-
TAHYJA BIepEN PYKY C NOBS3KOMH.
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— B nonckax Tex, KTo MOXeT COTKATh TaKyl KpacoTy, —
OTBETHWIAa OHAa BCIYX, B TO Xe€ BpeMsA JOymMas, CMOIYT JH
YCJIBIIATh ¥ NIOHATH €€ CJIOBA.

CHOBa NpPHIILIO OlIyLIEHHE, YTO €€ pacCMaTPHBAIOT, OLEe-
HuBaloT. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa BeIIepXaja, He APOTHYB.

«TBI cuuTaElIb 3Ty Belllb IPeKpPacHON?» — BHOBb BO3HHK B
roJIoBe MBICJIEHHBIH BoIIpoC.

— Ja.

«Ho y Te64 HeT m1a3, YTOOB YBHAETH €€, — 3TO MPO3BYYAIO
Pe3KO, CIOBHO OTPHLIAHHE CJIOB AE€BYIIKH.

— ¥ MeH# HeT a3, 3710 npabaa. Ho s Hayywiach BMecTO
HUX NOJIb30BaThCs NaiblaMH. Sl ToXe TKY, HO TOJIBKO TaK, KaK
yMeeT MO€ IUieMs.

MosyaHKe, TIOTOM NPHUKOCHOBEHHE K pyKe, TaKoe JIETKOoe,
yto JlalipyH He ObLIa JaXe yBepeHa, YTO Ha caMOM Jeje
olyTiia ero. JleByika xgana. OHa MOHMMaJIa, YTO 3JECh ECTh
CBOM INIperpajbl, ¥ OHa CMOXET MITHU Jaybllie, TONLKO €CIIH i
paspeuar.

CHoBa NPUKOCHOBEHHE K PYKe, Ha 3TOT pa3 GoJiee poaoJ-
xurenbHoe. JlaiipyH He Jejlana MONBITOK CXBaTUTh TO, YTO €€
KOCHYJIOCH, XOTSI IOITbITAJ1aCh UCTIOIB30BaTh 3TO IPUKOCHOBE-
HUe i1 MbicleHHoro mnoucka. Ho yBuumena Toibko spKue
BUXPH.
~ «CaMKa, BO3MOXHO, ThI UTPaelllb B IpyOble UTPbI C HHUTSAMH,
KaK Bc€ TBoe IUleMdA. OmHako 3T0 He Jaér Tebe mnpasa
Ha3bIBaTbCS TKAYUXOM!» — B 3TOM OTBETE NMPO3BYYaJiO SIBHOE
BBICOKOMEDHE.

— Ho Mory nn s1 HayuuThCS BallleMy MacTepCTBY?

«C TaKMH-TO HEJIOBKUMH PYKaMH? — YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH €€
nanbueB. — HeBo3aMoxto. Ho Moxeus npoiiti ¥ nonpo6o-
BaTh YBUAETh NaJIbLIAMH TO, Yero HUKOIIA He NOCTUTHELIb»

ITpukocHOBeHHE, CKOJIBL3HYB MO PyKe, 0OXBAaTHIO 3aIIAACThe
CTOJIb X€ TNPOYHO, KaK pabckue uerm. [JalipyH noHsuia, 4To
6ercrsa 6bIT He MoxeT. E€ notamiwm Brnepén. CTpaHHO, HO
NIpeACTaBHTh cebe CylliecTBO, KOTOpOe €€ BeJIo, OHa TaK ¥ He
MOIJIa, 3aTO OTYETJIMBO IIPEICTAB/ISUIA, YTO HAXOMHUTCA BIIE-
penu.
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OHH 1M 1o H3BWIMCTOl Tpone. Horaa neBy1IKa 3aeBana
3a CTBOJIBI L€peBbEB, YYBCTBOB&IA, KAK OHH IEpeceKaloT
OTKPBITHIE IPOCTPAHCTBA. .. IOKA HAKOHELl He YTPaTIIa BCAKOE
npeAcTaB/icHHEe, B KAKOM HallpaBIIEHHH ocTalics Geper.

HakoHell OHM OKa3aJUCh Ha OTKDBITOM MeECTe, Ile Ha
BETBSIX ObUIa YCTpPOeHa KAaKasg-TO KpbIlla, 3allMINalolas oT
conHua. JlalipuH ycnellana JErKNe TOPOIUIMBLIE 3BYKH.

«IIpoTsinu pykn! — npuka3aj €€ npoBoAHMK. — M omuiy,
YTO HapELp mmepen coboit».

JlaiipHH NMOBHHOBAIACDH, ABUIAsCh MEMJIEHHO H OCTOPOXHO.
ITanbLbl €€ Halymaau MPOYHYIO MOBEPXHOCTh, MOXOXYIO HA
IpeBecHYI0 Kopy. Ho BOKpYT 3TOif NMOBEpXHOCTH ObUIH TYTO
HaTSHYTHI HUTH OCHOBBIL. JIeBylIKa MPUKOCHY/JIACh K HUTAM,
IpoBeJia IO HHUM MNajibllaMH, NMOKa He Ao6Gpaiack A0 APYToit
nopepxHocTH. IToTOM HaKJIOHWIACh M HAlIyTaja caMy TKaHb,
IMIAfKYylo, KaK €€ JeHTa. CBOOOAHAS HUTH YXOQWIa B CTOPOHY
— IOJDKHO 6BITh, K YETHOKY TKAYHXH.

— Kaxk npekpacHo!

W BnepBhle C Tex Nop, KaK e€ Hayana yuuTh VIHrBapHa,
HaiipHH 3aToCKOBaJIa IO HacTosLIeMY 3peHHI0. B Heif BCbIX-
HYJIO XeJIJaHHe YBHAETH LIBET — MPUKOCHYBUIMCH K TKAHH, OHA
cpa3y noayMaina o nBete. Ho Koraa nonerrasach «IIpo4ecTb»
TKaYHUXY, YBHAEJA TOJILKO GLICTphIe ABIKEHHS XyALIX HEdesI0-
BEYECKHX PYK.

«Moxe1lb cenaTh TaKyl0, Ha3bIBalolasa ce0a TKAIMXOi?»

— He Takyio ToHKy10, — npaBIuBo oTBeTwiIa JlaiipuH. —
DTO Nyd4llle BCETO, Yero s1 Kacajack.

«[IporssHu pyxu'» — JeBylIKa NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3TOT
TIpUKA3 OTJAJ He e€ NPOBOIHMK, a APYToe CYIEeCTBO.

OHa BEITSIHYJIa PYKH, JIAJOHSIMHU BBEpPX, Pa3Beia naisipl. U
OLIyTWIA JIETKOE, KAK NEPBIIIKO, IPUKOCHOBEHHE K KAXKIOMY
najely, CKOJbXEHHE BIOMb JIANOHHU.

«910 npapga. Tel TKkaumxa — cBoero popa. IToueMy ThI
NpHIUIa K HaM, caMKa?»

— A xouy yuutsca, — JlaiipuH nepesena avxaHue. Kakoe
3HaYeHHe HMeeT ceifyac Xenanue Buapyra ropropaTh TKaHbI0?
Bor 4ro ropasno Baxsee. — X049y HaydUTLCS Y TEX, KTO YMeeT.
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Ona npoaosoKaia Xnath. BoKpyr He€ pazroBapuBajiy, HO U3
3TOro pa3ropopa OHH HHMYETO HE MOIJIA YJIOBHTb H IOHSATb.
Ecau 3TH TKAYMXW TNpUMYT €€, 3a4eM el BO3BpallaThCs K
Bunpyry? IInansl Porapa? OHM CIMIODKOM HeolpeaeiE€HHBI.
Eciu Xe neByliKa 3aBOIOET JOOPYIO BOJIIO 3THX, Y HEE NNOABHTCS
3alIMTa OT 371a COOCTBEHHOIO IUIEMEHM.

«Pyxu y TeOg HeyKIloX¥e, ¥ IJla3 HET, — 3TO NPO3BYyYalio,
Kak yaap xiusicta. — [locMoTpuM, 4TO Thl yMeelllb AeiaTh,
caMKa».

Eit cyHynn B pyku 4enHoK. OHa TLIATENbHO, ¢ MOMOUIBIO
JIETKUX MPUKOCHOBEHMI M3y4mia ero. PopMa yerHoKa cierka
OTJIMYAJIach OT TOM, K KOTOpPOif OHA MPUBHIKIIA, HO OHA CMOXET
MM BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsA. TOYHO TaK Xe€ OHa olIyIaja TKaHb Ha
cTtaHKe. HUTH OCHOBEI M YTKA ObUTH OYeHb TOHKHE, Ho JlaiipuH
COCpeIOTOYWIACH, TIOKA HE «YBHIAEJA», YTO HAXOQUTCS IepeN
Hew. M MelyleHHO Havasia TKaTh; NOTpeGoBajloch OYeHb MHOTO
BpeMeHH, YToOBl OHAa COTKajla TAKMM O0pa3oM ¢ MoJiAloiMa
TIOJIOTHA, 3aMETHO OT/IMYaBLIerocs oT Hayasa Toi Xe TKaHH.

C npoxallMMHU pyKaMH, pa3gpax€HHas, IeBylIKa cejla Ha
xopTouku. Mcyesna Bca e€ ropaocTb CBoeii poLwIoii paboToit.
Ilo cpaBHEHHIO C 3TMMH JyKaKaMM OHa KaK peGEHOK, Aenalo-
1IMii epBble HEYKITIOXHE NONBITKU B TKAYECTBE.

PaccnabGuBIIMCh, OTKA3aBUINCh KOHLICHTPHPOBAaThCA Ha
pabote, oHa cHoOBa ollyTWiIa cobpaBumxcs Bokpyr. Ho He
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa IPe3peHUsI, KaK oxugana. Ckopee yIUBJIEHHE.

«MoxeT ObITb, Tl M CMOXEIIb HAY4YUTbCA, cCaMKa, —
nociblancsg MbICTAEHHBINM BIacTHHIA ronoc. — Ecaum 3axo-
Yelub».

JalipuH 0XMBIEHHO NOBEPHY/IACh JIMLIOM B TOM Hallpasie-
HHMH, OTKYyAa, KaK OHa CYMTaJla, NIPULIUIA 3TH CJIOBa.

— 4 xouy, Benukas!

«[la 6yner Tak. Ho HayHEIb, KaK TOJILKO YTO BBUTYIIHBLIH-
ecsa M3 sina. [TotoMy uTO THI elE He TKayMXa»,

— CornacHa, — JeByllIKa NeYaJbHO NPOoBeJia NMajblUaMH 1o
TKaHU nepen coOoH.

Ecnu Bunpyt XO€T, YTo OHa BEpHETCA MOJ €ro BIacTh —
HaiipuH noxana rieyamu. A Porap mycTs AyMaeT o KariuTaHe
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M cBOMX Genax. A 1 He€ Tenepb caMoe BaXHOE — YIOBJIET-
BOPUTH 3THX TKaYHUX.

Kasanocs, y HUX HeT ApyTroro XmwiMina, KpoMe IpocTpaH-
CTBa HEeNocpeACcTBEHHO BOKPYT CTaHKOB. U Hukakoit MebenH,
KpOMe caMHX CTaHKOB. CTaHKH OBUIM paccTaBJIEHBl Hepery-
JispHo. JlaiipMH OCTOPOXHO ABMrajiach, 3alIOMHHAas Ha OLLYIIb
pacmojioXeHHe IPeIMETOB.

OHa YyBCcTBOBaJIa pSAOM C COGOM NMPHCYTCTBHE CYLIECTB, HO
HUKTO He KacaJic e€ — HH $U3N4IecKyl, HH YMCTBEHHO. A OHa,
B CBOIO oYepelb, TOXE He CTapajach K HUM NPHOIM3UTLCH,
3Hasl, YTO 3TO OecCIIoJIE3HO.

Eii npuHecnu nuugy — cBexue GPYKTHI. A Taikke KyCOYKH
cyli€Horo Msica. MoxeT, 3To Jaxe Jy4lle, YTO OHa He 3HAeT
MX NPOUCXOXICHMU.

VYcraB, oHa 3acHyna Ha rpyae TKaHeil. IIpaBma, He Takux
NpeKpacHbIX, KaK Te, YTO Ha CTAHKAX, OHM OLUTH TaKMMM
TUIOTHBIMH, YTO IPOLLUTH OBl IeTeHAapHOE HCIIBITAHNE, JyMaJia
JlalipyH: B HHX BITOJTHE MOXHO HOCHTh Boay. Craja oHa Ge3
CHOBHMIEHHUIA. A KOrga NpOCHYNAch, € TPYAHO ObUIO BCIIOM-
HHUTH JIIofel ¢ Kopabnsa, naxe Porapa wiu kanuraHa. OHH
HallOMUHAIK e#l Jogeil, KOTOPhIX OHa 3Haja KOIjga-To, B
OanéKoM JETCTBE; Teleph Xe €€ MUp — MHp TKayux. Y oHa
IOJDKHA Hayuwtbes. E€ cxurano JmxopanodyHae XeJIaHHe
HaY4YHUThCSA TKATh, KAK OHH.

[ocnbIuanocs urypiaHue, MOTOM IPHUKAZ:

«Ems!»

Jaitpun Haurymana nepen cobcit dpykrel. He ycnena ona
3aKOHYHTD €Ay, KaK e€ OEPHYIH 3a 100Ky.

«TBOE TeNO MOKPHITO YPOIJIMBOH TKaHBIO; €€ HeNb3sl HO-
CHThb, Koraa 6ymeins cobupaTh HUTH».

Co6upats HuTH? OHa He NMOHIA cMbIcaa 3Toro. Ho u 1o
npapaa: Korga oHa XoJuja Ha OTKPBITOM MeCTe BOKPYT CTaH-
KOB, 100Ka TIOCTOSIHHO LIeTUISIach 33 BeTBH. JleByluKa BcTana,
pa3Bs3ajia Iosic, paclycTWIa LIHYPOBKY KOpceTa, M IUIaThe
ynajo X e€ HoraM. B KopoTkoii n€érkoii HickHeil pybGallike
HaiipuH wyyBcTBOBaJa cebs cTpaHHO cBoGogHo#. Ho Bc€ ke
OTBICKaJIa NOSIC U 3aTAHY/IAa UM CTPOITHYIO TATHIO, He 3a0BIB IIPO
HOX.
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Iocnenopano N€rkoe MpUKOCHOBEHME, U ACBYLIKA ITOBEP-
Hy/achk.

«HuTH BHCSAT MeX e peBbeB, — IIPOBOJAHUK CJIETKA HOTSHYJ
eé. — HMx HyxHO cHMMaThb Ype3BbIYaHO ocTopoxHo. Eciu
BCTPAXHELIb, OHU CTAHYT JIOBYWIKOH. JloKaxH, 9TO y Tebs
JIETKHE MaJIbLbl M Thl MOXEIIb YIUTLECS Y Hac».

Bonbire HUKakuXx MHCTpyKuuH. JlalipyH moHsna, 4yro e€
CHOBa MCIILITHIBAIOT. OHA MOJDKHA JOKA3aTh, YTO MOXET COOH-
path 3™ HUTH. Ho Kak mx cobupars? U B 3TOT MOMEHT eii
YTO-TO CYHY/IU B pyKH. OHa oOHapyXila, 9T0 AePXUT IVIadKUi
CTepXeHb AMTHHOM ¢ PYKy MO JIOKOTh. JloJDKHO OBITH, Ha HEro
M HaMaThIBalOT HUTH.

CHoBa €€ CXBaTWIM 3a 3aIlSICThe M INOBEJIM OT CTaHKOB K
IepeBbsaM. JIeBoii pykoii oHa 3aesia CTBOJ, M TYT Xe Mocje0-
BaJI MBICJIEHHBIN IpHKAa3:

«Cobupaiil»

He 6pu10 cMbIcna cnemo Toponuthesa. OHa nojpkHa cocpe-
JOTOYUTECS, HCIIOJb30BaTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOBI HANTH
3TH HHUTH.

B co3HaHMM €€ BO3HHMKIA CMyTHas KapTuHa. MoxeT, oHa
TIpHIIUIA U3 TOT'O NPOLIIONo, 0 KOTOPOM OHa CTapajlaCh HMKOT-
Jla He BCTIOMHHATL. 3eJI€HOE MoJie NMOA YTPEHHHM COJHIIEM, a
Ha TpaBe NayTHHA B KaIUIAX pockl. MoXeT, OHa JOJDKHA HCKaTh
MaTepHall, NOXOXHUIA Ha MayTHHY?

Ho xto MoxeTr cobuparh Takue ToHKHe HUTH? [laiipuu
NOYYBCTBOBAIA MpaYyHOe YHbIHMe. Eif 3axorenoch OTHIBBHIp-
HYTh OT cebs CTepXEHb H TPOMKO KPHKHYTb, 4YTO 3TO
HEBO3MOXHO.

U Tyt Xe nepen Heit Bo3HUKIO MHL0 MHrBapHEL. OXWI0 TO,
yeMy e€ yuiwia Myapas XKeHinmna: He XaneTb ce6s1, BEpUTD B
cBoH cnocobHocTu. Cka3aTh, YTO YTO-TO HEBO3MOXHO, Tpe-
X7e 4YeM He NOMBITAclIbCs, — INYTIO.

B mpoimioM cnocoGHOCTH AEBYIIKH He pa3 IOMOTANHY i
OTLICKMBATD GoJiee MPOYHBIE BEIIH, YeM BUCSALINE MEX IepEBb-
€B HUTH. Tenepb OHHM AOJIXHBI JIyJIIe MOCTYXHUTh €i.

ITox 60ckIMH HOTaMM — CaHIAJIMM OHAa COPOCHIA BMECTE C
IUIaTheM — MSATKO NPYXUHIIA Macca JaBHO ONaBLIMX JIHCTHEB.
3neck He ObUI0O HUKAKOM JPYTOii IOPOCIM — TOJBKO A€PEBbS.
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JlalippH OCTAHOBHJIACh M OCTOPOXHO KOCHY/IAaCh NaJIblaMHU
cTBo/a. 3aTeM NO-TIpeXHEeMY OCTOPOXHO OLIyIajla CTBOJL.
Cnaboe olnylieHHe ycWwidBaiochk. BoT 1o, yTo oHa HiueT!

OHa Hauwia KoHenl HUTH. CaMa HUTh yXogwia K APYToMy
nAepeBy. C GecKOHEYHOM ocTopoxXHocTso [lalipuH pasopBana
HHUTD U IpIoKaja cBOOOAHBIN KOHell K cTepxHIo. K e€ Bennko-
My o6Jier4eHMIO, HUTH TYT Xe NPWINIUIA K HeMY, KaK K CTBOJTY.
Ilopa... Crapasgcs He KacaTbC HHUTH, AEBYLIKA MeEAJICHHO
HaBHBAJIa €€, OCTOPOXHO, AepXa HUTh YyTh HATAHYTOM nepen
co0o¥i, pOBHO HaMaThIBasi €€ Ha CTEPXEHb.

IToBOpOT CTEpXHS... el MOBOPOT... — M BAPYT PyKa €&
3azesa 3a Apyroi crBoi. [JaitpuH obiery€HHO B3ZOXHYNa, HE
Beps, YTO €if yaaysoch cobpaTh CBOXO nepByi0 HUTh. Ho onHa
HHUTb — 3TO TOJIBKO Hayasa, eif HeJIb3s CTAaHOBMTLCS CaMOYBe-
peHHoii. CnegoBayio AyMaTh Toibko 0 HUTH! OHa OThICKajia
JpYToi KOHel M C TOH Xe€ caMOil OCTOPOXHOCTBIO CHOBA
Hayajla MelJIEHHO HaMaTbIBaTh.

15 TeX, y KOTo HET 3peHMs, NeHb Nogo0eH HOYH, HOYb —
OHI0. laiipiy Gosbllle He XWia TAKMMU U3MEPEHHIMH CBOETO
IwieMeHH. B mepepriBax MeXny CHOM M €l0Oif OHa XoaWia OT
CTBOJIa K CTBOJTY, HCKaJla HUTH U JyMaJa, IJisl KOTO cooMpaeT
MaTepHaJl: Il CaMMX TKAYMX WIM KOro-To ApPYyTroro.

JIBaXnbl oHa JOIycKaja OLIMOKY, O KOTOpOil €€ IpeayIi-
peXnaiy: JelcTBOBala CIULIKOM GBICTPO, CAaMOYBEPEHHO M
BCTpsAXHMBana HUTh. M Torma e€ sayimBasa JIMIKas XUIAKOCTD C
HUTH, U JEBYLIKA CTAHOBWIACh HEMOABIDKHOM, NMOKa €€ He
ocBoboXaa TKaymxa.

M xorsa €€ HUKOTIAa He PYTajli, KaXOblii pa3 nmoxocIeslas
Ha MOMOIIb TKAYHMXa M3/TyYajla TaKoe Ipe3peHHe K e€ HeJIOB-
KOCTH, 4TO Jaiip¥H BHYTpeHHE CKOPYMBAJIaCh.

HesByiika GbICTpO NMOHAJA, YTO BCe TaKUMXH caMku. OHa He
3HaJIa, YTO OHM [eNal0T C COTKAHHOM TKaHbl0. OHY TOYHO He
HCHOJIB3YIOT €€ caMHM M He IpoAaloT Kyga-To. Moxer, UM
NPOCTO HYXEH CaM aKT CO3JaHHs 3TOHM KpacOThl.

Te, xT0 Nogo6HO eif cobMpas HUTH, OBUTH CaMBIMHM MOJIO-
AbLIMH WIEHaMM 3TOTO HeyeJioBedecKoro obmecrBa. Ho u ¢
HUMH OHAa He cyMeJa 3aBs3aTh OOlleHUe, KaK CO CTapUIMMHU
TKaYuXaMH.
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Pa3 win 1Ba y He€ BO3HUKAIO 6eCIIOKOHHOE OLIYlIeHUE, ITO
OHAa YAEpPXHMBAEeTCId B 3TOM MecTe HacwibHO. Ilouemy Bc€
Mpolwloe KaxXeTcs eil Temnepph TaKUM HE3HAYHTEILHBIM U
HeBaXHBIM?

TKa4Mxy pa3sroBapMBajIM C Heil TOJIBKO MBICJIEHHO, Ia U TO
penKo, HO roJjioca y HUX ObUIM: Te, YTO paboTallM y CTaHKOB,
NMOYTH MNOCTOSHHO rygenu. X rymeHue Mano MOXoAWIO Ha
yesioBeyeckue recHu. Ho JlaiipiH NpuBLIKIa K 3T0i MEJIOAUH.
Pyxu e€ qBHTAINCH B TAKT €if, H MBICJIH yCIIOKauBIKCh. U BO
BCEM MHpe OCTABAJIHCh TOJBKO CTAHKH M HHUTHM, KOTOpHIE
HYXHO OTBICKMBAaTh ISl CTAaHKOB. TOJBKO 3TO OLUIO BaXHO.

TeM He MeHee HacTymwi AeHb, KOTAA AE€BYIOKY NMOABEIH K
ITyCTOMY CTaHKY ¥ ITO3BOJIUIH TKaTh. Jlaxke BO BpeMs XW3HH B
JepEBHE 3TO 3aHATHE TPeGOBAJIO IOJIHOMN €€ COCpeAOTOYEH-
HOCTH M TIpoBOpCTBa. Temepnr Xe, Koria CTaHOK Obul eit
HEe3HakoM, cTalo ewé TpyaHee. OHa paGoTasa, NokKa He
3a601€/TM KOHYHKH NATBIIEB, a TOJIOBA CTAJIa paCKAJIBIBATHCSA OT
HETPEPBIBHOM COCPeIOTOYEHHOCTH, HO IyIeHHEe TKAYHX BO-
KpYT 3aCTaB/sUIO NMPOAOJDKAaTh, HE OCTAHARIUBAsACh.

Korza e€ oxBaThiBajia YCTAJIOCTh, OHA 3acChHINala NMpsAMO Ha
paboyeM Mecte. OcTaHABIMBAIACH XK€ TOMLKO U €1bl, ITOTO-
My 4YTO 3Hajla: HYXHO MOIKpemwiTh Tejdo. Ho HakoHen —
IUIOXO WIH XOpOLIO — OHa BCE-TAKM NOKOHYWIA.

K ynusnenuio JlaiipyH, HUIKTO MX TKaYUX HE CTaJl OCMaTpH-
BaTh €€ paboty. Eif He cooOIIWIN, XOPOLIO WIM IUIOXO OHAa C
Hell crnpaBwiack. OTIOXHYB M CHOBAa MOYYBCTBOBAB NAJIBIIbI,
JeByllIKa ONATh NpHHsUIAch 3a pabory. U obGHapyxwna, yro
TOX€ HErpoOMKO I'yOMT.

Paboras, oHa olnyiasa B cebe TMPHUTOK HOBOil 3HEPruu.
MoxeT, pyku €€ ABHraioTcsi ¥ He TaK OLICTPO, KaK IJIMHHbLIE
najbliel, KOTOPLIE OHa BUAWT B co3HaHMM. Ho paGorana oHa
MMH YBEpeHHO U KakK OyaTo He mo cpoeii Boje. OHa TKana —
He 3Hasl, IUIOXO WIH XOpOollo, HO 3TO €€ U He 3a60Twio Goblie.
JocTaTo4HO GBUIO OCTaBaThCA B PUTME 3TOIO CIOKOMHOIO
TyACHUA, '

U TonbKo Koraa KOHYWICS 3anac HUTei ¥ B pykax y JHaiipux
oKa3saJicsl IMyCToi YeTHOK, OHa CIOBHO OYHY/Iach OTO CHa. Bcé
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Teso 6oJieNio, pyKH 6e3XHU3HEeHHO omycTiwnck. OHa olryinaia
ocTphlif rojion. M rymeHus oOCTalbHBIX OoJibllle He OBLIO
CJIBILIIHO.

HeByllIka HEyKIIOXe BCTajla W nobpena Tyma, rge crajia
padbiie. TaM OHa HalUIa NHUINYy, Noeja U Jierla Ha TKaHb,
TIOBEPHYBUINCH JIMLIOM K KpbIllie MeXIy Helo U HeOoM. OHa
YYBCTBOB&JIa CWJIBHOE HCTOLIEHHUE, BCA 3IHEprus IOKHHYJIA
TeJo, a COCOGHOCTh MBICIIUTh — MO3JT.

4

JaiipyH npocHynach B CTpaxe, CXHMasd pPyKH, TeJo e€
Apoxaino. CoH, pa36yauBIUHIi AEBYLIKY, OCTENIEHHO YXOA M,
OCTaBUB TOJIBKO ollylleHHe yxaca. Ho oH pasopBan yapsl
TKa4yuX, ¥ MaMsATh JeBYLIKM CHOBA CTajla SCHOM M YHCTOM.

CkonpKo OHa yXe 3aech? UTo mpou3oluio, Korga oHa He
BepHyJach Ha 6eper? Moxer, Kopabib noJ; KOMaHAOBaHHEM
Bunpyra ymeén, 6pocuB e€ 3necs? A Porap? Kanuran?

HaiipyH MeJIeHHO IOBOpaYMBajla ToJIOBY, OCO3HaBas 4To-
TO ewl€. Jlaxe He BHUAS CTAaHKOB, OHA YYBCTBOBaJIAa, YTO OHH
nycthl. ['yaenne npexpatwiock. Tkauuxu ucyesnu!

HaiipyH noBepwia, yTo ObUIa 3axBadyeHa B KaKylO-TO He-
BUIUMYIO CETb, ¥ TOJILKO ceifyac y He€ NosIBIIach BO3MOXHOCTD
BBIpBaThc Ha cBo6oay. [ToueMy oHa BooOlne pelnuia NpuiTH
ciona? IToueMy octanacs? JIeHTa ¢ 3amacTss ucuyesna. Moxer,
5TO OHa OKOJIIOBaIa €€?

Ena! JaitipyH He MOXET BHIETh, KaK Bce OCTATbHBIC B MHUpE.
Ho Tenepsb eii mokazajoch, YTO TINATeJILHO BhIpaGOTaHHas
CIOCOGHOCTH NOCTYDKEHHS TOXE NOKUHYINA e€. JleByilika BcTa-
Jla ¥ PYKOH 3ajieia CTaHOK, Y KOTOPOro TaK JoJjro paborana.
JT1060TIBLITCTBO 3aCTaBWIO €€ NMPOBECTH TAJBLIEM IO pe3yibTa-
TaM cBo# paboThl. E€ TKaHb 0Ka3ajiach He TaKOM IMIagKoif, KaK
Ta JIEeHTa, HO ropasfio, Topasfo Jydlle NepPBLIX NMOMbITOK.

BoT Tonmbko Kyza nogeBanuch TKaanxu? BocrmoMuHanme 06
yXacHOM CHE 3aCTaBWIO JAE€BYIIKY JBHHYTLCS no nosstHe. Bee
CTaHKM ObUTH MYCTBI, TOTOBasl TKaHb ToXe HMcye3na. aipuH
060 4TO-TO CHOTKHYJIaCh, HAKJIOHWIACh, NOLIyTala — CTEp-
XeHb 1711 cbopa HHUTEH.
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— Tnme BoI? — peumnwnack OHa Mo3BaTh BCAYX. THlIMHA
Ka3aJiach TaKoif yrpoXalollei, YTo JeBYyUIKe 3aX0TeJIoCh NpH-
XaThCS CITHHOM K CTBOJY, COODYIMTb XOTb KaKylo-HHOyIb
3aluTy. 3ammry ot Koro? Wnu yero?

HaiipyH He Bepwia, 4To Buiapyr ¥ ero mionu peuiarcs
TNPOHHUKHYTh B 3TOT Jec. Ho, MOXeET, y TKa4MX €cTb Apyrue
BparM, ¥ Ternepb OHU 6eXaJii OT 3THX BParoB, Jaxe He NOAyMaB
npeaynpeauTb e€?

C yyacTuBIIMMCA AbIXxaHHeM JlaiipyH NoTporajia HOX y ce0s
Ha nosice. I'me xe oHu? I'onoc e€ oTo3BaJICS TAKMM CTPAHHBIM
3XOM, YTO OHa He pellajach Oonblie KpuyaTh. Ho nocrapanacs
NPUCITYLIAThCH, U CTpax €€ YCHIWICS.

Ilenectena nucTBa Ha AepeBbsix. bonbue HuYero. U Huka-
KHX MbICJIE HHBIX IPUKOCHOBEHMI, HUKAKOIo HaMEKa Ha IpyTHe
opMbl XHU3HM NOGIM30CTH. MoOXeET, OTCYTCTBHE TKAHH Ha
CTaHKax O3HayaeT, YTO TKAYUXM He OexXayiv, a YLUIM ¢ KaKoii-
TO Apyroi uenbio? CMOXeET JIM OHA OTBICKAThL MX?

Huxkorna paHbile He MCHBITBIBAJIAa OHA TaK CIIOCOOHOCTH,
KOTOpbIM o0yuymna e€ MHreapHa. JlalipyH Xopoluo 3Hasa, YTo
Yy TKa4YHX ecTb CBOSl oXxpaHa. Ho He gymana, 4To B MX [V1a3axX OHa
3HAYUT TaK MHOTIO, YTO T€ CTAHYT 3alIHLIATHCS OT €€ OUCKOB.
IIpeanonoxuM, oHa MOMZET OTCIOAA CO CTEPXHEM B PYKax,
CJIOBHO Ha OOBIYHBIH cOOp HUTEIH?

OpHako BHayaje ciaeoBaJIo HaiiTH nuily. PykoBoacTBysichk
0OOHSAHMEM, JeBYLIKA JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO Hallla €€ — B ABYX
kop3uHax. OpyKTel 6bUTH CIIMILIKOM MSTKHUE, NIepeclieBLINE, Y
HHMKAKHX najouyek cyxoro Msica. Ho JlaiipuH cbena, CKOJIbKO
cMorja.

A NIOTOM, BLICTaBJISISI HANlOKA3 CTepXeHb, AeBY1IKA YTIIYOHU-
Jach B Jec.' Bce HUTH moGnm3ocTH ObUIM yXe cobOpaHbl, €€
HLIyLIMe NaIbLbl HUYEro He HaXOAWIH, HO OHA MpoJjoJiKaia
BECTU UIPY, KOTOPO#H, BEPOSITHO, HUKTO HE BUIEN.

OpHako HabGmoxaTe M Beé-Taky nogpwince! He tkaunxn: y
He€ CJIOXWIOCh COBCEM APYTroe BreyaTiieHHe, CJIOBHO clabble
HMCKpBl CPaBHMTENBHO C IpKUM KocTpoM. HabGmonarenn aABK-
FaJiMch 3a Helo, OHU ObUIM IAe-TO OJM3KO, HO HE MbITAINCH
BCTYNIHUTDb C HEIO B KOHTAKT.
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HakoHel oHa Hauwla Ha aepeBe HUTb. ICKyCHO HaBmia €€
Ha CTepXeHb, IIOTOM HalUla BTOpYyl0, TpeThlo. OgHako oT
cJAeAyIoleil B MCITyTe OTLIATHY/Iach. BTy HUTb MOTPEBOXWIH:
JEeBYylLIKa OLIYTWIAa OCTPBIA 3amax JIMIKON XMIKOCTH.

Ha crneayiolux aByX AepeBbsiXx HUTU ObUTH TOXE MOKPBITHI
XKNIKOCTBbIO. MoXeT, OHM AOJDKHBI YAEpXHUBaTh €€ B IUICHY?
JaiipuH cnerka noBepHy/nach. OHa yXe BbIlIUIa 3a Npenebl
3HakoMoi Teppuropuu. M B moGylo MUHYTY oXmuiana
CTOJIKHOBEHMA C Nperpagoil — 1ubo ¢ HUTLIO, MO0 ¢ Habmio-
JaTeJISIMU.

Cnenymolee nepeBo 6bUI0 CBOGOAHO OT HuTeil. JloBepsas
cBOEeMY ODOHSHMIO, AeBYILKA NONCKAJIa BbIXOA, HallesCh HANTH
€ro Bo3jic HeoxpaHsieMoro nepesa. OHa OBUrajach Tenepb
ObicTpee, HO NpomoJCKaia AesjaTh BHIA, YTO HIUET HUTH ¥
KaXJIoro JepeBa, ¢ KOTOPBIM cTajIKuBajiack. HaGmonarenu He
OCTaBWIM €€; OHa He CJblllaja HY 3ByKa, HO 3Hajla, YTO OHHU
3MECh.

Ewé omHo IOepeBo — TpoMa MNeTisla CJOBHO 3MI3aru
roJIOBOJIOMHOTO JJabupuHTA. [IpUXoquIoch HATH OYEHD OCTO-
POXHO U MeasleHHOo. Emé ogHO cBOOOOHOE AEPEBO, a NTIOTOM,
cjieBa OT Hee€...

TaMm cTOHaN 4Ye/loBeK, H OEBYLIKA cpa3dy OLIYTWIA CTpax.
3T0... 3TO CJIOBHO TeHb €€ JaBHO 3a6bITOro cHa. Bo cHe oHa
BHIeJIa CTpaJaHusl...

JlaiipyH octaHoBwiIack. Habmonarenu npuommxanuck. OHa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OHM COOPATUCh MEXIY HEIO U TEM MECTOM,
OTKyla JoHocwicsa cToH. U y He€ nosBwics BbIGOp: TMOO He
obpalaTth Ha CTOH BHUMaHHA, JIM6O momnsITaThcsl NPOHTH K
HEMy.

JleBylika He XOTejla NOKA3bIBaTb, YTO OHAa YCJbILIAJA.
CrenoBajlo NpoaoXaTh HCKATh HUTH, NMOMBITaTLCA OOMaHYTh
Habomopartenei. Bc€ e€ cylecTBO OTKa3bIBaJIOCh OCTABISITH
yesloBeKa B Gele, naxe ecim 3TO OOMH M3 moned Buapyra.

JlaiipuH npoTAHyIa pyKy, CIOBHO B IOMCKaxX HUTH, oXuaas
BCTPEYM C JIUMNKOii ceThlo. Eif nokasanoce, YTo OHa ynoBWIa y
HabmogaTeNneil Kakylo-To HeyBepeHHOCTh. Bo3MoXxHO, 3TO €€
€AUHCTBEHHBIN 1UaHC.
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ITanpubl €€ COMKHYTHCH BOKPYT TOJICTOM TKaHOI BepEBKM.
OTTyna nepeuuiy Ha Mewlok. Bepx Melnka 6bU1 IUIOTHO 3aTs-
HYT, OHa He CMOIJIa cpa3y pa3BsidaTh ero. Mellok, JOBOJIbHO
6osb10M, cBUcal ¢ BeTKM. 1 B HEM — B HEM KTO-TO ObLI
3aKITIOYEH.

HaiipuH orckoywna. Eciu oHa ¥ BCKpHKHYJ1a, TO caMa 3TOTo
He ciablana. Bce €€ 4yyBcTBa IOBOPWIM, 4YTO CYIIECTBO,
3aKMI0YEHHOE B MElIKEe, MEPTBO, HO yMepJIO COBCEM HelaBHO.
Ona 3acraBwia ce6s CHOBa NMPOBECTH MNaIbLIAMM MO MSTKOH
cBHcaolleld nopepxHocTH. CIMIIKOM MaJIEHBKOE — 3TO He
yesoBekK!

Teneps, 3HadA, YTO B MELLKE HE YeJIOBEK, AEBYLIKA Ooblie
He XOTejla 3HAKOMHMTbCA C €ro coaepXuMbIM. OTxonsd, oHa
3ajgena IUleyoM BTopoi Melnok. M moHsa, yto ABMKeTcH
cpely MHOXECTBAa TaKHX MELIKOB, H BO BCEX HHUX CMEPTb.

Ho oHa npopocxana casluarh ciadble CTOHBL. YenoBeyec-
xue ctoHbl. K ToMy Xe HaGmionarean HakoHell orcTand. Kai
6yaTo He cMeJM 3aXOQUTh B 3TO MECTO.

OtH MewlkH — JlalipHH OYeHb He XOTeJIoCh CHOBAa NMpHKa-
carbci K HUM. HexoTophle Kazanuch ropaszno jierde ocTabHbIX
M BepTeNNch, KOIa OHa HEBOJIBHO Kacanach MX. Jpyrue
CBHCAIM C TDKENOH HOLLEiA.

CTOHBI...

JeBylika 3acTaBuwia ce6 0ObICKMBATh MELIKH, YTO BHCEIHN
nepen Helo. CTepxeHb I/ cOopa HUTEH OHA 3aTKHY/A 3a TOSC.
BMecTo Hero oHa B3sla B pyKy HOX. M Koraa KocHyslach UM
NocJleAHEro Mellka, el OTBETWIO cJlaboe ABIKEHHE, U U3HYT-
PH TOC/BIIIANICS CAABJICHHBINH KpHK. JlalipuH ObUla yBepeHa:
3T0 mpockba O MOMOILIH.

OcTpué€M HOXa OHa MoIkbITajachk pa3pe3arh WeNK. [InorHas
TKAHb HEOXOTHO ToAaBajlach, TaKOW MaTepHall pa3opBaTh
Hejlerko. OHa pe3asia M pBajia, IOKa He YCIbILaia PUITYLIEH -
Hbil KPHK:

— Pagu Cana...

JaiipyH oTopBanace OT MeliKa. BHyTpH Ha caMoM aene
Haxomwics 4enoBeK. Y1 oH ObUT TLIATENIBHO OOEPHYT JIUIKOM
CEThIO, pacrnpocTpaHsBLUEH KpyroM enkuii 3amax. IIpotus
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3TOi CEeTH HOX becclleH. A ecliH OHA caMa KOCHETCH €€, To
TOXE CTAHET IUVICHHULIEH.

IIoanymas, oeByllKa cobpayia CKJIagKHi pa3pe3aHHOIo Melll-
Ka, 3aKyTaJla M¥MH CBOM NaJIbLIbl M NPHHSJIACh PBAaTh NAyTHHY.
U K cBoeMy o6neryeHuIo, noHsIa, YTo e 310 ynaércd. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO CTapaHMsA 4YeJloBeKa OCBOOOAUTHCS ToXe
NPHHOCHAT ycHeX.

U oHa y3Hana 3TOro 4YeJOBEKA M3 CBOEro IpOlUIOTo —
Potap! Ho 310 UM BeIuibLio Kak OyATO 4acTh CHa, KOTOPHIH
OHa LIEJIUKOM HE MOXET BCITOMHUTG.

JlalipiH Ha3Bajla ero o MMEHH M CIpOCHIa, MOXET JIM OH
BLICBOGOIUTHCS.

— Ha. A ew€ Buury. Ho yxe cxopo...

Hexoropoe BpeMs [aiipyH ciblliajia 3ByKH HABIDKEHH,
TIOTOM TSDKENBIH ymap o 3emno. Porap Tsokesno msliai.

— Jlenu, Tel He MoIJIa MOSBUTLCS B JIydllee BpeMs, — OH
CXBaTWI JEBYLIKY 32 pyKy. OHa HOYYBCTBOBala, KaK BOMH
TIOKAYHYJICSI 1 BOCCTAHOBWI paBHOBECHE.

— Ts1 paneH?

— Her. TononeH u xouy nutb. U1 He 3Halo, KakK HOJTIO S
npoBHceJ B 3ToH Ki1anoBke. KanuraH — oH cOYTET Hac obomx
MEPTBBIMHU.

— B xiagoBke? — 3TO CJIOBO NOJEHCTBOBAIO Ha HEE, KaK
yaap.

— Pa3Be ThI He 3Ha1a? [la, 3TO KJIafOBKAa CAMOK IIayKOB, OHH
31eCh COXPaHAIOT CBOMX CaMILIOB...

Haiipun nerTasace NoAaBUTh TOMIHOTY. Mewok U3 1ménka,
M3 NpeKpacHO COTKaHHoro ménka. M Tak Mcnosap3oBaHHBIM!

— TaM KT0-TO... YTO-TO €CTh, — BAPYT UCITYTAHHO NpOLIEI-
Tan Porap.

Habmogartenu, npeaynpeawio AeBYIIKY MBICJIEHHOE BOC-
npustue. OHU cHOBa NPHUOANKAIOTCA.

— To1 ux Buammns? — cnpocuna JdaiipuH.

— He scHo, — HO OH TyT Xe momnpaBwics: — Jla! OHHu
HabpacpIBaIOT CETH, TAKUE Xe, KaK Ta, B KoTopoii ovu1 1. Ux
HHKAKOe JIe3BUe He pa3pexerT...

— Memox!

— YTO THI XOYelIb cKa3aThb?
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Ionp3ysack MaTepuaJoM MeloKa, OHa CMOIJIa pa3opBaTh
HUTH CeTH. DTHU HUTH He IPWIMNAIOT K ENKY. OHa 06bsacHUIA
310 PoTapy, TOT BbIpBasl y HEE HOX, M OHa YCJbIIIA/la 3BYKH
pa3pe3aeMoil TKaHM.

Ha6monarenu... [Toka Portap onycroman mewxu, Jaiipux
NBITAJ1aCh MBICJIEHHO YBUAETEL HabmonaTeneil. OHM npubnu3u-
JINCb, HO CHOBAa OCTAHOBMWJIHCb, KaK OyATO He pellalMch
BCTYIIMTh B 3TO MECTO, AaXe €CJH UM NpUKa3aiu 3aJepXaTh
YeJiIoBeKa.

— OHM BHITYCKAIOT CBOM CETH, — Mpeaymnpenui eé Porap.
— XOTAT OKyTaTh Hac CO BCEX CTOPOH. '

— IycTs IymaioT, 4To MbI 6ECITIOMOIIHBI, — IIPHKA3aJia OHA.

— Ho ThI cunTaeus, Y7o Mbl He 6eCTIOMOIIHDI?

— C 3TUMHM MelIKaMH, MOXeT ObIThb, M HET.

Ecnu 6b1 oHa Moria BugeTs! JlaiipuH B pasapaxeHUH 4yTh
He 3amutakana. Kto atu Ha6bmonatenu? OHa 6bU1a yBEepeHa, 4TO
3TO He TKaYuxu. MoxXeT, MMEHHO OHM IOCTAR/ISAIOT HMTH,
KOTOpble OHa TaK TUIaTeJbHO cobupaia.

Porap BepHy/Cs K Heil M MPHHEC UENLIH BOPOX TKaHHU OT
pa3pe3aHHBIX MEWKOB. [leBylIKa cTapajlach He OyMaTh O TOM,
YTO ObUIO B 3TMX MEIIKAX.

— Ckaxu MHe, — TONpOCHIAa OHa, — KTO OHM, Te, YTO
IUIETYT ceTn?

OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa €I0 ITyOOKOe OTBpalleHHe.

— Ilayxu. OrpoMHble nayku. MoxHaTbie H pa3sMEpoM C
cobaxy.

— Yro oHM genaior?

— 3armterator orBepcTHe. [Io 06e cTOPOHBI OT Hero pac-
cTapiieHbl ceTH. Tenepb oHH Hcye3aloT. Tonbko oquH ocTancs,
OH BHCHUT B LIECHTPE TayTHHBI.

CxsatuB Portapa 3a pyky, /lalipyH 4yuTana ero MBICIH U
JOCTaTOYHO SICHO BHAE€Ja TO, YTO BHUAEA U OH, NOTOJIHSISA
HapMCOBAaHHYIO UM KapTHHY.

— OcranbHble, JOMKHO ObITh, OTNIPaBIWINCH 32 TKAYHXAMH,
— Ipeanosoxwia AeBywka. — Mtak,noka nepes HaMu TOJbKO |
OIMH...

— U nayruHa...

Ota BBINYCTWIA €10 PYKY ¥ CXBaTWIa KYCOK TKaHM.
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— M1 pomkuHbl 06Bg3aThca 3THM. He Kacaiics mayTHHbI,
TOJIBKO Yepe3 3TOT MaTepHall.

— Ilonumaro.

Jafipyud IBUHYyNAach BIEpEN.

— S 6yny pa3pbiBaThb TNayTMHy, — HOSCHWIA OHA. —
OxpaHHUK — TBOE nejio. [lonBeau MeHs K aepeBy, K KOTOpOMY
TpUKpeIUleHa NayTHHa.

OH B3s1J1 €€ 32 IUIeYH M MATKO HalpaBWI HajicBo. JeByluka
Zenajla OOUH OCTOPOXHBIN 1uar 3a APYTHM.

— JlepeBo mpsiMo mepen Toboii, Jieau. OxpaHHUKA He
onacaiicsl, — IoJioc ero 3By4yaJl MpayHo.

— IlomMHH, nayTMHa He NOJDKHA KacaThCs TBOEIO TeJa.

— Bynb yBepeHa, g 3aKpoloch, — nooGelai oH.

JlalipuH ouryTHiIa XECTKYIO KOPY, PyKa €€ ObUla Ha€XHO
3aKyTaHa B WIEJK. BoT — oHa Halrynasna KoHel HUTH. Ta 6bu1a
3aKpeIUieHa ropa3ao NpoYHee, YeM Te, YTO cobupaa AeByllKa.

— Xa! — pe3ko BHIKpUKHYN Porap. OH Gonbllue He cTosn
PSIIOM C Heil.

Jla¥ipuH, OTBICKaB BTOpPYIO HUTb, OLUYTHIA €€ APOXb. OX-
PaHHUK, OODKHO OBbITh, FOTOBWICA 3allvilaTh nayTuHy. Ho
OHa JI0JDKHA COCPEAOTOYUTLCS, OTBICKATh BCc€ HUTH K. OTOPBAaTh
MX OT JepeBa.

OHa He 3HaNa, CKOJbKO HUTEH HYXHO nopBaTb. CripaBa
NOCJIbILIAIMNCH 3BYKH JpaKy U TSDKENOro AbIXaHHS.

— Ara! — B ronoce Potapa npo3By4ano TopxecTBo. — JTa
LITyKa 6laronoyJydHo MepTBa, Jieid. Thl ObUia mpaBa, OH
Opocan Ha MEHsI CBOM HUTHM, HO OHH He NPWIMILTH.

— Kapaynsp!.. Moryr BepHYTbCSl OCTaJIbHbIE, — Npeaynpe-
IWia OHa BOMHa.

— 3Halo!— comtacwics ToT.

JeByuika paborana Kak Morja GbICTpO, OTBICKMBaJa HUTH,
paspbiBajia MX. MoryT BEepHYTbCS He TOJILKO NayKH, HO C HHMM
M TKa4YMXH, a UX oHa Gosiach ropa3fo Gosblie.

— IlaytuHa copBaHa, — BcKope obObsiBua Porap.

OnHako JlalipyH He HCNBITbIBaJIa OOJIErYeHUs OT 3TOM
Hebosboit nobensl.

— Jlenn, Teneps HyXHO obGepHYTH WWIENKOM H Horu. Hac
MOXET XIaTh NayTHHA Ha 3eMJIe.
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— Jla! — oHa He nogymMasia o6 3ToM, cYMUTas, YTO NMayTHHA
MOXET BHCETh TOJILKO MeXxay nepeBbiMu. — [IpuHecu MHe
ewl€ wWenKa.

JlaifipuH cTosUla B OXHMAAQHHH, C HaNpsDKEHHBIM TEJIOM,
NBITagCh C NMOMOLIBIO CBOMX YYBCTB OLIEHHUTb OKpYyXaloLlee.
BepHyncas Porap M 6e3 BCAKMX «C BalIero IO3BOJICHHSA»
MPHUHSUICS OKYTBIBaTb €€ HOI'M KyCKaMH 1IENKa, IPOYHO 3aBsl-
3bIBasi IX Ha MKpax.

M oHa, XoTOpoii KOoraa-To TaKk HpaBWIach JIEHTa KallMTaHa
OpTHCa, HCITBITATIa OTPOMHOE XeJIJaHHE OTLIATHYTLCS OT 3TOTO
weénka. OHa He XOoTesla KacaThCA €ro JaXe pagu cllaceHMs.

— D710 Jyyllee, YTO S MOT cAeJlaTb. — BOUH BBIITYCTHJI €€
HOTY, IPOBEPHMB Ha KPeIocThb y3eJ Ha rojieHd. — Ciabpllunlib
YTO-HUOYyb, JIean?

— Ewmgé Her. Ho onu npunyr.

— A XTO Takye 3TH TKaYyuxu? — CIpOCHJ OH.

— He 3Halo. Ho mioneit OHH LEHAT HEBRICOKO.

OH KOpOTKO paccMesuicA.

— 310 s xopouo noHsn! Ho Tebe oHM He NpUYMHWIY Bpeaa.

— 5 mymaio; IoToMy 4TO # cllenas U XeHwuHa. U Mano 4yro
0 HMX 3Halo. OHH TOpAATCH CBOMM MCKYCCTBOM M NbITAINCh
NMPOU3BECTH Ha MEHS BreYaT/ICHHE.

— Toiinem?

— Hapno cnenurp, 4To6LI HE 3amyTaThCcsA B MayTUHE.

— A nocnexy, neau. Ecin poBepuMca MOeMy 3pEHHIO,
cMoxeM UATH ObicTpee. MHoroe npousouuto. Kanuras, xots
OH ellé U cnab, CHoBa KOMaHAyeT KopabiieM. Buapyr MEpTB.
Ho xanuTaH He MoXeT oKa u36aBUTbCA OT cOpopa, moanep-
Xusasuiero Bunpyra. Y Tonbko 0H MOXET yaepXUBaTh UX IIOJ,
KOHTpOJIEM."

— 3HayuT, THI 34€Ch OOUH?

OH He cTaJ OTBevYaTb NpPSIMO.

— Bo3sbMuch pykoii 3a Moii nosic, a 1 Oyay HATH OCTOPOXHO.
O6e111al0, — 3TO BCE, YTO OH CKa3al.

Taxoii croco6 xoawObl ans JaiipyH ObLT YHHU3UTENEH.
JaBHO OHa yXe He IOJb3oBajach NMpoBoAHMKaMU. Ho oHa
3Hana, yro Porap npas.
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HTtak, xanutan OpTHC OCBOOOAWICS OT 3J/ILIX Yap ¥ BEPHY
cebe xopabas. OHa Geryio nogyMana o ToM, kKak yMep Buapyr.
Portap cTpaHHO Konebascs, Korga pacckasbiBai o6 3ToM. Ho
ceifyac HYXXHO 3aHATHCH HENMOCPEACTBCHHBIM OKPYXEHHEM.
JlalipyH He BepWiIa, YTO TKaYMXH TMO3BOJIAT UM Oecripensirt-
CTBEHHO YMTH.

U uyTh noroas noxsia, 4yto npapa. JeBylika no4yyBcTBoBa-
J1a, 4TO 32 HUMM CHOBa Habmionalot. Y Ha 3TOT pa3 MbIcJI€ HHbIi
KOHTAKT T'OBOPWI O TKayHXax.

— Hnyt! — npenynpeanna oHa.

— Ham HyxHo fo6paTbes no 6epera! OHH yCTAaHOBUIIH CBOU
JIOBYLIKM TOJILKO MeX JepeBheB. A Ha Oepery y MeHs roToB
CUTHAILHBIN KocT€p. Ecau ero 3axeub, npua€r «Mopckoit
BOPOH».

— Tbl He BUAMLID JIOBYLIEK?

OHa yyBCTBOBaJla HeTepIIcCHUE U COMHECHHC BOMHA, AepXka
€ro 3a pyKy.

— Her. Y cpeau nepeBbeB HET NMpAMBIX Tpon. TyT U TaM
BHCHUT NayTHHa. MBI MOXeM TOJbKO OOXOAHTh €€ U YKIO-
HSATBCS.

He Obuio HMKAKOro nmnpenynpexineHus, HHKaKOi BO3-
MOXHOCTH pa3XaTb pyKy. PoTap HeoXuaaHHO yman Bnepéa u
BHU3 ¥ notauiui JaiipuH 3a co6oii. OHa 60JIbHO olLiapananach
O cJoMaHHYIo BeTBb. Kak OyaTo mox HMMH pacKpbLiach cama
3eMIIA.

5

Hosznpu 3a6uBan 3anax cBexXeBbIKONAaHHOIM 3eMIH. Jlaiipux
Jnexasna nosepx Porapa, a oH cna6o wesemuicsa. HecMoTps Ha
yIM6Bb1 ¥ oleNIoOMJIEHHe OT HEOXUAaHHOTO NaJeHUsl, JEBYIIIKa
cena. OHa He 3HaJja, KyJa OHM yTiaJii, HO JOraablBajiach, 4To
C TIOBEPXHOCTH 33 HUMHU HaONIOAaloT.

— Tol paneHa? — cnpocu e€ CITyTHHK.

— Her. A T1?

— 51 ynan Ha pyky. Hageloch, 3TO TONbKO YUIMOBI, a He
nepenoM. Mbl B 0iHOI U3 HX JoBylIeK. OHH €€ NMPUKPBLUIH
CBCPXY, — MPa4yHO OOGBLSICHMI OH.
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Jaiippyn ObUla pama, 4YTO BOMH OTKPOBEHHO OITHCAJI HMX
nojioxeHue. BctaB Ha HOrH, AeBYIIKA NIPHHSJIACh OLIYTILIBATD
aMy. 3emiia o 6okaMm ObUla BiIaXHON M JMNKOH. Tyt u TaM
TOPYaIH TOJICThiE KOPHH. MOXHO JIM C MX TIOMOLIBIO BBIOPATh-
ca? Ho npexne yeM oHa cMorjia cripocuTh o6 3ToM Portapa,
TIpSIMO €if B CO3HaHHE YCTPEMIIKMCH CJIOBa.

«CaMka, 3a4eM Thl YKpajla y Hac Msco?»

JlalipyuH TIOBEepHYyJa TOJIOBY BBEPX, B CTODOHY OTBEpCTHS.
Tonoc 6bu1 Tak 61M30K, YTO OHa MOIIa IOBEPUTh, OyATO
HaBepXy TOPYMT TOJIOBA, a YyXMHe Ijla3a pacCMaTPUBAIOT MX.

— He noHumMalo, — oTBeTHIA OHA, COOPABIUHNCE C IYXOM. —
3OTO MyX4YHHa MOEIo IUVIEMEHH, OH BCTPEBOXWJICA U MPUILET
HCKAaTh MEHA.

«Tot, yTo ¢ TOoOOI, — Hale Msco'»

CMBICI 3TUX CJIOB BbI3Ban y JlalipyH He CTpax, a XOJMOIHBIH
rHeB. OHa He MOXET COIJIAaCHUThCS, YTOOBI YEJIOBEK CTal —
MSICOM. DTH TKAYUXU — OHA CYMTAJIa MX BHICLUMMHU CYlIeCTBa-
MM M3-32 KPaCOTBbl, KOTOPYIO OHHU CO34al0T, H3-3a MX MacTepCTBa.
OHa npMHHMAaJIa MX BEICOKOMEpPHE, IIOTOMY 4TO COTJlallianach,
YTO YCTYIaeT UM B MacTepCTBe.

Ho c xakoii 1enbio OHU UCNOJIL30BAIM CBOM NpeKpacHEIe
tBopeHua? llenn, TIo e€ nNpeAcTaBIeHUSIM, OKA3a1ach OTBPaTH-
TeabHOM U yxacHo#. U HeoxunanHo JlaiipuH NMOHsUIA, YTO HE
ObUIa 30€eCh TO-HAcTOsALIEeMY CBOGOQHOI, HUKOTA He ObLIa, 10
TeX MOp MOoKa He NMPOCHYNach W He OOHapyXwia NOKUHYTbIE
cTaHKM. TKayuxu oOBWIM €€ MBICIIH MayTHHOI Yap, NomnkbITa-
JIACh TIPUBA3aTh AEBYLIKY K ce0e M K CBOUM OObIYasiM TakK Xe
HanEXHO, KaK cBf3anu Teno Porapa sunkoil ceTsio.

— YenoBek He MOXeT OLITh BAalIUM MACOM, — OTBETHIA
OHa. '

U ycnbnnana B OTBET HE CJIOBA, HO MOPBIB HEKOHTPOJINPY-
eMoli sapocTH. JlaiipH MoKa4Hy/lach NMOJ 3TUM MEICJIEHHBIM
youapoM, Ho He ynaya. Porap rmoasas €€ o HMeHH, TIOAXBAaTWI,
yaepxai.

— 3a MeHs He bolicsi, — cKa3ajia OHa H BLICBOOOAWIACh. 3TO
e€ 6uTBa. [1ocKoNb3HYBIINCHL Ha BJIAXHOM NOYBE, OHA NOLIaT-
Hy/lach ¥ B3MaxHy/ja pyKaMM, YTOObI yaepXaTbcs. B riaszax
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BCIIbIXHYJA pe3Kasi 6oJib, @ IOTOM HAacTyIIWIa TbMa, B KOTOpOH
OHa COBEpIUEHHO 3aTepsUlach.

Bcé 3amonoHw1Ia AMKas xapa — oOxwuraiouii orons. Y
KPUKH — YXacHble KpUKU — pa3pbIBaIM ciayX. Hukakoii
6e30MacHOCTH He ocTasIoch B MHUpe. OHa cKopymiach B 6yaroc-
JIOBEHHO# TbMe, cnipATtajach. OHa BCE Xe MOXET BUAETb —
BuIeTh Ma3aMu! HeT, oHa He cTaHeT CMOTpPETh, HE IIOCMEET —
He XO4yeT BUIOCTb MEYH B OTOJIeCKaX KOCTpa, IIOTOKY KPOBH H
YyeJoBeKa, IPUOHTOr0 HOXAaMM K CTeHE M C1abo CTOHYIIETO.
JlalipyH npukasana cebe He BHOCTb.

— Haitipun! Jleon!

— Her... — 3akpuyana oHa. — Sl He Oyny cMOTpeTh!

— Jleoun!

— He 6yny...

Bokpyr BcnibIXxMBaIM pasHOLBETHBIE IATHA. HUKakmx Kap-
THH OTHS, KPOBH, MEYEH...

— Jlaiipun!

JIuno, gpoxaiee, CJIOBHO OTPAXXEHHE BO B3BOJTHOBAHHOM
Bozie. Myxckoe nuuo. U ero Mey — oH ceifdac NOJHUMET MeYd
H...

— HeTt! — cHoBa 3akpHyaja OHa.

OT cHIbHOTO yaapa rojloBa €€ 3aKayajach M3 CTOPOHHI B
ctopoHy. CTpaHHO, HO 3p€HHE OT 3TOTIO NPOSICHWIOCh. PsagoM
0Ka3aJioCch MyXXCKoe JILIO, Aa, HO OTHS He ObUIO, KaK He ObUIO
M MeyeH, 06arp€HHbIX KPOBbIO, HE ObUIO CTEHBI, HA KOTOPOI
BHCEJT TOT BOISLUMH...

MyxX4uHHa MATKO IepXall e€, 03a004eHHO BCMAaTPHBAasCh B
IJasa.

OHHU... OHM He B KpernoctH TpuH. JlaiipyH B3mporHyna:
BOCIIOMMHAHUA TIPWINIUIY K Hell, KaK Ipa3HbId mwiaul. Tpuu
ObL1 IaBHO, OYeHb OAaBHO. A NOTOM Mope, U MHrBapHa, u
PaHHOK. A Tenepp — Tenepb OHM B Ycrypre. M oHa He
MOHHMaJIa, YTO MPOU3OLLIO.

Ho oHa BuauT!

Bepwia mu UHrBapHa, YTo 3peHHe Koraa-HHUOyab BEpHETCS
x JaiipuH? Benb caMo 3peHHe €€ He MorubJ10, MpocTo peOEHOK,
YBHACBLINM HEBEPOSITHBIE YXachl, OTKA3ajIcsl CMOTPETh Ha
MHP.
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A Temepdb €€ 3peHHe BepHYJOCh. XOTS TKAYMXU HE 3TOTO
xoTenu. HeT, MBICJIEHHBIH NMOPBIB SIPOCTU LOJDKEH ObUT yOMTH
€€, YHUYTOXHUTb. A Ha CaMOM JieJie OHHU JaJIH €ii HE CMepPTh, HO
HOBYIO XM3Hb.

H 1yT Ta, 9yTO NOCHUIAJIA 3TOT MBICJICHHDIH yaap, 3aIsIHya
BHM3, Ha CBOIO HOOBIUY.

Jaiipus nogasuia crpaXx. Hukakoro oTcTyruieHUs ObITh He
moxeT. OHa DOIDKHA B3NISTHYTh B JIMLIO HOBOMY yxacy. UH-
rBapHa MHOTOMY €€ Hay4Wia, YKpenwia e€ UMEHHO 7151 3Toro
MOMEHTA B XXM3HHU, CJIOBHO Myapas XKeH1lIMHa Ha TOAbI BIIepER
3Haja, KaKas TIOMOlIb NIOHAKOGHTCS €€ MPHEMBILIY.

JleBylika He MoOAHsJIA pyKY, HO OTBETWIA yOapoM Ha ynap,
COCpeIOTOYNB CBOE BHOBbL OOPETEHHOE 3peHHe Ha 3TOM yXac-
HoM Juue. CaMoe yXXacHoe B HEM — €ro yeJloBeyecKas 4acTh,
OCTaJIbHOE — Tay4be, a BCE BMECTe CIIOCOOHO BbI3BaTh Oe3pac-
cyaHbiif yxac. Tkauuxa coGHupasa CBOM MEHTAJIbHbIE CHIIbI,
y10o6BI 0OpYLINTH Ha JlalipyH HOBLIH ynap.

Bonbume MHorodaceTouHkIe I1a3a MUTHYIH. JaiipuH cMoT-
peja, He MMras.

— IIpurotoBbCs, — LIenHYAa AeBylIKa Potapy. — OHH Kak
pa3 cobMpaloTcsl 3aXBaTUTh Hac.

BHu3 B AMY ycTpeMMIacCh JIMNKAS CETh, €€ OPOCHIH NAayKH-
ciyri. OHa YacTHYHO NPWIHIVIA K BRICTYTIAIOLIUM KOPHSM, HO
cepeayvHa ynaja Ha JBOMX JIIoAeH.

— IlycTh OHM 4O caMoOro mocjeJHero MOMEHTa CYMTAIOT,
YTO MBI GeCIIOMOLIHBI, — cKa3ana [laiipuH.

Potap He cTan e€ nepecrnpalliMBaTh; CBEPXYy UM Ha PYKH H
HOrM majano Bc€ Oonbliie HHUTei. Bokpyr HMX crueranu
TYCKJIO-cepylo nayTuHy. U Hudero GrecTdilero, Kak paHblie
MBICJIEHHO BH¢Na e€ JlaiipuH, B Heli He ObUIO. A MOXeT, 371ad
Heap yonna ToT Oyeck.

Hutn napanm, a aeByluka, He OTBOAA B3Iisida, CMOTpena
NpSIMO B OTPOMHBIE YyXAble IVIa3a, XOJOLHbIE U CMEPTOHOC-
Hble IMla3a TKayuxu. B Hux Hanpapnsa JJaiipuH cBolo cuiy,
KoTopylo nepenana eii UHreapHa, nmpiTasicb NpOHUKHYTb B MO3T
3a 3THMM OTPOMHLIMH IJ1a3aMH. HeTpeHupoBaHHast B UCKyC~
crBe Mynpoix 2KeH1uMH, OHa MHCTHHKTHBHO 3HaJia, YTO 3TO
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eIUHCTBeHHas opMa HanaeHHs1, KOTOPast MOXET CIIaCTH UX.

HeyXenn 3TH I'MraHTCKHME IVla3a cjierka noryckHeau? Je-
BYILIKA He ObUIa yBEpEHA, TaK KaK HE MOIVIa CITMIIKOM OMUPaThCs
Ha TOJILKO YTO BEpHYBILEecs K Hel 3peHHe.

Hutn nepecrann nagate. Ho Ha Xpalo sMbl Hadajioch
IBWDKEHHE.

ITopa! CobpaB Bce cHIIbI, HCTIONIB3YS BCe pe3epBbl, [lalipud
HaHec/1a IpAMOIi MbICJICHHBIH yaap no Tkauuxe. [Ipyyynnusas
durypa A€pHyNach M UCITyCTWIA KPHK, B KOTOpOM He 6bUIO
HUYero yeyoBeyeckoro. [IoToM oHa 3acTbula HA MTHOBEHHUE, U
ypOIJINBOE KONLIMapHOe TeJlio YNajJo M CKphUIoCh M3 BHUAA.
JlalipyH MOYYBCTBOBAIA, 9TO OOJIbLIIE HUYETO HE NAaBUT Ha e€
Mo3r. HanpoTus, oHa yloBMIa NMAHHUKY, CTpPaX, YHUYTOXUB-
LI BCIO CWITY TKA9UXH.

— OHH... oHHU yxoasar! — KpukHyn Portap.

— HagsepHo, Ha BpeMs1, — JlaiipHH NO-NpeXXHEeMY UCTILIThI-
BajIa K 3TMM CYLIECTBaM Y CTAHKOB TIOYTHTENIBHOE OMaceHHe.
OHM He CYMTAIU €€ NJOCTOMHBIM NPOTUBHUKOM M IIOTOMY HeE
MCIIOJIb30BAJIM BCIO CBOIO Mouib. Ho Temeph, Korma TKadIuXu
NOTPSICEHLI, COUTHI C TONIKY, OHH ¢ PoTapoM BbIMTpasi BpeMsi.

Mournonoii 4enoBeK psiioM C Hel HeJIOBKO cOpachIBajl HUTH.
OHHU JIeTKO CHnajaid ¢ WEIKOBBIX MOKPOBOB. HalipuH cTaina
AenaTh To Xe camoe. M Tyt oHa 3amurana. Tenepsw, Korma He
HYXHO ObLIO COCpeJOTOYMBaTh B3I HAa TKadyHXe, AEBYLIKA
obHapyxmia, YTO €if TPyAHO CMOTpeTh. TOJIBKO ¢ 6OMbIIUM
YCWIHEM MOIJIa OHa COCPeIOTOYMTD B3IIS Ha MpEAMETe, SICHO
YBHIETD €ro. 3TOMy €ii eln€ NpeACTOUT YIHTBCH, KAK paHblile
OHa yYWIAaCch BHUAETh MaJbLaMH.

Xotsa Porap u MopuIWicsi, MCNONb3ysl OAHY JIMUIL JIEBYIO
PYKY, OH BCE-TaKM CyMeJl, LEIUISASICh 32 KODHH, BbIOpaTbcs u3
simbl. I1oTOM paccTerHys nosic ¥ OIyCTWI €10 BHH3.

Br16paBIIMCh M3 3eMJITHOM TIOpbMBI, JaiipuH nosiro cros-
Jia, TOBOpavYKBasi NoJIOBY HalpaBo M HaleBo. OHa He BHAENA UX
B TCHHU JepeBbeB, HO OHM ObUIM TaM: M TKayMXH, U nayku. Ho
OQHOBPEMEHHO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIAa, YTO OHH BCE elIE MoTpsce-
HBbI; BCS X LICJIEYCTPEMJIEHHOCTDh M CWia 3aBHCE/Ia OT ONHOM,
ToH, KoTopyio [aiipyH nobenuna.

46



Bce oHM ObUTM OgHOro poaa: M JIOAHM-IIAyKH, H IIPOCTO
nayku. Bce nogumHsuiuch Bosie Benukoi, €€ MpICIM KOHTpO-
JIMPOBAIH MX, OHHU ObUIM €€ OpyAMsAMHM, NPOJOLKECHHUSIMH €€
camoii. Ml noxa Benukas Tkaymxa He npuiuuia B cebs, 3TH He
omnacHbl. Ho ckoapKo Oyner npogosokaThbesl 3Ta Iepeabimka?

JlalipuH cMyTHO yBHIeNa BrepelH Oosee sIipKoe IATHO, B
TeMHOTE 3JIOBELLETO Jieca CBEPKHYJ COJIHEYHBIH CBET.

— Iouutn! — PoTap Kpemnko cxBaTui €€ 3a pyKy. — beper
B TOM HarmnpasjeHHuu!

HeBylika mo3Bojidna eMy yTalluTh cebs, Mojajgblie OT
NOTEPSBLIUX NpeJBOAUTENbHHUILY NAayKOB.

— CurHaJibHBIA OroHb, — rosopmwa Portap. — S Tonbko
3aXTy €ro, M KalluTaH cpa3y HpUBEIET KOpaoJib.

— IToyeMy ThI IpHLIETI — OAUH C KOpPabsa? — HEOXUIAHHO
cnpocwia [laiipMH, KOrfa OHHM BBHILUIM M3 Jieca Ha SIPKO
OCBEIIEHHBIN conHileM OeperoBoif mecok. OT 3TOro cBeta
IJ1a3a Tak 3abojiesiv, YTO el NMPHUIIUIOCh IPUKPBITh UX PYKOH.

I'nang B wenu Mexny naiabuamu, JlaiipyH yBHOena, Kak
Porap moxan rneyamu.

— Kakag pa3nuia, Kak yMpET 4YeslIOBeK, KOTOPBIN yxe
MEpTB? Heobxoaumo 6bu10 fo6paThea oo Te6s. KanuraH atoro
caenatb He MOT: IocJie 3aKIMHAHUI pa360itHHKa OH GbLI e1le
CJIMLIKOM cJ1ab, XOTs O4eHb CEpAWIICS H3-3a 3TOro. A Oojblue
OH HHMKOMY JOBEPSITb HE MOT...

— KpoMe Te6s. Trl roBopuib 0 cebe Kak 06 yxe MEPTBOM,
HO THI BeAb He MEPTB. S Obula ciiena — Tenepsd s BIXKY. MHe
KaxeTcsl, YCTypT HaM OOOMM Aajl HEYTO TaKoe, OT Yero Mhl
JIETKO HE OTKaXeMcH.

Ero MpauHoe aHLO, ¢ TEMHBIMH M CTaphIMH IJIa3aMH,
HEOXHUIAaHHO IIOCBETJIENIO, OH YILIGHYJICH.

— Jleau, nparny rOBOPWIM O TBOeii cwie. Thl U3 YHuc/a Tex,
KTO MOXET 3aCTaBHTh YEJIOBEKA IIOBEPHUTD BO YTO YTOAHO, JaXe
B cebs caMoro. A BOT M Halll CHTHaJI.

BowuH yka3san Ha rpyay riaBHHKa. M XOTs mecok ycKomb3ai
M3-TI0[ €10 HOT, OCTaBWJI AEeBYLIKY M Iobexan K 3Toi rpyne.

JaiipuH nouuia 3a HUM 4yTb MedjieHHee. EcTb KamnuTaH,
ectb Porap, KOTOpBIii paiy He€ pPHCKOBAJI XHU3HBIO, XOTS M
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rOBOpHWJI, YTO HEBBICOKO €€ LIEHUT. Bo3aMoXHO, Temeph B €&
XU3HM MOSABATCSA U APYTHE; CO BpeMEHEM, MOXET, Y He€ Jaxe
6yner cBoit oyar. Hano cruiectn 3T npeacrosiiyve roabi, U
clenaTh 3TO HYXHO yMeJo, nmoabupasi OAWHAKOBLIE MO L[BETY
HMTH, TOTOMY YTO paHblile¢ OHA TKajJa B TeMHoTe. Ho Teneps
npouuioe no3aau. ¥ He HyXHo OIJISIABIBATLCA YEpE3 IUIEYO HA
TbMY Jieca. OHa AOJDKHA CMOTPETH BIIEPEA, B OTKPLITOE Mope,
oXHJasd, KaKoi OymeT cnenyiouiass HUTh OIS €€ TKaHH.

IMECYAHBIE CECTPBI

1

JeBouka ponuiach Ha paccBeTe, Korna TyMaH Houd Topo-
BBIX TONEH eI BUCE, TYCTOM M BJIAXXHBIHN, Y cTeH 3asa KenBbl.
Yrto camo no cebe yxe ObUTO OYPHBIM INpea3HaMEHOBaHHUEM:
BCE 3HAIOT, YTO B 3TO BpeMs POXIAIOTCS HETH C OapoM
NpeiBUACHUS, €T HEOOLIYHBIE; 3TO TNOCJHEAHUH MOMEHT
NpeabIAyLIero AHsA W MEepBLIH — MoOcCeayouero. A nydyuiee
BpeMsI 151 pOXICHMS HOBOTO 4YeJIOBEKA IUIEMEHH TOPOB — NPH
TIOJIHOM JIYHHOM cHsiHuU CBepKalolei.

Ha v poaunca pe6EHOK He 300POBBIM UM KPENKHM, KaKoi
BXOIMT B MHP C KPHKOM, TpeOys XU3HH U enbl. CMopleHHast
KOXa KpOLIEYHOTO TeJbLia Ka3aiach TyCKIOH, HOBOPOXIEH-
HadA JieXajla Ha pyKax 3HaxapKu HenoaBuwxkHO. U naxe He
nbiTajlach BIOXHYTb Bo3aAyX. Ho Hapony Topa HyXXHbI Bce AeTH,
Kaxaasi HoBasl XXM3Hb — Mperpaja Ha IyTH TbMbI, H NTOTOMY
TIOCTaPIUCh CNIACTH U 3Ty XHU3Hb.

3Haxapka npuXajiach rydoaMHM K XOJOAHBIM BSUIBIM ry0aM
pe6EHKAa M Hayaja BOLIXaThb BO3AYX B e€ro nérkue. JeBouky
corpesnu, €€ TPSCIH, U HAaKOHell OHa cJ1abo 3arulakasa — He
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NPUBETCTBYS XU3Hb, a NPOTeCTys NPOTUB Heé. ITpu aToM 3BYyKe
Madpa HaKJIOHIIA FOJIOBY, BHUMATEJIBHO CJIyLIas 3BYK, 00JIb-
1€ NOXOXMH Ha KPUK NTIOMMaHHOM B JIOBYIIKY ITTHLIbI, YeM Ha
TOJIOC HacToALIEro pebEHKA TOPOB.

I'naza Madpbl He BMACHH, OHM [OAaBHO yXe 3aTSHYTHI
IUIEHKOH, Yyepe3 KOTOpYIO He MpOoOHBaeTCss HUKAKOM CBET, Ha
3aT0 y He€ ecTb Apyroe 3peHMe. Korma X Heill npuHecnu
pe6EHKa, YTOOBI OH MOYyYWI 6arocjioBeHHe MaTepH JoMa M
xnaHa, Madpa He NpOTAHYNa PYKM HaBCTPeYy MalleHBKOMY
Temy. HanpoTus, oHa mokKayaja rojioBoi M ckasaja:

— Omna He Haiuei KpoBH. JlyX, KOTOPBIif M36paJ €€ Teno, He
npuiué€n. Bel npu3Banu K XU3HH...

M TyT oHa 3aMoiyaina. JKeHLIUHBI, IpHHECLIHE peGEHKa,
OTCTYIIWIH OT 3HaXapKH, a OHa CMOTpeJia Ha IeBOYKY, 3aKyTaH-
HYIO B TKaHb, KaK Ha CKOJIb3KOe GOJIOTHOE CYLIECTBO.

- Magpa MenieHHO noBopayHBasa rojoBy, 4 €€ HEBUASLIME
IJ1asa 110 oYepeaH YCTPEMIUINCh Ha KAXIYIO XEHIINHY.

— OpHako HUKTO He JOJKEH M AyMaTb O CMEPTH 3TOro
pebE€Hka, — pe3Ko cka3asa oHa. — Ero KpoBb — 3TO Halua
KPOBb, €10 KOCTb — Hallla KocTb. I BOT YTO 51 BaM CKaxy: MbI
JOJDKHBI TIPUBA3aTD K cebe TO, YTO XKHUBET B 3TOM TeJie, IOTOMY
YTO 3TO BEJIMKAs CWIa, KOTOPYIO pe6EHOK NOJDKEH HAyYHThCS
HCIOJb30BaTh. A KOIa HayduTCs, 3Ta CWIa CTAHET MOTYYHM

" HHCTPYMEHTOM U OpYXHEM.

— Ho 111 He nana eif UMeHM, MaTh KI1aHa. Kak MoxeT oHa
JXHUTb B AOME KIIaHa, €CJIM y He€ HET CBOGOIHO JaHHOIO MMEHH?
— cripociia camasi Xxpabpasi M3 XeHIIHUH.

— §1 He Mory momapuTh € UMs, — HETpOMKO OTBETHJA
Madpa. — Cnpocure y Cpepkaloleil.

HacTynwio yTpo, ¥ TyMaH IUIOTHBIM 3aHaBECOM 3aKphIBal
He60. Ho Bapyr, cioBHO cnoBa Madprl Ipu3Bajy 310 cyliec-
TBO M3 BO3lyXa, K XEHIIMHAM YycTpeMuics Gonblo
cepeGpHCTO-cepblii MOTBLUIEK, OAUH M3 HOYHBIX BO3MYLIHBIX
TaHuopos. OH cell Ha IOKPOB pe6EHKA, HECKOJIBKO pa3 pasBel
M cBEN Kphutha. M TOrAa 3Haxapka ckasana:

— Typcna... — TaK 3BaI4 A€BYUIKY-MOTbUILKA B CTADHHHOM
npenanuu o Typcne u XKabe-/psBone. Tak ObUIO NaHO UM
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Pe6GEHKY c-TyXoM-He-N3-KIaHa, UMs caMo ITo cebe HeoObrYHOE
M NipejBelnaolliee 3J10.

Typcna Beipocina cpeau Hapoaa Topos. Ilo o6br4asgM aToro
HapojJa, OHa TaK ¥ He y3HaJa, KTo e€ «MaTh». Bce 1eTH KiaHa
NOJIL30BAJIMCh OAMHAKOBOIA TI0GOBBIO B3POCJILIX M ObUIM paB-
Hbl. [TockoneKy B e€ nonb3y ropopwia Madpa, a camu TopoBsl
TONM NOCJIM €l MM, HUKTO He Oejiajl pasjIMyuil Mexny
Typcnoii ¥ oCcTaIbHBIMH AETHMH, KOTOPBIX TENEphb B IVIEMEHH
ObUTIO COBCEM HEMHOTO.

Hapon TopoB aeiicTBUTENbHO OYeHb ApPeBHUIl. B mecHsIx
TIaMSTH FOBOPWIOCH, YTO KOIIa-TO NpEeIKHd TOPOB ObUIM NTOAO-
OHBbI HEepa3yMHBIM XHUBOTHBIM (OHH OBLIM AaXe HIKEe MHOTHX
XHUBOTHLIX B CBoeii cTapoil 3emijie), M TOIAa HMX BOXIEM H
NMPOBOJHHUKOM cTai Bonst, onuH u3 JIpeBHux (BonbT ToXe He
ObUT YeJIOBEKOM, OH NPHHAMJIEXAJ K OoJiee IpeBHEH H BeTUKOH
pace, C KOTOpOH He MONIHM paBHATbCS doau). BoisT ObLT
ONMHOK M HAl€Jl B 3THX CYLIECTBAX MCKPY MBICIH; 3TO
3aMHTEPECOBAIO €0, H OH CTAJ MM IIOMOTaTh.

ITonymrruyse 1nio BonsTa no-npexHeMy H306paxanoch Ha
OXpaHHBIX TOTEMaX BOKPYT NoJjieil JOKyTa ¥ Xwiuil TopoB. Ero
NaMATH NOCBSLUAINCH NEepBhIe IUIOABI MoJjiei, KOITH H 3y0bl
CTpalIHbIX ALEPHILI-B3KOB, €CJIM KOMY-TO yIaBaJIOCh YOUTH UX.
HMmeneM BosbTa KIsuMch, H KISTBY 3Ty MOXHO ObUIO AaBaTh
TOJILKO TIO CEPbE3HOH NMpUYHHE.

Typcna pocna ¢usmyecku, pocan M €€ 3HaHHA TopoBBIX
Tornei. YTo HaXoAUTCA 3a NpelesiaMH UX GOJIOTHCTHIX 3eMeb,
He HHTepecoBaslo Hapohk TopoB, XxoTd TaM ObUIM 3eMJI, MOpe
M 00HTaJI0O MHOXECTBO pa3HbIX IUleMéH. Ho Bce 3TH miieMeHa
He TaKue JpeBHUE, KaK Hapol Topos, H He 00/1agaloT TAKUMH
NO3HAHUSIMH, TTIOTOMY 9TO He NOJTYYIWIH 6J1arocjioBeHust Bosib-
Ta, He YYWIHCh Y HETO BO BpeMEeHa, KOIla CO3JaBaJIuCh EpBble
KJIaHBbI.

Ho Typcna oTimrganacs ot apyrux. OHa Buaesna cHel. U emé
JO TOro KaK y3Hajla CJioBa, KOTOPBIMH MOXHO 3TH CHBI
OIHCaTh, OHU 3aXBaTWIH €€ U NaU €ii HOBYIO XU3Hb. U MHOrO
pa3 MuUp, KOTOPLIii OHa BHAENA B 9TUX CHaX, Ka3aJc eit bonee
SIPKMM M pealbHbIM, 9eM cTpaHa Topos.
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B3pocresi, neBodka ObOHapyXwia, 4TO CTOMT €H HadyaTb
paccKa3biBaTh POBECHMKAM O CBOMX CHaxX, T¢ NPUHHMAaINCh
HEJIOBKO IlepeMHHAThCA U cTapanuch H3teraTts e€. OHa obune-
J1ach, MoToM paccepamiachk. [Tosxe, MOXeT ObiTh, U3 CaMUX
CHOB K Heii IpH1IUIa MBICTb, YTO CHBI MpeJIHa3HaYeHbI TOJBKO
U1 He€ OfHOM ¥ OHA He NOJDKHA UMM HH C KeM Jeaurbes. U
OHa HCNBITHIBAJIa TOCKIIMBOE OAMHOYECTBO, MOKA He OOHapy-
XWwia, YTo caMH TOPOBHI TOIMH (XOTS 3TO COBCEM HE TOT MHP,
B KOTOPHIi YBOAWIH €€ CHBI) TOXE MOTYT OBITh TAMHCTBEHHBI-
MH M NpeKpPacHBIMH.

Ho Tak MOXeT CYMTaTh TOJILKO TOT, Y KOTO TeJIO TOpa U KTO
BhIpOC B OHOM M3 Ki1aHOB TopoB; motoMy uro TopoBsl TOnu
— MpayHas 3eMJIsI, B OCHOBHOM 3aHATasl 3JIOBOHHBIMHU 6oJ1o-
TaMM, U3 KOTOPBIX TOPYaT H30THYTEIE CKeJIEThI JaBHO YMEPLINX
JAepeBbEB; H KAXIYI0O HOYb HX CTBOJIbI IIOKPBIBAIOTCS CKOJIb3KH -
MM HapOCTaMH.

OcTpoBa, NogHUMAIOILIMECS M3 3THX TPSCHH, CBSI3BIBAET
CeTb JPEBHUX OPOT; CTAaPHHHEIE KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI OKPYXaIOT
1oJsA TOpoB, 0Opa3yioT 3aubl K1aHOB. [1o HoYyaM M paHHHUMH
yTpaMH Hag GoloTaMH Bcera cooMpaeTcs TyMaH M KIyOuTcs
BOKPYT OOBIMBLIMXCA KAMHEH.

Ho nna Typcnnl 3TM TyMaHbI ObUTH cepeOpHCTHIMHM 3aHaBe-
CSIMM, U Cpe MHOXECTBAa 3ByKOB HOYHLIX OOJIOT OHA JIETKO
-pacno3HaBajla M Ha3blBaja KpHKH IITHL, Xa0, JAryluex, siie-
‘PHL, XOTA JaXe 3TU XMBOTHHIE 3[leChb He ObUIM NOXOXM Ha
CBOMX POAMYEiA, XMBYILHX B IPYTHX MeCTaX.

Bonbliie Bcero niepyilka JiloOWIa MOTHUIBKOB, AaBLIUX €i
uMs. OHa oOHapyXwia, YTO MX NpHMBJIEKAET 3anax OJieIHbIX
LBETOB, KOTOpPhI€ LIBETYT TOJIBKO No Ho49aM. OHa ToXe NoJ-
106/1a 3TOT 3amax M BIUIETAJIA LIBETHI B cepeOpHCThIe NpSAAU
CBOMX JJIMHHBIX, AO IUIeY, BOJIOC, HOCWJIAa THPJISIHAbl ¥ BEHKH
u3 HuX. M Hayuynsiach TaHLeBaTh, pacKauMBasich, KaK OOJOT-
Hblii TPOCTHUK Ha BETPY, U KOIla OHA TaHHeBasa, K HeH co Bcei
OKPYTH CJIETATUCh MOTBUIbKH, JIETAIM Haj Helo, CaAWINCh Ha
€€ MONHATLIC BLITSHYTLIE PYKH.

Ho meBy1ku TopoB Tak cebs He BeayT, ¥ Typcia TaHLeBaja
B OIJUHOYECTBE H JJIA COOCTBEHHOIO YAOBOJILCTBHS.
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Bce roagb onuHakoBbl B TOPOBBIX TOISIX, MPOXOIST OHHU
MeaJlleHHO U paBHoMepHo. M Hapon TopoB He cuuTaeT HX.
IMoTomy yTo Koraa BonbT ocraBmi cBoi Hapo#, TIIOAH NepecTa-
JI¥ U3MepsATh BpeMA. OHH 3HaJIH, YTO BO BHELIHEM MMpE HAYT
BOMHBI M MHOTOYHCIEeHHble Oempl. Typcna cipluana, 4ro
OAHAXIBI, emE J0 €€ POXACHHUS, OXHOTO U3 BOCHHBIX BOXIEi
BHEIIIHETO MMpa INpeaaTe]bCcKu 3aMaHWIM B TopoBbl Tomu, a
TMOTOM ero 3abpajii Bpary, ¢ KOTOpbIMH Hapol TopoB 3aKiio-
YU HETIPOYHBIN M OBICTPO HapyLIEHHLI JOTOBOP.

Paccka3blBajIM H O IPYTOM — HO TOJBKO WIENIOTOM, H TO
HaMmékaMmu. Ew€ paHblIe MX CTPaHy NMOCETWI OOWH YEJIOBEK,
KOTOpPOro BBIOpPOCWIIO ToOciie KopabneKpylleHUs1 Ha Geper B
TOM MecTe, Iie 6osioTa conmpHkacalorcsl ¢ MopeM. M TyT ero
HallUla ofHa U3 Marepel KiaHa.

OHa noxaseJia 3Toro 4eJJOBeKa — OH OhUI TSDKEJIO paHEH —
M BONPEKH BceM oObIYasiM NMpHHecaa K 3HaxapsaMm. Ho xoHeu
Yy HCTOpHH ObU1 NEYaJIbHBINA, OTOMY YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK OKOJI-
JOBaJI TIEPBYIO AEBYLIKY KIaHa, M KOTa OH M3JIeYlIics], OHa —
OISATHb-TaK¥ BOMPEKH 00bIYaI0 — pelluia YiTH ¢ HUM.

He notoM oHa BepHynach — ogHa. U coobuiuina Kiany Mg
cBoero peGEHKa. A moroM yMmepina. OgHako MMA peOEHKaA
COXpPaHWIOCh B NMECHSIX NMOMHSUIUX. [OBOpIWIM, YTO OH TOXe
CTaJ1 BEJIMKUM BOHHOM U NpaBUTEJIEM 3€MeJlb, KOTOPHIX TOPBI
HHKOTa He BUOEIH. '

Typcia yacTo pa3Mslilisia 06 3Toi ucTopHH. g He€ oHa
uMena Oorblle cMbiciia (XOTA OHa He Morjia Obl OTBETUTD,
noyeMy), YeM OCTaJIbHbIE JereHabl €€ Hapona. OHa gyMana o6
3TOM IIpaBHTeJNIe, Ybsl KPOBb HAIllOJIOBUHY NpPHHaLjIeXala Ha-
pony Topos. IIpu3sbiBasia M1 ero Koraa-HUOyab 3Ta NOJOBHHA
KpoBU? MoxeT ObITb, JIyHa IO HOYaM WIH JIETKHE TyMaHBI,
KOTOpBIE JIOXKATCSI Ha €ro 3¢MJII0, BHI3BIBAJIM B HEM TaKue Xe
CHBI, HeOObIYHLIE U peanbHble, yTo U y He€? MHorna Bo BpeMs
TaHLIeB OHa Ha3piBasa ero ums: «Kopuc! Kopuch»

U yTo noKHa ObUIa MCIIBITHIBATD 3Ta ACBYLIKA, XHBS CpeqH
yyxux Joaei? A Kak XuBET oH? PaspriBaeTcs JIM ero cepale
Ha YacTH, KakK uHorga y Typcnel? B Heii TeyéT KpoBb Hapoza
TopoB, HO B TO Xe BpeMs Aylla €& 60T, 1 6oJIb 3Ta HHKOTIA
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He CTHXaEeT, HAalIPOTHB, C KAXKIIM N'OIOM XU3HH OHA CTAaHOBUT-
¢S BCE CHIIbHee.

Typcna pocyia ¥ NOCTYLIHO NOrpy3Wiachk B U3y4eHHE TOIO,
YTO TONOXEHO Mo obObryaio. E€ ToHKWe majiblibl MPOBOPHO
paboTai y TKALUKOIO CTaHKA, M TKAHb y He€ MojyJyaaach
I1agKasi 4 ¢ pMCYHKAMM, HeOObIYHBIMH A1 Hapoaa Topos. Ho
HHMKTO He oDOpalllaJl BHUMaHHUA Ha 3Ty CTPAaHHOCTh, 2 O CBOMX
CHaxX OHa JIaBHO IlepecTaja paccka3niBaTh. [To3Xe oHa oOHa-
pyXuja, 4YTO B NMOTPYXX€HHUM BO CHBI CKpBIBaeTcs Hemaias
onacHocTb. MHOrAa y He€ NOSBISUIOCh CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO, YTO
€Cc/IM OHa OyIeT HEOCTOPOXHA, TO MOXET HaBCErAa OCTaThCs B
HX CTpaHHOM MHp€ U HE CMOXET BEPHYThCS.

B 3THX cHax 6bU1a KaKas-To HaCTOHYHBOCTb, OHU 3aCTaBIISI-
U e€ genath To U 310. Hapon TopoB BiameeT HEOOLIMHBIMHU
cnoco6HocTaMu. M Hukaxoi Jlap 3mech He cyuTajics Obl
yyxnsiM. [IpaBaa, He Bce MOIVIM TAKUMM AapaMH MOJIbL30BaTh-
cs, HO 3TO TOJILKO €CTeCTBeHHO. Pa3Be He mnpapia, 4To y
KaXJoro cBoii oco6plii nap? OnuH MOXET paboTaTh IO ACPEBY,
apyrasg — TKaTb, TPETUM — OXOTHHMK, HCKYCHBIN B BbICJIEXH-
BaHHUHU JoObruH. A Madpa, Wi SnbKuMH, WIH YHHaHHA MOTYT
OfHOI cBoeii BoJiel nepeaBurath npeaMersl. Ho konudecTso
TaKUX AapoOB OrpaHUYeHO, U OHH TPeOYIOT MCIOJNb30BaHUSA
BHYTPEHHEH CWIbl, HCTOLIAIOT CBOEro obNanaTens, ¥ NOTOMY
-TIONIB3YIOTCS UMH O4Y€Hb OCTOPOXHO.

B cBoux 6onee 3pensix cHax Typcia He yxonuia Jajeko B
YyXAYyI0 MeCTHOCTb. HanpoTus, oHa 0OBIMHO OKa3bIBaJIach B
OJHOM M TOM Xe€ MecTe, Ha Oepery mpyaa, He MYTHOIO H
noJsiy3apocliero, Kak npyasl TopoBbIX TomeM, a YMCTOIO, ¢
3eJIcHOBaTO-Io/Iy00i BONOI.

Ho yro ropasno BaxHee, B 3TUX MIOBTOPSIOLIMXCS CHAX OHA
YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO KPACHOBATHI NECOK, OKPYXaloluil 3TOT
Npyn, KaK MSTKoe JpeBHee 30JI0TO oOpaMisieT AparoleHHbIe
KaMHH B paboTax peMecleHHHUKOB-TOPOB, — HEOObIYaiiHO
BaxeH. MMeHHo oH npuBnekan tyaa Typciay — OnUH TOJNBKO
3TOT NECOK.

JBaxapl ¢ HacTyTUleHHEM NMOJHOTH CBepKalollei AeByLIKa
HCOXWIAHHO npockinajack He B foMe KesBbl, a Mox OTKpPBI-
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THIM He6GoM, MpOCHINAIach CO CTpaXOM M He 3Hajla, KaK OHa
cioga nomana. OHa Mora Bo CHe 3a0pecTM B TPACHHY M
HaBcerna B Hel octathesi. Teneps Typcna 6osinach 3achinaTh
BeyepaMH, HO HU € KEM He Jemwiachk 3THM cTpaxoM. Kak 6yaro
006eT, HanoXeHHbIi1 caMuM BonbsToMm, cBsa3an e€ mbicau. CroB-
Ho caM BosbT npeaynpexnaliolle noJjoXwi najel eif Ha ryosl.
JeBylika Bc€ Oosblie TPeBOXWIAch M YyBCTBOBajla cebs
HECYacCTHOM. A OCTPOB C PacnoJIOXX€HHBIMM Ha HEM JHOMaMHU
KJIaHa Ka3aJics eil TIOpbMOIA.

B Houp camoro spkoro cBera CpepKalolllell XEHIIWHBI
Hapona TopoB coOHMpaOTcs U KymnalTcd B CHSAHHMH JIaMIIbI
BoruHm (TaK Teno AenaeTcst KPENKMM U N'OTOBUTCS K IPHHS-
THIO peGEHKA). A AeTeil y HUX ceityac oueHb Mano. Ho Typcna
HHKOTIA He XOAW1a Noy4aTts 61arocioseHue CeepKalowleii, U
ee He 3acTarsUTd. OQHAKO KaK-TO HOYBIO OHa XOTeJa MOHTH
BMecTe co BceMH. Ho xoraa xeHI1MHbI Ha4aJIM cOOUpaThCs, U3
TEMHOTBI NOCJBILIANICA HETPOMKHIA rosoc.

— Typcna...

JeBylika noBepHy/ach U yBHIEJA HA CTEHEe KPYT BBIIOJ-
3LIMX U3 CBOUX YOEXMII CBETASYKOB. B 11X cBeTe Ha Ha mocTenu
cugena xXeHurHa. Typcesia cKJIOHWIA NOJIOBY XOTS XEHUIUHA
He MOIVIa 3TOTO YBMIETL.

— Marp KnaHa, g 34€eCh...

— OroT 00psin He nia Tebs...

Typcne He HyXHbI ObUTH O6bACHEHUA Madph1, YTO HMEHHO
He 11 He€. Ho oHa McnbITasna CTHIA U OMHOBPEMEHHO THEB.
OHa Begb He BhIOMpana, Xakoit 6yneTr” HanmpoTHB, cyabba eé
ObUIa oTipenesieHa C CaMOro poXAEeHHs.

— A YTO Xe Torza ;i MeHs, MaThb KinaHa? S Oyay BeyHo
XOIUTh HEHAIIOJJHEHHOHN M HE JaM HOBYIO XM3Hb JOoMy?

— Tl nomxHa HcKaTh CBOIO 0CO0Y10 HATIOJIHEHHOCTD, IUT S
MoTbUIEK. ECTh cBOS Lieb B TOM, KEM ThI CTaja, U ewwE bonee
BeJIMKas LieJIb B TOM, KeM cTaHellb. TaM... — 1 Madpa pykoit
yKazajia Ha OTKPBITYIO IBEPh AOMa.

— Ho rne MHe HaiiTv €€, MaTh Ki1aHa?

— W, ¥ Haipéurs, AUTA-MOTBUIEK. OTYaCTH 3TA LieJIb YXE
B Tebe. A Korna oHa MOJHOCTBIO NMPOCHETC, Thl Y3HAEllb.

— To1 Gosnpllie HUYETO MHE He cKaXelllb, MaTh KJiaHa?
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— D10 BC€, YTO 1 MOTY cKa3aTh Tebe. Sl Mory 3arisaabIBaTh
Briepén. Ho Mexny MHoli ¥ ToG0OH TyMaH, Iyilie H TeMHee, YeM
TOT, 4YTO NopoXAaaloT mo HoyaM Topomel Tonu. U emg... —
XeHUIHHa NToMoJT4ajia, NpeXae 4eM NPONOJIKUTD.

— TwvMa xn€T Hac BceX, AUTA-MOTHLUIEK. MbI, yMeiolue
MpeABUAETh, BUAHUM JHIIb OAHY M3 MHorux Tpon. Kaxnoe
JeiiCTBUe MOpOXOaeT IO KpailHell Mepe ABa ITyTH, OOHMH B
COOTBETCTBHMH C pELlIEHHEM, BTOPOif — NPOTHBONONOXHBIHA. Y
s BXY, YTO TeNepb MOEMY Hapoy IIPeICTOUT TaKoe pelLeHHeE.
U 3510, GosplIOE 3710 MOXET MOC/IEI0BATh OT pe3yJibTaTa 3TOro
BbiGopa. Takoe pelleHne TpeGyeT npusbiBa Bennkoit Cuibl.

Typcna axuyna.

— Kak 3To Moxer 6bITh, MaTh Ki1aHa? Benukas Cuia He
NIPMXOAMT MO MpocToif nmpockbe. K He#t nmpU3BIBAIOT, TOJIBKO
Koraa Gonplasg OonacHOCTb yrpoxaeT myTd Bosbra.

— DT0 BepHO i1 IPOLLIOTO, ANTSI-MOTEUIEK. Ho BpeMs Bcé
MEHSET, U JaXe 06eThl MOTYT BLICOXHYTb, KaK TPOCTHHK, U X
Jierko nepenoMuts nanabuaMu. [pussis Bennkoit Cruts! TpeOy-
eT KpoBH. BoT 4ro f cKaXy Tebe, OUTA-MOTBUIEK. YXOIoH
cerofHsa Hounlo. Ho He nau B Mecto CBepKalolleH... TAaM MHOTO
TaKMX, KTO TaUT HeoObrMHble MbIcIH. HeT, Mau Tyma, Kyna
BJIEKYT Te6s CHBI, H fe/1aii To, YeMy Thl HayJuach B 3TUX CHax.

— Momu cunl! — ymuBmwiach Typcna. — Kakas oT HHMX
noJab3a, MaTh KiIaHa?

— CHbI NOpPOXAAIOTCS MEBICHBI0O — Hanleii WIH KOro-To
Ipyroro. A Bce MBICIH NoJie3HBl. ThI He MOXelllb OTKA3aThCs
OT TOTO, 4YTO BOLWIO B TeOS IPH POXACHHUH, AUTA-MOTBUIEK. U
TH Tenephb TOTOBa OTHICKATh 3TO M Mcnoib3oBath. HMawu...
Ceiigac xe!

IocnenHue e€ cnopa npo3sydyany Kak npukas. Ho Typcna
BCE€ emé Kosebanace.

— Marsp xi1aHa, gallb JIM ThI MHe 61arocjioBeHue, 1o6pyio
BOJIIO JoMa?

U xorna Madpa He oTrBeTNa cpa3y, Typcia B3ApOrsyna.
Bc€ paBHO 4TO OKa3aThCs Mepel AOMOM M YBUIETD 3allepTyIo
OBepb, OTPE3aBLIYIO €€ OT BCceX poAWdYeil M ToBapMilleil Io
odary.

Ho Bot Madpa nogHsana pyky.
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— JJo4b-MOTBUIEK, BO BCEM, YTO NIOMOXET Tebe UCIIONHUTh
BO3JIOXEHHYIO Ha TeOsA Liesib, ThI MOJy4Yacllb AOOpYyI0 BOJIO
noma. Ho B oTBeT ThI AO/DKHA HabpaThesl TEPIICHUS M IOHUMa-
Hud. Hert, g He Oyay HudYero mpeackassiBaTh Tebe, HUKaKoe
CJIOBO He JOJDKHO PYKOBOAUTH TOOOIO; THI JO/DKHA MCNBITaTh
TOJIBKO TO, YTO Yy TeOA B cepAlle U CO3HAHUH. A Telepb MAH.
Bepb cBOMM cHaM M uau!

Typcna BbIlILIa B HOYB, B MHP Y€PHOIO, NMOTOHYBLIECTO B
GonoTe nepeBa, cepebprcTOro TyMaHa M JIyHHOTO cBeTa. Kyna
Xe eif uaTu? OHa pa3sena pyku. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 MOTEUILKY HE
TIpWIETENH K HEH.

Beputs cHaM. B xakoM xe HanpaBneHuu e uaru? Cnenys
AUCHMIUIMHE TeX, KTo obnamaer [apoM, OHa mocTapajach
OYHCTHTh MO3T OT BCAKHX CO3HATEJbHBIX MBIC/ICH.

W peByinka molwia, yBepeHHO, KaK YEJIOBEK, HUAYLUMHA K
onpeacn€éHHoi ueau. OHa NOBEpHYJIa HE Ha BOCTOK, a Ha
3aran, CTYIIMB Ha KAMHH OIHOM M3 MEHbUINX Aopor. ['na3a e€
OBbUIM OTKPLITHI, HO OHA HE BHIEJA OKPYXalOlLIero, He BUesla
Jaxe cBoero Tena. I'me-1o Bnepean o3epo €€ CHOB M BOKDYT
HEro TOT KPacHBIH INECOK.

TyMaH okyTteiBal Typcily CIOBHO NOKPBIBAJIOM, CKpLIBas,
YTO JIEXUT BIlepedd, a YTO OHA OCTaBwIa 3a coboii. OHa
nepeceKkia OQUH OCTPOB, NOTOM JApyroii. Jlopora HakoHel
KOHYWIAach, HO A€BYyHLIKAa 0€30LIMO0YHO CTymaja Ha KOYKH U
y4acTKM cyxoii 3eMn. 1 HakoHell BeTep, CHILHBIM, HeCYLInii
3araxu HeoObrdHBIE W11 TOpOBEIX TOIE, pa3opBajl TyMaH.

Betep npo6yawn Typcay u3 e€ TpaHca. OHa OCTaHOBIWIACh
Ha caMoii BepllIMHe X0JIMa, MIOPOCIIETr0 TPaBOil U HallOMMHAB-
111eT0 naJiell TMIaHTa, yKa3biBalolMi Ha 3anan. O6e MM pyKaMu
JeBY1IIKa OTBeJIa OT I71a3 cepeOpucThie npsiau Bonoc. [Ipu ceete
JIyHBI CTaJIO BUAHO, YTO 3TOT XOJIM — NepBLIii B LieJION Irpsze.

M TyT oHa nobexana — serko. Kakas-To nperpaga BHyTpH
He€ JIONHYNa, U €€ OXBaTWIO CTpEMJIEHHE Y3HaTh, YTO JICXKUT
BIlepeaH, 9TO XAAJI0 €€ AOJIo, TaK AOJIO.

JeBylka coBceM He YIHBWIACh, YBUAEB MECTO, 3HaKOMOe
et mo cHaM. YucThlii npya 1 necok. Ho Ho4bIo 3T0 MecTo ObUIO
JIMIIEHO fAPKUX KpacoK CHa, MpyA Ka3ajcs TEMHBIM, IIECOK
TOXe.
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JleBylIKa paccTerHy/ia IUiaThe U NO3BOJIWIIA EMY, IPA3HOMY
OT Xonw0bl Mo G001y, ynacte. Ho He Ha necok. Huuro He
JOJDXKHO 3arps3HHUTh WIM IIOMETUTD 3TOT IECOK.

UM cama Typcna He cTymnaja Ha ero poBHYIO IIOBEPXHOCTb.
Hanporus, 3a6panace Ha KaMeHb Ha CaMOM Kpalo IUIsDKa M €
HEro HpIpHy/Ma B XAyLIyIo Boay. Boga coMkHy/ach BOKpYT €€
Tesa, He XOJIONHAA M He ropsyas, 1EIKOBO IIafgKasl, JIaCKaxo-
1wasn. Boga nepxana e€, Kak pyka ImraHra, Aepxaja MSTKO,
OCTOpPOXHO, YycroKamBaooumle. M ngeBylika oThnanach Boge,
3aCThIB Ha NMOBEPXHOCTH Npyaa.

Cnana 1M 0Ha WiH 6bU1a OKOJIIOBaHA Marueii, 0 KOTopoil He
3HAIOT BOCIIHTABIINE €€? DTOro OHa TaKk HUKOrJa U He CMOoIIa
y3HaTh. Ho Typcna yyBcTBOBajsa, YTO B Heli IIPOUCXOASAT
KaK#e-TO HM3MeHeHHMs. OTKpbUlach ABEpb, KoTopas GoJiblie
HUKoraga He 3akpoercsd. OHa em€ He 3HaeT, YTO 3a 3TOM
JIBEPBIO, HO BOJIbHA UCCJIEAOBaTh, Y3HaBaTh. TOIbKO BHAYAJIE...

IInaBas Ha MArkKoil nmoayuke Boawl, Typcia 3amena. B eé
IecHe He ObUIO CJIOB, OHa IleJla KaK NTHULA, BHayaje ele
CJIBILIHO, HETPOMKO, IIOTOM BCE rpoMye. 31o 30B? [la, 30B!

JleByluka niexana JHLIOM BBepX, B HeOy, K JIyHe, K 3BE31aM,
3TUM JAIEKUM HOYHBIM XeMJyXHHaM, H YyBCTBOBaJa, KakK
BOKPYT He€ HauHHaeTcs CTpPaHHOE LlieBeJIeHHE,, IIPUYEM JIacKo-
BO AepXaBluasi Typcily BoJa ocTaBajlaChb CIIOKOMHOM. 3TO
IBHTICA NMecoK BOKpYT mpynaa. OH TpaHcdopMHpOBaJcad BO
YTO-TO MHOE — YACTHYHO B OTBET Ha €€ NPU3BIB, YACTHYHO II0
BOJIe KOTO-TO APYTIoro...

Typcna nponomxana ners. Ho Teneps oHa pelmiach He-
MHOTO NOBepHYTh roioBy. Ha Gepery oHa yBuIesa necyaHblif
CTOJIO, OT KOTOPOIo HOHOCWICHA CNa0bmi 1yM, BbI3BaHHBIM
TpeHHEM NECYMHOK APYT O Apyra. OHM BPaIIaIMCh BOKPYT OCH
KOJIOHHBI C TAKOH CKOPOCTBIO, YTO Ka3aJIoCh: HET OTAENbHbIX
YacTH1I, a TOJIBKO CIUVIOIIHOM TEMHbLIH cTonG. Bec€ rpoMye nena
Typcna, Bcé 6o1ee TonCTHIM cTaHOBIWICS cT016. [0 BricoTe Xe
OH JOCTUIaJl pOCTa YeJIOBEKA.

OuepraHus CTO/NI6a HaYalH H3MEHATHCS, B OQHOM MeCTe
YTOHYaThCS, B APYTOM — yromiiatbca. CTo16 Hayal NOXOOUTh
Ha CTaTylo — BHavase rpybylo, c rojoBoii-11apoM, c becdop-
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MEHHLIM KOpsBuIM TesloM. Ho necok nponoiokan H3aMeHITheS,
M ¢durypa cTaHOBWIACH BCE Gollee 4eIOBEKOMOAOOHOM.

Hakonel Bcsikoe OBIDKeHHe npekpaTwiock. Gurypa crosia
Ha KaMHe, C KOTOpOIo NpH CBOEM POXIECHMH cobpaia Bech
necok. Typcna nobpena no Bofe, BhIIUIA HAa Oeper U OCTaHO-
BHWJIACh Iepe/] CYlIeCTBOM, KOTOPOMY €€ NEeCHS OTKpbLIa JBepb.

B co3HaHuUM AEBYLIKH BO3HHKIIO HMsI, KOTOPOE OHa JOCKHA
MPOU3HECTH, UM, KOTOPOE NMPUBSDKET K HEil 3TO CYILIECTBO,
cAenaeT MOCT MeXIy MHUpaMHM IPOYHBIM M 0e30MacHbIM —
Mexny MupoM Typcnbl M ApYTMM, YYXAbIM MHPOM, CTOJb
HeoObMHBIM, yTO Typcia gaxe BooOpa3uTh cebe 3TOro He
MOXeT.

— Kcakron!

Bexu necuyaHoOM XeHIIMHBI APOTHYJIH, MOAHSUTUCH. [1a3a,
MOXOXHWe Ha KpacHbIe MbUIAolINe YINIM, pasrisiasiBayin Typc-
Jay. JeByluika BHOena, KaK NOJHUMAETC H ONycKaeTcd Tpydb
HEe3HAaKOMKH, KaK JIVHHBIH CBET OoTpaXaeTcs OT €€ TEMHOM
KOXH, TAKOH Xe ITafKoM, KaK y Heé caMoii. '

— CecrTpa...

CrnoBo npo3Bydasio He rpoMue ENoTa. Y B HEM cablmancs
3BYK NOJ3yliero necka. Ho HM cama XeHUIWHA, HH €€ IoJIoc He
BLI3BIM cTpaxa y Typcael. JleByluKa NpoTsHy/a pyKy, npeia-
Jlarasi ApyxO0y mecyaHoM XeHuUIMHe. E€ KocHynach pyka, He
MeHee TMpoYHasi, YeM y He€ caMoii;, KpelKoe pyKoIoXaTue
NIPUBETCTBOBAJIO €€.

— A xaxnpana... — MelJIeHHO nporoBopwia Typcia u B To
J)Xe MTHOBEHME IIOHsIA, YTo cKasaila mnpasay. Iloka eé He
KOCHYJIMCh 3TH PYKH, B HEH Bcera XIIO CTpeMIIeHHE, KAKO¥ -
TO BHYTpeHHMH IoJioll, KOTOPLIH OHa JaXe He Ooco3HaBaJa.

— XKaxnana, — nosropwia Kcakron. — Ho Goiblue He
HYXHO, cecTpa. THl npulivla — ¥ Thl HallUla, YTO HcKana. U
cAenaellb TO, YTO JOJDKHA. '

— Ha 6yner Tak.

Typcna chnenana ew€ onuH 1war Bruepén. Pykomoxarme
NpepBajloCh, HO Telepb OHM pa3Besiu pyku. Y oOHsUIHCh, Kak
obHMMaloTCs pOAMYH, JaBHO He BHAEBLINE ApYT Apyra. Typcaa
NMOYyBCTBOBaJIa, KAK IO 1IeKaM e€ KaTATcs CJE3LI.
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— Y10 OoT MeHA TpebyeTcsa? — AeByIIKA BLICBOOOAMIACDH U3
OOBATHII M ITOCMOTpeJia Ha TaKoe Oym3koe auno. OHO ObUIO
CNIOKOMHO M HEIOABIDKHO, KaK IIECOK, Ilepell TeEM KaK €ro
BCTPEBOXIITH.

— Tombko TO, YTO BHIGEpELIL CaMa, — MOCJIEAOBAT OTBET.
— Packpoii cBo€ co3HaHHe, pacKpoii cepalie, CecTpa, H Thl BcE
YBUAMIID B Ha3HAYCHHOE BpeMA. A Tenepb... — IecyaHas
XeHUIVHA NMOAHSIA NMPaBYIO PyKy, U YyTh LIEpOXOBaThie KOH-
YUKH NaJIblieB, KOCHYBIIMCH J16a Typciml, 3a1e pxXamuch TaM Ha
HEeCKOJIbKO MrHOBeHHi. [10TOM naJibiibl MeAJIEHHO CKOJIL3HY-
JIM BHM3 10 BeKaM, KOTOphle i€ By1lIKa HHCTHHKTHBHO 3aKpbLia,
TPOHYNHU Iyonl. IIpUKOCHOBEeHHE Ha MHT NpepBaoCh, IOTOM
Typcna cHOBa NOYYBCTBOBAIA €0, NaJIblbl KOCHYIUCH IPYAH,
rIe yalie 3a0IIoch cepale.

M xaxnoe Takoe KacaHHE BBI3BAIO NPUTOK CHILI, TaK 4TO
Typcna 3agpnuana GeicTpee; OHa MCILITHIBAJIA HETEpIIEHHE,
NMOTPEe6HOCTh YTO-TO CHENaTh, XOTA YTO HMEHHO, He Morjia
cka3arb. OT 3TOro IIpUTOKA 3HEPTMH KOXY e€ 3aKoJIojIo, OHa
YYBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl XMBO#, KAK HUKOIJAa paHbLIE.

— MMa... — ObICTpO, TaK YTO CJIOBa 3By4YaslH YyTh CMa3aHHO,
3aroBopwia AeByiuka. — [a, na! Ho kak — u xorga? Kax u
Korza, necyasas cectpa?

" — Kak — y3Haews. Korga — ckopo.

— 3Ha4yuT — s JOoJDKHA HaWTH aBepb? M okaxych B Mupe
CBOUX CHOB?

— Her. ¥ xaxnoro cBo€ MecTo, cecTpa. J[o BpeMEeHH He HIIH
Bxoja. Tebe elu€ HYyXHO KOoe-4TO CleaaTh 3Aech. Byayiee —
3TO TKaLIKWi{ CTAHOK, Ha KOTOpPOM IIoKa HeT TKaHM. Cagucek
nepen HHMM, CECTpa, M CO3daBali PUCYHOK — BHadajle B
CO3HaHUH, a MOTOM OepH 9eTHOK M HayMHai TKaTb. B Hexo-
TOPOM CMEICTIE MBI CaMH — YEJIHOKM B PYKaX CHJIBI, MbI
CO30a€M PHCYHOK, KOTOPOIO CaMHM He BHUAHM, MOTOMY 4TO
CJIMIITIKOM OJIM3KM K HeMy. MBI BUOUM Y3JIBl, pa3phIBLI, HHOLAA
MOXEM MX JIMKBUIUPOBaTh, HO BCIO TKAHb BUIMM HE MEHI — a
ToT Bemuxwmii. [Ipmiuio BpeMs Tebe BHecTH CBOif BKJIal B
Cco3JaHHe 3TOr0 HEBUAUMOIO PUCYHKA.
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— Ho ¢ 1000ii...

— Muaninas cectpa, 1 He MOTY JOJIO COXPaHSTh MOCT B
TIPOCTPaHCTBE MeXAY HaMHU. MBI OJDKHbI TOPOITUTHCS BHITION-
HHUTH JOJIT, HANOXEHHBINH Ha Hac o0enX. TBoit MO3r OTKpEIT,
TBOM IV1a3a Telepb BUIST, ryObl TOTOBBI IIPOM3HECTH CIOBA, a
ceplle TrOTOBO BCTPEeTHTH Oyayinee. Coryiaii!

U Typcna, cTos y npyaa cBOMX CHOB, ciayiwiana. Kak Oynro
MO3T €€ CTaJI TTOPUCTHIM, OH OMyCTeJI, IpeBpaTWICHA B IyoKy,
TOTOBYIO HAIOJHHTLCS, KOraa €€ omycTsAT B Boay. [eByuika
clyluaja CTpPaHHbIE CJIOBa M He3HAKOMbIe 3BYKH M IJOJDKHA
6bu1a noBropsATh MX. M 310 OBUIO OYEHB TPYAHO: HEKOTOphIE
3BYKH, Ka3aJIoCh, BOBCE HE NpeJHa3HaYaJIUCh I TOTO, YTOOBI
MX IPOM3HOCHII YejIoBeK. Pyku e€ ABUraince, BHIBOAS CTpaH-
Hble 3Haku. W Bcoen 3a e€ mamblaMH B BO3AYXE OCTaBaICS
Clabblii PHCYHOK — KpacHO-KOPDMYHEBLIN, KaK TIECOK, M3
KOTOpPOIo ObUIO CO3JaHO TEJO YYMTENbHMIBI, WIH 3€JeHO-
romy6oii, Kak Boja IpyAa, pSAoM C KOTOPBIM OHM CTOSUTH.

IToToM IeByLIKAa BHE3aITHO IOLIUIA B ABIDKEHHUSAX TaHLIA —
0e3 BcsAKOM My3bIKHM, KPOMeE TOH, YTO B €€ cCoO3HaHUH. Bcé ato
HMMeJIo 3HaYeHHMe, XOTs OHa He 3Haja, Kakoe MMeHHo. OHa
NOHHMAJIa TONBKO, YTO Y3HAET TO, K YeMy ObUIa IpegHa3HaYe-
Ha C POXAECHHS, YTO CTAHET €€ OPYAHEM M OPYXHEM.

Hakonen necyaHas XeHUIMHA 3aTxaa, ¥ Typcna omycTH-
Jlach Ha TNecOK, YyBCTBYf, KaK YXOAHUT MOHEMHOTY SHEPTHS.

— IlecyaHas cecTpa, Thl TaK MHOTO Jasia MHe. 3auyeM? S He
Mory oTOpocHuTh oObrdan BosibTa M mpaBUTE 30€Ch.

— Ho 3T0 HHKOrAa M He 3aMBILUIUTOCh. Kak TEI cMoXelns
MOCJTYXUTh 3TUM JIIO[sIM — y3Haelllb cO BpeMeHeM cama. Jlait
MM TO, YTO JJI1 HUX BCETO HyXHee, HO He OTKPBITO, He Tpebys
Ui cebs HUKakod BiacTH. [JaBali ToNBKO TOorma, Korga 3To
ocTaHeTcsl He3aMe4eHHbIM. HacTymur Bpems, xoraa Tl Ha-
YHELB HOBBIM PUCYHOK B paboTe — M Toraa, Miaauas cecTpa,
BJIOXH B 3TOT PHUCYHOK BCE€ CBOE cepie!

Ta, yro orsviBaack Ha MM Kcakron M 4bné HCTHHHOE
obnnyre U cyTh Typcia BHIeNa JIMLIb CMYTHO (M TOJBKO B
Co3HaHuHM), BcTana. Ilecok BHOBB Hayajl BpallaTbCs, BCE
6rIcTpee M GhICTpee, ABYDKEHHS CIIWINCH B CIUIOLIHON BHXPb.
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XKeHuHa Tepsina BHEUIHOCTH Y€JIOBEKa TOYHO TaK Xe, KakK U
npHobperasia e€. Typcna 3akpruia JHMLO pyKamu, 3allylias
rj1a3a OT IlecKa, pasjieTaBLIerocsi oT IecYaHoro crojba.

JleBylika 4YyTh HaKJIOHWIACh BIIEPEN, YYBCTBYS, KaK €€
3aceinaet neckoM. OHa ycrana, Tak ycrana. [1ycTs coH e€ Oynet
6e3 CHOBUAEHHUI, MONpOCHWIAa OHa KOro-To, 4bl0 HUCTHHHYIO
NpUpoay NMOHUMaJA He OoJblue, YeM UCTUHHYIO BHELIHOCTh
KcakToi. [Tecok NpuKpBLUI €€ IETKO, KAK OESUIOM M3 Nay4bero
1WENKa, ¥ OHA YCHY/a — 0Oe3 CHOBHIEHMI, KaK M NMpoCcuia.

Pa30yniniu qeBylIKy JIydu nojyaeHHoro coqHua. OHa cena,
U C He€ NMOTOKaMM IToTwIcs necok. Bokpyr cusuiu spkue 1iBeTa
€€ CHa — KpacHBIH Necok, roxy6as Boaa. Ho To, yTo npousoui-
JIO HOYBIO, He ObUTo cHoM. He Moo 6uite. Typca HaGpana
TIECOK B TOPCTh M NPOITyCTUIA MexX TnajbueB. [lecok 3amech ObU1
OYEHb MEJIKHIA, OO/bllie MOXOXHI Ha IbUIb. '

OnxuM aBrkeHneM Typceia oTpsxHysa ero ¢ ce6s U cKilo-
HWIACh K 3¢ pKAILHOM IMOBEPXHOCTH Npyaa. Pa36us 310 3epKao,
YTOOBI CMBITh NECOK C PYK M JIULIA, IUIECHY/1a BOABI Ha TeJio. Jlyn
YCTOHYMBEIH BeTep; OAEBLINCH, AEBYLIKA Mpolilla MUMO CKaJl,
obpaMJIAIOLIUX TIpPYA.

Tak oHa BbIlUIa Ha Geper MOps M BIIEPBLIC B XU3HH YBHAEIA
OKHO BO BHEWIHUI Myp. OHa MHOTO c/IbilIaia 0 HEM, HO caMa
HuKorma He Buaena. E€ ovyapopana urpa BOJH, KOTOphIe
pa3MepeHHO OOpYLUMBAIMChL Ha Geper M orcTynaid. Typcna
CTYHWIa Ha NPHUIJIAXEHHBbIA Bogoi mecok. Betep 3mech Obin
ropasfio cwibHee, OH pBaJl €€ IUl1aThe, BSMETBIBaJ BoJIOCHl. OHa
pa3BeJia pyKd, CJIOBHO NPUBETCTBYs BETEP, B KOTOPOM He GBUI0
60JI0THOIO 3amaxa.

Xopo1no Ha npocTope... Typcia, ceB Ha ecokK, CMOTpeJia Ha
BOJIHBI 4 HeI'poMKoO Tnieia 6e3 cioB. E€ necHsa He TpeGosana
OTBETa, NPOCTO JEBYLIKE XOTEJIOCh NOATIETh MY3bIKe BeTpa U
BOJIH.

OHa yBHuIena Ha IieCKe PAKOBUHBI M C YIOMUBJIEHUEM H
PanocThIO NPUHSIACH Pa3IIsAAbIBaTh MX. OHU NOXOXHU U B TO
Xe BpeMsl He IIOXOXU APYT Ha IpyTa; OHAa BUIEJA, YTO Y KaXI0M
€CTh KaKoe-To oTinyue. Kak y Jomeit — y KaXJoro ecTs To,
YTO NPUHAAJIEXUT TOJIBKO EMY.
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HakoHell OHa HEOXOTHO OTBEPHY/NA JIMLIO OT MOpSI B CTOpO-
Hy TopoBbix Toneii. ConHile yXe CKIOHsIOCh K 3anany. Typcia
noayMaia, MINYT JM €€, ¥ YTO OHa AOJDKHA CKasaTh, YTOOBI
CKPLITh CJyJIMBIIEECS C HElO.

JleByllIKa 3aqyM4YUBO BBIITyCTWIAa COOpaHHbIE PAKOBUHHBI.
HeszayeM mnoxasbiBaTh, 4YTO OHa IIOObIBajla B MeCTe, Kyaa
OOBIYHO He XoIAT €€ colvieMcHHMKH. Ho HeT M npHYMHBI,
KoTopas noMeliania Obl eif NpuiiTH ciona ewé. 3akoHbl BonbTa
He TOBOPST, YTO MOpE 3aNIPETHO U1 T€X, KTO CJIeAYET APEBHUM
0oObIYassM KU3HU.

Typcna GbicTpo 1Iaraja mo Tpolle K OCTPOBY HOMOB, H
6os10Ta Ka3anKch €if TeCHHIMM M orpaHn4eHHbIMH. 1o nopore
OHa cobOupana JUCTb [JIS OKpackK¥, OOBOJIbHAas, 4YTO €M
TONaJIoCh HECKOJILKO KYCTOB KOpdmia — peIKOro pacTeHus,
JIMCTBSA KOTOPOTO HAIOT anylo KpacKy. E€ Mcronn3yioT yalie
BCETO IJI 3aHaBecei rpoOHULIbI BosibTa M TaKyio IMCTBY Beeraa
TNIPUHUMAIOT € PaJOCThIO.

U xorna Typcna BellUIa Ha 3aMaJHYIO JOPOTrY, B MOLOJIE €€
100KH, NpeBpallEHHOI B MELIOK, JIeXaJl XOPOLUMii 3anac TaKuXx
nuctbeB. Ho mpexne yeM oHa mojouuia K goMy Kensbl, e€
OCTaHOBMJIH.

— MHrak, cectpa-MOTBUIEK, Thl BCE Xe BepHYJIach K HaM?
KpbulaThle MOTHUIBKH YCTIM OT TeOs1, HOYHas Gpoasra?

Typcna 3acTeuia. MeHbllle Bcero eif XoTeIoCh BCTPETUThCS
c Abdpuxom. ToT onmpasics Ha KOINbE, HACMELIUTHBO IISAA Ha
neyliky. Ha mosice y Hero Bucenu 3yObl silliepHIIbI-B3Ka,
CBH/IETEJILCTBYS O XpPabpPOCTH U OXOTHHYbeM MacTepcTBe. H6o
TONBLKO YeJIOBEK CO CBepXOBICTPOil peaxkiideil U XMTPOCTBIO
PeLINTCST OXOTUTBCA HAa 3THX I'MTAHTCKMX ALIEPHLL.

— Jlobporo aHs Tebe, AbdpHK, — OHa roBOpWIa JOBOJILHO
xonogHo. OH HapylIw1 o6bryail B cBoéM npuBercTBHU. U cam
1o ce6e 3TOT QaKT €€ HEMAJIO BCTPEBOXWI.

— Jlobporo gHs... — MOBTOPWI OH. — A KaKoBa Xe GbLia
HOYb, cecTpa-MOTBUIEK? Koraa Apyrue TaH1eBaIH ITOA JTyHOM?

Typcna oyeHp yauBmiaack. Tak roBopuTh O NpHU3bIBE, TEM
Gosnee ¢ Hel, eml€ He Ha3BaBluel HHUKoro Mepen BoasToM!

OH paccMesuics.
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— He Meun B MeHs KONIbA IJla3aMM, CECTPa-MOTLUIEK.
MyxJuHa no/DKeH coOMIoAaTh OObIYau TOJBKO B pa3sroBope C
Jno4yepbMy BonbTa — UCTHHHBIMH JOYEPLMH, — OH CTYITHJI Ha
wmar 6mmwke. — HeT, ThI HOYBIO He HCKAJIA JIHBI, TOTIA KOI'O THI
MCKaJa, CECTPa-MOTBUIEK? — M POT €ro 3710 UCKPUBWICH.

HeBylika Hidero He orBeTwIa. JI1060# OTBET YHU3II Obl €€
B IMa3ax BceX. IIoToMy YTO MX pasroBop CJIyLIAIH, XOTS M C
pacctosgHus. To, 4yTo ckaszan u caenai ApdpHk, 6bU10 NIPIMBIM
OCKOpONeHHeM.

Typcna oTBena B3IIAA M Iolwia Brepén. JeByuika Obuia
yBEPEHA, YTO OH HE ITOCMEET OCTAaHOBHTb €€. M OH He
octaHoBmwI. Ho e€ ucnyraso, 4To oH MyoIM4Ho TaK obpaTwics
K Hell. K ToMy xxe HHKTO U3 ciTyluaTesiei He yIIpeKHY ero. 91o
65U10 MMoXoXe Ha CO3HATEIbHO OpraHM30BaHHOE OCKopOieHMe.
Ona kpemmye cxajla pyKaMH MMPOBU3HPOBAHHBIH MEILUOK C
muethaMu. T[lodyemy?..

Huxoro He 6bL10 y Bxoaa B oM Kensbl, ¥ AeBylIKa Bolwia
C BBLICOKO NOAHSATOM IoJIoBO#, pacnpsSMHUBIINCH, U3 CBETA JHHA
B NOJIYTbMY.

— Bepnynacy HakoHen? — Ilapya, ciayxuBluas riaazaMu
Madpsi, xucio mocMoTpena Ha AeBYUIKY. — I'ie Tol Gnlia,
Kxoraa Tebe HyXXHO ObUIO CTaTh 4acThIO ypoxas Hoyblo? B sty
HOYb THI JOJDKHA ObUTa BBITIOJTHUTH CBOM JOJT.

Typcia ypoHWIa MELIOK C JIMCThIMH Ha MaTpall.

— Ilapya... TBI Ha caMOM JeJe cYyMTaellb, YTO A JOJDKHA
6bU1a MpocuTb fapa CBepKalollei? — cpocuiia OHa roJIocoM,
M3 KOTOPOTO NOCTapajlach YCTPAaHUTh BCE 3MOLIMH.

— Kak 310? Thl B3pocnag xeHumuHa. TBoi Joar — poXaThb
JeTei... €ClIH MOXellb!

— Eciu Mory — TBI caMa cKa3aia 3710, Math. Ho pa3se MHue
BCIO XM3Hb He TBepAWIH apyroe? YTo 1 He NOMIMHHOI KpOBU
TopoB 1 NOTOMY He I0JDKHA AaBaTh XU3Hb pe6EHKY U3-32a 3TOi
cBoeH yyxoit yacTu?

— Hac Teneps Tak Majno... — Havana Geuto Ilapya.

— W notroMy xnaHy HyXHBI JaXe AeTH ¢ n3bgHoM? Ho He
TakoB ob6prdaii, [Tapya. A HapyineHHe oObrdasg AOJDKHO OBITH
Tpoie/IaHO OTKPHITO, Tepel rpobHunei BoabTa, M JODKHBI
TIpUCYTCTBOBATh BCe.
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— Ecnn Hawe yucio OymeT yMeHblIaThcs, — Bo3pa3wia
ITapya, — BoOOllle HEeKOMY CTaHeT NpH3bBIBaTh K Bosabty.
Jo/mkHbI OBITh NTepeMeHbl, Jaxe B oObrdasx. byaet npussis —
Bonswoit IIpuseiB. Tak peleHo.

Typcna nopasunace. OHa cibiliala pa3roBopsl o bosbiom
Ilpu3niBe; MoOCIEeIHUN COCTOSUICS MHOIO JIeT Hasajl, Koraa
Hapon TopoB Ha KOpOTKOe BpeMsl HOITyCTIJI Ha CBOM 3eMJIH
yyxecTpaHleB. IMeHHO Torna 3mech GbUI B IUIEHY BOCHHBINH
BOXIb M3BHE — BMeECT€ C TOif, TOBOPWIH IIENOTOM, KOIo
u3opan cBoeit negu caM Kopuc. Or 3TOoro He mpou3ouuIo
foJblIOrO 3712, HO MOTOM TOPHI 3aKpbUIM 60JIOTa, M TeNepb
BHEILIHMIf MHD B CBOIO OYepeab 3aKphuics nepea HuMu. U naxe
TorAa He BCE COIVIALIAIMCH, YTO NMOCTYITWIHA IPaBWILHO.

D710 npaBAa, 4TO C KAXIbIM FOIOM poXaaeTcs BCE MEHblIIe
geteii. OHa cnbplliana, Kak Madpa u npyrue Marep KIaHOB
TOBOPWIM O PUYHHe 3TOT0. MOXeT, MX HapoA CJIULIKOM CTap,
CJIMUIKOM JOJINO Naphbl CO3MAIOTCA TOJNBKO M3 CBOMX, KPOBb
pas3xikaeTcsi, co3uaaTesIbHas cuia cinabeet. Moxer, nmostomy
OHHU XOTAT 3aCTaBUTh €€ NOAYUHUTLCA UX HesaM. [ToTomy yTo
TOJILKO CHJIOH OHM NPHUBEIYT €€ Ha NPHU3bIB — K TOMY Xe HHU
onuH Myx4uHa B TOpOBBIX TOISIX elI€ He CMOTpPeJ Ha He€ C
XenaHueM. He co3HaBasi 3TOro, oHa npuxajia pyK# K rpyau.
Ona He noys Bosbra!

— Hrak, MoTteIEK, — nponomxana Ilapya, riasas Ha Heé,
KaK nokasajoch Typciie, KOBapHO H 3JIOOHO, — TBOE TeJIO
NpUHaIeXUT TopaM, Thl JODKHA NOCTYKUTH LesisiM Boibra.
Tloaymait 06 3TOM.

Typcna 6picTpo moBepHYyIach K anbkoBy Madpsl. B nocien-
HYe THU MaTh KJ1aHa peAKO BHIXONUIA U3 Hero. Y He€ HCKYCHbIe
PYKM, UX MAaCTEPCTBO IEePEXWIO HCYe3HYBLIee 3peHUe, U OHa
OCTaBalach IOJIE3HOM JIIOAAM: Jlemwia MaJleHbKHe TOpIUKH,
KOTOpblE MOTOM OOXHTaIH, CIUleTala HUTH TOHbLLIE, YeM €&
OoJiee MoJioable MOTOMKH.

Ho Ttenepy Typcna yBuaesa, YTO 3TH PYKH HENPHUBLIYHO
HEMOABIDKHBI, OHH OeCCIUIbHO JIeXaJli Ha KOJEHSX cTapoit
XeHIIUHb. Madpa cumena c BHICOKO TIOOHATON TOJIOBOIA,
JIMLIB YYTh HAKJIOHUB €€, NpHUCITylInBasch. JleByllika Hepelun-
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TeJIbHO CTOSUIA TIEpel Helo, He cMest HApYLIHTh 3TO IToXoXee Ha
TpaHc cocTtossHue. Ho Madpa 3arosopuina:

— Jlo6poro nHs, MOTBUIEK-AUTA. [JoOpEIM IycTh OyneT TBOM
yXol, NOGPEIM — IIPHUXOA, TBepAa IOXOAKA, PYKHM IOJIHBI
ronesHoi paboToi, cepalie — TEIUIOM, @ MO3T — IIOJIE3HBLIMHU
MBICJISIMH.

Typcna onycTunach Ha KojieHH. CToJb He OObIMHOE MPUBET-
cTBre! Takoe NpMBETCTBHE — TaKoe NMPUBETCTBUE IojIaraeTcs
JAoYyepH KidHa, KOTopas FOTOBUTCA NMpUHecTH pe6enka! Ho...
noyemy...

Madpa noaHsna pyky, nporsHyna e€. Typcna GwicTpo
HaKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY M TMOLIEJIOBaIa AJIMHHbIE, MOXyAEBLINE OT
BO3pacTa NajibLbl.

— Mars KiIaHa... 1 He... MHe He TojIaraeTcsl TaKoe IpuBec-
TBHE... — TOPOIUIMBO 3aroBOPUJIA ACBYLUKA.

— To HanosHeHa, — cka3asa Madpa. — HanonneHa He
TOI XH3HBIO, KOTOpasi CO BPpeMEHEM OTHEIUTCA OT Teba M
craHeT caMocrosiTeibHOM. Ho B TeGe ecTh HOBast XU3HL H CO
BpeMeHeM OHa BhliiieT HapyXy. U ecim 310 mpon30oHaéT mo-
OpyTOMy, He TaK, KaK y OCTaJIbHbIX, — TaKOBa Ha TO BOJH
BoJibTa WM TOIi CHJIBI, YTO CTOSUIA 32 HUM, KOTZa OH BBIBOAWI
Hall Hapox 13 BapBapcTBa. M ¢ To60# npou3oiiaéT To Xe, 4yTo
CO BceMM HamonxHeHHBIMH. Tak ckazaHo B IoMe M KiaHe. U
€CJIM TaK CKa3aHO 3[ecCh, TaK Xe OydeT cKa3aHO NMOBCIOAY B
Hapoze.

— Ho matb k1aHa, ec/ii MO€ TeJIO He COOEPXUT XXU3HH, OHH
He noiimyT. U Korma npoitn€r BpeMs M s He NpHHeCY IUIoAa,
KOTOpBIii HyXeH AOMY U KJIaHY, pa3Be He HAaCTYIIUT pacIuiaTa?
Y10 cKaXyT TOrma o Toii, 4ro oOMaHya AOM M KiaH?

— Huxkakoro oomana HeT. Ilepen To60ii 3amaya, ¥ THI €€
BBINIOJIHUIIL Gnarogapss Xu3HM, KoTopas B Tebe. M Torma
OTKpPOIOTCA JiBe JOPOTH, O KOTOphIX s Tebe roopuwia. OgHa
Cloa... — cTapyxa yKa3ajla Harpaso. — JIpyras cioga, — ¥ OHa
nokasaya HaneBo. — He Mory yBumeTh, Kakas CTaHET TBOEii.
Ho Bepio, yro BriGop TBO# Oymer MyapmiMm. I[lapya... —
NpOH3HECa OHa IrpoMye, Ta IOAOLUIA H OMNMYyCTWIACh Ha
KOJIEHM, KaK U Typcra.
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— Iapya, Typcna, D0Yb-MOTHUIEK, HaNoJIHEHa, H MYCTh
BOM U KJIaH JeHCTBYIOT Mo 0obLIyalo.

— Ho oHa... oHa He ObL1a Ha TNpU3bIBEe M BblOOpE, HE
TaHleBajJa MoA JIYHOH, — Bospaswia [lapya.

— Ona 6puia nocnaHa Moeil Myapoctbio, [lapya. Toi
ocnopuiib 3T0? — rojjoc Macdpsl 3Byyan xosogHo. — OHa
ylllJla HOYbIO ¢ Moero GnarocnoBenusi. To, YTo OHa Hckana —
M Halllla, — COOTBETCTBYCT Bosic Bonbra. Tak oTKpbUIO MOE
npeasuacHue. OHa BepHynach HanoJIHEHHOM. S npu3Haio 3T
M JaHHBIM MHe BosbsToM [JapoM npoBosriauiaio 37o.

ITapya packpbLia poT, CJIOBHO cOGMpasiCh BO3pa3uTh, IOTOM
3aKpbuia. Marts knaHa ckasana. Ckaszana, yro Typcna Hanon-
HeHa. U Teneppb HMKTO HE OCMENMTCS YCOMHUTBLCS B 3TOM.
ITapya nokopHO CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY M NOLEJOBAIA NPOTAHYTYIO
pyky. IToToM nonsTiack, He OTpbIBas B3rsaa oT Typciel, H
IeBylllka TMoHs1a, yTo XoTa Ilapya OTKpBITO He peuIniach
CNOPHUTH C MaTEPBIO KJaH:, HO B INIyOMHE AYLIY OHA COXpaHWIa
CBOE MHEHHE.

— Marp knaHa, — GBICTPO 3aroBOpWJIa HAEBYLIKA, KakK
TOJILKO Yoeaunacs, uyto [lapya He MoxeT €€ ycnbllaTh, — 51 HE
3Hal0, Yero XAYT OT MEHH.

— 3To 1 MOry cKa3aTth Tebe, AUTA-MOTEINEK. CKopo nos-
BUTCS TOT, KOTO NMPHU30BET YHHAHHA — NMPU3OBET HE TOJIOCOM,
HO caMUM npu3bsiBoM. KpoBHEIE CBSI3n yaepXaT ero, npusie-
KYT Clolia, KaK B JIOBYLIKY Wwin ceTb. Ho Liesb, ¢ KoTopoii ero
MPUBIEKYT... — B rooce Macdps! 3a3By4an HOBblE HOTKH. —
Llenb 3Ta — KoHel, cMepTh. Ho ecny ero KpoBb 6ynct nponura
nepen rpo6HuLeli Bonbra, OHa rPOMKO NPHU30BET K MccTn. U
3TOT NPU3bIB OOPYUIMT Ha HAC CWIBI BHEIHETO MUPA C OFHEM
u ctanbio. Hapon Bonsra norn6Her, n TopoBsl TONMM npeBpa-
TATCA B NPOKIATYIO NMYCTHIHIO.

MuI cuuTaeM aeteii o61mM AoctosHueM. Huxro He roso-
PHT 0 pe6€HKe: 310 MOii. Ho BO BHELIIHUX CTpaHaX 3TO HE Tak.
TaM HeT HAOMalIHMX KJIaHOB, TaM JIIOOU Aendrca Ha Gonee
Menkue rpynnbl. U1 pe6EHOK TOJIBKO OBOMX NpPU3bIBaeT Ha
noMoulb — Ty, YTO POAUJIA €r0, U TOro, KTO HAmoOJHWI e€
XU3HbI0. HaM 3TO KaXeTcsi CTpaHHBIM M HEMPaBWIbHBIM. 3TO
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HapyllIeHHe CBsA3eli, B KOTOpbIX Haula cuna. Ho mionm xuByr
No-pa3sHOMY.

OnHako HHO# 00pa3 XU3HM NAET U APYTHE CBA3H, KOTOPBIX
Mbl He MoHuMaeM. CTpaHHble cBSI3U. EcM KTO-TO MOXHUMET
PYKY Ha pe6E€HKa, TO poqUBLIAs €TI0 M TOT, KTO HallOJIHWI e€,
6ynyT OXOTHTECS Ha 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa, KakK siluiepHlia-B3K OXO-
THTCS Ha JIoAEil. A TOT, KOro TIPU3OBET AJI1 CBOMX LieJieid
VHHaHHa, — CBIH Be/JMYaiilllero BOMHA BHeEIIHero mMupa. Sl
6010Ch 3a Halll HApOX, AUTS-MOTBLIEK.

IIpaBga, YyTo Hac cTaHOBUTCA BCE MeHblle, 4YTO IOCJe
KaXA0ro BLIOOpa MOXHO HAaCYMTATh JIMLIb NoJIpyKH Aeteil. Ho
3TO Halla Tleyalb W, MOXET, BoJIs caMoii xu3HHU. [IponuBaTs
Xe KpOBb — HET.

— Ho kakoBa Mosi poJib B 3TOM, MaTh K1aHa? — crpocuia
Typcna. — Tbl xo4yelb, YTOOBI S BBICTYIIWIA IIPOTHB CaMoOii
Vunanub? Ho naxe ecny Thl Ha3Bajla MeHSI HAIlOJIHEHHOI,
pa3Be K MOMM cioBaM nipucayinaorea? OHa MaTh KlIaHa, ¥ Tak
KaK Thl GoJiblle He XOAWINb Ha JYHHBIE TaHIBI, OHa MPOBO-
OUT HX.

— 370 BepHo. HeT, s He Hajarao Ha TeOs Kakux-Jubo
obs3aHHOCTel, A0Yb-MOTBUIEK. Korma HacTynmuT BpeMs, Thl
clienaelllb, YTO AOJDKHA; Th CaMa y3Haelllb, IOTOMY YTO 3HaHHUe
Oyner B Tebe. Tenepp naii MHe pyKu.

Madpa nogHsia pyxu IaioHsIMH BBepX, Typcia moioxuia
Ha HUX CBOM — JIaNOHSAMM BHHU3. Y cHOBa, KaK B TOT pa3, Koraa
obmanace ¢ Kcakron, noyyBcTBOBasa, 9TO B HE€ BIMBAETCS
3HEPIrus, U YTO OHA XOYET €€ HCTOJIb30BaTh, HO NTOKA He 3HAeT
KakK.

— Hrak... — Madpa ropopuia IENOTOM, CJIOBHO coo01a-
J1a BEJIMKYI0 TalfHy. — S ¢ caMoro TBoero poXaeHus 3Haja, YTo
TBI He OTCIOAa, HC BCE Xe KaK 3TO CTPaHHO!

— TToyeMy 3T0 NpoOH301LIO HMEHHO CO MHO#, MaTh Kj1aHa?
— cnpocwia Typcna.

— A mnodeMy NpOMCXOIMT MHOIoe, NPHIUHBI Yero HaM
HemroHATHRI? 'Ie-To cyllecTByeT IIaBHBIH PUCYHOK, a Mbl —
JIMLUB YacTh €ro.

— OHa ToXe cKa3aja Tak...

— Ona? [lymaii o Heil, MBICICHHO HapuCyi e€, AUTA-
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MOTBUIEK, — Tenepb Madpa oxxubunace. — [Ipencraps e€ cebe
pagu MeHs! — IpuUKasajia OHa.

Typcna nociylHo npeacTaBwia BpalllalolIMHcs necyaHbli
cTONO U Ty, KOTOpasi coMHpoBajiach M3 HEro.

— To ¥ BopaBoy HamoJHeHa, OUTA-MOTBUIEK, — CITYCTA
JIonroe BpeMs ckasaja Madpa co B3noxoM. — HamonHeHa
3HaHMEM, KOTOPBIM, HaBEPHOE, TOJIBKO Thl 00JIalacllib B 3TOM
mupe. XoTesa Obl 1 MIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOI 00 3TOM M TOM, YTO
ThI y3Hana. Ho 310 HeBO3MOXHO. 3T0 3HaHHE He NpeaHa3Ha-~
YyeHO M MeHA. 1 HM ¢ KeM He JeNHCh UM, N0Yb-MOTHUIEK,
Iaxe ecmn Tebe 3axodercs. Beapo, npenHazHayeHHoe A
CeMSTH JIOKYTa, KaK ObI HCKYCHO HM OBbUIO cieIaHO, HE YAEPXHUT
Bofy. Bofy HyXHo0 JepXaTh B 060XCKEHHBIX INIMHSHBIX KyBLIM~
Hax. Teneps MAKW M OTHOXHU. M XMBM Tak, KakK INOJIOXEHO
HaNoJIHEHHEIM, IIOKA HE HACTYIIUT TBOE BpeMs.

Typcia BepHyZJach Ha CBOE MeCTO B JAOME KiIaHa — B
MaJIEHbKYIO 3aropoJiKy, KOTOPYIO OTBEJ/IM €ii, KOorla oHa Obuia
elé peGEHKOM, a He XeHIIMHoM. [JeByliKka 3an€pHyna cruie-
TEHHBIA M3 TPOCTHHKA 3aHaBEC, KOTOPBIH OTHENsUTI €€ OT
OCTAJIbHBIX, Cejla Ha MaTpall U 3aAyMalach.

Cnosa Mapdsl He H30aBAT €€ OT JYHHBIX TaHLEB, HO
TIPEKPATAT BCSAKME MOMBITKH pa3roBapMBaTh C Heil, Kak Ad-
dpuk. Jliobasg Takass peyb, JII000I YrpoXalolIUMi XKECT CO
CTOPOHBI JIIOO0r0 MyXX4YHMHBI JIIoOOTo JoMa OyayT HeMeaJIEHHO
Haka3zaHbl. E€ ocBoGoaIAT OT MHOrux BuaoB pabGorel. EquH-
CTBEeHHas TPYAHOCTb — OTHBIHE eil He pa3peluaercsl OXHOI
YXOOHUTE C OcTpoBa. HamosjHeHHble Bceraa HaXxomATCH TOXR
OXpaHOI — paaM MX Xe 6e30ImacHOCTH.

Typcna mpoBena pykaMM IIO CBOEMY CTpPOMHOMY Teny.
MHoro 1M npoiaéT BpeMeHHU, IpeXae YeM CTaHET 3aMETHO,
YTO €€ XKUBOT He pacTeT? XKeH1IMHBI HabnmogaTeTbHEI B TAKHX
Ienax: poxXacHHe — HX BeJMKas TallHa, ¥ OHHU Geperyr eé.
MoxeT, oHa cyMeeT NpUCIIOCOOUTD YTONUEHUE MO 0AeXA0H.
HanonHeHHble 9aCTO NPOCAT HEOOBMHYIO MHLIY, MX NPHBbI-
YKU MEHAI0TCS. MoXeT, OHa cyMeeT 3TO MCIOJIb30BaTh.

Ho co BpeMeHeM HCTHHY Bc€ paBHO y3HaloT. Uto Torma?
Hackonbko OoHa 3HaeT, HUKTO HMKOTrJa He Jraj 1o TaKoMy
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neBony. 3To MoAPHIBAET caMble OCHOBHI Bepbl. Kakoe Haka3a-
HHME couTyT A Heé pmocratouHeiM? Ilouemy Madpa Tak
nocTynwia ¢ Hei?

Huxro u3 Topos, Typciia 6611a B 3TOM YBepeHa, He BOCTIPH-
MeT HIel0 HanolHeHHuA 3HaHueM. Ho Benb He oHa 00bsaABWIA
06 3TOoM. Madpa, MaTh KI1aHa! 3TO CO3HaTE/IbHOE HapylleHHe
oObIyaeB, M eif HyXHO ObITh TOTOBOMH M K IPYTHM HapylIE€HHRM,
Ha KoTophle HaMeKana Madpa.

IIpuseiB panu xposu. Typcna rmy6oko Booxuyna. Ho ecnu
OHa NpaBWIbHO NoHs1a Madpy, 3T0 ToXe HapylleHHe O0bI-
gas1. Yenopeyeckoe xeprponpuHoueHue? OnqHako faxe BombTty
HUKOTJa He NMPHUHOCWIM TaKHX XEPTB -— CMEpPTh YeJIOBeKa,
KOTOpast MOXET MPUBECTH K rubenu Bcex TopoBLIX Tomel U
Hapoza TopoB. A kakosa e€ posib BO BcEM 3TOM?

Ona momma 6bl... HeT, 4yro-TO 3ampetwno eid. EumE He
HacTajJlo BpeMS OTKPLIBATh MO3T, Ie XP2HUTCSA TO, YTO OHA
y3Hana ot Kcakroi.

OHa nomxHa HabpaTbCsl TEPIEHMS M XOPOIIIO CHITPaTh CBOIO
poib. JeEyillKa OTBeNa 3aHaBeC M BcTala. Teneps eif HYy>XHBI
eda M nuTheé. HeoXuaaHHO OHAa TNOYYBCTBOBAIA CHIbHBIM
TOJIOA U cyxocTh Bo pTy. M mouina Ha KyxHio, HaMepeHHas
no3aboTHTLCA O CBOEM TeJie M 3aNpeTuB cebe MyMaThb.

3

Ipoiuno Tpu aHA. Typcna crapanach AepXaThCs HE3aMETHO
M NIPpOBOIWIA BCE BpeMs C Y€JTHOKOM B PyKax, 3aHATast CBOUMM
MbicsiMM. KnaH nmpuHsin cnosa Madpsl — Ja M Kak Moo
6brTp MHaye? Typcene okaspiBalM yBaXeHMe, mogobaloluee
HaTIOJIHEHHBIM, IPUHOCWIM JIYYLIYIO MUY ¥ HE TPEBOXIIH,
Yero oHa SIBHO XOTeJa.

Ho Ha TpeTnii AeHb IeByllIKa OYHYJACh OT TNOJYTpaHcCa,
KOTOphIi caMma cebe HaBs3aia, U NONBLITAJIaCh pa300paThCs B
TOM, 4TO Y3Hana. bonbiuieit yacTbio — Tonbko HaMéKU. Ho oHa
6bUIa yBEPEHa, YTO 3TH HAMEKH CBHACTENLCTBYIOT O KAKOM-TO
Gonee rmyGoKkoM 3HaHUM, KOTOPOE €CTh B Heif, HO KOTOpOE OHa
elI€ He MOXET M3BJe4Yb. A TOMBITKA CAENaTh 3TO TpPHBEIa
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TOJIBKO K YCTAJIOCTH M TPEBOTE, rojiosa e€ 3aboiesna, a COH He
MPUXOIMI.

CHOB [IeBYLLIKa TOX€e He Morja Oosiblie npu3bIBaTh. Cnam
OHa Temnepb TOJLKO YPBIBKAMH, CKOpee ApeMajia M cpasy
TpOCHINaNach, CTOWIO NOBEPHYThCS Chslled 3a COCEAHUM
3aHaBECOM.

3HaHHUe GecHoJIE3HO, €C/IM HE MOXellIb [o0paThes 10 HEro,
¢ pacTyiuM 6ecnokoiicTBoM aymana Typcna. Uro xe e€ xner?

XKenas octaTbcsd HaeUHE C 3TUM CTPaXOM, KOTOpBIi M3
HCKpHI ObICTpO MpeBpalaiics B Gyiuryiommii noxap, AeBylIKa
BCTajJIa CO CBOEro CTyJIa Ilepell CTAaHKOM H BhHILIUIA M3 AOMa
Kensrl. 1 nmpubnu3mwiace K rpynmne XeHIIMH, Ipexae 4deM
3aMeTIWIa HX, TaK ObUla IOIJIOLeHAa CBOMMH MBICJISIMH.

Cpeny HUX cTos/Ia YHHaHHA, a OCTaIbHbIe OKPYXalH €&,
CJIOBHO OHa HaJjlarajia-Ha HMX Kakue-To o6s3aHHocTH. Ho BoT
oHa yBuena Typceiy, u 1€rkas ynnioKa — ynblOKa, B KOTOPOit
He ObUIO 106pOTHI, — HUCKPHUBWIA YTOJIKH €€ IUIOTHO CXAaTOoro
pTa.

— Jlobporo AOHA... — YHHaHHA 4YyThb BO3BLICHJIA TOJIOC,
obpainasce K aesyike. — IIyctb no6peiM OyneT TBOI yxon. A
MyCTb XIET TebsA NoOphIil KoHel.

— bnaromapio 3a nobpble MoXejlaHWs, MaThb KJIaHa, —
orBeTwia Typcna.

— To1 He Ha3Bana nepexn BosmbTOM MMA TBOero H3GpaHHOTO,
— ynbIbKa YHHaHHBI cTaja ellé mupe. — Thl HEAOCTATOYHO
UM FOpAMIUbCS, HalloOJIHEHHasa?

— Ecnu g npukpsuiacs mwiamoM BosbTa, a MeH 3acTaBid-
10T OTKa3aTbC OT 3Toro, — oOTBeTwia Typcia, coxpaHas
BHEUTHEe CIIOKOHCTBHE, — TO JOJDKEH ObITh U3BMEHEH OObIvaif.

YHHaHHa KMBHYJIA. BHelllHe OHa ocTaBajiach BOIUIOLUEHH-
eM ' no6potsl. BriBamM ciydau, Korja [OeByLIKa, BIlEpBbIe
HamnoJIHEHHasl, He XOTeJla Ha3bIBaTh MMS CBOErO IapTHEpa B
JIyHHOM putyasie. Ho OOBIMHO 3TO MM — K yIOBOJILCTBHUIO
BCETO KJ1laHa — CTaHOBWIOCH U3BECTHO cpa3y Mocjie 0ObsBie-
HUA MaTepM KJIaHa.

— Hy, uto X, HocH rain BonsTa, fo9s-MOTLUIEK. MHOTHE
CECTPHI TOTOBHI NIOMOYL TebGe, — M OKpyXalolue XCHLUTUHB
000pHUTENPHO 3arOMOHMJIH.
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Ho YHHaHHa emé He nokoHYmwia ¢ Typcroii.

— He xonu Temeph maneko, AOYb-MOTHUIEK. Thl A1 Hac
GeclLeHHa.

— S Tonbko B mosie, MaTh Ki1aHa. K rpo6Huue Boibra,
4yT06Bl BOZHECTH CBOIO 0/1arofapHOCTb.

JocToitHas nmpuyyHa, YTOOBI MOKMHYTH AOM, U HHMKTO HE
MOCMeeT OTKA3aTh €if B TAKOM HeGosblIoM mytd. OHa MHHO-
Baja YHHaHHY M TOLIUIA TIO 3apOoCHIEMY MXOM ITOKPBITHIO
npesHeil noporn. Hukro He nowén 3a Heii: o6bryaii TpeGoBai,
9TOOBI TOT, KTO OOBABIISII, YTO HAET K rpobHuue Boabra, Mor
BOJHMHOYECTBE BOBHOCHUTD CBOM 6J1IaroJapHOCTH WIM BEIpaXaTh
MOJIBLOBI.

I'po6Huna Bonbra — BpeMs oGoLUIOCh C HEH HeMo6e3Ho.
CreHbl €€ NOrpy3WwINCh B MATKYIO NO4YBY 60JI0Ta, BCIOAY IO
ApeBHEN MOCTOBOH ObUTH pa36pocaHbl KAMHH: NepecTpanBaTh
rpoOGHHIy He pa3pellasioch.

IToToMy 4TO 3TH KaMHHM CBOMMH PYKaMH YJIOXWI caM Bonst
KOIZIa-TO AaBHO, TUYHO MOCTPOUB 3TO yOexuile. 3aech Koraa-
To 6bU1 GorblIOH 3a), pewnwia Typcia, nmpocaexuBas JHHUH
pyxHyBuwux creH. Ho, cornacHo nerenne, Bonst Boo6Gue 66Ut
KpyTiHee J1I000ro 4esnoBeka Hapoia Topos.

JeByiika npolwia MeXIy PyXHYBIIMMH CTEHaMH IO Tporne
— HaY¥CTO BHITONTAHHO NI0YBEe: MHOTO IIOKOJICHHI IPUXOASAT
cioza Topsl. 1 BoT OHa o9yTHIach BO BHYTPEHHEM NoMelle-
Hun. Kpblma 3aech AaBHO pa3pylmwiach, M Tenepb COJIHLIG
OocBelllaeT caMoe cepille BiaageHuit Bonbra — MacCHBHBIH
CTyn, NO-BHOAMMOMY, BBIpe3aHHBIi M3 JAepeBa (XOTd Kakoe
IepeBO B 3THUX BEYHO BJIAXHBIX TOPOBBIX TOMSAX MOXET He
nporHyTh 3a Beka?). Ilo 06e cToOpoHBbI OT CTy/Ia CTOSAT BLICOKHE
KaMeHHBIE Ba3bl, B HUX XpaHUTCS CEpALIEBUHA JepeBa, rOToBast
K ynotpe6yieHH10. 3TH IepeBbsl, KOTAa ¢ HUX CHUMAIOT KOpy,
OYEHb JIETKO BocIUTaMeHAI0Tcsl. HUKaKMX cBeTAlUUXCS Hace-
KOMBIX, TOJILKO OTOHb, HECYLIMii CMEpPTh M TaKOi ApPKHH B
CMEpTH.

Typcna monro xosnebanace. To, ¥T0 OHa cobupanach cae-
J1aTh, NIO3BOJIEHO OObIYaeM, 2, HO TOJBKO IIPH CaMbIX BaXHBIX
obcToATENIBCTBAaX, KOTOPbIE HEBO3MOXHO TOHSATH YEJIOBEKY.
Takos nu e€ cy4ait? OHa cuMTana — za.
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JleBylKa pyKoiH KOCHYJach OKAMEHEBUIETO JAepeBa Moajio-
KOTHMKA TpoHa. [loToM MeaeHHO NogHsIach MO HEBLICOKUM
CTYTIeHSIM Ha IOMOCT, BO3BLILIAIOUIHIicS HaJ NOYTH HCYE3HYB-
LIMM 3aJI0M, M cesia B Kpecyio Boibra.

Co CTOpOHBI NOCMOTPETb — OHa KaK OyATO peOEHOK,
CeBLUIMI Ha CTyn KpymnmHoro B3pocioro. Cpeau TOpoB OHa
CYHTAJIach BLICOKOM, HO 3/1eCh HOTH €€ JaXe He OCTaBalu A0
nona. Typcia 4yyTh noép3ajla U KOCHY/NIACh CIMHOM CIIMHKU
TpoHa. TpygHo ObUIO MOJIOXWUTH PYKM Ha MNOIJIOKOTHHKH
KpecJia, HO ‘OHa 3TO ciiejlaia, NpexXae YeM 3aKpbITh I1a3a.

Heyxenun BonsT meicTBUTENBHO chAyllaeT OTTyda, Kyda
ynanwics U3 Toposbix Toneit? Heyxenu Ta cyiuHocTh Bosbra,
KOTOpasi, BO3MOXHO, €lll€é COXpaHWIach B MHpe, HHTEpeCyeT-
cs, YTO TIPOMCXOAHUT € TEMH, KOO OH 3all{IUal M Yy4Wwl NpH
Xu3HU? Y IeBylIKH He OBUIO OTBETOB HAa 3TH BONpOCH!, U
HHUKTO HE MOT NMOMOYb €.

«Bonst... — Typcaa 3aroBopuia He BCJIyX, TPOM3HOCS CJI0Ba
MBICJIEHHO, — MBI OKa3bIBaeM Tebe MoYecTH U IMPOCUM TBOEH
Iobpoif BoM BO BpeMeHa HyXAbl. Ecnam Tel nmo-mpexHeMy
CMOTpHUIb Ha Hac... Her, s He mpoluly o nomouu, Kak
GecroMOLIHBII pe6EHOK 30BET B3POCIIBIX B JIoMe Ki1aHa. Sl xouy
TOJIBKO 3HaTb, KTO sI U KAaK MHE MHCNOJb30BaThb TO, YTO
HanoJHwWwIo MeHda. Beas Madpa ropopur, 4To s HaroJIHEHa.
Ho s He Hecy B cebGe peGEHKA; MOXET, TO, YTO BO MHe, GoJblie
— WM MeHblIe. S Xo4y 3HATh!»

Bc€ Tak xe, ¢ 3aKpBITBIMH IJIa3aMH, OHA OTKMHYJIA TOJIOBY
Ha ciniuHKY. C 06eHX CTOPOH 10 He€ QOHOCWICS cIabblii 3amax
JIpeBECHBIX CBeYeii, ropasno ciaabee, YeM OT 3aXKEHHBIX. OHa
He pa3 BuleNa, KaK MaTepM KJlaHa 3aXUraloT TaKue cCBeYd, U
IbIM OKYTBIBAaeT MX, KOIZla OHH IOIOT.

A oHa...

I'mne ona? Ilepen Heit paccTwianoch Mope 3eJEHOM TpPaBHI,
JIyT TAHYJICS O caMoro IoAHOXWS cepoil ckannl. B Tpase,
CJIOBHO KTO-TO 6€33a060THO pa3bpocasi MpUropuiHio OiecTs-
IIMX SAPKUX KaMHe#, NOKayMBaJMCh LBETHl C LIMPOKMMH
JienleCTKaMH, BCEBO3MOXHBIX KPacoK M (popM, KaK paKOBUHBI
Ha 6epery. Han usetaMu Binch 6a604YKH — WJIM KpbUlaThble
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cylmecTBa, INoxoxue Ha 6abouyek. OHM ToXe OLUIM SIpKO
pacKpalleHbl, y MHOTHX NOTNIaJaJTUCh MHOTOI[BETHbIE KPBUIbS.

Hugero HanomuHuamowmero Toposbl tonu. Typcna Gpuia
YBepeHa, 4TO 3TO M He MHpP €€ CHOB. TOJBKO OHa XOTena
IBHHYTLCS BIIepél, KaK BOJiA IIOCJIajla JEBYIIKY BBEpX, H OHA
IECTBUTENBHO YCTpEMIWIACh BIIEPEN, HO HE HIar 3a LIAroM, a
ToJieTeEB B BO3AyXe, MOJIETEB, KaK 6aboyka.

Ho Bot Typcna monerena no ckaikl, BO3BBILIABLIEHCS Hal
TpaBoii. 1 cHOBa XeJlaHMe NOAHAIO €€ BbIllle,; K CaMOii
BepiiuHe cKaisl. ¥ neBy1uka yBuzena 3a Heil 6oJiee o61IHPHYIO
JIOJINHY, TI0 KOTOpOii npotekana peka. Ilonepéx 3roii wmpo-
KO BOJHOM JICHTHI JIeXaJl KAMECHHBIM MOCT, K HEMy 4epe3
3eJIEHOE TOJIe BWIACh IOpora.

A 110 Hopore X MocTy npHbIKaics...

Jlomans... 3T0 HaBepHsAKa Jowagb. Typcia HHUKOrAa He
BHJE/Ia 3THX XMBOTHBIX, HO Cpa3y y3Haja. A Ha Jiollagy —
geJIoBeK.

E€ xenanue yBuaeTh CTPAaHHO NPUOIN3WIO BCaXHMKA, XOTSA
OHa caMa He TIOKHAaJIa CKaJIbl, a OH ell€ He BbeXaJ Ha MOCT.
Ho oHa Buaena ero sicHO, CJIOBHO OH COBCEM DSIOM, OHa
GyKBaITLHO MOIVI2 TIOJIOXHUTDb PYKY Ha XOJIKY JIOLIaAH.

Ha HéM noGneckuBana pyballlka M3 MeTalUla, CIVIeTEHHAS
M3 MaJIEHbKHMX METAJUIMYECKHX KOJell, CUEIUVIEHHEIX IOPYT C
apyroM. C 1ured cBMcal IUlalll, 3aKOJIOThII Yy ropia 60bimoii
OpolIbIO C 3eNIEHBIMN M CepbIMH KaMHsSIMH. Takue Xe KaMHM
CHMSUTH Ha II0siCE, C KOTOPOIo CBHCal Med B HOXHaX.

T'onopa BcanHuKa GBIZIa 3aKphITa IHAITKOM, TOXE METAUIH-
YecKoii, HO CIUIOIIHOM, a He U3 kosel. Hamo n6oM npoxonun
BRICTYII, OXBAaTHIBABIIMIi BCIO TOJIOBY. B BRICTYIE TECHWINCH
THE3Na, M3 KOTOPHIX TOPYAIH 3¢IEHBIE MEPhI.

Ho Typcna mmnob MHMOXOZOM 3aMeTHIA BCE 3TO, NOTOMY
9TO npeXIe Bcero e€ 3aMHTepecoBaJ caM 4YejoBeK. U oHa
TIpHHSUIACh BHUMATEJIbHO M3y9aTh €I0 JIMLIO B TEHH MeTaJUTH-
YecKoH LIaIKH.

OH Mononoi, co CBeTIOi KoXeif, He TeMHee, YEM Y TOPOB.
B nuue BuaHa 6bU1a cHla — M Kpacota. OH 6uUT 651 XOpoLIMM
JApyroM Wi OpaToM 1o KiIaHy, pelliiia aeByinka. Wi aocroii-
HBIM NPOTHBHHUKOM.
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OH exay, A4 BOEPEN, HO CIOBHO He BUAS goporu. Ero
TIOJIHOCTBIO NOIVIOTIIN KaKHe-TO pa3MBbIILIEHHS], U MBICITH 3TH
SIBHO OLUTM HeTTpUATHBIMY. HeoXHaaHHO OH NOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY
— M ero IMla3a IOCMOTpeJH Ha He€! A Ha 16y Mex OpoBeit
ToSIBWIAach pe3Kasi CKJIaaKa.

Typcna yBuzaena, Kax LieBeJIbHYJIMCH ero ryoel. Ho ecu oH
¥ TOBOPII YTO-TO, OHA He cJbluaia. [IoToM oH oaHsUI 1eByIo
PYKY ¥ NpOTSAHYJ e€ X AeByuike. M B To Xe MrHOBeHHUe BcE
ucyesno. E€ romoBOKpyXUTENbHO, OLIEIOMILTIOLIE ObICTPO
yHeco orryaa. OTKpsIB Ma3a, Typcna yBuaena, 4To OHa OISTh
CHOMT Ha Kpecsie BoibTa, ¥ BOKDYT TONBKO DYXHYBIIME OT
BpeMeHH cTeHbl rpoOHuLEl. Ho Temeps — Teneps oHa 3Hana!
BonpeT oTBeTHN Ha e€ mpochby! OHa oka3anach CBsi3aHa CO
BcagHuKoM. VX HacTos1as BcTpeya emé Briepeau, U e€ XIET
OIacCHOCTh M TAKO€ MCTBITAHHE CIWI, KAKOIo OHa ceifdac He
MOXET NpeACTaBUTb.

JleByllIKa MeJiJIeHHO BCTa/la M IIyOOKO B3XOXHY/Ia, CJIOBHO
TOTOBSCh K CXBaTKe, XOTHA M 3Haja, YTO BpeMd €€ elé He
HacTaso. OH Tenepb 3HAaeT O Hel, 3TOT BCaAHUK, a €TI0 JIHLIO
HH Ha MTHOBeHHMe He NOTyCcKHeeT B e€ naMaTtu. HeT, oH rae-
TO €ACT BEPXOM, OH peajieH!

B ToT Xe AeHb OHa cHOBa npuuwia K Madpe. MoxeT, MaTb
KJIaHa M He CMOXET AaTh €l OTBeTa, HO IO KpaifHell Mepe OHa
XOTb C KeM-TO ITOAENHTCS BUAcHHMEM BoibTa. A 31ech OHa
MoXeT 6e3 orpaHH4IeHMIT JOBepATh TONBKO Madpe.

— Juta-MoThUIEK... — Madpa noBepHyna K Heil He3psaane
mia3a. OHa HHKOTJa He olxbanach B TOM, KTO K Heil mpuou-
Xaetcs. — Thl HlIElb...

— a, MaTh K1aHa. S McKkaja B pasHBIX MECTaX H Ha pa3HEBIX
MyTSX, M 1 He NoHuMalo. Ho BOT 4To 51 BHAENA: ¢ COGCTBEHHOTO
TpoHa BosibTa 51 coBepliIMiIa CTpaHHOE ITyTellleCTBHE, KOTOPOTo
He Mory o6bSCHHTB, — ¥ OHa paccKka3ana Madpe o BcagHuKe.

Marp xiasa gonro Momgana. IIoroM KOpoTKO KHMBHYJA,
CJIOBHO NMOATBEpXasl KAKYIO-TO CBOIO MBICJIb.

— Hrak, Havasock. A 4yeM 3aKoHUYHMTCA? Mo€ npeaBHIeHue
He T0Ka3bIBaJIO 3TOro. ToT, KOro Tl BHUAENA, MOTLUIEK-AUTS,
3TO TOT CaMbIif, YTO CBA3AH C HAMM KPOBBIO...
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— Kopuc!

Pyka Madpsl, nexaBinasi Ha KoJeHe, Halpsriach, rojlopa
qyTh AEPHYNACh, KaK OT ynapa.

— 3HauMT, CTaphlifi paccKas OO CHMX Nop He 3abpIT, —
ckasana oHa. — Ho TBoi#t Bcanuuk He Kopuc. Tor, o koM 1
TOBOpIO, — OUTS TeX, KTO 3aroBopaMM ABHXYT Iopbl MU
yOMBAIOT JIOAEH CTAIBIO, YTOOEI HUITO HE MOIJIO IOBPEIUTh UM
camMuM. B1o culH Kopuca, u 30ByT ero Caitmonn. UMa emy
OBUTO aHO YyXecTpaHLIeM, KOTOpHI HOOJIECTHO cpaxaics
PSIOOM C ero oTLOM, ocBoboXaast DCTKapIl OT KOJIEPOB.

Madpa noMomdana, MOTOM NPOAOIKIIA!

— Ecmi 1e0s HHTEpecyeT, KaK BCE 3TO CTAJIO MHE U3BECTHO,
TaK caymaii. Korga s 6b11a MoJoXe M CWIbHEE B CBOei CHIIE,
51 9aCTO YHOCWIACh MBICJIEHHO 3a mipeleiibl TopoBbIx Tomei,
KaK TH 3T0 caenana cerogHsa. Jpyra Kopuca — CumonHa
Tperapra — 6iarogaps BoMeGCTBY €ero NPOTHBHHKOB 3aMa-
HWIM CIofa, a MOTOM OTAaIM BparaM. U ¢ HuM GbUIa Ta, KOTO
1o o6pr9asM IyXakoB BrIOpan ce6e B nmapy Kopuc. Ho Torma
MEI NOCTYNMWIH HENPaBWIBHO, M B OTBET HAac OKDPYXWIH
GapbrepoM. MsI He MoXeM BBIITH 3a IIpeesibl 00JIoT, JaXke eCIH
3aXOTHMM, M K HaM HMKTO He MOXET IpHMIATH.

— A Mopckoii Geper Toxe orpaxaéH, MaThb KiIaHa?

— Bonbluas yacts 6epera — fa. Ha Hero MoXHo cMOTpeTS,
HO TyMaH BCTA€T CTEHO#, KaK KAMHH, KOTOphIE OKPYXaIOT Hac
ceivac.

— Ho, MaTs Ki1aHa, g XoaWiIa 10 NECKY Y MOpsi, HaXOAWIa
'PAKOBMHHI...

— Mommu! — npowenrana Madpa. — Ecimm 310 naHo Tebe,
HUKOMY He paccka3biBaii. 1 MoXeT HacTaTh BpeMs, KOTa 3TO
TeGe NpHUTOUTCA.

Typcna ToXe 3aroBOpWwia IEMOTOM.

— D10 npeABHAcHHE, MaTh KaHa?

— He ouens scHoe. A 3Ha10 TOMBLKO, YTO Tebe MOHaRO6ATCA
BCE CWIbI TeJla H pasyma. Bor 9T0 s cKaXy TeGe. YHHaHHa
NpU3LIBACT CETOTHSA BEY€POM, H €CJIH €if oTBeTAT... — Madpa
TIOAHSUIA PYKH H CHOBa YPOHWIA MX Ha KoJieHH. — Toraa s Bcé
NIpeJOCTaBMIO TBOe i coO6pa3sHTeIbHOCTH, I09h-MOTHUIEK. TBoek
Co0o6pa3UTENLHOCTH H TOMY B Te6e,9T0 M3 APYIoro MMpa.
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U ona caenana 3HaK, OTITycKas AyBYLIKy. Typcia noumna K
cebe, B3sJ1a BEPETEHO, HO €CJIM Obl KTO-HHOyAh NOHa0monan
3a Heii, To yBuAea Obl, YTO paboTa e€ NPMHOCHT MaJIO IIPOKY.

Hactynun Bedep, M XEHIIMHB KJIaHAa HadalM 1IENOTOM
neperoBapuBatbcss. HUKTO He oOpalmancss K JeBYLIKe; OHa
HamnoJHEHHas, ¥ Terleph HHYTO He JOJDKHO Yrpoxarh €il u
TOMY, 4TO B Heii. He mpubmmxamucs ¥ X Madpe. XKeHIIHHE
cobpamucek BokpyT Ilapyu ¥ HecJBIIIHO yiuIH.

Bokpyr ocTpoBa IOMOB He CTOSAT YacoBble, KpOME OAHO-
IBYX, KOTOpLIE CTOpOXaT OT SAlUEPHU-B3KOB. U B mobom
CIIy4ae HUKTO He CTaHET CJIEAUTD 3a TEM, KTO HIET K rpoOHu1IE,
noatoMy Typcnia, HAKMHYB TEMHBIH IUIall, KOTOPhIi CKPbUI €€
BOJIOCHI, PELIJIA, YTO CMOXET NMPOMTH TyJa He3aMETHO.

Ona npobupanach Mo TOH Xe TpoIle, N0 KOTOpoH yxe
npoxoawWia cerogHs. Te, YTo LIUTM Biepeau, He HeclaH ¢axke-
JIOB; CBETWIa TOJBKO JiyHa, HO Typcna Buaena, 4yTo GBUIH
NpeACTaBIeHbl Bce foMa. DTO He NOMTMHHEIN TPU3LIB, IOTOMY
YTO HET MyX4YHH. Tak oHa AyMaJja, TOKa He 3aMeTWIa IYHHbIH
oTOJIecK Ha OCTpHE KOMbS M HE yBHIela MyX4YHH B IUIaLaXx.
JlecsiTb BOMHOB BHICTPOWIHCH TIEpell TPOHOM. A Ha TPOHE KTO-
To cunel. Typcia Hauwla yKpbITHe 3a IPyAOil KaMHeMH, H B 3TOT
MOMEHT CHIEBIIMII Ha TPOHE MOAHSI TOJIOBY K CBETY.

Ha Mecre noucka cunena YHHaHHa. ['1a3a e€ 6pU1H 3aKphl-
TBl, OHa MEIUVIECHHO MNOBOpayHBajia TOJIOBYy M3 CTOPOHBI B
cropoHy. OKpyXalollye Hadali NeTh, BHaYale HeTPOMKO, TaK
970 rojioca MX ObUIM elBa CJBLILIHBI 32 XypYaHHEM BOABI M
1IEJIECTOM KphUIbeB KaKHX-TO HOYHBIX Itull. Ho BOT meHue
CTaJlo rpoMye — IeHHe 6e3 CJIoB, HO OT 3TOT0 NMEHHs KOXY
Typcasl 3aK0JI0JI0, BOJIOCH! Ha 3aTHUIKE Y He€ 3alleBeIINCD.
JeBylika oOHapyxiUia, YTO TOXE NMOBOPAaYHBAET IOJIOBY, KaK
370 JenacT YHHaHHa, U TYT XE& OCO3Haja OMAacHOCTh: OHa
MOXeT OBITh 3aXBa4YeHa TEM, UTO 3[eCh IIPOMCXOAMT.

OHa nofHsMa PyKM M 3aKpbUla IVla3a, YTOOBI He BHIETb
3TOTO pacKaYyMBaHUsl, U, BCIOMHUB O IIECYaHOIi cecTpe, yxBa-
THJIACh 3a 3TO BOCNIOMHHAaHMeE, KaK YTOMAIOUIHif B Mope 3a
6GpoieHHy10 BepeBKY. PUTM neHus 6mwics B e€ Tene, Ho Typcia
6oposack ¢ HUM; He BIIOJIHE CO3HaBasd, 4To JejlacT, OHa BCTajla
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BO Bech POCT M Hayajla MapLUIHpPOBaTh Ha MECTe — He B TAaKT
JABMXEHHUSIM YHHaHHBLI, a NIO-APYTOMY, B HHOM PUTMe, YTOOLI
BRIPBAaThCS M3 Yap, HaBEBaEMbIX MAaTephio KIaHa.

3nech cobupanace cwia, TEJO OT3bIBaJoch Ha Heé. Cuia
JaBWa Ha JeBYLIKY, KaK TsDKENas Hola, CTapasich pa3naBHUTh.
Ho Typcna conpoTHBsUIach, TyOBI €€ IIPOM3HOCWIHM CJIOBa,
BBILOEALINE U3 ITyOUH CO3HAHMS, 2 Belb OHA ITBITAJIACh PAHbLIIe
PAacKpBITh 3TH IIYOMHB M He cMoria. M TonbKo B Takou
OINAaCHOCTH OHM OTKPLUIHC.

Typcna oTkpbuia 11a3a. Bcé 6bU10 KaK M paHbille — TOJIBLKO
YHHaHHa cOBUHYyNach Brniepén Ha TpoHe Bonbra. OnuH 3a
APYTHM K Hell oaXomWwiH oXuaaBlIe MyXJIuHsl. OHa Kaca-
Jlach UX Ji0a, ria3. Y xaxnuiif ycTymaa MecTo cienyiouieMmy. 3
KOHIIOB NaJIbLEB, KOTOPHIMM YHHaHHA Kacajlach MYXYHH,
HMCXOOWIH He6OJIbIINEe KOHYCHI CBETa, M KAXIBI OTXOMBIUIMIA
OT He€ YHOCWI Ha IOy TO Xe CTpaHHOe CBEYEHHE.

Korna Bce GBUIM TaKk ITOMeYeHBI, OHM TIOBEPHYTMCH H

BBILIUIM U3 3aJ1a; XEeHLIMHbI PACCTYIIWIHCD, YCTYTIad KM JOPOTY.
Koraa Myx4uHbI npoxoqui MuMo He€, Typcna zameTuia, 4to
JIMLIa Y HUX HEeTNOABMXHEI, I1a3a IyCThI, M LLUIH OHY, C.JOBHO
3akosngoBaHHble. MIX npeaBoauteneM Obu1 Addpuk; 3a HUM
LIUTH caMble MCKYCHBIE MOJIOAbIE OXOTHHKH.
- Korma onm Bemwm, Typcna onare mocMoTpena B 3all.
VHHaHHa cHOBa cHjelia € 3aKphITEIMHM I71a3aMH. B 3ane cTpy-
WIKCh TOTOKH CWIbl, OHH HCXOOWIHM OTO BCeX; KAKHM-TO
HETIOHATHHIM criocoboM YHHaHHA oTOMpaJjia Y BceX 3HCPIHIO,
cobupas e€ B efHHOE OpYXHe, YTOOK ITOTOM HaLIEJIMTh 3TO
OpyXHe M IIocJiaTh IO CBOEIi BoJie.

Ho Typcna He omHa u3 HuX. OHa cTos/Ia HaNpSDKEHHO,
OTBICKMBasi B cebe TO, YTO JOJ/DKHO OTBETUTb Ha IIPU3BIB.
MeiceHHO AeBylIKAa oOpabaTeIBajia 3TO CBOE OTBETHOE OpY-
XWHe, IyMas O TOM, KaK 6POCHT ero — He KaK KOIIb€, KOTopoe
XO4YeT NMOJYYWTh YHHaHHa, HO 9TOo Xe Torma? Iur? V Heé
HeIOCTaTOYHO CWI, YTOOBI CO31aTh Nperpany Hagoiaro. Ho Bcé-
TaKy 9YTO-TO OHa MOXeET CO3[aTh MO3roM. OHa BCIIOMHMHAJIa BCe
BHIBl OpyXHs, KOTOpoe IpHMeHseTcs HapoaoM Topos, u c
YOBICTPHUBIOUMCS JbIXaHHEM OCTAHOBWIACH Ha... CETH!
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CxXaB KyJIaKi TaK, YTO HOTTH BPE3QJIHCh B IUVIOTH, I€BYILKA
CcOCpeAOTOYMIacCh Ha HE3HAKOMOMN HEPIUM, He UCIIBITAHHOM
€10 0 TOi HOYM Y IIpyAa, H MoayMaja O CeTH — O CETH,
OXBATHIBAIOLIEH HOTH, 3aJepXUBAIOLIEH T€X, KTO HAET HOYbIO,
TeX, KTO coOHpaeTcsl MOCTaBUTD JIOBYLIKY. Terepb OHH caMM
OynyT 3axBayeHBbI.

Kax kpoBb M3 cMepTeNbHOI paHbl, U3 Typcisl yxommwia
sHeprus. Ecim 651 0Ha MoI1a BOCIIOIB30BaThCA JONOTHHUTENb-
HBIMM MCTOYHMKAMH, KaK YHHaHHa! Ho ceTh — HecOMHEHHO,
cetb! IlycTh OHa onyraeT Horn Addpuka, 3aXBaTHT €ro TaM,
Kyna oH ymeén. [la 6yner Tak!

JeByllKa NPHCIOHWIACH K CTEHE, YyBCTBYHd CJIaGOCTh B
HOrax, pyKd TsDKeJIo MOBHCHIM o 60KaM, Kak 6ynTo y He€ He
XBaTaeT CWI NOAHATh MX. Ilpmxmmasck cnMHO# K rpyboMy
KaMHIO, OHa CKOJIb3HYJ/1a BHH3, Pa3BAITMHBI NOJHSUTHCH BOKPYT,
Kak mmT. ['osioBa Typcibl ynana Ha rpyab, A€BYLIKA B TIOCJIE -
HHUIi pa3 nocjana eu€ ocTaBaBLIYIOCHS Y HE€ S3HEpIHIO, YTOORI
YCWIHTD CETh, H IPKO IpeicTaBWiIa cebe, Kak ceTb 0O6HMMaeT
crioTeIKaouecsa Horu Adpdpuka.

Crano xononHo, ¥ Typcna 3aapoxaina. Boxpyr 65110 TeMHO,
OHa GoJbllie He CbIlIajla 3ByKOB, IPUAABABIIMX CHJIY MO3IO-
Boif cTpesie YHHaHHEI. [Tocnbnnancs mopox KpbutkeB. Typcia
TIoCMOTpeJia BBEPX, B HOYHOe He6o Hajl pa3BaJITHAMH.

TaMm mudgcasM ABa HOYHBIX MOTHUIbKA, MX IIpeKpacHbIe
TOHKUE KpHUIbS CJ1abo CBETWINCH, TaKoe CBe9eHHE BCerna
CONpPOBOXAAeT MX BO ThMe. OHM JieTaM B3al M BICpEN,
BCTpeYaluCh M paccraBanuchk. I[lotoM Gombimmiit MOTHUIEK
CITYyCTWICS M Ha MTHOBEHHeE ceJl Ha CMOYEHHOE POCoii IUlaThe
Ha rpyau geBymikd. OH pasMaxuBaj KpPBUIbSIMH H CBOMMH
CBETSILIUMHCH IJ1a3aMH CMOTpeJI PSAMO €if B I71a3a... 3 MOXET,
Typciie 3TO MOKa3aIoCh.

— Cectpa, — npouierrtana Typcna, — IIpHBETCTBYIO Tebsl.
JHobporo nonéra Te6e cerogHs Houblo. Jla npebymer ¢ Toboil
6narociosenue camoro Bosera!

MoTsmék nosucen u yneren. Typcina c TpyaoM Berana. Teno
e€ Gosreno, CIIOBHO OHA LIEJIBII JeHb CKIIOHUIACh K TKAIKOMY
CTaHKy Wi paborasa Ha XaTse B Io/uIX. OHa He MOIIa ICHO
coobpaxars.
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IIpunepxuBasich pykoil 3a CTEHY, ACBYLIKA BolLUIa B 3aJ.
Hukoro Hetr, TpoH Bomsra mycTt. Typcia Ha MrHOBEHHE
OCTaHOBWIACh, I1As Ha Kpecyo. Ilonpo6oBats cHoBa? OHa
HMCIBITBIBAYIA XeJJaHHe, CTpaHHOoe XedaHue. Eif xorenock
YBHIOETb, YTO NPOH3OLUIO cO BcagHMKOM. Kak tam Madpa
Haspana ero? CaiiMona. CrpanHoe uMs, Typcia mosropuia
3TO UM, KaK OyaTo npo6GoBajia Ha BKyC, KaK OyITO HMSI MOXET
OBITH KHCJIBIM WIM CIIAIKUM.

— CaiimMoHz!

Ho otseTta He 6110, U Typcena 3Hana, 4to qaxe ecy CHOBa
caneT B Kpecsio Bonkra, oTBeTa Ha 3TOT pa3 He 6yaer. To, yto
OHa cJeJajia HOYbIO, Ha BpeMs HCTOLIWIO €€ CIUTY. A HUKAKOH
TIOMOLIIM Y He€ HET.

MenneHHO, BpeMs OT BPEMEHM XBaTasCh 3a CTEHY WIH
KaMeHb, OHa BhIOpajiach M3 pasBaauH. Ho eif mpuxogunoch
HECKOJILKO pa3 CafMThCA M OTOBIXaTh, NpeXIe YeM JEBYLIKA
BEpHYJIach B IOM KJIaHa.

TyT eit noTpe60BaIOCh BCE €€ HCKYCCTBO, YTOOBI HE3aMETHO
npo6paTthes B cBoii yron. Hago i paccka3biBaTh MaTepH KilaHa
O TOM, YTO IPOM3OLLUIO HOYbI0? MeHbllle BCero eif XoTenoch
OyouTh CIIAIIMX.

OHa jier7ia Ha CBOJ criayIbHBIN MaTpanl. Y, 3acemas, ypuaena
xaptuHy: AddpuKk ObETCT B ceTHM, CIIyTaBlIed HOTH, €ro
HAaCMELWIMBELA POT PacKpHIT, OH KpUYHT B cTpaxe. Typcna, He
YyBCTBYSI TOIO, YABIOHY/Iach U TaK M YCHYJNA C Y/iIbIOKOM.

4

OcTpoB, Ha KOTOPOM Pacloarajiiuch ApeBHHeE IoMa KIaHa,
3aTSAHYN TYCTOM TyMaH, pa3BeCHB 3aHaBECH MeXOy JOMaMHu,
npeBpalasi BHIXOASLINX B €4Ba 3aMeTHble TeHH. Bc€ MoKpeI-
JIOCh KPYTTHBIMH KAIUISIMH, KOTOpbI€E, CJIMBAsICh BMECTe, CTEKATH
BHU3. Teno CTAaHOBWJIOCH MOKPLIM, BOJIOCHI CITYTHIBAJIHCH,
O XKIa OTChIpeBaJIa.

Typcna Bclo XW3HH 3Hala Takue GojorHble TymaHbsl. Ho
3TOT BCE Xe ObUT 0Y€HDb I'YCTHIM, OHA TAKOIO U He BCIIOMHMT.
Ka3anoch, 6ecriokoificTBoO OXBaTWIO BCEX JTIOAEH KIIAHOB: OXOT-
HUKHM He BBIXOAWIHN U3 NJOMOB, Pa3BORIIM OIOHb U XaIHCh K
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oyaraM B MMOHMCKAX CBETa M TeIUid. A, MOXET, He/IalH TO U He
paau Terd — OT OeX/bl HAaYHHAJ MATH Nap, a pajiH ApKoOro
CBeTa, OT KOTOPOIO CTAHOBHJIOCh HEMHOTO Beceiee.

Typcna cHoBa npuuuia K Madpe. MaTs xi1aHa pasroBapu-
BaJla HeoxoTHOo. OHa Jiexana HeMOABIDKHO, €€ clieMble Iia3a,
He MHras, YCTpeMJICHbl OBUTH K OTHIO M K TeM, KTO CHACT
BOKpYT HEro, HO OHa He JieJiajia MIOMbITOK NPUCOSAUHHUTLCS K
cunsuuM. Typciaa ocMenena or CBOMX IPeNYyBCTBHH, OHA
KOCHYJIachb pyku Madpsel, nexaBuieil JagoHbI0O BBEpX Ha
KOJIEHSIX CTapo# XEeHIIMHEI.

— Mars xnaHa...

Madpa He noBepHYa IOJIOBH, XOTS AE€BYLIKA ObLIa yBCpe-
Ha, 4TO OHA 3HaeT O HEeMl.

— MoTbuIEK-OUTA, 3TO yXe Onm3Ko...

Yro — tyman? Wnu to, 9yTo 9yBCTBYeT Typcna, XOTS U HE
obnanaeT criocobHocTAMU Madpnl.

— Y10 MOXHO cHeNaTh, MaTh KiIaHa? — JeByllKa Oecrio-
KOHHO NollieBeIIach.

— OcTaHOBUTH 3THX Hepa3yMHBIX Henb3fl. Ilo kpailiHei
Mepe, ceiiyac, — B €€ cJI0BaXx CHbILIaNach ropedb. — Thl HU Ha
KOIo He MOXelllb PaCCYUTHIBATh, TOJILKO Ha ceOsl, MOTBUIEK-
IOUTS. 3710 Ha4Yaaoch.

M B 3TOT MOMEHT MNOCIBIDAJICA 3BYK, IONOOHBIN pEBY
6ospioro 3Beps. Typciia H Bce HaXOOWBIIMECS B JOME KIaHa
BcKouwid. Hukorma paHelne OeBylIKA He CHbIIANA TaKOTO
3ByKa.

Ho TyT monu y oyara 3aKpu4ain, 3a0erajiv, ycTpeMHINCh K
3aTSIHYTOMY TYMaHOM BBIXOAY, ¥ OHa NMOHsIa. 310 bonbias
Tpesora. OHa HHKOrIa He 3By4alia 3a BpeMs €€ XN3HH, MOXET,
BooOlIe 3a XM3Hb BceX JoAed KiaHa. Toabko KpalHsA
OIIaCHOCTbh MOIVIa 3aCTaBUTh CTpPaXei JaTh CUTHaJ 3TOM Tpe-
BOTH.

— JleBouka! — Madpa Toxe BcTasa ¥ cxBatwia Typcny 3a
PYKY. — [aii MHE TBOIO CHITY, IOUb. 3JIhIM, BTPOITHE 3JILIM GbLIO
370 Aeno. Y 371bIM NO3TOMY CTaHET €ro KOHell.

M oHa, Tak pelKo OCTaRIABIIAs B NOC/IEeAHHE AHHU CBOM
aJbKoB, nouwia psgoM ¢ Typcnoii. BHawane crapyxa Tsokeno
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onmupaiccs Ha ACBYHKY. Ho IOTOM BBIMPSAMILIACH, CHWIbI
CJIOBHO BEpPHYJIHUCH B €€ Xyloe TeJo.

OHH BHILIM U3 IOMa, H HX OKYTaJl rycroif TyMaH. B HeM
MEJILKaIM CMYTHBIE QUIYpPHI, 2 U TO BUIHBIE TOJIBKO BOJIM3M.
Madgpa noxarneM pyku nopepHysa Typciry Ha Iopory, KOTo-
PYIO KaK OyATO XOpOLIO 3Haja.

— Kyza?..

— B 3ai Bosnsra, — otBeTIIa Madpa. — OHHU no#ayT no
KOHIIa, OCKBEPHAT CaMO MECTO, KOTOPOE B CEpALIaX ¥ BCEX Hac.
Vobsior — ¥ nMeHeM Bonbta! U Benien 3a 3THM yOHICTBOM
npUIET ¥ UX cMepTh! OHHU CTYIIIIM Ha OOPOTY... U 3JIbIM OyzeT
e€ xoHen!

— Ho xak octaHoBuTb... — Typcia ycnena TOJbKO NPOM3-
HECTH 3TO CJIOBO, KaK CIIyTHHLIA IpepBaja ee€.

— OcTtaHoBuTbh — Aa. JleBylIKa, pacKpoii CBOE CO3HaHMe,
CBOOOIHO OTHAMCSA TOMY, YTO B Tebe. DT0 eIUHCTBEHHBIM ITyTh!
Ho HyxHo neiicTBOBaTh GBICTpO.

Typcna HUMKOIIa He mMoBepwia 6bl, YTO B MaTepd KiaHa
COXPaHWINCH CYWIBI I TAKOro ObicTporo mara. Mx okpyxanm
ApyTHe, Bce UUTM B TOM Xe HampasiteHuMH. KaMHM apeBHei
JOPOTH MO HOTaMH IIOKPBLUIMCH BOAOM, CTATH CKOJIb3KMMH, HO
Madpa, HecMOTPA Ha CJIENOTY, HE CIIOTHIKAJIACS.

U BoT nepe HUMM BCTIH NOTYOOpyLIMBLIMECS CTEHBI 3aJ1a
Bombra. Ho oHM nNpoo/mkaiy MATH, TOKA HE OKA3AJTHCh Nepes
TPOHOM. 371€Ch, MOXET GBITh, G1arofapst BO3AEHCTBHUIO APEB-
HHUX KaMHei#l, TyMaH nopezie, TIOAHsUICS, TIOBHUC HaJl TOJIOBAMM,
KaK INOTOJIOK, MO3BOJIASA BUAETh BCE BHHU3Y.

®akensl B Ba3ax Mo obe CTOPOHBI TPOHA APKO NbLUianu. B
PyKaxX CTOSBIIMX BIOJb CTEH TPelUAJH Topsiuue BeTBH. B
Kpecne Bonbra cHOBa cuiena YHHaHHaA. [JepXach pykKaMH 3a
TOATOKOTHHUKHY THTAHTCKOIO TPOHA, OHA HAKJIOHWIACh BIEPEN
C HanpsOKEHHBIM U XUBbIM BhIpaXeHHEM JIMIIA.

Te, Ha Xoro oHa cMOTpejia, CTOSUTH IIPSAMO TEpel HEl.
Cpenn Hux 6511 AddpHK, Ho 63 TOi BLICOKOMEPHOI# ropaoc-
TH, C KOTOpOl OH TaK YBEPEeHHO YWIEJ OTCloAa MO IIPHKA3y
MaTtepu Ki1aHa. OH ObU1 GsieieH, ofieXa ero BbiMa3aHa 60J10T-
HOH Ips3b10, OHA PYKa BUCEJIa Ha TPYAH Ha NepeBA3H, CIOBHO
KOCTh ObUIa c/IoMaHa M HyXAajlach B HENOABIKHOCTH.
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Typcna cHoBa MbIcieHHO yBUaena: A¢dpuk, 3amyTaBIINCh
B CETH, NanaeT, IafaeT NpsSIMO Ha CTONOBI ¢ H306paXeHUeM
Bonbra. E€ moxenanme — coH! Heyxemu ¢ AddpuxoM
IeHCTBUTEIBHO TaKOe CIYYIIOCh?

Ho ecnu u Tax, To OHa BCE paBHO HE CHEJala TOro, Yero
xotena. Ilotomy yro Mexny AByMs oxoTHUKaMH Addpuka
CTOSUT He3HAKOMell, TOT CaMbIii BCAHHK € JOPOTH, TOT, KOTO
Madpa Hazsana CaiiMOHIZOM.

OH 6bU1 6e3 meMa, U B cBeTe ¢hakesnoB OLUIM XOpOLIO
BHUIHBI €10 CBETJIbIE BOJIOCH], TOYTH TAKHE X€ CBETIbIe, KaK Y
camoii Typcnpl. T'onoBa oHOWIM cBecwiach Ha rpyab. Crano
SICHO, YTO HOTH €ro He AepXaT, OH ymnaj Obl, eciu Obl ero He
IepXaiy 3a pyKH. B Bosocax 3amexiach KpOBb.

— CpenaHo! — 3a3BeHe] ToJloc YHHaHHBI, 3ariyuias co-
6paBmmxcs. HacTynuia THIIMHA, B KOTOPOM CJIBIIIHBI CTAJIA
3BYKM XU3HU 6os10Ta. — U Xopo1o caenano! Bot Tot, K10 facT
HaM HOBYIO XU3Hb! Pa3zBe He roBopwia s 3Toro? B Halumu pyku
npuBen ero BonbT, 4TOGEI MBI MOIVIH MCITHTh €TI0 CHJIBI H...

Typcna He BueNna, caenana 1M YHHaHHA KaKoi-TO 3HaK, HO
OXPaHHUKH HEOXHMIaHHO BhIMycTWIH CaiiMOHJa, M OH ymai
nuuoM Bnepén. JIoJokHO ObITh, OH OBUI B CO3HAaHUHU, TNIOTOMY
YTO NMOAHSJI PYKU M YXBaTWICH 3a CTyNleHH TpoHa. [lotoMm ¢
BHIMMBIM YCWIHEM NOAHSUI TOJIOBY, NPUIIOAHSABLINCH, CXBa~
TWICS 32 ¢caM TPOH M BCTaJI Ha HOTIM.

JeBymxa He Bumena ero auua. He cozHaBas 3Toro, oHa
BrIpBayiach M3 pyK Madphl M, pacTankuBasi coOGpaBlIMXCH,
HHUKOTO He BHASA, YCTPEeMWIAch OJMXKe K IVICHHHKY.

— YT0 BaM HYXHO OT MEHA? — CIIPOCHWI OH, TOBOPAaYHBasCh
JIMIIOM K TOpaM.

Addpux caenan mar Bnepén 1 IUNIOHYN. PoT ero 651 37106HO
MCKPMBJIEH.

— TomykpoBka! MBI XOTHM OT TebGs TOro, Ha 4YTO THI He
uMeelrs npapa. Tol TBoe# YacTH, YTO NPUHAMJIEXUT TopoOBEIM
TomAM!

INocapinancs 3ByK, MOXOXMi Ha JANEKHii KPUK Sl PHULIbI-
B3Ka. YHHaHHa paccMesIach.
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— OH npas, nonykposka. Trl 9acTh Topos. Otaaii HaM 3Ty
9acTh, OHA HYXHAa HaM, — XeEHIDMHA BLICYHYNa S3BIK H
NpoBeJia UM IO HIDKHEH rybe, CJIOBHO CITM3bIBAasi MOXOBOM MER
M HacJIaX[asch JJAKOMCTBOM.

— Ham HyXHa X13Hb, — OHa CKJIOHWIACh K IOJJIOKOTHUKY
Kpecia, 3a KoTopblil aepxancsa CaiiMoHA. — ZKu3Hb KpoBH,
nonykposka. ITo cnosy Bombra, MBI He cMeeM 6paTh €€ y CBOMX.
He MoxeM B35Th U Y YyXaKOB, TOTOMY YTO y Hac HET obumx
npeaxos. Ho T He To ¥ He APYToO€e; ThI MOAXOMMIID AJI1 HALIHX
uenen.

— TrlI 3Haewmn, U3 Kakoro g nqoMa, — CaiiMOHJI, BBHICOKO
TIOAHSAB TOJIOBY, IPUCTATLHO CMOTpE] B IVIa3a MaTepH KiaHa.
— 4 crIH TOro, xro noaHsaa Tonop BojbrTa — MO XeJaHHIO
camoro Bonsra. JIlymaeins, BoabT opoOpHTETEHO OTHECETCS K
TOMY, KaKylo Cyab0y BH MHE TOTOBHTE?

— A rze Teneps 3TOT TONOp? — cnpocwia YHHaHHa. — [la,
Kopucn3 I'opma rnosryqm ero, Ho paspe IIOTOM TOTIOpP He YINEN
ot Hero? PacnonoxeHune BoinTa ylUTo BMECTe C TOIODOM.
Tomop noru6, .1 Bel Gomblne He HHTepecyeTe Bonbra.

Pornot, nonHsasmuiics nociue cnos CaiiMoHnaa, crux. Typena
npubmmaniace emé connime. M oHa cienana, Kak coBeTOBaa
Madpa, packphB CBOE co3HaHMe XHByueil B Heil ciwie. Ho
HOKAa He MCIBITHIBAJIa HHKAKOIO IMPHUTOKA CHIKI, HMKAKOIO
BHYTpeHHero Tema. Kak xe eif ocTaHOBUTB 3TO 37I0€ [elo,
KOTOpOe INOJIOXHUT KOHell BceMy Hapony Topos?

— BospMure ero... — YHHaHHa BCTajla ¥ IIHPOKO pa3Besa
pyku. JIunio e€ noGneqHeNI0 OT BO30OyXaeHHA.

M Tyt Typcna Hayana aeitcrBoBaTh. CTOosABIINE BOKPYT ORUTH
CJIIMIIKOM NONIOLICHHI 3pejHieM M He obpalmaiu Ha Heé
BHHMaHM, IOKA OHA He MPOLIUIa CKBO3b BCE PSAALI, pacTo/IKajla
nocnenoBareneii Apdpuka u nobpanace no Caiimonna. Bcra
PAAOM C HUM, OHa IIOBEPHYJIACH JIMLIOM K MyX4YHHaM, KOTOphle
co6paiCh BLIIOJHATH NPUKA3 YHHAHHHI.

— KocHurecs MeHs, ecm nocMeeTe, — 3agBWiIa oHa. — S
HanojsiHeHa. M1 Gepy 3TOoro MyX4MHYy IO/ CBOIO 3aLIUTY.

Brminxaiinnii MyX9uHa OTHSUT PYKY, COOHpasCh OTOPOCHTD
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eé B cropoHy. Ho npu 3THX c/lIoBax OH 3acCTbLI, KAK BhICOXIIIEE
JepeBo, a CTOABIIME 32 HUM OTCTYTIHJIM Ha 1Iar-Ba. YHHaHHA
Ha TpoHe NMPUABUHYJIACh K HUM OInXe.

— Bo3bMmure ero! — 1 oHa noJHsUIa pyKy, CIOBHO cobupa-
fiCh YAApUTh JEBYUIKY No july. Typcia He ApOrHyia.

— S HamonHeHa, — NMOBTOPWIAa OHa.

JIno MaTepH KnaHa rHEBHO HCKa3WIOCh.

— OToiaM B CTOPOHY, — NpOLIMIIE]a OHa, KaK 60JoTHas
ragioka. — UMeHeM Bonbra npukaseiBalo: oroiian! M ecim Thi
TIONCTHHE HaIlOJIHEHA...

— Cnpocu y Madpsl! — BrI3BIBaIOLIE OTBETIWIA ACBYIIKA.
— OHa TaK ckasaia...

— Heyxenu Marepu Kji1aHa HYXHO IOBTOpPSTH 3T0? —
nocasiuaics u3 roansl ronoc Madpel. — Ts gymaelns, 4To B
TaKoM JeJjie BO3MOXHa JIoXb, Y HHaHHa?

Tonna 3alleBeIWIACh M pacCTYIIIACh, 0Opa3oBaB IPOXO.
ITo Hemy uwia Madpa. OHa He CIIOTHIKAJIACh, 1IU1a YBEPEHHO,
CJIOBHO XOpolIO BHena mepel coboii nopory. Hu ¢ xeMm He
CTOJIKHYBLINCH, OHa 1IU1a 110 MMPOXOAY, NOKa He OCTaHOBWIACh
nepen TpoHoM BoibTa.

— Tb1 MHOrO Gepélib Ha ceOs1, YHHaHHA, OYeHb MHOTO.

— A T3l e1lI€ Oonblue! — 3aKpuyasa YHHaHHaA. — [la, Korma-
To ThI CHIeNa 30eCh U ToBopuia UMeHeM Bonbta, HO 3TH AHM
IaBHo npouutd. [IpaBs cBOMM IOMOM KJIaHa, ITOKA 33 TO00 He
npun€r BecTHUK Boibra. Ho He cTapaiica roBoputs 3a Bcex.

— 51 roBopio TONBLKO TO, HA YTO MMEIO NMpaBo, YHHaHHa.
Ecnu s yTBepXnaio, YTO 3Ta AOYb KjlaHa HAIOJHEHA, Tbl
CTaHellb OTPHMIATH 3T0?

Potr YHHaHHB OEPHYJICS.

— Bt0 TBOE cnopo nepen BomprromM? MHoro 6epéuis Ha
cebsg, Madpa. OHa He xoauina Ha JyHHbIH TaHel. KTo Xe
HaroJHWI e€?

— YHHaHHa... — Madpa nonHsna npaByio pyKy. Ilanbuul
€€ 3alleBeIINCh, coOpajii TyMaH B 1iap. B HacTynuBluei
THUIMHE OHA clieJiaia ABIKeHUe, 6ynTo 6pocuia map. YHHaH-
Ha OTKMHYJACh, TaK YTO CITMHA €€ KOCHY/Iach CMIMHKH TPOHa.
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HeoxunanHo oHa 3aKpbuta JiuLo pykamMu. Y 3a aroii cratoti
3alUTON Hayajsa MPOU3HOCHTD CJIOBa, HE UMcBIIHE 1151 Typ-
ciel cmbicnia. Ho aeByika moHMMana, 9To YHHaAHHA OKazalach
B Tynuke. Cjerka nmopepHyBIIKHCh, OHA cxBaTiia CaiiMoHIa 3a
PYKYy.

— ITouum! — npukazana oHa.

Typcna He 3Hana, CMOTYT JIM OHH BHIHTH M3 3a1a Boibra u
YTO HYXHO OyaeT menarh noroM. Ceifyac oHa MoOIJia IyMaTh
TOJILKO O TOM, YTOOELI YITH U3 3TOro MecTa, Ie MX 3alliMilal
TOJILKO HEMPOYHBIN NMOKPOB OOBIYasl.

OHa naxe He B3rIgHyNa Ha CaiiMoHza. Ho xoraa orouuia
oT TpoHa BosbTa, OH nocnegosan 3a Helo. Hanmesich, 9410 OH
CMOXeT yaepXaThcsl Ha Horax, Typcia moseja ero.

WM nperpatmn popory Addpuk. B 3mopoBoii pyke oH
AepXaJl KOpoTKoe pyosinee kombé. Typcna BcTpeTwna ero
B3MISA M npuxaiack K CaliMmoHay. OHa He cKa3ajla HH CJIOBa,
HO HaMepeHMs e€ ObUM fcHBIL. JI1060e HamageHHe Ha JyXec-
TpaHLa CTaHET HamajeHMeM M Ha Heé. IloaHsATs opyxwue
IIPOTHB HanoJaHeHHOH — A dpHK 3apbriai, Ho orcTynui. Bee
pacctynwiuch nepen Typcioii, kak paHbliue nepen Madpoii.

TakuM-T0 06pazoM OHM M BEILUTH U3 3aia. Typcna qenuana
TaK TSDXeNo, CJIOBHO Npobexana Gonbuioe paccrosiuue. Kyna
Teneps?.. BepHyThCA B IOM KJIaHa HEBO3MOXHO. [laxe Madpa
He CMOXeT JOJIo CASpXWBaTh THEB IPOTHB HapyluuTtesei
ob6rryasi. A noporn TopoBrIX Tomeif GyAyT TIIAaTelILHO OXpa-
HATbCS.

K npyay, x Mopio! CloBHO KAaKOM-TO Irojioc M3 TyMaHa
noackasan el 31o. OHa BIepBBIE 3arOBOPWIA CO CBOHMM
CITYTHUKOM.

— Mbz1 He MOXeM ocTaBaThkes 3aech. He nyMalo, YToGBI faxe
Macdpa cmorna noaro ymepxusaTh YHHaHHY. MBI JOJDKHBI
yxooutb. Thl MoXelllb HATH?

OHa 3aMeTHia, YTO OH LIATaeTcs, XOTI M OEPXWTCA Ha
Horax. OcTaBajloch TOJILKO HalesAThCA Ha yoadyy.

— Jleau... KIAHYCh CMEPTBIO KOJIIEPOB... MOMpobyio!

U oHH Norpy3winch B KHIIEHHE CTPAHHOTIO IYCTOIO TyMaHa,
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TaKOro I'yCcTOIo, YTO JeBYILIKA He BUAeENa JaXe CBOeil BEITIHY-
Toit pyxu. Kak rimyno. EciiH OHM co6pIOTCS C JOPOTH WIM HE
HalayT nanblile HyXHble KOYKH, TONb NPONIOTHT HX, H HUKTO
He y3HaeT, KaK OHHM noru6mnu.

Ho Typcna 6e3 xone6aHHii Io1ia Biepéx ¥ NOBea IOHOLTY
3a coboif. HeMHOro moroast OHM TIOLUIM pPSNOM, AEBYIIKA
TI0JIOXIWIA €T0 PYKY cebe Ha IUTeYH, IIPHHSB Ha ceOsl 9acTh Beca
paHeHoro. BpeMs or BpeMEHH OH YTO-TO I'OBOPHJI — OOPBIBKH
CJIOB, HE MMEIOLIHE CMbBICIA.

OHH yXe JaJIeKO YLUUIM OT OCTPOBa NOMOB KJIaHOB, KOrja
CHOBa MocbIuaics 3ByK bonboit Tpesoru. Teneps cnenosa-
JIo OXHAaTh IOroHHn. MoxXxeT OBITB, TYMaH 3aJepXHUT
npecnenosareneit? Typciaa omacanach, 910 AddpuK 3HaeT
noporn TopoBBIX Tonel ropasno JydJiie Heé.

Onu mwum, ¥ Typcna ¢ TPYAOM IoJaBisia XeJlaHHe TOpo-
muThcs. ToT, KOoro oHa noAaepXusaina, ObICTpOi XOnLOEI He
BbIIepXHUT. OHM BcE ell€ LUy o Aopore. Typcana peunia, 9to
6yneT noJyiaraThcs TOJILKO Ha BHYTPeHHEE YYThE, HA HHCTUHKT.
Panbine oHa HUKoOrAa 3TOro He Aenana. Pasee yto B TOT pas,
KOIfla OHa HCIIBITa]a OINylEHHE IIPaBIJILHOCTH, BCTPETHUB
Kcaxron npu cBete nyHbl. Ox0 Bomboit Tpesoru cTixio, u
JICBYIIKA HANpsSDKEHHO NPUCIYLIMBANach, He HOHOCSITCS JIM
3BYKM TIOTOHHU.

OHu 6pes 60710TOM, MaJICHLKHE XHUBOTHEBIE, BCTPEBOXEH -
Hbl€ MX NOSBICHHEM, Pa36eTraich MO YKPLITHAM, CIBIILAIHCD
XPHIUTbIE KpMKM M Apyrue 3BYKHM 6ojioTHo# Xu3HH. Ho u3
TyMaHa HUKTO HE TIOKa3bIBaJICH, U 3BYKM HE CTAHOBIWINCH HM
rpomde, HH THULUE.

JleByllIKa yTpaTiia BCSKOE NpeAcTaBieHHe 0 BpeMeHH. OHa
TOJILKO Hageslach, YTO OHM HaMHOTO OIlepeXaloT Npecieo-
Bateneii. To, 9To €€ NpoBO3IIACWIHM HAITlIOJTHEHHOM, Ha BpeMs
cnacét ux. Ho noToM cTaHeT SICHO, 9TO €€ NPUTA3AHNA JIOXKHEI.
M Torna He n36exaTh NOCIEACTBHIA.

Bckope OHM MOYTH IOLUUTM A0 KOHIA Aoporu. JleByliKa
HUYEro He BUIEJIa, HO OlIylNala CTpaHHOe 3HaHHe, NpHlIe-
1IIee OT Aapa, KOTOPbIif He UMEET HMYIETo 06IIero Co 3peHueEM,
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o3513aHMeM WIH ciayxoM. OHa 0CTAHOBWIACh H PE3KO 3aroBO-
pWia cO CBOMM CITYTHHKOM, CTapasACh CWIOH BOJIU BBIBECTH ETO
M3 OOMypMaHEHHOIO COCTOSTHUA.

— CaiiMoHO! — WMeHa 00/1afalOT CWIOH; HMS CMOXET
BEPHYTD €ro K geicrButenbHocTH. — CaitMoHz!

OH NpUTIOAHSUT PYKY U 9yTh NOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI BUIETH €€
rma3a. [Tono6Ho MyxunHaM TopoBbIX Tome, OH GBLT TAKOTrO
pocTa, YTO OHM MOIJIM, He HaKIOHSSCh, CMOTPETh IIPSIMO B
I71a3a Jpyr Apyry. PoT ero 65U1 NpHOTKPBIT, CTEKaBLIasA ¢ BUCKA
KpoBb 3acoxia Ha meke. Ho B ma3zax Grecreno cozHaHue.

— Orciona Mel moitném 6onotrom, — Typcia ropopuia
MeIJIEHHO, JeJas Nay3bl MEXIY CJIOBAMH, KaK C peGEHKOM IWTH
TSOXKEN000IbHBIM. — Sl He cMOTy NoAnepXHBaTh TeO4...

OH 3axphut poT M cXai ryosl. IToToM nmoneITajcs KUBHYTS,
CMOpIIWICS M 3aMUTaN OT 6o,

— Yro cMory, caenaio, — noobelnan oH.

OHa BcMoTpenach B TyMaH. Iiynio uaty Benenyio. Ho tyman
MOXET JieXaTh YacaMH. A Teriepb, KOTAa IOOHST BECh Hapo[
TopoB, 3THX YacOB Y HHX HET; MOXET, BooOlIe BpeMEHH Yy HUX
— TOJILKO HECKOJIBKO B3/10XOB. OHa No-TNpeXHeMy He CIbIIIa-
JIa 3BYKOB IIOTOHH, HO TOPhI XMTPhHl M YMEIOT HECJBIIIHO
ABHMraThcs IO CBOEH 3eMJIE.

— To1 goJDKeH MATH TOTHO 32 MHOIA, ciel B cien, — Typcia
npukycwia ryby. OHa coMHeBasach, BO3MOXHO JH 310. Ho
BEIGOpa He GbUIO.

OH BBIIPAMWICS U HETPOMKO IPIrOBOPHIL:

— Hau... 1 nokay 3a ToOOM.

BpocuB Ha Hero mocjegHHI B3IJIAN, AeBYLIKAa lIarHyjaa B
TyMaH. BHYTpeHHHUI1 TPOBOAHHUK MPOIOIXaJl BECTH e€: Hora
OITyCTWIACh Ha NMPOYHYIO KOYKY, KOTOpOii OHa He BuIena. OHa
1IU1a MeJIEHHO, OCTAHABJIMBAsICh, IPOBEPAS, BUIUT JIM IOHOLIA
e€ war. [lyist Hero 3TOT IyTh JOJDKEH OBITh elE TsOKesee: Bedb
Y HEero HeT €€ yBEepeHHOCTH.

Typcna uuvia Bnepén Liar 3a WAaroM, crapasch BCIIOMHUTD,
JaJieKo JIM TSHeTcs 3Ta onacHas 4acTh myTd. CaiiMOHI He 3Baj
e€, U, 060payHBasCh, OHa KAXALIH pa3 BHAENa, YTO OH TBEPIO
ACpXHUTCA Ha HOrax.
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Ho BoT, HakoHel, oHa BbiGpasiach Ha NPOYHYIO NOYBY, OT
HanpspKeHHA OONey CIIMHA M TUIEYH, MPeJaTeIbCKH IPOXaIn
HOTH. DTOT 6BUI TOT caMblil X0iM B ¢opMe nayiblia, yKa3blBa-
oy HanpasleHHe Ha nipya. Cros Ha TBEpaoii semiue, Typcaa
o XXuAaNa CHyTHUKA. BpIOpaBLINCh, OH ONMYCTHWICSA Ha KoJle-
HHY ¥ HayaJl pacKauMBaThCs U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. JleBylika
CKJIOHWIACh K HEMY, NOAAepXaa.

JInuo CaiiMOHAa NOKPBUIOCH IOTOM, M CBEPHYBLUASCH
KpOBb CMelIMBaIack ¢ HUM. OH TsKeJo ABILIaJ PTOM, a Ila3a,
KOTOPBIMM OH B3IVIAHYJ Ha He€, CTalM COBCEM MYTHBIMH. OH
XMypWICS, CJIOBHO €My TPyAHO OBLUIO CMOTPETH M OH C
GONBUINM YCWIMEM YAEPXKHBAJ €€ B IIOJIe 3pEHMS.

— S1... MOYTH... BBIAOXCH... — C TPYAOM IIPOXPHIIE] OH.

— Vxe koHen. Orciona gopora xopouiad. OcTajloch He-
MHoOTO.

OH cnerka yasIOHYICS.

— Ecnu... Hepaneko... f... CMOIY... TIOJI3TH...

— To1 noiin€ms! — TBEPHO cKazana Typcna. Beras, oHa
HaKJIOHWIACh U B3sU1a ero nox Mbiliku. Hanpsraa Bce ocras-
LIMecs CWIbl, AEBYUIKA JEHCTBUTEJBHO IIOCTaBHIA €0 Ha
Horu. [ToToM cHOBa nonoXwia pyKy My>XX4YHHBI cebe Ha IUieyn
¥ nosesa. HakoHel oHU oKa3anuch CpeH CKaJjl Hall MOTJaIH-~
BBIM IIPYXOM, OKPYXEHHBIM IIECKOM.

BHayarne feByllKa 3aHAIach CBOMMM 3acTéXKaMH. Teneph
OHa 3HaJIa, YTO HYXHO Jenath. Kak 3HaeT KpaCWIbIIMK, Yero
HYXHO el€ Jo6aBUThb, YTO NOAMELIATD, JEIAET 3TO ¥ ONHOB-
PEMEHHO He OTPBIBaeTcs OT Kunsiuei xuakoctu. M 3aecs ectb
cBoit obObryaii. To, 4yTo oHa coGHpanach BLI3BaTh, MOSABUTCSA
TOJIBKO IOCJI€ ONpeNeNEHHOIO pUTyasa.

ITnatee Typcasl ynano x e€ Horam. OHa HaKIOHWIach K
6eccwIbHO JleXaBlUIeMy MyXYHHE M 3aHSUIach KpeIUVICHHSIMU
ero kKoiab4yry. OH OTKpbUI IIa3a M YAUBJIEHHO B3VISTHYJI HA He€.

— Yro... THL..

— BT0... — JIeBYIIKA CTATMBAJIA KOJIBLYYTY C €TI0 IUied ONHOM!
pyKo#, Apyro# aepxach 3a OpIOKH.

— 3TO HYXHO CHATb... MBI IOJDKHBI MOTH TYAA, TIE 5TOTO HE
IOJDKHO OBITh.
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OH MUTHYI.

— JpeBHas cuna?

Typcna noxana ruie4yaMu.

— 51 HMKXaKMX BaUIMX ApeBHUX cWI He 3Hal0. Ho o ToMm, uto
MBI MOX€M 37ech BbI3BaTh, HeMHOro 3Haiw. Ecim... — oHa
nojaHecsa K ry6aM ykasaTeJbHblii najiell M IpHMKycwia €ro,
3ayMaBuUIrck. Eif TOJbKO YTO MPHULLIO B IOJIOBY... OTO MECTO
OTHOCHTCS K Hel JOoOpOXeNnaTelbHO — U paHblIE TOXe, —
MOTOMY YTO OHa — 3TO OHA (a MO mNpapiae, KTO OHa Takad,
crnipocuiIa Kakasi-To MaJjasi yactvua e€ camoii. Ho ceiiyac He
BpeMsd U1 TaKux Bonpocos). Ho mpuMer i 310 Mecto ero?
OtBeTa HeT, HYXHO NpoboBaTh.

— Mbul pomxHbl... — Typcna npuHsUIa pelieHue, — MBI
JOJDKHBI 3TO caenats. [loroMy 4To Apyroro myTH cnaceHus s
He BUXY.

Ona noMomIa eMy pacCTerHYTbCS, CHATH NOSIC, H YBUIENA
IMPOKME IUIeYH, JUIMHHBIE PYKY, CBUACTENLCTBYIOLINE, YTO B
HEM [eCTBUTEILHO TeYET KpoBb Hapoaa Topos. Ilorom
MokKa3ajia Ha KaMeHb, C KOTOPOro B NPOLWILI pa3 NMpLITHYJIA
B npyn.

— He crynaii Ha nmecok, — mpeaymnpenwia oHa. — OH
JIOJDKEH JieXaThb HETPOHYTBIM. A MBI OTCIOAQ NPBITHEM B TIPYA.

— Ecnm cMory... — HO OH NMOOHSJICS Ha KaMeHb.

- OHa npeirHysa BHU3. M cHoBa €€ MATKO 0OXBaTWIa BOJA.
HeByiika ObICTPO MHOIUIBUIA K NPOTUBOIOJOXHOMY Oepery
npyia M pacyMcTWIa MeCcTo, KyAa OH CMOXET BbIOpaThCi.
IloToM ornsiHyack.

— Wnu!

Teno ero xasanochk 6eJbIM, KaK OKpyXaloluii TyMaH. OH
NMOJAHSUICA Ha KaMeHb, M JeBYLIKA YBHIEJA, KAK HaNpSAIIUCh
ero Mbnuiel. OH BBITAHYJ PYKH M HBIPHYJ, pa3pe3aB Boay.

Typcna eria Ha CMHY Y 3aCThUIa, KaK B IPOLLIBIH pa3. OHa
Gosblile He OTBevYasia 3a Hero. MHCTMHKT rOBOPUII €if, YTO OHH
Tenepb B G€30MaCHOCTH, pa3 Npyl He OTBEpr MX.

I'nsans B HeGo — BeTep ¢ MOps Hayall pa3peIBaTh TYMaH, —
Typcna 3anena — 3amena 6e3 CJIOB, M 3BYKM €€ TIEHHMS
TMONHUMAJIMCh M OIMYyCKAINCh, KaK 30B KAKOH-TO ITTHLIBL.
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M xaK B npouUUIblii pa3, necok 3aiueBenwics. [eByiuka He
YyBCTBOBWIAa BeTpa, HO 3€pHa NecKa MOAHSUIMCh B BO3AYX M
HayaJM BpallaTthcsi, KaK B Ty Houyb. Poxmmwicg cronb, oH
Bpalayicsa Bc€ ObIcTpee U OBICTpee, CTAHOBACH BCE MpOYHEE.
[Toka3zanack Kpyrnas rojosa, Hayajo CKJIaIbIBaThCs TEJO.

Typcna npogosxana netb 63 coB, U NpoxooKan GopMu-
poOBaThCs COCyll, B KOTOPBIN BOMAET Ta, KOrO OHA NMPHU3bIBAET.
JleBylika coBceM 3a6bu1a o CaliMmoHae. Eciiv oH M yauBuwics,
TO MOJTYaJ, He Mellas eif CIUIeTaTh 3aKJIMHaHMA. A OHa Jenaya
3TO TaK Xe yBEpeHHO, Kak paboTajia 3a CBOMM TKAaUKHM
CTAHKOM.

U BoT nepen Heit BHOBL Npejcrtana Kcakron. YBuaes, yro
oHa xa€r, Typcna BbIIJIAa U3 Mpyda M BCTajla Ha KaMHe, C
KoToporo m1s1 corsopeHusi Kcakron cierenn nocjieqHue mnec-
YUHKH.

— IlecyaHas cecTpa... — AcByllKa NOAHAIA PYKH, HO HE
OOHsI1a CBOE TBOpPEHHE.
— CecTpa... — NOBTOPWIa Ta CBOUM CBHUCTSLIUM, CAOBHO U3

TPYLIUXCSl NECYMHOK rojjocoM. — Yto TeGe HyXkHO? — XeH-
1IIMHA MPOTSHYNIA PyKu Brepén, u Typcia nojoxuna Ha HUX
nagoHu. InoTh BCcTpeTHIach ¢ MeCKoM.

— JTOT MyX4HHa, — Typcna He moBepHyJa I'OJIOBEI, He
nocMoTpeJia Ha Jiexasliuero B Boge CaiiMoHaa. — Ero npecne-
nyior. Ho He nODKHBI €ro B3SITh.

— Bro TBO#i BBIGOP, cecTpa? — crnpocwia Ta. — Ionymaii
xopolio. OT TBoero BbIGOpa MOXET IMPOHU30HTH MHOTOE, U He
BCE NMOHpPaBUTCA TeOe B OyaylieM.

— Tomnbko 3110, Kcakron? — MeajieHHO CipocHla AeBY1lIKa.

— OnHo TOJIBLKO 3/10 HMKOTrAa He 6n1BaeT. Ho nomymaii BoT
0 4YéM: ceifyac THI NMpHHALIeXHIIb Hapoay Topos. U ecamn
yiinéus, Bo3BpaTa He OyaeT. A 3a npeaenaMu TopoBsIx Toneit
HE BCe NMPHUBETCTBYIOT TOPOB.

— Hapoa TopoB, — mnoBropuwna Typcna. — Ho s nus
YacTH4YHO M3 Hapoaa TopoB, necyanas cectpa. ToMbKO YacTh
MeHs. Kak u oH. Y MeHd Teno Topa, Ho...
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— Momun! — pe3ko npepsana eé Kcakron. — Jaxe ecin
M TaK, TeJio Topa MoXxeT npexath Tedss. Ha rpanus 6onot
HaJIOXEHO 3aKITHHaHKe. Top He MOXeT BBIHTH 3a €TI0 Npeacsibl
— M OCTaTbC XHUBBIM.

— A 3rot1?

— OH nBoifHoit kpoBH. C10[a €10 NPHBJIEKIIO 3aKTHHAHHE
TopoB, noToMy YTO B HEM €cTh YacTh, OTBeYalollasi Ha 3TOT
npu3biB. Ho yyXnas KpoBbs NOMOXeET eMy BEIOpaThes. OnHako
€CJIM ThI MOHAEWIb C HUM...— TieCYaHasi XEHLIMHA HE 3aKOH-
91Ia CBOE TpeayrnpeXacHue.

— Y10 Xe 6ymer co MHO}?

— He 3Halo. D10 He Halle 3aKIMHaAHUE. Y YYXaKOB CBOH
KOJIZYHBH, U MX 3HAHHMA ApeBHHe U Iiiyboxue. Tol cuibHO
PMCKYelllb, €CJIM TOMIELID.

— OcTaBWINCh, A PUCKYIO elE GoJbllle, NiecyaHas cecTpa.
Trl 3HaeLIb, KaKoii TOKPOB Ge30MacHOCTH Habpocwia Ha MeHs
Madpa; ¥ no npeacTaBIEeHUIM MOETO Hapoaa, 3TO CMEPTek-
Hasl JIOXb.

— Pemrenne npuHUMaTh TeGe. A 4ero Tl XO4elllb OT MEHA?

— Moxelub BBIMTpaTh HaM BpeMs, NiecyaHas cectpa? Benb
3a HAMH MAYT M 6YayT IpeciefoBaTh O CMEPTH.

— Br10 BepHo. [laxe ciofa JOCTHraeT MX THEB H CTpax.
C0BHO TyMaH, KOTOPbIif OHH TaK JIIOOAT, — XeHIIMHA OTHAIA
TIpaByIo PYKY, MOAHSIA €€ M KOCHY/IACh Jiba AeByllKa Hajg M
Mexny I1a3aMH.

— Jaio Te6e 310. Mcnonu3yii, Kak 3axo4ellb, — cKa3ajia OHa
HerpoMkKo. — A ceifyac s JOJDKHA WATH...

— S 1ebga ew€ yBixy? — cnpocwia Typcia.

— Her, ecnu T caenaeirs BHIGOpP, KOTOPHIH S YMUTAIO B
TBOMX MBICJISIX. [IBepb MeXIy HALIMMH MHpPaMHM TOJILKO 3/1€Ch.

— S He Mory... — BockiuKHyAa Typcia.

— Ho T8I yXxe BbIGpana, cectpa. U BLIGOp B TBoeii ayiie.
Wau c MmupoM. IIpuMu To, yTOo XIET Tebs, Xxpabpo. BeéE, uto ¢
To601 ciydmwioch, MMeeT cBO€ 3HadeHMe. M ecnm ceifyac Mel
3TOro He BHIHMM, CO BpeMEHEM OHO cTaHeT sAcHo. IlocTymai,
KakK 3Haellb.

Ona ypoHMIa pykH, a Typcia cHOBa OITycTHIACh Ha KOJICHH
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M 3aKphUia IMla3za ofHoil pykoii. Ho npyryio monoxm:ia na
KOJIEHO, JIAOHBIO BBEPX.

Kcakron Hayaja BpallaThCsl, BpallleHHE CTAHGBHIOCH Beé
6ricTpee. ToHKHit necok, obpa3oBaBlIMii €€, pa3ieraics, TEN0
NIPeBpPaTWIOCH B CTOJIO, KOTOPLIH, B CBOIO Oo4Yepeb, IIECKOM
ochinayca Ha KameHb. Ho B pyke Typcisl ocranacs ropcrodka
necka.

Korna mecok poBHEIM clloeM JIET BOKPYT NpyAa, AeBYylUKA
BCTaJla, IUVIOTHO CXMMasi B ropcTH mecyuMHku. U oxumxHyna
CaiiMoHza.

— Bexoan. HaM HyXHO HATH.

OHa pe3Ko NOBEpHY/a ronoBy. YTo-To nocieiwanocs Baa-
Ju. OXOTHUKHM MAYT, oHU Hauumi cieng. Kak u Kcakron, ona
Tenephb OLIy1LAala OBJIafeBLIYE MU THEB U cTpax. Teneps e€ He
3alIUTUT AaXe TO, YTO OHA HaroJHeHa. Typciia B3TpOTHyIa.
Huxkoraa paHbllie He HCIBITHIBAIA OHAa TaKMX 3Mouuii. Ux
gyyxnocts owmenomasiia. Ho Bpemenu nna xonebanui He
OCTaBaJIoOCh, HEKOrga OBUIO BCIYLIMBATBCA B 3TOT CTpax,
TIOPOXAEHHBIA HEHABUCTBIO.

CaitMonp, BbIen Ha Oeper. ILI€n oH Tenepp yEepeHHCH,
BBICOKO NOAHSB IOJIOBY, HO BHUMaHHE €10 ObUIO YCTpeMIIEHO
He K JIeBYLIKe, a Ha3aj, TyAa, OTKyZa OHM PULUIM, CJIOBHO OH
TOXE TOYYBCTBOBAJI 3MOLIMH IIpeciicAOBaTEICH.

Typcna nogHslach Ha KAMEHb, Ha KOTOPOM OCTaBHWIa CBOE
wiartbe. IlogHsa ero oqHOM pykoi M 3aroBopuia:

— Moxelb oTOpBaTh OTciona nojocky? HyxHo cbepedp
TO, YTO 5 IepXy, — OHa I10Ka3aJjla €My ropcTh IeCKa. - 2To HaM
NoHagoOouTCH.

CaliMOHA, B3sU1 IUIaTbe M OTPB2J Kpaill BBIMAYKAHHOIO
60JIOTHOIM rpsA3bI0 Nogosna. Typcia BhIChINaNa B HETO NIECOK U
TIIATEJBHO 3aBs3ajla ero B y3eioK. [loToM Hanena muiaTsee.
CaiiMOHZ TOXe oJieNicsd, HO 3acCTerHyJ TONBKO KOXAHYX) HU-
XHIOIO KYPTKY, OCTABHB KOJILUYTY JIeXaTh Ha 3eMJe.

Vi0oBUB B3MIAA HOEBYUIKH, OH HOCKOM HOTH KOCHYJICS
KOJIBYYTH.

— Ouna MeHd ToNbKO 3a1epXkuT. Kyna M1 naém?

— K Mopio, — OHa yXe ABHHYNAach B ITyTh.
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Kynanue B npyay, BomxHO ObITh, ocBexwio CaiiMoHAa,
PaHBl €70 Ha4YaJIH 3aXUBaTh, IIOTOMY YTO OH YBEPEHHO [l pXaJl-
cs pANOM C JEBYLIKO#, KOrja oHa LiUla MeX cKajl. Bckope
Typcna ycnbilaia IviecK BOJH, BeTep CAyBaj IpoYb TyMaH U
OOJIOTHBII BO3IYX.

Oum BhILLIM Ha Geper. CaiflMOHA NMOCMOTpEJ] Ha CceBep,
IIOTOM Ha 10T, ¥ HAKOHeLl TIOBEPHYJICSA JIMLIOM K I0TY.

— 3710 popora B Ocrkapn. [Touum...

«Ecmm cMory, — noayMana oHa. — Hackonbko cHiIbHO
3aKIMHaHKWe, HaJloXeHHoe Ha Hapoa Topor? OHO HaNOXEHO
TOJILKO Ha TeJOo WIH Ha Teno M ayx? Moxer au Moit ayx
Pa3opBaTh 3aMpeThl, HAJIOXEeHHbIe Ha Teno?» Ho Bcayx oHa 3TH
BONPOCH He 3a/laBajia.

OHM NOLUIM MO TecKy Mo caMoMy Kpalo Boabl. C3anu
TIOC/BIIIAJICA KPHK, KOMNbE TeEpeseTesio Yepe3 MX ToJIOBHl U
ynaio B Boay. 3To IpeaymnpexacHue, moraaanach Typcna.
OXOTHHKH XOTAT 3aXBaTUTh MX XUBbIMH. MoxeT, YHHaHHa BCé
Xe TOJYYUT CBOE XKEPTBONPUHOLIEHHUE.

HeoxupaHHO AeByllIKa BCKPHKHYNa Y oTlIaTHYysjIack. OHa
CJIOBHO HaCKOYWJIa Ha CTEHY U OTJIeTeJIa OT He€, TeJI0O OHEMEIIO
or cuiabl ygapa. CaliMOHI ObUT yXX€ B HECKOJIbKMX Lliarax
Briepeay. YCNbIlIaB €€ KPHK, OH TOBEPHYJICS.

- Typcna nporsHyna pyky. [lepen Heit BcTana nperpaga —
HeBUIMMadA... HO MpPOYHasA, CJIOBHO KaMEHHas CTeHa [oMa
xi1aHa. OHa ¢GU3MYECKH YYBCTBOBaIA €€ MOBEPXHOCTS.

CTeHa, KOTOpPYIO YyXe3eMIibl BO3IBUIIH BOKPYT TopoBBIX
Tonei! deBylika AeiicTBUTENbHO HE MOIJIA IPEOAOJNIETh 3Ty
nperpany.

— Houwm! — CajiiMoHa BepHyics K Hei. OyeBMAHO, 3Ta
CTeHa JUI1 HEro NpocTo He cyulecTBoBaia. OH cxBaTun e€ 3a
PYKY, NONBITAICS NOTAlUWTD.

M cHoBa Typcna XEcTKo ymapuiach O Iperpany.

— Her... He Mory! 3akinHaHKMsA TBOETO HapojJa... — BblIO-
XHyna oHa. — Wamu, oHM He cMOryT NpoiTH 3a To60!

— bBe3 1eb6s He moiigy! — aMII0 €ero cTalo MpayHbIM. —
IMonpo6yem MopeM. IlnaBats yMeewln?

— He ouens, — oHa, KOHeYHO, Kymajach B Npyaax, HO
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JOBEPUTHCS MOPIO — COBCEM ApyToe Aeno. XOTA, KaKo y Heé
BrI6Op? 2Kap HeHaBUCTH, KOTODPBIM OHa ollylliaia 3a coboH,
Mpeaynpexnail, Yero oHa MOXET OXHUAAThb.

— TMouwu...

— Croit! — paspancsa no3agu Kpuk. A¢pdpuk... OHa gaxe
He orisabiBajlach, M TaK 3Hajla, KTO BeAET OXOTHUKOB.

— Hau... — Typcna crapanach OTTOJIKHYTh CBOETO CyTHH~
Ka, NMPOTOJIKHYTb 3a CTEHY, KOTOpasi AJisl Hero He CTeHa.

— B mope! — noBTropui oH.

Ho oHHu, kaxeTtcs, ono3gajiu. MexXay HMMH IpoJieTesIo
APYTOEe METKO OpOlIEHHOE KOMbE, YAAPWIOCh O HEBHANUMYIO
CTeHY M oTckoumwno. Typcia pe3Ko MoBepHYJach, NPUXaB PYKy
B IpyAM U CXHMas B Hed To, YTO npuHecaa ¢ Gepera npyza.

Addpuk, na, 1 bpyHsoa, u I'aBaH. A 3a HUMH ell€ OBa
ecaTKa; OTPpsa NpuoIMXacs, IJia3a TOPOB Iopeiv a3apToM U
HeHaBUCTblO. OHa Takoro HMKOIZa He BCTpe4ala paHblie.
Co3HaTenbHO WIM Gecco3HaTeNIbHO, HO OHH MCHOJb30BAIH
CBOI0 HEHABHCTh KaK OpYyXHe, OWIM €10; U OT 3THX YAapoB
JeBYlLIKa MOKAYHY/ach, CIOBHO paHeHas WK GobHas.

Ho y Typcasl octaBajioch €uUl€ AOCTATOYHO CHJI, YTOOLI
H3BJe4Yb CBEPTOK. OnHON pyKoif OHa pa3BEpHY/Na €ro, 4YyTb
noaepxaia Ha naaoHu. IloToM momHecnaa mecok K ry6am,
r1y0oKo BIOXHYJa U noayna. M korjja necCYuHKH pas3fieTeIuCh,
IeByllKa rpoMko KpukHyaa. He cnoso, moromy yro 31O
3aK/IMHaHME C/IOBaMM €€ Mupa He npu3opEls. OHa npoussena
3BYK, MOXOXHWH Ha poKoT, Ha bonsuryio Tpesory Hapoaa
Topos.

He 6bL10 BUAHO, KaK pasfieTaeTcs MecoK Mo €€ JbIXaHHEM.
C Oepera noaHsuIMCh obnaka 6enoro Mopckoro necka. OHH
HauyaIu BpallaThca, KaK Bpaulaics cTonb, obpa3sys teno Kcak-
Ton. Ho 3Tu cTon6nl pocau M pociu, BTATHBasA B cebs BcE
6onbuie necka. OQHAKO OCTABAIMCH CTOJI0AMHU, HE NIPUHUMAs
nHo# ¢opMbl. Tenepb OHU BEICOKO BO3BLILIAJIHCH Hal JIOb-
MH.

AddpHK U ero n10a4 NONITWIKNCh, HEYBEpEHHO IVISAA Ha
cronosl. C TakuM OHM ell€ He BcTpeyasiuch. Ho He oTcTynanu
coBccM, U Typcna 3Hana, 4TO OHHM He OTCTYTAT.
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BeplliMHBI cTON60B Hayalu HAaKIOHATBCS — K MYXYHMHaM-
topaM. Typena cxBatuia CaiiMoHaa 3a ruieyo. Cwia, ABUraBLias
ctonbaMM, ucxoauia ot He€. 1 oHa coMHeBanach, 4To AOJIrO
NpoAepXUTCs

— B mope!

KpHKHyaa nir oHa 3TO BCJAYX WIM OH IPOYES €€ MbICIB?
Hepyiuka He 3Hana. Ho CaliMoHI cXBaTWJI €€ pYyKO# U MOTalWI
B Body.

Bonxa ynapuna eé, Bona noaHsaiaack Ao nosca, a Typcna no-
NpexXHEMY cTapajlach yaepXaTbh necdaHble cTonbpl. Ho He
NMOBOpa4YMBaJia roJIoBbl U HE CMOTpEJIa Ha HUX.

[Mocapianucy KpUMKH, Tenepb HanpaBJIeHHbIE HE K Oere-
uaM. HekoTtopbie ronoca 3By4any NpUIrayLIEHHO, TOCTENEHHO
cMmonkasi. Booa moaHsinach coBceM BbicoKo. CaliMOHI, He
rasas Ha Geper, npuKasan:

— Jloxucy Ha cnuHy! M gepxucs Ha Boae! OcrtanbHoe
npeaocTaBb MHe!

OHa nomnsiTanack nocayuarscs ero. [Toka HUKakoro 6apb-
cpa UM He BcrpeTuyoch. Eit Tenepb 6pu1 BuaeH Geper. Ero
CIUIOWb 3aTAHYA TyMaH. HeT, He TymaH, mec4YaHblii BHXpb
HanoJIOBMHY CKpBIBaJl (UIypbl, npeciegoBaTejd OWINCh B
o6bATHSX NecKa, KaK OyATO He MOIJIH BbIpBaTbCsS, TaK MX
3axBaTwia rnecyaHas Gypsi.

- Ml BOT OHa nexasna Ha crinHe, a CaifMOH/ TUTBUT M TAHYJ €€
3a co6oii. OH IUIBLI He B MOpe, a BooJb 6epera. Typcna nepxana
MecoK M Hampapjisja ero, CKoJbKO MOIJIa, MOKa OO0 KOHLA
UCTOWIMIA cBOM cHibl. JIo Tako#t cTeneHM, 4YTo HE Moria Obl
NnouieBEIUThCS, JaXe ecii Obl yMea IUIaBaTh.

Kpuxu nmocapnuanucs rpoMue. [Totom...

Cuna... cusia pe3Ko OTTOJIKHY/NA AeBYUIKY Ha3ajl, IOTPY3UB
B Boay. Typcna axHyJa, ¥ XoiogHast coI€Hasi BoAa XJIbIHYJIA eif
B pOT, 3ay1uBas i€rkue. OHa cyopoxHo 6opoJiach 3a AbXaHKeE.
Baprep! 310 Gapnep! OHa xoTena KpUKHYyTh CaliMOHAY, CO06-
LLHUTb, YTO BCE €ro ycwiud Gecrnone3Hbl. Eil He cnacTucCh.

He cnactuce! E€ Teno 3akmodyeHo B TopoBbIX TOMSX 3aKITH-
HaHUAMHU yyxkecTpaHueB. Her... HageXnpl...

OtyasgHHO Gopdchk cO CTpaXoM YTOHYThb, Typcjia B TO Xe
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BpcMs MomnbITANach BbICBOOOAUThCS, yaapuTh CaiiMOHIa, 3a-
CTABUTL OTIYCTUTH €€, NIpeXe YeM OHa MOrpy3uTCcs noa Boay.

— ...ornycT! OTNycTH MeHq! — XoTe1a KpHKHYTh AEBYLIKA,
HO BOAA2 CHOBa 3aJIMJja €M poT.

OTtkyna-To eif HaHecau yaap. OHa OLLyTHIIa BCIBILIKY 60/H.
[MlotoM — Huyero.

Typcna MeaseHHO npuxoauna B ccOs, BHIXOAWIA U3 TbMBI.
Boaa...,oHa ToHeT! CaiiMOHA N0OKEH ¢€ OTNYCTHUTD!

Ho Hukakoii Boabl He Obu10. [leBylliKa nexaina Ha NpOYHoi
MOBCPXHOCTH, KOTOpast He pacKauMBajach, KakK BoJHbl. U oHa
Morna ablwaTth. Boga He 3amonHsna Hoc, He TNOKpBIBaJia
ronoy. [Toka eii 3TOro 4OCTaTOYHO, OHA NMOYYBCTBOBL1A ceOs
B Oc30MacHOCTH, oHa He yToHeT. Ho...

3Ha4YuT, OHU BEPHYJIUCH Ha Geper. A OoHa Goblle He BiIajeeT
ncckoM. Addpuk...

Typcaa otkpuiia rmasa. Hag Heit npocTupanach HeGecHas
apkKa — 4yuctoe Hebo, TONBKO OOHO-ABA 06JlayKa 3aCThUTH Haj
ropuzoHToM. Hu cnepa tymana TopoBbix Tomeii. JeByiuka
NMoaHs1a royioBy. Jlaxe 3710 IErkoe ABUXKEHHE OKA3aJI0Ch OYEHb
TPYAHBIM, TaK OHa ObLIa claba U HUCTOLICHA.

KpyroM necok, 6enblii, co cjieqaMu BOJIH, BLICOXLUIMIA ITOcie
yxoaa Boabl. U ckansl. 1 Mope. Ho Hu Addpuka, HU Apyrux
MyxuuH-TopoB. OHa... Typcna cena, onupasich Ha pyku.

E€ Mokpoe naTbe ObU10 06s1eruieHO reckoM. Jlaxe Ha 3ybax
ckpurien necok. M HMKoro xpyroM, Boo6iuie HuKoro. Ho
MCpBbIC XC B3MIsAbl YOcOAUIH €€, YTO TO He yyacToK Oepera
TopoBbIx Tonci.

JcByuika nosepHynach IMLOM K cyuie. CrieBa OT He€ CTeHOM
CTOSl1 B BO3AyXe AbIM COTHH — HET, ThICAYM KOCTPOB, OH
YXOAWJ B ITyOb CyllH, HACKOJILKO OHA MOTJIa BUIETh. DTO Xe
OGOJIOTHBIH TYMaH, OH COBEPIICHHO CKPbIBAJ TO, YTO HaXO4H-
JIOCb MO Ty CTOPOHY...

OHM MHHOBaIU Gapbep! 3To BHELIHUI MUp!

Typcna BcTasia Ha KoJIeHU, NBITasACh pa3risaeTb 3TOT HEBe-
moMbiit Mup. Ilecok TAHYJACS Ha HEKOTOpOE pacCTOSHUE.
IToToM nonocka XECTKoii TpaBhl, 32 HEil — KycThl. bonoToMm
M He naxio.
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Ho rne xe CaiiMmoHn?

OnmHoYecTBO 6BUTO XOPOLIO, KOTIa OHa onacanack Apdpu-
Ka ¥ OCTAbHBIX, TENEPb OHO BEI3HIBaNO OecriokolictBo. Kyna
OH HcYe3 — U IodeMy?

Ero mcye3sHOBeHHe MCIYTalO AEBYLIKY. MoXeT, moTOMYy,
910 OHa M3 Hapoaa Topos? Heyxenu dyxe3eMell TaK HCHaBU-
IIMT 3TOT HAapO[I, YTO TeNePh, KOINa OH cNnac e X13Hb, CIUTACT,
YTO BHIIUIATIV CBOM JOJT M GoNbllle He XeJaeT e€ BHACTh?

Typcna. Mpayno npuHsia 3ToT (dakr. Moxer, u Kopuc
HeHaBHAUT KpoBb TopoB B cebe U ChIHA BOCIHMTAJ B TAKOM Xe
HeHaBHCTH. TOTHO TaK Xe TOpH CMOTPEIIH Ha YyXYyIO NPHMeECh
B CBOE#l KpOBH.

Ona u3 Hapoga TopoB — CaiiMoHJ 3TO 3HaeT. 3HA4uT...

Typcna moioxuia roJIoBy Ha pyKH 4 NocTapaiach MBICIHTD
JNorudHo. BosMoXHo, NpUHAB pellleHHe — e€ Bedb NPOCHIH
Cepbé3HO ToAyMaTh, — OHA COBEPIICHHO OTKAa3ajach OT
cBoero Hapoaa. Kcakroj 9ecTHo npegynpexaana e€. [lokunys
Npyd, OoHa Temeph Goibllle HE CMOXET OOINATBCA C 3TUM
co3HaHHeM?.. myxoM?.. cyliecTBoM?... KOTOpoe Jydllle Bcex
TIOHMMAJIO e€.

Madpa... BiepBhle, 3aTauB AbixaHue, Typcia momymana,
gro 6yaeT ¢ Madpoii. Beab oHa BocmpoTMBHIACh YHHaHHe,
TIpPHKpHIBaJIAa MX 6eIcTBO; HO pa3Be NOCMeEET KTO-HHOynb M3
TOPOB NMONHATb PYKYy WIH rosoc npotuB Madpni? Jlesyinke B
3TOT MOMEHT CTPAacTHO 3aXOTeJoCh, YTOOBI BCE BEPHYJIOCH
Ha3aJ, YToObI OHa CHOBAa OKa3ajlach B JOME KJIaHa... KaK B HOYb
HaKkaHyHe €€ BCTpeYH C IleCYaHOM CECTPOIi.

Ho Typcna Tyt Xe nokavana roroBoi. OrnsaabiBaTeCs Ha3az
— TOJILKO HampacHas TpaTta ciwl. Koraa BeIOOp caenaH, Korga
TBEPAO CTYNMWI Ha TpOINly, HU OAUH MyXdYHHa, HH OLHA
XeHIIMHA He MOXET NMOBEPHYTb Ha3al M IOMTH MO ApYroii
Tponie. OHa NpHHsUIa pelicHHe U Teneph JOIKHA XUTh B
COOTBETCTBMM C HUM — XHTb HWIH YMEDETb.

JleBylIxa Mpa4yHO NPHHSUIACh Pa3IIALLIBATD MECTHOCTD.
Mope 61UTO ITyCTO, € 3TOI CTOPOHEI XAaTh MOMOIUIM HEYero.
Ona nporonoaanacs. CojHIle YXe OIyCKAJIOCh Ha 3anafe. A 'y
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Heé HeT AaxXe HoXa Ha mnofice. M xTo 3HaeT, Kakie OIIaCHOCTH
XIyT €€ B TEMHOTE B 3TOM BHelTHeM Mupe?

Ho ecnu oHa cobGupaercd yXoauTh, TO NPHAETCA UATH Ha
YeTBepeHLKAX, TAaK KAaK KOrJa OHa IONBITaNach BCTaTh, TO
ob6HapyXwia, 9T0 HOTH NOATHOAIOTCHA, a IOJIOBa KPYXHUTCA.
JeByinka nomartHynacs u ynana. l'onon ¥ Xaxna — ITycToTa,
KOoTopas JoJIXKHa OBITh HalloJTHEeHa.

Hanonnena! Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe Tenepp KIaH HMKOIAa HE
y3HaeT 06 e€ ob6MaHe. Ho ecii oHa HanoTHe Ha YeM-To ApYTHM,
KaK yTBepxaana Madpa, To 9eM xe?

JeByinka moiHsUIa KOJICHH K IpyaH, oOXBaTWia MX pyKaMH
M BCH CXaJach, IIOTOMY YTO BETep CTAHOBWICS XOJIOLHee,
TAKOTI'O XOJIOZHOTO BeTpa B TopoBLIX TOMAX He ObiBaeT. Typcna
BHOBB IIOCTapanach 06yMaTs cHTyannio. YTo B e€ NMoJIoXeHHH
mwioxo? Yro xopowo? Ilnoxo — QNIHHHBIA IepedyeHb. A
Xopoirero — oOHa cracjach oT Addpuka M OCTAIbHHIX,
cnacjach OT YXaCHOIO 'HEBa TOPOB, KOIZla OHH Y3HAJIH Obl, 9TO
OHa He JacT MM pe6EHKA H He [OOaBUT HUKOIO MCYe3alolIeMy
Hapony. U y He€ ecTb 3HaHHA, HO OHA ITOKA He 3HAeT, KAK HMH
BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCA. 3HaHUsA, AaHHbIEe eil Kcakron.

Ho Tenepnr necuyaHas cecTpa HaBCEIa OTpe3aHa OT HeE.
CyMeeT 1M OHa BOCINOJIb30BaTbCA CBOMMH 3HAHHUAMM?

U rae eii uckatpb yoexuie? I'ne muina? Boga? ITonHuMyT
71 Ha He€ PYKY XHUTeJIM BHEIIHETO MUpa, KOTAa Y3HAIOT, 9T0
oHa U3 TopoBhIx TOMmeEi?

Omna...

— Xoumwna!

Typcna nogHsAiIa rojosy.

BcagHuK Hanpaminsvicds K Heil U3 miyoudm cymm. Ero
TOJIOBa... OOHaXEHHAs rojiopa... 31o Xe CaiiMona! JeBylka ¢
TPYAOM BCTAJIa H KPMKHYJIA B OTBET CJIAOBIM IOJIOCOM:

— Caiimonp!

Yr0-TO 60NE3HEHHO CXMMaBlIee €€ M3HYTPH pa30pBaiock.
Typcina waranace, ¢ TpyaoM nepectabisasa Horu. OHa He ofHa!
OH He ocTaBua €é!

Jlomany mna 6ricTpoii prickio. Typcna yBuAeaa U BTOPYIO
Jnowmanb, CaitMoHA BEN €€ Ha moBoAy. OH NOSBWICA B BOJIHAX
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Tecka, pasbpacbiBaeMoro KonwiraMid. Cockoumn ¢ cemia u
nobexain K HeH, IpPOTATHBAsA PYKH.

Typcia Moria TOJBKO GeCCMBIC/IEHHO TIOBTOPSTD €10 MM,
TIO3BOJIMB €MY TIOOXBATHTD Ce6s1, CBOE HCTOILIEHHOE M H3MY-
9eHHOE TeJo.

— CaitmoHg! CaiiMoHA!

— Bcé B mopsinke! Bc€ xopouio! — OH Kpemko JepXa
JeBYLIKY, TTO3BOJISAA €if OCO3HaTh, YTO OHa OoJbllle He OfHa,
TIOYyBCTBOBaTh MHP.

— MHe npHIWIOCh YiiTH, — 00BbACHIWI MyX4uHa. — HaM xe
HyXHBI Jloliagu. A 34ech Helaleko cTopoxeBas GammHa. S
BEpPHYJICS, KaK TOJBKO CMOT.

Ona nocTeneHHO OBJIaAeBaia coboii.

— Caiimona, — Typcra 3acTaBwia ceGs MOCMOTPETb €My
TIpsIMO B IV1a3a, IPOBEPHTH, He YCIIOKAUBAET JIM OH €€ JDKHBbI-
MM obemnanuaMu. — CaiiMoHz, 5 Benb n3 TopoBsix Toneii. He
3Hal0, KaK THI IPOBEN MeHd 4Yepe3 Gapbep, KOTOPHIiH YCTaHO-
BWIH JIIOAM M3 BHelrHero mupa. Ho a octaiocs TopoM. TBoit
HapoJl CMOXET NPHHATh MEHA?

OH B35 €€ JIMLO B PyKH, IOCMOTpEJI NPSAMO B I71a3a.

— Tophl caMH pelUWIHN CTaTh HAlIUM BParoM, MBI He XOTUM
BpaxnoBaTh ¢ HUMH. K ToMy Xe g caM oryacTi Top. A Kopuc
caenan KpoBb TopoB GrarociioBeHHeM, a He MPOKIATHEM
DcTKapna, KaK XOpoLIo BceM H3BecTHO. OH BJIafeN TOMopoM
Bosnsra, KOTOpHINf MOr IpHHamIeXaTh Tolbko eMy. M oH
HaMepeH cracTH DCTKapI OT TeX, KTO XyXe BOJKOB 3uMoii! B
TBOEH KpOBHM HET HMKAKOIO I1030pa.

OH paccMesUICs, M BCE JIMLIO €T0 H3MEHWIOCK.

— CrpaHHo. Tsl 3Haew» MO€ MM, a 1 He 3HAIO TBOETO.
JoBepHib U Thl MHE €ro, YroOhl MokKa3aTh CBOIO NOOpYIO
BOJIO?

JeBylIka NodYyBCTBOBajJa, KaK e€ JIMLO, 3agyGeslee OT
MOPCKO# BOABI H MECKa, PACTIATHBAETCAd B OTBETHOM YJBIOKe.

— 41 Typcna us... Her, Gonsine 1 He NMpUHALIEXY HH K
KakoMy KiaHy. M g caMa QoJDXHa Y3HaTh, KTO f.

— Y3HaTh 310 HeTpyaHo. TeGe noMoryr, — mooGeian oH.

Typcna yabi6Hynach elué mupe.

— He coMHeBaloch, — YOeXIEHHO OTBETIIA OHA.
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KPOBb COKOJIA

TaHpH 06/11M3aJ1a H3paHEHHbIE KOHYUKH NAaJIbLIEB M OLIyTH~-
Jia XTy4uil COJEHBIA BKYC MOpPCKoO# BoAbl. Bonochl MM K
HCLiapallaHHOMY TIECKOM JIMILY, CJIUIIKOM TSCKEJIbIe OT MPOIH-
TaBlIe#i MX BOABI, YTOOLI pasMeTaThCs Ha BETpY.

Kakoe-To BpeMa el IocTaToyHO ObUTO TOro, 4ro OHa
BhIOpasach U3 BOJIH, OCTAJIach XUBo. Mope — XM3Hb cajlKa-
POB, Ia, HO OHO X¢ MOXET CTaTh MX cMepThio. HecMoTps Ha
¢daTanu3sM U NMOKOPHOCTb cyabbe, oObIuHBIE I €€ Hapoia,
KaKue-To cwibl B TaHpH 3aCTaBISUIH €€ YIPSAMO CTPEMHUTECS K
Gepery.

Hap ronoBoit pazagaBaiuck KpHUKH 4YacK, pe3Kde, NPOH3HU-
TennHele. U Takye cnyraHHbie, YyTo TaHpH MOLHSIA TOJIOBY
M IIOCMOTpeNa B cepoe mnocie 6ypu HeGo. Ha mrrui Hanmaganm.
IIIupoxue TEMHBIE KpLUIbS NTHULBI OTXOOWIH OT IPyAH, Ha
KOTOpOi¥i Xopo1io GbUl1 BHACH OCJblii TPEYTONbHHK MEPLEB —
Ge3omnGoyHbIii 3HaK. COKOJI CHM3WICH, YAApWI KOTITSIMM
yaliKy, yHéc HOObIMYy Ha BepUIMHY yTéca M ceJ TaM, Io-
NpexXHeMy pasIu4MMBlii ¢ Gepera.

PaspriBasg XepTBYy CWIBHLIM KIIOBOM, XMLIHMK NPUHAICA
ectb. Ha Jlame ero KpacoBaJKCh LIBETHBHIE JIEHTHl — 3HaK
CITyXOBI.

CokoJ. JleBylika BBIIUTIOHYJIa HaOUBLINICS B POT IECOK,
PYKM e€ JieXXaJId Ha HCLlapaNlaHHbIX KOJIEHSIX, €1Ba IPUKPHITHIX
HiIDkHe# pybauukoii. [Touru Bcio oxexny oHa cOpocwia, Koraa
CIIpLITHYJIA ¢ Kopabis, 1ieqlero NpsiMO Ha MOKPHTHIN 6enoii
neHoi pud.

Kopa6p!

Ona BcTasia ¥ IOCMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY Mops. 'HeB Oypu no-
TpexXHeMy TOJAHHUMAJI BBICOKYE BOTHBL Ha KmbIkax npuopeXHbIx
CKaJI BHCEJI CO CJIOMaHHO# cruHoi «Jukuii 6opop». BMecTo
MadT — obpyoxu. Ha miasax y TaHpu BOJHBI CHOBA IOXHSUIM
KxopaGnp ¥ ynapwiu o pud. Mope GbICTPO J0NaMEBIBAJIO €ro.

Tanpu B3IPOTHYJIA, OCMOTPEJIa Y3KYIO OeperoByIo NMOJIOCKY
necka. Kto emé no6panca no Gepera? Cankaphl BCIO XHM3Hb
NPOBOASAT B MOpe, HEYXEJH yuesesla oHa ogHa?
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3axaThii MeXOy OBYyMs KAMHSIMH, TaK 97O €ro He MOIIH
YHECTH OTCTYTAIOIKME BOJHBI, JIULOM BHHM3 JIeXasl 9ejIoBeK.
TaHpH IHOAHANA WCLApaNaHHbIE, C U3TOMAHHBIMH HOTTSAMH
NaJbiibl M HAYEPTHIA B BO3yXe 3HaK BoTTuHa, motoM npous-
HecJIa JPEBHIOI0 MOJIMTBY:

Bemep u 6oaHa,
Mampv-mope,

IIpusedu nac domoi.
Manexa 2asanw,
Cuavhbe meou 80anbL,
Ho meoeii cuaoii
Bydem cnacén caaxap!

IleBenbHyncs M 3TOT YenoBek? WitH ero nmpocto caBUHYIA
c MecTa Boga?

OH... 370 He Mopsk-cankap! Bcé ero Teno, or meu go
cepenuHbl O€aep, 3aTAHYTO B KOXY, HOTH 3allyTaINCh B
MOPCKHX BOAOPOCIIfX.

— QanbKoHep!

JleBylIKa BHITUTIOHYJIa HMS O0OXCKEHHBIMH COJIBIO ryDaMH.
Xors y danbKoHepOB CTAPDUHHBII JOTOBOp ¢ €€ HapoAoM, U
OHM YacTO CITyXaT Ha KOpaG/saX cajJKapoB MaTpocaMH, HMX
_TUIeMS BCera JepXUTCSA OCOOHIKOM, 3TO CYpOBBIE MOTYaIH-
BBI€ IoaH. B 6010 OHHU X0poiiH, 310 HyXHo npu3Hats. Ho xTo
3HaeT, KAKHe MbIC/IH CKpPhIBAIOTCS B HX IOJIOBaX, TIOYTH BCeraa
3aKPHITHIX IIUIeMaMH B ¢opMe nTuibi? XOTSA 3TOT IOTEPSUT BCe
CBOM JOCIIEXH U KaXeTcH Tellepb CTPAHHO OOHAXEHHBIM.

Iocnennancs pe3kuit Kpuk. Haepiomiica cokon cieTen K
Tely, cel Ha IECOK BHE INpeAeJioB AOCATAaeMOCTH BOJH H
TIPOJOTXa KPHYaTh, IIOMHUMAs XO3IUHa.

TaHpu B3mOXHYJIa — OHa 3HAJA, YTO JOJDKHA cAeIaTh, — U
To6pena 1o mecky K 4enoBeKy. CoKosl CHOBa KpMKHYI, TEJIO
€TI0 BBRI3BIBAIOLIE HANpSIIoch. JleBylIKa OCTAHOBHIACH, OCTO-
POXHO NONISIALIBAS HA NMITULLY. DTH IITHIH 06y4eHbI y4aCTBOBaTh
B 6010, OHM DBYT INIa3a M JIMLIO NPOTHBHHUKA. DTO 9acTh
BOOPYXEHHS HX XO3f€EB.
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OHa 3aropopMJia FpOMKO, CJIOBHO ob6painanach K 9eJIOBEKY:

— 51 He IPUYHUHIO BPEAA TBOEMY XO3SMHY, JIETAIOLMI BOMH,
— ¥ NIPOTSHYJIA Biepé H3paHEHHbIE PYKH B CTADUHHOM XeCTe
MHpa.

I'masa nTUIBI, MaJIeHbKME KpaCHOBAaThIE YIJIH, YCTPEMIINCH
Ha He€. TaHpH HcIbITANIa CTPAaHHOE OLIY1LIEHHE, YTO 3Ta NNTULIA
pasymHee npyrux. IITuia mepecrana Kpu4aTh, HO IVia3a IIpO-
JIOJDKAJTH CMOTPETh yrpoxaioine. Coxon mepeuesn Ha Apyryio
CTOPOHY OT JieXaBllero 6e3 co3HaHMs JeJIOBEKA.

Tanpu ObLIa Haeko He HeXeHKo#. Kax u Bce B e€ Hapoae,
OHa BBHICOKA H CHJIbHA, MOXET HECTH M NNOXHMMATD TSXECTH,
TSHYTh TPOCHI H TMIOAHMMATD Iapyca, NepeaBUTaTh IPy3, €ClIH
HyXHa noMoliub. CaKapbl XMBYT Ha CBOMX KopaOisx, H oba
Tojia yJaTcsi MOpCKOMY IeJy.

JeBylIKa HaKIOHWIACh, B3sUla HaéMHUKA IOJ MBIIKH M
OTTalWIa Aaibllle OT BOALI, a TIOTOM IlepeBepHYJIAa JIMLIOM
BBEPX.

Bo BpeM# mocieAHero IJIaBaHHS y HMX Ha 60pTy 6bUIO C
necsaTok danpkoHepoB («uxkuii GopoB» cobGHpasca 3aiTH
JaJieko Ha IOT, Ie JIETKO HaTKHYThCS Ha TEMHBIM NMUpaTCcKuit
peiinep), Ho TaHpH BpsiA M OT/IMYWIA ObI ONHOTO OT APYIOro.
OHH NOCTOSIHHO XOAWIM B 3aKPHIBAIOIIUX JIMIIO lIUIEMax M
IepXaIuch 060cobIeHHO, a C 3KHUIaXeM Ha 6opTy pa3roBapH-
BaJI, eclI 6BUI0 HEOOGXOAUMO, TOJIBKO MX NMPeXBOAUTEND.

JIMio MYXYMHBI NOKPBIBI IIECOK, HO OH ABILAJN, O 9EM
CBHIETEJILCTBOBAH JIETKHUE ABIDKEHUS TPYAH MO MPOMOKIIEH
KOXaHo# KypTKoii. [leBy1nKa BbIOpasia necok U3 ero Ho3apei,
¢ TOHKOry6oro pra. Mexny 3achIlTaHHbBIMU IIECKOM OpOBSIMH
BOMHA TpoJjierajia ITyboOKasd MOpIIWHA, a BCE JMLO ObUIO
HeNOABIXHO, KaK MackKa.

TaHpu oTKuMHy7Nach Ha3al. YTo oHa 3HaeT 06 3TOM, KaK H
OHa, nepexuBilueM KpyweHue? Ilpexne Bcero, ¢danbKoHepH
XMBYT MO CBOMM CTPOrMM XECTKMM 3aKOHaM, KOTOphle He
npuHsU1 651 HUKAKOM Apyroi Hapoa. MHOIo NoKoJieHHit Ha3ax
YTO-TO 3aCTaBWIO MX ITYCTHTLCS B CTDAHCTBHS, TOIIA-TO M OLUT
3aKIMOY€H AOroBop ¢ €€ HaponoM. IloroMy gro dansKoHephI
XOTeJIM MPOHUKHYTH Ha IOT, a TyZla 3aXOAWIH TOJILKO KopaGim
CaJIKapoB.
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OHH NONPOCWIN Ha KOpaOisax MecTa Ans BceX, IPUMEPHO
IBYX THICSY 9deNOBeK, MPHYEM ABE TPETH M3 HHMX COCTABILUIH
3aKaN€HHbIe OOMIBI, KAXIbI CO CBOMM 06Yy4eHHBIM COKOJIOM.
Ho cTpaHHBIMH 3THX TIoAei Aenaan uX ob6erdan. IloroMy 910
¢ampKoHeprl He MPU3HAIOT HUKAKHMX KIIAHOBBIX WM CEMEHHBIX
y3. Ilo MX MHeHMIO, XCHIINHH CYIIECTBYIOT JUILIb C €AUH-
CTBEHHOI LIJIBbIO: pOXAaTh fieTeii. OHU XUBYT B OCOObIX I€PEBHSIX,
M pa3 B IoJl MX HaBelIAlOT MyX4YMHbI, OTOOpaHHbIE KOMaHAU-
paMu. M 3TM XpaTKOBpeMeHHbIe BCTpEYM — E€AWHCTBEHHOE,
9TO CBSI3EIBaeT ABa IOJa.

BHavasle OHM NpHIIUTH B DCTKApII, Y3HAB, YTO 3Ta APEeBHAA
3eMyI ocaxIeHa BparaMH. Ho 3mech Ha IyTM MX ciyXObl
BO3HMK HENpeoJoINMEbILii Gapbep.

B npeBHeM BcTKaprie NpaBIWIM KONAYHbH, ¥ IUIsI HUX HAapo,
KOTOpPHIN TaK obGpaluaeTcsd co CBOMMHM XCHIDUHAMM, — IpO-
xATei Hapoa. IlosToMy ¢darbKoHepH! IPOLIUTH Jabllle, B HE
NpMHaIeXallue HUKOMY 3eMJIM IOXHBIX TOp, M TIOCTPOMIM
CBOM TOpHEIE KPENIOCTH HAa TPaHHUIlE MeXIy DCTKapnoM M
KapcreHoM. OHM IUTeYOM K IUIEYy C IOTpaHUYHHKAMH Dc-
TKapna cpaxamick B Bospmmoit BoiiHe. Ho Korma HakoHen
nepeA NOYTH COBEPLIEHHO MCTOINEHHBIM DCTKapIIOM BCTajla
Bcs Momib KapcTreHa M KOJNAYHBH COCPENOTOYMIM BCE CBOH
cwibl (IPX 3TOM MHOTHE M3 HHMX IMOrM6;1M), 9T00b H3MEHUTD
caMy ¢opMy rpaHHUIIbI, BOBpeMS NpexynpeXaéHHble darbKo-
HEphl HEOXOTHO BEPHY/INCh B HU3WHBI.

Yucno MX K 3TOMy BpeMEHH M3PSAHO COKPaTWIOCh, H
Terephb 3T NPUPOXIEHHbBIE GOMIBI HAHUMAMCh Ha CIyXO0y,
roe Morm. [Toromy 9To 3a Bonbinoit BoifHO# mocienoBain
Xaoc ¥ aHapxus. MHorue, BClo X13Hb NOCBSITUB BOIHE, CTAIH
pa36oHHHUKAMM; M XOTS BCAMOM DCTKApIIE COXPaHSIOCh HEKOE
nogobue NopsAuKa, OCTaJlbHasA YacTh KOHTHHEHTa HaXOAWIAch
B CMSTEHHH.

TanpH noaymana, 9ro 3T0T dambKoHep — 6e3 LwIeMa,
KOJILIYTH ¥ OPyXHsS — YeM-TO HanoMHHaeT mozneii [IpeBHei
pacel. TéMHBIe BoJOCH Ha (¢oHE IlecKa KasalMCh ITOYTH
4YEpHEIMH, a KoxXa GOnexHee, 9eM 3arap Tanpu. Ha ymue
KPIOYKOBaTbIi HOC, HATIOMHHAIOLIUI KITIOB COKOJIa, H 3eEHbIe
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rna3a. [ToroMy 4To Teriepb OH OTKPhUI X M IOCMOTPEJI Ha He€.
U rpo3HO HaxMypuics.

OH nonsITajgcs cecTb, HO VNI, H POT €r0 HCKPHUBWICH OT
6onu. TaHpH He YMeeT YHUTaTh MBICIH, HO OHa ObLIa yBepeHa,
YTO 3TO NpOABJIEHHUE CIA0OCTH Mepel Helo A1 BOWHA CIOBHO
yaap XJbIcTa.

OH CHOBa MOMBLITAJICAd NMPUBCTATh, OTOABHUHYTHCA OT HeE.
TaHpH 3aMETHIIA, YTO OJHA PYKA Y HEro HEMOABIDXKHO CBHCAJIA
BHoab Teaa. OHa NPHIBMHYJACH, YBEpEeHHas, YTO CJIOMaHa
KOCTb.

— Her! Thl.. THI XeHIIMHA! — B IoJOCE €ro 3BYYaIH
OTBpallieHHe U T'HEB.
— Kak xoyelllb... — JE€BYLIKA BCTala, IOBEPHYNACh K HEMY

CIIMHOM M TIOLIIA TI0 Y3KO# 6eperoBoii monoce, OKpyXKEHHOM
yrécaMi U CTEHaMHM M3 YBEIIAHHBIX BOOOPOCJIIMH OOBETPEH-
HBIX KaMHEM. ‘

Ha 6epery Banmsinach o6braHas o6bMMa ITopMa — JEPEBO,
KaK HOBoe, copBaHHoe ¢ «/[mkoro KabaHa», TaK M OCTaHKM
NpeXHUX KopabnexpyweHuii. TaHpy cTajla HCKaTh B HUX YTO-
HUOYAPh Takoe, YTO MOIJIO Obl OKa3aThbesl MOJIE3HBIM.

JleByllIKka MMIOHATHS HE HMeNa, Ilie OHM HaXOASITCSI OTHOCH-
TeJbHO U3BECTHBIX €l 3eMelb. Bypei Mx oTHec/I0 TaK JajJeKo
Ha IOT, 9TO OHM, KOHEYHO, BBILLTH 3a rpaHuusl Kapcrena. A B
3TH JHH HE3HaKOMasi MECTHOCTb TpebyeT 0ocoboit ocTopoX-
HOCTH.

B Bomopocnax cBepkuyn Metawl. TaHpM moackoywia H
CXBaTWIA ero, npexzae 4YeM BOJIHA YHecC/a Ipyay BoApocheif.
Hox... HeT, ;mmHHee Hoxa. I1o Kakoii-To clIyJaifHOCTH Jie3BHe
ITyGOKO BOH3MJIOCH B 06JIOMOK JiepeBa. JleByllKe NpHILIOCHh
IPWIOXHTb BCIO CBOIO CWIY, YTOOB M3RiIeyb ero. Hu ciema
PXaBYMHEI Ha AECATHAIONMOBOM JIE3BUU.

Kaxkas ynaga! TaHpH cXaJia ryosl, IIOBEpHYJIach M HallpaBH-
nach Hasajl, K danbKkoHepy. OH IPHKPBUI 340OPOBOH pYyKOM
I71a3a, CJIOBHO He XOTeJI CMOTPeTh Ha MUp. CueBlIas psaoM
C HHM 111 113 HCITyCKAJIa HETPOMKHE ropTaHHble KpuKU. TaHpH
OCTAaHOBWIACh HaJl HUMM C HOXOM B pyKe.

— TIocnymaii, — xomomHo cka3ana Aesymika. He B eé
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HAType OCTaBJIATh B MyCThIHe O€CIIOMOLIHOIO YeJOBeKa, KaK
OBl OH K Helt HH oTHocwica. — Ilocaywaii, danrskoHep,
MoXellb JyMaTh 060 MHe, 9T0 Xouelns. Sl Tebe He npeaiaraio
qainy npyx6n. Ho Mope BLIILTIOHY7IO Hac, IO3TOMY HaM elué
paHo HampasuaTeesi K IlocnenauMm Bpatam. Mb He MoxeM
6e33a60THO OTKAa3aThCs OT XH3HH. A pa3 TaK... — OHa HaKJIo-
HWIACh K HEMY U TIPOTSIHYJIA POBHBIN KYCOK JPEBECHUHBI, — THI
NpUMellb MOIO NIOMOIIb M TO, 9TO S 3HAlO O BpayeBaHHH. A
3HAIO 1 COBCEM HEMHOIO, — OTKPOBEHHO A00aBWJIa OHa.

OH He yOpan pyKy, 3aKkphIBaonnyio riasa. Ho u He momsl-
TajICA YKIOHMTBCH, KOIZIa OHA pa3pe3asla PyKaB €r0 KypTKH U
PYyOalIKy 1noj Heif, 910651 06HaXUTD pyKy. HuKaxoii Markoctu
— YeM JOJIbLIE BO3ULILCS, TeM Gonbiue 601b. OH He M3 HA
3ByKa, koraa Tanpu coBMeinana xocTH (cnaBa Cuie, nepeioM
6LUI NPOCTOH) M MOJIOCKAMH OT CBOEi OAeXIbl NPUBA3LIBAJIA
naiky. Toxbko Korga oHa 3aKOHIWIa, BOMH IIOCMOTpEN Ha Heé.

— Hacxkomeko mroxo?

— Ilepenom yucTHIl, — 3aBepmia ero aAesBymka. — Ho kak
ThI HOAHUMelIbcs ¢ Gepera ¢ OqHOIM pyKoit?.. — ¥ OHa MpaYHO
B3[VIIHYJIA Ha CKAJIEIL.

OH nonwtanca cecTb; TaHPH NMOHMMaNA, YTO HE JOJDKHA
noMorath. Ympasch 300poBOii pyKoi, OH OCMOTpeJ1 BHayaje
yr€ch, moToM Mope. IToxan rmegamMu.

— Hepaxwo...

— Her, BaxHo! — BcmbixHyna TaHpu. OHa no-npexHeMy
He BMJeNa BRIXOJAa M3 3TOH 3amagHu — mid oboux. Ho He
cobupasach caaBaThCsA, OCTABAaTHCA IUVICHHMMEH CKaJl U BOJH.

3agyMdYMBO Kacasich MajibLieM OCTPHs KMHXala, OHa CHOBA
TIpMHSIACh PasMIAABIBATh YTECH. Ecim BepHyThCS B BOoy, HX
Pa3HECET 0 pH(LI. A BOT NNOBEPXHOCTDb CKAJI U3PLITA M BHIBET-
peHa, TaM AOCTATOYHO OIIOP I NAIbLEB PYK U HOT. JleBylnka
npouura no Gepery, pasmisabiBasg ckany. Cajlkaphl XOpolno
TIepeHOCHAT BRICOTY, a ¢anmbpKoHepHl Boo6blne ropifsl. 2Kans, 4To
Y 3TOro He MOTYT BHIPACTH KphUIbS, KaK Y ero ToBapHlla Io
OPYXHIO.

Kprumssa! Ona nocrygasna HoxoM 1o 3y6am. Hagsana gpopmu-
poBaThcs HIesd.
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Tanpu 6GHICTPO MOBEPHYNACh K MyXIHMHE.

— BTa TBOA NTHMIIA... — OHA YKAa3ajla Ha KpacHOIJIa30ro
COKOJIa, CHIEBLIEIO TeNeph Ha IUiede y X03HHa, — KAKOH y
Heé pap?

— lap! — noBTOpPMJI OH, BIIepPBbIE NPOSBIIAS YIUBICHHE. —
O uém Thi?

TaHpH HeTepIeIMBO OTBETHIA:

— ¥V HHX ecTb 1ap, BCe 3TO 3HAIOT. Pa3Be OHU He BalllM IV1a3a
M Y1, He Balo¥ pa3BeqIMKH? A 4to elnié oHH Moryr? Kpome
Pa3BedKH M cpaXeHus?

— Yro T 33aAyMana? — MOAO3pHUTENBLHO CIPOCHT (aTbKO-
Hep.

— TaM cxanbHBIe YCTYNbI, — AEBYIIKA YKA3aJia Ha BEPXYLI-
Ky vreca. — TBos rrTHIa yXe nmo6eiBajia TaM. S Buaena, Kak oHa
yOuia YyaKy M MHpOBajia TaM HaBEpPXYy.

— Hy, xopoio, TaM ycTymsl, ¥ 4To?

— A BOT YTO, NTUYHI BOMH, — OHA CHOBA ceJla Ha IIECOK.
— 3TH Bojopociu Kpemde moboit BepéBkn. Ecnu Tebe OymeT
TIOMOTraTh BepEBKA, CMOXEIIb IOOHATLCA?

OH nocMoTtpen Ha TaHpH Tak, CJIOBHO OHA YTpaTWIa Jaxe
TO MaJjioe YBaXCHHE, KAKHM, IO €ro MHEHHIO, JO/DKHEI ITO/b-
30BaThCsA XeHWHBL. Ho noroM miasa MyX4HHBI CY3WINCh, H
OH 3aJyM4YMBO B3IJISIHYN Ha yTEC.

— ¥ cBoux g OBl JaXe U He CNpallliBajla, — HaMEepeHHO
ckasaja oHa. — Halum geT Mrpaior B TAaKMe MIPHI.

Ha ero 61eqHOM JHlie HOSBWINCH KPacHbIe TATHA THEBa.

— A Kax Tbl IOAHUMeEIb TyAa BepEBKY? — OH He IIPHILEN
B SpOCTb OT HaCMEWIKH AEBYLIKH, KaK OHa TOIO OXHAaJa.

— Ecnu TBos NTHLIa TOZHHUMET TOHKYIO HHTh H IIepe6pocHT
€€ Jepes YCTYyII, TOra MOXHO OyaeT NpUBsA3aTh OoJiee TOJICTYIO
BEPEBKY M HCTIONB30BaTh €€ KaK JIECTHULY JUiA TeOs. S Morna
6BbI IOTHSTBHCSA CaMa M cAe/IaTh 3T0, HO HaM HYXHO IIOAHUMATh-
csl BABOEM, NOTOMY YTO Thl MOXEWIb IOJIb30BaTbCA TOJILKO
OIOHOM PYKOM.

OHa nogyMana, 9YTo BOMH oTKaxeTcs. Ho ToT moBepHyn
TOJIOBY M HETPOMKO ITOAO3BaJl IITHLLY.

— MoxeM nonpo6oparb, — cKa3aJl OH 4yTh IIOTOAS.
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Bonmopociu 2TKo noaaaBaiuch HOXY, U daibKoHep, XOTA
M NOJIb30BAJICS JIMLIL ONHOM PYKO#, MOMOTaJI IJIECTH BEPEBKY.
HaxkoHell B HX pacloOpsDKEHHMH oOKa3alicd TOHKUH JIErKui
LIHYp, OAWH ero KoHell ObUI NpUBsi3aH K Oosiee ToicTod M
TSDKENOHN BepEBKe, Npyroil TaHPH AepXaja B pykKax.

CHoBa ¢anbkoHep NMPOMU3HEC KaKHUE-TO NTHYBH 3BYKH, M
COKOJI TTOAXBATWI TOHKHMIA IUHYp MocepenuHe. BricTpble B3Ma-
XU KPhUILEB IMIOHECIIH €T0 BBepX, M TaHpH NpHUHAIACh TPaBUTh
LIHYp, HaZefacCh, YTO OHA NPABWILHO ONpeAeaIwIa JIUHY.

Ho BoT mrTuua ycTpeMuiach BHM3, U IHYP B pykax TaHpu
ocyab. JeBylIKa MeJIeHHO M OCTOPOXHO Hayaja TSIHYTb, H
6osee TKENMAA BepéBKa IMOAHSIACh C IECKA U TOBHCIA Ha
CTeHe yTéca.

JlyMaii TONbKO 0 4EM-HUOYIb OZHOM, TOJIBKO O CJIeAyIoLIEM
11are, npeaynpeaunna cedss TaHpH, Korga OHH Havyajld MOABEM.
Toncras Bep€BKa GbL1a NPUBA3aHA KAK MOXHO KpeIrde BOKPYT
nosca ¢anskoHepa. [IpaBas pyka y Hero BHcesia Ha TiepeBsA3H,
HO JIEBOI#1 OH JielicTBOBAJI TaK Xe OBICTPO, KaK oHa. Canorn oH
CHsUI, U OHU CBHCAJIM Ha peMellIKax C IUiey.

TaHpu B3GUpanach psAAOM C HMM, TaK, YTO MOXHO GbUIO
KOCHYTbCSI, ODUH B3IV Ha CTEHY, APYTOH — Ha CITYTHHMKA.
HeoXxunaHHO MM NoOBe3io: OHH OKA3aJMCh Ha BHICTYIIC, HE
BUIHOM CHHU3Y. 3ech OHU CEJIM, TSDKEJIO AbIlia. TaHpy peln-
JIa, 9TO OHM IIPEOOJIe/IM YXe JBe TpPeTH MoxbEMa, HO JIMLO
¢darpKoHepa MOKpacHeN o, MOT Kamaj ¢ ero noabopoaxa.

— Ilouumn! — HaxoHel HapylUIWJ OH MONYaHUE U BCTAJ,
3N0pPOBOM pyKOM AepXach 3a CTEHY.

— Iogoxoun!

TaHpH yXe Hadajla NMOJHHUMATBCS.

— 5 nogHuMych nepsas. [Jepxm Kpemde BepEBKY.

BouH Hauas Bo3paxaTh, HO OHa He cyluaia ¥ He obpainana
BHHMaHHe Ha 6oib B namplax. [lepeBaymBiINCh Yepe3 Kpai,
OHa HEMHOTO TNoJieXaja, TSIKeJO Ablna. XOTeNoCh TOJNBKO
JileXaTh, CWIBl YIIUTH, CJIOBHO KPOBb M3 OTKDBITOH paHbI.

Ho neBylnka BcTana Ha KOJIEHH M NOATION3NA K BHICTYTIY, O
KOTOpbIi TEp/ach BEPEBKA. YIIPAMO cXaB 3yOhl, OHa B3sLIa €&
B PYKH, KPHKHYJIA, U TOJIOC € NMPo3By4asl B COGCTBEHHBIX ylax
BBICOKO, KaK KPHK MHapsilero Haj roJOBOM COKOJIa.
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— IMonHuMaiics!

OHa HaTgHy/1a BepEBKY KPENNKMMHU MbIIILIAMH PYK, IIPHBLI-
KIDUMH K paboTe ¢ KopabOeJbHBIMM CHACTSMH, Yc.IbllIaja
OTBETHBIH prIBOK. PaNbKOHEP Hadal noabeéM. [T1oiM 3a d10if-
MOM BepéBKa CKOJNb3WIa B €€ H3paHEHbIX pyKax.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHa YBHIENA, KAK MYXCKAas pvKa CXBaTH-
Jach 3a Kpait ckanbl. TaHpH caenana mnoc.1eIHee OrpoOMHOE
yCWIHE U M30 BCeX CWI, KaKHe Morila cobpaTh, NOTSHYa,
nanas Has3all, HO He BBIMMycKasd BEPEBKH H3 PYK.

V neBylLIKHM KpyXIwlach rojioBa, Ha HECKO.TbKO MITHOBEHHH
OHa BhIMycTWIA BepeBKY. OH... oH yna1? TaHpu mnposera
KYyJIaKOM 110 [71a3aM, YTOObI OTOTHaTh TyMaH.

HeT, MyxunHa siexan rojioBoii K He#f, XoTd HOIH ero elné
CBHcCaJIH B IpornacTh. Ero Hy>XXHo oTTauIiTh, KaK OHa OTTallll1a
ero ot Mopsa. Ho cun He 6nu10.

Cokon crmycTwics M cel y ToJIOBbl XO3SHHA. [pHXIbl
XpHIUIO KpuKHYJ1. DarbKoHep Nono/i3 Ha XHBOTE OT OTIaCHOTO
MecTa.

VBuaes 310, TaHpH NIOAHSNACH, OTTHPAACH O BLICTYTI CKATHI.
KaMeHs non HoraMu nokasaJsics et naty6oii « IuKoro ka6aHa»,
OH NMOJHHUMAJICH H OIyCcKaJics, TaK YTO NPHBBIYKA K KAYKe €if
M 3[eCh IIPUTOOMTCS.

PansKoHep npoaosoKa noji3Ty. [JoToM ¢ noMolIbio 310po-
BOi pYKM mogHsUuicsi M ocMorpencsi. OH xpabpo mmITatcs
yaepxaTtbces Ha Horax. Ho Bapyr raasa ero 1mHpokxo pacraxHy-
JINCh: OH M3YMJIEHHO CMOTpEJ Ha YTO-TO 3a €€ CITHHOI.

TaHpu yXxBaTHIACh 3a PYKOSTh KHHXa’1a H pe3KO OTTO.TKHY-
JIach OT BBICTYNa, 32 KOTOPBIi AepXanach, XOTSA OTOWTH TaK H
He cMorJa.

M TyT OHa TOXe yBHIOENA...

OTH LOIMWIK Ha BepXyLIKe CKAThl H CKATbHBIE YCTYIIBI —
BOBce He paGora nmpupoabl. OOHM OrpoMHblE KAMHH SIBHO
LeJICHaNpaBIeHHO ObUIM TOJIOXEHBl Ha ApyrHe. 3a 3THUMH
rpyObIMHM apKaMH BUIHEJIach HETPOHYTas CTeHa, MpadHas, 6e3
€OIWHOM 1IeNH, a ellé BLIIE — OTBEPCTHA, Y3KHE, CIOBHO
NpopyOJieHHBIE THTAHTCKHUM TornopoM. OHH NOIHSLTHCh K
KaKMM-TO JPEeBHHM pa3BaJIMHaM.
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TaHpH olIyTWIa JeassHO#N Xoiod. B Miipe MHOro Takmx
pa3BaJIMH, U TOYTH BCE OHM OMACHBI L7151 ITyTHHKOB, CBSA3aHbI
C IYPHLIMM 3HAMEHHUSIMH. DTa 3¢ M1 1PEBHSS, O9€Hb IpeBHAA,
OecymciieHHbIE HapoAbl BO3HMKATTH 31eCbhb H CHOBa oOpalma-
Juch B MbUTh. Y1 HacKoJMbKO MOMHHUT TaHpH, He Bcerza 3To
6putH Jogu. Caakaphl BCTPEYaTHCh € OCTAaTKAMH MHOTIHMX
TaKHMX pac ¥ OOLIYHO pa3yMHO H30era-Ti X — €C.TH TO.IbKO He
OBUIH BOODYXEHBI KAKMM-HHOYZb MOTYYHM 3aKTHHaHHEM,
ToXe HaJOXEHHLIM JIpeBHMMH.

— Canzarap!

VaousneHue Ha Juue (albKoHepa CMEHILIOCH KAKHM-TO
IPYTUM BeIpaXXeHHeM. TaHpH yIUBIIEHHO NTOCMOTpeE 1a Ha HETo.
Yro 310? bnarorosenne? N ctpax? Ho eHa He coMHeBa1aCh,
9TO OH Y3HAJI 3TO MECTO.

C OrpoMHBIM YCHJIHEM OH TIOOHSICS, XOTS BCE BpeMs, KakK
M OHa, JepXaJicsl 3a KaMHH.

— CanzaTap!.. — rojioc ero 3By4a’, Kak npeIyTipexiaolilee
IIUNeHUe 3MEU, KaK 60eBOM KPHUK ITTHIIBI.

Tanpy cHOBa B3IVISHYZIa Ha PYMHEI. B 3To BpeMs. Jo.TXKHO
ObITb, HaJg HX TOJIOBaMM pa3OLLTHCh CBHHUOBLIE 0OIakKa.
IToToMy YTO OHa yBHIENAa — YyBHIEIAa JOCTATOYHO. YTOOBI
axXHyTb.

JlanpHss CTEHa, Ta, YTO Kasaiach HETPOHYTOI, NpHobpe.1a
HOBLI€ O4YepTaHMA. TaHPH CMOINA pa3risdieTs...

Hnumio3ust I 3TO WIH KAaKasi-TO Y.IOBKA TeX, KTO CKIaIbBal
3nech KaMHM? CTeHa HCyYe3a, a BMECTO Heé MOSBILIACH [0.10BA
THTAHTCKOTIO COKOJa CO CBHPEMNEBIMH Y3KHMMH I1a3aMi-0TBED-
CTHSIMM HaJ BHLITAHYTHIM KITIOBOM.

A XIIOB...

OH gepxaJjl KaKylo-TO MaccCy, BbIBETPEHHYI0. PACKO.I0TVIO.
€[Ba COXpaHSBIUYIO OYepTaHHUA YeJIOBeYeCKOIo TeIa.

Yewm ponsine paccMaTpuBaia TaHpH KaMeHHY1O0 IOI0BY. TeM
sICHee OHa BhIpHCOBLIBaJach. COKOM BBITATHBA1 KTIOB, Ka3a-
JIOCh, OH BOT-BOT BBHOTYCTUT JOOGBIYY H CHOBA IOIXBATHT €€...

— Her! — BHIKpHKHYJIa OHa 3TO BCIyX I IpoH3Hec.1a
MEICJIEHHO? 3TO TONbBKO KAMHHU (KOHEYHO, HCKYCHO C.IOXEeH-
Hble), BCero JIMIIb CTaphbie, cTapble KAMHH. TaHpH 3aKpbLla
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' TJIa3a, MoJlepXaya HX IUVIOTHO 3aKPHITHIMH, 3 NIOTOM, CHAEJIaB
HECKOJILKO ITyOOKHX BIOXOB, CHOB2 OTKphUIa. Huxakoii roymo-
BbI, TOJIbKO KAMHH.

Ho B Te MTHOBEHHUS, KOIAa OHA IKITAJIACH NNOJABUTh WLTIO-
3MI0, €€ CITYTHHK YcTpeMWwIcs Briepéll. PanbKoHep OTTONKHYIICS
OT CKaJIBl, COKOJI IO-TIpEXXHEMY CHIEN Y HETO Ha IUIede, XOTs
BOMH, Ka3aJloCh, He YyBCTBOBAJ Beca NTHILL. JIHIO y Hero
ObUIO O1IEJIOMIEHHOE, IPHUBLIYHOE XMypO€ BRIpaXEHHE HCYe3~
J10. OH 6BU1 TOX0X Ha OKOJIAOBAHHOTO, M TaAHPH OTIIATHYNACH,
KOraa MyX4MHa Npolé] MUMO He€, IS TOJBKO Ha CTEHY.

Tonbko XKaMHH, TBEPIO 3asIBHIA cebe aeByluka. Eif HezadeM
ocTapaThcsl Ha MecTe. Yoexuie, nuia (OHa BAPYT MOHsUIA,
YTO yXKaCHO XOYET €CTb) — BCE TO, YTO HYXHO, YTOOBI BLDKMTB,
MOXeT HaXOAUThCS TOJILKO 3aech. U oHa molia 3a ¢paibKoHe-
POM, AepXa KMHXal B pyKe HaroTose.

PaHeHBIi BOMH, CIIOTBIKASACH, TIPOIIEN IIOA 3TOT THTaHTC-
KMii HaBHCalOlUi KmioB. TeHb CKpRIBAJIa, YTO HaXOAUTCH 3a
xmoBoM. DabKoHep OCTaHOBWICS, NMOATAHYJCS, KaK COAaT
nepea BCTpeyeii ¢ KOMAaHAMPOM... WIIM XPeLioM, HAYUHHAIOLTHM
o6psa.

T'os0c ero 3xoM oTO03BAJICA B pyHHaX, ¢ajIbKOHEP IPOU3HO-
CHJI CNOBa WIH 3BYKH, IIOXOXHE Ha Te, KAKMMH OH obpaiayics
K COKOJIy. 3BYKH CTPeMHTENIbHO CMEHSUIH ApyT Apyra. TaHpu
B3OpPOTHY/MA. Y HE€ NMOSBWIOCh CTPAHHOE OLIYLICHHE, YTO eMY
OTBEYAIOT — HO KTO... WIH 410?

T'onmoc ero BO3BRICHWICS, CTAJI IOXOX Ha KPHK cokoja. [ITuua
C ero 1Uie4ya B3MbUIAa B BO3AyX.. 1 ToXe BBIKpHMKHY/IA CBOM
BBI3OB... WIH NpHBeTcTBHE. T'0/loc 4ejioBeKa H Iojioc IITHLIBI
cMewlanuch, 1 TaHpH yXe He MoOIJIa OTIMYUTL OAWH OT
ApyTOTO. ,

Ho Bor o06a ymonkiu, u ¢ambKoHep NpoINEN Aajiblue.
Tenepb oH 1araji ycroifdMBee, HU Ha YTO HE ONMPaAsiCh, KakK
6yATO ero HanoJHWIH HOBble cWIbI. [Ipolnén mox KmoB — MU
ucue3! '

TaHpM TmpyXana Kylak K 3y6aM. TaM Xe HeT HHKAKOro
npoxona! 3peHHe He MOXeT TaK oOMaHuBaTh e€. OHa XoTena
ybexaTb — Kylla YrogHO, HO, OIISHYBIUMCH, YBHIEJ]a, 9TO
PYMHBI CXOASTCS K OZHOMY MECTY, APYTOi IOPOrHM HeT.
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B10 nmopora JIpeBHHX, 3mech TauwTCHA 3710. TaHPU TNOYTH
du3ngeckn IyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OHO IOJI3ET, CJIOBHO CIM3HSK,
OCKBepHsA €€ KoXy. Bor Tonbko... JleByka 3agpana noabo-
POIOK, YIIPAMO BhICTABWIA Briepén democTb. OHa cankap! A
€CJIM ApYTOii IOPOTH HET, OHAa MOMAET MO 3TOii.

H oHa mouwra, 3acTaBiig ceGs MATH YBEPEHHO, H B TO Xe
BpeMsI OCTaBasiCh HacTopoxe. BoT e€ oxBdTIiIa TEHBb KJHIOBA, H,
XOT# OT COJIHEYHOTO CBETA €€ OTAEJLUIM 1Iar-Apyros, JeByLUKY
OKYTAJI XOJIOf.

Omna yBuzeina asepb. Kakasg-1o yJioBKa cTpouTeNieli MpuBena
KTOMY, 4TO TeHb KITIOBa NOJIHOCTHIO CKPhIBaJIa ABEPh. Y BUAETD
e€ MOXHO ObUIO, TONMBKO NMOJOHIA coBceM 6IM3KO, €ABa He
npuxocHyBucs. Ilepesens axixanne, Tanpy ABUHYIACH JAIb-
me.

CxB03b THMY OHa pa3ridesia JaJIeKO BIIEpeiH cephlii CBET.
CreHa oKa3asach TaKoii TOJICTOIf, YTO B HEli mpopyOlieHa He
IIPOCTO ABEPb, 3 TYHHEb. Bnepean, Mexay co6oii H cBeTOM,
JIeBYIIIKA 3aMeTHIa CMyTHOE JBHXCHHE. DTO haTbKOHED.

JeBylmnka yckopwia lmar M IOYTH JOTHajJa XpOMaBLIETo
BOMHA, KOTia OHH BHIIWIM Ha Gosbinoii ABop. BOKpyr Bo3BhI-
1Wanuch cTeHbl, Ho TaHpH cpa3y Xe OCTAaHOBWIO TO, YTO OHA
yBHZEa BO ABOpE.

Jionu! Jlomanu!

M Tonbko Yepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMs OHa 3aMeTHIa NIoBpeX/ae-
HHSA: TYT TeJIo 6€3 To/IoBhI, TaM TOJILKO OCTAaHKM Jolnaau. Beé
3TO KOTAa-To GBUI0 HApHCOBAaHO, KPacka INTy0OKO NPOHHKIIA B
XaMeHb H IIO3TOMY, XOTb M No6JieKia, BIIOJIHE YAOBIETBOPH-
TEJIbHO COXPaHMWIACh.

HenoasuxHoe BOWCKO CTOSJIO B NOJIHOM MNOpAAKe, BCE
CMOTpeJIH HanleBo. BoMHbI iepXai B pyKax MOBOAbS, Ha TyKax
MX c€leJ1 BOCCeHAM COKONLI. OTpsii BOMHOB XIET IIPUKa3a.

CrnyTHHK AeBYIIKM MHMHOBAJI 3THX APEBHMX COJIAT, KAK
6yaro He 3aMedast MX. BepHee Tak, CJIOBHO OHM HE MMEIOT
3Ha4YeHuA. M HanpaBwica B TOM HanpaBleHHH, KyAa OHH Bce
CMOTPpEJIH.

TaM Han JByMsI ITAPOKUMM CTYNIEHAMH 3H:U1 IPOBAJI OTPOM-
HOH ABepH, KaK IacTh YyAOBMIIA, FOTOBasA NPONIOTHTb MX.
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@anbKkoHep caejal War BBepX, BTopoi... OH 3HaJl, YTO Haxo-
IHTCA 3a JBEPHIO: TaM npouvioe ¢albKOHEpPOB, a He Hapoaa
cainkapoB. Ho Tanpu He Mora octaBaTbcs no3agu. I[Ipoxons
7o ABOpY, OHa pa3IsabIBaja JIMIIAa BOMHOB. Kaxnulit B pyke
JepXaJl lLIeM, CJIOBHO OHHM HAapOYHO OTKPBUIH JIMLIA, Yero
o6pryHO He aenaor. OHa 3aMeTWIa, YTO BCE OHH YEM-TO
OTUIMYAIOTCA JPYT OT APYTa, XOTA IBHO NPMHALIeXaT K OTHOMY
Hapony. KapTuHa HaBepHsiKa ObUIa cAe/laHa C HaTyphI.

Bxong B aBeps, TaHpy CHOBa yCIBIINANIa CMEIIAHHBIH KPUK
yesoBeka M nruusl. Hy, oHM no KpaiiHeii Mepe Lienbl, XOTs
olLIyLIeHUe 3aTaMBLIErocs 3Aech 3J1a YCWINIOCE.

3a aBeprio LIapWw1 noidyMpak. TaHpH crosla B KOHLE
GonblIOrO 321, TAHYBLIETOCS HAllpaBo M HajeBo. 3aJ He ObUI
nyct. B HEM HaXxogwiock MHOXECTBO CTaTyii, M cpedd HHX
CTaTyd B MBINHLIX IUVIATHSIX H C BBICOKMMHM IPHYECKAMH.
XeHumuHb!! 2KeH1MHEI B ropHOI Kpenioctu? OHa NpUHSLIach
BHHUMAaTEJIbHO Pa3mIsIbIBaTh OMKaNIIMX, ITOOBI YOeANThCS B
3TOM.

Bpemsi, IpUYMHUBIIECE SABHBIE TNMOBPEXACHUA BOMHAM BO
JBOpe, 3THX CTaTyil coBceM He KocHynoch. Ha riegax ¢uryp
— B HaTypaJIbHBI POCT — MOKOWICS TOJICTHIN CJIO# IMbUIH, HO
310 Bc€. JImna 3actbum HenonBmxHo. Ho MX BhipaxeHwme!
KoBapcTBO, XHTPOCTb, aJTIHBLII... rojion? I'a3a y Bcex cMoTpe-
1 npsMo Briepén. M HeyXemn B HMX TOPHMT KaKasi-TO MCKpa
3HaHUA?

TaHpu or6pocwmna urpy Boo6paxenus. Oun He xuBr. Ho
MX JIMIIa — OHa NMMOCMOTpeNa Ha BTopoe, Ha TpeThe — BO BCEX
YUTAJIOCH 3JI0PAICTBO, BOXEJIeHHE, OLIYLIEHHE rojiofa, KoTo-
Pblii ckopo 6yAeT YTONEH; a BOT JIMLIA MyXYHH ITYCTHI, JIMIICHEI
3MOILMIA, KaK 6yaTO BOBCE HE H300paXaloT XU3Hb.

PanskoHep yxe Aobpajics A0 NMPOTHBOMOJOXHOIO KOHLA
3aj1a. Teneps OH MoJYaJ, OGPaTMBIIKMCH JIMLIOM K IIOMOCTY C
yeThipbMs purypamu. OHM CTONM HE TOPXECTBEHHO, KaK BCe
OCTaTbHbIE, 2 CJIOBHO 3aCTHUIM B MOMEHT OeleHOM CXBaTKH.
CMepTOHOCHOI cXBaTKM, 3aKmouwia TaHpH, nogoiias omixke.
H3-nog Hor e€ MOmHHUMANUCh O6JIAYKA ITHUTH.

Ha TpoHe-Kpecie cuuel, BepHee, MONyJeXal MYX4YHHA.
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T'onosa ero ynana Bnepén, obe pyku cXUMaId PyKOSTb KIH-
Xasa, BcaXXeHHoro B o6sacTs cepana. Bropoii, 6onee Monogoit
MYXYMHA JIeJIaJl BbIIa] Me4OM, HAlleJMBLINCh B XCHUIIMHY, Ha
JIALle KOTOPOii GBLIO HAaIHCAaHO CMelIaHHOE BBIpaXeHHe rHeBa
H HeHaBHcTH. TaHpH B3IpOrHyNa.

YerpépTas purypa crosuia HeCKOJIbKO B CTOPOHE, M Ha JIHLIE
e€ He ObUIO BhIpaXCHHUA cTpaxa. Y 3TOH XEHIIMHEI IUIaThe
6bUT0 MpocTOe, ropasno CKpoMHee, YeM Ha IlepBoii, 0e3
JAparoueHHOCTell Ha pyKaX, TpyAd WIM Ha ropie. Bomoch
CBOGOAHO Majaiy Ha IUIEYH, KACKANOM CITyCKasich BHM3, IyTh
He Jlo noja.

HecMoTps Ha noayTbMy, BOJIOCHI €€ KaK-TO CTPaHHO 106-
neckupand. Kak, BrnpoueM, M mazsa — TEMHO-KDACHHEE,
HedesloBedecKHe, NMOHMMalolnne, BO30yXIEHHbIE, KECTOKHE
— XuBble!

Tanpu oGHapyXmwia, YTO He MOXET OTOPBAaTLCA OT 3THX
Iias.

Bo3MoXHo, OHa 3aKkpudayia WIM KaK-TO HHa9e OTpearnpo-
BaJIa Ha NpMHYXaeHHe. OHO, KaK 3Me s, KAK CITU3HSK, 3al10J13aJI0
eii B co3HaHMe, NIPOYHO TPHBA3LIBas K 3TOH XeHIIMHE.

— JpsBonuua! — danbKoHep IUIIOHY, M KAIUIS CIOHBI
ynaja Ha Ipydb PBDKEBOJIOCOM XEHIIWHBI. TaHPH TIOYTH
OXWAaJIa, YTO XEHIIUHA ceif9ac NOBEPHETCA K pa3sTHEBAHHOMY
‘BouHy. Ho e€ kpuk ocna6mun sapul. 1 TaHpu cMomIa OTBeCTH
B3I,

QanbLKoHep pa3BEPHYICS, CXBaTWI 300POBOM pyKoii Med,
KOTOPHIA JepXaJl MOJIONOH 4esloBeK, H OecCWIbHO AEPHYII.
YT10-TO CTPaHHO 3alEeBEJIWIOCH, CIOBHO BECh 3a11 65UT H306pa-
XEH Ha pa3sBeBacMOM BETPOM 3HaMEHH.

«Y06eiil»

TaHpy noxagHynachk Mo CHJIOH 3TOro MbICJIEHHOTO NpHKA-
3a. OHa I0JDKHA YGHTB TOTO, KTO CMeeT yrpoxarh eif, Honxape,
OrxpriBatensHule Bpar, I'ocnoxe TeHeii.

I'neB oxBati e€. B rHeBe IBHHYNMACH OHA Briepén, 3Has, 9TO
JIOJIXHA clellaTh ¢ MyXIUHOH, OCMETMBIINMCS GPOCHTD BbhI-
30B. OHa — pyka MloHKaphl, opynMe €€ CHIHL

Ho B rmiybune cymecrsa TaHpM 3alleBEIWIOCH YTOSTO
Jpyroe, 4 ero HMKaK He YZaBajJoCh IIOXABHTD.
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«f opyxwue... I nomxHa caIyXuUTs... A...»

«1 TaHpH! — BcKpHYaia Apyras 9acThb €€. — DT0 He MOH
cnop. A cankapka, 1 XMBy B MOpe, Y MEHS JApyras KXpoBb H
apyroe ieMsi'»

Ona 3aMMrajia, 4 uieBeJieHHe Ha MTHOBEHHE NpepBajioCh,
3peHHe NposAcHWIOCh. QPalIbKOHED IO-TpeXHEMY IBITAICA
BBIXBATHTb OpYXUE.

«ITopa! — cHOBa BoJIHA IPMHYXICHHS YIapHia B JEBYLIKY,
no6Gupasick BLICOKO, 10 CaMOTO CepAlla, KaK BoJIHAa Ha Gepery.
— Vo6ugait! KpoBb... faii MHe KPOBb, YTOOBI 1 CMOTJIa OXHTb.
Ml xenmmHbl. Her, Tl Oymewis 6ojplie, YeM XEHIIHMHA,
KOTZAa NPOJIbETCA KPOBL M OTKPOET MHe ABeph. Yoeil! Yaaps B
cniuHy! Unu ew€ nydine — nepepexs ropao. OH Bcero JULIb
MyxynHa! OH Bpar — ybeiil»

TaHpH MoKa4yHyNach, TEIO €€ CJIOBHO MOMAIO B MOILIHOE
TeueHHe. Be3 yyacTus BonM nogHaach e€ pyKa, iepxXa KHHXa
HaroTOBE, PACCTOAHHE MeXAY Helo H (haTbKOHEpOM COKpaTH-
nock. OHA JIeTKO MOXET CHesiaThb 3TO, ¥ KPOBb IIOHCTHHE
noteuér. MoHKapa ocBOGOMUTCS OT IYT, HAIOXEHHBIX Ha Heé
DIyNuaMu.

" «Beil»

Tanpu Buzena, Kak ABUHYJAach e€ pyka. Ho TyT Ta, Apyraa
€€ yacTb BCIBIXHYJIA B TePOMYECKOM YCIIHH.

«5] Tanpu! — cnabblit KpMK NPOTHB MOry4mx Yap. — Cankap
HU nepell KeM He CKIOHAETCS!»

®dasibKoHep NOBEPHYJICA, BHUMATEILHO ITIOCMOTPEN Ha Heé.
B masax ero He O6bUIO cTpaxa, TONLKO XOJIONHAsl HEHAaBHUCTb.
IITHua y Hero Ha IUle4Ye pacipaBWia KpbUIbS, 3aKpHdaia.
TaHpu He 6bUla yBepeHa: eif N0Ka3aJoCh, YTO KPACHRIN BUXPb
TIIPUBSA3BIBaeT NTULY K IUIEYy 4YeJIOBeKa, He Ja€T BIIETETh.

— JpaBonuua! — BOMH Opocwicsa Ha AeBywIKy. OCTaBHB
TIONIBLITKY 3aB/aieTh MEYOM, OH NOAHSUI PYKY, YTOOBI YIapHTh
Taxpu no ymiy. B Bozayxe B3BHWICA KpacHBIii TyMaH, OKyTall
3aICcThe NMOAHATOM PYKH, H XOTA daNbKOHEp IPOCTHO 3anEp-
rajicsl, pyka ero okasanach B IUICHY.

«bBeit GnicTpee!» — nNpUHYXAEHHE AABWIO CO CTPAlIHOM
CWIOH.
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«f] He yOmBalo!» — najen 3a nansueM TaHPH 3acTaBisuia
CBOIO PYKY pacKpriThca. KMHXan, BTaB, 3a3BeHEN Ha KAMECH-
HOM IIOJTy.

-«Jlypa!» — cwia BbI3bIBaJIa B I0JIOBE IPOCTHYIO 6011b. TaHpHU
3aKpHMyasia ¥ nouaTHysack. E€ BLITAHYTasA pyka ymajia Ha TOT
CcaMBblif Me4, KOTOPBIi IIBITAJICA BbIPBAaTh Y CTaTyH ¢anbKOHeEp.
Mevy noBepHy7icAa M BRICBOOOAWICS OBICTPO U JIETKO.

«Y6eit!»

JleBylIIKy 3aII0THWI NNOTOK HEHaBUCTH ¥ cWiklL. Teso Kojio-
J10, BCIIBIXHYJI Xap, KakK ¢akes, KOTOPhId OKYHY/IM B Maclo.

«Yo6eiil»

OHa He MorJIa CTIpaBUTHLCS C KAMEHHBIM MedoM. O6e pyku
COMKHYJIUCh Ha XOJIODHOW pykosSTH. TaHpM momHsia Med.
MyxJydHa Tiepel Heil JaXe He -TOLUICBEJbHYJICS, IBLITAsCh
YKIIOHUThECS. 2KMBBI OBUIM TONBKO €ro IVlaza — IOJIHBIE He
CTpaxa, a TOJIbKO HEHaBUCTH, TaKOH Xe ropsrdeii, Kax Ta, 4Yro
3aII0JIHACT €€. )

CpaxaTbcs... OHa JOJKHA cpaXaThcsl, KaK C BOJHaMH
6ypHoro Mopsi. OHa — TaHpu — cankap, oHa He opyaue
KaKoro-To 3/1a, JaBHO yueaiero B CpeaHiono TeMy.

«Y6eii»

OrpoMHBIMH YCWIHSIMH OHa 3acTaBWIa CBOE T€JIO ABUIATh-
cs, Goponack ¢ BoJieif, KOTopas MoKa elE€ He CMorna eé
nobeaurs. Meu ynan.
~ Kamenp ynapwics o KameHb — mpasaa au 310? CHOBa
BO30YyX HAPOTHYJ, 3aKojebascs; XH3Hb ofoJjiesla APEBHIOI
CMepTh, HO TOJILKO Ha MTHOBEHHE, IPOMEXYTOK MEXAY ABYMS
ynapaMu cepaua. Meu ynapuics o Monkapy.

JloHEccs 3aTHXaOLIHIH KPHUK:

«Jlypa!..»

Hukaxoii pykosiTH Meda B pyKe, TOJIBKO NbUTb MEX TNajIblia-
MH. M HY MCKPBI XXM3HHU B KPaCHBIX I1a3aX XEHUIHHLI-CTaTyH.
Ha TtoM MecTte, roe Mey ynapuwics B M3BasHHEe, — Ha IUlede,
NOABWINMCH TpellHHB. PUrypa Ha IiasaX pacKpolInwiach M
pyxHyJa.  Bce ocTajibHble TOXE JIOMAIUCh, NPEBpaliasich B
NbUTh, OT KoTopoii TaHpHM pacKalwisviach M 3aKpblia Ifiasa
PYKaMH.
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3110 yuwio. XonoaHoe NoOMelIeHUE OMycTeNo, 60blie B HEM
Hu4ero He XI€T. Pyka cxBaTiia AeBylIKy 3a IUIe4o, pBaHy/a
K BBIXOZY.

— Hapyxy! — rosoc yenopedyeckuit. — Hapyxy, Canzapar
pyuiurcs!

TaHpH NOKOpPHO MO3BOMWIA YBECTH ceOsi, BHITMpas IO
Jopore ropeBlle OT NBUIM Ma3a. Cipllajicsl TpeckK, IPOXOT.
Ilo6au3ocT cBamwicsa Gonblol KaMeHHBIH OJI0K, AeBylIKa
CBEXWIACh OT cTpaxa. OHM OGeXasIu, YKIOHSACH, yBEPTHIBAACH.
W HakoHell, BCE ellé Kalwissd, co cle3aMH, TEKYLIUMH U3 I71a3,
C JIMLIAaMH B Cepoii MbUIH, OKA3AJIMCh MOJ OTKPHITHIM HeGoM.

Hx mopxsaTwn cBexuii Berep C 3amaxoM Mops. TaHpu
CKOPYMJIACh Ha NpoLUIOroaHeif TpaBe, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO yXe
HayaJliM npoOGuBaThCA CBeXHe BeceHHHMe mobern. Psnom, Tak
YTO IUIeYH UX CONPHKACANHCh, cuaea danbkoHep. IlTuua ero
Hcyesna.

OHH cugenu Ha HebonbioM XonMe. TaHpH He TTOMHWIA,
KaK OHH cloda IOAHSUIMCh. BHH3Y, MeXIy HMMHU H MOpEM,
JIeXaJH Ipyanl pa3ouTeIXx KaMHei. HeBo3aMoxHo 6bLTO onpe-
JIeNuTh, IOe HAXONWIHCh CTeHB WIM Tipoxoibl. CHyTHHK
JEBYLIKH TIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY ¥ TIOCMOTpEJ eif MpsMo B Julo. B
IJ1a3ax ero CTosUlo OrpOMHOE YIUBJIEHHE.

— Bcé yuwio! IIpoxnarue yuwio. OHa HaKoHell nobexaeHa.
Ho ThI Xe XeHIIMHa, a MloHKapa Bcerna JeiicTBOBasa yepe3
XeHIUIMH, B 3TOM ObUla €€ cwia M Haua noru6enb. OHa
JepXaJia BCBOMX PYKaxX BceX XEeHIIUH. 3Hasi 3TO, MbI M1 CO3JaJTH
CBOIO 3alIWTy. MBI He MOIIM BEPHUTb HH ONHOI XEHIUMHE,
NOTOMY YTO OHM TOTOBH OBUIM OTKDBHITh CTpallIHbiE IBEpPH
Monkapel. IToyeMy Xe THl He yb6mna Mens? Most KpoBb
ocBoboauia Obl €€, a OHa IoeMIach Obl ¢ TO60I BJIACTBIO, KAK
TOCTyTajIa BCeraa.

— OHa He OyneT MHOIO KOMaHIOBAaTh! — C KaXIbIM BIOXOM
YBEpEHHOCTb Bo3Bpainanach K Tanpu. — I canxapka, a He
OofHa M3 BallMX XeHIIMH. Tak 3ta MoHKapa — u3-3a He€ Bbl
HEHaBHIMTE BCEX XEHIIUH?

— Moxet ObrTh. OHa npaBwia Hamu. U mpoxnsatue eé
IepXaJio Hac B €€ BIacTH, Moka He yMep Jlanrsapa. Kak Tl
BHUIENa, OH IIOTHO OT PyKH CBOEH KOpOJIEBR, HO €r0 CMEPTh

116



YacTHIHO ocBoboawita Hac. OH OONTo HMCKAJ BO3MOXHOCTH
3aKmounTh AyX Monkapsl. Y oTyactn emy 3to ymanock. Y
Toraa MBI OeXalM, KaK TIOBOPAT JIereHABI, M OoJsblle He
IOMYCKAJTH XEHIIWH B CBOM KPEIOCTH.

OH noT€p pykaMM JIMLO, CTHpass INbUIb HMCYE3HYBLIETO
Canzapara.

— 310 ApeBHAa 3emus. S aymalo, ceifyac B Heil HUKTO He
XMBET. MBI MOXEM OCTaThCH 3[0€Ch — €CJIM TOJBKO Tebs He
CTaHYT pa3bICKMBATh TBOM poauyu. NHave Ha Hac manér TeHb
IpYToro IpoKISTHA. '

Tanpu noxana re4yaMu.

— i cankapka, HO He OCTAJIOCh HHMKOIO, KTO Ha3Bal ObI
MeHS cecTpoii 1o KiaHy. A paborana Ha «IukoM GopoBe» 6e3
POOCTBEHHBIX cBsA3eil. HUKTO He cTaHeT HMCKaTh MEHS, —
JIEBYLIKA BCTajia, MOJIOXMIA PyKH Ha 6Eapa M OTBEpHY/Iach OT
Mops.

— QanbKoHeEp, €C/IM Ha Hac JISDKET MPOKIIATHE, TIPHAETCS
XHUTh ¢ HUM. Ho moka 4esioBeK XHBET, €ro MOXET OXHUAATh B
6ynyiieM pa3Hoe: U Xopoilee, H Twioxoe. Hago Tonasko cMoT-
PETH B JIMLIO TOMY, YTO NPHUAET.

C Heba 10 HUX OOHEcCCS NMPOTSTKHBIA KpuK. Tyyu paso-
1IUTKCB, H B CJIaGOM COTHEYHOM CBETe NMoKa3aJics Cokoll. TaHpu
OTKHMHYJIA TOJIOBY, CJIENs 32 HUM.

— 3ems TBos, @ Mope Mo€. UTo ckaxellb, ¢daabKoHep?

- OH TOoXe BCTall. .

— Meng 3oByT PuBepu. U B TBoMX cjioBax €cThb CMEBICI.
IIpoknATHAM mopa YHWTH B TeHb, a MBI TOIiAEM B CBeTe M
YBHIOMM, YTO JIEXUT BIEpEIH.

[TnedyoMm K TUIeYy OHH CIIYCTWIHNCH C XOJIMa, COKOJI TIApWI Y
HHUX HaJ IrojIoBaMH.



HACJIEACTBO
N3 TPACHUHbBI COPH

¥ zananHoii creHsl KnaBeHnopra, Ha 6epery Mopsi OceHHUX
TymaHOB... — HO BBl X€ He XOTHTE, JIIOAH OOOpbie, YTOOBI S
HayMHaJ CBOM paccKa3 B MaHepe 6apnos? Xopollo, fa y MeHs
¥ apdbl HEeT, YTOOBI ChIrpaTh Mo-HacTosieMy. Ila M pacckas
3TOT He IS JIOPAOB B MX 3ajaX. XOTS HaylHaeTcsd BcE H
BrpaBay B KinaseHnopre.

M HauMHaeTcs ¢ HeKoero Xur6onpaa. Caydmwiochk Bcé 3T0
cpa3sy mnocJje BoiftHbl BTopxXeHHs, B TaKjie BpeMeHa Male HbKHeE
JIIOIHU, €CJIM Y HUX OCTPBL YM, MOTYT BO3BBICHTLCS B MHpE —
M ObIicTpo, ecnu mnoBe3€T. Ha sA3piKe 6api1oB 3TO O3HavaeT
MPOCTO, YTO 3TH JIIOAH 3HAIOT, KOTAa BOCTIONb30BAaThCA HOXOM,
KOTZa JAaTh JIOXHYIO KIITBY, a KOTAA NPOTSHYTb PYKHM K TOMY,
YTO He MPHUHAMJIEXHUT UM IO Tpasy.

BHayasie XurGonbn 3acTaBWil Kpbic OeraTh IO CBOeMy
CBHCTKY, a TIOTOM H c06aK — 1o ropHy. M1 HakoHell HUKTO yXe
He BCIIOMHUHAaJ (Hy, pa3Be YTO TAHKOM, NPHKPbIBasi pOT PyKoi
M OIJIABIBasICh), C Yero oH HauuMHai. [locesmicst oH y BopoT
kpenoctH KilaBeHNOPT, NpHUHSUI KOMaHOy Haj BpaTaMH H
XeHWICS Ha XEeHUIHHe 61aropoaHoro poaa (OIHOM M3 Tex, y
KOTO BeCh poji TOru6 B BOIHaX; 3TH XEHILIMHbI C PAROCTHIO LULTH
K TeM, KTO TpejJiaraa KpbIUIy Hal roJOoBOR. MsICO Ha TapesKe
M MEx B yauie). XKeHa Xur6osbaa 6bl1a noa1o6Ha BceM CBOHM
cécTpaM.

OnHako oHa He 3a6bL1a XKECTOKHX HCMBITAHMH Nnepea BbIXO-
noM 3aMyX. MoxeT ObITh, NMO3TOMY NPOTHBOCTOSUIA OaXe
camMoMy XHMTOoNbay, OKa3plBasd MWIOCTh HHLIHM, NepeXoauB-
LIUM OT ABEPM K JBEPH.

Cpenu Hux 6611 u Kane6. OnHornasuif, OH XOAW1 Hakpe-
HMBLIMCh U, CTOWIO NOiTH ObicTpee, magau. Hukro He Mor
cKa3aTbh, CKOJIBKO €My JIET; KajleKa cTapeeT ObICTpo.

Moxert 65ITb, Jlean Mcbenb 3Hana ero B NpoLLUIOM, HO €CITH
3TO M TaK, TO OHAa HMKOrAa He roBopuia o6 atoM. Kak 6ul TO
HM OBUIO, OH ocTajcd B IOOoMe M paboTas B MajlleHbKOM
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orpaxaéHHoM cTeHaMH cany. [oBopSAT, OH o6/anan BiaacTbio
HaJ| BceM pacTYLOUM, TPaBbl y HETO Bceraa BhIpacTaldH BhICOKHE
M apoMaTHEIe, LIBEThI POCKOLIHO PacIyCKaTHCh 1101 ero 3abo-
TOIA.

Xurbonpaa Xe B caly HHYEro He HHTEPeCOBano. 1OABKO
HM3pelKa OH BCTpeJasICs TaM C KeM-HHOYb, YTOOBI IOTOBOPHTH
Ha OTKPHITOM MecTe M IoJajbllie OT CTeH, KOTOophle, KaK
HM3BECTHO, 9acTO MMeIOT yuid. Yecromobue XHroonbia He
yaoBieTBopwioch BparamMu KiaBeHnopra. HeT. yecTomobue
TAKOIO 4eJIOBEKA HUKOTIA He NepecTaéT pacTH. Ho noka3sriBas
KyJaK WIM OOHaXEHHBI Med, MOXHO AOHWTH TOJBKO 10
onpenenéHHoro nojgoxeHus. [locie 3Toro HyKHO JOGHBAaTHLCA
CBOMX 1IeJieii 60Jiee TOHKO, AeHCTBYS Ha CO3HaHHe MIOAeiA. a He
nopabouias ux Tena. XUrooiabl XOpoLIo 3TO YCBOMI.

Tax HMKOroa ¥ He CTajl0 U3BECTHO, YTO ObUIO CKAa3aHO H
clleJlaHO B caly B OOHY HO4Yb Hayana zsera. Ho Hawéncs
CBHIETENb, O KOTOPOM XMrGoiba y3Haji CAMLIKOM IO3IHO.
Cnyry Bcera CIUIETHHYAIOT O Tocnoaax; roBopuan, uto Kane6
no6siBan y ieau Mcbens M morosopil ¢ Helo HaeauHe. [TotoM
B35U1 He6OJbIIOM JOPOXHBIN MELIOK CO CBOMM MMWIIIECTBOM H
YIIEN — He TOJIBKO M3 IIPUBPAaTHULIKOM KPENoCcTH, HO Boodlle
u3 KiaBeHnoprta, no GojblIoOi gopore yuEN Ha 3amnaf.

K ToMy BpeMeHM BOGIM3M NOPTA BCE yXe ObUIO MOYMHEHO.
BOCCTAHOBJIEHO, M ClIefbl BOWHB BropxeHus Goablue He
pe3any ra3. Ho Kane6 Hemonro wén no gopore. OH Obua
6J1aropa3yMHbIH YeJIOBEK H 3HaJI, YTO Ha JOoporax. 110 KOTOPbIM
MOXHO OBICTPO XOOHMTb, MOXHO ObICTpee M OTBICKAThH yllel-
1ero. -

Wty HanpsaMHUK ObUIO TSDKENO, M BIBOIHE TSDKENO 414 €TI0
HcKajleyeHHoro Tesa. TeMm He MeHee Kaneb go6pasics 10 kpas
Tonu CopH. A-a, 1 BUXY, KaK Bbl Ka4aeTe N0JIOBaMM H CTPOHTE
rpUMachl IpM 3ToM HasBaHuM! CrnipaBeIMBo, 406pbie [1101H,
cnpasequBo! Bce Mbl 3HaeM, YTo 3T0 paiioH BepxHero
Xamnaxka, npuHamiexamuii IIpexxHuM, M 4eJOBEK C YMOM B
CBOEM KpENKOM yepene TyJa HH 3a YTO He CyHeTcs.

Ho Kane6 o6HapyXmi, YTO He OH IEPBLIM YTJIYOWICS B
Tommb. OTO OBUTH TyPTOBLIMKH, TEPETOHABLIME ONMYaBLLIMIA
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CKOT (pa3bexaBLuuiicss Bo BpeMs BOMHEI) Ha PRIHOK, YTO-TO
BCITYTHYJIO XMBOTHEIX M obpaTwio crago B 6ercrBo. M BoT
NacTyXH, CXOJsI C yMa OT MBICJIM, YTO MOTYT NIOTEPATH IUIaTy 3a
CBOIO TSIXENMyI0 paboTy, Bejied 3a XMBOTHBIMH YITyOWIHChH B
6onora.

OnHakoO TaM OHHM HATKHYJIHCh Ha HEYTO COBEpPLICHHO
apyroe. Her, 1 He Oymy omuchiBaTh, KOTO OHM BBITHATU U3
Jnorosa. Bel 3Haere, B Takux 6osoTax OOMTaET MHOXECTBO
TAMHCTBEHHBIX CyllecTB. JJoCcTaToYHO CcKa3aTh, YTO y 3TOro
ObL1a HAPYXHOCTb XCHIINHBI, H 3TOIO XBaTWIO, YTOOBI BO30Yy-
IMTh IIOXOTh I'YPTOBIIUKOB, KOTOPHIE YX€ JaBHO HMKOMY HE
3agupayM 1060K. M BOT, 3arHaB CyllecTBO B TYIIHK, OHHU
BO3HAMEPWINCh C HUM T03a0aBUTHCAH.

Hamo ckazatp, yro Kane6 He ymén m3 KinaseHmopra
HeBoopyX€HHbIM. HecMoTps Ha HcKanedeHHOE TeJIo, OH Mac-
TepcKM Biuanel camocTpesnoM. M cHoBa 310 JoKazan. JIpaxasl
BBICTPEJIWI OH, M JIIOOU 3aBbUIM, KaK 3BepH — WIH XyXe
3Bepeif, YIUTHIBAsA, YTO OHM JeNaIH: 3B€PH TaK CO CBOMMHU
caMKaMH He IOCTYMaloT.

Kane6 XpuKHYN, CIOBHO BENX ¢ cobOif OTpsix BOMHOB.
ITacTyxn pa3bexayuch. A OH CHyCTWICHA K TOH, KOIo OHHU
OCTaBWIH.

HuxkTo He 3HaeT, YTO NPOU3OLLIO TOTOM, TIOTOMY YTO
Kane6 HuKoMy He pacckasbiBasl. CITyCTSI HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl OH
ymén oauH, C mnobleqHeBIDMM JMIOM, a IIPUBBIKIOHE K
TsDKEJIOl paboTe pyKH HpoXalu.

OH He nomén B 60/10T2, HO ABUHYJICS, CIOBHO Oe3 BCAKOM
LeJH, Mo ero Kpalw. JIBe HOYUM OH NPOBEJN TOJ OTKPLITHIM
HeGoM. UTo OH Jenan, ¢ KeM roBOPII, OTKYZla NPUXOIAWIH ero
cobeceTHUKM — KTO MOXeT cKa3aTh? Ha yTpo TpeThero 1Hsd oH
noBepHyJica cnuHoi K Tonmd CopH M HampaBwicid Hasal, K
Jopore.

CTpaHHO, HO TelNeph XpOMOTA B €TI0 MTOXOIKE CTaNa He TaK
3aMeTHa, M C KAXALIM 1IaTrOM €ro COrGeHHOE TeJIO paclpsiM-
Jssuiock. K Beuepy 4eTBEPTOro OHS OH Iaraj XakK OOGBIYHBIM
YyeJIoBeK, NMpaBAa, YCTaBIIMiA M cTEpmmii Horu. U Torna oH
BhILIEJI K pa3BaJiMHaM nocrosuioro agsopa «Ha Ilepexpéctke».
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Korma-To 3to 6pUTO mpolBeTalollee 3aBeaeHHe. MHoro
cepebpa TpaTWIOCh 3a €r0 CTOJaMH M NEpeXoOWIO B PYKH
X03sMHa M ero ceMbH. I'ocTHHHIA 6bUIa NMOCTpOEHA TaM, Ine
BCTpEYaloTCs ABEe JOPOTH: OJHA C CeBepa, Apyrad C Iora — H
yxoxaat K Knasennopry. Ho gHM pacuBeTa 3TOro nocrosuioro
JBOpa MHHOB&JIH ell€ B0 6uTBh Y Yinenbs Cokona. Yxe MsiTh
JIET OOropeBlIMe OCTAHKM AOMA JIEXTH NMAMITHUKOM yXacaM
BOJHBI, M ITyTHHKA 3A€Ch HE MOMXMUAAT OTABIX.

Kane6 nocrosn, msasg Ha 3TO NeYyalbHOE 3pejylle, H...

XoTuTe BephTe, XOTHTE HET, AoOpbIe TOAH, HO HEOXUIAHHO
o0ropeBllIME pa3BaJIMHBI MCYE3JTH. A Ha MX MecTe BhIpocia
roctuHuLa. Kane6, He MposIBRiIsAss HUKAKOTO YIURBICHUS, Tepe-
CEK HOpOry H BOWIEJ B BOpoTa. BOlIEN KaK XO3fMH, H KaK
XO3fIMHa ero IPUBETCTBOBAIX paboTaBllie BO JBOpeE.

Ilo 3amagHBIM AOpOTaM TOTHA CTPAHCTBOBAJIO MHOIO IyT-
HHKOB, IIOTOMY YTO HACTYITIUI TOProBbIii ce30H B KilapeHmnopre.
M BcKOpe HOBOCTH O BOCCTAHOBJICHHOI TOCTHHMIIE HJOCTHIVIA
ropoaa. MHorne He XOTEeM BEpHMTb, HEKOTOPHIE AaXe cCaMH
TIoeXaJIv, YTOOBbl yOeAUTHCS JIMIHO.

M o6HapyxwiH, YTO NIOCTOSUIbIH IBOP TOYHO TaKOM Xe, KaK
M paHsine. [IpaBaa, Te, KTo GbIBaJ 31€CH 4O BOMHBI, HAXOAWIHN
HebGonbue ornmuusd. Ho KXorga uMx mpocwid Has3BaThb 3TH
OTVIMYHSA, OHH TepsUTHCh. OTHAKO BCE CXONWIHCh Ha TOM, YTO
XO3MH TocTosioro asopa — Kane6, M 4TO OH H3PAAHO
HM3MEHWICS C IPUXOAOM NpouBeTaHusa. M6o geso ero noucTu-
He NpOLBETAO.

Xur6o/ba ycABIIAI 3TH paccKassl. OH He HaXMYpHJICS, HO
TIOTEP yKa3aTeJIbHBIM MaJIbLIEM IO TOJICTOM HIDKHEH ry6ol —
TakoBa ObLla ero NPHMBBIYKA, KOIIAa OH INTYOOKO Hajx 4YeM-TO
3agyMbiBaiica. [ToToM no3Bai K ceGe anneTUTHOE IEToJIbCKOe
CyILIECTBO B 100Kax. DTa JeBHIIAa JaBHO CIyXwia XUrooanay,
JeM Mora. BceM ObUTO XOpO1IO H3BECTHO, YTO XOT XUrGoNn],
KOTIa-TO XEeHWICA Ha JIeOH U IocTapayiCs 3aKpelMTh UX COI03,
OIHAKO NOTOM OH HHUKOIZA HE TNMOKA3BIBAICA B €€ ClaJbHE M
ToJy4an YOOBOJILCTBHMSA B ApyrHX MecTaX. Ho He mon cBoeit
KphILIeii.

OH norosopwui HaeauHe ¢ Dnbdpoii U fan eif B pyKul IUCTOK
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nepramenTa. IToToM Ha moAsAX OTpyran €€ M rpybo BbITHAN,
BBIOpPOCHI Ha YIIHILY, He JaB HUYEro, KpoMe IUIallia Ha IUleyax.
M ona c rurayeM oTnpaBWwiIach B MyTh IO 3aMagHOM gopore.

Co BpeMeHeM OHa Jolwia 4o rocTHHHILI «Ha nepexpécrt-
ke». [1yTh ObUT HENErKMM, OHAa CTapajlach HATH HE3aMETHO H
BBINVISIAENIA, KAK HULIAasA, OJHA M3 TeX MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX MOII-
pollaek, YTo TONINATCS B ropofie Y Aepeii Topropues. Ho oHa
organa Kaneby THCTOK, Ha KOTOpOM ObLIa 3aNMCh, cAeNaHHasd
Kak 6yaTo noyepkoM jeau. Kane6 npuioTun AeBylIKy 4 caesian
pasHocymiei B 3aKycoyHoii. OHa paboTajna xopoino, M pabora
JeBYLIKe HpaBHJIach, BIIOJIHE COOTBETCTBYS €€ XapakTepy.

Tax peHb nmpoxoawn 3a gHEM. [Ipouwto sero, HacTymwia
oceHs. U BoT HakoHell JleasgHoii [ pakoH DOXHYI Ha 3eMIIIO.
HMeHHO Torma Onbdpa ¢ mpoe3XuM ToprobleM cbexana
Hazan B Knasennopr. Kane6, ycaenuaB o6 3ToM, moxXan
IUIeYaMH ¥ CKa3aJl, YTO OHAa MMEET IpaBo JejaTh BhIOOP.

Ho 9mpdpa ocraBanack ¢ TOprosLeM TOIBLKO 10 TOPOACKUX
BOpoT. OTTya OHa OTIIpaBWIACh NPSIMO B NMajaThl XMréoasaa.
BHauaJze, noka oH cCJIylual, C JIMLa ero He CXOOWIO KaKoe-TO
HeNpUATHOe BeIpaxeHue. Ho meByllika He BHSUIA TIpeAyINpeX-
JIEHMIO, YBEpPEHHad, YTO 3TO TPOCTO M3-3a HEOOLIYHOCTH €€
paccka3a. 1 9To6b1 JOKA3aTh CBOIO MPaBAUBOCTD, NPOTSHY/IA
PYKY K CTOJy.

Ha GoneimoM namplie €€ OBUIO HageTo KOJMBLO (Takoe
6oJNbLIOE, YTO COCKAKHMBAJIO C IPYTHMX NajiblieB XEHIIMHEI) C
KPYITHBIM 3€JIEHBIM KaMHEM, MTOKPHITOM CEThIO KPaCHOBATLIX
MPOXWIOK, CJIOBHO KPOBEHOCHBIMH cOCcyAaMHu. Jlepxa KoJIblo
nepen XuroonapaoMm, Dnbdpa nmpousHecsia CBOE IMoXeJTaHHe.

Ha crone nosABWIOCH XeMYyXHOEe OXepesbe. 3a Takoe
oXxepeJibe B AHH BOWHBI MOXHO ObUIO BHIKYTIMTD LIEJ/IBbIi ropo.
Xurbonpa 3aTamy ObIXaHUE, JMLO €r0 NMOTEMHENO, IJla3a OH
NOJIYTIPHKDPLUT BEKAMH.

Pyxa ero MeTHynach M cXaja 3amsicThe XeHIIHHEL. Dibdpa
nocMoTpelia B JHULO XHroonapia M 3aXHEIKANA, CIMIIKOM
TNO3AHO MOHSB, YTO OHAa — TOJBKO OpyAHME, a TENeph 3TO
opyaue BHINIOJHWIO CBOE INpeAHa3HA4YEeHHE...

H neByuixa ucyesna!
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Xur6ospa cXa KoJblO B pyKe M 3JI06HO ynbpIGHYCS.

Bckope rocrunuua cropena. Hukro He Mor mnoracurb
XapKuii OrOHb, KOTOPHIH MOXHpas co3naHHoe Marueit Ilpe-
xHux. CHoBa Kane6 HULIIMM CTOSUT Ha Xoofie. Y Hero HH4ero
He octasock. Huyero, xpoMe Xejie3HOil BOJH.

OH He cTaJl TPaTUTh BpeMEHH HA COXaJICHMS, He OTUTaKUBAJI
HEOCTOPOXHOCTB, M3-32 KOTOPO# JIMIIMWICSI CBOETO COKPOBM-
wa. [Ipocto moBepHyncs M nowén nmo gopore. Joiing mo
onpenen€HHoro Mecra, Kane6 ceepHyn ¢ moporu moneil. U
XOTsl €ro 3achiliajl CHer, a JieASHOH BeTep Ayl B CIIMHY, OH
BHOBb HallpaBWICS K GoloTaM.

CHopa mpouvio BpeMd. HUKTO He BOCCTaHaBRIUBANI —
BOJIIIEOCTBOM WIM TNO-ApyroMy — nocrosuiklii asop. Ho
nojoxene Xurooiapaa YyAecHO HM3MEHWIOCh. Te, KTo ObLI
HACTPOEH NPOTHUB HETO, BAPYT CTAJIM €ro ropsTYHMH CTOPOHHH-
KaMM WIH Xe UCITBITAIN HeoXUIaHHbIe HECYacThs. A JieIu ero
COBCeM Iepecrajla BRIXOOUTh H3 CBoeil KoMHaThl. ['oBOpIUIH,
Y10 OHa GOJNbHA M BpAI JIM NEPEXUBET Iof.

B BepxneM Xayutake HMKOraa He 6bU10 KOpOJisl, IOTOMY YTO
BCe JIOpABI CYUTAIIM ceOs paBHBIMH. HHKTO He moanepXuBaj
APYTroro, YToOnl BO3BRICHTH €ro Haja ocTanbHbIMH. Ho Xwur-
6o ObUT HE M3 MX YHCJIa, M ITIOTOMY JIMOO BCE JOJDKHbBI ObLLTH
o6beIMHUTBCA NPOTHB HEro, MO0 MPU3HATH €ro IpaB/IeHHe.

‘M Te, XTO NO 061IEMY MHEHMIO JOJDKHBI OLLIH BO3IVIABHUTH
CONpOTHRJICHHE, BIPYT HauHHAJIM CTPAHHO KoJiebaThbCs M He
MelUaIH eMy.

TeM BpeMeHeM pacIpOCTPAaHWINCh CIYXHM O 4YeJIOBEKe,
XMBYILIEM Ha Kpalo 60510T. DTOT YyesioBeK NpUpydan XHBOTHBIX
M gaxe npojasai uX. OOUH Toprosell, HIylIWi 9TO-HUOYAD
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE, 3aHHTEPECOBAJICS 3THMMM paccKa3aMH H
peumn cpenath Kpiok. A nmpuexan B KnaseHnopr ¢ TpeMs
CTPaHHBIMHM XWBOTHLIMH.

OHM 6bUIH ManeHbKHe, HO BHELIHE OYeHb MOXOOWIH Ha
CBHpENBIX CHEXHBIX KOUIEK C BhICOKOropbd. OmHako 3TH
OKa3aJIMCh NPHPYYCHALIMM W TAKHMH JIACKOBBIMH, 9TO XEHHI
TOproBlUeB OLUTM COBEpLIEHHO 09apOBaHbI, H BCKOpe BCE JIEAH
ropoja Xejajld UMETh TAKMX XHUBOTHBIX. Topropel ABaXIbl

123



BO3Bpallajicd 13 60JI0T ¥ MPUBO3II €1IE KOIIEK — M KaXKAbIH
pa3 ocTaBaJicsl OYeHb JOBOJIEH TMPHOLUIBIO.

ITotoM eMy noHamoGWwiIoCch paspellleHUe Ha BBO3, U OH
otnpaBwicd K Xur6onpay. Ilo o6pryalo Toprosel IpUHEC
NoAApOK — OOHY M3 TAKHX KolleK. XuUrbonpn He 6but mobu-
TesleM XUBOTHLIX. Jlowanay 6bUTH AJI1 HETO TONBKO OpYAMEM,
a cobaku HUKOTIa He JIEXaJH B ero 3aye wiu kabuHere. Ho on
NpHKa3ajl OTHECTH KOLIKY B chajibHIO Jeau. Moxer, oH
pellwI, YTo JaBHO He obpalljan Ha He€ BHUMaHWS, H 3TOT
NoAapoK KaK-TO CKPOET ero Ge3pasnuyue.

OnHako BcKope XUrGonply Hadaad CHHMTLCH CHBHL B ero
NpPOLUTOM OBUIO JOCTaTOYHO 3J1a, YTOOBI CHaOAUTh KolIMapa-
MM Lesioe Bolicko. Ho cHIIocs eMy He npolwloe, a cKkopee
HacTodlllee WIM Aaxe MpauyHoe Oyayuiee. ITotoMy uyro B
KaXXZJOM CHe (a OHY ObUIM HACTOJIBKO PeaTbHbl, YTO OH KaXXIbIi
Pa3 BCKaKWBaJI C MIOCTEJTH M Tpe6oBa, YTO6bI MPUHECIIH CBEYH)
OH TepsUl KOJIbLO, KOTOpoe MpHHecsa eMy Dibdpa, KoIbLo,
cTaBlllee CpeAlLEeBUHON BCceX ero IUIaHOB.

OH HOCHJI ero Ha LIeTH nok ogexnoit. Ho Bo Bcex cHax oHO
yCKoJb3aJI0. M Tenepb OH criaji, CXMMas ero B pyke.

TeMm He MeHee, OgHAXABI YTPOM XHIrOOMbLA NMPOCHYICHS H
06OHapyXW1, 4TO OHO AeHCTBUTENILHO Hcye3no. CTpax H3MyYII
€ro, TNoKa OH He OTHICKAJI KOJIbLIO B CKIaaKax nocreiau. Y on
TaK CBMPETICTBOBAJI BCE 3TO BpeMs, YTO BCe CIYTH MoInpsATa-
JIKCh, OMAcasiCh 3a CBOIO XU3Hb.

Ho BoT HacTynwia HOYb, KOTIa €My CHOBAa NPUCHUICS COH,
M OoYeHb peajbHbIi. YTO-TO cHAeNo BHayajle B HOrax ero
NocTe Iy, IOTOM Hayalio MeJIeHHO, OCTOPOXHO NMPHO/IIDKATh-
csl. A OH He MOT MOUIEBENINTLCA, JeXall B IOTY U XAl 3TOro
NpUOMIDKEHUA.

HeoxunanHo XurGonna npuuén B cebs oT KouiMapa M
yuxHyn. KoJblo oTieresio U ynajio B Horax moctenu. Y tyr
PSAOOM C KOJIBLIOM MOSIBWIACH KOLIKA. ['71a3a e€ Tak ropenm, 4yro
OH MOKJIsWICcA Obl, YTO 3TO HE KOLIKA, a YTO-TO Apyroe, bonee
pa3yMHOe M 3710€, IoCEeTUBLIEECS B TOM MAJIEHBKOM KOIIaybeM
Tene. C XxooaHoH pacYETIMBOCTDIO 3TO CYLIECTBO CIEIWIO 3a
HHUM, a OH JIeXaJl, He B CWIaX MOIIEBEIUTLCA H IPOTAHYTh PYKY
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K KoJaelly. 1 TyT KolliXa CIIOKOHHO B3fjla KOJIBLIO B 3yOBI,
CIIPBITHY/Ia C KPOBAaTH U HCYe3na.

Xuréonpa 3aKpudaja M NMoMbITaIca cXxBaTuTh e€. Ho xouka
6bUIa yXe Yy JBepeil ero KOMHAThl ¥ CTPeJIoil NpoMeNbKHYyIa
MMMO CTPaXHMKa, NpUOeXaBLIEro Ha KpHK Jiopaa. XUroosbs,
OTTOJIKHYJI COJIIaTa U nobexaj BOOTOHKY.

— Komka! — ero xpux nmogHsan Bcio kpenocTb. — Ize
Koluka?

Ho B 3TOT mpenpaccBeTHBIH 4Yac Bce CIAIH. A Te, KOro
pa3byauI ero KpuK, MUTAIH M He MOIJIH NPUITH B cebs.

XUréoapa Xopollo 3HaJI, YTO B KPENOCTH UMEIOTCsl COTHH,
Jlaxe TBICIYH MECT, Kya MOXET 3aIoJI3TH MaJIeHbKOe XHBOT-
HOe, Ille OHO MOXET OpOCUTH KOJIbLIO, M €ro HUKOoriga He
OTBILIYT. DTa MBICJIb CBOJWIA €T0 C yMa, TaK YTO BHayaje OH
noxoawi Ha Ge3ymuia, Geran B3aa U Briepél, Kpyu4aJl, IpUKa3bl-
BaJl CXBATHUTh KOLUKY.

Ho moToM mpHIIEN MOCBUTBHBIHA OT BOPOT M cKa3al, YTo
CTpaXHMKH BHIEIM KOLIKy. OHa CHpBITHYJA CO CTEHBI U
yOexasa M3 ropoga Ha cBobomy. M Xwurbonaba ouwytun B
rIyOMHE pacTylIMii XOJIOm, NMOJOOHBIN XOJOdy CMEpTH: 3TO
0O3HaYaJIo KOHEll BCEM €ro IaHaM. Ec/ii B KpenocTH CTONBKO
TaifHUKOB, TO YTO CKa3aTh O Bcel OKpyXalouieit 3emie?

OH BepHYJICS, IOTPYXEHHBIH B MOTYaHHE TSDKECTHIO yTpa-
Thl, B CBOM KaOGHHeT. 3aeck OH OWJI Ky/laKaMu MO KaMEHHOM
CTeHe, Nnoka 6oJb He MpopBanach B €ro OXBauYeHHbIN rHEBOM
MO3T M OH He CMOT CHOBAa pPaccyXIaTh pa3yMHO.

KHMBOTHBIX MOXHO BBic/ieAuTh. C ero ncapHsX coaepxa-
JIoCh MHOXECTBO cobaK, XOTsI caM OH HHKOT/Ia He pa3BjieKaJcs
NcOBOH OXOTOM, 3a6aBoi BrICOKOPOXAeHHbIX. OH 6yner oxo-
THTBCS Ha 3Ty KOLIKY, KaK HUKOTAQ HY Ha OXHOTO XXUBOTHOTO
He oxoTwinch B BepxHeMm Xamnake. [Ipunsa B ce6s1, OH Havan
OBICTpO OTHaBaTh NMpHKa3kbl, U OT €ro rojioca B3AParuBaJU U
OTBOPAaYUBAIMCH B CTOPOHY CJYTH, CTapasch AepXaThCs OT
Hero mojaJslie.

OxoTa Hayajach B NpeApacCBETHBI Yac, XOTA M3 BOPOT
KpETOCTH BblexaJl JOBOJILHO HEOGONMBLION OTpsa. Xuroconba
B3sU1 ¢ co60if TONBKO TIcapeif co CBOpOM JNy4dlIMX cobak M
OpYyXeHocLa.
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Cnen 6LU1 IMCTHIM H CBEXMM, M cobaKu cpa3y B3su ero. Ho
TiobexXajii OHU He o Aopore, a cpa3y CBEPHYIM B CTOPOHY.
BcagHMKM C TPYAOM IOCHEBAJIM 3a HUMH, U BCKOpE COOaKM
HaMHOT0 HX onepeJwiH. ToNbKO Jaii Biepeay CBUAETENbLCTBO-
BaJI, YTO OHHM NO-TIpeXHEMY MAYT MO cieqy. XUrooisa Tenepb
JepXaJl CBOM CTpax Mo KOHTpoJieM, OH He THaJ Jiollagb, HO
TeJio ero OBUIO HamNpsDKEHO; €Cd Obl OH MOI BBIPACTHTh
KpbUIbA, TO Cpa3y Okl nojeres BIepéen.

MecTHOCTh CTaHOBWIAach BCE Gosiee OQUKOH M MpayHOIi.
Jlourans opyxeHocua 3axpoMaJia M OTcTana. XUTGoJbJ JaXe He
nocMoTpesll B ero cropoHy. CojHlle B30OLIUIO, W BIepeou
nokasasach 3ejieHb 6onoT. Xonon B cepaue Xurbomnbia ycu-
mwicsa. Ecnu xowka. yiinér B Gosnora, npecienopaTh €€ TaM
OyneT HEBO3MOXHO.

Ho xorma oHum moGpanuch no 6ojora, cien TMOBEPHYA H
TNOLEN MO ero Kpaw,” KaK OyATO XWBOTHOE OJlaropa3yMHO
PELIWIO He JOBEPATHCS COMHUTENLHOM 6e30MacHOCTH Tomei.

HakoHe1l 0XOTHHKM YBHAEIH MaJIEHBKYIO XIDKHUHY, IIOCTPO-
€HHYIO M3 MaTepUaJIOB 3TOH 3a6pOleHHOM 3eMJIM: CTEHBI U3
KaMHe il 1 6yTbDKHUKOB, KpbIlIa KpbITa TPOCTHMKOM. Ho xorna
TIpeceqoBaTe/Iu NPUOIM3WINCD, cO6aK HEOXHIAHHO OTGpO-
CWIO, CJIOBHO OHHM HATKHY/JIMChb Ha HEBHIUMYIO CTeHY. OHH
NpPLITIN, JAasUTH, HO HX CHOBA M CHOBA OTOpachIBaJio Ha3al.

IIcaps cneuinics u nodexain K co6akaM. Ho Toxe BcTpeTnn
conporupieHHe. OH CNOTKHYJICA M 4YyTh HE ymaj, NOTOM
NIOOHSUI pyKH, NPOBEJ UMH HallpaBo, HaneBo. CIOBHO Kacaics
KAKOH-TO IOBEPXHOCTH.

XurGospa ToXe CIELIMICS U NMPOLUET BIEepEn.

— Y10 3107 — OH 3aroBOpPMWJI BIIEPBhIE C TEX IOP, KaK Cel
Ha Jioliagb.

— 3T0... 30ech CTeHa, JIOpA... — APOXalUM OT cTpaxa
TOJIOCOM OTBETII IICaph M OTLIATHYJICA U OT 3TOIO MECTA, H OT
Xurbonnaa.

Xurbonsn Xe 1€EN, He OCTAHABIUBasACh. OH -CIOKOIHO
MUHOBAJI 1icaps U JIAlOLIMX, CKY/IALIMX cobaK, NoAyMaB TOJb-
KO, YTO TOT BMecTe ¢ cobakamu crisrtwi. Hukakoit cTeHsl,
TOJIBKO XIDKHHA H TO, YTO OH YBHIHUT B Heil.

126



OH moNoXWI PyKy Ha NOKOCHBUIYIOCS IBEPh M CO BCell
CWIOH CBOEro rHeBa pacliaxHyl e€.

Ilepen HUM oxa3anuch rpyosIii ctoi, cryn. Ha cryne cunen
Kane6. A Ha cTo/le — KOIIKa, JACKOBO MYpJIbIda NOJ PYKOH
Kane6a. A psiioM ¢ XHMBOTHEIM JieXaJlo KOJbLO!

Xur6oasa NogoLIEN M IPOTAHYI pyKy. C TOro MOMeHTa, KaKk
OH YBMIEJ KOJIbLIO, OH HHM Ha YTo Oonblue He cMoTpen. Hu
yesloBeK, HU XXHBOTHOE HHYEro He 3HaYWIM A Hero. Ho Bot
Kane6 npuxpsui pykoii KoibLo. M Xur6oass norepsii crnocob-
HOCTb JIBUIaThCA.

— Xwurbonnl, — ob6paTWICA HENOCPEACTBEHHO K HeMy
Kane6, He monb3yach HH BeXJIMBOM GopMOii, HH THTYJIOM, —
THI 3JI0i, HO CWIbHBIH 4enoBeK. CamuikoM cWwibHbIi. U B
TIPO1IUIOM MCKYCHO ITOJIb30BAJICS CBOEM CUJION. A TeTIEpPD HaXe
KOpOHa B TBOE€ii JOCATaeMOCTH, He TaK Ju?

OH roBopmI MArKo, CIoKoiiHo, 6e3 Bcsikoro crpaxa. Huka-
KOTO OpyXMsl Y Hero He 6bU10, HO cuiell OH 6e3 HampsDXeHHs.
Henapucts Xurbosnbaa nobeamnna crpax, H eMy Teliepb Goblie
BCETO XOTENIOCh NPEBPAaTHUTD JIMLIO 3TOTO YeJIOBEKa B KPOBaBhLIE
pyuHbl. Ho OH He Mor JaxXe NanblieM ILIEBEJIbHYTD.

— A nymalo, — nponosxan Kane6, — Twl BrioJIHe HacaaquiI-
cs obnanaHueM 3THM, — M OH YKa3aJl Ha KOJbIIO.

— Moé!.. — ropno Xurbomabaa 3a6oneno, Korga oH Npou3s-
HEC 3TO €AUHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO.

— Het, — Kane6 noxkayan rojoBoif, mo-npexHeMy MSArko,
CJIOBHO I'OBOPMJI ¢ pe6EHKOM, TPebBYIOIIMM TOTO, YTO HE MOXET
eMy npHUHaiexaTs. — A Tebe Koe-9T0 pacckaxy, Xurbosna.
BTO KOJIBbLIO — NOAAPOK, H JaHO OHO MHe ObLIO JOGPOBONLHO.
5 obneramn npeacMeEpTHLIE CTPaJaHMS CYLIECTBAa HE HAlero
pona, a cMepTh eMy IIPUHECHIH TaKue, Kak Thl. Ecimi1 65l e€ He
3aCTaJId BPacIUIOX, OHA cyMeJia ObI 3allIUTUTHCS; €€ 3a1IUTY ThI
ceigac ucnbeIThIBaellb Ha cebe. Ho e€ oOMaHymHM H Hcnob30-
BaJId C TaKOH XECTOKOCTBIO, 9TO S NMOCTHIAIICA OBl Ha3BaTh
CAeJIaBIIMX 3TO JoAbMH. f momneITayics eii MoMoub, HO Majio
9TO MOTr cjenaTh. 1 BOT MHe AOCTajCcs 3TOT NMOAApOK, U €€
IUieMs1 NOATBEPAWIO, YTO A BiIaleio MM Mo mpasy. A xoren
HCNONB30BaTh €ro B JOODLIX LieNsiX. BTa MBICTb 3acTaBiIseT
Tebs ynpibaTbesl, He npaBaa M, Xurooabn?
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IToToM THl OT MMEHH CBOEI Jiequ oOpaTWICA KO MHE, YTOOBI
s1 TIOMOT [J€BYIIKEe, C KOTOPOii Thl IKOOBI XeCTOKO Obo1IENncs.
M BoT B cBoeii cnenore 4 caM HaBiIEK Ha cebs rubens. A
NpocToii YesIoBeK, HO Jaxe g Koe-4TO MOHMMal0. XHUroomns —
BEPXOBHBII MOBETHTEND 3TOM 3eMIU. Takoe 3710 HEBO3MOXHO
JOIYCTHTb, U 3Ta HEBO3MOXHOCTb IpPEBBIlIE BCEX HALIMX
CTPaxoB M XeJIaHUil.

H a cHoBa ob6paTwics K XUTeIIM GOJIOT M € UX MOMOIIBIO
YCTpOWI JIOBYLUKY, YTOOBI MpHBeCTH Te6s cloaa. Y Twl npHin€n,
NpHINEN JerKo. A Teneps... — Kaneb nmoaHsu1 pyKy ¥ ocTaBUI
KOJblIO JexaTb. OHO Kak OyaTo 3acBeTWIOCH, XHMIooabh
YCTPEMMIJI Ha Hero B3op M 6onbure Huyero He Bumen. U za
TIpelleNIaMU eTO 3peHHs, 32 3€JICHO-KPAaCHBIM CBEYeHUEM KOJIb-
11a, MOCJIbILIAJICS ToJIocC.

— Bo3bMH KOJIBLIO, €CJIH Thl TaK 3TOrO Xodellb, XHUTrooaba.
CHoBa HalleHb €ro Ha mnajell. A NIoTOM HAH M IPUHHMai CBOE
KOpOJeBCTBO!

Xur6oasa oOHapyXIwI, 9TO MOXET NPOTIHYTH PyKy. Ilans-
1IbI €50 XaJJHO COMKHYJIUCh BOKPYT Koublia. Toporuinso, 4To6b!
He JHUINTHECA €ro CHOBa, OH Halesd KOJBLO Ha mnajell.

He nmocMoTrpeB Ha KaneGa, oH moBepHy/iCA M BhIUIET U3
XIDKHMHBI, CJIOBHO €€ XO03fMHa M He cyuiecTBoBajso. Cobaxu
JIEXaJTH Ha IPA3HBIX XUBOTaX, CKYJIWIH CJIETKa M 06IM3bIBAIH
cournie nansel. IIcapp cuaen psagoM ¢ HUMH M CMOTpesl Ha
BO3Bpallaiollerocs: Xo3suHa. [[Be Jjolangy CTOSUIM, ONYCTUB
TOJIOBBI, HX YAMWJIa TTOKphIBAIA TEHA.

OpHako Xuroonna He MOJOLUEN K JIOlIAaaH, He 3aTOBOPHI C
OXUIABLINM ero ncapéM. OH NOBepHy/tesd JULOM Ha I0ro-
3amaj M KaK 4YeJoBeK, HAYLIHiA K JOJTOXIAaHHOM LIeJI ¥ HX Ha
YT0 He obpallialoliuii BHUMaHH, 3aLUarajl B CTOPOHY TPsICH-
HblI. [Icapp He ocTaHOBWI ero. C pacKpBITEIM PTOM OH CMOTpEJ
eMy Bciel, noka ¢urypy Xuroosnpaa He NOITIOTHI TYMaH.

W3 xyxuHb! Bhies Kane6, kolnka cuesna y Hero Ha IUieye.
OH 3aroBOpWI NEPBBIM.

— BosBpawuaiica K cBoeil Jequ, Opyr MOM, M CKaxH, YTo
XurGonnI oTNIpaBWICA Ha NOMCKHU CBOero KoposiescTsa. OH He
BEpHETCH. ‘
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Y Toxe HanpaBWiIcs B 60J10Ta, ¥ €r0 TOXe MOIJIOTWI TYMaH,
M Gosblle ero He BHIEH.

BepuyBumics B KnaseHnopT, mcaps pacckasan neau HMc-
6enb, 9To BHAEI U cabiliait. [locne 3TOTO €if cTasno Ay4ine (KaKk
6yaTO KaKoM-TO S MOKUHYJI €€ TeJI0), U OHa BbIlIUIa U3 CBOECH
KGMHaThl. VI mpuHsAnach paznaBaTb MWIOCTBIHIO U3 GOrarcTs
XurGonpaa.

A Korma HacTyIWIO JIeTO, OHa Bhlexajla Ha paccBeTe, B3SIB
€ co6oii TOJIbKO OHY CITyXaHKy (Ty CaMylo, 4TO MpPHULUIA C Hel
M3 IoMa €€ OTLia ¥ IO/ITO ¥ BEPHO cayXuia). CKOIbKO BUAETH
CTpaXHHUKH, XeHLUIMHbI JBUTAJIHCH N0 Gosblioii nopore. Koraa
M KyZla OHM CBEPHYJIM, HUKTO He 3HaeT, M OoJIblle UX HMKOra
He BUIENM.

Yiuuvla M OHa B TNOMCKAX CBOEro JIOpAAa WIH IpPYTOTro
yesnoBeka, Kro 3Haer? TpsacuHa CopH XpaHUT CBOM TaiHBbI.

- MEY HEBEPUA

1

Ilodzonsemasn apocmovio

I'naza Gonenu, HO A 3acTaBisyia cebs1 BCMAaTpPMBAThCHA B
XEcTKY1I0 3emmio. OT I1a3 B KOCTH 4epena, OKpyXaBlIHe HX,
BOJIHAMM pacxofmiachk Tymnasd 6onb. Kpenkwii, Beipocluuii B
ropax KOHEK, KOTOPOTO § ClIacjia BO BpeMs OTYasTHHOM CXBAaTKU
C BOJIKAMH, ITOCTOSTHHO CIOTHIKaJICA. S eJie ycIesia CXBaTUThCS
3a CelUI0: roJIOBOKPYXEHHE YIapiwio, KaK HEOTPaXEHHBIH yaap
Meya.

S omrywmana cMepTh, CMEPTh M BBICOXLIYIO KPOBb, NIPOBOAS
SI3BIKOM I10 Ty6aM, Tie COJIb MOETo COGCTBEHHOTO NOTa CMELIH-
BaJIach C MbLIbIO 3TOM 3€MJIM Ha IaBHO He MBITOH Koxe. CHoBa
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1 nowaTHynack. Ha 3ToT pa3 Moii MOHM CNOTKHYICH ewé
cuibHee. OH CUNEH 1 cNeUUalbHO TPDEHHPOBAH IJ1S BOWHBI, HO
celiyac M €ro CW.Jbl KOHYIHCH.

[lepeno MHoOII GecKOHEYHOI cepoil CKaJIMCTOI paBHHHOM
nexana [1ycTeiHg, rae pacTyT TOJbKO peAKHe YaXJible KyCThl,
TAKHC CKOpPYEHHble, OyATO Ha HMX NOCTOSIHHO Hamnajaer
KakKoc-To nojisydee 310. XOTd B 3TOH 3eMye NeHCTBUTENbLHO
LLeAPO pacIUIECKAHO 3710 — BCe YYBCTBA NMpeAyIpeXaaii MeHd
06 3TOM, No3TOMY 5l M He 3acTaBisia PasioHa HATH BrEpER
6ricTpo.

BeTep, TpenaBluyii Kpas Moero IUiallia, BUXpSMH NPOHO-
cuncs no [lyctoine, B HEM YyBcTBOBaIOCh AbixaHue JleassHoro
JpakoHa. OH NMOAHUMAaJI B BO3AYX Cephble NMEeCYMHKH, U OHHU
obGxuranm MHe KOXY JIMLIAa, He MPUKPLITYIO LUIEMOM. MHe
HYXHO OblJI0O HaWTH yOexmile, ¥ NMoObicTpee, MHAYE SAPOCTh
Bypu-Brxyieii-/I10Hbl, 3aXBaTUT MEHSI M TIOXOPOHHUT B
MOTMJie, KOTopasi NpOCyUIecTBYET ICHb, HEACIIO, CTOJIETHE —
B 31BUCHMOCTY OT Karpu30B TOTO X€ BeTpa U IeckKa.

CrneBa OT MeHs Nokasanach npsiMoyroybHasa ckaia. K Heil
g 1 Hanpasuna PansioHa; oH WEN, HU3KO ONyCTHB rosiosy. Ilox
3alHTOH 3TOro BLICOKOrO KaMH$ $1 CNOJI3Ja ¢ celsa, CTynas
TOILKO Ha cKany. Bosb OT ronoBsl nepelusia Ha IUIEYHM M CIIHHY.

A cnerka pacnycTuia niaul ¥, CKOPYMBLIUCH PSIIOM C TIOHH,
NPUKPLUIA NJALLOM €ro M cBolo ronopsl. He oyeHb npoyHoe
YKPBLITUC OT XIYYUX NECUYMHOK, HO Jiyylle BCE PaBHO HET.
OnHako MCHs IpbI3 ApYToii cTpax. Bypst yHUYTOXMT cien, mo
KOTOpOMY s LLIa yxXe ABa aAHd. W Torma A mookHa Oyny
paccUnTHIBATb TOJIBKO Ha cebs, a B cebe-To 5 Kak pa3 ObLia He
OYCHb YBEpCHa.

Ecnu 6b1 9 mpoluia MONHYIO NMOATOTOBKY, KaKasl BCeraa
JaBajach 06naanaomuM MouMH JJlapoM M KPOBbIO, 1 CMOTIJIa Obl
OCYLLIECTBUTh HEOOXOAMMOE C rOpa3o MEHBLUIMMY YCIWINSAMH.
Ho xoTsa Mos MaTthb 6bl1a KonnyHbeit U3 DcTKapna, a Myapeie
XKeHWMHB ycepaHO o0yyalM MeEHSI CBOMM TaiiHaM (M B
MPOUUIOM 5 3TY HayKy He pa3 C YCIIEXOM HCIoJib30Baja B
CXBaTKax), Tenephb s Ollyllaja OAWH JIMWb CTpaxX, CWIbHee
607M TENa M YCTUIOCTH MO3ra.
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CxopumBiuch psanoM ¢ PawtoHom, s yyBcTBOBasla, Kak
3TOT CTpaX CJIOBHO XeJYb 3/IHBacT MHE ropiyio. AX, €cu 65l
MeHd Momio BHITOIIHUTE HoO cTpax mnorioTWn ciauLIKoM
GOJIBIITYIO YACTh MEHS, YTOOBI TaK JIETKO OT HEro M30aBUTLCS.
S nMxopafoYHO MBITAJIACh ONEPETHCS HA T€ MEHbLIUE MCKYC-
CTBa, KOTOpbl€ MHE OBUIM 3HAaKOMbI, CTapasich 3aMEMJIUTh
OHEeHHe cepalla, CHATh C MbICJIel NMOKpPOB NMaHUKU. § Benena
cebe [yMaTh TOJILKO O TOM, KOTO U1y, U O T€X, KTO €T0 3aXBaTHi
— XOTS He MOIJIa MpeacTaBUTh, C Kakoii Lenblo. [Tlotomy dto
3TH BOJYBM TOJIOBHI Bceraa yOMBaIOT, OHH, NpaBaa, MOIyT
pa3Blieybed MBITKOM, €C/IM €CThb BpeMsl M MX HE TPEBOXaT, HO
B KOHIIE KOHLIOB BCE paBHO yOMBAIOT. A 3TH OTCTYNWIHA B
3ampeTHhIE 3€MJIM M B35JIH ¢ COOOM MJIEHHMUKA, 32 KOTOPOIO
HeJb3s MOJYy4MTh BbIKynl. M g HMKaK He Morsa goragartbcs,
3a4YeM UM 3TO.

A nocTapasach HaBECTH MOPANOK B MbicisX. To/ibKo Tak
MOIJIa sl MCNOJIL30BaTh TOT [ap, KoTopbiM 06saaal0 ¢ poxae-
Hus. U HapucoBasia MBICJIEHHYIO KApTUHY TOTO, KOro uuy, —=
JIxepBoHa, 0oiiLla, KOTOpPBIH 3HAYUT [JIS MCHS ropasao
ropasao GoJblle JIIOObIX APYTHX BOMHOB.

MLICIeHHO s MpeAcTaBuila €ro TakMM, KakuM BuUaeNa B
MOCJEAHUN pa3, y Halllero MaJIeHbKOIo JIarepHOro KocTpa, K
KOTOPOMY OH INPOTATUBAJI PYKM, 4TOObI corpcThesl. Eciu Obl 5
TonbKo He... Her, coxancHue MoxeT Tonbko ocnabutb. S
JIOJIXHA Oblsla IyMaTh HE O TOM, 4TO He clejaia, HO O TOM, K
YeMy HY>KHO FOTOBMTbLCS.

Koraa g BepHyiach K CTOSIHKE, Ha IIOKPBITOi CHCTOM 3CMJIC
ObU1a pa3iMTa KPOBb, a KOCTEP IOrac M NpCBPAaTWICH B
obropenbie XonoAHble BETKM. Psmom BaisiiMch @Ba Tpyma
pa3bo0itHUKOB, CTPALIHO U3PpYOJIeHHBIX, HO JI)KCpBOH... UcYC3.
HTakK, OHM B3sLJIH €TI0 C KAKOM-TO LIEJIbI0. DTOTOo 51 HE MOHUMa-
Ja.

MEpTBLIX 1 ocTaBMJIa JICCHBIM 3BepaM. [ToToM oTbickana B
Kyctax QannoHa, IpoXaBLIEro ¥ MOKPOTIO OT MoTa, M MpHUBena
K cebe ¢ noMo1blo Npu3siBaolleil cwibl. M He ctasia 6onblue
XIaTh, MOHUMasA, YTO MOE XeJlaHHWE OCMOTPCTL IPOOHHLLI
IMpexHux, n3-3a 4ero s ¥ YXOOWIA U3 JIarepsi, BNOAHE MOXET
O3Hayatb Ang JIXXepBoHa cMepThb, U CMEPTL YXKACHYIO.
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M BoT, chnpATaBUINCH 3a CKaJIOH, S NPHUKPBUIAa PYyKOM
Iiasa.

«/IXXepBOH'» — MBICJICHHO NMPH3bIBaJia 1 BOHHA TaK Xe, KaK
®amiona. Ho Huyero He Bhimwio. MexXny MHOI0O H TeM,
KOTOpOTO 51 J0/DKHa 6bUIa HaiiTH, noBuco obnako. Ho s 6pu1a
yBEpeHa, YTO 3a 3TOH TeHbIO CKPLIT X1BoM yesoBekK. [loTomy
YTO KOIZa ABe XH3HHM TaK NeEperUieTeHbl M OJHAa U3 HMX
KOHYaeTcs, BECTb 3Ta ACHO npuxoaut ot [locnenHux Bpar —
Ui 4eJIOBEKa, M3YyYMBLICIO JaXe IPOCTEHIIHE M3 BEJIHKHMX
TaiH. }

IlycTbing — MpayHoe MecTo. 3aech MHOTO pyUH [IpexHux,

M JIIOAM, ICTUHHBIE JIIOAU PEIKO HPHUXOAAT cilofa 106POBOJIBHO.
A cama no KpoBH He u3 BepxHero Xanaka, XOTa poawiach B
Honmnax. Mou poaureny poaoM H3 IcTKapna 3a MoOpeM,
3€MJIM, TAE COXpaHWIOCh MHOToe U3 JIpeBHero 3HaHus. U Matp
Mol 6bUIa U3 TeX, KTO BJIajesl 3TUM 3HaHHUEM — XOTs, Bbliias
3aMyX, OHa IO 3aKOHY [IOJDXKHA ObUIa OT HEro OTKa3aThbCs.
" IloytH BCE, 4TO A 3HAIO, NPULLIO KO MHE OT AY)pHKM U3
Bapka, Mynpoii 2KeHIUMHBI, XO35IK1 MaJloro KoJnoBcTra. A
3HAlO TPaBbl — M ANOBUTHIE, H LEJIUTENIbHbIE, MOTY TIPHU3bIBATh
HEKOTOpble MaJible CHJIbI, M JaXe OOJNblHe, KaK caejiaja
OJHAXKIBI, crlacasl TOro, ¢ KeM poAuiack oqHoBpeMeHHo. Ho
€CTb TaKMe CWIbl 32 CUJIaMH, KOTOPBIX 51 HE 3HAI0. A Teneps A
JOJDKHA ObUIa UOTH 3TUM ITYTEM U caiesiaTh BCE, YTO MOTY, paaH
J>kepBOHa, KOTOPbIH A1 MeHs GoJblle YyeM OHH, MOM Opar,
M KOTOPBIH ofHaXabl, He 00nanad HUKakuM JlapoM, npuinén
MHe Ha IIOMOlIb B CXBaTKe C JPCBHUM M MOTIy4YuM 3510M. Ty
OMTBY MBI BLIMIPAIH YYIOM.

— [IXepBOH! — s IPOM3HEC/A €r0 UMS BCITyX, HO I'0JIoC MO
Tpo3By4Yai cjabbIiM WENoToM. Betep, nonobHO neruoHy Gec-
TeJIECCHBIX JEMOHOB, OecHoBaJcA BOKpYyTr. PanioH 4yTh He
BBIPBAICS, U A CIICLIHO NPHUHSJIACH EI0 YCIIOKaUBaTb, HAJIOXUB
Ha HEro 3aKjIsATHe IMPOTUB CTpaxa.

Ka3zanochb, Mbl yXe OOJITHE Yachl NpAYEMCcsA IMOA CKaJIOi.
IloToM ReTep yTHX, H MBI BLIOpAJIMCh U3 TIECKA, KOTOPbIH HaM
HaHecJI0 No KoyieHH. OTKYTIOpUB OHY U3 CBOUX AParoleHHbIX"
¢rsikeK ¢ BoooM, A cMoywia Kpail Iuialla, NPOMbUIA HO3APH
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PannoHa 1 cTEpJia Necok ¢ ero ra3. OH TOJKHYJ1 MEHS B IUIEYO
M IIPOTSAHYJI T'OJIOBY K OYTBUIKE C BOLO# B 6e3MOJIBHOM Npochbe.
Ho g He ocMenuwnach HaloOWTh €T0, He pa3y3HaB 3Ty 3eMJIIO
Jyqine. MoxXHo M HaiiTH 34ech pydeil Win o3epo?

IMpu6auxanack Houb. Ho I1ycTbiHg, CO CBOMMH CTpaHHBI-
MM TaiiHaMH, OTTOHSUIa TbMY. TaM M TYT IO paBHHHE ObUTH
pa3bpocaHbl OCTphble CKAJIbHBIE LUMWIH, KOTOpPblE CBETWINCH
MepLAIoIHM CBETOM, U 3TO OCBELIEHHE MO3BOJISUIO ABUTaThCS
JaJiblie.

A He moexana BepxoM. PajUIoH elIé He OTIOXHYN OT Beca
BCcagHHKA. XOTH TEJIOCJIOXEHME Y MEHS JIETKOE, HO B KOJIbYYTE,
C MeYOM M LUIeMOM Beury s HeMaso. [Toatomy s nobpena no
necky, Belad 3a coboii PawioHa B nosogy. OH BpeMsl OT
BpeMeHHU BIpKasi, BeIpaxas HeIOBOJILCTBO TEM, YTO S Aesaja,
yxoad ewé gansuie B [IycThiHiO.

CHoBa g HaTlipaBWIa Briepéx uinyuryio Meicas. Ho IxepBo-
Ha HaliTH He cMora. O6nako Mo-MpeXHeMy BHUCEIO MeXAY
HaMH. 3aTo 1 CMOIJIa OTIpeIe/ITh, B KAKOM HaIlpaBJIeHUH OHU
yuutd. OQHaKo NMOCTOSHHOE HalpsiKeHHe, KOTOpoe NMoTpeto-
BaJIOCh, YTOOBI yie p>XHBATh CBSI3b, BLI3BAJIO e1IE 60J1ee CHIIbHYIO
0OJIb B TOJIOBE.

Bckope a1 oGHapyxwna, yto IlycThIHA KakK-TO CTpaHHO
urpaeTr TeHAMU. MHe Ka3anock, YTo KpyroM Booblue 6osbliie
HeT YETKMX I'PaHULl MeXAY CBETOM U TEHbIO, YTO ObUIO ObI
HopMasibHO. Her, TeHM npHoOGpeTaTd CTpaHHbIe OYepTaHMs,
HaMeKaIM Ha IPHUCYTCTBHE KAaKMX-TO HEBHUAUMBIX CYLICCTB,
YYNOBHUIIHBIX QUTYp U HEECTECTBECHHBIX coYeTaHHH. MoXHO
ObUIO MoayMaTh, YTO €CJIH AaTh CTpaxy nobeauts cebs, 3TH
dburyps cTaHyT peasibHbl 1 CMOTYT IBHTaThCsl, HE CAEPXHBa-
€MBbI€ MTrpoii cBeTa U ThMBI.

B To Xe BpeMs f He mnepecTaBaja OyMaTb O TeX, KOTO
npecneaylo. B aTHx MecTax BoliHa MIET TaK JaBHO, YTO TPYAHO
JaXe MPUIOMHUTD, YTO TaKoe MUp. BepxHuii Xamnaxk noyru
LIEJIMKOM OKas3aJIC BO BJACTM 3aXBaTYUKOB; IMPEBOCXOAHOE
opyXue U XEcTKasi AUCUMIUIHHA NO3BOJIWIM MM OITYCTOLUMTH
nonoBuHy JlonuH, mpexiae 4YeM HayajJoch OpraHU30BaHHOE
CONMpOTHURIEHHE. Y Hac HMKOIIa He ObUIO LIEHTPAJIbHOIO
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PYKOBOACTBA; He B obbruae xureneit Bepxrero Xanmnaka noeu-
HOBaThCcs KOMY-JIH0O, KpOMe CBOEro JiopAa, BO RIAJEHHSAX
KOTOpPOTO OHM POAWIMCD M BeipociH. Y BOT 1o Tex caMuIx nop,
noka YeTBepo IOpHOB Ha ceBepe He 3a0bUIH O CBOHX pa3HOr-
JlacufaX W He 3aKMOYWIH COI03, 3aXBaTYUKH He BCTpevaid
HacTos1ero ornopa. JIIonu cpaxainch, KaXIblii B OTIETbHOC-
TH 1O pa3beUHEHHHIM JloMHaM, H YMHpaJIH, YTO0k HAaBEYHO
OCTaThCcs B CBOe# 3eMile.

Ho ractynuao BpeMs coBMecTHBIX ycwrnii. Jlopabl HoauH
He TOJILKO OObLeAMHWINCH BIIEPBEIE B HCTOPMH CTPaHbI, HO M
JOTOBOPWJIMChL C YyXaKaMH, XurtensMu camoii IIycTeiHm,
NereHnapHbiMu BcagHukamn-O6opotHamMu. U Bc€, 4yro ocra-
Joch ot Bepxuero Xannaka, NogHSIOCH, COOPAJIOCH C CHJIAMH
M pa3buio co6ak AIM30Ha, CTOJKHYJIO MX B MOpe, Tie OHH H
norubnu. Ho paznupaeMast BOIHOM 3eMJISI IPUBJIEKAET BCEX, B
KOM €CTb CKJIIOHHOCTB KO 3JTy, CI0[a YCTPEMIITUCE CTEPBITHHKH
M pa36GoOiHHKH, TOTOBblE BOEBaTh Ha TOH CTOpPOHeE, KOTopas
3arutaTuT Gosnbine. Y1 Ha Hally MCTOLIEHHYIO BOMHON 3eMmO
JIeTJIO TIPOKIIATHE.

TakoBuI 65UTH Te, 3a KeM A nwia. ¥ Momio okasaTscs, 910
OHM He BrioHe moaHn. CKopee Bcero HMH oBageno 310, JaBHO
ofbocHOBaBIlIeecs 30eCh.

Iotomy g0 IIpexHue, yxons u3 3eMenb JJomMH, ocTaBIIM
3a coboif HeMao MecT cwikl. HekoToprie M3 HUX AaBATH MUD
M 300pCBbe, H TOT, KTO POOKO CTymaJl B HMX, BBLIXOOWI
o6GHORNEHHBIIH Aywmoi u TteoM. Ho BcTpewanncs U apyrHe,
nocesmméHHble TeMe. M nonasieMy B Takoe MECTO BE3JIO, €CITH
OH noru6an cpasy. Xyxe, ropa3fio XyXe IpoJo/DKaTh XHTb KaK
co3llaHHE TeHH.

Ilepemo MHOIf cTpywica npu3padHbIii cBeT. S mogHsIa
ToJIOBY, IOCMOTpEJIa B OIHY CTOPOHY, B IPYTYIO, KaK cobaka,
JoBAlIan 3amax. Teneps ciel 6bU1 COBEpLIEHHO YHHYTOXEH
BeTpoM. OnHako 7 ObUIa yBepeHa, YTO HAY NnpaBWwibHO. U BOT
MBI TIpHOIM3WINCE K IBYM CTEJUIaM, CTOSIBLIMM APYT NPOTHUB
IpyTa, CJIOBHO B APEBHOCTH OHHM ObUIM dacThio BopoT. Ho
HHKAKMX CTE€H, TOJIKO 3TH CTONOHI, ¥ C MX BEPLIHH CTPYWIHCh
o6yayHbIe TOHKHE TOJIOCH! 3eJieHoBaToro cBeta. KaMHu aBHO
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OBUIM CO3IaHBI JHOABMH WIM KAKUMH-TO pa3yMHEIMM CYLIEC-
TBaMH, NIOXOXHe Ha cabiIi ¢ TOJICTHIMH JIe3BHSAMM. A Ha 60Kax
HX s yBHIENAa NOJYCTEépLIMECS OT BpeMEeHH YIIyO/lIeHus M
BBICTYTILI; CTOWIO TIPHCMOTPETLCS, H OHM HallOMHHAIM JINLA,
CTpaHHbIC JIMLIA, IJIMHHEIE H y3KHe, ¢ OONMBUIMMH KpPIOYKOBa-
THIMH HOCaMH, HaBHCAIOLIUMH HaJi OCTPRIMH NTOA6OPOIKAMH.
A emé MHe nokasanocs, 9TO IJIa3a, 3TH TEMHbIE YIITyOJIeHHA,
TIOBOPAaYHBAIUCh KO MHE — HE C HHTEpeCcOM WM Npeaynpex-
ZIEeHHEM, a B I'TYOOKOM BEKOBOM OTYasTHHH.

Huxakoro uanydeHus 371a s HE YIOBWIA, HO NPOXOAMWTH
MeXIy 3THMM cToJibamMH ‘He Xorejnochk. OqHAKO HMEHHO TyZa
yxonwia gopora. I 6sIcTpo HadepTana pyko# omnpenenEéHHbIC
CHMBOJIBI, TIOTOM TIOLIIA BIIEpEN, Bels 3a co00if Ha MoBOXY
®dannona.

3a cron6aMM OTKpLLIach y3Kasd, CJIOBHO pa3pe3 B 3eMIle,
NOJTMHA, YXOASINAas BHU3; €€ CTeHbl CTAHOBHINCH BCE BBILIE M
xpyue. 3nech 6610 cOBEpLIEHHO TEMHO, IOTOMY 4YTO IIPH3pay-
Hoe CHSHHE CIOa He IIPOHHKAJIO, H TIO3TOMY A 1IJIa OCTOPOXHO
M MeIJICHHO, KaK HaydWIach 3a rofibl BOHHBEI.

N Bc€ BpeMs NpUCTyIIHBAJIAch. 3a CTEHaMH JONMHBI CITBI-
1ajics IENOT BeTpa, HO 34eCh CTOsUIAa NOJIHAS THINHHA, XOTs
NOTOM MOH HanpsDKEHHBIHN CHyX YJIOBWI 3ByK. DTO MOTJIa OBITh
TOJIBKO TeKylias Boaa. B Bo3xyxe MovyBCTBOBAJIACh Bjara, U s

-UcnbiTasla obnerdenne. PauIOH MPOTHCHYJICI MHMO MEHH,
TOPONSCH YTOJHMTD XaXay.

Ho Tam, rae B IlycThiHe nMeeTcs Boa, MOT GBITH M JIarepb
TeX, Koro s npecinenosana. [IoaToMy s He cTajia TOPOITMTLCA U
caepxana noHH. OH GBIpKHYII, ¥ 3BYK 3TOT OTHAICA DIIyXUM
3xoM. Sl 3acThUIa, NPUCITYLINBAsCh B OXHUIAHMH OTBETAa. JTO
O3Havalo Obl, 9YTO MO Npuxol 3aMedeH. Eciau XHIIHHKM, 33
KOTOPBLIMH S 1IUIa, — JIOAH, Y HUX 3peHHe HE JOJDKHO OBITh
JIydie Moero, Jaxe Xyxe, IoOTOMy 9TO Y HUX HET — 5 Ha 3To
Hanesulack — Jlapa, XoTopblii noMor 651 MM.

M=l ocTopoxHO Hayanu cmyckatecd. M TyT Most o0yBb,
CKOJNIB3HYB TIO 3eMJie, HaTKHY/Iach Ha KAKOe-TO NpPENATCTBHE.
A HaxnoHmnace, nourynana pykamu. Heckonbko kaMHeit, a 3a
HHMH, He O9¢Hb JajieKo, Boa. S crapajach KaK MOXHO JIyd1ilie
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HAINYIIIBATH Tpory. Kimod 611 cneBa oT MeHA, IyTh BhIIE Ha
CKIIOHE YylIelbsl, ¥ H3 Hero Boja crekaja B 6acceiiH, y
KOTOpOIo, B CBOIO odYepellb, AOMIXECH OLITh CTOK C ApPYyroi
CTOPOHBI.

A HaGpana BoAHI B rOpcTh, MOHIOXaJNA. 3amaxa pacTBOPEH-
HBIX MMHEPAJIOB He ObLIO, H 3JI0M He naxio. [necHyna Bogoit
B JIMLIO NTOA LIUIEMOM, CMBIBasi MbUTh. [ToTOM Hanmnach M3 pyku
M OTOIBHHYNACh, ycTynas MecTo PauioHy. OH I rpOMKO, HO
51 6onbie He 6os1ack ObITh O6HapyXeHHOIi. Te, Koro s uckana,
31eCh IPOXOAWIH, Ja. OcBeXEHHBIA pa3yM ybexaan MeHA B
3ToM. Ho ceifyac no6JmM30cTH HHKAKOTO Jiareps He olylia-
JIOCB.

«J[I>XXepBOH!» — s IIpIXaJjia PYKH K I71a3aM, OTKHHYJIa LIUIEM
M CHOBa Mocjajla HIOyLIyIo Meicib. Ha MrHoBeHue TyMaH, C
KOTOPHIM S CTOJIKHYJIaCh paHbllle, paccTymwics. S KocHy-
Jaack... OH xuB! PaHeH, HO He Tsxeno! Ho Korna s moneiTanack
YCWINTb KOHTAKT, Y3HAaTh Yepe3 Hero YHCJIO M MPHPOAY TeX,
KTO €ro 3axBaTWi, CBS3b CHOBa IIpepBajiach, NMpHYEM TakK
HEOXMIAaHHO, CJIOBHO €€ NepepyOoriM MeYOM.

A noragsiBanach o IpUpoAe 3Toro BMeuareabersa. Kro-to
TaM BliepeqH OLIyLlaJ MOE IPHCYTCTBHE, HO TOJILKO Koraa s
nuitajgach cBa3aTbed ¢ JIxepsoHoM. IloToMy uro Korma s
BO3ABHUIJIA COOCTBEHHBIN Gapnep, ero HMKTO He KOCHYJICH.
Crpax Mol yMeHbLIMWICSA, NMPOOYAWINCh ApyrHe 3Mouud. B
MpPOILIOM MHE NMPHILIOCH OAHAXIBI CPA3HThCS C OYEHb APEB-
HUM 3JI0M, Cpa3UTbCAd OpYXHEM JIOOBU 3a Teno ¥ Ayuly
yesoBeka. Torma Moii 6pat DJMH oKa3ajics 3aXBa4€HHLIM B
npoxisgroM Mecre. 1 a Bcrynmuiaa B 60if, XOTH TO, 4YTO A
HMCILITBIBAJIA K DJIMHY, POAHOMY MHE ITO KPOBHY H POXEHHIO,
— Juub cnabas TeHb MO CPABHEHHMIO C TEM, YTO HATOIHSLIO
MOIO Iylly, Korga Ha MeHs cMmorpel JIxepBoH. A He mobmo
TOBOPUTH O ITyGoYaHIlIMX YyBCTBaX, HO B TaKH¢ MOMEHTHI A
TMIOHHMAIO, KaK TpPOYHO Iepervieuch HauM c JIXepBoHOM
cyns6bl. U Teneps A UCILITEIBAJIA GE1IEHYIO APOCTD K TEM, KTO
TILITAJICS Pa30pBaTh HX.

I1pu3HaBas 3Ty IpOCTH, 8 IIOTPY3WIACh B HE€, Yepnajia B HE
HoBbIEe cIbl. CTpax ocnabisgeT, a rHeB MOXET AaThb Me4 M 1LIUT,
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KOHEYHO, €CJIH YMeelllb €r0 KOHTPOJIUpoBaTh. B TeMHoTE, Y
HEBHMIMMOIO IIpyaa, s co3laBajia cebe HeBHIMMOE OpYXHUE,
OCTpHJA €ro. BTHM OpyXHeM He CMOXeT BJalleTh HMKTO,
Kkpome MeHs. [ToToMy 4TO OHO 6BUIO CKOBAaHO M3 MOETO pa3yMa
M YYBCTB, KaK Ky3Hell KyeT Me4Y M3 YHCTOTO MeTajlla.

2

Oxomuuk-npuspax

[yno 6sU10 MATH Aanblile B MONHON TeMHOTe. Sl pUcKoBaa
ynacTh U nepejaoMatbh KOocTH — cebe wim Pawony. U xora.
YYBCTBa 3BAJIM MEHSA BIEPEN, pa3yM H JIorHKa nobemwiu. TeMa
6bL71a TaKoii I'yCTOH, CIOBHO €€ mopoxaaia caMa 3eMusd. Tyun
HaBepXy 3aKpbIBUIM JaXe CBET 3BE3A.

S mopbulach B celeJIbHOM MelIKe M [JOCTajla HEMHOIO
JOPOXHOro xJe6a, TAKOro YEPCTBOro, YTO 110 HEOCTOPOXHOC-
TH 00 HEro JIETKO MOXHO ObUIO cjloMaTh 3y0bl. PazMouuB xiie6
B Bojie, A GONBbUIYIO YacTh ero ckopMwia QajuioHy, KOTODBIH
NOTOM JONTo eul€ ThIKajIcsA rybaMM MHeE B JIAAOHb B NOMCKAxX
kpourek. [ToroM Hampsrna Bomio ¥ Mocnaja IMOHU NpUKa3 He
yxoauts. HakoHel ierna Mexny XByMsl KAMHSIMH H YKpPbLAACh
TUIAaIOM — JOBOJBHO cj1aboif 3alIHUTOH OT IPOMO3IJIOro
BJIAXHOTO XOJIOAA.

" He cobupaiach cmaTh, HO YCTaloCTh Teda mnoGeawia
JUCUMIUITMHY MBICIIM, M 5 TIOTpYy3Wiach BO ThbMY, Jaxe Goinee
ry6oKylo, YeM Ta, YTo OKyThiBala MeHd. Bo TeMe aBuramuch
KaKHe-To CyLIeCTBa, U sl YyBCTBOBAIA UX MPUCYTCTBHE, O HAKO
HE HaCTOJBKO SCHO, YTOOBI MOHATH, KTO OHH.

ITpocHynach s HEOXHMAAHHO B CEPOCTH PAHHETO PacCBETa;
KTO-TO CJIOBHO N103BaJl MEHS 1T0 MMEHH WIH PSAAOM NpOTpyonIa
6oepas Tpy6a. Teneps A cMorna yBUIeTh GacceiiH M pyde€K
TexylueH B Hero Boabl. I1o apyryio cTopoHy o3eplia Ha XECTKOMH
TpaBe, He 3eJIEHOH, a NeneabHO-Cepol, MPHXBaYeHHOM XONOo-
oM, nacca QauioH.

C apyroii cTopoHBI 6acceifHa AeCTBUTENBHO UMEJICS CTOK,
He4yTo Bpofe KOpbITa, YXOAUBLIEro BHU3, B TyMaH. JlBUranace
S C TPYHOM, TeJIO 3aTeK/IO, HO MO3T OTAOXHYN, M s1 CHOBa
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TIOMCKAJIA YEPHOTY, B KOTOPOH CKPHIBAIIMCH JIXEpBOH U €ro
TIOXUTUTEITH.

OHa 6GbUIa Ha MeCTe, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 g He cAeJiajia OLMOKH,
NbITasACh MPOHUKHYTh B HEE U HACTOPOXHUTD TOTO, YbE NPUCYT-
CTBHeE 5 OLIYTWIa HaKaHyHe. Bo BcsikoM ciydae moka BIiepeau
JieXana TOJbKO OIHA IOpOTa — MeXIy KPYThIMH KaMEHHBIMHU
CKJIOHaMH, Ha KOTOPHIX U NIbLIEM He 3a 4TO yuenuTbesi. M Ha
3TUX CTeHaX BUIHBI ObUTU U306paXeHMsl, BBIBETPEHHbIE, U3b-
elleHHbIe BpeMEeHEM, KaK U Ha OXPaHHBIX CTeJIaX, — CIMIIKOM
NpaBWIbHbIE, YTOOBI ObITh CO3NaHHEM NMPHPOAbI, M CIMLIKOM
HeoObIYHbIe, YTOOBI 1 MoIIa MX NMOHATL. OgHako obiiue
OYepTaHMA 3TUX CUMBOJIOB MHE HE TOHPABWIKCh, TIOTOMY YTO
caMma ux ¢dopMa BBI3bIBAJIA AypHbIE TIPEIIYBCTBHA.

3aBTpakas ropcTKO# pa3MO4YEHHOTO B Boje Xeba, 1 peln-
TeJIbHO OTBOJWJIA B3IVIS OT 3THX TEHEBBIX KapaKyinb. HanpoTus,
CTapajlach paCCMOTPETb YTO-HUOYAb B TYMaHe, 3aMO/IHABLIEM
3TOT pa3pe3 B 3emie. Ml cHoBa npHcIylIuBaiach, HO HUYETO He
cIpllllajia, KpOME 3ByKa BOJBHI.

3anosIHUB cefeibHble OYTBUIKH, f cejla BEpXOM, HO II03BO-
muna QajuloHy MATH cBoMM iaroM. Jfopora Opula ycesHa
KaMHSMH, TYT M TaM €€ NepeKphIBAIN OChINM, 9epe3 KOTOPLIE
MBI TIPOOHpPAIUCh OYEHb OCTOPOXHO.

ITocTerieHHO MeHS OXBaTWIO OlLUYlLIEHWEe HOBOI OIacHOC-
TH; s TIpOAOJCKaja MNOAAEPXUBAaThb KOHTAaKT CO CTpaHHOM
YepHOTOM, KOTOpas, KakK f cYuTaja, fepxaia B ce6e Jbxepso-
Ha. BHayasne B Bo3ayxe NOSIBWICS NMPOCTO HENPUATHBIIA 3amax,
3amax THWIM, HO CO BpeMEeHeM OH CTAHOBWICS BCE CIIbHEe,
KakK GyAaTo s MpUOAMXKaiach K MECTYy, TA€ pasJjarajcs Yeu-to
Tpyn. ®amnoH ¢bIpKHYI, MOKPYTHI IOJIOBOH M IPOAOCIIKAI
HMATH TONBKO IO MOEMY HACTOSTHHIO.

CTpaHHO, HO B 3TOif YepHOTE s He Olilylliajia JpEeBHETO 314,
XOTS MCIIOJIb30BaJia Bce CHWIbI CBoero Mo3ra H [lapa, Bc€, yueMy
Hayyunach y Aydpuku, 1 4yTo y3Haia caMa. MCTOYHHKOB 3Toro
6apbepa s He 3Hajla — HO OBUIO SICHO, YTO HMCTOYHHMK HE B
mogax U He B IIpexHux. BnpoueM, 3a BcE BpeMsi OXOThl B
[TycTeiHe 51 HU pa3y He BcTpedanach ¢ I1pexXHHMU.

Xonoa TymMaHa oXBaTHJ1 MCHsI, Te1o oHeMeJo. CTpax nbITaji-
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¢S BRIPBaThCH M3 XeJEe3HBIX MYT, KOTOpPLIE S Hajela Ha CBOU
3MOLHMH. A 3a CTPaXOM — OTBpallleHUE U THEB.

S 3aMeTHna, YTO €Ny, MOJIOXMB PYKY Ha pyKodaTh Meya. Y
NPHCIIYHINBAIOCh, BCE BpeMs MPHUCIYLIMBAIOCh, XOTs1 HE CJIbl-
111aJ1a HHYero, KpoMe TonoTa KonbiT Pauiona u u3peaka 3BoHa
XKEJIE3HOH MOAKOBHI O KaMEHb.

TyMaH COMKHYyJCS, KaIUIM BJaru NOBHCAM Ha LUIEMe,
MACJISTHO 3aCBETWIHCH Ha KOJIbYYTE, CMOYWIH TUIOTHYIO 3UM-
Hiolo wepcth Pajuiona.

TTorowm...

JBixeHne!

DaToH MOIHS Ir'oNOBY H Pe3KUM pXaHbeM BhLIpa3wi CBOH
cTpax. B To Xe MrHoBeHHe Mep30CThb, KOTOPYIO S MOYYBCTBO-
BaJja, YCTPEMWIAch KO MHe.

M3 TymMaHa BBRIHBIDHYJ CIYLIEHHBIH c Llenm yxac. Toxe
BCaJHHK, KaK H 1, OQHAKO H3-3a KAKOTO-TO CBOMCTBAa TyMaHa
OH KasaJicd KpyTiHee MeHA. Ho exajl OH He Ha JIoLIaay U3 TUIOTH
M KPOBH, a Ha Irpyjie KOoCTeil, COEIMHEHHBIX THHIOLIEeH pa3na-
raouieifcs moreio. Jla ¥ caM BCaiHMK, KAK H €T0 JIOLIaAb, ObUI
OaBHO MEDPTB, XOTS M HajeJ€H KaKOHW-TO HOBOM YXKacHOi
XHM3HBIO.

Ero opyxuem 6bu1 He Mey, a yxac. S 3acTbu1a M oOpaTuiacek
K cBoeMy Jlapy. M TyT Xe moHs1a, YTO 3TO TaKOe — IMOPOXK-
JIeHHe JpeBHEro crpaxa U HeHaBHUCTH. OHO NMHUTaeTCss 3TUMU
SMOIMIMM, M KaXIblii pa3, momouiass UX, CTAHOBUTCH BCE
MaTepHaJIbHee.

Ero BbI3BaJi ¥ HAKOpMHI MOM THEB M Mo# cTpax. I morna
TNOKJLICTECA B 3TOM, KaK OyATO KOCHYJIach BLITSIHYTOH KOCTH
pyxu. U yxac QamnoHa Toxe nobaBn1 eMy cuil. YXac,
DIy0oYaiiimMi yMmagoK IOyXa OKYThIBal 3TO CYLIECTBO, KakK
IUIAlIOM.

DatoH monaTwicsd, 3apxan. CkejeT Jowagd B OTBET
LIHUPOKO PacKphUI NnacTb. S Goposiack ¢ NopaXEHHBIM YXacoM
XMBOTHBIM IIOJ0 MHOH M paoBajiach 3To# 60pp6e, MOTOMY YTO
OHa OTBJIEKAJIa MOif MO3T OT cTpaxa, KOTOpblii HEC ¢ coboM 3TOT
npu3pax.

Bo3BhHICHB rosoc, s, Kak 60eBoif Ky, IponU3Hecsa onpe-
Ien€HHble cnosa. Ho BcaiHUK He APOTHYJ, €T0 JIoLIanhb TOXE.
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A cobpana BCiO BOMO, YTOOB! OBNANETh CBOMMH JyBCTBAMH.
OTOMy CyLIECTBY I XHU3HHU TPEOOBATUCH YXac M OTYasHUe,
TIO3TOMY s JOJDKHA ObUIa cAepXHMBaTh CBOM UYBCTBa, TOIza y
Hero He OyIeT CWIBL...

®anoH moTes TaK CWIBHO, YTO BCIO Y3KYIO paclUe/IMHY,
Ka3aJioCh, 3aNOJHWI 3amaxX JollaguHoro mnora. Mosi Boisd
pacnpocTpaHWIach ¥ Ha MOHM, NPOYHO cAcpXuBas ero. OH
0oJIblIe HE pXaJl, JIMIIL HETPOMKO XpMIIeJ, KAK CMEPTEIbHO
PaHEHBIH YesIOBEK.

BTO CylIEeCTBO NMUTAJOCh CTPaXxoM, a be3 cTpaxa... S co3na-
BaJla YKpeIUIeHHe, CHOBA IPOM3HEC/Ia clIoBa BhidoBa. Ha aToT
pa3 He KpH4yaJia, OBJIaAeB ToJIocoM, KaK U PajuIoHOM.

CyliecTBO NPUGIN3WIOCE HAa pACCTOSHHE BBITIHYTOM PyKH,
€T0 3JI0BOHHUE 3allOJIHWIO HO3APH, B3DIAA Oe3rjia3oro yepena
6bpU1 ycTpeMIJIEH NIPSIMO Ha MeHs. Yl BOPYT... OHO pacTBOPWIOCH
B TyMaHe. QaJJIOH CHOBA 3aKpHYajl — He KaK XHBOTHOE, a KaK
YyeJIoBeK, H KpyITHas IpoXb Npobexaia 1o ero Teiry. A nocnaina
€ro BIepEl, U OH HEYBEpeHHO MOLIEN, a TyMaH IpoJoJCKall
KIyOHUTbCS BOKPYT, TOIJOLIAasl Hac.

Ho nnsa MeHst B 3TOT MOMEHT ObUIO JOCTATOYHO TOIO, YTO
yxac ucye3. SI cMyTHO Hazaeslach, YTO CBEAEHHS, KOTOpHIE S
3HaJIa O TaKMX CYLIECTBaX, ObUITM MCTHHHBI: OHH TATOTEIOT K
omnpeelEHHBIM MeCTaM, Iie CIWIbHble 3MOLIMHU BIIEpBbIe NPH-
3BAJIM UX K XHU3HHU.

[Ipoesxkas GeperoM HEIWIMPOKOTO py4bsi, s ycJIbIlIajla HO-
Bble 3ByKM — He cIiepeld, a c3agu. BHauaje ciaGble, OHM
TIOCTENNEHHO CTAHOBWINCH cWibHee. [locipliancs cTyK Ko-
IBIT, TPOMKHUH M 4YacThlI, CJIOBHO KaKOM-TO BCaAHHK C
6e3paccyJHO#M CKOPOCTHIO CKAKAJ N0 KAMEHHCTOMY YHIEJbIO.
IToToM nocnelnanucek rojoca, 30BylIHe H3 TYMaHa, XOTs CJIOB
pa3obparh 1 He MOIJIa, 3ByKH JOHOCHJIHChH CMEILIaHHBIE M
HcKax€HHble. Ho mo-mpexHeMy Ka3ajioch, YTO c3aid MIET
oxota. Y MEIc/IeHHO s yBHIEIa CTPaHHYIO KAPTHHY: KO MHE BO
BECh ONOP HECETCA BCAAHMK, HU3KO NMPUTHYBUIMICA K 00e3y-
MEBLIeH JIolaay, a 33 HUM I'OHUTCS HeBUAUMBIN yXac.

Tak oT4€T/THBA M sicHa ObUIa 3Ta KAPTHHA, 9TO, 1OGpaBLIUCH
0 TPyl KAaMHeEH, K KOTOPOH MOXHO NPUCJIOHUTBCS CIIMHOM,
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s IOBEpHY/ach H o6Haxw1a Med. YTO-To ¢ LIIyMOM NPOJIETENIO
MHMO, 1 N30 BCeX CHJI YXBaTHJIAChH 3a Y31y, ToToMy uTo PasuioH
roToB ObU1 oHecTH. OAHAKO U3 TyMaHa He NMoKa3aJIoCh HHYETo
MarepHanbHoro. CHOBa JjpeBHHE TEHU OOMaHy/IM MEHA.

S HanpsXE€HHO XIaja INpecieAyolero 3Toro OAUHOKOIo
BCaIHUKA M3 JAJEKOINo IpOlLJIONO, HO HHUYEero He ObLIO.
Hudero, xpoMe TpeBOXHOTIO OLIYLIEHHS, YTO 34E€Ch, B TYMaHe,
HaBcerla 3aKmO9eHbl OCTAaHKHM JPEBHEIO yXaca. YCTBIIHMB-
IIMCh TAaKO#W c/IaGOCTH H OTCYTCTBHS caMooOnamaHus, f
OBHHYJIACh Jaiblile, Ha 3TOT pa3 Beada Pawiona, maas ero
roJIOBY H HETPOMKO pa3roBapHBas C HUM, BHYllasd €My YBEPEH-
HOCTB, KOTOPOIif caMa He ollylania.

JlonmmHa Havala pacLIMPATHLCS. A BeTep, CBUCTEBLINIH BIOJIb
CTEH, pa3phiBal TyMaH, NpUOGHBaJ €ro XOJOZOM, KOTOPLIH
npuHOCHI ¢ coGoit. Ho BeTep mpHHEC U Koe-4To elllé — 3amnax
JAPEBECHOTO JbIMa, 3allaX HeJaBHO IIOTaclliero KocTpa.

MbI npHGIM3WINCH K TTOBOPOTY CTeHBI, KOTOpas CIYXIUIa
HaM IPOBOXHHKOM B Mcue3alolleM Temneph TyMaHe. S oTmyc-
TIna nosoj PayUtoHa, MpHKa3aja eMy XAaTh, 2 CaMa OCTOPOXHO
Tono3ja Brepén, XoTa Moii Jlap He 06HapyX1BaJl NPUCYTCTBHA
gesoBeka. Ho B IlycTeiHE Bc€ BO3MOXHO; BO3MOXHO U TO, YTO
Y BCTaBUIUX JIaTepeM €CTh KaKas-To 3aluTa oT Moero Jlapa.

Ha, 3necs 6501 mareps. HenaBHO moTyiieHHEBIH KOCTED elué
ewibHO nax. C ofHOI CTOPOHEI €r0 OTMeYasl KOHOBA3E JIolIa-
JUHBIA NOMET. S ssIcHO BHAEIa MHOXECTBO NEepeceKaBLIMXCS
CJIeIOB, XOTd He OYeHb 3aMETHLIX Ha necke U rpaBun. Ho B3op
cpa3y IpMKOBaJl pPUCYHOK Ha CKajle. 3T0 He paboTa IPOLLIBIX
JIeT; CUMBOJIbI OBUTH HAapHCOBaHbI HEAABHO, OHH HUCKOJIBKO HE
MoCTpajaji OT BETpa WIH IeckKa.

I'py6o HabpocaHHOE N306paXeHHe ToJIOBH KAKOTO-TO XH-
BOTHOIO — BOJIKA WJIM CODaKd, a MOXET, TO M HApyroe, —
NepeIvIeTalIoch € APYTrMM, ropaszio Gonee CIOXHBIM M Kayec-
TBEHHEBIM pUCYHKOM. I oOHapyXwia, 9To CTOI0 nepen HUM U
YyTh JIX HEe MPOYEPUMBAIO IAIBLIEM €TI0 JIMHUH B BO3IyXe.

Oco3HaB, 9TO Jenalo, s OTOEPHYJIA PYKy Hasal, cXaB B
KyJlaK. DTOH HayKH 5 He 3Hajla, HO OHa CWIbHasA. M onacHas...
B 3TOM CHMBOJIE OLIy1IaJIaCh KAKAS-TO HEMPHUATHAS YyXIOCTb,
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OH BBI3bIBAJI HACTOPOXEHHOCTh. M XoTa nonHoro ero cMeicia
A He MOHHMMAaJIa, MHE NI0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO 3Ha4YeHHeE IepeIvieTe-
HHUA H300paxeHui sicHo. B JlonMHax cyulecTByeT ApeBHUI
OOBIYaii: KOTa yCTAaHABIUBACTCS IIMTEIbHBIA MHP WIH COIO3,
JIOpIbl 006X CTOPOH COBMECTHO NMOAOMPAIOT MECTO Ha rPaHU-
i€ CBOMX BJIAJE€HHI M BBHIPE3aIOT CHMBOJIBI CBOHMX PpOJOB,
nepeIvIeTEHHBIE TAKNM Xe 00pa3oM.

Tak 4yro mepeno MHOH ObUIO NOKA3aTEALCTBO TOIO, YTO
pa30oiHMKHN, KOTOPLIX S NpeciieoBaja, NEeHCTBUTE/ILHO 3a-
KITIOYIWTH COI03 C KAKHUM-TO oburatesneM I1ycTHIHM He CBOMX
KPOBH H IUIeMeHU. U X0oT4 51 nono3pesana 310, cienys 32 HUMH
1O YLIENbIO, TIOATBEPXAEHHE He NMPUHEC)IO obIerdyeHus.

3HaTb HEMHOTO, HEIOCTAaTOYHO — 3TO MeHs yrHeTaso. Eciu
OBl 1 MOIVIa pa3rajaTh 3TOT OPYrol CHUMBOJI, MOXET, MOHSIA
OBI, C KeM MIpUOETCA UMETD Aesio. U oObIcKMBast ocTaBIeHHBII
J1areps, 1 HacTpowia cBoii Jlap Ha ciieas! HedesioBedeckoro. Ho
BIieYaTVICHUS IIOJlydaja TOJILKO O pa3boOHHHKAX, OMACHBIX M
ONHOBPEMEHHO OTYasIBUIUXCS.

JIxepBoH 6bU1 31€Ch, TO-TIpeXHEMY elI€ XHBO. I roToBH-
JIach K TOMY, YTO Hai{ly ero MEpPTBBIM, IIOTOMY YTO ITyCTBIHHbIE
BOJIKM He 6epyT IUIEHHBIX. YTO Xe UM HyXHo oT Hero? Wy ol
BCEro JMIIL CIYTHM U opynusa apyrod cwibl? S Bcé Gonbiue
ybexnanache, 4To TocjieAHee cripaBeinBo. HeBo3MoxHo 6p110
OTPHLIATh, YTO OHH NPHUBEH €TI0 CI0Na C KAKOH-TO LEIBIO.

3a roas! npebpiBaHUg Y AyGpHKH 1 XOPOLIO YCBOWIA, YTO
CYLIECTBYIOT ABE Pa3HOBHAHOCTHM TOTO, YTO He HaleI€EHHbIE
JapoM Ha3bIBaIOT «Marueii» WiH «KoJIoBcTBOM». Bomue6cTBo
KOHTaKTa, KOTOpOe sl HCIIOJIb30BaJIa, YTOOBI BhICAEAMTh [IXep-
BOHa, ONMHPAIOCh Ha aMyJIeT Y MEHS Ha llee — CTpaHHBIi
KaMeHb B ¢opMe Ila3a; 3TOT KaMeHb JIKepBOH HalUEN eué
MaJbYMKOM M HOCWI €ro ¢ coboif Ha cyacThe, a MOTOM, BO
BpeMs Halllero 00pydeHHs, OTAAJ MHE, IOTOMY YTO 3a BCE NOJbI
BOMHBI He IPHOGPEN HHKAKOTO IPYTOTo NoJapKa st HEBECTHI.

Ho ectb ¥ cuMnaTHdeckoe BOIIEOCTBO, KOTOPOE AEHCTBY-
€T B COOTBETCTBMM C 3aKOHaMH COBMNAIeHHUs, M Temepb s
NPUIOTOBWIAch obpaTuTbca K HeMy. M3 cBoelt Jekapckoif
CYMKHM f JOCTaJIa SICEHEBYIO NAJOYKY, OYHLUCHHYIO OT KOpbI
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TIDH CBeTe JIYHH M TIepeBA3aHHYIO cepe6psaHoit MPOBOIOKOMH.
Cepebpo — MeTtayl JyHbl. 1 BOT s BcTala nepea 3THM
CHMBOJIOM Ha CKajJle M HallpaBWia Ha HEro MNajJoykKy — He
JJIMHHEee Moeii JIJAIOHH BMeCTe C NaTbLiaMH.

IIpyT B Moeit pyKe HeMeUIEHHO OXIU1, HO He CTal Ipoyep-
YMBaTh IMHUU CHMBOJIA, @ U30THYJICS, CTpEMSCh TIOBEPHYThCA.
Byaro cxopee ObUT roTOB ObLT BBICKOYMTb M3 DYKH, deM
TIpUOIU3UTLCA K H300paxeHu10. M 1 moHs1a, yTo 3ano103puia
NpaBWILHO, YTO 3TO CMMBOJ TbMbI, OT KOTOPOTO OTLIAaThIBa-
ercsa Caer.

A xocHynach npyra KaMHeM-IJIa30M, KOTOpPBIA H3B1IeKIa
HM3-TIOJ KOJIb'TYyTH, NMOTEPIA KAMHEM OIHY CTOPOHY Nasl04YKH,
noToM Ipyryio. [lotoM cHoBa NpOTAHY/a NpPYT, JEIKO Jepxa
ero. M oH onAaTh NMoBepHYJCA, Ha 3TOT pa3 yKa3bIBasl Briepél.

buTBa B TYMaHe CO CTpaxoM CJIMLIKOM OTpa3i1ach Ha MOMX
BHYTPEHHHMX CIWIaX; OOJIblLI¢ S He MOIa 1nosiaraTbcs Ha MbIC-
JIeHHBIH ITOKCK TeX, 3a KeM Hay. Ho Teneph MoMM Hal€XHBIM
yKa3zaTeseM CTajl IPYT, eMy S Moria BepHTh. [1o3ToMy g cHoBa
cejla BepXOM M, IepXa NpyT B pyKe, Bblexala M3 Jarep,
TIOBEpHYBLINUCH CIIMHOM K NepeIUIETEHHBIM CHMBO.IaM Heyec-
THBOTO COl03a.

JonuHa pacimMpuiack elné Gosploe, Bpole Obl BHIXOIS HA
PaBHMHY. S yBUIeNa depeBbs, TakKlie XXe HCKPHRIEHHBIE, KaK
KYCTHI, YBHIOEJAa MOHOJMTHl M Ipyabl KaMHeil. 3To GbLTH
BBIBETpUBIIHMECS OCTaHKU PYHMH, TaKMX IpeBHHX, YTO HX He
MOIJIO OCTaBHTb MO€ TUIeMS.

CHOBa NOKA3aJIHCh CIelbl, HO OY€Hb CKOPO MBI ITOIbeXaTU
K MecTy, Ille cledbl pe3KO NMOBOPaYMBATH HampaBo. O1HaKo
MpYyT He U3MEHWI HallpaBIE€HHUSA, OH MO-IpeXHeMy YKa3blBaT
npsiMo Briepéa. Mox#Ho 6bU10 cie1aTh TOTbKO OJHO 3aKTio4e-
Hue: [IxepBoH 6onplie He ¢ 6aHNOl, 3aXBaTHBLIEH ero.

Moxert GBITh, MO THMH CHMBOJIaMU ITPOU30LIL1Ta KAKAS-TO
BCTpeya, U ero nepenanu JIpyroMy, yeii 3HaK ObLT H306paxEH
Ha ckane? A cnemmwnace U ¢ TeplieHHEM CledOITbITa cTala
ocMaTpuBaTh 3eMmo. M 6pU1a Bo3HarpaxiaeHa, o6HapyxHB
cnaberlii cnen. OTpsan NeCTBUTE TLHO CBEPHYT HANIpaBo, HO IBE
JolIaay NMpoaoDKaI¥ MOTH npsaMo. Y Ha o1HoOM H3 HHX exan

JXxepBoH.
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Ecnu ¢ HUM ocTajIcd CTPAXHUKOM TOJIBKO OOUH pa36oiftHuK
— s nepeBesia AbIXaHME... DTO MOXET 03Ha4YaTh LIAHC OCBO6O-
IMTb €ro, NpMJYEM BEPOSITHOCTD ycIiexa Beluka. I cHoBa cena
BepxoM H 3acTaBuwia PaloHa UATH OBICTpee, HaNPSXEHHO
BCMaTpHBAasICh BIEPEN.

3

Jacmuviéuiee naama

3mech, Ha paBHUHE, BeTep OKOHYATe/ILHO pasHEC TyMaH, U
BHIMMOCTS YIy4lIWiack. ¥l BcKope s yBUzAesa BOaIH BCIBILIKY
cBeTa. Ho sgcHo 6bU10, YTO 3TO HE KOCTEP, @ CKOpee KaKOoH-TO
MasK. ,

KaMHHU OIpeBHHX pyWH INPUOIH3WINChL, 0Opa3ysd oOpyllUUB-
1IMecs CTeHBI, KOoe-Tie BO3BhILICHUS, MOXET, Ha MeCTe CTeJUI
WM gaxe craryii. He O4YeHb CWIBHO BLIBETpPEHHbIE, OHH
COXPaHSUIH CXOJCTBO C APeBHHMH YyJOBULIAMH ¥ TIPOU3BOAM -
JI¥ cJleTKa HeMpHUATHOE BliedaTJeHHe. borm wiu crpaxXHuku?
Y10 MOXET cKa3aTh YeJIOBeK, XUBYIIMIl ceronHs?

ITokasanock COJIHIIE, HO 3[E€Ch 3TO OBUI AaXe He OJeqHBII
CBET CepellMHBbl 3MMbI, a TYCKJIO€ MCTOLIEHHOE CBEYCHUE, B
KOTOpOM HHMYTO He COIpeBajio HU Telo, Hu ayury. Ilo-
TpeXHeMy TeHU LEIUIJIMCh 33 KaMHH, XOTS 51 pelIMTENIbHO
OTKa3bIBAIaCh CMOTPETh Ha HUX. S 3HalI0 CWIy WLUIIO3MH,
IIOTOMY YTO ¢ Heli MHOroe cBs3aHo B [lape.

Ilepeno MHOI MOAHMMANIACh CTEHAa M3 MACCHBHEIX 0JIOKOB,
HeKoTophle OBLIM BbIllle MEHS, JaXe KOIga s BEpXOM Ha
Dannone. C Helo BpeMs 000LLIOCH He TaK XecToko. bneaHoe
COJIH1IE BBICEKAJIO JIeASHOM OTOHb M3 CepO-06e/bIX KpUCTAIUIOB
Ha e€ NoBepXHOCTH. S HampaBWIAach K ETMHCTBEHHOMY IPOXO-
Iy B 9TOH CTeHe, K BOpOTaM, TAKUM y3KUM, YTO OZHOBPEMEHHO
Yyepe3 HUX MOT NPOMTH TONbKO OAMH YeIOBeK.

IIpyT B Moeii pyke Hayal pBaTbcA TaK CWIBHO, 4TO S C
Tpy#OM ero yaepxwubaia. Ero omieTéHHbIi cepeOGpoM KOHEL]
yKa3aJl Ha TEMHOE IIFITHO Ha CTeHe Ha ypOoBHe Moero oeapa.
KpoBb — M KpOBb TOTIO, KOTO 51 HCKaja!
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O6ompslo MeHA TONBKO TO, YTO NATHO HeGomblioe M
eOIWHCTBEeHHOoe. B ToM, uTO [IXXepBOHA 3aXBaTHJIM IOCJIE YIIOP-
HOTO COMPOTHRIEHM, 60pbObI, 51 ObUIa yBepeHa. OH CIIMIIKOM
ONBITHBIA BOMH, YTOOBI B3SITh €I0 JIETKO, U TeJia, KOTOPHIE S
BHIENAa B HallleM IOCJIEIHEM Jiarepe, CBUAETEILCTBOBAIN 00
ero yMeHMH 3auuiuathesi. Ho 310 6511 nepBLIit 3HaK TOTO, YTO
OH paHeH. fI mocMoTpesyia BHU3, TIOJ HOTU, OXWAAs YBUIETb
HOBBIE TATHA.

CreHa oKa3zajach nepBoii U3 TpEX. 1 oHM pa3MyaIuch.no
LIBETy, NIOTOMY YTO Il€epBasd, HECMOTPs Ha KpHMCTaJUIhl, ObLIa
cepoii, XaK Bcs octasbHad IlycTeiHs. Bropas, B gBaauaTtu
1Iarax 3a IepBoif, — Tyckio-3eiéHas. [IpuyéM He oT pacTu-
TEJIbHOCTH, 3€J€EHLIMH OBUTM C3MM KaMeHHBbIe OI0KH.

A TpeThsl — pXaBO-KOPHYHEBO-KPAacHasi, liBeTa BrICOXIEeH
KPOBH, M KAMHHM €€ OBUTH ropasio MeHblle. A npoxox — el
6oJiee y3KHif; 3ech, HECMOTPS Ha BCE AYDHbIe NIPEAYyBCTBHS,
MHe NPMIIUIOCH CJIE3Th C JIOLIAAW M MATHU Jajpuie MELIKOM.

Ecnn Ha 3Toil cTeHe M IOMNaNaiuch KpoBaBhle IIATHA,
00o3HavYaBlIKe TPoxox JIXepBoHa, MX CKphIBaJa €CTECTBEH-
Has okpacka kaMHs1. [Iepero MHOM 0Ka3asioch NPSIMOYTOJIBHOE
31aHKe, YYTh BhILIE CTeHbI, 63 OKOH, Mpa4yHoe, TIOCTPOEHHOE
M39EPHOTO JIMIIEHHOTO b1ecKa KaMHs, CJIOBHO M3 TeHeil. U u3
KpBIIIM 3TOrO 3JaHuA, Opocas BBI30B YIPIOMOMY COJIHLLY,
noaHUMaJICA ay4 6GIeqHOrO CBEYEHMH, O3apsBLIETO OKpec-
THOCTH.

Tenepy, nonoiiag 6mixe, 9 3aMeTWIA, YTO JIy4Y ITY/IbCHPO-
BaJl, KAK BEYHO MeHAIOLIHECs A3bIKU IulaMeHu. Ho s 6buia
yBEpEHa, YTO 3TO He OTOJIECKH IopsLIero Jepesa.

OKOH B 34aHUH He OBUIO, 3aTO B KAMHE CTEHHBI OTKDBIBAJICS
DIyOoKuii IBepHOM NPOEM; TAaKOM NTyOOKHit M TEMHBIH, YTO HE
ObUIO BHAHO, €CTb JIM TaM, BHYTPHM, KakKas-To mperpana. A
OCTaHOBMJIACh, HCCJIeAyd C IIOMOLIBIO CBOMX YYBCTB, YTO
HaXOOHUTCs Nepefo MHOM, IIOTOMY YTO ecJid Obl cjleno pBaHy-
JIaChb HaBCTpedy ONAacHOCTH, TO HE INoMomia 6sl HU cebe, HH
JXxepBony.

Cryx? Hu 3ByKka, He GbUIO CJIBIIIHO JaXe B3NOXOB BeTpa B
HMCKPHMBJIEHHBIX BETBAX ¥ CKOJIb3MBLIEM necke. O6ousuue? He
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YYBCTBOBAJIOCH AaXe CJa0oro 3amaxa rHMeHHs, KOTOphIi Ha-
CTOPOXWI MeHs B AoNuHe npu3pakoB. 3peHue? ImybGoxmit
BXOJ, ITyJbCHMpYIOllee IUIaMsl, NIOBEPXHOCTb MEXAY MHOH H
IBepblo 0e3 Besikux cienoB. OcsazaHue?..

A nopHsIA PYKY ¢ JIeXaBUIMM Ha 1IaloHH nipyToM. OH cHOBa
3aleBeTWICS, Hayal Bc€ OBICTPee pacKayuBaThCs U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY, ITOKAa COBEPIIEHHO HE Pa3BepHYJICA U He MOKa3aJl
Ha MeHsl, BepHee Ha3ajll, Ha POXOo[, Yepe3 KOTOPhIH 51 TOJIBKO
YTO NMPOTUCHYNACh. JlOCTaTOYHO SCHOe MpeaynpexaeHue. To,
YTO HaXOAWIOCh BliepeqH, ObUIO UCKITIOYUTENLHO BpaXaeOHO
CWIaM, KOTOpHI€e s TpU3bIBajia Ha noMouns. U 51 6bU1a yBepeHa,
YTO €CJIM CHeJIal0 HECKONBKO IMOCJIeIHHX 1IaroB U NpoMay B
IOBEpHOi NPOEM, TO OKAXYCh B ONMACHOCTH, Gonplmeil, yeM
Jle3BHe pa30oOHHUKA WIM NPHU3PAYHBbIii OXOTHHK.

Ecmu 681 TONbKO 51 6onbine 3Hana! Korma-To s BCTynmuia B
6GUTBY C OTHHUM M3 3JIbIX [IpeBHUX, He Mogo3peBasd 06 onacHoc-
TH, He 3Has IPOTHBHHKA, BOOPYXEHHASI TOILKO CBOUM OeTHBIM
opyx#eM. B TOT Yac xo MHe Ha moMoub NpuILEN [XXepBoH (a
BeIb €My, He obnanaloieMy JlapoM, HYXHO GBUIO OIacaThCs
ropa3sfio 6onbllie), OH pacCYUTHIBAJ TOJILKO Ha CBOIO XpabpocTh
M CWIY XOJIOOHOTO XeJjie3a.

Heyxemn s caenaio Menbite? Crosi Tak, IepXa B pyKe
OMBILIUICS B TaHUKE CTEPXEHb, S AyMaJla O TOM, KEM CTaJl IJIA
MeHd JIxepBoH. BHavajie HeXelaTebHbIN CIIYTHHK BO BpaX-
JAe6HoIli 3eMJ1e: sl onacanack, YT0 OH IIoMelliaeT MHE JOCTUTHYTh
Heau. 3ateM...

Mos xu3Hb Tenepb cBf3aHa ¢ JXepBoHOM, Gojplie s He
Morjia 3Toro oTpuuarts. M Kakas Obl cwia HU NMpPHUBIEKIA €ro
c104a, y He€ MoIvIa OBITh TOJIBKO OHA LIeJIb — YHHITOXHTD €10
— a; MOXeT, u MeHs Toxe. Ho s npuHana 3To ¥ HanpaBWiach
K IBEpH.

OnHako HMKakKoii ABepH He ObUT0. Kak TONBKO S BCTyrmia
B TEHb NpoéMa, MEeHS OKyTajla ryctas TeMa. Sl mogHecna npyt
K rybaM, IyHyJsia Ha Hero ¥ IPOM3HEcJIa TPH CJIOBa.

U B nampuax y MeHS BCHBIXHYI KpOILIEYHBIH OTOHEK,
cna6blif, He GoJbllle MU3HHIIA, KaK A3bIK cBeud. Ho Korma oH
BCTIBIXHYNI, 1 TIy6oKo B3noxHyna. Iloka s He HCHBITHIBaIA
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HHKaKoro namneHus. IToka s ogepxana nobGeay, mMycTh Jaxe
CHMBOJIMYECKYIO. ¥

B ToT, npouwiblii pa3, MHe MIPOCTO TMOBE3NO, NIOTOMY 9TO
MOM{ NMPOTUBHHUK OBUI MOTY4Y H HE YBHAEI BO MHE NOCTOHHOIO
conepHuka. 1 notoMy He ycres MCHOJIb30BaTh NPOTHB MEHS
BCIO CBOIO CHIY, OBUIO yXe CIIMUIKOM No3aHo. Tenepp Xe g He
3HaJia, YTO MEHS XAET, H He MOIJIa pacCYMTHIBATh Ha TaKOE Xe
BE3EHHE.

B MecTax IIpexHux BpeMs 4acTO UCKAXKaeTCs U MEHAETCS.
IIaMAaTh YenoBeyecTBa TOJIHA JeT€HIaMH O JIOIAX, KOTOpbIe
obwanucek ¢ obnanaoumMyu Cunoii JeHb WIM Iofl, 2 BEpHYB-
1IMCh, OOHAPYXUBAJIH, YTO B MX MHP€ MPOLLIO ropaso 6oJibliie
BpeMeHH. U Terniepb MHE NMOKa3aj1oCh, YTO BpeMs 3aMeI/IJIOCH.

CaMa TbMa, KOTOPYIO IMOYTH HE Pa3rOHsUI MOW cCaObIi
OTOHEK, NpeBpaTWIACh B ITOTOK JIMIIKOH INIMHBI WIH 3bI0y4ero
necka, KOTOphI OXBAaTHWJI MOM HOTHM, H MHE NPHUXOAWIOCH
npuwiaratb HeMaible (U3MYECKHE YCWINS, YTOOBI BCE-TAKH
uaty Brnep€n. Ho HUKakuX APYTUX IMOCSATaTENCTB Ha MeHS
MoKa He OKa3hIBaIOCh. ¥ MEHS MOCTENEHHO CIOXWIOCH BIIe-
YyaTJleHHe, YTO pa3yM, CO3AaBLIMA 3TO MeCTO MIA CBOEi
3alIMTHI, YeM-TO 3aHAT, HACTOJBLKO NMOMIOIIEH CBOMM 3aHATH-
€M, YTO TIOK2a M He MOAO03peBaeT O MOEM NPHCYTCTBUH.

H 31a MbIC/b, KaK ¥ OTOHEK B pyKe, noadoapwia MeHsa. Ho
s1 He MorJIa JOJITO PacCYMTBHIBATh Ha 3Ty COCPEJOTOYEHHOCTD.
B mo6oe MrHoBeHHME OHa Morjla OBITh HapyllleHa KaKo#-To
HEBUAUMOMN CUTHAJILHOM CHCTEMOM, M TOrja oH oOpaTHT Ha
MeHS CBO€ BHMMaHHe.

A1 6oponachk ¢ JUNKMM IIOTOKOM, C TPYAOM Aejas luar 3a
waroM. Kazanoch, myTh 3aHAn yxe dYacel. Teso Gosneno oT
YCHWINIi, ¢ KOTOPBIMH NPHXOAWIOCH NpoaBUraThes. EE oquH
LUAr...

Tak cTpeMuTesieH ObUT Mepexol OT MOJHOM ThbMHI K CBETY,
YTO Ha JBa-TPM BIoXa s coBepluieHHO ocnervia. [ToroM, Muras,
CHOBa cMoryia BuAeTh. Sl Haxogwiack B KPYTJIOM NMOMELIEHHH
C OByMsl GONBIIMMM KpecsaMM, NpeAHa3sHaYeHHBIMH IS TO-
pasno 6onee KpPYIIHBIX CYLIECTB, YeM desloBeX. Kpecna crosin
HanpoTHB ApPYT Apyra, a MeXAy HUMH B CepeiMHE CHI
OCJIETINTENIbHLIH CTOJNO.

147



IToToMm a noHsANa, 9TO 3TO HE CTOJNO, CKOpee 3aKPYIVIEHHBI
TNIOTOK HeTpephIBHOIO cBeTa. OT 3TOro csera He MCXOIWIO
HHKAKOIO TeIUIA; TOJILKO €ro NeperBbl HATIOMUHAIM IUIaMA.

BHyTpH y MeHs 3a3BeHeJI CUTHaJI TpeBoru. S cpa3y oTsena
B3DIAA. 3[ech HAaXOOWINCh CepALIEBUHA, 1ieJib U Ha3HayeHuUe
3TOoro Mecra. Sl crosna 3a OnMXKadIOMM KpECJIOM, 33 €ro
CNIMHKOM, HO BTOpOe MHE TOX€E XOpolllo 6bU10 BUAHO. YTOo-TO
yTIaJIO € €70 INMPOKOTO CHACHHS M TeTIeph JIeXaJIo Ha IOJY, KaK
TpyAa M30pPBaHHBIX TPATIOK.

JxepBoH?..

CoenaB mmar K 3TOMY, HECOMHEHHO MEDTBOMY Cyad IIO
NOJIOXEHHWIO TeJla YeJIOBEKY, S SCHO YBHAENa ero JHLO,
obpallléHHOe K CBETY, LIMPOKO PacKpHIThie B yXace I1aza.
HEPOBHYIO 6opoaky. OnuH n3 pa36oitHUKOB?

Torna rne AxepBoH?..

TinaTensHO OTBOIA B3MISAA OT MAHSIIETO, IPUTATHBAIOIETO
OTHS, 1 060THYIa KpecJio nepel coboil. JIa, ToT, Koro g Hckaia,
cuzen 3nech. Pyki 1 Horu y Hero 6bUTH cBsidaHbl. IllneM ucyes,
06 mepecekana rpyGo IepeBs3aHHas paHa, a IeKa Obuia
BbIMa3aHa KpOBLIO.

OH — xuB?

A nporanyna pyky. IIpyt 3aapoxain. [la, B HEM coXpaHaIach
WCKpa XW3HM, YNIpSIMO yAepXuBaeMmasd ero Bojieil M Xxpa6-
pocteio. Ho HemoaBIDKHBIE IVIa3a €ro GLUIM yCTpeMJIEHBI K
OTHEHHOMy CTOJIGy, M S 3Hajla, YTO Ye/loBeK, KOTOpOro s
McKana, Telneph TaM, B 3TOM IUIAMEHH.

A Morna caenats oaHO M3 AByX. BHavane s Ge3paccymHo
nonpo6oBajia MLICIeHHbI nouck. HeT, ero cosnanue 6ruto
CIIMIIKOM HCTOLIEHO, HHKAKOTO oTBeTa. Ecy Xe nomnsIrarscs
M3BJIeYb €r0 U3 IUIaMEHH, 1 MOIVIa ITIOMeLIaTh €ro COGCTBEH-
HBIM YCHWIHMSIM M TOTepATh ero. B JIxepBoHe ecTh orpoMHas
cwia. f MHOIO pa3 BHA€JIa ero B JEHCTBUY 3a T€ TOAbI, YTO MBI
NpOBEJIH BMeCTe, KaK TOBapHIIM M JIOOGOBHUKM (PEIKO TaKoe
COBIajiaeT, HO MMEHHO TaK ObUIO Yy Hac).

HTax... 1 1o/okHa 6bLUIa IocjieqoBaTh 3a HUM — B IUIaMA.
Berpetutbes ¢ Cunoii Ha €€ TEppHUTOPHH.

Ecymi 651 ToNbKO g 3Hana Gonviue! B GeccibHOM pasapa-
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XeHHMH A CTHCHyna pyku. Ilepemo MHOH crosiia cwia, ¢
KOTOpOIi # paHbllle He BcTpedanach. S He 3Hanma, cMory Ju
yCTOSTS Ilepel] Helo — co cBouM JlapoM. B cBoeili cobcTBeHHOM
KpeNnocTH OHAa MOIVIa OKa3aThCi HenobeJHMOid.

A MemneHHO NMOBepHyJach M NMOCMOTpesia Ha MEPTBOTO
pa36oitHuKa. OH ObUI IMILEH BCel XM3HEHHOM CHIbI, OKa3aJl-
cs1 6onee N€rKoit no6srueit, yem JdxepBoH. M ynan Tak, cioBHO
€ro TPe3pUTEIbHO OTOPOCHIIN.

Ho s 3nana /IxepBona. 1 Teneps OCHOBHIBATaCh Ha 3TOM
3HaHMH. becnosne3Ho GBUIO YHOCHUTH OTCIOZA €ro TeJo, JAaXe
€CJIM TUIaMs 3TO No3BoJIUT. [IoToOMy YTO TOTZ]a OH HE CMOXET
BEpHYTh TO, YTO INOTEPSUI. A 3TO AOIXHO OBUIO K HEMY
BEPHYTBCH...

BepHyThca — Kak?

A 6bU1a B oTyasgHUH. 3Hech JIeTKO OBUIO MOTEPATH BCE: €ro
XH3Hb, MOIO M, BEPOSITHO, Jaxe OoJblile, YeM MPOCTO HAlIH
x13HU. Ho apyroro nytu s He BMIea.

51 HanpaBUsIach KO BTOPOMY KpECITy, CTapasCh He KOCHYThCS
MEPTBOTO TeNa, nepecTymnas yepe3 Hero. Y panoBanace, Yro He
HCIIBITHIBAIO KoJIeOaHUIi, YTO BHYTPEHHSSA cwia, He KoyeO-
JsAch, BeAE€T MeHA Tyda, rie cuaea MepTeell. S cema Mexny
PE3HBIMM PYYKaMHM, B TEHM BBHICOKOI CIIMHKH, B3sUla OOEHMH
PYKaMM NIPYT Y, IPe0AoJieBask CONPOTUBIEHHUE CIIBI, CTPEMMB-
1Ieicsl npeaynpequTh MeHs, NOBEPHYJIa ero U Halelwia Ha
rpyab IxepBoHa.

S He Bepuwna, YTO CWIa, KOTopasd NpPOTHUBOCTOsIa MHe,
. HaxoZMTcs B MOEM MHpe. HanpoTus, MHe Ka3ajioch, YTO 3TO
3acTHIBlIEE IUIaMs — JIMLIb c1aGoe e€ NposBlIeHne B HallleM
mupe. S morrkHa 6bUIa YHTH B €10 MHp, TOJNBKO TaM y MeHS
TIOABMTCA 1IaHC.

Pa360itHUK NOJHOCTHIO NMpMHaniexan 31oii cuie. Heco-
MHEHHO, OH HaXOAWICSA B €€ BJIACTH Npexie, YeM INPHUILIEN
ciona. Moxer, oH ¥ nocjaH 6kUT Ha MTOMCKH TAaKMX CHJIBHBIX
mozei, kak JIxeppoH. Ho ciia 3Ta He cMOIIa TOJHOCTBIO
oninageTh IxepBoHoM. K ToMy Xe, BO3MOXHO, €if He NPUXO-
AWIoch MMeTh Jelio ¢ obnanatommmu Japom.

KoHeuHo, Hanexna G6bu1a o4eHb cnabad; Terepbh MHE NpH-
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AETCS PacCYMTHIBATL TOJNBKO Ha CBOM HeGONbLIME 3HAHHA M
peuwmMocTh. Ho s He cobupanachk noxuaaTh 3TO MecTo 6e3
JxepBoHa. MBI moGeauM WiN nMormbGHeM BMecCTe.

Hraxk, none 6MTBEI — BHYTpHM IUIaMEHH.

A xene3Hoii XBaTKOM JepXana npyT. HamMepeHHO MemieHHO
MOOHIA IJ1a3a H MOCMOTPpENa NPSIMO B MIPY KpyIJIoro cronba
mwiaMeHU. HyxHo 6bU10 TOJIBKO YYTh pacciabuTs BOMIO.

4

I'de-mo u xozd0a-mo

A okazanacey — rae-to. Kak HaiiTH cioBa 111 OIMHCaHUA
TOro, YTo ObUIO COBEpPIIEHHO YyXao Moemy onkurry? IlBera,
Ha3BaHHs KOTOPBIX s He 3HAI0, OLUyLIEeHMs, B3bIBaBUIME K
caMbIM KOPHAM Moero [lapa, Moeiil peliMMOCTH, pa3pbiBaBLIHE
MeHs Ha yacTH. OcraBayiach Jiu s xuBa? Hukakoro Tena g He
oluylliaia, MSITh YYBCTB OoJbllie He CIYXWIH MHe; s TIOHSUIa,
YTO HE <«BHXY», 4 BOCNPMHMMAl0 MHpP KAaKHM-TO OPYTHM
crnoco6oM.

ToNnbKOo HECKONBKO CEKYHI — OAMH BIOX — JaJNH MHE;
TIOTOM MOIOHOE NPWHYXIeHHE NOAXBATWIO CO3HaHMeE, BCE,
9YTO OCTAJIOCh OT MOe€i JIMYHOCTH, M YBIEKIO BIEPEN 110
daHTacTHIECKO U yXacHOM cTpaHe.

IToToMy 4TO 3TO ObUIA CTPaHa... OMHAKO MOl YesIOBEYECKUIA
MHCTUHKT TOBOPWI MHE, YTO YTO-TO TYT He TaK. PacteHus,
HHUCKOJIbKO HE HAIlOMHHAIOIIME 3HAKOMYIO MHE pDacTHTENb-
HOCTb, — TPOH3MTEJIBHO XEJITOrO KMAM IPO3HOIO KpPacHOro
BeTa. OTH pacTeHMs JEPTraIMCh U OWIHCDH, CIOBHO ITLITAsACH
BBLIIEPHYTh KODHH, OCBOGOIUTBCS, HO YTO-TO, KAKOM-TO IIpH-
Ka3 MX ylaepXuBal. BeTBH BLEIUIANNCh B 3eMII0 WIH
B3METHIBAIMCH BHICOKO B BO3AYX B HENPEPBIBHOM JIBIDKEHHH.

Bckope s MuHOBaJNIa MX, MEHS Heclia cwia, KOTOPOii 1 He
Morvia conpoTHRIATECA. Y s nocrapanach 3a0BITh O 9y XO0CTH
3TOro0 MecTa M COCpedoTOoYmwIach Ha cBoéM Jlape M cBoeil
BHYTPEHHEH cuie.

Ho s norxHa 6bu1a moka CKphIBaTh OT TOIO, YTO HEC MEHH,
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3Ty XECTKYIO ceplAlieBUHY COIIPOTMBIIEHHSA B cebe. S 6nuia
yBepeHa, 4TO NO/DXHA Gepeyb CWIbI JO TOTO, KaK NpeACTaHYy
nepen NPaBsLIUM 34€ECh.

Aydpyka paccka3biBaja MHE JieTeHAB (OHAa HHUKOIma He
TOBOPWIA, OT KOTO MX yCJbIlIaia) O TOM, 9To Korna IpexHue
rinagenu JJonHaMH, OHM BMELIMBAIKCH B CaMYIO CYTh XU3HH,
M caMble MOTydYHe CpeAH HUX PacKpHIBAJIIM «BpaTa» B ApYrHe
HM3MepeHNsA, TaKie Xe HEeCTECTBEHHBIC Ui 4YejoBeKa, KaK
CTpaHa, NpOHOCHBIIasicd ceiyac MuMo MeHi1. M 1 Hagama
BEPHTD, YTO IIPOLILIA KAK pa3 Yepe3 Takue «BpaTa». Ho 3a HUMH
0Ka3aJIoCh HEYTO COBEPLICHHO YyXIo€e.

Bnepenu nokaszanach NoJocKa XEITOH 3eMIM 6e3 pacTH-
TeabHOCTH. B Heé€ mIyOoOKo Bpe3asMCh ClIeAbl M TPOIIHI,
HEKOTOphle ORUIM XOpOIHO YTONTaHbI, CJIOBHO MMM 4acTO H
JAaBHO Nosb30BaINCh. HO MOM cOGCTBEHHBIE HOTH — €CJIM OHU
y MEH$ COXPAaHIWINCh — He KACAJIMCh 3THX TPOIl. Y MeHs ObUIO
cToliKoe BIleYyaTJieHHe, YTO A Jiedy BbICOKO Haj 3Toli ImoBep-
XHOCTBIO. '

Tpomnsl coeNMHSIINCH, HANIPARIASACh K KAKOMY-TO ITYHKTY
Buepenu. W, mponeras, s Buoena MeAIEHHO IBUIaBlIMeCS
Gurypsl, OHM HEOXOTHO LIUIH ITo TponaM. OfHaKo BUAHBI OHU
6GLUIH HESICHO, MX OKYTHIBAIM KAKHE-TO NIOCTOSIHHO MEHSIBIIM-
ecs 1[BeTa, H HEBOBMOXHO OBLUIO pacCMOTPETh UX MCTHHHBIE
. ouepranuia. Hexoroprie 6bu1H TycKIIO-cephle, ONHA HIH BE —
9€pHbIE, M 3Ta ITy0OKas Y4epPHOTAa HallOMHIWIA MHE ThMY, Yepe3
KOTOPYIO A polllIa Nepez NoMellleHHEM C 3aCThIBLIMM IUIaMe-
HeM. BunHenuch dpurypsi 6oe3HeHHO-3eIEHBIE WIM MpaYHbie
KpoBaBO-KpacHble. M Korma s mpojieTasia Hal, HUMH, MHe
XOTeJIOCh KpU4aTh, OTOMY YTO OT KAXKAOH MCXoAwia BOJIHA
OT4YasiHUA M yXaca, KaK yiap Meua, KOTOpblif HEBO3MOXHO
orpa3uTh. Ml Torna A noxsna, 9yTo repeso MHOM XepTBHI 3TOTO
MecTa. ¥ 4TO 1 MOy CTaTh Takoii Xe XepTBOM.

51 He MoIVIa IIOHATBH, MIOYEMy Jiedy, a He 6pefy NogoGHO UM.
MoxeT 6bITh, TO, 9YTO MPaBWIO 3XECh, Pa3obpaoch BO MHE H
XOTeJNo NOoObICTpee 3aXBaTHTL. JlyMaTh TaK GbUIO HE 09€HBL-TO
npustHo. Ho s caenana BhiGop M Temeph Jo/DXKHa OnUla
BRIIOJTHHUTD CBOE pellCHHE.
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Mennenno 6penyumx dburyp craHoBwioch Bcé Gomabiue. A
51 HayaJla JyMaTbh, YTO MX ITYTh 3aTSTMBAaeTCHA CO3HATENBHO, YTO
MX OecCIUIbHbIE CTpaaHUs — ea 4 MUTHE IS Yero-To...

Heyxenu oguH u3 HuX JIxxepBoH?

A noneITanack 3aepXaThCs, 3aBUCHYTbh HaJl OMHUM M3 3TUX
OrHe¥, KOTOpBIii COXpaHsl MaTepHAILHOCTh HACTOJILKO, YTO
MOT OCTaBHTb cJiell Ha paBHMHe. HO TyT MHe npuiiUia B roJIoBY
MBIC/Ib, YTO €CJIM $SI NMPOSBJIIO MHTEpeC K KOMY-TO M3 3THX
IYTHMKOB, TO TEM CaMBIM BblaM ce0sl: KTO 5 ¥ 3a4eM TPHIIUIA.

Ilo3ToMY 5 pellINTETLHO OTBEPHYJIACH OT 3THX NTYTHUKOB M
TIO3BOJIWIA TIPUHYXAEHHUIO TOJHOCTHIO OBNageTh coboii. U
HaKOHell No/ieTeNIa K MECTY, I/le X€ENTasd paBHUHA CMEHSIAach
TIPOTACTBIO.

CTeHbl KpYTJIoil TIponacT OBUIM TYCKJIO-KPacHOTO I1IBETa,
TAKOTO Xe, KaK NOoCNIeHAs1 CTeHa, OKPYXaBlias 3JaHue IUia-
meHu. M no 3TMM cTeHaM BHHU3 0OJIE3HEHHO CITYCKAaJIUCh
OIOHbKH, KOTOpBIE Opesiu Mo paBHUHE, Teleph MX CTAJIO TaK
MHOTO, YTO 3TH OFOHBKH CJIMBAINCH M cMelInBaIMCh. Ho MHe
BCE Xe Ka3ajloch, YTO HM OAMH M3 HUX He TOJ03peBajl O
HaJIMYUM APYTHX, Bce ObUTH MOITIOLIE HbI TOJIBKO CBOEH y4acThIO.

MeHs ToXe YBJIeKajlo BHU3, MMMO 3THX YHLUIO 6peny1.uux
xepTB. CHOBA 5 MOTpy3Wiachk BO ThMY H yTpaTwia CIOCO6GHOCTD
K BocnpuATHIO. TOJBKO TYT s1 Hayajla UCMONb30BATh 3alLMTY,
KOTOPOI1 MEHS1 HAyYWIH, HO KOPHU KOTOPO# GBbUTH JaHEI MH2
npH poxneHuu. A — 3To g, Dnuc, XeHlIWHA, BUAAlIas, Ooell.
M ocTtaHych coboii, He mo3Boiio 3ToMy IpyroMy 3abpaTs y
MEHS MOIO CYTh M MOE MpOLIOoE.

A nmo-npexHeMy He CONMPOTUBISUIACH, TOJNILKO COXpaHsIa
YTIpSIMYIO Bepy B cebs1. U xpaHuna e€ riryboko B ce6e. B aToT
MOMEHT 5 Jo/DKHa Obuta jJaxe IxepBoHa yOpaTh U3 CBOEro
CO3HaHMSA ¥ COCPENOTOYHUTLCS TOJIBKO Ha cBoei TudHocTH. OO
3TOM I'OBOPHJI MHE MHCTHHKT, a 1151 Mynpoii 2KeH1IIUH bl TaKO#
MHCTUHKT — 3TO HemnpepeKaeMblil IIpUKa3s.

TuvMa Hayana pacceuMBaThcsl, M 1 CHOBA yBUlea cBeT. Ho B
6oJie S HEeHHOM XEJITOM CBeYeHMH HeJb3sl ObUTIO HUYETo pasris-
IeTb, BHOHO OBLLIO TOJBKO TO, YTO HEMNOCPEACTBEHHO
NPOHOCWIOCh MOAO MHOM WJIM TOH MOCH 4acTblo, KOTopasi
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IYCTWIACh B 3TOT MpadHbIH myTs. [Toao MHOJ oKa3aiicst TpOH.

OH 6bU1 crenaH U3 YepHOThl, OH — caMa BOILTOUIEHHAsA
ThMa, H Ha HEM JOpoxXaJl KpacHOBaTblii TyMaH, B KOTOpOM
MENbKAIH sIpKHE, KaK IparoleHHOCTH, YacTHLbI.

«Jlobpo moxanoBaThb».

Jlo MeHs noHEccAa He 3BYK, a KaKas-TO IpOXb, TPOHU3aB-
mas ¢popMy, KOTopas Tenepb cTajla MHOI.

A MenneHHO OMyCTWIACH M OKa3aJlach ITPSIMO Nepel TPOHOM
M Toii MeHsABIUelca GUrypoii, KoTopasa Boccerana Ha HEM. S
ObU1a OYeHb MaJIEHbKAas, a TIEpeIo MHOI1 BRICILICS CJIOBHO OAUH
M3 GOMbIINX XOJIMOB JIOMHH.

«Xopoliuo...»

CHoBa 3TO CJIOBO OTO3BIOCH BO MHE IPOXBbIO, IPHHEC]IO C
c000ii 607b H — Ja NPocTHUT MeHs Cuiia, KOTOpOH § CIyXYy, —
KaKoe-To M3Bpali€HHoe ynoBoabcTBHe. Ho 310 ygoBoabCcTBHE
OCKBEPHSUIO CaMylo CYThb MOEro CO3HaHH.

«JIaBHO yX€ TaKOro He CJIYYal1och...»

Caepkalolllii TyMaH Ha TPOHE CTATHBAJICS, IpeBpalla’ics B
6onee ycTOHYUBYIO PHUTYDY.

«Heyxenu cHOoBa MOSIBIWIHCH Te, KTO MOXET NTPOHTH Yepe3
Bpara?»

®opma cKIOHWIAch Bliepén Ha TpoHe. CBepKaolne TOYKH
YCTpEeMWINCh Brepél M ob6pa3oBajid IBa JHCKA, KOTOphIE
MOTIJIM CITYXWThb IVIa3aMH YyXaka. DTH AMUCKHM COCPEIOTOYH-
JIHCh Ha MHeE.

«[ne xe Torma TBOM Hdaphpl, CJIyTa..» — HMs, KOTOpOe
TIPOM3HECIIO CYILUECTBO, OOOXINO MEHSA KAaK OTHEM, TaKylo
MOLLb HECJIO OHO B cebe, X0T4 g He ObLIa €To MOCIeA0BATEAEM.

IIpexne 4eM s cMorIyia OTBETHTb, TEHEBAs T0JIOBa KUBHYJIA.

«[lapyl NpHLULIH — HO He OyMalo, YTO OHH OT Tebsa. Tol
CYMTaellb, YTO MeHs TaK Jerko obMaHyrb?» — M ¢urypa
3aTpsciach B 6233By4HOM yxXacHoM cMexe. [Ipe3penue, Kkorto-
pO€ OHa UCIMBITHIBATIa KO MHE H KO BCeMY MOEMY IUIEMEHH, KaK
TyCTO€ 37I0BOHHE MOBHUCJIO B BO3AYXE 3TOIO MecTa.

«TBo€E TUIEMs CIIyXW10 MHE... — OPOXb, CIYXHBLIAs 31€Ch
peyblo, npoaooxanack. — JJaBHO M BEPHO CIHYyXWIO. A 51 He
ckynwics Ha Harpaasl. Korna s KopMiIiock, KOpMATCS H 3TH.
CMmotpu»
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OH BHITIHYJ BNEepEN NPOIO/DKEHHE CBOEro Tela, KOTopoe
MOTIJIO CIYyXHTb PYyKOH, H TyT 51 YBHAE;a, 9To BCe, KOTO OH
noxupan, OeHCTBUTENbHO CTaHOBWIHCH ero 4acTblo. Ho He
obperamu MUp. MydeHHs TeX, KOTO OH NMOXMHpaad U KOTOpble
MOTOM NOXMpaTX BMecTe ¢ HUM, IIWINCh BEYHO, H BEYHO
CO3HaBaJI1 OHM, YTO C HUMHU NPOHU30LO, H LTHIOCH 3TO BeKa
6e3 BcsKoii nepensitiki. M Kak yacTh 3Toro CylecTBa, OHH
BBLIHYXIEHBI ObLIM caMM KOPMHTbCS, NpefaBas cebs ewé
GoNbIINM MyKaM, OECKOHEYHOI TBITKeE.

Y MeHS Ha IaszaXx NpHIATOK €ro Tella BLITAHY/ICA elué
Jajibpllie U BEpHYyJics, Hecsl B cebe OIHY M3 Tex dopM, 4TO f
BHENa Ha paBHHHEe HaBepXy. CyllecTBO NIpHXatio 3Ty dopMy
K cebe, mommoTwio €, M HoBasA XHM3HEHHas cwia HobaBU1ach
K yXacy U OTYasiHHIO.

M npu Bune sToro y MeHs BO3HHK'1a MbIC.1b. KaK BcalHUK,
KOTOPOTO 5 BUlleJIa B JOJIMHE,, XMJ1 Y2KaCOM, KOTODBIH BbI3bIBAT
B ApPYTHX, TaK M 3T0 CyllecTBO — pe3yAbrar TaKoro Xe
Tpolecca.

A cnpiiana, 4TO JI0IH CO3AaI0T GOTOB IO CBOEMY MOJAOOHIO,
NPHIKCHIBAIOT 3TUM GoraM co6CTBEHHBIE IMOLMHM, HO CUUTA-
0T MX TaKMMH CWIbHBIMM, KAKHX He MOXET NpPOHU3BOAUTH
yenoBeyeCcKuil pasyM U 4ejsioBedeckoe cepgue. MoxeT GbITh,
TaK Xe€ KOIJa-To poIWioch 3To cyuiectBo. OHo cTano GoroM,
KOTOPOTO KOPMWIN 3MOLHUSIMH MHOTO NTOKOoJIeHHii. Y HakoHell
OHO 06pesio He3aBHCHUMCCTD, OoJIbllle He HyXAaasich B I0Gpo-
BOJIBHBIX Xe€pTBaxX, a caMO CMOIJIO KOHTPOJIMpPOBAaTh
YeJI0BEeYeCTBO M PaclUpSTh CBOM BIAJCHHUA.

Ho ecnu 310 Tak, To opyXue NpOTUB 3TOoro — HeBepHe. U,
BOIIPEKH CBHIETEILCTBY COOCTBEHHBIX IJ1a3, 5 JOJDKHA NOIPO-
60BaTh IMyCTHTh 3TO OPYXHeE B XOI.

Caepkalounie Ij1a3a, yCTpeMIEHHbIE Ha MeHs, He MEHS-
JIUCh, MEHS OXBAaTWIM BOJIHBI OTYasTHHS M yXaca, KOTOpble
CO3[aBaJIi MHOTHE BEKa IPEKIOHEHHA Iepel 3THM CYLIeCT-
BOM.

«HyuToXHOE co3naHue... — OH CHOBA 3aTpsiccs OT 3TOIO
6€33By4HOTIO AbSBOJILCKOIO cMexa. — S ecTs, s cylnecTByio —
xakK 651 HY Masa 6rU1a MBICJIb, IOpoAMBIIas MeHd. CMOTPH Ha
MeHs!»
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Teneps ero BemecTBo einé 6onee CryCTWIoCh U OCHCTBU-
TeJBHO co3AaJ10 Teslo. boronomobHoe 1Mo Kpacote OOHAXEHHOE
TeJIo — HO C KaKOM-To HEYHCTOM KpacoToi — M B TO X€ BpeMs
MOAYEPKHYTO, A0 HENMpWINYMS, MyXcKoe. [1a3a ero yMeHb-
WIHWJINCh, JIMLO CTaJl0 HOPMAJbHBIM, O€3yNmpedHBIM IO
O9YEepPTaHUSIM.

Ho s noMHWIa, YTO HaXOAUTCS Nepero MHOM U KaK OHO
poaunocsk. U g oTyassHHO LieTUIsUIach 3a 3To 3HaHMe. Koctu n
pasnaraioiiasicsi IUIOTh Y HEro He BUAHBI, HO UMEHHO TAKOBO
€ro HCTHHHOE COCTOSIHHE.

«CMOTpH Ha MeHf! — CHOBa IpoOrpeMell ero npukas. — B
TpeXHHUe BpeMeHa XeHIIMHbI TBOETO IUIEMEHH JIIOOWIH CMOT-
peTb Ha MeHsl, IToKa MHe He HaJoeJ Balll MUp U g He ocTalica
3a BpaTaMM, BeoyuuMH cioga. CMOTpH — M MIHM KO MHe!»

M cHOBa MeHs OXBaTWJIO IPA3HOE, HU3MEHHOE YIOBOJNLCT-
BHE, KOTOpPOE S yXe HCNBITasa. Toraa si MpOTHBONOCTABHIA
eMy cBoif Jlap — ackeTHU3M, K KOTOPOMY MEHS NpHy4YalH,
KOTOpPOMY f1 JOJDKHA MOOYHHATHL Bce XenaaHuA Tena. U xors
YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO YyTh LIATHYJIa BIIEPEl, PELIMMOCTD yaepXa-
Jla MeHsI Ha MecCTe.

M Tyt 3T™HM coBeplueHHbIe TyObl YABIOHYINCH — 37I00HO.

«Takoro s maBHO He mpoGoBan. IloucTHHE pOCKOUIHBIH
TIUp, — OH NPOTSHYJ NMPEKPACHYIO MYCKYJIUCTYIO PYKY, IIoMa-
'HWI MEHst JUTHHHBIMM NadbliaMUd. — MU — Tl He MOXellb
NpOoTUBUTECA MHe. au no6poBonbHO, M BelHKa OyaeT TBOS
Harpaza».

B oTBeT g npou3Hecaa UM, COOOLIEHHOE MHE, U C HMM ellé
HecKonbko cioB. OTyassHHasi — HO Oecrosie3Hasi Halexna.
T'onoBa OTKMHYNAach Ha3aJ] M OTKPOBEHHO paccMesulach, H o
TOHsUIa, HACKOJILKO TLUETHA ObUIA 3Ta MOSI HaJeXna.

«Amena! Jymaeumb, MEHS MOXHO OCTAHOBHTb WMeHaMH?
OTO MM Aanu MHE JIOAH... HeKoTopsle Jiogu. Ho 31o He To
MM, TIOA KOTOPBIM f caM ceGsa 3Haw. A 6e3 Hero — ThI
6e3opyxHa. Ho kak 3T0 BOCXMTHTENBHO — Thl CMe€1b IIPOTH-
BUTLCsE MHe. Bo36yxnalowe! A noesn, Habpasyicd CHI ¥ XIaj Tex,
KTo 3aKpbU1 Bpara. [lymMan, oHU IPHUAYT OXOTHTHCA Ha MEHA.
Ho oHM He npuuuiy, a NpHlUIa Thl, HUYTOXHAA, ¥ CMeellb
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TIPOTHBOCTOATH MHe. Te, KTo 3aKpbL1 MEHS 3eCh, Ha TeOS Aaxe
M He TIOCMOTpEJH Obl, ThI UM HEe POBHA.

Ho Ts1 focTaBnsgeib MHE pa3BiiedeHHE, M 3TO NMPHUATHO. Thl
TIpHIIUIA B IOMCKaX YeJIoBeKa, He TakK au? JIpyrie npuxonuin
U3 ropaoctd. OHU MOJYyYMIM NOCTOHHYIO Harpany, Kak Tl
YBUAUIIL, KOrja npucoeauHMIbcss K HUM. Ho He Ha3wiBait
MeHS MMeHaMH, KOTOpbIe TYT He MMEIOT CHWIbI!»

Ha 3TOoT pa3 1 ¥ He mbITAJNACh OTBETHTh. JIMXOpaxoyHO
OOBICKMBAIA NaMATh B IIOMCKAX XOTb MaJIEHMIUMX OOPBIBKOB
3HaHHUs. AydpuKa noeTwiachk CO MHOH BceM, 4TO 3Hajla. MbI
nocelnany 3a0bIThble CTApMHHbBIE TPOOHULIBI M HHOTIa OCMEJTU-
BJIMCDH BBI3bIBATb OYXOB, OcJIaGlIeHHbIX BpeMeHEM, KOraa-To
XKUBIIMX B 3TMX IpoOHULaX. Sl 3HalO 3aKIMHAHUSA, HO Iepexq
3THM CYLIECTBOM OHHU BCE PaBHO YTO UIPhbl MJIEHbKUX JETEH.

HerT... 1 He MoIJla TIO3BOJINTL OTYASTHHUIO OCJIa0JIATL CBOIO
peuMocts. A gomxHa GpuUla caesaTh BCE, 4TO MOry!

Cy1iuecTBo Ha TPOHE paccMesioch B TPeTHil pas.

«Xopomuo. ConpoTuBigiica, ecjii Xodelib, YepBsIK. MeHs
3TO 3a6aBisieT. A Tellepb — CMOTPH, KTO HOET...»

OH ykxa3aJ1 HaJIeBO, H 1 OCMeJIWJIaCh B3ISIHYTh. MeaJieHHO,
C TPYAOM, COTIPOTHMBIISISICH TIPHHYXACHUIO, TAM ABUTAJICS OTUH
M3 MHOTHX OoroHbKoB. He 4€pHulii, He cepblii, eml€ He Kpac-
HBbIH, HO XENTBIN, YUCTLIN U sICHBIA. M B TOT Xe MOMEHT A
NOHsUIa, YTO BO BHELIIHEM MHpe ero Ha3Bajiu Obl JIxxepBoHOM.

Ho oH He non3 npe3peHHO, KakK Ipyrie, K 3TOMY JIOXKHOMY
6ory, a WEN NpsAMo, CJIOBHO 60poJics ¢ CWIOH TOro, KTo CHAEN
Ha TPOHE. i

«[IXepBoH!» — 5 ocMeJIWIach NMOCJIaTh MBICAb-NIPU3LIB. U
cpasy ycibllajga Xpabpblil OTBeET:

«Bmuch

Ho cymecTBo Ha TpoHe NepeBOOWIO B3MIAA ¢ MEHS Ha
JIxepBoHa M 3106HO yJbpIGaIOCh.

5

Bmecme muvi cmoum

«Kakoii BenMKoJEMHbII NHp... — MeXay Ir'ybaMu npekpac-
HOTO JIMLIA TIOKa3aJICA KOHYHK sSI3HIKAa U NPOIIENICS Mo rybam,
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CJIOBHO HACJIaXAadCh M3BICKAHHBIM BKycoM. — Bml MHoro
na€te MHE, KO3SBKH... MHOTO!»

«Ho He Bcé!» — orBeTmna 5. M TO XEnMTOE IIIaM#A, KOTOpOE
65110 [IXepBOHOM, 60JIb1IIE He MPUOIIKAIOCH K YYJOBHILY, HO
CTOSUIO PSIIOM CO MHO#, KaK MHOTO pa3 CTOSUIM MBI BMECTE B
Te rofibl, KOraa HyXHo 6510 0GOpPOHATHCS M KPOBABHThL MEYH.
U s nonsana, yro JIXepBOH He NOKOPWICS, YTO B €10 OKOJIIO-
BaHHOM TeJIe YMPAMO AepXUTCA JIMYHOCTh, KAK M BO MHe.

ToT, 4TO cHIeNl Ha TPOHE, cJlerka HaKIIOHWICS, OBEPHYB K
HaM CBOE IIpeKpacHOe 3710€ JIHLIO.

«f] ronoaeH — U A eM — BcE O4EeHb NPOCTO».

OH HeecTECTBEHHO JaJIeKO BBITSHYJI PyKy, nmomobpan xa-
KOe-TO noJi3yliee NATHO. S yciblinana MbICJIEHHO OTYassHHBIH
KpHK.

«Buauiib, KaK 3To JIerko?»

A B cBOIO OYepenn ycTpemmwiach K JIxepBony. M neiicteu-
TeJbHO, MBI BCTAJH pPyKa o6 pyKy mepen 3THM CO3IaHHEM,
KOTOpPOro Boobie He NOoDKHO ObiTh. Bece yncras MyXecTBEH-
Has cwia JIXepBoHa BLICTYTIIIA NIPOTHB TOIO, KTO OOHTANI B
3Toi npeucnoaHeil. 1 X 3Toii cwie s NpHcoeqUHIIA CBOIO,
CKOJIb OHa HHM orpaHuMdeHa. Sl cosgaBajia CHUMBOMNBI M, KaK
OrHEM, 4YepTIwia uX B BO3AyXe.

Ho cyuiectBo paccMesioch, HPOTSHYJIO DPYKY H JIETKO
CTEPJIO MOM CHUMBOJIBI.

«Man TBO# nap, XeHuHa. JlyMaelub, S He MOry 3TO
crepets? Tak, U TaK, ¥ Tak..» — TyMaHHas pyka ABHHYJIaCh
BIiep€n, Ha3az.

«/IxxepBOH, — BO33BaJla I, — OH KOPMHUTCS CTPaXoOM».

«/la, Omuc, ¥ emé aymwaMm moAei», — OTBET NPHIUEN
TBEPIBIN, S CIOBHO HaAllUIa OINOPY, B KOTOPOIi HYyXAaaach.

Emg€ nBaxar! cylecTBo NOMIOLIAJIO MATHA, NOATION3aBIINE
K OCHOBaHMIO ero TpoHa. Ho He oTphiBasio oT Hac ma3. A He
TNOHMMaJla, 9ero OHO XAET. MoxXeT, oKa ero IMUp He BHI30BET
y Hac crpax?

Ho sra nepensiiika fajna MHE BO3MOXHOCTB coOpaTh BCE, Ha
9qr0 A1 Momia HajesTtbcd. Kak youte Gora? HesepmeM —
oTBeTWIa Joruka. Ho npu3Bath HeBepHe Teneps 6bUI0 MOYTH
HEBO3MOXHO.
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Mpi1, HanenéHHble JlapoM, JOJDKHEBI BEPHUTH, Aa. [TotoMy 91O
XOPpOILIO 3HaEM: CYIIECTBYEeT HEUTO HEMMOCTHXIMOE IJIs Hac, H
IoOpoe, U 3710€, 1 OHO MOXeT ObITh MPU3BaHO YenoBekoM. Ho
MCTHHHYIO NIDHPOAY TeX, KOIo IpHU3BIBACM, Mbl IIOCTHIbL HE
MOXeEM: HaM MelIaloT HHCTHHKTHI ¥ 9MOLMH HaIHX pH3Hdec-
kux Tea. U xora moit Jlap Man, g Bc€ Bpems OLIyLIAIO
TIpPHCYTCTBHE 3TOro HenocTkuMoro. U JIxXepBoH ToXe BepuT,
XOTS1, MOXET OBbITh, HE COBCEM B TO X¢, ITO 51. [ToToMy 9T0 Ioau
WMIYT IO pa3HBIM JOPOTaM, XOTS B KOHIIE BCe OHH BCTPEYIOTCS
y Hekux Bpar, caMbIX BEJIUKHX M3 BCEX, a 32 HUMH CKPBITO TO,
YTO MBI U IIPEICTaBUTh cebe He MOXEM CBOMM NpPHUBS3aHHLIM
K 3eMJIe pa3syMoM.

-Ho B 3T0 Ccy11IecTBO A He 0653aHa 6bU1a BepUTh. A He U3 TeX,
KTO NpeKIOHSUICS Tiepel HUM B XpaMax, sl He McKaJia ero 3J10i
TOMOIIM B cBoMX Jaejax. [loatoMy — oHo 1t MeHs — He Gor!

«Tak TH AyMaellb, XEHIIMHA, — YJIOBWIA S OTBETHYIO
Mbicib. — Ho TBI momoGHa TeM, KTO co3nai MeHA. U noroMy
s1 MOTY M JI0 Te6s NOTSAHYTbCSH».

CJI0BHO CKOJNB3KMIif THWIOH MNajlel JOTPOHYJICA OO Moek
OTILIATHYBLUEHCSA IUIOTH. A Bclied 3a TeM — Aa!l — BO MHeE
NpPOSIBWJIOCh TO, YTO IOTOBO OBUIO OTKIMKHYTLCS Ha 3TO
TOILIHOTBOPHOE NPUKOCHOBEHHE. ¥ MEHA eCTb BPOXAEHHBIE
ciaboctH, KaK ¥ Mo# Jlap, # 3TH c1aGoCTH MOIYT BBICTYIIMTD
npoTuB MeHA. U cHOBa CyllleCTBO paccMesioCh.

«Dnuc!.. — MbBICTh TOro, Ko 6bU1 JIXXepBOHOM, pa3pe3ana
3TOT cMeX. — DIHuch»

BT0 Gosbliie Y4eM MOE MM, OHO IPOPBAJIO YHU3HUTEIBHYIO
CKJIIOHHOCTb TOOQYHMHHTLCS yXacy. S cCHoBa yxBaTwiach 3a
Jnoruky. Her coBeplieHHOTo MyX4YHHBI WIM XEHIIUHBL B
KaXIOM M3 Hac MMeeTcs MHOIO TaKOro, Ha 9TO MbI JOJDKHBI
CMOTPETb C HEHABUCTHIO XOJIOAHBIM PAacYETIIMBLIM B3IIIAIOM.
Ho ecnu MbI He moiaéMcs HEHaBUCTH, He caéMcs Iiepel TeM,
9TO0 €€ MOPOXNAET, HO OTCTpaHAEMCS, IO3BOJIAEM ONHOMY
YPaBRHOBECHTS IPYTOE, TOrAa Mbl, 0coGeHHO oOy4eHHbIe [1yTH,
MOX€EM CIIPaBHTLCA C €r0 HCTOYHUKOM. [la, Bo MHe ecTb TaKoe,
YTO OTKJIMKAETCA Ha MPHU3BIB CYLIECTBA M3 ThMEI, HO ACNO He
B 3TOM, a B TOM, KaK 51 CaMa pearupyio Ha 3Ty cj1abocTb.
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A — Dmuc, Mynpasa XenmmHa, u JIXepBoH HaNOMHWI MHE
06 3TOoM, Ha3BaB o MMeHH. U 1 He opyaue Toro, KTo BocceaaeT
Ha TpoHe. f npmimna ciona mo cBoeii Bose, 4To6bl MPOTHBOC-
TOATh MY, MEHS He TPHUTAIMWIN CIOJa €ro TEMHbIE CHWILL.

«DJNHC...» — Tenepb MOE MM TIPOU3HECIIO CYLIECTBO Ha
TPOHe, H B MMEHH 3TOM 3By4aJl cobias3H.

Ho 51 cTosizia NpOoYHO, IPU3BaB Ha IIOMOIIb BCE, YEMy MEHSA
yawm. M npexpacHas rosoBa HaJio MHOJ cJierka NOBepHYJach.
Teneps, aas Ha MEHS, CYLIECTBO OAHOBPEMEHHO BHAENO H
JxepBona. OHO NOAHANO PYKY M TIOMaHHIO.

Xeénroe miaMs, KOTOpoe TaK MHOTO 3HAYWIO IJI1 MEHS,
TIOKAYHYJIOCh B CTOpoHY TpoHa. Ho He IOTyckHeno, Kak
IpyTrue, KOTaa Ha9YMHaIH noamnon3ats. Y JIxXepBoH He NpU3Ba
MEHs Ha TIOMOHIb, OH CONIPOTHRIIICA caM, H 5 6e3 ero cioB
TIOHSUJIA, YTO OH GOMTCA MCTOLIUTh MOH CHJIBI B 3TOH CXBAaTKe.

M TyT TO, YTO OCTANOCh OT MEHS B 3TOM MHpE, IBUHYNIOCH
M BCTAJIO MeXxAy JIXXepBOHOM M CyLIIeCTBOM, NPOTAHYBLINM K
HeMY CBOIO PYKY-TE€Hb.

CHoBa # NMpoH3Hec/]a MM, KOTOpoe Jajii eMy JIIOOH B
CcTpaxe, B yXace CBOCTO 3JIOTNONYyYHOro nokioHeHusa. Ho Ha
3TOT pa3 sI He CTaJla PMCOBaTh CHMBOJIBI, KOTOPBI€ OH MOT JIETKO
cMaxHyTb. HanpoTus, 10BEIpHY/Ia BIIEPEA MBICJICHHYIO KAPTH-
Hy ITyCTOTO TPOHa, MOTpecKaBlIerocss ¥ OGBaJIMBLIErocs OT
BpeMeHH. Cpaxasich CO CTpaXOM M THEBOM, U TOT Y APYyToM g
3acTaR/sUla CIYXHTbh cebe, moakpemisaTs MeHd. Ero — He
cyuiecTByeT!

51 He MoIJIa OTKA3aThesl OT BOCHPHATHSA, 3aBEPABLIETO, YTO
3TO cyllecTBO Iepeao MHoil. Ho ympsaMo aepxainack 3a CBOE
opyxue. 5 He Bepio B Hero, JIxkepBoH ToXe He BepuT! [losToMy
ero npocro HET!

A OHO CTaHOBWIOCH BCE MaTepHajibHee, KaK 1 HM OTpHIala
ero. 1 mManwmno!

BoobpaxeHne GecUMCICHHBIX YeJOBEYECKHX ITOKOJIEHHIA
BBI3BAJO €I0 K XU3HHW; TaK HEyXelH 51 MoIlIa HaAesThCs
YHHYTOXHTb €10 OHHM CBOMM OTpPHLIAHHEM?

Iycroii TpOH... HE CYIIECTBYET...

B 3Ty KapTHHY s 6pocHia Bce CBOM CHIBI M BCE CHJIBI
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JlxepBoHa, KOTOpBIE OH OXOTHO OTAAaBaJI MHE. DTO HE MOii Oor,
A He KOPMJIIO €T0... OH He cyllecTByeT!

My4uTenpHBIM 6bUTO 3TO OTPHLIAHKE, IOTOMY YTO KaKas-TO
YacTh BO MHE OTKAa3bIBaJlaCh ¢ HUM comiamaTies. CyluecTso
TIPHU3BIBAJIO 3Ty 4YacThb, NPHU3BIBAIO €€ MoKIoHeHue. Ho g
CONMpPOTHRIIACh. B10 He Moii Gor! JlokHa cyliecTBOBaTh
Bepa, 9To0BI 6or oxiwl. be3 Bephl OH HE CyLIECTBYET.

51 noHuMaina, 4TO 30€Ch HENb3S TNPHU3BIBaTh CWILI, Tepe]
KOTOPBIMM 5 MOKJIOHAIOCh. B TakoM MecTe so6oe IpeKiioHe-
HHe CHJIeBlIee HAa TPOHE CYLECTBO OOpaTHT Ha cebs1, KaKoe 65l
MM OHO HH HOcW10. HeT, clleoBaio pacCUMTHIBATH TOJILKO HA
BepY B cebs1, Ha Bepy [IXXepBoHA B HEro caMoro (a OH LIeTUKOM
oTgaBal €€ MHe). Sl He TIpM3HAIO €r0, OTKA3BIBAIOCh IPEKIO-
HATBCA Tlepel HUM, noToMy uto ero — HET!

CylllecTBO yTPaTWIO CBOIO JICHHBYIO YBEPEHHOCTH, 3JIYIO
YNBIOKY M cMeX, AaXe KBa3HUeJI0BedecKyio dopmMy, B KOTOpOit
TIBITAJIOCh UCKYCHUTDh MeHs. Teneps Ha TPOHE TOIBKO HOJIBIXAJI0
IUIaMsl, C IPUMeECHIO ITTyOOKo# 3710 yepHOTHI. OHO pacKadyu-
BaJIOCh B3aJ-BIIEpEN, KaK roJIoBa OTPOMHOI 3MeH HaJl CBUTHIM
B KOJIbLa TEJIOM, TOTOBAas YAapHTh.

U rueB ero 6pu1 6e3yMeH. [losrue roarsl cylieCTBOBaHUS He
TIOATOTOBMJIM €ro K TaKoMy. OHO CIIOKOHHO XWIO 3[1eCh, OHO
MOIJIO XBaTaTh JIIOAci, MOMIOLIATh HX OYLIH.

Ho MoxeT u Teneps?

Co3HaHue YeJI0BeKa MHOTOCJIOIHO, Yy HEro MHOTO ypPOBHEH
M MHoro aMmonuii. Te, xT0 obnamaror [lapoM, 3HalOT 3TO.
CyllecTBO Ha TPOHE MHTAIOCH CTPAXOM M XYALUIMMM HALIMMHA
3MOLMAMH. B XaJKuxX naTHax, KOTophle OHO BOMpPaIO B cebsl,
M KOTOpBIE TENEPh TECHO CIPYAWINCH BOKPYT MEHS, pacKauH-
BasICh B TAKT ABIDKCHMSAM IUIAMEHH Ha TPOHE, B HUX OGS AN
XyHOlIde 4YepThl YejoBeKa, He yydinne. VIX 3axBaTin B IuleH
COOCTBEHHBIH CTpaXx M COOCTBEeHHas Bepa, M Tellepb OHH,
6GeCITOMOLIHEIE, OKA3aIHCh 34€Ch, BO BIACTH CBOETO XO3SMHA.

Xo3sMHa, KOTOpPOro OHM CaMHM CO3[alld W cCaMH MOIYT
YHHYTOXHTbh — €CJIM HaiayT B cebe Bomio!

CyliecTBo Ha TpOHe AeHCTBOBaIO 6bIcTpo. OHO MOAMNPBIT-
HYJI0, ¥ B 3TOM IIPLIXKE CTH3HYB NEPBLII pAL NATEH, pa3ayloch,
nomiouiasi MX 3HEpPruio.
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«Dmc... Dmuc...»

Tompko MO€ MMs, HO B Hero JIXepBOH BIOXWI BCE, YTO
Morio o60apHTh M NoaepXaTh MeHs. S yBHIeNa, KaK 9UCTOE
30JI0TO€ IUIaMsl cJieBa OT MeHS BCIBIXHYJIO sipye.

A noxHbIit 60or npopomxain ceod nup. Ho aBmxenns ero
CTaJIM M3/THIIHE TOPOIUIMBLIMM, KaK OyATO BpeMs IepecTalo
6LITH ero CiIyroif, Ho IpeBpaTWioch Bo Bpara. CyuiecTBo
XOTeJIo HabpaThCs CWI, YBEJIMINTh CBOIO MOLIIb.

Ho oHO He MOXeT KOpMHTLCH HeBepueM. S mepxanach 3a
3Ty MBICJIb, KaK 32 BEPEBKY, KOTOpasl OCTa€TcA eIUHCTBEHHOM
HageXxnoil.

Ilycroii TpoH...

H 310 pXaBoe 60JIe3HEHHOE TUTaMs HCITYCTIIO HEYTO BpoJe
BOIUIS — a MOXET, 3Ta JpOXb, HalleJIeHHasd Ha MEHS, HODKHa
ObUIa pa3opBaTh BepEBKY Moeil Hagexabl. IlaMa noTsaHymock
KO MHe, K OTOHBKY, KOTOpPBIi ObUT JIXXepBOHOM.

M1l He BepUM M TIOTOMY He MOXEM CTaTb ero goonrueii!

A norpy3wiach Bo TbMY, BOCIIPMSITHE COBEPLIEHHO HCYE3JIO0.

A B... Her, 4 He MoIyIa HAXOOUTBCH B TOM, YTO HE CYIECTBYET.
310 1, Dimic, U IxepBoH. MBI He MHUILA JIOXHOTO 60ra, YbH
co3JaTeNy AaBHO IIPEBPATIWIMChL B IIbUIb, YbM XpaMEBI MO3a-
OBITHI.
" Moé oGHaXEHHOE TeJIO CIOBHO OXBAaTHI XOJION, OOXHUIralo-
mit, Kak wiamAa. A ogHo c... Hert, 310 Henpasna! A Omic. A
JxepBoH — 310 JXepBoH! S yyBcTBOBaJZIa €r0 B 3TOM XOJIOA~
HOM IBITKE, OH TaK Xe YIpSAMO, KaK H f, epXaJcs 3a CBOIO
cylirHocTs. MBI caMH 1o ceGe, Mbl HE CIIYTH... H HE XepTBHI
cyliecTBa, KOTOPOMY HEeT MecTa B Mupe. Mbl He GouMcs ero,
a Ty Hallly YacTb, YTO OH MOXeT NpoOYyaUTb, MbI JEPXHUM TOJ
KOHTpOJIEM.

ITycroii TpoH — HygTo. HHyero, kpoMe Diuc u JIXepBoHa,
KOTOpble He BEepHT...

Bois, xonoxn, 6ob, HO g AepXaach, ¥ JIKepBOH NPH3BIBAT
MEH, M S HaxoAawiIa B cebe CWIBI OTBETUTH eMy. MEI CTOSUTH
BMeCTe H NoToMy oba CTAaHOBWINCH CWIbHee, IOTOMY YTO B
HallleM colo3e¢ Hdlla CWIA, JIyyllasd 9acTh Hallero pasyma u

JQyLOH.
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ToMa, xonmon, 60Mb — a IOTOM OIOYUIEHHE TEPEMEHEI,
yrparel. Ho s He mnosBonsns mnpobymurbcs cTpaxy. bor,
KOTOPBI! HEe CYLIECTBYET, HE MOXET H yOMBATb.

A oTKpBLIa INIa3a — M TeNepb CMOTPEJIa CBOMMH IJ1a3aMH,
a He TeM 0COOBbIM YyBCTBOM, KOTOpOE ObLIO Y MEHS B TOM MECTE.
Ilepeno MHO¥ MepLas cTONO CBETa, HO CBET. 3TOT NMOTYCKHEJ,
M GnienHen oH o4eHb ObicTpo. A LIeBeIbHYIACh; TENO 3aTEKIO,
MHe 6bUIO XOJIOAHO, PYKH H HOTH HHYero He YyBCTBOBAJIM, HO
5 CII071371a ¢ IIMPOKOTO CHAEHUA, Ha KOTOPOM NpHIIUIa B ceb,
M OCMOTpeJlaCh B HaAcXIE YBHIETb 9YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE H
TIIPUBLIYHOE.

370... 3T0 TO caMoe KpyIjoe noMelneHHe, B KOTOpOM £
Haupa JIxepBoHa.

Jxepson!

ChnoThIKasiCh, IOLMIATHIBAasACh, 1 Ro6panack 1o BTOpOro Kpec-
Ja ¥ BBITAlDWIAa KHHXaJ, 4YTOOBl mnepepe3aTbh BepEBKM,
CBA3BIBaBHINE €10 HETIOABIXHOE Teo. [1a3a ero 6bUTH 3aKpbI-
Tbl, HO OH He ynajl Oe3XH3€HHO, KaK TOT pa3GoifHHK.
OHeMeBIIMMH NANbIAMH S pa3pe3ajla KOXaHble peMHH, KHH-
XaJl ABaXZbI BRIIaNaJ U3 PYK, H 1 B NOJyTbME OTHICKHMBAJa €TI0
Ha ourynb. [loToMy 4TO CTOJNG B LIEHTPE NOMELOEHUS TEIEPh
TIOYTH He [aBajl cBeTa, OH OoJbllle HallOMHMHAJI OTOHBKH,
KOTOpbl€ HHOTZA co6HpaloTcsT Hall TEJJaMH MepPTBELIOB.

— JIxepBoH! — mo3Baja s €ero M 3arpscia, KaKk MOFIA,
CBOMMH HEYKTIOXHMHM pyKaMH. Telo ero ymajio Bnepén,
FOJIOBa Jlerla MHE Ha IUIe4O, H OT €ro TSIXECTH S YyTh He
ONpOKHHYyJach. — JIXepBoR!

Ha MrioBeHMe MHe MOKA3aJIoCh, 9TO s ero norepsiia. Koo
€CJIH 1 TIOKMHY 3TO 37106 MeCTO OlHAa, HMKAKOH HageXIhl Y
MEHS He OCTaHeTcH.

— Jxeppon!

IIlexun xocHynoch cnaboe IObIxaHHe, pasgancs cToH. S
CXBaTHWIA €70 B OOBATHS, KOTOPhIE HE CMOT pPa30pBaTh JTOXH bIi
60r, K TYT NOCIBINAJICS €T0 I0JI0C, XPHUIUILIH, 3alIMHaOLIMiCS

— Mog poporad Aenm, Thl cloMaclllb MHe pEGpa... — H
cnaOmIii cMeX, OT KOTOPOIo s TOXE paccMesuiach, U MEHS
3aTPACIIO OT BCETO MEepPEXUTOro.
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S He Morja MOBEpPUTH, YTO MbI BHIMTpaTH 6UTBY. HO MBI
CHAEIH BMECTe B LIMPOKOM Kpeciie, a CTONO ILTaMEHH nepen
HaMHM OKOHYaTeNbHO norac. Bxon B mHoe Hcye3. CHapyXH Hac,
MOXeT OBbITh, M XIaMH pa300iiHUKH [1ycTbIHH, HO MBI BIBOEM
ofoJieH GONMBLIYIO YIpo3y, M ceifyac ¢ Hac 3TOro ObLIO
JOBOJIBHO.

XABBI TPUMMEPJIEIJIA

1

3auHaeBeBLUHE CYTPOObl TPOMO3AILTHCH OIHH Ha APYTOIf.
I'epta ocTaHOBHWIAch mepeBeCTH ObIxaHHe. KOHLIOM KOmbi,
KOTOpOE CIYXWIO €l JOPOXHBIM TOCOXOM, OHa MOThIKAa
cyrpo6 Brnepeau. JlpeBko ¢ TpyaoM mnpoOiLio HacT. Ieprta
HaXMypHIach.

KpoMe 3TOro Komssi, KOTOpoe OHa KPeINKO CXiMala pyKoH
B PYKaBHIlE, BOOPYXEHHE NE€BYLIKH COCTAaRAT BUCEBLIUIT Ha
nosice JUIMHHBIH KMHXal. B cxinankax oxexas! 6bL1 cripsiTaH
KPOXOTHBIN Y3€IOK C TEMH HEMHOTHMH BelllaMH, KOTOphIe
I'epTa 3a6pana c coboii, noxuaas kpenocts Xop:1. Ho riaBnyio
CBOIO HOLIy OHa Heclia Mol cepiaueM, 3acTaB1iasd cebsl He
OTcTynarh ¢ HaMedeHHoro Cyabbo# ImyTH.

I'yObl €€ 1ioTHO cxamuch. OHa BCKHHYJIA IOJIOBY — H
cIunioHyjia. Bo3ayx ¢ xpumnoM BblpBaics M3 rpyad. Yero eit
croiauthea? Heyxenn KyHo xnan, 4To OHa cTaHeT 1M0713aTh
niepes HUM Ha KOJIEHSIX, YMOJIssl O IpOLIeHHH, YTOOLI OH MOT
OKAa3aTh CBOMM IPHCNEIIHUKAM, KaKOi OH 6;1aropoaHsIi?

I'epra ockanwia 3yObl, CJIOBHO 3aTHaHHas1 B YTO.1 JIMCHLIA, H
CHOBa ¢ CWIOH TKHYJIa KONbEM B cyrpob. Eit Hedero cTelouTh-
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csl, OHa He Kakas-HUOynb pacryTHas IeBKa. BoitHa ecTp
BOiiHa, HMKyJa He OeHeunbcss. KyHo caM, NpencTtaBhcd eMy
Takasl BO3MOXHOCTb, He ymepXajcsi 6Bl OT Toro, 9106l He
OBJIAZIETh XEHIIIMHON M3 BPaXECKOTO IOCEICHHA.

Bc€ 6b1 HMYero, onHaKo nobponeTe/bHbI OpaTell BRITHA
e¢ u3 xpenocty Xopa! BeirHasl moToMy, 9YTO OHa OTKAa3aJach
BBINUTH IPUTOTOBJIEHHLIN €ro BeAbMaMH-NIOBAapHXaMH OTBap,
KOTOPBIH cKopee Bcero youn Obl M IO U €€ caMy. YMpH OHa
— KyHo HaBepHsIKa, NPeKJIOHHB KojieHa Yy anrapsa ['poMoBsep-
X11a, o6baBUAa 611, YTO, AECKaTh, TaKoBa Bo.11 Cyns6nl. U Bcé
3aKOHYMWIOCh 6B THXO-MHPHO.

Ha xakoii-ro mur I'epTe cTajo cTpalmHO cOGCTBEHHBIX
MpayHbIX Mbicaed. KyHo — KyHo Bens GbL1 e€ 6paTtoM! E1né
IiBa rofia Ha3ajl OHa HHYYTb B 3TOM He coMHeBanach. Torna oHa
BooOllle BceX JIoAeii cyuTana CBOMMM OpaThbsMH. A TTIOTOM eé
ornpaBwiH B Cyxoii Jior, rie MOJI0IeHbKOH AeBIyLIKE OLICTPO
JaJIi TIOHATb, YTO MHP BOBCE He TAKOB, KaKHM OHa ero cebe
BOOOpaxaina. :

I'epTa mopanoBanace, YTo TaK CKOpo ycBOK1a ypoK. Tuxas
NPOCTYLIKA, KAKOM OHa HeKoraa 6bl1a, HU 32 9TO HE OCMeIH-
Jack 6Bl nepeunth KyHo, He BriGpana Obl 3Ty A0Opory.

OHa ouryTiia HapacTalowMii rHeB. Eif BIpyT cTa10 Xapko,
CJIOBHO 3a Ma3yXoil Y He€ BHE3alHO OYyTI1ach XapoBHA C
TOPSIUMMH YTOJIbSIMMH.

I'epTa ABMHYJAch najiblie, TBEPAO CTyNas M0 HACTY B CBOUX
rpyosIx 6aiMakax. OHa HM pa3y He OI'IIHY-1ach Ha KaMEHHbIe
CTEHBI KPETOCTH, 32 KOTOPBIMH BOT yXe€ NITh NOKOIEHHH
o6uraiu eé ponudu. ColHlie HEYKTIOHHO IBUTAIOCH K 3amnany,
M MeyIMTh 6bUT0 Hexoraa. K ToMy Xe TpoITy HagHCTO 3aMello,
M JEBYIIKE TO M A€JIO MPHUXOAWIOCH HALIYTILIBATD ITyTh KOMLEM.
Ho 3a6ayautnes onacHocTH He 6buto: Mirma Mymvel u pa-
xoHbe KphUlO OTYETIIHBO npocTynai¥ Ha ¢oHe BedepHEro
Heba.

Kyno ybexnéH, yto oHa BepHETcsl. I'epTra ycMexHynach.
KyHo — OH Bcera Takoi yBepeHHbI! A ¢ TeX mop Kak
YCIELIHO OTPa3uil HamajaeHHe LIafiKy Ie3epTHPOB BpaXeCcKoM
apMHH, KOTOpble XOTeJIM NpOo6HThCA K nobepexrio, nojarag,
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OYEeBHIHO, 9TO TaM Oe30macHee, OH CTAJ MPOCTO HEBBIHOCHM.

Ha, Jomussl cBo6oansl. Ho KyHo BenéT ceb T2k, 6yaro Bce
nobennl ogepxan oH oquH! Ha caMoM Xe JAesie IHIOb Hanps-
XeHHeM BCeX CMJI, YKPEeIMB CBOM paTH AMKOBHHHBIMHU
colosHuKaMu M3 IlycteiHu, cymen BepxHuii Xasnak onoiers
BparoB, pa30HTb MX M 3arHaTh B Mope, H3-3a KOTOPOIO OHM
ABwIMCh. U yLUIO Ha 3TO He Toj M He JBa.

Tpysneiin BoliHa 060LLIa CTOPOHOM — IO YMCTOM Ciryyaii-
HocTH. OQHAKO €CJIM N0 TBOUM 3eMJIIM He IPOLLUIUCH OTHEM
M M€YOM, 3TO ell€ OaJIeKO He IMPUYIMHA FOpAEINBO pacXaXu-
BaTh 1O OCTaBIUMMCS Hepa3pylIeHHBIMHM CTeHaM KpeIOoCTH.
XoT4 OBl IpH3HAJ, YTO NMOOEHII HA TPH YETBEPTU 00ECKPOB-
JIeHHOTO Bpara!

Tepra no6panack o Bomopasiena M, He 3aMelss LIara,
ycTpeMmIach Aajblne. Berep nopaboran Ha clnaBy — 3[€ch, Ha
TpoIie, cOBCceM He ObUTo cHera. JleBylka nogyMana, HacKoJIbKo
Xe crapas 3Ta JOpOora, OfHO M3 HEMHOIHMX COXPaHMBIIMXCS
CBHAETENILCTB TOIO, YTO €€ COIUVIEMEHHHUKH — He IepBble
oburarenu JonuH. B Gbutbie BpeMeHa KTO-TO Apyroi mpojo-
XWI Bce 3OCLUHUE JOPOTH, TPOIbI ¥ TPaKThI.

Briepeau yxe MOXHO ObUIO pPa3jMYMUTh OYEPTAHHS MOTPE-

NaHHBIX ITOronoii n3pasgsHuUit y nogHoxus Jpakonsero Kprina.
3a goarMe Toabl CBOETO CYUIECTBOBAHHS HM3BaSAHHUSA 3TU TaK
BBIBETPWINCH, YTO TeNeph HEBO3MOXHO OBUTO CKAa3aTh, KOTO
OHM M306paxaioT. TeM He MeHee BBHITECaBIIME HX KOIAa-TO
CylIIECTBa SBHO NpeCiefOBAJIM ONpeAeIEHHYIO ueib. U Tpynu-
JIUCh OHM HaJl CKyJIbIITYpaMH, N0 BCceif BHIMMOCTH, JOBOJILHO
JOJITO.
Jo6paBuucs xo craryii, 'epTa pykoii B pyxaBulie IIpoBesia
no 60Ky oagHoi M3 HHX. BoBce He MOTOMY, YTO NOAOOHO
MECTHBIM KpecTbsiHaM Bepwia, OyaTo HM3BasiHUA oO0aamaior
HeKo# yymoaelicTBeHHO# cwioii. OHa nHiIb nobjiarogapuia
HX 3a TO, YTO OHH TaK XOpOIIO YKA3LIBAJIM AOPOTY.

Tpona nouwa noja yKiioH, H BeTep cTuX. OnsATh Hayauch
cyrpo6sl. JIo mpa3anuka IloBopora I'oma octaércs Bcero-to
JBAXABI TIO AeCATh AHeil. A otoM Ha cMeHy ooy Illepuns
npuaér 'og ExmHopora, KoTophit o6eliaeT GHITH OoJiee ynau-
HBIM.
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Hatu cHoBa cramo TpyaHee. Xora I'epra Kak crnemyer
3aTIHY/Ia peMHM Ha ToJieHH1IaX, CHET BCE paBHO Habwicd eit
B 6allIMaK¥ M HACKBO3b IPOMOYWI MOPTAHKH. ONHAKO AEBYLII-
Ka YIIOpHO LIaraja Aajiblie.

Jopora cKpbulach B 3apOCJISIX BeYHO3€JNEHOTO KyCTapHHKA.
B cBete 3axopsiiiero coJHLA JIMCTBA €ro Ka3ajlach TEMHON,
noyTtd y€pHoii. TecHo nepereTé HHEIE MeXIy co0O0li BETBH He
JAaJIM CHery 3achimath Tpomy. I'epra mo JeasHoMy MOCTHKY
nepelwIa Yepe3 GeXaBlIHii 10 KYCTApHHKY pYYeif M IOBEPHYJIA
Ha BOCTOK — K Cparwiniy ['yHHOPpEI.

Ilo mytm oHa MMHOBaJa POINHMIYy 3a4YaXIIMX OT 3MMHMX
XO0JIOnoOB AcpeBbeB. B HapyxHoIf cTeHe cBATIWIMINA 6B TIpO-
xog B dopmMe apku. ['epTa pelIUTEibHO CTYITIJIA TTOJ €T0 CBOJBI.

OxazaBlIuch BO BHYTpPeHHEM ABOpe, OHA YBHAENA Iepen
coboii Hu3eHbBKOE 31aHue. Y IBepH, IO CTOPOHAM KOTOpOii Ha
JEBYIIKY NO-KOLIa9b¥ COHHO TAapalllUIHCh IBa KPYIVILIX OKOH~
113, BUCEJI TSDKENBIN METAUTHYECKM# KOJIOKOJIbYMK WIH JBEPHOM
MOJIOTOK — OIIpEelle/INTh HaBepHIKA ObUT0 TpyaHo. OH MMen
dopmy cumBona I'YHHOPEI — cHenbIii MIOEHUIHBIH KOJIOC,
OOBHMBAIOLIMIA YCHITIAHHYIO TUVIOAAMH BETBb.

IlocTaBMB XONbE Yy CTEHH, YTOOH He Mewano, I'epra
TIO3BOHWIA. Pa3sfnajnicsi He 3BOH KOJIOKOJNIbYMKA, @ CTPAHHBIM
IIIyXOH 3BYK, KaK 6ynTo KTo-TO npousHéc ¢dpa3y Ha He3HAKO-
MOM JeByuIKe fA3bike. OgHako I'epra, XxoTs OHa M ObUia TYT
BIEpBLIE, OYEMY-TO HE MCITYTAJIACh.

CTBOpKM ABEpM pa3olUINCh. 3a HUMH HUKOIO HE OKa3a-
Jock, HO ['epra noHsia, 4TO €€ MpHIIAlIAloT BoWTH. BHyTpH
ZoMa OBUIO TEeIUIo, CAfKO MaxJyio TpaBaMM M 1BeTamu. Iloxo-
AWIO Ha TO, YTO, CAEJIaB OJUH TOJBLKO 1Iar, oHa XKak 6yaro
TniepeHecsach U3 XOJOQHOM, MEPTBOI 3UMBI B NOJIHYIO XU3HH
BECHY.

Ha cepaue cpasy moneryaio. MopmiuHel Ha 16y I'epThl
pa3srIagwiIMch, U AaXe CIMHA BpoJie cTajla 60/eTh NOMEHbLUE.

IToMmemenne oceelnany aBa ¢oHapsa. OHH BHCETH Ha KO-
JIOHHAX CIIpaBa M ClieBa OT BXOJa.

JleByllIKa cTOsIa nocpeaM y3Koro Kopugopa. M3obpaxéeén-
Hble Ha CTEHaX L[BEThI 6BUTH HAPHCOBAaHEI TAK MCKYCHO, YTO Ha

166



MTHOBEHME eii mokazajoch, OyaTo oHa oYyTWIack B camy.
BHe3amHO LBETOYHBIN KOBEP BIEpeoH 3alOEBETWICH, H OHA
TIOHsJIa, YTO TaM 3aHaBeCh, Y30p KOTOPOii MIOBTOPAET PHCYHOK
Ha cTeHe. [lo-npexHeMy HUKTO He crielnwi HaBcTpedy [epre,
M OHa NPOTAHYJA PYKY K 3aHaBECH.

Ho npexze yeM [eByIlLKa KOCHY/IACh TKAHH, Ta OTAEPHY/IACh
caMma co6oii, u nepea I'eproii OTKpbLIach Gosbluas KOMHATA.
Ona yBHzena cTon ¢ NPUABHHYTHIM K HeMy cTysioM. Hekoro-
pbIe U3 CTOSIBIIMX Ha CTOjIe 60 HAKPHITHI OLUTH KPHIIIKAMHU
— HaBepHoe, I TOro, 9YTobbl X COmEepXHUMOE He OCThHUIO.
JeBylka 3aMeTwIa elné XpyCTAIbHBIM O0KAaJ, HallONHEHHbII
KaKOH-TO 3eIEHOM XMIKOCTBIO.

— Ews... meit... — npoiuesecTes rojioc.

BanporHys, I'epra 06epHynacs. Huxoro. Y1 Tyt oHa noHsina,
gT0 6e3yMHO ronoaHa. OHa 6pocwia Ha MOJ KOIbE, MOJI0XMWIA
PSIIOM CBOH Y3€JI0K, YPOHHIA C IUTeY IUIAL ¥ OIyCTWIACh Ha
CTYII.

Ho npexpe 9eM Hayarb ecTh, OHa CKa3aja, obpainaschk
HEH3BECTHO K KOMY:

— bnaropapio 1e6:, nogarenb egnl. Crniacubo 3a TeIUIO U
panymue. Xo3gHKa 3TOro AoMa, XeJalo Tebe yaauyd ¥ SCHOro
HeGa noyrpy.

CrnoBa NoBHCJIIM B BO3IyXe.

I'epta yneIOHymach HeoXumaHHOM Mbicim. Beap 3to —
Cearwinine I'yHHophl. HeyxTo Benuxas Hyxnmaercs B 61aro-
JapeHUsAX CMEepPTHBIX?

TeMm He MeHee JAeBYIIKEe NMOKAa3aJIOCh, YTO OHA MOCTYIIIIA
BEpHO.

Effi HUKTO HE OTBETW], XOTS OHA Ha 3TO PacCYMTHIBAJIA.
IlepeGopoB cMmylieHme, I'epra IpUHsIAch pasmISALIBATD €ay.
AcTBa, KOTOpHIE €€ NMPHUIVIACWIM OTBEAaTh, ObUIM NOA CTaTh
npasgHUIHOMYy ctoiny Jlopna Homunbl. 3en€Hblif HaNMTOK,
TEIWIBIA M C IPHBKYCOM TpaB, ocBexma e€. OHa mMWwia ero
MaJICHBKHMH IVIOTKAMM, IILITAfCh ONpeAe/NTb, Ha YEM OH
HacTOeH.

Ilepenpo6oBaB Bcé, 9T0 GBUTO Ha CTONE, AEBYLIKA NMOAHSIA
KPHILIKY C caMoro 6oJbimoro U3 6:mon. DTo oKa3ajics Ta3HK C
TEIION Bo#oii, Ha MOBEPXHOCTH KOTOPOii IUIABAJIM JIETIECTKH
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useToB. I1BeThI cpenn 3uMsl! I'epTa BBIMBUIA PYKH, BRITEpJIA HX
JieXXaBIINM ITOOIU30CTH MOJIOTEHLIEM M OTKMHYJIAaCh Ha CIIHHEKY
CTyJa, rajas, Kakue elné yyfaeca yroroBwia et ['yHHopa.

B xoMHare Kak Oyaro crano Tviie. ['epra noleBemIace.
Pa3Be B cBsaTHINLIE HeT XpHUL? KTO-TO Beb NPHUIOTOBWI €Oy
M TIpUIJIacWI €€ K CTOMy.

OHa xe mpuluia cioga He npocro Tak! OHa He MOXeT
TIOTYCTY TEPATH Bpems!

— Benukasa! — I'epra BcTana. JleBymka oGpamaiack K
nmycToii KOMHate. B JanbHeM KoHLle NOMEIIEHH, IpaBia,
6bUTa ABEph, HO OHAa OCTaBalach 3aKPLITOM.

— Benukas... — nosropmwia I'epra. OHa HHUKoOrna He 6bUIa
0COoOeHHO Bepylollei, XOTs cobmofaia IHOCT, NMPHHOCHIA
XepTBbl, YTOOBI OBUT GoraThiii ypoxail, HepXajach COBETOB
opaxkyna ACTpPoOHa, KOTOPHIMM TOT HaJeJsUl NPHUXOXaH Ha
3ayTpeHe. Korna oHa 6pu1a cOBceM elli€é MaJIEeHBKOM I€BOYKOIM,
Mauexa noaapuia eil g610ko ['yHHOpEI, HaKazaB HOCUTh €ro
xaKk aMmyneT. OgHAaKo BCTYNMB B OpayHbIii Bo3pacTt, I'epta
BRIHYXI€Ha 6bLIa TOJIOXMTH 3TO A0J0KO Ha JOMaUIHWH aj-
Tapb, W60 TakoB ObUT oOnmaii. O TamHcTBaXx I'YHHOpPHI OHa
3HaJla TONBKO TO, 4YeM AENWIHCh C Heil MOAPYXKH, KOorma
MYXYHMHBI OCTaB/ISUIH MX ogHMX. ['YHHOpa IIOKPOBUTE/ILCTBO-
BaJia XCHIIIMHAM: TaK YTO, €CJIH HOCHULID B cebe APYTyIO X13Hb,
TIOHEBOJIE CTaHellb IPHCIYLIHBATHCH. ..

OnsaTh MoyaHHe B OTBeT. HeTeprnieHHe CMEHWIOCHh HHBIM
YYBCTBOM — OJIaroropeHHeM, a ObITb MOXeT, M cTpaxoM. Ho
yro ['YHHOpE 0 3aKOHOB, YCTaHOBJICHHBIX JoabMHu? EE 6ra-
TOCKJIOHHOCTH MOXET HCKATh M TIOpSAOYHAS XEHIIMHA, M
camasi NOCJIEOHSA LIUTIoXa.

BHe3anHo M GeclUIyMHO pacmaxHyjiach Ta, Apyrasi ABepb.
Ewé onno npurnamenue? OcTaBHUB JeXaTb Ha IONy IOA
TUIALIOM KOTIBE H y3eNoK, ['epTa nononuia K IBEpHOMY IIPOEMY.
3nech apoMaTt LIBETOB U TPaB OLUYyLIAJICA CHIbHee. Y pe3Hoii
KOJIOHHBI BO3BbIIIANIACH, TOAOOGHO aaTapio, KpOBaTh; B IoJIOBE
M B HOTax e€ CTOSUIM IB€ XAapOBHM, M3 KOTOPBIX KIyOaMM
NOAHUMAJICA K NOTOJIKY NMaxy4ddil AbIMOK. Pe3Hoil yzop Ha
KOJIOHHE ObUT BCE TOT Xe — KOJIOChbSI U BETBH.
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— OTnrbIxait, — BHOBb IpoluesiecTen rojioc. I'epra, xoTopoi
BIPYT HEeyOepXHMO 3aXOTeJIOCh CIaTh, KAK HEKOTOpOE BpeMs
Ha3aJ] — €CTb, NMoAONUIa K KPOBAaTH, MEIJICHHO YJIerach U
BBITSIHYJIACh BO BCIO IJIMHY CBOETO YCTAJIOrO TeJia. Y He€ Gonena
Kaxnasd KOCTOYKA. 3arycTeBIIMii JHIM HaKphUI €€ TOYHO ofie-
sutoM. OHa cMexXiuia BEKH.

Eii npuBHenacs KOMHaTa, 6oJblias 4acTh KOTOPOii TOHYNa
B noinympake. I'epra ollylllana NpUCYTCTBHE APYTHMX JIIONCH:
OHM TIPUXOOWIH M YXOXWIHM, OXHURIEHHO Oecenya MeXny
coboii. OnHaKO HMKTO U3 HMX He obpallayl Ha AEBYILIKY HU
Maneifiiero BHuMaHus. [TotoMm Bapyr ogHa n3 duryp npubiu-
3WIach, H OHa yBHEJIa XOPOIIO 3HAKOMOE, XOTS M HEMHOIO
T03a0bITOE 32 TOIbl Pa3yKH JIULIO.

— Onpdpena! — BocKIUKHyNa oHa. i nogymana? Tpya-
HO cka3aTb. Mauexa yinbiOHynachk I'epTe, ClIOXHMB pyKu B
JIpeBHEM TPUBETCTBUH.

— Tomy6xa Mos, romybka, — cJ0Ba YCIIOKaHMBaJIU, CJIOBHO
HcleNaoas Ma3b, HAIOXEeHHas Ha CBepOsUIyIo paHy.

I'epTe BCIOMHWINCEH BAPYT BCE COOBITHUS IpOLIEILIUX JIET,
M OHa He CMOIVIa yIepXaThkCsl OT CJ€3. BriruiakaBLIUCE,
ZeBYILIKa NOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO eif cTano jierdye. TeHb Dnbdpenst
MOBJIEKIa €€ 3a cob0if MHMO C TOJIOBOM YyLIEAUIMX B paboTy
Jiogeil B 3aJIUTYI0O CBeTOM Keaplo. TamM mx Xxpamu. [epra
HEBOJIbHO OIYCTHIA I71a3a; TAKHUM OCJIENIUTE/IbHO APKHM 6BUIO
3aMoJHsIBIIee KOMHATy cusaHMe. OHa yciblllajia BONIpoc U
OTBETHIA Ha HEro cO BCell HCKPEHHOCTHIO:

— Hert, g He xo4y JMMIUIKWTLCA TOIO, YTO HOLIY B cebe.

M npuxana pyku K XHMBOTY.

CusiHMe caenanoch ewé sipde. I'epra 3aroBopuwia CHOBa,
OTBeyas yXe Ha JPYToif BOIpoc:

— ¥ MeHs aBe npock6sl. YTO6H 3TOT peGEHOK 6bUT TONBKO
MOHUM, YTOOBI He YyHacjeNoBal HM 4YEPTOYKH OT TOro, KTO
oBiafen MHoil. Y 4To6B TOMy, KTO He OyIeT ero OTLOM,
NPHIIUIOCH OTBETHTh 32 CBOH IDEXH.

JoBonbHO f01TO0 HUYero He npoucxonmwio. [TlotoMm Bapyr u3
caMoro LICHTpa CHUSHUA BhIpBaICS Jy4 cBeTa. XoTa ['epra He
6bU1a MCKyLlIeHa B TaWHCTBaX [YHHOPBI, OHA TIOHSUIA, YTO 3TO
O3HayaerT. '
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E€ neppast npocs6a ycabinaHa. Pe6EHOK, KOTOphIi poauT-
cs1, bymer Tompko e€ pe6EHKOM. M cyanba ero B HamE€XHBIX
PYyKax.

Iepra momoxnmana, HO NPOHOJDKEHUS HE IIOCIEAOBAJIO.
Cusnue nomepxio — Bermikas yuwia. Ho Snpdpena ocranacs,
M JIeBYLUKA ITOBEPHYJIach K HEM:

— A Kak Xe BTopas rnpocnba?

— Mectb — He ma Benukoii, — noxkavasa rojioBoii TeHb.
— OHa JapuT Xu3Hb, a He cMepTh. Thl M36paHa MOpPOOUTH
HOBOTIO YeJIOBEKAa, H B 3TOM OHa Tebe nomoxeT. Uto xe go
octanbHoro... HyxHo uatn apyroii moporoii. Ho 3axmHalo
Tebs1, He Xoou — KOO ThMa MopoXIaeT Mpak.

IMpousnecs T cnopa, Disdpena ucyesna. lepra ocranackh
onHa. Y norpy3miacs B NIyOOKMi COH, KOTOPBIi He Hapylllajiu
HMKAKHME CHOBHMAEHMS.

IIpocHyBUIMCh, OHa MOYYBCTBOBAaJAa CeOf OTHOXHYBLICH
JAYUIOH ¥ TeNoM, Kak 6yATo, TOKa OHA Clajia, KTO-TO NMOCTaBII
el NMHUABKHM, KOTOpble BBITSHYJIHM Bce OOJIE3HM M HAIacTH.
CKOJBKO NPOIILUIO BpeMEeHH, OHA He 3HaJIa. YTOJIbs B XapOBHSIX
OCTLUIH, apOMaT LBETOB OLUI €Ba OLyTHM.

I'epTa omycTviach Ha KOJIEHH Y KOJIOHHBI M KOCHYJIACh JIGOM
mnona B 6e3MOJIBHO#M 6GlarogapHOCTH.

Ho 1Y LenuTebHBII COH, HU TpeocTepexXeHne Db penbl
He CMOIJIM HHYETO NOoAENaTh C IbUIaBHIeH B €€ IpyIH XaXIoi
MECTH.

Beriias B coceqHI0I0 KOMHaTy, ['epra o6HapyXuia, 9To CTOJ
ornaTk HakpeIT. OHa mepeKycuia, pa3ayMbiBasi, Kyla Hampa-
BUTbcA. Ponyan — HM 6/vDKHHE, HH JajlbHUE — He OaayT eif
npuiora. M3ruas e€, KyHo TeM caMuIM o6bsBII 06 €€ mo3ope
BCEMY CBeTy.

B nosic neBy1mIKH 6bUIO 3alIMTO HECKOJNBLKO OPWUIHAHTOB,
OTHIOAb HE YHCTOM BoAbl, fa ropctka MoHeT. OHa yMeeT
YUTaTh, pa3jIMyaTh TPaBbl, TOTOBHTb Ma3H, BHILIMBATL — HO
KOMY BC€ 3TO Hazno?

I'epra paccrpownach, HO JIMUIb YyTh-4yTh. C caMoro Mo-
MeHTa NpoOyXIeHUd [OeBylIKa OlIyllaja B CBOEM cCepale
THXYIO PafOCTh ¥ CTPAaHHYIO YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO BcE Oyaer B
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nopsanke. OHa pelnia 3arIaabIBaTh B 6yaylliee He Aajiee, 9eM
Ha JeHb.

Ecnu uamh npexHeii qoporoii, To BcKope nobepéuincs oo
IByX kpenocteif. CHauana HopaeHnzeiin, ManeHpKoe noceie-
HHe, cCKopee Bcero mpuulenuiee B ymaaok. Ero mpasurens
noru6 B 6uTBe y MuiocepaHoro nepepajia BMECTe ¢ CHIHOM-
HacJIeIHUKOM JBa roza Ha3alx. M Kro TaM Teneps 3anpaBiser
— HEeM3BeCTHO. BEITh MOXeT, KpenocTh BooOle 3abpolleHa.
A panpiie — I'puMMepaeii.

I'pummMepaeiin! I'epra nocraBuwiIa Ha CTOJ ITyCTOl CTaKaH.
I'pumMmepneiin...

I'puMMepneiin 66T MECTOM HE MEHEEe TAHHCTBEHHBIM, 9€M
Cesamwonne I'yHHopsl. M ecin BepUTbh XOAUBLIMM IIPO HEro
ciyxaM, Kyaa 6GoJyiee onacHeIM. BbITh MOXeT, ropHasi Tpona,
JPEBHOCTBIO HE YCTYTIaBLIas TOM KPemocTH, H3HAYaJIbHO Bela
MMEHHO TYyJha.

I'epTa cTasa BcCmOMMHATB, YTO eif H3BeCTHO 0 [ puMMepaeii-
ne. TaM, roe-To BbICOKO B ropax, ectb XKabuit Kpyr. Jlioou
TIONHMMAIOTCA TYAa, YTOOBI IONIPOCUTD 00 HCTIOIHEHHH CBOMX
xenaHui. Ilo cayxaM, Bce npoch6bl BRINOMHAIOTCS. YTO Tam
rosopmwna Ombdpena? Y I'yHHOpH TpeGoBaTh cMepTH Oecrio-
JIe3HO, Hao M36paTh Apyroi myThb. BBITH MOXET, pasragka eé
HenoHATHOM ¢pa3m — I'pummepaeiin?

I'epra c BHI3OBOM oINfigenach — He NMOYYBCTBYET JIH OHa
ocyXIeHue B caMoif atMocdepe KoMHaThl. Ho Hudero nogo-
GHOro He CJIYIWIOCH.

— Bnaropapio 3a eay, — Npon3Hec/Ia OHa, KaK 10JIarajioch
1o o6br4alo, — ONarocjORIAI0 MPHIOT M, BEIXOAA B JOPOIY,
XeJalo TONMbKO fobpa.

CKpenuB IUIall 3aCTEXKOH y ropJja, oHa HaKMHyJa Ha
rojyiosy xamouoH. W, iepxa B ofHO# pyKe y3€JIOK, a Ipyroi
CXHMasd KONbE, BHILIUIA Ha COJTHEYHbINH cBeT. B3y e€ ycTpeM-
JIEH 6LUT Ha JaTIEXHE TOphl — 33 HUMH JieXas I'puMMepaei.

K nonynHio oHa nobpanack o okpyxasiux HopaeHaeiin
YTECOB M 3allepXajiachk, YTOOLI MOJy4llle pasIIAAeTh KPOXOT-
Hoe mnoceneHde BHH3y. OHO 6pUIO OGHTacMBIM: M3 Tpy6
TNOAHHMAJICH IbIM, Ha CHEry BHOHEJHCH CJieAbli MOJIO3bEB H
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sIMKM, OCTaB/licHHble Horamu miofeif. CaMa Xe KpemnocTb
BhITJIAAEIA 3a0pOlIeHHOH M He MoAaBajla NPU3HAKOB XHU3HHU.

CxoJbKo ellé ocranoch myTy Ao I'puMmMepaeiina, I'epra He
3HaJia, a 3UMoii TeMHeeT 6bicTpo. OnMH U3 TOMHKOB BHH3Y OLLI
no6onsine apyrux. Hexorna Hopaenaen NOCTOSHHO CITYy XKW
NPUBAJIOM MAcTyXaM, NepeBO3HBLINM TIOKHM C OBeubeil 1lep-
cThio Ha peiHOK B KomMm Xaii. KoneyHo, Kakoif TaM HBIHYE
PBIHOK, OHAKO TOCTOSUIBII ABOpP, OBITh MOXET, €1UE CYlIecT-
BYET U €if He OTKAXYT B IIPHIOTE.

Jopory BHU3 pa3Besno, H ['epTa coBceM 3ampIxajach, moka
Iobpaiach 10 3aMeYEHHOTO ¢ rophl JoMa. OHa He olIMONach:
Hag ABepblo ObUIa MPHOHKTA MOONEKIIas OT BpEMEHU BBIBECKA,
KoTopas M3Belllajla, YTO 30eCh HAXOAMWTCS IOCTOSUIBbIA ABOP.
HapcTpeuy aeByliKe nonaiuch ABoe MyxX4uH. OHHU TaK ycTa-
BWIHCh Ha He€, CJIOBHO OHa ObUla He OHa, a KaKoH-HUOynb
IpakoH. BuaHoO, 4yXaKu peako 3amisabIiBajid Teneps B Hop-
OeHOenI.

EnBa I'epra oTKphUIa IBEPh, B HOC €l yaapwl 3anax MULIH,
KPETKOTo JepPEeBEHCKOIO 3Ji1 M MOTa MHOTUX YeJIOBEYeCKHX
TeJ, JOJITo NMpeObIBaBIIHX B HENPOBETPHMBAEMOM ITOMELIEHHH.

B OonHOM KOHIlle KOMHAaThl pacrojiarajici KaMHH, TaKoM
OTpOMHBIi, YTO B HETO JIETKO MOMECTWIOCH Obl NMPHIMYHBIX
pa3MepoB OpeBHO; B HEM XapKoO IbUIajJl OTOHb.

O6cTaHoBKa Obl1a HeGoraToi: OOMBIION CTOM € JIaBKaMH
TIOCpEIH 3aJTbl Ja CTOJIMK NIOMEeHbllle, 3aCTaBIeHHbIN NOCYI0H,
y KamMmuHa. Criy>kaHKa B 3acaJIeHHOM IUIaThe M JBOE€ CHIEBIIMX
BO3JIe KaMMHA MYXYHH Bo33pwinch Ha [epTy, He mbITasch
CKPBITh U3YMJICHHUS.

JeBylka OTKHHY/A KalIoOlOH Y, IPEUCIIOJIHEHHAS Bephl B
cebs, yIbIOHynach UM:

— CuacTes BallleMy JOMY.

Kakoe-To BpeMst oHM MoT4aIi. BUaHO, MX TaK OllIeIOMIIO
e€ TosiBIeHHe, YTO OHH YTpaTwiu aap ped. [lotoM ciryxaHka,
BBITEPEB PyKH 00 1 6€3 TOro yXKe XMpHLIHA hapTyK, caesaia uiar
BIiepEn.

— UM BaM TOTO Xe€... — OHa NOMoJTYaJIa, OLleHUBas MaTepu-
ajJ, U3 KoToporo O6bul clIMT mnau [epTel, U e€ MaHepy
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IepXarbcd, — ..rocnoxa. YeM MbI MOXeM YCIYXHTb BaM?

— MHe HyXHa ea M IIOCTENb — €CJIH OHA 3I€Ch €CTh.

— Eny-To MBI HaiinéM, HO NMPOCTYIO M Ipybylo, rocrioxa, —
npo6GopMoTana ciyxaHka. — [logoxauTe, s NO30BY XO34HKY.

OHa BBIOEXaJa H3 3aJIbl, 3aXJIOITHYB 32 cO60H IBeph C TAKOH
TIOCTIEIIIHOCTHIO, OYATO onacanack, 4to I'epra noiinér crenoM.

Ho meByiuka, oT0XHB KOIBE M Y3€JI0K, pacCTerHyna Iuiall
M MoJolUa K KaMUHy. 3y0aMH OHa CTAHY/a ¢ 3aMEp3LIHX PYK
pyxaBulsl. CHaeBllIMe Ha JaBKe MYXYHHBI MO4a ITOABHHY-
JIMCh. B3rmanbl MX no-npexHeMy BhIpaXald M3yMIEHHe.

A Beasp I'epTa cumTana, 4to onera npocto. E€ 100Ka-6proku
D151 BEpXOBOI €3b1, YYTh YKOPOUYeHHbIe, YTOObI yIo6Hee ObL10
KapabKaThCs 1o X0JIMaM, YXe U3pAaHo nooorpenamice. [ uTeé
Ha KypTKe 6BUIO HHYYThH He MbIlUIHEe, YeM y KaKoif-HHOyIb
KpecThIHCKOM A04KH. Tyro CTAHYThIE B ITy4OK BOJIOCHI Tiepe-
XBaThIBaJIa caMasi OOLIKHOBEHHAS IETKOBOH JeHToYKa. OIHaKo
cylfd Mo TOMY, KaK pas’I/IAObIBAIN €€ 3TH IBOE, MM IUIaThe
T'epTHI MpeacTaBIsUIOCh NMPa3IHUYIHBIM HApAdOM.

JleBy1IKa nombITanach NPUHATL Ge3pa3TMYHbI BHI.

B 3amy Biuerena mopooHas XeHunHa. Yemneu, walhb Ha
NOKATHIX IUIeYaX, I00Ka HEMHOIMM YMlle CIyXaHKHHOH.

— MwutocTH npocHM, rocnoxa! Muwioctd npocuM! XeH-
KuH, OuM, a Hy-Ka BcTaBaifre! [lycTHTe rocnoxy K orsio!

MyX4YHHBI TOPOTUIMBO BCKOYMIIH.

— Manka cka3ana, YTo Bbl HyXZaeTech B Howiere. Mbl paasl
6ygeM CITy>XHTb BaM.

— bnaropapro.

— Bam Myx, oH cHapyxu? ¥ Hac eCTh KOHIOLIHS...

I'epTa noxayvana rososoii.

— J ogHa M MpHILWIA NELIKOM.

3aMeTHB BeIpaXeHHUe JIMIA XO35iKH, oHa NMpHbaBuia:

— B Takoe BpeMAd HYXHO TOKODHO IIPMHHMATh Iaphl
Cynp6bl.

— VBB, Tocnoxa, Kak 310 BepHo! Canurech Xe! — XeHLUIU-
Ha cOOCTBEHHOH 1aJIblI0 CMaxHyJjla C JJABKH IThLTb.

KoMHara, xoTopyio eii BBIIETIWIH, TIOX0XE, IOBOJILHO OO0~
ro mycroBaiia. JIExa Ha nogorpeToM y KaMMHa GeJibe, NOHHMasl,
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YTO JTy4lnero eii HUKTO 3aech He NpeIoXuT, ['epra pasmbni-
JIsUIa Hall TeM, YTO € YIIOCh Y3HaTh Y XO3SHKH.

HopaeHaeiin ¥ B caMOoM Iiesie NpHINEN B ynagok. Bumecte ¢
MpaBUTEJIEM H €r0 CBIHOM NOIH0710 MHOTO JOCTOMHBIX MOAEH.
Te, KTO yuenen M BepHyJcs, He CNIOCOOHBI ObLTH BO3POAHTH
HeKoraa InpolBeTasllee noceneHue. Joporoif, mo KoTopoi
OHa TNpHIIUIA, MOJb3YIOTCA TeNeph PENKO: €CIH yX Ha TO
TOLIUI0, HUKTO YyXOM 31eCh He MOSRISLICA ¢ Hadasa 3uMhl. Ha
BOCTOKE M Ha Iore JeJja Bpole 651 06CTOST NOTydine, H TOTOMY
cioBaM ['epThI, YTO OHA, MO, HAET K XHBYLIMNM TaM POIHYaM,
JOBOJILHO JIETKO NOBEPIIH.

Koe-4yTo ynasoch BhiBedaTth M O I pinvMepaeiiie. Tam Toxe
MMeJICs TOCTOSUTRIN ABOP, nobomnpine 3aeimHero. Koraa xo3sii-
Ka YyTIOMSTHYJa TIPO 3TO, I71a3a e€ 3aBHCT.IHBO O1ecHyH. Mo
TAMOLIIHErO NOCTOSUIOTO IBOpa MPOXOIMT C 3amana Ha BOCTOK
AOopora, Mo KOTOPOH HbIHE BO3BPAlNATHCh IOMOH PEKPYTHI. A
XEHAa XO3SMHA TaMOIIHEro IBOpa, peBHHBAasA IO HaType,
BBITHQJ1a U3 JOMa BCEX CITYXAaHOK.

Paccnpaiusats npo XKa6 'epTa He pHCKHYMa, Ia U XO3siKa
MHMOXOJOM 3aMETWIA, 4To nanblue ' pumvepaeiiia mo Crapoit
Jlopore ny4iie He XOAUTL. A €CITH YX TaK NPUCIHIIIO, Kyna
CNOKOIHee BHIITTH Ha TPAaKT M NPOAO.TXaTh ITyTh 10 HEMY, XOTS
TaM TOXe He BCE MNIagKo M pa30oOMHHUKH NPAIYTCA IYTh JIM HE
3a KaXIbIM KYCTOM.

Kak eii noctynurs, I'epra e1né He 3Ha71a, HO rotosa 6bL1a
XIaThb CKOJILKO Halo, YTOObl pellieHHe CO3peo.

2

IToTonok B 3aj1e TpakTHpa G6bLT HH3KHM: TTOCETHTE.TH TIOYTH
KacaJIuCh IoJIOBAaMH TNonepedHbixX 6a10K. C HUX CBELIMBATHCH
MacJIsiHbI€ JIaMIibi. C BETa OT JlaMIl 65110 YyTh, a2 KOMTTICTH OHH
HelaaHo. B manbHeM KoHLle KOMHAaThl pe3Has Ieperopoaka
CKpLIBasa 3a Co60# CTOJ, Ha KOTOPOM rOpe;TH CaThbHbIE CBETH.
CMpaj OT HUX MEIIAJICA CO MHOXECTBOM APYTHX MATTONpPHAT-
HBIX 3aIaxoB.

Hapoay B 3ane cuieno AOCTATOYHO LIS TOTO, YTOOH Y
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Vnetxu Popu pasps3aincsa A3eiK. CTod Y OCBELIEHHOTO CBe9aMH
CTOJIa M BBIKA3RIBasA TEM CaMbIM 0coboe IMOYTEHHUE TocTIM —
0, yX GlaropogHy10-TO KpPOBb OHa Daclio3HaeT C IIEpBOro
B3I1a, OyabTe MOKOWHBI, — X034iKa ycIieBajja ellé CIeIHTh
3a IByMsi TIOJIOBRIMM, KOTOPBle HOCWIHCH OT CTOJIa K CTOJNY.

OnpHako YneTka oOMaHyJIach, XOTS 1 NEpeBUAAIA Ha CBOEM
BEKy HeMaJlo NMyTHWKOB. Jla, KOHEYHO, OOMH H3 TPOMX —
MJIagIOWii CHIH 3delnHero - mpapurens. Ho kpoBasas Oypsa
YHHYTOXWIA ero daMIILHYIO KpenocTs, ¥ B Koppuaeiine He
OCTAJIOCh HUKOTO, KeM GbI OH MOT NpaBUTh. JIpyroit — npexne
CIYXWI KOMaHIHUPOM JIYYHHKOB B APYXHMHE KAKOTO-TO TaM
KHA3s, BepHee, 6bU1 Ha3HaY€eH Ha 3TO MECTO IIociie TOro, KakK
TIOrH0JTH TpOe €ro NpeallecCTBEHHUKOB, Kya JIydle CIIpaBisiB-
IIUXCSI CO CBOMMH O0S13aHHOCTSIMHM. A C TpeTbHM — Booblue
HenoHATHO. OH MaJIo rOBOPII, NIPEATIOYNTAS OTMATIMBATLCA,
M COOYTBUILHMKM €TI0 HE MOIVIM CKa3aTb, OTKYZla OH B3sUICH.

Bo3apacToM oH 6LLT FIe-TO MeXIy CBOMMH ToBapuiaMu. [1o
KpaliHeil Mepe TaK XO3siiiKe IT0Ka3aJIoch CHavdala, HO IOTOM
OHa 3aCOMHeBaJIach, NOCKONBLKY OH NPUHAJIEXAJ K YUCITY TeX
XY[OIIABBIX, XIIHCTBIX MYXYHH, KOTOPBIX, HAYHH OHH OTIyC-
XaTh Gopopy, JIETKO NPHHSATL H 3a IOHOUIY, M 3a 4YeJIOBeKa
cpenHux net. [IpaBna, 6oponnl y Hero He 6bU10 — NOAGOPOAOK
M IEKH TaKHe ITIalKue, CJIOBHO OH NOOGpIICS JIMLD Yac Ha3aj.
HioxH1010 YeIi0cTh, caMylo YyTOYKy 3aXBaTbIBasi YTOJIOK PTa,
Tiepecekas LIpaM.

Bonockl ero 6UTH OCTPIDKEHEBI KOpode, YeM N0JIarajioch o
Mozie, — OBITb MOXeET, M1 TOro, YroOnl ynoOHee ObUIO
HaJleBaThb TSOKENBIH 1IUIEM, KOTOPBIH JieXaJsl ceiyac Ha cToJjie o
NpaByl0 pPYKy OT philaps. Bua y uuiema ObLT ZOCTAaTOYHO
NOTPENAHHBIA; rpeGeHb, HEKOFIA YKpallaBlIHWi €ro cBEpXY,
CHECEHHBINM MOHIIHELIM YAapOM, IIPEBPAaTWICSA B METAJUINYECKHH
06pyboK.

OnHako Koibyyra, KOTOpasi BUAHENAach M3-TOJ TTOHOLIEH-
HOTIO IUIalja, TIpopex KakK OyATo He HMena. BIOXEHHBIH B
HOXHbI Y TIosica Me4 C NPOCTOil pyKOATBIO, TIPHCJIOHEHHBIH K
cTeHe 0oeBoli JIYK — BCE TOBOPHIO O TOM, YTO YeJIoBEK 3TOT
chenan BoliHy cBoMM peMeciioM. Ho ecnii oH ¥ ObLT HaEMHH-
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KOM, TO IBHO HE U3 TeX, KOMY Ha BOifHe noBe3Jio. HaMETaHHbII
IMIa3 XO3SWKM He 3aMeTWI HH JparolieHHbIX 3allOHOK, HH
HCKYCHOM paboThl NpSCKEK — Bellleif, KOTOPBIMH TaKue, Kak
OH, OOBIYHO pacIUIaYMBaIMCh 3a HOwIer. OnHaKo KOrjaa phl-
Lapb NPOTAHYJ PYKY, YTOObI B3ATh CTaKaH, Ha 3aIlfiCThe ero
CBEPKHYJ BAPYT OpacyieT — LIHPOKAasi TI0JIOCKA 30JI0Ta, YCesiH-
Hasi JparoliecHHBIMH KAMHSIMM M YKpallleHHasl TAKOM 3aTeIMBOH
pe3bboii, 4To pa3obpaThcs B €€ XUTPOCIUIETEHHUSIX ¢ NEPBOTO
B3MIAa OBLUIO MONPOCTY HEBO3MOXHO.

OH cuzesn, NPUKPHIB I7l1a3a, CJIOBHO NMOTPYXEHHEIA B pa3-
MrinuieHuA. Ho Ha caMoM Jiesie BHUMATEIbHO NPHUCTYLIHBAICS
— HE CTOJILKO K NOJIYTIbSIHOM 6OJTOBHE TOBapHLIeH, CKOJILKO
K BO3HUKABUIMM TYT M TaM B 3aJie pa3roBOpaM.

B TpaxkTHpE 3THUM BedepOM COOpaIMCh OOBIYHbIE ITOCETUTE-
JIM: KpECThsIHE, TPHIIE/IINE TOCUIETD 32 KPYXKKOH JOMAIIHETO
AYMEHHOIO NHUBa H NOOOJITaTh C COceAAMH, OpoasTIne BOSKH,
TOTepSBLINE CIYXKOy M3-3a TOTO, YTO MX KHA3bS IOTHOIH WIH
Pa30pIIMCh HACTOJILKO, YTO HE B COCTOSTHHM OBUIH coiepXaTh
HaéMHBbIe IpyXHHBbI... BoliHa 3aKoHYIIach MO6ENOi, HO 3eMIA
JeXasa BbDKKEeHHasl, 6ecruioqHas. [loTpebyeTcst HeManio Bpe-
MEHH M yCcwimii, 4yro6sl Bo3poauTh Bepxnuii Xawiax.

To, yro mMpuOBIBLINE M3-32 MOpEH 3aXBaTYHKH He YCIEIH
YTalIUTh K cebe Ha Kopabiy, OHH YHHMYTOXIIH, KOTIa CTajo
SICHO, YTO JeNo obopayuBaeTcsi MIPOTUB HHUX.

BMecTe ¢ IpyrHMM paTHHKaMH OH OKa3aJcs TOrha B ellé
IbIMsILIIEMCS NIOPTY, YTOOBI IperpagyuTh JOPOI'y TEM U3 BParos,
KTO He yCIieJ1 BEpHYThCS Ha Kopabny M ocTajics Ha Ipuopex-
HOM IIecKe: C OJHOH CTOPOHH — YIpIOMOe Mope, a ¢ ApYyTroii
— moau u3 Jonun.

IopT apIMIICSA: ropesH OONUTEIE MacJIOM U TIONOXCKEHHEIE
3amachl NpoBHaHTa. BoHB cTosla TakKasl, YTO JaXe BOWHBI
Topoii TepsIi codHaHKe. ONyCTOLIMB CTPaHYy, Bpark YCTPOWIH
3TOT NMOXap, YTOOBI BHI3BaTh BCeoOINMii rojiof, — nejio Belb
TIpoMcXoawWio nocpeay 3uMelL. Ot nieta xureneit Jloaun otae-
Jis71a JoJrasi Yepella XOJIOAHEIX IHEe, 1a U JIeTO — He CIlaceHue:
npuaETcs qoxuaarsea ypoxas. Eciu oH Gyaer, 3ToT ypoxaid,
€CJIM Haln€rcsd AOCTAaTOYHO 3epHa ISl CeBa, €C/IH B NOpHBIX
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JOJMMHAX COXPAHWINCh OBEYBH OTApHI, €CJIH CTaa OANIABIIETO
CKOTa CMOTYT HaifTH cebe NponuTaHKe Ha rpaHuax [1ycToHn
M CHOBA HaYHYT pa3MHOXAaThCS.

MHorue JONMMHBI COBEpUICHHO obe3mozenn. MyX4YMHEI
noru6au B 6ofAX; XEeHIIMHBI, €CJIM NOBe3/10, 6eXalu B INTyOb
CTPaHBl, HHOTAA MONaJajid B pabcTBO K 3aXBaTYMKAM — WIH
ToXe IOoruoau. BHITH MoOXeT, MOrMOIIMM IOBE3JI0 GOJblle
Bcex. [la, mena-nenuiIKH...

OH nocTaBWI CTaKaH Ha cToi. JIpyras ero pyka Jieria Ha
PYKOSATh Meda, MaIbLbI KPEeNKo cXanuch. ONHAKO B3IVIAA
priLapsa ObUI YCTPEMJIEH Ha IIEPETOPOAKY.

B Ttakxoe BOT BpeM# 4YeNOBEeK, He OONEJIEHHBII yMOM M
JOCTaTOYHO CMEJIbIif, MOXET Ha4yaTh HOBYIO Xu3Hb. UMeHHO
3Ta MBICTh IIOTHaJa €ro Cloia, 3acTaBWiIa OTKa3aThCs OT
cayx6n y @purnreda u3 Cammepcaeiina. K yeMy KoMaHgo-
BaTh JYYHHKaMH, KOTAQ MOXHO Jo6urscsa 60Jbluero, ropasao
* GoJplIero?

Ho I'puMMepaeiina 3aXBaTYNKHN He JOOPAIMCh, 3aTO HTbLLIE
JIexar Kpas, KoTophle nogo6Has ygada obouwia cropoHoii. OH
HaMepeBaJcs OTHICKATb OJMH U3 HUX — TaKoii, e Bpsj 1
OOBABUTCS COMEpHUK. A ecli TaM OOHapyXHTCA KHSATMHS,
KOTOopasi He TIOKHMHYJIAa POJOBYI0O KpeIllocTb, — YTO X, TeM
Jryqirie. OH OGJIM3HYJT HIXKHIOIO Iy0Y, CJIOBHO B IIPeABKYLICH MU
ocobeHHo BKycHOT0 61101a. OH He 0cOGEHHO BEpIJI BCEM 3THM
POCCKa3HSM HACYET yoayd WIM HeBeseHMsA. OH cuMTal, 4TO
YesloBeK caM TBOPHT CBOIO CyabOy, 3Hasl, 94ero xodeT, U He
CBOpavMBask HM Ha 1ar ¢ HaMe4YeHHOro ITyTH.

OnHako ceifyac OH He MOT OTHE/IaThCA OT MBICJIH, YTO €CJIM
XeJ1aeT UCTIOJIHEH M CBOeH MIbYMILIECKOM MEYTEI, TO HOIKEH
JeicTBOBaTh M IOLUYCTpee.

OH, TpucTaH HHOTKyIa, B KOHIIe KOHLIOB CTaHeT JlopaoM
TpucraHoOM, IpaBUTEIEM KaKOH-HHOYAL He ocoBeHHO 3axyaa-
JIo# JONMUHBI. A 4TO6BI TaK CIy4YWIOCh, Halo AeiicTBOBaTh — U
HeMeIId.

— Hanwupaii! — Monopoit Yppe, cuneBuinii psinoM ¢ Tpuc-
TaHOM, C TaKOM CHJION yIapWI MycTOM KPpyXKOM IO CTOJIy, YTO
OIHAa M3 CBedYeil IOKAa4yHyNach, ODLIBHYB BOKDYT KaIUIIMH
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ropsyero Xupa. BribpaHuBIIMCH, Yppe IIBHIPHYN KPYXKY
Yepe3 MEeperopoiKy, H OHa CO 3BOHOM 3alphirajia 1o KaMeH-
HOMY ToJIy o01eii 3aJbl.

XpoMoitf ciayXKa HaKIOHWICA H Tnogobpan e€, GpocHB
MCIIyTAaHHBIH B3IVIS Ha Yppe B Ha XMypYIO XO3SIKy, KoTopast
yXe cClellwla K 3HaTHBIM IIOCETHTEJIAM C IIOAHOCOM; Ha
TMoAHOCE B TAaKT €€ llaraM NO3BAKUBAIM IOJIHBIE KPYXKH.
TpucTaH OTOABHHYJNCA OT cToja. Bcé — Kak oObIYHO, XaK
6LIBAJIO YXe He pa3. Yppe HanbEéTcs BAPHI3T, M €10 pa3Be3€T,
NpU4€M He CTOJIBKO OT 3TOIO MoilIa, KOTOpoe 3[eCh, B ropax,
MMEHYIOT BUHOM, CKOJIbKO OT XaJlOCTH K caMoMy cebe. OH
HA4YHET COKPYIIATLCA O TOM, YTO NOTEpPSJI, M €My BOBCE He
NPUXOAHUT B TOJIOBY, YTO OH MOT Obl KO€-YTO U NMpHOOpecTH.

OHCB3I1 OyeT BHHMATEIbHO TIPUCAYIIMBATLECA K ero bop-
MOTaHMIO, pa3pIrphiBast M3 cebs Baccasia. Ho kak TolBKo y
Yppe KoHYaTCs AEHBIH M €0 POICTBEHHBIE CBA3H ITIEPECTaHYT
JOCTaB/IATh UM MPONMUTAHUE M KpbIly Haja rosoBoi, OHCBoH
TYT X€& cOeXur.

IToxaunyii, IpHlIUIa TIOpa MM paccTaThbCs, TogyMaln TpucTaH.
Tonky oT HMX HHKAKOro, Aa U NOMYyTYUKA OHHM HE U3 TPUSIT-
HBIX.

Ho TpakTup nmoxkmaats ew€ paHoBaTo. Benb mocTosuibit
OBOp 3TOT pacHojloXeH Ha Oonpliod mopore, U OaXe OHSA,
TIpOBEAEHHOTO TYT B Ge3menbe, XBaTHUT, YTOObI pPa3XUTLCH
TOJIE3HBIMH cBeJeHUsIMU. KpoMe Toro, oH yxe npHcMoTpen
cebe IBOMX TOBapHilieil Ha Oynyiiee.

Kouenéx y Hero He Takoil MyXJblif, YTO6b MOXHO 6BLIO
NOBEPTETh 30JIOTOH MOHETOH Tepel HOCOM JIyYHMKa WIH
KONEeHINIKa ¥ MPeJIOXUTb UM ciryx6y. [ToToMy HyXXHO UCKaTh
monei HamomobWe ero caMoro — mnepeKaTH-IIoJie, TOTOBBIX
TIOIMaTh yayy 34 XBOCT, CIIOCOOHbIX OLIEHHTH NIPEUMYLLECTBA
CIIyX0bl y YeJloBeKa, KOTOPbIi XaXIET BO3BLICUTLCH.

Y1o6bl NMOKOPHTHL OCTaBIUMXCA O3 XO3AHHa KpECThsH,
BOBCE He 0053aTeJIbHO UMETH IoA HadajoM apMHIo. JloluHe
6e3 npaBHTE/IA JOCTATOYHO C MOJIIOXHUHBI OTIBITHBIX, XOPOLUIO
BOOPYXEHHBIX OOMIIOB — M I€JIO B lIUISINE.

Ero o6ysano pagocTHoe BoJIHEHME, KaK CIy4aJloCh BCAKHIA
pa3, KOFAa OH ROXOAWI A0 3TOTO MeCTa B CBOMX MBICJICHHBIX
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paccyxaeHussx. Ho oH naBHO Hayywics He BbIKA3blBaTh OT-
KpbITO YyBCTB, Ye€M pe3K0O OTIHYaIcS OT OOoJIbLIMHCTBA
TOBapHllleii-Ha€ MHUKOB, XOTS BCSYECKH CTapaicd 3aTylUeBaTh
pa3suiy. OH BoBce He ObUI CBATHIM, OH rpabui, paciyTHHYaJ,
yOMBa — HO 3HAJ Mepy.

— Tloitny cmath, — OH NOOHSJICA M B3sU1 JyK. — [lopora
6bL1a monrad...

¥Yppe ero ckopee Bcero He YCIbIMAl, BHUMaHHE IOHOLUX
LIEJIMKOM TIOTJIOTHJ NMPUOMDKAIOIMIACA TIOAHOC C KPYXKaMHU.
OHCB3¥ ¢ OTCYTCTBYIOLIIMM BHIOM KHMBHYJI — OH, KaK OOBbIYHO,
BO Bce IJ1a3a cienma 3a Yppe. OQHaKo Xo3siiKa oTpearupopaia
HeMeLq:

— Crnatb, pocroiiHblii rocnoauH? C Bac TPM MOHETHI.
KaMuH B KoMHaTe pa3xedb?

— Ja.

Xo3siika KIHKHY/A CIyXKy. TOoT noakoBsUsU1 K TpucTany,
-BBITHpasl IPs3Hble PYKHM O YEPHBIE OT KOIMOTH JIOXMOTbS
dapTyka, 0OBA3aHHOIO BOKPYT TAJIHH.

Ecnu noMeleHus B HIDKHEM 3Taxe TPaKTHpa ObUTH J1OBO-
JILHO TIPOCTOPHBIMH, TO HaBepXy KapTHHA Oblia COBEPLICHHO
nHo¥. KoMHara, B KoTopyio ciryxKa npuBén TpucraHa, noxo-
AWla cKopee Ha KOHYPY, €IWHCTBEHHOE OKOIIKO 3aKpbIBaj
CTaBeHb, yAepXUBaeMblii TSDKENLIM 3acoBoM. Ha nomy Bans-
JUCh cyxue cteOmH TpocTHHUKA. [IpsiMo Ha HUX cTosiia rpybo
CKOJIOYeHHasi KpOBaThb C IpPyloil HaBaJIeHHBIX IOCTEIbHBIX
NpHHaLIeXHocTei. O6ellaHHbI KAMMH HAaYHCTO OTCYTCTBO-
Ban. KoMHaTKy xoe-Kak oborpeBaja XapoBHS Ha HOXKaX, B
KOTOPOH TJIEJI0 HECKOJIBKO YToIbKoB. CTy/IOM BO3Jie KpMBOGO-
KOTO CYHAYKA STBHO IOJIb30BATKCDH B KayecTBe cTona. Ciayxka
IIOCTaBWI Ha HETO CBEYY M XOTeJI ObUIO YITH, HO pasrIsiae BLIMMA
oKHO TpucTaH OKJIMKHYI ero.

— Oii, npuATeNb, B KAKOH OCaie Bbl TYT OTCHXKHBAJIHCH?
ITocMoTpH, Kak 3apXaBell 3acOB!

MasibymiKa npuXascs K ABEpPHOMY KOCAKY. Y Hero oTBHC-
J1a YeNI0CTh. BHITJISIAUT KaK MOJIOYyMHBI#, YCMEXHYJICA IPo ceOst
Tpucran. Ho Bo B3rmdme ciiyXxy, ycTpeMJIEHHOM Ha OKHO,
6BUIO HE TONBKO cjlaboymMHe — B HEM OTYETIMBO YMTAJICA

cTpax.
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— X-x-x-a... %Xabbl, — ei1e BoroBopn1 oH. I[lomHaB
JIalOHH Ha YPOBEHb TIPyAH, OH TAaK CTHCHYI NaTblibl, YTO
KOCTSLIKH nobeienn

TpHucTaHy JOBOAWIOCH CIIBIILIATh pa3Hble ITPO3BH1IA BParos,
HO BOT XabaMHM MX ell€ HHKTO He Ha3BIBATl, M IIOTOM,
HacKOJIBKO €éMy M3BECTHO, Ao I puMMepaeii1a oHH He mo6upa-
JIUCh.

— XKab6b1? — nepecnpoci oH.

Manb4HiKa NOBEPHYJ IOJIOBY TaK, YTOObI He IMISIeTh HH B
OKHO, HY Ha TpucTaHa. OH IBHO 3aMBILILILT 6ercTBO. MyXuni-
Ha JIETKMMH, OeClDyMHBIMM lIaraMH Ilepec€K Y3eHBbKYIO
KOMHATKY M B3sUI CIYXKY 3a IUIeuO.

— Yro 3a Xa0Onl Take? — TPAXHY:T OH TApHA.

— Xao0kl... Te caMble... — MaJTb9MIOKA, BHIHO, IyMas, 9TO
TpHcTaH NOHMUMaET, 0 4YéM pedb. — OHH... OHH CHAAT NOCcpeIH
Crosraux KaMHel... Te, 9TO NPHHOCAT 3710 -TOISM...

IToMoiryas, ciryXkKa BOPYT BBIIUTIOHYM:

— Bce 3Halor npo XKab us I'pimMepaeiinal

W BHe3anmHbIM IOBIDKEHHEM, JOKA3BIBABLIMM, YTO yberarb
eMy He BIepBOM, OH BHIPBAJICS H McYe3 3a ABepblo. MyxduHa
He CTaJ ero npecjaeAoBaTh.

Bk egMHCTBEHHOM CBEYH MTPATH Ha €r0 HaXMYpEeHHOM
yuue. XKa6pl, I'puMMepaeitn — YTO-TO CMYTHO 3HaKOMOE.
Hano nopwirecs B naMsaTu. YTto eMy M3BeCTHO o Xabax H O
I'pummMepaeiine?

Yepes DoIHHY 3Ty BeIET OOIUH M3 TOPTOBLIX ITyTei. PaHblme
MM TOJIb30BAJIMCh JIMIUb IACTYXH, INEpPeroHsIOUNEe CKOT, HO
KOTZIa Ha J0XHOM, IJITaBHOH ZIopore B NOPT NMOSBILTHCH BpaXec-
K€ NaTpY/IH, PO 3TOT TPAKT BCIIOMHILTH M KYTILIBI. TpH TpOITEI
C Haropuii BCTpe9aIUCh Y I0XHOI rop;10BHHBI I pinMepaeitna
M CIMBAJINCH B OAHY AOpOIY.

Iloctoii-ka... OgHaxabl BeOb €My OOBeIOChH YCIbINATh O
YeTBEPTOH TpoOIle, KOTOpas Beja HanpSIMHMK depe3 Tropnl H
KOTOpO# NoYeMy-To ocTeperamich. Tpomna GbL1a 09€Hb IpeB-
HAs, NIpOJIOXEeHHas ell€ B He3anaMATHbIe BpeMeHa. Hy xa...

TpucTaH KMBHYN CJIOBHO B NOATBEPXICHHE COGCTBEHHBIX
MBICTICii.

XKa6n1 I'pumMepaeitia! OqHo U3 MHOTHX NpedaHHH O TeX,
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KTO npexne Hacensn JOJMMHBI, O CylllecTBaX, KOTOphIC B
6OJILIIMHCTBE CBOEM BBIMEDJIH 331010 JI0 TOTO, KaK Y 6eperos
CTpaHbl 6pOCWIN AKOPB MEPBblE KOPAOIH ¢ MOCEIeHIIaMH.

OnHako B HeKOTOpbhIX MecTax JlonMH el coxpaHWIOCh
GbUIOE KONIOBCTBO, a OTAE/bHLIE Ge3yMIIbl cpeay Jionei —
160 TONMBKO GEe3yMHBIE MOXET OCMENIUTLCS Ha TaKoe —
PHCKOBAJIM TIPU3LIBaTh K cebe 3THX AEMOHOB M3 MpPOLLIOTO.
Haxe nopasl Bepxunero Xauiaka BLIHYXIEHBI ObUTH clesiaTh
ofHaXIbl MOAOGHDIH 1ar: Beab €U ObI OHM He 3aKTIOYIN
TOPXECTBEHHBIH JoroBop co BecanHukamu-O60pOTHAMH, BPSA
JIM JIOASIM yaajock OB Of0JIETh BTOPILIMXCS M3-3a MOpS
Bparos.

HekoToprie 13 TeX AEMOHOB 01aroBOIHIN KJIOASIM, ApYTHe
— JepXaJHCh OT HUX B CTOPOHE, a BOT TPETbH — 3aMbILLULSUTH
3no. He 10, YTOGBI OHHU TIpeclieZOBATH JIOAEH, Hanajaiu Ha
HHUX U He JaBajii XWThd, HeT. IIpocTo TOT, KTO oTBaXHBaICH
3aiiTH B UX COOCTBEHHBIE MECTa, PHCKOBAJI OYE€Hb M OYEHbB
MHOTHM.

K unciy Takux MecT oTHocwinch M Crosane Kamuu 2Kab
I'pummepneitna. ITo cayxaMm, 2Ka6Gbl OXOTHO COIVIALLAIOTCS
BBITIONHATH JIIOACKHE NMPOChObI, HO 3a4acTyi0 COBCEM HE Tak,
KaK TOTO XO4YeTCs IPOCHUTEIO.

MHorue roasl JIOOH H30eranu mosABIAThe Y Crosuyux
Kamueit.

Ha, Ho 3aueM Bc€-TaKu 3acoB Ha oKHe? MoxeT, HbIHe 2Ka0Obl
(ma ¥ xa6bl M OHM Ha caMOM JeJie?) He CHAAT Ha MecTe, KaK
yBepsIeT NpeJjaHue, a LIHBIPAIOT o Beeil nonuHe? U noromy
Joay 3anupalorcs Ha Bce 3aMKn? Ho kakast xa6a JonpbITHET
[0 OKHa Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe?

ITo6yxnaemulit HEIOHATHBEIM €My CaMOMY JIIOGOTIEITCTBOM,
TpuctaH o6HaXWI HOX M IOTHIKAT MM KperuvieHud. Cioi
PXaBYMHBI OBUI OYEHDb TOJICTHIM: OKHO SBHO HE OTKPHIBAJIOChH
Ha NPOTSDXEHUM MHOTMX JeT. TpuctaH Havan 3nuThes. Hako-
Hell ero YIOpcTBO GbUIO BO3HArpaXIeHO: 3aCOB IOAJaJICs.

CrpaBHBLIKCH C 3aCOBOM, OH BRIHYXIOEH ObUI €1I€ KaKoe-
TO BpeMs IPOBO3HUTLCHA CO CTABHEM, KOTOPLIH CIIOBHO IIPHPOC
K OKHY. B KOHlle KOHLIOB, MPOCYHYB B leJb Med4, TpHUCTaH
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OTOZpall JePEBAHHELIN IIMT. XOJMIOA HOYM IIPOHUK B KOMHATY.
Tonbko ceiivac TpuCTaH NMOHWI, KAKUM CNEPTHIM OBUT BO3AYX
B NMOMELIEHUAX TPaKTHPA.

OH BBHIDISIHY/1 HapyXy: CHer, TEMHas Ky4dKa ACpeBbeB,
yXoZsiue BBEpX CKJIIOHBI XOJIMOB. MeX Iy NOCTOSUIEIM JBOPOM
M TNIOOHOXHUEM XOJIMOB He ObUIO GoJblle HH €AMHOTO 3NaHHUA.
I'ycrad, npunopolneHHas CHETOM PaCTHTEIbHOCTb TOBOPHIIA O
TOM, YTO 3€MJTIO 3A€Ch HUKTO He 06pabarriBaeT. [lepeBhs ObUIH
HEBBICOKHMHM — CKOpee KYCThI, 9eM JiepeBbs; H TpucraHy oHH
He TIOHPaBWIUChH.

BoraTelit BOeHHBIH OIAT NMOACKA3LIBAJ €MY, YTO KyCTapHHK
3TOT NpeAcTaBIsieT coboii yrpo3y. Bocnonp3oBaBIIMCh MM KaK
NPUKpPLITHEM, Bpar Mor Obl nmoxobpaTbcs K TpPaKTHPY Ha
paccTogHHe OpocKa KOIlbs, H HUKTO OBbI €ro He 3aMeTil. BeIth
MOXeT, Y HuX B 'puMMepaeiisie TaKkoro HUKoraa He ClIy4aioch,
M TNOTOMY OHH HE BBLIKIJIH ITOAO3PHUTENIbHBIC KYCTBhI.

CKIOHBI XOJIMOB ObUTH JOBOJBHO NMOJOTHMH, M Ha HHX
PacTUTEJILHOCTH ObUIO ropa3fno MeHblle. XOTh TaK, HoayMal
TpucTaH, ¥ TO Xne6.

Iansule nexan cHer, o4eHb Gesblif M IManKuWii. 3a HUM
NpOCTYNaii B TEeMHOTE OO/IoMKH ckan. OnbITHLIHA a3 Tpuc-
TaHa cpa3y OTMETWI, YTO 3TO He eCTECTBEHHhIE OOpa3oBaHMUs,
a TBOPEHHS YbHX-TO PYK.

OHM BOBce He TOXOAWIM Ha egUHYI0 cTeHy. HeT, Mexny
HHUMH BUAHEIHCH LIMPOKHE NMPOEMBI, KaK OYATO OHM CITYXIIH
crosioamMu Ans Hekoi usropoau. Ho yx cimiixoM O6num
MacCHBHLIMH.

IMopo6HEIX KaMeHHBIX pAnoB TpHUCTaH HacYWTAN NATH, H
€CJIH B IIEPBOM pSAY KAMHHM CTOSUTH IPYT OT APYTa Ha JOBOJILHO
OOJTLIIIOM pacCTOAHMM, TO Jaybllie 3TH NPOMEXYTKH MOCTe-
TIEHHO YMeHBIIATHCh. TpHcTaH oTMeTHN ABe BelH. Bo-nepBhIx,
Jaxe o4eHb SIPKOM JIyHe He MOX CHIY TaK OCBETHUTb KAMHH.
3HagYHT, TO JIM OHH CaMH CBETATCA, TO JIM 3eMJI1 BOKPYT HHX.
A BO-BTOPHIX, CHEXHO€E NIOKPbIBAJIO BHE3aITHO M Pe3KO OOpBI-
BaJioCh Y NEPBOTO psiAa KaMHei. M moToM, KaMHHM YKyThIBajla
JIETKas AbIMKA, CJIOBHO YKPBIBas HX OT TIOOONBITHLIX B3IVIAAOB.

TpucTaH MOprHyJI, NOTEP IMla3a pYKOH, CHOBa MOIVIIAEN Ha
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xaMHH. JIbIMKa cTana Gosee oT9€T/mBo#i. U 9eM pospioe OH
CMOTpeEN Ha He€, TeM IUIOTHEE OHA €My Ka3aach.

Bot Tak I'pummMepaeiin! 3Ha4uT, OH — OAHO U3 TEX MECT, IIe
no-NnpeXHeMy OOMTAIOT JpeBHHEe cWIbl. HaBepHsAKa HMEHHO
3TH KaMy1LIKN — yOexuiue Wil JioroBo «XKa6». Teneps Tpuc-
TaH IOHsUI, Mo4YeMy OBLIO 3aKphITO Ha 3acOB OKHO. OH
YCTaHOBWI Ha MECTO CTaBeHb, HO, KaK HHU CTapajicsl, HE CMOT
3aHOBO NPWIALAHUTH 3aCOB.

CongaT HETOPOIUIMBO CHAI C ceGd KOJBYYTY M IOPYTYIO
oleXAYy U TONOXWI €€ Ha CyHOyK. Paccrenwn Ha xpoBaTt
BBIIEJIAHHYIO LIKYPY KaKOTO-TO XHMBOTHOTIO, IOTOM NIPMHSUICS
pa3oupaTs nocreas. K ero ynueieHHio, rpyoble NPOCTBIHH U
JBa JIOCKYTHBIX Ofes/la OKA3aIMCh YMCTRIMM. OT HUX Aaxe
HMCXOOMI cIabbIif apoMaT TpaB (Teleph, KOrma CBEXHUA BO3IyX
OYHCTWI ero JIETKHWEe, OH MOT pa3jiMyarh 3alax).

OH BBHITAHY/IC HA MOCTENH, HATSAHY/ OflesUla Ha yll — U
TIOYTH MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYII.

Pa36ynun ero cTyx B ABepb. CIIPOCOHBA OH XMYPO YCTaBWI-
csl Ha IOKPHIThie MAYTHHOM cTpomwia. YTo eMy TakKoe CHWIOCH?
B nyiue ero rHeaauiach CMyTHas TpeBOra, OLUYLICHHE TOTIO,
YTO OH YIYCTWI HEYTO BechMa BaxHoe. IIoMoTaB rosomoi,
YTOOBI OTOTHATh 3TH HETIPHATHRIE MBIC/IH, OH BCTaJl, MIPOLIUIE-

. T1aJl K JBepH, OTKPHUI €€ H BITyCTIJI B KOMHATY CTaplIeTro CIyTy,
XYROTO KaK CKEJIET ITapHs C yIploMoi ¢M3HOHOMUEH, MEHee,
BNpoYeM, IPA3HOIO, 4YeM BYEpalIHUH MalpyuliKa. B pykax
ciTyra Iepxajl HaKphITblil KoTesoK. IIocTaBHB €ro Ha CYHAYK,
OH IIPOM3HEC:

— Bopa pna MerTesa, rocnoamH. Ha 3aBrpak kamma co
CBUHHUHOM M 31Ib.

— JlagHo, — TpHcTaH NPHUNOZHSJI KPHIOKY C KOTEJKa.
IToamn nap. Ha ropsdyio Bogy OH cOBCEM He pacCUMTHIBAI,
a IIOTOMY pElIWI, YTO €€ NMOosBIeHHe — 3aJI0T YHAYHOIO AHS.

O6masg 3ai1a Obula MOYTH ITycToi. XpoMoil MaJIbYMIIKA
NIPOTHPAJ CTOJIbI, NPH 3TOM IIEAPO IOAWBasA BOLOH IIOJ.
Xo3siika, pacTONBIPMB JIOKTH TOYHO KpbUIbS M BBICTABHB
BINEpEN OCTPLIi NOAGOPOIOK C ABYMS BOJIOCATHIMHM GOpOJaBKa-
MH, pa3roBapHBajia 0 YEM-TO ¢ Jpyroi xeHuHou. Ta 6su1a B
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Iialle, HO OTKMHYTHIN KaIIOWOH MO3BONWI TpHCTaHY YBH-
neTh €€ NnuLIo, JHIIEHHOEe KakKoii OBl To HH 6blIO
MPHBJICKATEIbHOCTH, HCTIELIPEHHOE KOPHYHEBBIMH IIATHAMH.
OnpHako Ivtall XeHIIMHbI ObUT M3 HOOPOTHOIO MaTepHaia,
KaKoi He Mo KapMaHy OOBIYHOM JepeBeHCKOil AeBYOHKe. B
OIHOM pyKe OHa Aepxaja Y3eJIOK, B APYIoili — OXOTHHYBE
KOITbE C KOPOTKHM APEBKOM, KOHEll ero ObL1 BeCh B LIapaliHax,
CIIOBHO MM dYalle IOJIbL30BAIUCh KAaK IIOCOXOM, HEXENH KakK
OpYXHeEM.

— Hy 4ro Xe, neBylIka, noxanyi, 1 Bo3bMy Te6s1. Ho yarn,
JeHer He MONYYHUIlb, TOJLKO €1y Ja OfeXAay.

Xo3siika MeTHyJIa OBICTPEINM B3IIsA Ha TpHcTaHa U CHOBA
TIOBEPHYJIACh K JE€BYIIKE. ,

«A oHa Mojiona, — mnoayman Tpucran. — Ho xmsaHych
Bonkom-O6opoTHeM, NpH B3IIAAe Ha He€ cpasy XodeTcd
ybexaTpb Kyza nogasblie!»

— Kiagn cBoM NMOXUTKM BOH Ha TY MOJIKYy, — MaxHYJa
pyKoit xoszgiika. — W npuHHMaiics 3a paboTy, KOJIH THI H
BIPaBIy TOTO XO4Yellb.

He moxmpasich, moka JeBYIIKA BLIMOJIHUT €€ NMpHKa3aHHeE,
OHa MNocliellniIa K CTONy, 3a KOTophli ycesncs TpucraH.

— OrBenaiiTe Kaurky, rocnoguH. C KycOYKOM CBHHOI
IIEKH, CO CBEXHM 3JIEM...

On xuBHYyJ. [To3a ero B TOYHOCTH HallOMHHANA Ty, B KAKOit
OH CHAEeJ TYT HaKaHyHe BedepoM. Ilanbifpl ero normaxuBaau
Opaciet ¢ 3aTeiinBoii pe3n0oii, IMa3a 6bUTH NOJTYNPHKPHITHI,
CJIOBHO OH €llé JOoCHINal.

Xo3zsgiika ygaawiach.

OTxpeITh IMa3a TpHucTaHa 3acTaBWI CTYK ITOCTaBJIEHHOTO Ha
cton nogHoca. Ero mpuHecna Ta camas aesyiuka. OHa cHsa
IUIall, Mo KOTOPHIM OKAa3ajlach I00Ka B CKJIAIKy C TECHBIM
KopcaxeM. [Ja, oH ObU1 paB, ofiexaa y He€ He KpeCTbIHCKAS.
Iyckaif 106Ka 6bL1a yKOpoueHa TaK, YTO M3-IIOA Heé Tenephb
BHIHBI CTONITAaHHBIE 6allIMaKH, U3 KOTOPHIX TOPYMT COJIOMA, HO
3Ta 100Ka A9 BepXoBoii e3nbl. Cama IeBYOHKA Xyqiouiasi, HO
durypka y Heé namHeHbKass. IloHeBone mnpusamyMaelubcs,
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noyeMy mpH Takoit ¢urype Cyapba Harpagwia e€ CTONb
yXacHbBIM JuuoM. M 3adeM eil komb€? CrouT €il TONBKO
OTKPBLITh CBOE JIMII0, HUKTO Ha He€ MOJNbCTUTCA, U OHa 6yner
HUYYTh He B MeHbllleli Ge3omacHOCTH, 4eM ctatysa ['yHHOpBHI,
KOTOPYIO KpecTbsIHE HOCHT IO MOJISIM B Hadase cesa.

— Baia efa, rocrioguH. ,

A oHa Oymer moslopyee X03fiKH. BOH KaK HpOBOpPHO
MOCTaBWIA Nepe] HUM TapeJKy C Kallledl H KPyXKy.

— Bnarogapio, — ycneiman TpucTaH coGcTBeHHBIN ronoc
M YOUBWICS: C Yero Obl 3TO OH BEAET cebs TaK, CIIOBHO Iepen
HuM GnaroponHas naMa?

OH MOTAHYJCHA 3a CTAKAHOM — M YBHIEJ, KaK ITHPOKO
PacKpBUIKCH IVIa3a AeBY1IKH, KOTIa OHA 3aMeTWIa ero bpacJer.
M emy mokaszaioch, YTO BO B3IISie €€ CKOJB3HYJIO HEYTO
6onbliee, HexXenu npocroe mobonsrcTBo. Ho oHa cornagana
¢ co60ii, MOBEpHY/IACh M NOLIIA IPOYb OT CTOJIA, OIYCTHB IV1a3a
IOJIy, KaK ¥ Iojaraercs MpUCIyTe.

— Emé yero-HuGyab NpHHECTH, TOCNIOOAUH? — CIIpOCHIa
oHa Bpoae Obl paBHoaywiHo. Ho ronoc npenan e€. Ilomo6HbI#i
AKIIEHT MOT OBITh Y ACBYLIKH TOJILKO U3 OJHOM KPEMOCTH.

Ceifyac B JONMHAX MHOIO CJy4aeTcsi BCSAKHMX Ppa3doOpOB.
Kakoe eMy AeJio IO TOTo, 4TO JeBYOHKY-3aMapallKy BHITHAIU
M3 A0Ma, OTTIPaBWIH OPOIMTE IO CBETY B IIOMCKAX IIPONTUTAHUSA
¥ KpoBa? C TakuM JIMIIOM eif HH 3a YTO He HaliTh cebe MyXINHY
— pa3Be YTO CJIENOi NOJILCTUTCS Ha Hee.

— Hert, — oro3Baincs oH. 1 oHa yuuia 1€rkuM 6e33By4HLIM
1IaroM JIECHOTO OXOTHHMKA; B ABIKCHUSX €€ YyBCTBOBAJIOCH
HM3AIIECTBO TOTO, KTO CIDKMBaJl 32 BBICOKMMH CTOJIaMHM IIO
npaBy KPOBH.

Hugero, kK KoHUy Gyayluiero roga oH ToxXe CSAeT 3a rocnoj-
ckuii cron. TpucTtad 6bU1 B 3TOM TaK YBEPEH, CIOBHO 3apYy4IICS
KnATBOM oqHoro U3 Bnacrenunsos Cun. Ho cBoero oH noGseTcs
COOCTBEHHBIMH PYKAMH H YyMOM, M IIOTOMY BO3BLICHTCSI Hal
TeMH, y KOIo 3a AyIIOoil — TONbKO NpaBo KpoBH. [deBuia
KATUTCA N0 HaKJIOHHOM, a OH MoHAET B ropy!

BcTpeua B TpakTHpe ¢ GbIBIIE 61aropoqHOI TONLKO IIPH-
nana TpucTaHy pelIMMOCTH.
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Ilocne Hopaenaeitna, Kak yoeamunacs I'epra, nopora craina
emw€é xyxe. MectamMu e€ paspyllWIM OIOJI3HH, M HOTOMY
NIPUXOAUIOCH NepeGuparhca depe3 AMbl. OQHaKO AEByIIKa
npoooKaia HATH, yBepeHHasl, YTO TOJILKO 3Ta Jopora NpuBe-
OET e€ K XeJJaHHOM LieJH.

Kapa6kasicb mo xkaMHsM, cbe3xXas B OBparu, OTBAXUBAsICh
TIOpOHi Ha MPBIKKH M MCIIOIb3ys KOIbE KaK 1IeCT, OHA AyMaJia
O TOM, 9TO XHOET e€ Bnepenu. PaspickuBas I'ymHopy, I'epra
3HaJa, YTO COIUVIESMEHHUKH moiMyT e€. Ho uTto Kacaercsa
ceaTwinia 2Ka6 — Takoil yBepeHHOCTH Y He€ He OBUIO.

Ha 1ee neBylnku BHcesl HeGOMBILION MelIOYeK C 36PHOM M
CYIIEHBIMH TpaBaMH, TATUCMaH ['VYHHOpHI OJi1 IOMAaUIHETO
oygara. Bropoii Takoii xe ObUI 3a1lIMT B NOAOJ I00KH. A cpenH
COJIOMBI, TOpYaBlnei u3 6almmMaxoB, ObUM cTe6EIbKU APYTHUX
pPacTeHMii — M3 Tex, YTO 3alULIAIOT MyTHHMKa. Ilpexne yeM
OTINpPaBUTLCA B AOPOTY, I'epTa OCHOBaTEIbHO NPUTOTOBHIACD.

Ho BOT moMoryr M aMyneThl NPOTHB YyXepOAHOIO, He
JIIOICKOTO KONIOBCTBAa? Y BCSIKOro Hapoaa CBo€ cOOCTBEHHOE
Bomue6ecTBo. IIpexHue — He MoaH, ¥ IOTOMY MX BEpOBaHUS
M OObI9au MOTYT OBITh COBceM HHBIMH. He mogBepraeT i oHa
cebs BeMKO¥ ONacHOCTH?

Korna oHa Joxoamwia B pa3MbIIIVICHUSX OO 3TOTO MECTa, el
TIOCTOSHHO BCIIOMHMHAJIOCh OOHO coObiTHe. I BocioMUHaHHNe
pBaJio Oylly, TOYHO IOMNopa — KOHCKuii 60K. Benp mMeHHO
KyHo npemioxui eif Toraa COBepIIMTh NOe3IKy B ab6arcTso,
B Jlerenneiin. Ja, KyHo npemjioxau 310 caM M, OBITh MOXET,
HMMEHHO MO3TOMY BIOCJICACTBUM OTBEPHYJICA OT CECTPHI, OLILY-
1ast JOJIIO CBOEi BHHBI B CIIy4HBLIEMCS.

I'epra oTYETIMBO, OO MEJIbYAHINMX NOAPOGHOCTEH, MOMHH-
na 310 myrewectBde B JleteHameiti. OHa BOBce He XoTenla
3a0bIBaTh 3TOr0, 60 HHaYe OHAa MOXET JIULIMTLCS IPOCTH, TOH
APOCTH, KOoTopasd NpHAaéT eil MyxXectBa. CompoBoxpan eé
HeOGOoNbIIoN OTpsN PaTHUKOB, MOCcKoiIbKy KyHO ObL1 yBepeH,
YTO BparoB omacaTbcs Hedero. Kak okxasanoch moToM, oma-
caTbCs HYXHO GBUIO OTHIOAB HE Bparos.

OTKyZia HH BO3bMHUCh JOXIEM IIOCHIIAINCH CTpeisl. B yimax
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IeBYLIKM IO CHX IOp CTOSUI Xpun Mojogoro JIxaHHecka:
CTpeJia NNPOH3IIA eMY TOp0, M OH MELIKOM PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJTIO.
Hananalommux He 6bUIO0 BHOHO, a Bech €€ OTpsiA MHepebmim
OYyKBaJIbHO 32 HECKOJIBKO ceKyHA. OHa npummnopuna xepebia
— ¥ OH Ha NOJIHOM CKaKYy BJIETE] B pacCTaBJIEHHYIO Ha JOpore
cetb. OHa nepesieTena 9epe3 rojoBY KOHS...

Ounynacs ['epra B TeMHOTEe. Pyku y He€ ObUIM CBSI3aHBI.
IIpsiMo mepen Heil, Ha IOJIFHKE MeXAY CKaJl, ropesl KocTép. Y
KOCTpa, pa3phiBas 3y0aMH INOJYIIPOXAapEeHHOE MSCO, CHIECIN
HECKONBKO MYXYHH. DTH ObUIM M3 yHciIa BparoB. OHa mnoxo-
nonena, TNOHAB BIPYT, 9YTO OHM C HEH cIeNalT, Korma
YAOBJIETBODST OJHO XEJIaHHUE...

TloeB, MyX4YHHBI IOAOUUIM K Heil. ['epTa npuHanacsy oToU-
BaThCsA CBSI3aHHBIMM pyKaMM. OHH 3aXOXOTTH, HAYaTH WBBIPATH
e€ TyZma-ciola, THCXaTh, CPHIBaTh C He€ onexay. OnHako s
TIocJIeAHETO OCKOpOJIeHHs, MOCEeIHero YHIDKEHHS MM He
XBaTWwIo BpeMeHHU. HeT, HacuinMe Hax He#t coBepLIMI JpyToi
— KTO-TO U3 EE COIUVIEMEHHHKOB!

Msicnp 3Ta corpena I'epry u npuaana eit cwi, 910 GBUIO
OYEHb KCTaTH, NTOCKOJBKY COJIHLIE YK€ CKPBUIOCEH 32 CK'IOHOM
M NOJHSUICA XOJIOAHBIN BeTep.

Te, xTo M3geBalca Han Heif, ToXe NMOrWGNIM, MaTH Iox
yoapaMy Meda WIM CPaXEHHBIE KONbEM. A HaXoAMBILUAsCS B
TOTyOOMOPOYHOM COCTOSIHHM [eByLIKAa BAPYT OLUYTWIA Ha
cebe TkENoe Teslo; KpenKue, CIIbHbIE PYKHM He OaBaliu eif
LICBEJIBHYTLCS. '

OHa He BHIena JMIAa HAaCWIbHHMKA, 3aTO pasriagena (U
KapTHHA 3Ta OCTAJIach B ITaMATH, CJIOBHO BLDXKEHHAsi OTHEM)
OpacieT Ha 3amiacThe, KOraa pykKa MyX4YHHH HaJaBwia €if Ha
ropJyio, YToObl JIMIUUTL CO3HAHHA.

IIpuns B ce6s, oHa oGHapyxIa, YTO ocTanack ogHa. Kto-
To Habpocwn Ha He€ miawl. Henopanéky crosna nowmans. U
KPYTOM Ha CHery BaJISUIMChH Tpymbl. ['epTa HMKaK He Morja
MOHSTD, OYeMY €€ He YOMIH ToXe. BBITh MOXET, HACWIBHHKY
noMewiany ero Topapuinn? Kak 6ul To HH GbUTO, B IEpPBBIit
MOMEHT OHa pellMjia OCTaThCA TYT, MOKA He 3aMep3HET. Ho
TIOTOM B [IeByLIKE B3bIrpajia KpoBb NpPEIKOB U 3acTaBWia €€
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noaHATkcss ¢ 3eMiad. I'me-To B JloMMHaX XWBET 4YeNIOBEK,
KOTOpBIH CHayaja crac €€, a IOTOM NOXUTHI TO, YTO MOXET
6BITH OTAAHO JIULUD IO JoOpo¥ Boje. Eif Hano BLDKUTH — XOTH
6B1 1151 TOTO, YTOGHI MOTYyOUTb 3TOIO YeJIOBEKA.

IloToM, MOHAB, YTO HOCHT IIOJ CEpPALIEM HOBYIO XHU3Hb,
I'epTa McnbITana e1é OAHO HCKYyllleHHe — MOCTYIIUTE TaK, KaK
eii HacTOWYHBO COBETOBAJH, M30aBHTLCA OT IUToAa. Ho He
ocMenwiacek. Ilyckaii peGEHOK 3ayaT He mo-goOpoMy, HO
YacThl0 OH IIPHHAIEXUT ef. 3aTeM OHa BCIIOMHWIA IIpO
T'yHHOpY ¥ 1po TO, YTO BOMILIEGCTBO MOXET NOMOYL. IMeHHO
Mo3ToMy yianoch eif He nmoagatbesd KyHo, He HCIyraThcs ero
XKUBOTHOH SIPOCTH.

Ona xaula AByMS MBIC/ISIMH, OHa LeIUILIach 3a HHUX C
YIIOPCTBOM OTYaSTHHA: peGEHOK, KOTOPOTO OHAa HOCHT, JOJDKEH
TIpMHAOJIEXAaTh €M OMHOM, a TOT, KTO HUKOTra He CTAHET ero
OTIIOM, JOJDKEH NOJy4duTh CBo€. M BoT Teneps, Korna ['yHHOpa
Jlajia eif mepBoe, OoHa MAET 3a BTOPBIM.

Hactynmuna Hous. I'epTa BBIOpasia MECTEUKO CPeiM KAMHEIA,
TIe MOXHO OBUIO YKPBITHCS OT BETpa, M 3aphUiach B Cyxue
JucTtbd. JJomxkHo OmITh, OHA 3acHysa, HOO OTKpPHIB IVlas3a,
HeOOyMEHHO oIIsAfesach, He NMOHHMas, IIe HaxoguTcsa. A
TIOTOM OUIyTHIA TO, YTo €€ mnpobyauio. CaM Bo3ayX BOKpPYT
6BUT KAKMM-TO HE TaKMM, B HEM 9yBCTBOBAJIOCh HaNpsDKEHHUE.

I'epra BcTana M, onupasich Ha KOIbE€, BHILIUIA Ha Jopory. B
JIYHHOM CBETe Nepel coboif OHA yBUIAEIA IIAAKU, HETPOHY-
TBIH CHeT. 3a CIUHOM YepHeIH SMKH €€ COOCTBEHHBIX CJIeIOB.
JeBylika ABHHY/NIach Ha OTOHEK.

Braneke yTo-To ciabo CBETWIOCH, NpHYEM 3TO ABHO OBLI HE
KOCTED M He daken. A BAPYT 3T0 — KOHell €€ MCKaHM?

Crapasg JIopora cy3wiack, ¢ He€ MCY€3/IH BCAKHE NPEIITCT-
Bus. [IoThIKaB cHer nepen coGoif — HET JIK Mo, HUM TPEIOKH,
— TI'epra ycTpeMmnach Ha OroHeéK.

BHe3anHo M3 TEMHOTHI NMOAHSUIMCh BRICOKHE TEHH: JJIMH-
HBIMH psilaMH NIONEPEK AOPOTH BBICTPOWINCH KAMHU. Mexay
KAMHSIMM BHELIHHX PSIIOB 3MSUIM LIMPOKME MNPOXOABI, TOraa
KaK KaMHM BHYTPEHHHX PSIOB CTOSUIM OYeHb 6JIUM3KO IPYT OT
apyra. Jlopora yBoania B OOMH M3 IIPOXONOB.
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Ha Bepxylike xaxaoro u3 KaMHe# MOKOWICS MaJIeHbKMHA
KOHYC CBeTa, KakK OyaTo 3T0 ObUIM HE CKaslbl, a THTAaHTCKHE
cBeyd. CBeT UX OBUT XOJIOOHBIM, I'OJTyOBIM BMECTO OPaHXEBO-
KpacHOTIo, KaKoi ObIBaeT y HaCTOSIIMX CBedeH.

JIyHa Kyaa-To nponasa, XoTsa I'epra BoBce He ObuU1a yBepeHa,
YTO BOLWIA MOJ KPBILIy WIH IO HaBec.

OHa MMHOBaJIa TPH psia KaMHE#, 3aTeM elI€ YeThIpe, H C
KaXIBIM DSIIOM MPOMEXYTKH CTAHOBWINCH BCE yXe, TaK 4YTO
ceLMON Psii NPEACTAB/IUT co6oi CIUIOLIHYIO CTeHy. B cTeHe
6bUTH BOPOTa, M K HUM GeXajla Aopora, IpeBpaTUBLIASICS:
Terniepb B TPOMMHKY.

I'epTe moyynuiocs, 6yaTo €€ RIeYET HeBUIMMAas WIH HeTlpe-
ononuMas cwia. Horu €€ cjioBHO NMPUKIIEWINCh K TPOMMHHKE,
M 3TO He OHa lIUIa, a TPOIIMHKA MepeMeliajach BMECTe ¢ Hel.

MuHOBaB NMOCIEAHIO CTEHY, AEBYIIKA OYyTIIACh HA OTO-
POXEHHOU €O BceX CTOPOH cKajaMM Iuromanke. Ilocpeamn
IUIOLIadK¥ BHUAHEIOCh HEYTO Bpole KAMEHHON HM3ropoi, B
KaXIOM M3 YIJIOB KOTOPOM Ha YpPOBHE 3€MJIH TOpesl OTOHEK.
I'epTa ocTaHOBWIACh; OHAa HE MOIJIa HM HATH Jajbllie, HH
BEPHYTBHCHA Hasal.

3a M3ropobio BO3BBILAIOCH MATH 3€JIEHBIX BATYHOB. OHH
TIOCBEPKUBAJIM B KOJIIOBCKOM CBETE, TOYHO TPOMalHbIe GpII-
nMaHTh. Bepxymxm BagyHOB ORUIM IUIOCKMMH, H Ha HHX
cugenu te, Kro nomxunan Iepry.

Koro oHa Hageslach BCTpETUTD, I'epTa caMa He 3Hana. Ho
CylllecTBa, MpeAcTaBlUIMe Nepel Hel, ObUIH HAacTONBKO YyXKe-
POAHBIMH IS YeJloBeKa, YTO OHAa HHYYTh He HCIyraiachk, a
TONbKO GE83MEPHO YAUBWIACH: KAK B TOM MHpE, Ile OOHTAaIOT
JIOOU, MOTYT CyLIECTBOBaTh 3TakHWe TBapH. Temepp-To oHa
TIOHSUTa, ITOYEMY MOJIBAa OKpeCcTWIa HX XabaMH, — 3To ObUIO
caMoe 6/IM3KOoe CpaBHEHHE, HOCTYITHOE Y€JI0BEIECKOMY yMY.

OHM cHuIeny, HaXOXIMBIIMCh, Ha BaJyHaX, ONMHpasch Ha
TIOBEpXHOCTb KaMHE# BceMM 4eThIpEM JlanaMHi. Ot Xa6 B HuxX
6nUt0 OofHO HaspaHMe. Oxpyrioe GpIOLIKO, MO CPaBHEHHIO C
KOTOPBIM YETBIpe HOTH KaXyTCH CIMIIKOM XyIbIMM U TOHKM-
mu. llled HagMcTO OTCYTCTBYET, M TOJIOBA IEPEXOAUT NPSIMO B
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y3kue Iwieyn. CaMa rojoBa — MacCHBHasg, ¢ OONBIIMMH
30JIOTUCTBIMHM TJIa3aMM, PacCNOJIOXECHHBIMH BHICOKO Ha JIH-
1méHHOM BoJioc yeperne. lII€nouka BMecTo HOca; KpYIIHBIN POT
Hal MOYTH HE3aMETHBIM NOAGOPOIKOM.

«[Ipuser Te6e, uimyinas...»

CrnoBa 3TH npo3sydanu y I'eprel B rojose. Kotopoe u3
CyllecTB K Heii o6paTWwiIoch, AeBylLIKa HE NOHSMIA.

OHa fo1w1a 10 LeJIM — M pacTepsiia o JOopore Bce CJIOoBa;
€€ Hecka3aHHO CMYTIJI U TOpa3swi BUJ TeX, KOTO OHa MCKaJa.
Ho, BuauMo, oTBeTa OT He€ M He TpPeOGoBaIoCh; Ge33BYyYHBIH
Pa3ToBOp NMPOICIDKAJICH:

«T’BI mpULIa K HaM 32 MOMOIIBIO. Yero THI Xouyelllb, AUIEPD
monckasi, — U36aBUTLCSA OT TOTO, YTO TATOTHT TBOE TeJ0?»

Ycavimas Takue cnosa, I'epra o6pena gap pedm.

— Her. ITyckaii ceMs BOLIIO B MEHA He IO 3aKOHY, a Yepe3
HACWINE U MYKY, f pelliila COXPaHUTh ero. 1 poxy peOEHKa,
KOTOpBIH OyET TOJIBKO MOUM, HOO Tak obeljaia MHe ['yHHOpa.

«Torza 3ayeM ThbI npHiIa cioga?»

— 3a MecThbI0! 3a MECTBIO TOMY, KTO COBEPIUII HaJI0 MHOI
Hacuiue!

«Ho moyeMy TbI, Alueph moAcKasd, Aymaelllb, 6yaTo Thl U
TBOM GeBI 3HadaT YTO-IHUGO WIS Hac, IS TeX, KTO OCTAHETCA
TYT, JaXe ecau donu yunyr? Yto HaM no Teoa?»

— He 3Haro. S nosepuia sereHaaM M MOTOMy IPHIILIA.

OHa ucnbITajla CTpaHHOE OlIylLeHHe: BleYaT/iecHHe ObUIOo
TaKoe, YTO KTO-TO MBICJIEHHO paccMesuica. OHHM pa3BecenH-
JIMCh; OCO3HaB 3T0, I'epTa yTpaTiia 9acTh CBOEl PEIIMMOCTH.

CHoOBa TO Xe OUIyLIeHHE, a IOTOM — YyBCTBO CBOOOJBI,
CJIOBHO 9yXaK NOKWHYJ €€ MO3r, YTOOBl NEeperoBOpPUTh CO
cBouMHU. ['epta y6exana 6v1, ecnu 6 Morna. Eii crasio cTpaiHo,
TaK CTPalllHO, KAK He OBIBaJIO HH pa3y € TOTO yXacCHOIO JHA B
JleTeHaeiine.

«KoMy ThbI Xo4elIlb OTOMCTHTD, Auieph moxackas? Kak ero
30BYT, I’le OH IIPOBOANT HBIHEUIHIOW HOYbL?»

OHa oTBeTWIa UCKPEHHE:

— Hwuuero He 3Hal0. A He pasmsagena ero auua. OxHaKo...
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Omna 3a6rU1a Npo CTPAX.

— OnHako s NMOMHIO OAHY Belllb, KOTOpasi IOMOXET MHE
y3HaTb ero. BeITb MOXeT, OH TyT, B I'puMMmepgeiine, Bedb
ceifyac, Korja 3aKOHYWIach BOHHAa, MHOIO JIOAEH XOAHMT IO
3TOH Jgopore.

CHoBa 4yBcTBO cBoGOABI. 1 HOBBILII Bompoc:

«Tebe M3BeCTHO, 9YTO MBI ITIoMoraeM 3a Iwiary? Uro y tebs
€CThb NpeJIOXUTh HaM, JUIeph Joackasa?»

I'epTa B3ApOrHy/Na — OHAa HUKOIAAa HE 3aXyMbIBajach, YTO
OyaeT nocJie Toro, Kak oHa BhICKaxeT CBolo Ipockdy. Heyxenu
OHa 6pUIa Takoii miymoii? Pa3zyMmeeTcs, NpHIAETCS IUIATUTB.
Pyku e€ camm coGoif 6pocwin y3eloK M JIEIJIM Ha XHBOT,
CJIOBHO obeperas qUTA.

OmnAarb Becelbe.

«He 6oiicsa, nuieps dioAckas. OTa XM3Hb obeiaHa Tebe
I'yaHOpOIA, ¥ HaM OHa He HyXHa. Ho TBosI MecTb MOCTyXHT U
HaM. MBI HCTIOJTHMM TBOE XeJlaHHe, HO 3aBEPIINM €ro MbI IO~
cpoeMy. CornacHa?»

— Ja, — oTBeTwIa AEeBYIIKA, HE COBCEM, BIpOYeM, IOHH-
Mas.
«CMoTpH Xe — Tynal»

OnHO M3 cylllecTB NPUINOAHSLIO HOTY H YKAa3aJ10 KyZa-To ei
3a rievo. I'epra o6epHynacs. Ha noBepXHOCTH BajyHa CBep-
K4no Hebonbloe MATHHIWIKO. OHa IIPOTSHyNA PYKYy, X OT
TIPMKOCHOBEHHS 4eJIOBE9eCKOIo TeNa M3 BajJyHa BHIBATIICS
MaJIeHbKUI KaMeleK M JIET B JIaMOoHb IepThl.

«Bo3sMu ero, mmeps moackas. Korga Haiaémmn Toro, Xoro
MIIelTs, MOJIOXM KAMEHDb B €10 NOCTeNb Neped TeM, KaK OH
OoTnpaBUTCA cnaTh. Toraa cBepLINTCA Bo3Me3que — 3aech! A
9T06HI THI HE 3a6bUIA M HE NiepeiyMalia, MBI AaZtiM Tebe ¢ coboi
HanoMHHaHMeE; Thl yBUAMIOD €T0 BCIKMI pa3, NOCMOTPEBIIHCH
B 3€PKaJIo».

CymecTBo yka3zano Horo¥i Ha I'epty. M3 naisna ero BHINON-
371a TOHeHbKasl CTpyHKa AkiMa, mpHobpena dopMy Msya H
ycTpeMWIach Ha IeByuIKy. ['epra nomnsrranace yBepHyThCS, HO
MY yaapui e€ no uiy. OHa MoYyBCTBOBAJa AOKEHHE, HO OHO
TYT Xe NpONLIO.
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«TB1 Oymeui» HOCUTh Halll 3HaK, OLOEPD MOACKAs, NTOKa OH
He NMpUIET cioaa. Tax Thl He 3a6ynellb Halll YTOBOP».

Yro ciayywnoch MOTOM, OHa He 3Hala. Bc€ 6bU1O0 Kak B
TymMaHe. Korna xe TymMaH pa3Besiics, IeByllKa BbIOpajiach H3-
T0J1 CYXMX JIUCThEB ¥ YBHIIEJIa, YTO HAUHHAeT cBeTaTh. Heyxem
370 TONbKO coH? Her, B maypLiax y He€ ObUI 3aXaT KaKoi-To
MpPEAMET, Ja TaK, YTo majabuaM GonbHo. OHa morisinena Ha
DYKY: IIpeAMET OKa3aJiCsl KYCOYKOM CepO-3eJIEHOI0 KaMHS.
3HauuT, OHa M B caMoM JeJsie ropopuia ¢ 2Kabamu I'pummep-
neina!

A BOH U caM I'puMmMepneitn, BHM3y, OTYETIMBO BHUIEH B
YTpeHHeM cBeTe. 3aMOK Jioplla Ha JalnbHeM CKJIOHE, AIepeBHS,
TIOCTOSUIBIA OBOp y Hoporn. BoT Tyma-To oHa ceifyac M
HanpaBUTCS.

HecMoTtps Ha paHHMI1 Yac, NOCTOSUIBIH ABOP yXe IPOCHYII-
cs1. Myxd1Ha npou€n B KOHIOWIHIO, He 3aMETHB BOLUEALIYIO
B BopoTta 'epty. [leBylika 3auiaraja K IMOJyOTKPBITOH ABepH
ZoMa, TBEPIO pellIMB HAHATHCS Ha paGoTy, KaKoil GBI CTEPBOIi
X03sliiKa HM OKa3ajlacCh.

Korna oHa Bolwia B o611y10 321y, Ta 66L1a IMycToil. Ho uepes
MrHOBEHHE TylJa BOPBaJlach XEHIIHWHA CO 3NMIOLIMM JIHLIOM.
I'epTa HanpaBwiach NpsAMoO K Heii. XKeHIMHa norsigeia Ha
He€ U 3JI0paiHO YXMBUIbHYJIACH.

— Ha, neBouka, c Takoii du3HOHOMHEIH Tl Oe He HaTBO-
pHIlIb, — CKa3aja oHa, Koraa ['epTa M3/10XWia cBOIO NPOCHOyY
— Mmue BooGuie-To Kak pa3 HyXHa Mnapa padovyux pyK.
Kouienéx, npaBna, y Hac He TaKOH ITyXJbIH, YTOOBI LIBLIPATLCS
cepebpoM...

Iloka oHa Bc€ 3TO roBOpWiIa, MO KPYTO#l BHYTPEHHeW
JIECTHHULIE B 3Ty CITyCTWICA MyX4lHa. OH riepec€K KOMHaTy U
yceJIicsl 3a CTOJ, HAINOJOBHHY CKpBITHII Ileperopogkoii oT
ocTanbHbIX. ['epTe moka3anoch, YTO ero HosiBTIeHHe IOMOIJIO
eil, NOo Xo3fiiKa BAPYT NpHKa3ala eil MOJOXHThL Y3eJOK U
TNIpUHHMaThCA 32 pabory. U mepBbiM e€ mopydeHHeM ObLIO
OTHECTH TOMY CaMOMY MYXYHHE INIOAHOC C eloH.

OH 6bU1 BBICOK pocToM, Bbille KyHO, XOpOLIO CIOXEH,

192



umpoxoruied. Ha nosice y Hero BHcel cripssTAHHBIA B HOXHBI
Med ¢ TPOCTOH pyKosAThI0. JIMLIO ero 6bU10 XyIbIM, CIOBHO EMY
YacTeHbKO JOBOAWIOCH IroJIofaTh. YEpHEIE BOJIOCH HUCTIANATH
Ha J106. Bo3pacT ero oHa He cMOIVIa OIpENesMTb, OXHAKO
TioYyeMy-TO IIoAyMaJia, 4YTO OH JHOBOJIBHO MOJIOA.

A Xorga oOHa TOCTaBWIa ITOOZHOC Ha CTON H MyXdHMHa
TOTSHYJICA 32 HOXOM, YTOGBI pa3pe3aTh MSICO, MHP KakK OyaTo
3acTHU1 Ha MTHOBeHHe. ['epTa yBHIENa Ha 3aMs1CThe HE3HAKOM-
1a 6pacner. M 3ToT 6pacneT npuxoBai K cebe Bc€ €€ BHHMaHHE.
OHa Bo Bce IVIa3a IVisiie1a Ha HETo, yBe peHHasl, 9T0 CO CTOPOHBI
€€ TnoBelecHUe HUKOMY He NMOKAXeTCs CTPaHHBIM.

OTx0[ OT CTOMNa, OHA MOoAyMaJia: a He MoryiecTBo JH 2Kab
NpPUBEJIO HaCWIbHHKA B €€ pykH? YTo OHH eil nopyawm —
TNOMJIOXHTh KaMeHb B ero nocreas? Ho ceitdac paHHee yrpo,
M OH TOJBKO YTO BCTAI. A eclii OH He cobGHpaercd TYT
OCTaBaThCA €llE Ha OOHY HOIb H cKopo yeder? Kaxk Torna eit
BBINOJHUTS NopydeHHne Ka6? IIpunércd, BuOuMo, nocieno-
BaTh 3a HMM, YTOOBI TaliXoM MOAOOpaThCs K HEMY B HOYH.

Hy na nangHo, moka oH Bpoae 6ul HUKyna He Toponutes. Ty,
K CBOEMY HeMaJIOMY 00JIErIeHHI0, OHA YC/IbIIasa, KaK MyXIH-
Ha JOTOBapHBaeTcs C X03siiKoii 0 Howiere. [Toa GiraroBUAHRIM
TIpeyIOTOM OHAa YCKOJIb3HYJIa HaBepX, IPHXBaTUB C coboi
TIOCTeNIbHBIE NMPUHALIEXHOCTH B OOHY M3 KoMHaT. CIycKasich
TI0 Y3KOMY KOPHAOPY, OHAa pa3MRLILIUIsUIa, KaK Obl eif nonopdee
Y3HaTh, KaKasd U3 KOMHAaT — €rIo.

I'my6oxo morpysuBLIMCH B pa3gymbsi, IepTa He cimnnana,
YTO KTO-TO Kpan€Tcs 3a Hell mo naraM. Bapyr Ha e€ miedo
Jleryia TSXENas pykxa.

— Hy-xa, nornsaguM, 9T0 32 HOBEHbKASL...

Tonoc 6wU1 MonmomnIM M Aep3KuM. I'epra nomszena Ha
OCTAaHOBHUBIIEIO €€ MyXYHHY C OOJIMKOM H NOBAaAKaMH He-
cdopmupoBasimerocs eme€ oHUA. ['ycThle Hepacd€caHHBIE
BOJIOCHI COJIOMEHHOTO 1[BeTa, 1IIETHHA Ha noabGopoake, HAIH-
Thie KPOBBIO IV1a3a.

Koraa oH Xak cjegyer pasrisnes IeBYUIKY, JHLO €ro
MCKa3Wia rpuMaca oTspaineHHus. OH ¢ cwiol orronxHyn lepry
OT ce6f; OHa MOoTepsUla paBHOBECHE M yMaja Ha MoJ.
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— Wnu uenyiica ¢ narymxkamu!

OH IULIOHYN, HO IUIEBOK €ro Ao Heé He moneren. IOHen
BHE3aIHO oKasajics NPHXATHIM K cTeHe Kopupopa. Ha Hero
BHHMMaTeJIbHO CMOTpeJI 9¢JIOBEK C OpacjieTOM Ha 3aIscThe.

— Tpo1 yT0? — 3ao0pan 10Hell, BhiphiBasch. — IlycTH MeHs,
TIpUSATEE.

— Ilpuarems? — nmoBropwi Biagenen O6paciera. — A He
Baccan Tebe, Yppe. U 3mecy He Pokcaeitn. Yro xe no
JIeBYOHKH, TO JIMLI0 — He €€ BuHA. [loxanyii, eii 6m1 Hago
NOCTaBUTh CBEYKY TEM CHJIaM, KOTOpPhI€ COTBOPWIHM C Hel
Taxoe. Beaps HHade eif He Jau 6b1 Mpoxomy KobesH Bpone Tebs.

— XKab6a! ¥ He€ narywaupsa poxa'

VYppe xoren ObUTO eli€ pa3 IUNOHYTb, HO BhIpaXeHHE I71a3
IPYToro MyX4MHBI OCTAHOBHJIO €T0.

— Ilyct Mens! — oH onaTs A€pHYIca. Yenosek ¢ 6pacne-
TOM OTCTYIIWI. bpaHsick, Yppe HanpaBWICS K JIECTHHILIE; €ro
LIATaJIO U3 CTOPOHLI B CTOPOHY.

I'epta nogHsach, HarHy/ach, YTO0bI NMOAHAT YPOHEHHLIE
odesna...

— OH He obuzgen 1ebs?

OHa MoJya nokadJana rojiosoit. Bcé nponsoluwio tak BHe-
3aMHO; O0COOEHHO AEBYIIKY CMYTHJIO TO, 9TO 3TOT 9eJIOBEK
3amuTI €€. OHa TOPOIUIMBO IOLIA NpOYb, HO, AOMAs MO
KOHLIa KOPHAOpa, OIAHYAach. OH KaK pa3 BXONWI B NBEDb,
Pacno/IoXeHHYIO 10 COCEACTBY C Toi, rae I'epTy ocTaHOBHI
THII IO UMeHH Yppe. UTo X, Ternepb OHAa 3HAeT €ro KOMHATYy.
Ho nouyeMy wiarymayns poxa»? ToT MOKpPRIi M9, KOTOpLIiH
yaapwi eii B IMLIO NPOLLIOH HO9bIO, — 9TO OH C Hel coTBopun?

I'epra omrynana manbsuaMu Jmno. Bpooe Bcé Kak o6bI9HO.
3epkano, Hamo pa3bicKaTth 3epkano! He moxoxe, omHako,
9TO0BI 3A€Ch HMeJICAd TAaKOH NMpeAMET POCKOLIH.

B xoHIle XOHLIOB oHa 06HapyXwia 3epKajio Ha KyxHe. UM
oKas3ayicsl NOTHOC, KOTOPBIH €€ OTNpaBWIH HagumaTs. OTpa-
XeHHe B HEM ObUTO He aXTH, HO BCE Xe OTBpPAaTHTENIbHBIE
KOpHYHEBbIE NATHA MPOCTYNAIH BechMa oTIéTmBo. Heyxemm
OHHY OCTaHYTCs HaBCETAa, OTKPhIBasA BCEM H KAXIOMY, YTO OHA
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cBfA3ajach C TEMHBIMH CWJIaMM, WIM HCYE3HYT, KOraa Iejo
6ynet caenano? CMyTHoe BOCITIOMHHAHHE O HOYHOM pa3roBo-
pe AaJyio eif HalexXAay, YTO BepHO MocjieqHee.

Ecnu TaK, To 4eM OpICTpee OHA BHIMOJIHUT NopydyeHue XKab,
TeM Jjydule nng He€. OQHaKO NMOKa BO3MOXHOCTH ell€ pa3
TIONHATHLCA HaBEpX He NpeacTaBwiock. MyxuuHy 30ByT Tpuc-
TaH. XpOMOM CJIyXKa, KOTOPBIN Tepel HUM MNPEKIOHSICS,
MHoroe o HEM 3Hal. B cBo€ Bpems Tpucran 65U1 KoMaHAMPOM
JIYYHUKOB U BoeBonoi. Terneps oH ocTasics 6e3 cyXObl M UAET
B IJTyOb CTpaHB! — HaBepHOeE, YTOOLI HaiiTH cebe HOoBOTO Jopa.
A OBITb MOXET, OH XO4YeT cO31aTh COOCTBEHHYIO IPYXUHY; OH
yXe roBopui o6 3TOM KOe€ C KEM M3 IPYTHX BETEpaHOB,
OCTAHOBHMBIIMXCA Ha MocTosiioM ABope. [ILET OH HeMHOTO,
TOrma Kak ero CIfyTHHKM, Yppe, ChIH MECTHOTO JIopAa, U €ro
BaccaJl 3aKa3blBalOT CTOJIbKO BHHA, YTO XBaTUT INOTONHTH
Kopabiib.

I'epTa ¢ XagHOCTBIO CyLIaja 3TH OTPbIBOYHbLIC CBEACHMUS,
pelINB y3HAThb BCE, YTO TOJILKO MOXHO NMPO HaEMHOTO congaTa
TpucTaHa, KOTOPOTO OHA PacCYMTHIBAJIA IOMATh B CBOU CETH.
Korma eii ymaBajioch, OHa MCMOATHINKA CleqWIa 3a HHUM.
CTpaHHO 6bLIO MISHETh Ha MYy>KYHHY, KOTOPbI COBEpLUWT Hal
Hell HacWTHe U 1aXe He NOoTaabiBaeTcs, YTO OHa TaK OJIU3KO OT
Hero.

Ecnu 681 He GpacrneT Ha 3amnscThe, OHa, HaBepHo, obpaTwia
GBI HAa Hero BHHUMaHME B MOCJEIHIO ovYepelb. Yppe M IBoe
WIH TpOe OPYTHX NMbITATHCh IPUTHUCHYTH €€ Ilie-HHOYab B YTy,
He pa3myIsAfeB CriepBa Kak ciieayeT nua. A TpucraH, xorja oHa
NPOXOAWIAa MHMO, OKAa3bIBaJI €if MaJIeHbKIe 3HaKH BHUMaHHS,
Kak OyaTo €€ ypoICTBO HHYEIO 11 Hero He 3Ha4wio. OH BEN
cebs He TaK, KaK OHa BIpaBe OblUla OXHOaTh, M 3TO €€
Gecrniokomno.

Ho oHa He n3MeHWIa cBoero peimreHusd. ¥ Korna HakoHel
el ynanock YCKONL3HYTh HaBepX, OHa Ipobpanack K HEMY B
koMHary. Ha nocrem B Gecnopsinike cBajieHb! GbUIH Of€sina.
OHa He cTaNa pacnpaBiIsATh HX, a CyHyJla KAMEHb ITTyOOKo nox
MOAYLIKY H MOCNELIWIa B 3aiy, Ie yXe coOHpaIHCh NoCeTH-
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Tenu. Ha He€ oOpyinwics NOTOK NpUKa3aHUi; oHa To Gexana
Ha KyXHI0, TO BO3Bpalllajlack 06paTHO, Hecsl TIOTHbIE KPYXKH
BHMHA ¥ TapeJiKu C eAoH.

Hauana cka3blBaThCa yCTAJIOCTD NTOCJIE LIEJIOTO OHSA HEMpPH-
BbIYHOTO Tpyda. M motoM, cpeau moceTHTeNlell HalUIHMCh
JMIOOHUTENU TpYyObIX TOTEX, KOTOPBHIM XOTEJIOCh IOBECEIHUTH
COTpane3HMKoB. ['epTe NpHXOAWIOCH MIANEeTh BO BCe IVla3a.
9TOObI BOBpEMS 3aMeTHUTh IOJCTABJIEHHYIO HOTY, CTapaThCcs
M30 BCeX CWI, YTOOBI HE YPOHHUTD MOAHOC C KPYXKaMH Iocjie
BHE3aNnHOIo ToMYKa noj JoKoTb. OmHaxXAbl y He€ 3TO He
TOJIYYWIOCh, U ABaXIbl X03siiKa OTBELINBANA €il 3aTPEeLIUHBI
32 UCIIOPYEHHYIO eny.

Ho B KOHIIe KOHLIOB Ta Xe X03SIKa OTIIpaBuiIa e€ U3 3aJIbl
— BOBCe He 1o nobpoTe AylIeBHOI, a i TOTO, YTOObI MEHb1IIE
MPOMBAJIOCH BUHA U POHSUIOCH TapesiOK, — MBITh NOCYAY B
KPOXOTHYIO KJIETYLIKY, Tie CTOsUIa TaKasl BOHb, 4To ['epTa egpa
He moTepsUla co3HaHMe. Koe-kKak oHa HOTSAHyJa OO TOTO
MOMEHTa, KOTa NpuilUia X03sHKa ¥ oTBeJia e€ B 3a1y. TaM oHa
yKasana JieByllIKe Ha CKaMbplo-Japb y KAMHHA M npobypyana,
YTO, J€CKATb, 3TO JIy4llas IOCTeNb, Ha KOTOPYIO Ta MOXET
paccyuThIBaTh. YcTaBwas o noxycMmept I'epra ynernacs Ha
cxaMbio. OcTalbHbIE CIYTH TOXE pa3bpenanch Mo CBOMM yIilaM
M KOHYpaM — KOMHaThl B TPaKTHpe ObLUIH TOJIBKO IS IOCTO-
SUTBLEB.

OroHp Ha HOYb NMPUKPBUIHM KOJIMAKOM, HO OT KaMHHa elé
ucxoquno Tervio. I'epra ocranacek B 3ajie ogHa. Bece KocTouku
y Heé GoJiesI, HO OHa rHaJjia IIpoYb MBICJIb O CHE U Xnana. Eciu
BCE MONAET KAK HaJ0, KAMEHb HaBEpHAKA CAENAET CBOE JeJIo
HbIHelIHe#H Houblo. OHa OJDKHA YBHOETH 3TO. A YTO Jajblie
— TaM NODJIIIUM.

I'epra HeTepnenuBo €p3ana Ha XEcTKoi ckambe. [Inaur u
KOINbE€ — BOT OHM, IOJA PYKOil; HaOUThIe CBEXEH COJOMOI
GalIMaky OHa Jaxe He cTajla CHUMAaTh.

Bapyr HaBepXy JieCTHMIIbI TIOABWIACh TeHb. ['epTa Hanpsr-
nack. [la, oHa oka3anach npaBa. MyxunHa no uMeHu Tpuctan
NpolIENT MUMO He€ K IBepH. 3aBepHYBLIMCH B IUlaul, I'epra
nocneioBaya 3a HUM.
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Onmnacasch, 4To OH 00epHETCS, OHa AepXaJlach B TCHH JoMa.
OnHaKo OH WIEJ pelIUTeIbHBIM 111aroM 4eJIoBeKa, MOCJaHHOTo
KyJa-To 10 BaXHOMY [Ty, He oOpalllad BHUMaHHS Ha TO, YTO
ZIenaetrcsd BOKpyr. OGOTHYB TpaKTHUp ¢ 3aAHEil CTOPOHLI, OH
HamnpaBWICS K XOJIMaM.

JlyHa cBeTHJIa JOBOJILHO SIPKO, HO OMEPTAaHUSA €€ Ka3auch
Pa3MBITHIMHU M3-3a JIETKOH ABIMKYU Ha Hebe. ['epTa Bce bonblue
M Gonble oTcraBana oT TpHcTaHa, MOTOMy 4YTO IobGKa e€
HaMOKJIa OT CHeEra M CTajJa CTPAlIHO TsDKENOM, MOTOMY YTO
KaXnbIi HOBBIM 1IAT JaBaICS €l MHOTO TpyAdHee Npeablayllie-
ro. Ho eé rHasna Briep€n MbIC/Ib, YTO OHAa JOJDKHA ObITh pAnoOM
c TpucranoM, Koraa oH gobepérca mo Mecta. 3auyeM? YToOnl
yBuzeTh, Kak Kabnl oromctsaT emy? He 3Halo, He 3Halo,
noayMala OHa, Hampsirasi Bce CIIbl, YTOOBl HarHaTh €ro.

TeM BpeMeHeM TpHCTaH JOCTUT YK€ NEPBOTO psiia KAMHEM.
OH HH pa3y He oIAHYAcA. ['epTa naBHO NepecTaa npsATaThcs.
OH cxopo coBceM nponageT u3 suay! OHa nogobpana 100Ky U,
TSDKEJIO AbIla, nmobexana 3a HUM.

Ara, BOH OH CHOBa; HO KaK Ji0 Hero aajieko! JlanHo, koraa
OH Jn06epéTca no mocinegHero psga KaMHe#, JO CTEHBI, eMy
npUaETCA NPOMUTH BIOJb He€ o npoxoaa. [ToaToMy eii ynactes
BBIUTPAaTh HECKOJBKO APArOLIEHHBIX CEKYHI, €CJIH OHa BhIOE-
petcs Ha Crapyio lopory npsiMo ceiidac. CKa3aHO — ce/laHo:
TNIpOBAIMBasich B cyrpobbi, [epTa KiHyslach B HalpaBI€HUM
nopory. JIpIxaHue co CBUCTOM BLIPBIBAJIOCH M3 €€ TPyAH.

Komnné ona ocTaBHia B 3aj1e M HalYTIBIBATh JOPOTY TENeph
eii 6bU10 HeyeM; KpoMe TOro, BAPYT CHILHO 3abonen 6ok. Ho,
CTHCHYB 3yObl, OHa IIpoAo/DKaja CBOH ITyTh. YXe BHIHBI
Briepeny BopoTa. TpPHUCTaH BCE-TAaKM HEMHOTO ONEpeXaeT eé.

BHe3anHo HaBepXy OIHOM K3 KOJIOHH BCIIBIXHYJI XOJIOQHbIH
cBeT. B romyboM cHsSHHU cOGCTBEHHblE PYKH, KOTOphIE OHa
pacKuHyla B CTOPOHEI, YTOObI HE IOTEpSATh paBHOBECHE,
nokasamch ['epre u3beneHHBIMU GOJIE3HBIO.

Tpucrtan crynuwn B npoxon M ocTaHoBwics. OH CIOBHO B
yTop pasrisiabIBaj TO, YTO €ro MoAXHaalo BHyTpH. Ha nosice
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Y HETo BHCEJ MeY, Yepe3 IU1eY0 NePeKUHYT ObUT JIyK. OH BhILIEI
H3 TPaKTHpa BO BCEOPYXHH, HO JO CHX HOp NOYEeMYy-TO HE
oOHaXIU1 Meda H He HAJIOXWI CTpeJTy Ha TETUBY.

I'epTa noaxoBbULIa K BopoTaM. ITogbEM no cKIoHy OKOH-
YyaTeJbHO JUIIWI €€ ciwi. Ho oHa 4yBcTBOBaja, 4TO JOJ/DKHA
OprTh Ha 1wiowanke. CoBceM psAOOM — MNPOTAHH PYKY H
JOTpoHelIbcd — cTos1 TpucTaH. OH CTOSUI C HEMOKPBITOH
TOJIOBOIM, CBOOGOIHLIH KAMIOWUIOH IUIala ObL1 OTOpOlIEH Ha
wiedn. Pyku MyXxumHbI 6e3BOIBHO MTOBUCIIM No 6oxkaM. 'epra
TIOCMOTpeEJia B TY CTOPOHY, KyZla YCTpeMJIEH ObUT €ro B3IVIS.

3HakoMble 3e1€HbIe BatyHbl. Ho HUKakux xab Ha Hux. Hang
KaMHSAMH KPYXWIHCh IoJTyOble OTOHBKM BCEX OTTEHKOB — OT
6neqHO-6/ieNHO-TOy00ro 10 OCJIENIMTEILHOIO IYCTO-CHHETO.

I'epTa ouryTiia, KaK BIEKYT K ce6e 3TH oroHbKH. C TpyaoM
yaasoch eil OTHATh K I1a3aM OTsDKeJIeBLIME JIaJOHH, YTOObI
3aCJIOHMTBCA OT IUISICKM OTOHBbKOB. M cpa3y AeBylIKa NoYyB-
cTBOBajIa obnerdyeHue. OMHAKO CITYTHHK €€ ABHO HAXOOWICH
noJ BNacThIO Yap.

Crapasick He 3aMevaTh OIoHbKM, [epTa mnorisgena Ha
Tpucrana. [ToyeMy OH CTOMT HENMOABKKHO, MOYEMY HE HAET K
KaMEHHOI orpaze y 3eJIEHbIX BATYHOB? MoXeT, OH IpeBpaTWiI-
cs B KAMEHb, NOHMaHHBIH 3aKIATHEM, KOTOPOE HAJIOXWIH Ha
Hero Beunnle Ckanpi? CTOMT — I1a30M HE MOPTHET M Jaxe
Bpoae OBl ¥ He ABILIHNT!

HeyxTo TakoBO KX HaKa3aHHe: NpPEBpPaTHTh YeJOBEKA B
un3BasgHue? [loyeMy-To I'epTa ObLIa yBepeHa, yTo MecTh XKab
MYXYHMHE, KOTOPOTO OHa clojia 3aBliekia, 6yaeT Kyaa cTpall-
Hee. B cepalie y He€ BAPYT 1IE€BEJIbHYNACH XaloCTh. JJeByinka
C OXECTOYeHUEM OTOTHaJIa HeNpOLIeHHYIO rocThio. OHa MpH-
3Bajia Ha MOJMOTY NaMsTh, CTapasCh IPUIIOMHHTD BCE BIUIOTh
[0 CaMBbIX OTBPaTUTEJbHBIX, CAMBIX YHHU3UTEJIbHBIX NMOIPO6-
HocTeii. BoT 4To OH chesan ¢ Heil, BOT 4TO, BOT YTo! D10 H3-32
Hero €€ BLITHAIM U3 IoMa, U3 POXHOI! JOJIMHBI, THUIIIH BCETO,
a HaJleTWIH B3aMeH JiATywaybeit poxeii! Yto 651 c HUM ceifyac
HHU COTBOPWIH, OH IOJHOCTBIO TOI'o 3acayxmuBaeT. OHa nojo-
XIET U NnomobyeTcd, a MOTOM IMOMAET NMpoyb OTCIONA M B
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Ha3HaYeHHBII CPOK, KaK 4 o6einana ['yHHOpa, poauT ChIHA WIH
IOYKY, B KOTOpLIX HE OyZeT HHYero oT oTua — HHdero!

Ha6monas 3a TpUCTaHOM M NPUKPHIBasACh OMHOBPEMEHHO
OT I'oJTyObIX OTOHBKOB CJIOXEHHBIMH JIalOHAMH, ['epTa 3aMeTH-
71a BIPYT, YTO NABLLLI PyK MyXXYHMHbI LI BETbHYTHCH ¥ MEIVIEHHO
CXaJTHCh B Kynaku. OHa 3aMeTIWIa YCIIHE, KOTOPOTO NoTpe6o-
BaJIO 3TO ABMXXEHHE, M NOHSIA, YTO OH, CTOS HENOABHXKHO,
BelET OTYaAHHBIN GOi ¢ OKONIOBaBlIEi €ro CHIOH.

OTorHaHHOe GbUTO YyBCTBO XaJIOCTH Bo3BpaTHiIochk. [epTa
paccepawiach Ha ce6s. OH He 3ac/TyXUBaeT HHOH JI0JIM, KpOMe
MECTH, KOTOPYIO OHa BBIIIPOCWIA IJIS1 Hero y 2Ka6!

MenneHHO-MeQJIEHHO, CJIOBHO TOT GbUT MIPUKOBAH LEIBIO K
TsoX€nmo rupe, TpucraH nogHsn oguH Kynak. Ilo juwy
MYX4HuHbI ['epTa yBHAena, yero eMy 3t1o crowno. OHa BXajach
B ckaiy. MMeii geBylika BepEBKy, OHa NMpHBsA3aja Obl cebs K
KaMHIO — JIMLIB Obl He NMOAAATLCHA XKaJIOCTH.

CTpaHHbBIH CBET BIiEpeAH, CBET M YTO-TO €1lE, Noka Gechop-
MEHHO€, HO Taslee B cebe yrpo3y, XOJIOoIHYIO YTpo3y, KoTopast
cTpallHell 3amajla caMoil Xapko# cxBaTkd. [lopoxneHue
yXaca, KOTOpOMY He HaWTH paBHOIo BO BCEH HCTOPHH €ro
Hapozaa. Kak oH nomnan cioaa, Bo CHe MJIM He BO cHe, TpucTaH
ckKa3aTb He Mor. EMy Hekorna 6bU10 JIoMaTh HaJ 3TUM TOJIOBY.

Y10o6BI MPOTHBOCTOSTh TOMY, YTO IUIEHWIO €ro, eMy Jeii-
CTBUTEILHO HeobxoauMo cobpats Bee cwbl. HeuTo wyxeponHoe
XOYeT NMPOHHUKHYTb B HETO, YeIo HUKAK HEJIb3S MO3BOJUTh, —
noka He ocjabena Bos.

OTKyna-To OH 3HaJl, YTO, COXPAaHH OH KOHTPOJb Hajl TEJIOM,
€My yZacTcsl M3rHaThb 4yXaka M3 Mosra. Henb3s, Henbss
TNIOBMHOBaThCA!

TpucTaH ycTpeMI Bc€ BHUMaHMe Ha naibliel pyk. Cnepsa
6bL10 Takoe OLIYlIeHHUE, YTO IUIOTh OHeMea... OMHaKo OH BcE
Xe cXKaJl 1aqoHb B Kynak. [loroM MeasnieHHO NMOAHSN PYKy —
elle-ejie, HU Ha MUT He 1no3Bojsas cebe paccnaburscsa. Opy-
Xxwue... YTo ero Med, ero Jyk INpPOTHB TeX, KTO OOMTaeT B
3aelHUX cKatax? OH CMYTHO CO3HaBaJl, YTO T€ OT HAYLUH
MOCMEIOTCA Hall JIOACKHM OpYXHeM, HanpaB/ieHHBIM IPOTHB
HMUX.
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Opyxue... Med... cTalb... IlomoxauTre-Ka, NMOXOXIUTE...

IMamare He noasena. Cramp! YTo nenanm TOT mapeHb U3
norpaiudHoi ¢ IlycThIHe# JONMMHBIL: IOXACh CIaTh, OH IOJI-
OXIWI B MU3T0JIOBbE MeY, a B HOTrax y ce0si BOTKHYJI B 3€MJIIO Ha
DTyOMHY Ne3BUS KMHXal. OHM TOrga OCTaBWIH €ro OKOJIO
- KAaKUX-TO BeChbMa JpPeBHMX pa3BaJIMH cTepedb Joliageid. OH
cKa3zajl, YTO MeX1y XOJIONAHBIM XeJle30M YeJIOBEK MOXET CNaTh
cnokoifHo. Koe-KTo, NoOMHHUTCS, ocMesUIcsl Hall ero cyeBep-
HOCTBIO, HO Jpyriie oqoOpwiIn ero moctynok. XKeneso... BOT
yero onacalorcs ApeBHHe Cuibl!

Y Hero Ha mosice BUCUT Me€Y... M KHMHXal.. Xe€Je30...
Cnacenue?.. Ho cxBaTka 3a KyJaK, 3a pyKy HacTOJILKO oGec-
cwiwia TpucraHa, 4TOo eMy HNOAYMAJIOCh: BPSO JIM S CYMEIO
NPOBEPUTb UCTUHHOCTb BEpOBaHHI NMPEIKOB.

Yo UM OT Hero Hano, TeM, KTo oburaet TyT? M, HM — OoH
JIaBHO yXe MOHSUI, YTO 3THX TBapel TYT HeCKobKo. Yero pagu
OHHM mpuBeiHu ero cioga? TpHcTaH OTMaxHyJICS OT BOIpoca.
Hywmaii o pyke, npukasan oH cebe, TOJIBKO O pyke!

Be3yMHO MeIJIEHHO pyKa ero NOAIo3ja K MosCy; Nalblbl
KOCHYJIHCbh PYKOSTH Medya.

Jla, Me4 y Hero npocToii, He KaKOoi-HUOyOb TaM apHCTOK-
paTHYECKMH KIMHOK C pYKOSTbIO U3 cepebpa, OToenaHHO#M
6pwuiHaHTaMH, — 60€BOM Med, MCNIeLIPEHHBINH LapanmMHaAMHU
OT MHOXeCTBa cXBaToK. U pyKosTs y Meda XeJjie3Hast, 06Mo-
TaHHasl TOJICTON NpPOBOJIOKOIl, YTOOBEI He COCKOJb3HYJ/A
BCIIOTeBIasA 1afoHb. KOHYNKHU NasbleB KOCHYIUCH NIPOBOJIO-
Kd... Pyka cBobonHa!

OH HeMeJJIEHHO MOKpeIye YXBaTWI PYKOSTb, IPUBLIYHBIM
JABIDKEHMEM BBIAEDHYI Me4 M3 HOXEH M BBICTaBWI €ro nepe
coboii, JIe3BHEM K CYMATHILIE ToJIyObIX OroHbkoB. [Ipuiiwio
obneryeHue, HO 4Yepe3 Kakoi-to MMT TpucTaH NOHSI, YTO
nepeabIillka — BpeMeHHas. 3aTauBlIeecs B 3THX ropax 3Ji0
noGeIUTh COBCEM He TaK NpocTo. Yyxas BoJis oOpylIMIachk Ha
PYKY BoHHa. Med 3aipoXaJl B pyKe, OH He B CIIaX ObUI e pXaThb
ero TBépao. CKopo OH BooOlle BLIPOHHT €ro!

TpucraH nonsrrancs caenarb XoTs Obl war Hazaa. Ho Horn
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KaK GyITO NOrpy3wIHCh B TPSICHHY, KOTOpas BLEITIWIACH B HUX
MEPTBOI1 XBaTKOM. 3HAYUT, EMY NOBUHYIOTCH TOJILKO clabelo-
WjaA pyka M Med, KOTOPBIii CTAHOBHUTCA TSDKejlee ¢ KaxXaoi
cekyHnoii. TpucTaH oOHapyXWwI, YTO VXe NepXHUT Med pyKo-
ATHIO BIEPEXR, CIOBHO HaMepeBaeTcs MPOH3HUTL ceds caMoro!

M3 cyeTnl roiyOpIX OrHeif BBIPOCJIO CJ1aGo cCBeTslleecHd
uynajablie, MOTHAIOCH B BO3AYX, H30THYJIOCh U 3acTbLUIO.
KoHumK ero yctpeMiI€H ObUT Ha YenoBeka. CrieloM 3a HUM,
KOJIBIXasiCh, OAHSAIOCH Apyroe. [ToToM TpeThe, yeTBEpTOE...

KoHYHK nepBoro lynanblia, KOTOPHI 6bUT TOHKMM, KaK
najel, HadaJl YTOMIaThcsA. 3aTeM U3 HETO YCTPEMIUIHCH BO BCe
CTOPOHBI MaJIeHbKHE OTPOCTKH. BHe3anHo TpucraH obHapy-
X1 nepen coboil BOIUIOIIEHHOE 3JI0, TPOTECKHYIO KOIIHIO
geJIoBeYecKoi pykH, 6010 Najiel] KOTOPO# ObUT CIMIIKOM
JUIMHHBIM ¥ TOHKHM.

Teaps Hadana omyckatbcsi K Tpucrany. HeuMoBepHBIM
YCWINEM BOJIH 9€JIOBEK ITepeBepHY/ Me4, BRICTABUB €I0 JIE3BHE
nepen NpuOIVKaloLielcs pyKoii.

W cHoBa olryTH/1 MHMOJIETHBIN BocTopr TpuyMda. H6o
IBIDKEHHE YYIOBUILIHOMN PYKH 3aMeawiock. [loroM oHa Kay-
HyJIach BJIEBO, BIIPABO, CJIOBHO OTBICKMBAasl NPOPEXU B €ro
samute. Ho xaxuM-1o gynoMm TpucTtaHy ymaioch yaepxaThb
Med, M OH OTpa3WI BCE aTaKH.

I'epTa 1IHPOKO pacKpHITHIMYU IVIa3aMM ClleqWIa 32 TMKOBUH -
HOit ayanplo. JIuio e€ Bpara 6LUI0O MOKDHIM, pPY4eiK# MoTa
cberanu co n6a Ha nopbopoxok. PoT ero KkpuBmia rpumaca,
3yObl ObUIH KPETKO CTHCHYTHI.

Ho Meu no-npexueMy ObU1 B €ro pyke, nperpaxaas myThb
3aMaHauuy XKab.

«Te1!»

C/0BO 3BOHOM OTAAJIOCH ¥ HEE B TOJIOBE, OITYLIUTEIbHBIM
NPOH3UTEJILHBIM 3BOHOM.

«3abepH y Hero meu!»

Ecnum oHa XodyeT, 4YTOGBHI OTMILEHHME CBEPLIWIOCh, Hana
noBuHoBaTbcsA. Ho xodeT iu oHa? 'epTa pacnpocT€pnach nog
cKajioii, Habmogas 3a KoinoBckoi OHTBoii. Jle3sue Meua

201



fepeMelnajoch YMOIIOMPAYHTEIbHO MEMAJIEHHO, HO TeM He
MeHee BCAKMI pa3 ycrneBaslo OTPa3sUTh BhINaA roiiyboi pyxu.
TpucTaH ene ABUTaeTcs; nodeMy xe XKabbl 6eccWibHBI nopa-
3UTL ero B ObicTpoii arake? MoXeT, NMOpoXZeHHE 3TOTO
LIyNajblia CTOWIO MM O9€Hb MHOIOro?

«Meu!»

CHoBa 60Jb B TOJIOBE.

I'epTa He 1IEBENbHYJIACH.

«51 He Mory'»

BLIKpHKHYJIa JIM OHAa 3TH CJIOBa, NMpolienTana WIH TOIbKO
noaymana? JleBylika He 3Haja, KaK He 3Hajla H TOIO, nogemy
MeCTh YXe He KaXercsl el IpUATHOM.

TeMHOTa... CBAA3aHHBIE PYKH... IIyM CPaXeHHA... OIMH H3
BOMHOB IaJaeT CO CTPEJIOH B ropJe... MoGeMHbIN KIHY... Ybs-
TO TeHb NpHOMMXaeTcsl K Heil M3 MpakKa... BHIHA JIMIOb
KOJIBYYTA... U MeY...

Tsx€nas pyka nosepraeT €€ Ha3eMb... OHA CJIBIIIHT CMeX,
rpyoBIfi cMeX, KOTOpbIif 06XHTaeT, XoTs Teso €€, MHIIEHHOE
nocyiegHeil ofeXAbl, APOXMT OT Xojioxna... Emé pas...

Het! Ona He xouer BcrioMHHaTh! He xouer! UM He yaactesa
€€ 3acCTaBUTD!

I'epra npuinna B ce6s. YBunena TpucraHa, Npoao/IKaBIIETo
CBOIO OTYasTHHYIO 6MTBY. DTOT 4eJIoBEK OCKOpOMI e€.

«Med! OTHHMMH y Hero Med!»

I'epta Koe-kak nogHanack. OHa Ao/DkHa 6bU1a 3a6paTh Mey.
Torna oH Ha cOOCTBEHHOM 1IKype Y3HaeT, YTO TaKOe JyBCTBO-
BaTh ce6s GecrOMOIIHBIM, YHIXEeHHbIM H.. U? Kaxum eme?
MépTBriM? 2XKabpl HaMepeHp! YOUTD €ro?

«Bbl yopéTe ero?» — cmpocwia oHa. OHa HHKoOrma He
JyMaJia, YTo pacIuiata 6ymeT MMEHHO TaKoOH.

«Meu!»

XKabbl He oTBeTWwmM. OHHM IPOCTO MNOOXIECTHYIH €€ K
neiicteuio. Cmepts? Her, I'epra 6bUta yBEpeHa, 9T0 cMEpPTH OH
H36eXUT — MO KpaiiHeli Mepe TaKoH, KoTopas H3BECTHA poay
genosedeckoMy. Mla, Ho...

«Mea!»
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JeBylIKy Kak 6yATO yZapwiM KHYTOM, TpeOyd OT Heé
6e3gymMHOro MoBMHOBEHHA npHkasy. Ho noxysmioch Hao6o-
POT — ©OJMb Npobyawia B Hed 9yBCTBO omacHoctH. OHa
BbI3BaJIa K XU3HHM CWIbl HACTOJIbKO TEMHEIE, HACTOJILKO Y-
XHe, YTO C HHUMH, IOoXaidyil, He coBjJagaeT M CaMhIH
MOIYLIECTBEHHbIN KOJIIYH M3 YHCla €€ coIUleMeHHHKOB. [la,
TpucTaH 3ac/TyXuBaeT Hauxyalei ydactv. Ho Hauxynneii no
YeNoBEe4ECKMM MepKaM, a BOBce HE 3TOro!

JleBoii pyxoii ['epTa KocHyach MeloyKa ¢ TpaBaMu ['yHHO-
Ppbl, KOTOPBIH ObUI CIpATaH y He€ Ha rpyaH. Ilambim npaBoi
PYKY IOLIapWIH IO 3eMJie, HalIyTayiM KaMeHb. IIpukocHoBe-
HHe K MELIOYKY C TpaBaMH KaK OyITO H3rHajlo M3 €€ IoJIOBbI
ToT ronoc. OH 3aTHX, TOYHO OTAAIEHHBIA KpHK. JleBylika
nogo6pajia KAMCHb...

TpHcTaH HEOTPBIBHO ClieAW] 3a luynaiblueM. PyKy Bouna,
KOTOPOH OH JepXan Me4, pa3pbiBajia 60/1b OT KMCTH IO Ivleda.
OH 49yBCTBOBaJI, 9TO BOT-BOT NOTEPSAET Hal cO0OH KOHTPO/Ib.

I'epra HarHynacp, pa3opBania nouxoi 0o6xku. Ha nanons e
BBINAJI BTOPOI MeINoYeK ¢ TpaBaMH. [l eByllIKa 0XeCTOYEHHO
NpHHAJIACh HaTUpaTh UM KaMeHb. MeJio4yb, KOHETHO, HO 9TO
OHa elll€é MOXET CAeNaTh...

M oHa wBRIpHYZIa KAMEHb B ronyoOyio pyKy. Ta, H3BepHY-
nach, yKIOHsAACh. [IoHHMMasl, 9T0 3TO €IMHCTBEHHBIH lIaHC,
TpucTaH co Bceli cWioi obpylm1 Med Ha lIyTiablie, KOTopoe
NOALEPXHBAJIO PYKY.

KiuHOK mpolnén cKBo3b HEro, Kak 6yATo OHO He MMEJOo
CYOCTaHIIMH, KaK 6YATO OHO GbUIO BCETo JIMLIL MOPOXIACHHEM
cobcTBeHHBIX cTpaxoB TpHucTaHa. BerbixHyn 6s1enHbmi ceeT. K
BIPYT — XaJHO pa3BepcTas pyKa Hcuesjia BMECTE CO LIyTialb-
LEM.

B ToT Xe caMblif MUT TpHCTaH NOHS, 9TO O6pEN crnocob-
HOCTb OBHTaThCS, H OTCTYNWI Ha HECKOJIbKO 1maroB. Yns-to
PyKa yxBaTWIa €ro, CJIOBHO noMorass HATH. OH pBaHyJCA B
NOJIHO# YBEpEeHHOCTH, YTO 3TO HOBad NpoleKa Bpara, cbpo-
cu c cebs pyky. Pasnancs xkpuk; TpucTaH pe3ko pa3sBepHYncA
B CTOPOHY.
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PagoM ¢ npoxoaoM y NMOZHOXMS CKAIHI 1eXajla KaKas-To
TéMHasg Kyda. TpHCTaH BBICTaBWI Med, TOTOBBbIA OTpPa3UTh
HanaJeHHe, YyBCTBYs, KaK BO3BpallaloTcs K HeMy ciibl. Kyda
3aweBeawlack. M3 He€ BricyHynach Oesast pyka, yXBaTiach 3a
KOJIOHHY...

Ero 3aTyMaHeHHBIIt paccynok nposicHiwica. KeHumHa! U,
3HAYMUT, Ta 1UTyKa, KOTopas NpoJeTejla MHMO MIHOBEHHE
Ha3aj, ObUla HallpaBjieHa He B HETo, a B MPH3pavHyIo pyKy! OHa
Ha ero CTOpOHE, OHa ero ApyT.

BHe3anHo nocibiliancs HOBBIM 3BYK, MOXOXMI Ha LOMIIE-
HHe NoTpeBoXeHHoH 3MeH. [IpuyéM He onHoH. [Tpuxapuuch
CIIHHOM K cKaJle Bo3J/ie XeHIIMHBI,. TpHcTaH 6pocin B3I Ha
cepeAHHYy IUTOLIAIKH.

Iynansue, nopaXéHHOe yIapoM Meda, Hcuelda1o, HO ocTa-
Juch apyrue. OHHU 6oJbloe He nepeIvieTaTHCh MeXTy coboii;
Ha KOHLIaX UX NOSIBWIMCh OTBpaTUTE IbHbIE NOAO6HA 3MEeHHBIX
rosioB. 1 ux ObUIO CTONBKO, YTO ITyno ObL1O Jaxe MedTaTb
BBICTOSITh IIPOTHUB HUX... Ho eMy He ocTaércst HH4ero apyroro.

OLIyTHB TSDKECTh Ha CBOEM IUIeYe, OH OTMsaHYyNcA. ZKeH M-
Ha BCTaJIa; OHY PYKYy OHa NpHXHNMaJla K CBOeH IpynH, Apyroi
Jepxajach 3a Hero. TpHcTaH He MoOr pasrnsaeTb €€ ;THLa,
CKPLITOTO TEHbIO KamolwoHa. Ho 3a imMmeHueM 3Meil OH
ycabnnan e€ rojoc. CioB oH He pa3bupal, HO MO DHUTMY
Joragajcs, YTo OHa IOET KaKyl0-TO NECHIO.

OpnHa u3 3Mei 6pocriachk Ha Hero. OH BbICTaBW NIepel Heil
Med. KocHyBIIHCH KOIMHKA, TBaph Ucdeana. [TlepBasa H3 moxu-
Hbl. CxXuMaBlIas Med pykKa CHOBA OTsIXele’1a, Bce IBHXEHHA
€ro OISTh 3aMEUTIHCD.

TpHcTaH MONBITANCS CTPSAXHYTL € cebd XeHLIHHY. byas y
HEro BO3MOXHOCTB XOTS Obl Ha MTHOBEHHeE BLITYCTHTD Me4 H3
PYK, OH ObLI IIPOCTO OTTOJIKHY] €€.

— OtmycTi MeHs1! — KpMKHYJ OH, H3BHBAsICh BCEM TETIOM.

OHa He OTBeTIWIA H BOOOLIEe HUKAK HE OTpearupoBa’ia Ha ero
TpeboBanue. U nponoymkana netsh. TpHCTaHY NOKA3a10Ch, 9TO
OH CJIBILUIMT B €€ MeHHH XaloOHble HOTBHI. KaK OyaTo OHa
YMOJIFET KOro-To IoMo4ib UM obommM.
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BHe3ammHO K3 €€ nairblLeB NepeTeKiIo B €ro IUIEYO U yCTpe-
MWIOCH Jajiblieé IO pyKe, MO CIMHE, K HOraM, K XMBOTY
XHBHTEJIBHOE TEIUIO H YyBCTBO CBOOONLI — CBOGOAHI HE OT €€
0o6BATHI, 2 OT TEX Y3, KOTOPhIE NPUKOBAIH €10 K 3TOMY MECTY.
ATnocpenuHe TUIOIIAIKH IPOCTHO 3a1€prajluCh 3MeHHbIE I'0JI0-
Bbl. OHY NapaMH CTAJIKHBAINCH B BO3AYXE, MTHOBEHHO 0Opa3ys
eHHOE LeJIoe.

Tenepsb Ha moAcii HaNafaTH yXe He MaJIeHbKHE IOJIOBEHKH,
HO 30OpPOBeHHbIE IOJIOBUILIM, ofHaKO TPHCTaH ycneBaj oTpa-
XaTbh MX BBINaJbl. A OHU OBUTAIHCH BCE GhicTpee M ObIcTpee.
ITacth mx 6bUIM pa3BepcThl, HO TaM He BHAHO OLUIO HH
SAGBUTHIX, HHM BooOlme Kakux-mb6o 3y6oB. TeM He MeHee
TpuctaH 3HaN, YTO €CJIM XOTh OJHA IACTh KOCHETCH €ro WiH
XeHUIMHbI, — TIHMIIN IIPOTIaJo.

PaspepHyBLINCH BIOJIOOOPOTA, OH OTPa3WI aTaKy ¢ dJaHra.
Hora ero mockonp3HyJach, OH ymaJ Ha KOJIEHO, elBa He
BLITYCTHB MedY. YXBaTHB KIHHOK IOKpeITde, OH YCJIbIaT
KpHK. OcTaBasch B NpexHeli 1o3e, TpHcTaH MOBEpHYJI FOJIOBY.

Hananenue mocienHeil 3MeHHOM IOJIOBHI OKA3aJIOCh XMT-
POI1 YNIOBKOI4, H60 OTpaXas ero, OH BBIPBAJICA U3 PYK XEHIIIMHEL.
JlBe IpyrHe roJIoBbl TYT Xe¢ HaKUHYJIHCh Ha He€ M TOJIOHWIH.
K cBoeMy yxacy, TpucTaH yBUOE], YTO ONHA M3 3MEH MOYTH
3ar7IoTHIa IojIoBY XeHIIWHBL. BTopas TBaph KojibLlaMHi OOBH-~
Jlach BOKPYT €€ Taiuu. Eciii XeHIIWHa ¥ KpHyaJia, TO roJjioc eé
3arTyliaj Mep3KMii Konmak Ha rosnobe. BieqHo cperauuecs
YepBAKU BOJIOKIH €€ K CBOEMY JIOTOBY; OHa He CONpPOTHRIIA-
nace. HaBcTpewy uM BBITAHynHCh em€ ABa orpocTka. Ha
TpucraHa oHM yXe He oGpalllali BHUMaHHUA.

XpHMIUIO BCKPDMKHYB, OH B MITHOBEHHME OKa BCKOYWI H
Habpocwics Ha AepXaBlLIKe XEHIIMHY Lrynaigsia. M Bapyr B
TOJIOBE €ro pasgajics roJjoc:

«Oroiiny, CbIH JIOACKOI, He Melakica B Haluu Aeja. Te6s
3T0 He KacaeTca».

— Ornycture e€! — TpucTaH NOOCHYJ MEYOM 110 LIyTIaIb-
Ly Ha TaINMU XeHIUHbI. OHO BCNBIXHYJIO, HO APYTO€ TYT Xe€
3aHSJIO €T0 MECTO.
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«OHa mpuBena Te65 K HaM, a Thl XOY€llIb €€ crnacTu?»

— OrmycTuTe €€! — eMy HeKorna 6bUT0 AyMaTh O TNpaBaU-
BOCTH YCJIBILIAHHOTO; OH 3HAJI, YTO HE JO/DKEH NMO3BOIUTh UM
yBII€Yb XEHIIUHY 32 cOO0H, YTO MHaYe OH — He Myx4nHa. U
TIOTOMY YAapWJI CHOBA.

3MeH 3aIBUTAINCH OBICTpEE, CTPEMSICh YKPBIThCH 32 H3rO-
ponsio. TpucTaH He yBepeH ObU1, XHBa JIX €1UE ero NoMOLIHHULIA,
TOJIOBY KOTOPOH TIO-TIpEXHEMY CKpPBIBAJ OTBPATHUTE/ILHBIA
xonmnak. Teno e€ 6eccwisHo o6BUCTO.

«Ona Hawa! Uou — moka He pa3apa3HWI Hall alleTHT!»

He TpaTa nbIXaHUS Ha HUKYEMHBIE pa3roBophl, TpHCTaH
BCKOYWI Ha H3ropoib. OTTyna OH NPUHSUICS KPYIUINTD LIYyTIalE-
1a, TAUIMBIIME XEHIIMHY. Pyxu ero 6nu1n ciabeiMu, daxe
YXBAaTHB UMM O0EUMH MedY, OH C TPYAOM MOIHUMAJ H OIyCKal
ero. Ho ympsiMo nponosxan 6uTBy. Majio-noMary eMy Hayaio
Ka3aTbCs, YTO OH mnobexnaeT.

OH 3aMeTW, YTO TBapH, KOTOPblE OOBWINCH BOKPYT XEH-
LIMHEI, He TPOHYIH €€ pyKW, IpixaToi K rpyau. [loatomy
Tpucran obpyliwics Ha HUXKHHE KOJIblla 3MEUHEBIX Tel; OH
cpyOWI nocjiefHee U3 HUX B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZa I'oJIOBa U IUIeYH
XEHIIMHLI OKa3aJIUCh yXe 32 Orpagoi.

BrneuaTiieHHe O6bUIO TaKoe, 4TO, KaK LIyTajIblia HU CTapaloT-
cs, MM He NOoJ CWIy BTalllUTh CBOIO XEPTBY K ceGe B JIONOBO
ue;ukoM. Iloka oHM ObUTH 3aHATHI 3THMM, TpHCTaH Hamaia Ha
Hux. OH nepepybun Bcex 3Meil, KOTOpble OOBHJIMCH BOKDPYT
TOJIOBHI M ITUTEY XeHINUHLI. Ha cMeHy UM NMOAHSUIHCH HOBELIE.
Ho XeHuuMHa ymnajga Ha 3eMII0 TakK, YTO LIyHaJlbLiaM, YTOOBI
BHOBb CXBaTUTh €€, HYXHO ObUIO NMPOTION3TH IO €€ IpyaH, a
3TOro OHM TOYeMY-TO CIe/aTh SBHO He MOINH.

¥Ycrano TpucTaH NOAHSII Me4 H CHOBa OITYCTWI €TI0, YyBCT-
BY#, YTO PYKH BOT-BOT OTKaXyT. U TyT, 6yKBaJIbHO Ha MHT, BCE
IO eAWHOro urynansua orcrymid. Jlesoii pykoit Tpucran
yXBaTWICSA 33 PYKM XEHLIUHBI, KOTOpble OHAa CJIOXWIA Ha
IPYAM, U MOBOJIOK €€ IpOoYb.

3Meu 3/106HO 3amuneny. Tena UX 3aKoNbIXaIMCh, 3a4€pra-
suck. OHH Bc€ Gonblile NMPUIrHOaTMCh, MPYDKMMAJTHCH K 3eMJie,
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ocBelas e€ 61eqHBIM CBETOM. TpHCTaH B3BAIMI XEHIUIUHY Ha
IUIe4O M, AepXach K Bpary JUMLIOM, NONATWICS Jajiblue, ToTo-
BbIii B 00O MOMEHT OTPa3UTh HOBYIO aTaKy.

5

IToxoxe 6bU10, YTO Bparu Bhuoxiuch. [lo kpaitHeii Mepe
3MeH TaK M OCTaJIMCh 3a Oorpaioil. BHUMaTenbHO ciens 3a
HUMH, TpHUCTaH OTOIEN HA HEKOTOPOE PACCTOAHHE M PUCKHY
OCTaHOBUTLCS U IiepeloXHYTh. [To1oXMB XeHILIMHY Ha 3eMJTIO,
OH NPHUTPOHYJICA K €€ 1eke. [Tanblbl ero OLIyTIIH X000 U
Biary. Meptea? HeyxTo eé 3amyunumu? ‘

OH cyHyN pyKy eii NoJ KamolIOH, HAlIyTIbIBasA NyJbC Ha
ropne. Huuyero. Ero namoHs omycTwiach HMXe, Tyda, IOe
cepaue. YTobsl caenaTh 3TO, eMy IPHIUIOCH PAa30MKHYTD €€
CJIOXeHHbIe Ha rpyau pyku. Kora oH KOCHYJICS MaJleHbKOTO
MeLIoYKa, JIEXaBLIEro MeX €€ rpyaeif, To OLIyTWI TEILIO H
TOPOILUTHBO OTAEPHYJ PYKY — IpeXIe YeM ycIie] cooOpa3uTh,
4TO B TOM MEIUOYKE HE ONACHOCTh, 3 HCTOYHUK XH3HEHHBIX
CHIL

Cepaue e€ 6mwioce. Jlydllle oTTallMTL €€ Mojaiblie, MoKa
TBapH 3a Orpafioil YTUXOMHUPWINCH, Bpsil TH OHHU OTCTYMSTCA.
. IlonymaB HeMHoro, TpHcTaH CYHyn Me4 B HOXHBI, 9TOOBI
06XBaTUTh XECHIIUHY 00eMMH pyKaMH. TeJo e€ oKa3anocs Kyna
6oree NErkKuM, 4eM OH OXWAaJI 110 BHELIHEMY BUIY HE3HAKOM-
KH.

Ero moxomka HanmoMHMHajla OBHXEHHSI MOPCKOIo Kpaba;
OIHHM IJIa30M OH CJIEAWI 3a CKONHIUEM IOJMyOBIX OrHeit
no3agy, APYTUM — BBICMATPHBAJI NMyTh. JIMIDb MHHOBAB JBa
psiia KaMHe#, oH O6GNIer4JEHHO B3OOXHYII.

TpucTaH YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK HEYTO MBITAETCS 3aiepXaTh €ro,
CWIMTCS BepHYTb oOpaTHo. Ho, Hampsras Bomo, CTHCHYB
3y0bl, OH BCE JaIblle M Aaible YXOAWI OT IMPOKIISATOIO MECTA.

OnHa 3a JpyTOil OCTAaBAJIMCh 33 CTHHOM KAMEHHEBIE IPsAbI.
Konnosckoii cBeT cTaHOBWICA cnabee. Bckope TeMHOTa cryc-
THIach A0 TaKO# CTeNEHH, YTo TpHcTaH Havall onacaThes, Kak
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6b1 MM He cOurbcsd c IyTH. JIBaXanl OH Tepsl OOpPOIY,
MPUXOAWIOCh OOXOOHUTh BHE3aIIHO BBIPACTABLOMI H3 TbMBbI
BaJTyH M TEM CaMbIM BO3BpalIaThcs Tylda, OTKyAa OHHU OeXaitu.

3peHue oOMaHBIBAJIO €r0, HEKMH BHYTPEHHHH IOJIOC 3Bajl
obpatHo. OH NPHMHOPOBWICS [eNaTh TaK: 3aMeyal KaKoii-
HUOYOb OPUEHTHP BIiEpenH, B HECKOIBKHUX 1Iarax, ¥ CMOTpel
Ha Hero, NoKa OH He OKa3bIBaJICA PAIOOM, a 3aTeéM BHIMCKUBAT
ClleYIOLINH.

HaxoHel oH MMHOBaJI NOCEAHMI psAx KaMHei. 2KeHIHHA
MSITKO JieXasla y Hero Ha Iviede. OH YyBCTBOBAJI ceOsl TAKMM
cj1abbIM, TAKMM YCTAJIbIM, KaK OyaTO LieJble CYTKM liaran 6e3
nepeablIKy Ja ellé yIacTBOBa/ B KPaTKOBPEMEHHOM CThIYKE
B KOHLe myTU. ONyCTHBIIMCh Ha KOJIEHH, OH TIOJIOXII CBOIO
Houry Ha Crapyio Jlopory, KOTopyio BeTep COBCEM OYHCTHI OT
CHera.

He60 6bU10 NOKpBITO o6MakaMu. JIyHa, BUOHO, NpATANIach
33 HUMH. JIexaBluasi Ha Jopore XeHIIMHA BBINIAAEIA TEMHOM
KXydeid Tpsambs. TpucTaH mpuceNl Ha KOPTOYKH, IPOITYCTHUB
PYKH MeXIy KOJIEeH, U 3aayMaJics.

KaxuM o6pa3zoM OH momnan Tyga, HaBepX, OH He HMeJl HH
Masleiiliero mpeacraBieHus. HakaHyHe BedyepoM OH, Kak
OOBIYHO, JIET B NOCTEJb, a IPOCHYJICH, TOJBKO 3aBHAEB TOT
MepPTBEHHBIH CBET 3a orpafoif. OH HUIYTh HE COMHEBAJICH, YTO
BoiAepXay Goit ¢ apeBHMMH Cwiamu. Ho yTo 3aBieKino ero
Tyna?

EMy BcmoMHMIJIOCH, KaK OH OTKPBUI OKOLIKO B CBOEi
KOMHaTe, 4ToObl NMOIISAETh Ha nei3ax. Heyxro mpuyuHa
NPOHCIIEAUIETO C HUM KPO€ETcs B HEBUHHOM JIIOOOMBITCTBE? A
KaK Xe Torma CJIyTH U X03sieBa noctosuioro gsopa? He Bepurcs,
YTO OHM CIIOKOWHO XUBYT TYT, 3HasA O CTOJIb TPO3HOM ONacHoC-
TH. A MoxeT, OyadydM NOTOMKaMH II€pBONOCEJIEHIEB
I'puMmMepaeiia, OHH HEYyBCTBUTEIbHBI K 30BY TEMHBIX cHa?

INogoxau, nogoxnu. Yro TaM ropopuia 3ta tBaph? OHa
cka3ana, O6yATO ero ImpuBesa K HUM Ta caMas XeHUINHa, YTO
JIeXUT celyac Ha aopore. Ho ecnu Tak, To 3aueM?

TpucTaH, NoJaBLINCh BIIEpEN, OTKMHYJ Kpaif KaMolIoHa H
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HarHyJ1 rojIopy, BCMaTpMBasich B JIMLO XeHIOWHbI. OXHAKO BO
MpakKe HOYM HEBO3MOXHO ObUIO pasmisieTh YTO-JH00, KpoMe
OOLIUX KOHTYpPOB JIH1IA.

Baopyr e€ Teno oTKaTWIOCh B CTOPOHY. ZKeHI1MMHA BCKPHK-
Hyna. B ronoce e€ 6bU1 Tako# yxac, yro TpuUCTaH B3OPOTHYN
M 3aCTbUI KaK H3BassHHe. OTTOJKHYBLINCH OT JOPOTH, OHa Koe-
‘KaK TIoAHsUIach. PyKy e€ 4To-TO MCKAIM B CKJIaKaXx IUIallia.
OHa 6Gonble He Kpuyasia. TOHEHbKMIA JIYYHK JIyHBI IpoGMICs
CKBO3b 00JIJaYHYIO 3aBECY, BHICBETHB TO, YTO XKEHII[WHA CXKUMa-
Jla B pyKe.

CBepkHyNna cTajb, TPHCTaH ycIiesl NepeXBaTUTh €€ PYKY,
npexie YeM KMHXaJl BOH3WICS B ero TeJo. 2KeHIIMHa CIOBHO
o6e3yMesia, OHa M3BHBaJIaCh, BbIPBIBaach, IMHAIACh, pobo-
Baja Aaxe Kycatbcd. HakoHell oH rpy6o obiarmn €€, Kak
o6o1éncs 6s ¢ MyXIHHOH, H yAapWI KYJIaKOM B NoAGOPOIOK.
Teno eé BHOBL OOMAKIO ¥ OIYCTHIOCH Ha JOPOTY.

IIpugércs TamuTh €€ 00 Tpakrupa. Moxer, npeObIBaHUE B
JIOTOBE TeX TBapeil MIOMYTWIO €€ pacCyAoK M OHa Telepb Bcex
BOKPYT NIpHHUMaeT 3a Bparos? OTopBaB OT IUIAalla NOJIOCKY
TXaHH, TpucraH cBs3ai eif pyku. [logHsuics, B3BaIT XeHIIHU -
HY Ha CIIMHY M IOLIEJI BHHU3, TO M JeJI0 OCKAIBL3LIBasCh, C
TPYAOM IPOAHPAsCh CKBO3b 3apOC/IM KycTapHHKaA. JInIxaHHe
XEHLIUHLI ObUIO eJle CJILILIHBIM.

Kotoprlit ceifyac 4ac, TpucrtaH He 3Han. OpHako Hajg
IBEPLIO TPAKTHpa BHCE €1lE HOYHOM PpoHaph. CNIOTHIKASCH Ha
KaXIIOM 1Iary, BOMH ITOAKOBLULLI K KAMUHY, OITYCTHI Ha IOJ
CBOIO HOLY M MOTSIHYJICA 33 IpoBaMH. Bosblie Bcero Ha cBeTe
€My XOTeJIOCh COTpeThCS.

T'onopa Gonena. I'epTe Moka3anocs, YTO HCTOYHHUK GoH —
Ige-To B HUXHel yacth auua. OHa oTkpbula riasa. Ceer,
cnabblii, HO He TOT, He roayboi. [la, 3170 OIMKHM ITaMeHH. Y
KaMMHa Ha KOPTOYKaX CHOUT KAKOH-TO YeJIOBEK H IOAKIIAIbI-
BaeT B OTOHB ApoBa. Teruio yxe gyBcTByeTcsd. OHa NoMNbITajlach
cectb. U TONIbKO Temeph 3aMeTWIa, YTO 3aIICThd €€ KPeIKo
cBsi3aHbl. OHa HampAIIach, NPHUCTAJILHO ClIeds 32 YEJIOBEKOM
y KaMHHa.
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IonoBa ero 6nuta nmoBépHyra Tak, 4yro I'epra He Moma
BHIETD JIMLIA, HO OHA HH KalleJIbKU He COMHEBaJIach B TOM, 4TO
310 Tpuctan. M nocnenHee BOCMOMHHAHHUE: OH 3aBHCAET HaX
Heli, MpoTATMBaeT PyKH... YTOOHI ewi€é pa3 opjianers elo! Or
OTBpalleHHd €€ eABa He CTOIIHWIO, ¥ OHa TOPOIUIMBO CIJIOT-
HyJIa.

Ouenb ocTopoxHo I'epra orsanenacs. O61as 3a1a TPakTH-
pa. 3HaYNT, OH NpHHEC €€ clona. YToOwl B3ATH CBOE B TeILIE,
a He Ha xonogHoM BeTpy Ha Crapoii Jopore! ITyckaii Tonbko
nonpo6byer MogOWTH — OHAa 3aKpHYMT, OYAET ApaThCs, NOKa
KTO-HHOYAb He NMPHOEXUT...

OH m1saen Ha He€, I1aael TaK BHUMaTe/IbHO, 9T0 AeBYlOKA
MOHsUIa: OH 6e3 Tpyaa yragan e€ ciiyTaHHbIE MBICIIH.

— A y6sio Tebs1, — MporoBopwia OHa.

— Kaxk yxe nrrranacs? — cnpocwt oH. B rosioce ero 6su10
paBHOAYIIHE, CJIOBHO OH 3aJlajl BOIPOC M3 Ipa3gHOro Jiodo-
TIBITCTBA.

— B cnenyiounmii pa3 si He IPOMaxHycCh.

OH 3acMesuics. A 3aCMeSBLINCH, CTaJl HA MTHOBEHHE KaK
6yaTO MHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM — MOJIOXE H MEHEE CYpPOBBIM.

— To1 BoBce He IpoMaxHy/ach, rocrioxa. Sl nepexsaTmi
TBOIO PYKY.

YnuIOKa collia ¢ ero JiMiia, Ijla3a Cy3WIHCh, TYOBI IUIOTHO
CXaJTHNCh.

YT06BI 1OKA3aTh, YTO OH €€ He 3amyraeT, [ epTa BEI3bIBAIOLIE
nonsigena Ha Hero.

OH ckasa:

— HWnu TH, rocnoxa, mMmena B Buay apyroe? To, yto
CIYYWIOCH Mepel TeM, KaK Thl o6Haxwna xkuaxan? Ta — Ta
TBaphb roBopuia nnpasay? Sl B caMoM Jesie ouyTHICS B HX JIOTOBE
1o TBoeii MwiocTu?

HaBepHoe, B BrIpaXeHHU €€ JHUAa NpoIUTan TpucTaH
oTBeT. HarHyBummch, OH CXBaTHI JeBYLUKY 3a IUIEYH; KaK OHa
HH OTOMBaJlach, OH NpPHBJIEK €€ K cebe, TaK 9TO €€ Iasa
OKa3aJIHCh Ha OMHOM YPOBHE C ero Iia3aMH.

— Ho nouemy? Bo ums Boepoii Pyxu Kaprepa Cripasegym-
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Boro, nodeMy? Yto s Takoro caesnan tebe, IeBYOHKA, YTO ThI
3aTalliia MeHsI B TOpEI Ha BepHYIO nornbens? Wmm tebe BcE
paBHO 6bU10, KOro 3araminth? K10 Te6e 3TH TBapM — pydHbIe
XUBOTHbIe WIH Xo35eBa? U Kak BooOllie YyeToBEK MOT CBS3aTh-
ca ¢ HuMu? Ho ecnu T cBsA3anack ¢ XKabamu, 3aueM Tebe
notpe6opaniocs noMoratk MHe? Iloyemy, noyeMy, noyemy?!

OH 3aTpsic €€, ¢Havaja HECWIBHO, & MOTOM, C KaXIbIM
HOBBIM BONpPOCOM, BCE rpydee M rpybee, Tak YTO rojioBa e€
6osrTaNack M3 CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY. Teno e€ 06MAKIIO, H 3TO KaK
6ynro orpe3Bwio ero. OH Bpode Obl NMOHSUI, YTO JeBYLIKa He
MOXET €My OTBETHUTH, a TIOTOMY CHOBAa NPHBIEK €€ K cebe,
CJIOBHO CTpeMSCh pasryIieTh OTBET B €€ Ila3ax.

— Y MeHs HET poaudeiil, KOTophle COMacWINCh ObI BRI3BaTh
Tebs1 Ha Goit, — ckazana I'epra ycrano. — I[lotomy MHe
NpHUUIOCh OesaTh BCE camoif. Sl uckama Tex, KTO CMOXeET
OTOMCTHTb...

— OtoMcTuTh! Tak, 3HaYUT, 1 HE CIyJaHHBIH NMPOXOXUA,
BHIODaHHEIM B XepTBY TBoMM npusareinsaM! KinaHycek JleBaToio
Mupamu, MHe HE3HAKOMO TBOE JIULO! BEITh MOXeET, B KaKoii-
HUOYIb CXBaTKe OT MOeii pyKH TaJj TBoi poanWd — oTell, 6parT,
Bo3moo6neHHbIH? Ho xak Takoe Morno cayuntscs? Te, ¢ KkeM
s cpaxa’cs, 6bUTH BparaMH. 2KeHLIUH Y HUX He 65110 — TOJILKO
pabbIHH, KOTOPBIX OHY 3aXBaTWIM B foJMHax. Heyxenu XcH-
muHa JlonuH crioco6Ha MCTUTH 3a TOro, Ybeil pabbIHE# OoHa
obu1a? A, neBaoHKa? OHH 3aXBaTWIH Te6s B IUVIEH, U Thl HallLIa
cebe cpelH HUX roCIOANHA, 3a6bIB IIPO KPOBb B CBOMX XKIUIaX,
TaK?

byab y He€ cwiIbl, OHA IUTIOHY/A ObI eMy B JIMIIO 3a TaKoe
ockopbnenne. OH, BUAHO, 3aMETWI €€ SIPOCTh.

— 3HauuTt, He TakK. YTo Xe Toraa? S He u3 TeX Mep3aBlIEB,
KOTOpbI€ 1IacTaIOT MO OKpYTe, 3aBA3bIBast CCOpPLI C TOBapHILa-
MH. Y HeT TaKkoi XEeHILHHBI, KOTOPOIi 1 OB/NaaeN Obl CUIOI, 6e3
€€ comiacu...

— Jla Hy? — T'epra HakoHel-TO oOpeyia Jap pedH; cJIoBa
MOJIWIHCh CIVIOLUHBLIM NoTokoM. — Hert, crasio ObITb, Takoi
XKCHIUMHBI? A NOMHUWIB JIM Thl, 6paBblil cOnAar, YTo CIy4YH-
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JIoch TpH Mecsiia Ha3an Ha nopore B JlereHnein? Bunno, TH
YacTeHBKO TaK IOCTYTaelllb, pa3 MaMaTh TeOd nmoaBoauT!

HecMoTps Ha oOypeBaBilie €€ rHeB M cTpax, ['epra 3ame-
TWIA, KaK BBITAHYJIOCH €0 JIMLO B IpuMace Oe3MepHOro
YOUBJIECHUS.

— Jletenpeitn? — noBrOopwI OH. — TpH Mecsdlla TOMY.
Hazan? Ilociyinait, AeBylIka, s HUKOrma He 3abupaics Tak
JaJeKo K ceBepy. A TpH Mecslia Ha3aJ 1 KOMaHAOBaJ ApYyXH-
Hoii topaa VIHrpaMa — oH mnoru6 npu ocaie Irnoprta.

B rosioce ero 6pUT0 CTONIBKO HCKPEHHOCTH, YTO OHA €[[Ba HE
NoBepwia — HO BOBpPEeMs BCIIOMHWIA Ipo GpaciieT.

— To1 mx€ws! Pazymeercs, Thl He 3alIOMHIJI MOETO JIMIIA.
Tol Beab oBaIe]1 MHOM B TEMHOTE, NTepeOMB Nepes TeM Bparos,
KOTopble IUVIEeHWIH MeHs1. Bee jionu Moero -6pata Toxe noru6-
JM. A cO MHOIf BparM paccuMTHIBaIM no3abaBuTbca. Ho
TIPUIIEN TEI — M OBJAAE] MHOM, BoeBoaa!

IlocnenHee cIOBO OHA TOYHO BLIIUTIOHYJIA.

— ToBopio Tebe, a1 611 B nopry! — TpHCTaH OTIYCTWI
neByiiky. OHa oTmonsna K ckambe. Tenepn HX pasnensuio
JIOBOJILHO 60J1blIO€ pPacCTOSTHUE.

— TloToBa u T TIOKIACTECS Ha KamHe McTHHBI, YTO TO
6bu1 1?7 ThI BUOENa MEHS B JIULIO?

— Jla, rotoBa! A YyTO IO TBOErO JiKIAa, TAK OHO MHE HH K
yeMy. Thl OBJIazies1 MHOM B TEMHOTE, HO 5 3aMeTIWIa OAHY Belllb,
3aMeTIIa U 3allOMHMIA e€!

OH nogHéC pyKy K IMOAGOPOAKY, OTEP 3aCTapesIblif LIpaMm;
6pacneT cCBepKHY1 B O/MMKax IUIJaMeHH. YKpallleHHe 3TO TaK
Pa3’UTEIbHO OTVIMYAJIOCH OT NMPOCTOH OAEeXIbl BOHHA; HY KaK,
CKXaXuTe Ha MIJIOCTb, MOXHO €ro 3a0bITh YBUAEB XOTs GBI pa3?

— Yro 3a Belnp?

— Tu Hocub €€ Ha 3amscTbe! BoH OH, CBepKaeT, KaK H
Toraa. TBoii 6pacner, aryn!

OH noraaena Ha 30JI0TYIO TOJIOCKY.

— Bpacner! Bot oHo 9T0. BOT noyeMy Thl nMpHBejia MeHA K
Xabam...

OH ynbIGHYJICS, HO Yy/BIOKA BBILIUIA XECTOKOM, M IVla3a
OCTJINCh XOJIOAHBIMH.
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— Tul mpuBena MeHA K HUM, Tak?

OH pe3KuM OBIDKEHHMEM BBITAHYT PYKYy M, Tipexie 4eM
JeBYIIKA yCIle/ia YBEPHYTLCSA, COPBAJ C €€ TOJIOBbI KAIIOLLOH.

— Y0 TBI cie1a1a CO CBOMM JIATYLUAYbHM JuuoM? YT1o 31O
6bUIO, Kpacka WIM ouepeaHoe kongoBcTBo? Kpenko xe,
BHOHO, XOTela Thl MHE OTOMCTHTb, €CIH pald TOro TakK
H3yponoBaya cebsl.

I'epra owrynana xonongHele WEKH. XKanb, HeT 3epkana. Ho
pa3 OH rOBOPHT, YTO Mep3KHe IIATHA NIPOIaJH, 3Ha4UT, TaK OHO
H eCTb.

— OHM caepxXaiad CJIOBO... — NpobopMoTaia NeBYLIKa,
OTKa3bIBasIiCh YTO-TH60 NoHnMaTs. OHa MHOTO pa3 Boobpaxa-
J1a cebe BCTpevy ¢ HUM, NpeacTans1a, KaK oH 6yaeT oTiMparscs.
Borarbiii, BULHO, Y HETO OIIBIT B NOAOGHDIX AeNax, €CJIM Ha Bce
e€ OOBHHEHHUS €IMHCTBEHHAs ero peakuns — Becénoe mobo-
TIRITCTBO.

— Oun? Tol uMeeurs B Buny XKa6? O6bAcHH-Ka, NoYeMy,
nepejaB cHayajia MeHs1 B MIX PYKH, Thl IIOTOM MpHLIUIa MHE Ha
BbIpYuKy? He monumaio. [To-MoeMy, CBA3LIBATLCA ¢ TEMH, KTO
obuTaeT TaM, HaBepXy, HacCTOJIbKO DPHMCKOBaHHO, YTO OTBa-
XKUTHCSA Ha 3TO MOXET JIMLLb OTYAsIBLUIMIiCS YeJIOBEK. A OTIasiHUE
CKOpO He NpoxonuT... [loyeMy Tbl crnacyia MeHs, JeBYIIKa?

Omna oTBeTIIA BIIOJIHE HCKPEHHE:

— He 3Hao. BriTh MOXET, NOTOMY, 4TO OOMOEIH MeHA, a
3Ha4MT, H OTOMCTHUTD 10.DKHa ToXe . HaBepHo, Tak. A ell€...

OnHa MoJyaia Tak 00Jro, 4To TpHCTaH He BblaepxXaln:

— Yro ewé?

— S He Morna DOMYCTHTb, YTOOBI UM JOCTAICS YE/OBEK,
ImycKai jaxe orpebne Bpone Tebs!

— OTIHYHO, BOT 3TO MHe yXe NoHATHO. HeHaBHCTE, cTpax,
OTYasHHE TOJKAlOT Hac Ha 3aKIio4eHHe TaKMX CIeNoK, O
KOTOPBIX MBI IIOTOM MOPLKO coXajieeM. 3HAaIHT, Thl He cMorvia
TIPMHECTH COTUIEMEHHHUKA B XePTBY TyXakKaM. 3aTO Ha Jopore
TBI TOIBITANIACh YOUTb MeHA cOOCTBEHHOII pyKOH...

— Thol... ThI XOTEN ORNIANETH MHOIA... CHOBa! — BBIKpHKHYJA
I'epra. LII€ku e€ mbutanu — He OT Xapa KaMHHa, a OT JaBHEro
CThIOA.
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— To1 Tak ayMana? Yto X, ¢ TBONMM BOCIIOMHHAHWSAMH 3TO
BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, — KMBHYA TpHcraH. — Ho mociymai
MeHA, aeBouyka. IlepBoe: Hora Mos HHKOrZa He CTynaia B
JleTeHzein, TpH M Mecslia, TPH JIM roga Haszan — HHKoraa!
Bropoe: BemmMua, Mo KOTOpPOH Thl MEHS Yy3Haja.. — OH
nocMoTpen Ha OpacJeT, MocTyyas 1o HeMy naabuaMH. — Tpu
Mecsla Ha3al y MeHs e€ He 6bpU10. Bo BpeMs nocieaHe i ocaabl
nopra K HaM Ha IOAMOIY INpPHILJIO MHOIO DPEKPYTOB H3
OTAANEHHBIX NOMHH. OHU 3aHUMATHCh TeM, YTO BbUTaBTHBAIH
6ponsuMe WAk Bparos.

Ocana B OCHOBHOM — nopa Oe3menhsi, a €CIM 9YEJOBEKY

' Hevero JieJlaTh, OH HIIEeT pasBiledyeHHii. B Halmy 3a1a9y BXOOM-
JIO TOJBKO CJEOMThb 3a TeM, YToObl Bpard He Oexamu M3
KPEINoCTH, II0Ka HE NomoimyT xopabmu u3 I'sHmencOypra u
BeHnHecniopTa M He aTaKkyloT X ¢ Mops. Oxunas 3TH Kopabim,
MblI 3a0aBSUTHCh a3apTHHIMM MrpaMH. Jlaxe 5, 32 KeM CI0XH-
JIach peITyTallisi OCTOPOXHOIO YeJIoBeKa, He YBIEKAIOUIErocs
noxo6HbIMM 3a6apaMH, MOPOH NMPUHMMAT B HUX Y9acTHe.

B onHy u3 urp s ero # BeIMrpai. ToT, KTO NOCTaBWI €r0 Ha
KOH, OBUI MMOXOX Ha Yppe — CBhIH YOUTOIO KHs3, HacleIHHK
pa3opéHHOTo nomecTthbd. [IBa IHA cIycTS OH noru6, oTpaxas
BbUIa3Ky BparoB. OH IpocW1 MeHs He NpoaaBaTh GpacierT,
HaJIesCh OTHITPAThCS, €CJIM MOBE3ET, MOTOMY UTO YKpalleHHe
TIpHHaNJIeXaNo K YHCIy CeMeHbIX AparolileHHocTeil. B Oure
A OTKpPLUI, YTO OHO HE€ TOJNBKO KpacHBO, HO H IOJE€3HO.
IlockombKy mapeHb Bc€ paBHO MNMOTM6, s pelUnLT OCTaBHTL
6pacneT y ce6s1 — Kak BUIHO, cebe xe Ha rope. UMeHuH ero 1
He 3HAl0, BCe 3BAIM €ro KaKWM-To npo3puineM. bymyau
XOASTYMM MEPTBELIOM, OH NOJIOBUHY BpeMEHH Npe6bIBaT BApe-
6e3ri NbSHBIM...

— XoasyuM MepTBeLioM?

Paccka3 TpucraHa 6511 oueHb yoeauTe1eH, H ['epra Bepuia
eMy.

— Tak g ux HasmBal. B BepxneM Xamiake HMx ceifdac
MHoro. OfHM — cOBceM IOH1, Bpole Yppe WIH GnIBlOero
BIagenbla Gpacnera, — OH NMomiaxni yKpaleHue. — JIpyrue
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roasTcs UM B oTubl. [To JoMHAM NMPOIUTHCh OTHEM M MEYOM.
YueneBluIne Xe Kpas JMLUIWIMCh JOOAEH M IPOBMAHTA: BCE
3abpaja Ta JHuGo Apyrad paTh. Y CTpaHBI ceifyac ABa BeiOOpa.
JInbo oHa npeBpaTHUTCA OT UCTOLIEHHS B ITyCTOE MECTO, JINOO
TIOSIBSAITCSI HOBBIE BOXIH, CMEJIbie, PEIIMTENIbHBIE, KOTOphIE
OTCTPOSAT €€ 3aHOBO.

I'epre nokasanogk, yrto TpUCTaH pa3roBapMBacT He C HEH,
a oTBeYyaeT CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM MBIC/IAM. BHYTpH cebs oHa
ollylIasa MycToTy, KaK GyATo €€ JNMIIWIM 9ero-To BaXHOrO.
Pyxu €€ HHCTMHKTMBHO JIEIVTH Ha XHUBOT.

JluTs, KoTopoe OHa HOCHT, — KTo 6bu1 ero oten? Hecuac-
THBIN NapeHEK, KOTOPHIH JIMIIWICA BCETO ¥ NOTOMY €LI€ NpH
XHM3HHU CTaJ MEPTBELIOM, KOTOphIH Oe3 HameXabl CMOTpeN B
Oynyliee, HY B POl He CTaBsl BCAKHNE MOPAIbHbIE YCTAaHOBME-
HuA. OH XW1 OTHUM JHEM M CTPEMWICS 32 3TOT KOPOTKHWIA A€Hb
TO3HaTh, YTO TOJIBKO MOXHO. JleByllIKa CHOBa ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa
cTpaHHOe obnerdenue. OHa He moTepsUla peb6EHKa, peGEHKa,
KOTOpHIA, Kak obeinana I'yHHopa, 6ymer Tonpko e€. OHa
yTepsuia JIMIb XeJaHHe OTOMCTUTB, KOTOpOe IOTHaJlo e€ B
I'pummeppeiin, x Kabam.

I'epra B3nporHyna. HecMoTps Ha Iu1ail ¥ OroHb B KAMUHE,
XoJlo[ TIpoHM3al e€ JOo caMbIX KocTteil. UTo oHa Hagjenana,
ocleIUIEHHas rHeBoM M cTpaxoM! EnBa He oTnana HeBUHHOTO
YeJIoBeKa CYLIeCTBaM, O KOTOPLIX Teleph M AyMaTb HE ocMe-
nuBanack! YTo cmacio €€, 4ro TOJNKHYJIO €€ OpOoCHTbL TOT
KaMCHb, HATEPTHIA MellIo4YKoM ¢ TpaBamM ['yHHOpni? YTO
yaepXaJio e€ COBEPIUHUTb CTOJIb YKacHoe NpecTyruieHue?

M 4YTOo OHa CKAaXeT 3TOMy MyX4YHHe, KOTOpBIH ceiyac
OTBEPHYJICA OT He€ M IJIIONT Ha OINOHb, CJIOBHO HaJesCh
TpoYecTh B HEM TaMHCTBeHHbIe pyHBI? I'epTa nogHsuia 6bUto
cBf3aHHbIe PYKU. TpUCTaH NOBEpHYJICS K Hell ¢ YIbIOKOIA, C
HacTosileH ynbI6Koi, oT KOTOpoH OHa ChEXWIach TOYHO OT
yaapa.

— TMoxanyii, Hago 6vl Te6s pazBg3aTh. UnH Thl BCE ewné
Xaxaellb Moeil KpoBH? — OH B3sU1 €€ pyKM, NOTSHY/ AepXaB-

LIYIO MX BEPEBKY.
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— Her, — TvxuM rostocoM otBeTiiia I'epra. — S Bepio Te6e.
Tot, xoro g uckana, MEpPTB.

— Xaneeus, YTo CMepPTh HACTHUIVIA €70 He OT TBOel pyku?

OHa norsagena Ha CBOM pyKH, CHOBA IIPYDKAThle K XKHUBOTY.
Yro Temepn ¢ He# Oymer? OcrTarbca JNM eif IpuCTyToli B
TpaKTHpe WIH NPHUIOA3TH Ha KoeHax K KyHo? Her yx! Ona
TIOAHsJIA TOJIOBY, OOpeTasi yTpaueHHYIO ropOCTb.

— A cnpocwi, Xaneelb JIU Thl, YTO He MPHKOHYWIA camMa
Moero ObIBllIero Topapuina? -

— Her.

— Ho Te6s1 TpeBOXaT MpayHble MBICIH, S X€ BHXY...

— OHu Tebs He KacaloTcs.

HeByluka xoTena BcTaTh, HO TPUCTaH NMOJOXWI € pyKy Ha
Ieyo.

— Ectp Takoif gpesHmii obwryait. Ecimu MyxuymuHa cnac
IEBYLIKY OT CTPAlIHOM OMAacHOCTH, OH MMeET Ipapo...

CHauyaJia OHa He TIOHsUIa, [IOTOM C BbI30BOM MOIJIAaesa eMy
B IJ1a3a:

— Tak TO meByLIKM — a 5 He M3 UX YHUCJa.

OH THXOHBKO NPHUCBUCTHYJ, HO B HACTYIIUBLIEH THIUMHE
3BYK BBILLE] OYE€Hb T'POMKHUM.

— BoT oHO 4To! 3Ha4MT, A He OLIUOCS — ThI HE TPAKTUPHAs
neeka. [JoToMy THI He cMoOIJIa IepeHEeCTH TOTO, YTO OH cAeal
¢ To60it. Ho pa3se y Te6s HeT poanya, KOTOPBIN 3alIUTILI OBI
TBOIO 4YeCThb?

I'epta xpurmto paccMmesuiach.

— Boesona, y Moero poguya OLUI0 OIHO XeEJIaHHE: YTOOBI
S BBIITWIA IpEeBHHM XeHCKHUIA OTBap ¥ OTBeJ1a ObI ITO30p OT Beeil
ceMmby. Commacuch 1 Ha 3TO, OH NO3BOJIWI ObI MHE M3 MIJIOCTH
ocTaTbCSd B OOMe, a BOOOAaBOK He MEHbllle TpEX pa3 B NCHb
noxBaJysuicst 6b1 cBOed NOOpOTOIA.

— INonumalo. Ho ecnm ThI TaK HEHaBUAMIIL TOTO, KTO ObLI
OTLIOM TBOEro pebeHkKa...

— Her! — e€ pyxu norsHynuch K amyneTty I'yHHopbl. — S
6pu1a B cBaTwMie I'yHHophl. OHa obeulana UCMOTHHUTE MOE
XeJlaHWe: AWTA, KOTOpoe g Holly, O6yaeT TOJBKO MOMM H
HUYETOLIEHbKH He BO3BMET OT Hero!
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— 310 0oHa nocnana Te6s Kk XKabam?

I'epTa moxavasna rojoBoii.

— I'ynHopa oxpaHsieT Xu3Hb. [Ipo 2Kab g y3Hana u3 crapbix
cKa3oK. B ocnersieHuy npuiia 1 K HUM, ¥ OHY JaJIM MHE TO,
YTO s MOAJIOXWIa Tebe B MOoCTesNb, YTOOBI 3a4apoBaTh TeOs.
Emeé oun uaMeHwIu Moe uno. Ho... c HUM yXxe BCE B IIOpSIKE,
npaspa?

— IIpaBmna. He 3anoMHM g TBoero Iwaia, s 6ul Te6s He
y3Han. ONHAKO Ta IITyKa B Moeit mocTeny... ITogoxau 3mecs.
M oGewait MHe, €cIM s1 BEpHYCh CaM He CBOM, 94TO 3alpélllb
OBEPb U YIEPXUIIb MEHS TYT JI000H LEHOM.

— OGewmaro.

JIérko#i moxonkoii 4YejoBeKa, INMPUBBIKIIETO CTYNAaTh He-
CJIBILIHO, HOO OT 3TOTO 3aBUCHUT €10 XU3Hb, TpUCTaH MoaHsICA
To JecTHUIe HaBepX. OcTaBlINCh HaeguHe ¢ coboii, I'epra
BHOBb 3amymasiach o 6yayuieM. Kro npuiorur eé€? Mynprle
Kenwuusl u3 Jlerenaeitna? Moxer, MONpocUTh BOMHA, YTOGLI
oH nposoawi e€ Tyna? Ho yem oH 06s13aH eif, kpoMe onacHoc-
TH, O KOTOPOH M BCIIOMMHaTBh-TO He xodercs? Jla, moxanyH,
JlereHneitn — enUHCTBEHHOE, YTO eif octaérca. Bapyr Kyno
Kak-Huoynp cobepércs... Her! IIpo 310 Hano 3a0wITh!

TpucraH Bo3BpaTWICH, IepXa B PyKaX JiBe NMaJIOYKH, KaKU-
MU OOBIYHO pPa3KMTIaloT OTOHb B XXapoBHe. MexXny najoykaMu
6bU1 3aXaT KaMeHb, KoTophlii I'epra npuHecna u3 morosa 2Kaob.
Ionoiins x xamuuy, TpycTaH KMHY/ KaMelleK B IUIaMs.

BrnieuatnieHue ObUIO TaKoe, OyATO OH MOITWI Macja B OTOHb,
TUIaMsl TIOJILIXHYJIO TaK, YTO OHU 06a OTLIATHY/IHCE.

— 3ananHu Gonblie HeT, — cKa3an TpucraH. — Sl He Mor
TI03BOJINTH, YTOOBI B HEE€ YTOOWI KTO-HHUOYIb ellIE.

I'epTa HampsAraack, NOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO CJIOBA 3TH OTHOCAT-
cs M K Hell.

— HW3BuHATLCA OyaeT IMycTOH TpaToi CJIOB, OAHAKO...

— He Hazmo, rocnioxa, s Bcé nmoHuMal. Korga yenoseka
TIOTOHSIOT KHYTOM, OH BCEMH CWIaMH PBETCS Ha cBoGoay. U
TIOTOM, 1 BeAb OCTAJICH LEJ.

— Hy na, cniepBa g 3aBnexia Te6s B JIOBYLIKY, a YX IIOTOM
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6bU10 «mToTOM». [ToYeMy THI He OTHAN MeHA MM? DTO OBLIO ObI
TOJILKO CIIpaBeIHBO.

— XBatuT! — OH CTYKHYJ KYJIaKOM IO JIaBKE, PSIOM C
KOTOpOHM CTOSUI Ha KojJeHAX. — 4Yto Obuto, TO mpoluuIo.
KoHumwiocs. YTo TONKY npenaBaTbCs BOCIOMHMHAHUSAM, Tep-
3aTh U cebd u gpyroro? Wrak, rocnoxa, — 'epra HeBOJIBHO
OTMETWIA LIepEMOHHOCTh B €I0 rojijoce, — Kyla Bbl HalpaBH-
TeCh, €CJIM He B KPEINOCTh CBoero 6parta? S Tak MoHI, YTo Tyaa
BBl BO3BpalOaThCs He cobupaeTech?

Ona noBepTesia B pyKax aMyJleT.

— Be1 npaBel. PaaylnHo MeHsI BCTPETAT TONBKO B OAHOM
MmecTe — Yy Mynpex KeHiinH u3 Jlerenneivia. S nonpoury y
HHUX IpHIOTA.

«MHTepecHO, — momyMaJioch €if, — He BBI30OBETCS JIH OH
CONPOBOXAATh MEHA: S Bellb HE pelIyCh MOIPOCHTH €ro o6
sToM». OnHaKoO ciaenylouuii Bonpoc TpucTtaHa mosepr €€ B
KpaifHee U3yMJICHHE. .

— T'ocnoxa, npobupasice cioga, Bel no Crapoii Jopore
TIepeBATIN XpebeT, MPaBUILHO?

— Jla. MHe noxkasanoch, YTO TaK OoHO Ge3omacHee, 4eM IO
TpakTy. JlereHar! ropopsaT, yro Ha Crapoit Jlopore MoxHo
nosctpeyath I[IpexHuX, HO MX A Oosyach MeHbUIe, YeM
COILIEMEHHHKOB. '

— Bs1 nomxssl 6sutH MuHOBath Hopaenaeitn. Kakas tam
obcraHoBKa?

He noHuMas, 4To OH 3aayMall, OHAa TeM He MeHee NoBeaaa
TpucraHy o ToM, 4TO YBHAeaAa B HopaeHaeiie: tHinuBLIasACs
JiopZia o/IMHa, HEMHOTOYHCJICHHbIE XHUTEJIH, IIOTPyXEHHBIE B
coxajieHHs o Oputo# Xu3HH. OH XagHo ciIyHial.

— ¥ Bac 30pKmii IMla3, roCIoXa, €CJIM BbI 33 CTOJIb KOPOTKOE
BpeMs yclieJId YBHAETh TaK MHoro. Ilociayluaiite MeHs, MHe
KaxeTcd, BaM Toxe Oyaer mHTepecHo. [lo-MoeMy, Hopaen-
JACWIy HYXEH JIOpX, TAKOH, KOTOPLIA paclIeBEeIMT JIoaed U
OTCTPOMT paspylieHHOe BOMHOH M BpeMeHeM. Sl mpHIinén Ha
ceBep, YToObl MOABICKATh cebe KpenocTtiy. S He Yppe, KoTo-
Pbli poXIO€H 6bUT B OJIarOpOgAHOM CeMEICTBe, a TeNneph MbET U
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pacIyTHHYAeT, HE B CIWIAX OMNPAaBUTBCHA OT IMbIX 1OYTOYEK
¢$opTyHBL

Kewm 6111 Moii oren1? — TpucTaH noxan mwiedaMu. — Marb
HHUKOIYIa MHE O TOM He roBopmwia. UTo He M3 NpOCThIX, 3TO
TOYHO; TEM He MeHee B Ioibl Ilepell BTOPXCHHEM MaTepH
NpUIIUIOCh HAaHATBCS Ha paboTy B KynedecKuil OOM, YTOORI
ONEeTh U IPOKOPMHTb Hac. Eln€ MambIMIIKO# A 3HaJ, 4TO
BO3BBICHTBLCS CMOTI'Y TOJILKO GJ1arogapsi eMy, — OH OXJIONa 1o
PYKOSITM Meda. — B KylledyecKkylo TWIbAuIo Ge3BecTHOMY
NapeHbKY IyTh 3aKa3aH, a BOT JJId JIyKa C MEYOM Bceraa
Hain€rcs aeno. Tak 9T0 9 Hayal YIUTBCS BIafETh OPYXHEM.
IloroM B JoMMHBI BTOPIVIMCH Bparu; A CIYXWI TO OSHOMY
Jiopay, TO APYTOMY M B KOHILIE KOHLIOB HOCTYXWICH O BOEBO-
Ibl. 1 mocTosTHHO MeHsI IIpecieJoBaIa MBICITb, YTO B HEIHELIIHEE
CyMaTOlIHOE BpeMs, KoIrga IOrmbaloT ApeBHHME ceMelcTBa,
riepeo MHOM OTKPBIBAIOTCSA BCE€ BO3MOXHOCTH.

B cTpaHe ceifyac CKOJILKO YTOAHO OCTaBLIMXCS 6e3 npeaBo-
JWTeNs MOAEH; roAnl BOMHEI pa3bepewIN UM Iylly, H OHM HE
B COCTOSIHMM, KaK paHbllle, COHHO TAallIUThCA 3a IUTYTOM.
HexoToprle U3 HHX yXe CTaId NpecTynmHUKaMH. Tax BoT, c
NOJTYAIOXHHO YeCTHBIX, HO HEITPUKAAHHBIX JIIOAEH 32 CITHHOM
s CMOIy 3aXBaTUTh JMINEHHYIO TIpaBUTENd INOJMUHY Bpoae
Hopaenaeitna. TaMOLIHHUM XHTENISIM HyXeH Jiopl. A He Hapy-
1ly HU €AMHOIO 3aKOHa M CTaHY OXpPaHATh IOceJIeHHE OT
TIPECTYIIHUKOB — MX Terephb pa3Beaércsa MHoro. Yepes I'pum-
MepAeiI NPOXOOUT MHOXECTBO BETEPaHOB, M Cpelu HUX
Tonanalorcs JIOAU, KOTOphie roasarcs 11t Moux ueneil. I1pu-
Y€M IONANaloTCs AJOBOJILHO 4YacTo.

OH caenan nay3y; I'epra yBuena no BbipaXeHHIO €0 JINIIA,
YTO TAKOBO Ha caMOM Jiejie XeJlaHue Bceli ero xu3Hu. Iloc-
KOJIBKY OH MOJT4aJl, A€BYIIKA PHCKHY/a CIIPOCHTb:

— MHe NOHSATHO, YTO PEeLINTEILHbIH Y€I0BEK MOXET 3TOTO
noburscsa. Ho npuuem xe TyT 4?

OH npucTanbHo noriaen Ha He€. OHa He coBceM pa3obpa-
J1a, 9TO TAaWIOCh B €10 B3IJIAAE. -

— ITo-MoeMy, rocnoxa, y Hac MHoro obujero. Tak MHoro,
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YTO HaM Jydile HATH MO oaHoil aopore. Her, 1 He mpoimy
OTBeTa MNpAMO ceifyac. 3aBTpa, — OH BCTAI M NOTSHYJCH, —
HET, CETOHA, Sl IEPEroBOPIO C TEMH, KTO MHe nokaszajcs. Ecim
OHM COIJIaCATCSI NPHHECTH MHE KISTBY BacCajoB, TO MbI
otnpaBuMcs B JlereHneiul, rae Thl Ha BpeMs ocTaHeulbcs. TyT
61m3Ko...

— JIBa AHA IMyTH Ha JoLIany, — OTBETWIA OHA C oberde-
HHEeM, — OTCIoAa Ha 3amnaj.

— Hertoxo. OcTaBuB Te6s TaM, s nockady B Hopaenneiin.
XBaTUT eMy MpoOXJIaXnaThcs Oe3 xo3siMHa! A depes, HY, CKa-
XeM, TPHXXIABI IO ABaALIaThb OHEH sI BEpHYCh 3a ToOOif B
Jlerenneiin. Toraa Thl MHEe M OTBETHUIIDL HACYET JOPOTH.

— Tho1 3a6bU1, — pyKH €€ JIeIVIM Ha XUBOT. — Sl He OeBHULIa,
He BIOBa, H HOLY...

— Pa3Be I'yHHOpa Huyero Te6e He obelnana? ursa Oymet
TOJILKO TBOMM. M [a MycTh cYacTbe CONyTCTBYET BaM OOOHM.

Oxa B3IVIHYJIA €MY B JIMLIO, XeJjasd y3HaTh, HCKPEHHE JTH OH
roBopur 310. TO, YTO OHa yBHIejna... ¥ Heé NepexBaTWIO
OBIXaHHe, OHa NMpHXaja PYKH K IpyaH, COaBHWIAa B JIANOHAX
amyJer.

— IIpuesxaii B JIereuaeiin, — ckasana I'epra Tuxo. — Tebs
TaM pafylIHO BCTPETSAT M OTBETOM HE Orop4ar.

ITIOAMEHBIIII

JleTeHpeiin He KpenocTb, OKPYXEHHAs CTEHAMH, a CKOpee
TIPOCTO XIUTHLIIE XeHLIWH, KOTOpbIE JAlOT YoeXMHiIe BceM, KTO
€ro HIIET, HO B CAaMOM HadaJle BECHEI BHIIVISIANT OH JOBOJBHO
MpayHo. CHEr pBaHBEIMM MOJIOCAMH MOKPHIBAET 3€MJIIO, H BO
IBOpe KaMHH 6/1ecTST OT chIpocTH. B okKHax, o6pall€HHEIX Ha
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3amafi, BOET M CTOHET BeTep, AEPrasd 3a paMbl NaTbUAMH,
CJIMIOKOM CcJ1abBIMH, 9TOOBI OTOPBATh HX M NPOOpaTHCA BHYTPb.

I'epra nprxuMasach I60M K OXHOH M3 3THX TOJICTBIX paM.
OHa npHcioHWIach K IIMPOKOMY HOIOKOHHHKY, CJIOBHO 3TO
obneryaso 6osb, pa3phIBaBIIYIO €€ XUBOT. 2KH3Hb, KOTOPYIO
OHa Hocwia B cebe, 6yaTo mpeBpaTwiach B BOMHA, U TOT
Pa3phIBaJ €€ TeJIO B HETEPTIEHUH BCTYITMTh B OUTBY C MHDOM.

E€ Tenepp He ocTaBIsIM OofHY. BpeMs oT BpeMeHM K Hell
TNIOAXOOUT XEeHIIMHA U NoafepXuBaeT e€. ['epre oHa Ka3anach
6e3nmuueil Kykiol, cylllecTBOM M3 CHa WIM cKopee TEMHOIO
HOYHOIO KollIMapa, KOTOPOMY HeT KOHLa. B pyke meByinka
KpelnKo, TaK YTO CIVIaXeHHble BpeMeHeM Kpas BIIMBATUCH B
TeJio, CXXMMaJla CBOM eIMHCTBEHHBI TaJIMcMaH, aMynet ['yH-
Hopsl. ['epTa He Monunace. Pa3se mocTurHer Momursa JIpeBHeit
Benukoii, ecm oHa HanparieHa U3 ab6aTcTBa, NOCBALIEHHOTO
COBCeM Apyroi cuie?

CrucHyB 3y6H1, ['epra onna’mynacr, OT OKHa, clenana 1mar,
JApyroii, Ho 601 CHOBA 3aCTaBWIA €€ NolIaTHYThesA. He noMusa
KaK, OHa OKa3ajlaCh B IOCTEJIM, TEJO €€ M3rudajoch AYTOM.
Bosock!l oT nora nNpWIKIUIM Ko a0y.

— I'yHHOpa! — BBLIKPUKHYJIA JIM OHA WIH 3TO MMS NPO3BY-
YaJio TOJILKO B €€ co3HaHMH? Yaap 6olM, CIOBHO KOIIBE,
IpoH3amoulee TeNo, aépraioumas 6omab. [ToToM...

Mup, xoHell BcsKoit 60, OHa norpy3wiacs B 6ecriaMsT-
CTBO.

M B okyTaBlleil eé TbMe ycablllaZa XpHIUTbIN cMeX, 37106-
HBIM cMeX, yrpoxalowuii. 1 yBunesna Bo ToMe...

Kpyr KaMHeii, K KOTOPBEIM IIPHXHMAIOTCA... HET, He MPHXH-
MaloTCsl, 3TO TOJILKO KaXeTcs U3-3a pa3AyBLOIHXCS, pa3byxiurux
Tesl. OHU CUAST, NIOBEPHYB YyAOBHLIHbIE TOJIOBbI, H CMOTPAT
Ha He€ BBITYKIBIMH IIa3aMH CO 3JI00HOM palocThio H TOpXec-
TBOM.

I'epra Bcnomumia. Yl 3akpuyana, He B3Mosiach I pe BHUM,
a 3aKpyyaia OT CTpaxa, KOTOpLIif OHAa CYHTala YylIeALIHM,
TIOXOPOHEHHBIM B IPOLIIOM.

Ona xoTena 6exarb, 3aKpHIThes pykamMH. Ho 3Hana, yro
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JlaXe ecJIM 3aKpoeT I71a3a, TO He crnac€rcd. XKab6nl ['pumMep-
neiia! OHa 6e3paccynHo obpaTiviack K HUM, oOMaHyna ux, U
Tenepb OHU 3AECh!

— Munenu...

CoBa npo3By4YaiM c¢1abo, u3naneka, OHH He UMeIH HHUKa-
KOTO OTHOIIEHHMA K 3ToMy yXacy. Ho moxoxe, B HUX GbLIO
KaKoe-TO 3aKIHHAHHMe OT 3THX XaObMX CcyllecTB, IOTOMY YTO
Te ucuesnd. I'epra, HcTOMEHHAdA, IpoXalnas, OTKpbL1a I71as3a.

Ilepen Heii B cBeTe OBYX Jamn cTosuia MHre1a, XeHIOMHa,
3HaolIasA TpaBbl, yMelolias JeYuTb. 3HaYUT, I€Hb, HA KOTO-
pblit 'epra cMoTpena cKBO3b TOJICThlE HCKAXAIOLIME CTEKNA,
KoHYwicA. Hrena mpo4yHo nepxaja Xyaylo PYKY IEBYLIKH.
I'na3za e€ cMOTpeTH BHUMATEIbHO M HAIIDSDKEHHO, TEMHBIE H
YHUCTHIE MOA CKIalKaMU TI'oJIOBHOTO ybopa.

I'epta cobpanachk ¢ cwiaMu. PoT y He€ nepecox, cJIOBHO OHa
eya mnemnen.

— Pe6éRok? — paxe B COOCTBEHHBIX YlLIax rojioc €€
npo3Byyan ci1abo ¥ XpHILIO.

— V 161 nous, nenu.

Hogas! Ha MrHoBenMe I'epra HCMbITala palocTh, cepale
3abmwrocy game. OHa XOTena MOAHSTh PYKH, XOTS OHH H
KA3aJIMCh 3aKOBAHHBIMH B CBHHell. BhITIo-THILTOCH 0Ge1naHue
I'vHHOpHl — pe6EHOK, KoTophli He 6yleT MMeTb HHYEro
oblero ¢ pa3GoifHUKOM, CTaBUIMM ero oTuoM. Pe6éHok I'ep-
Tbl, TONBKO €€ ONHOH!

— Jlait e€ MHe, — roJjioc no-npexHeMy 3By4a cjiabo, HO
XW3Hb H BoJisi OBICTPO BO3BpawaTHCh. — Jlait MHe MOIO 10Yb!

XKeHlHa He OABMHYJAach ¢ MecTa. M B pykax eé He ObUIO
TETUTOTO CBEPTKA. [leByllIKe NOKa3anoCh, 9TO B3IISLI XeHLIWHBI
CTaJ1 CTpOXe, B HEM MEJILKHY/IO YYBCTBO, KOTOPOTO O€BYLIKA
He CMOIJIa pa3rajiars.

OHa nomeITaNach NPUIIOAHATLCA B MTOCTEH.

— Pe6€HoK yMep? — OHa cuMTaN1a, YTO 3a1aj1a 3TOT BONpPOC,
He BBIIAB OTYASTHUSI, KOTOPOE PBaHYJO €€ TaK X€ CHWIbHO, KaK
6oJIb mepen 3TUM.

— Her, — Tomsko Teneps MHrena nowepemmnacs. Iepra
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03alaueHHO CMOTpEa, KaK XeHIINHA HaKIIOHWIACh H NOAHS-
Jla ¢ TIOCTeJH CBEPTOK, KOTOPHI H3Oa7n HEOXHAAHHBIH
TIPOH3WTEBLHEINH KPHK IPOTECTa NPOTHB 3aKTIOYCHHA B ole-
sne.

He ymep — Toraa uro xe? Yro-To 3710BelIEe NPOCKOMBL3HY-
Jio B TOM, KaK BCTPeTIWIa XEHIINHa e€ Bompoc. [epra 6bL1a B
3ToM yBepeHa. OHa MpOTAHY/A PYKM, 3acTaB1sd MX HE Jpo-
XaTh, TOTOBasi BCTPETHUTD Jioboe 3J10.

Pe6&HOK BoBce He 6bUT.MEPTB. OH SPOCTHO CpaXancs C
nenéHkaMmu. ['epra cxBaTiwia CBEPTOK H pelLIMNTE/IbHO OTKHHYIA
TIPOCTHIHIO, YTOOHI B3MIAHYTh Ha TO, 4TO obelnana ei [yHHopa,
Ha peb6E€HKa, KOTOpHBIi 6yneT MpHHaLIeXaTh TOJIbKO €H.

Ho enpa oHa yBHIena MaJIeHbKOE CMOPLIEHHOE NTOKPAacHEB-
llee Te/I0 HOBOPOXICHHOM, KaK Bc€ noHsana! Jimimb Ha
MrHoBeHue I'epra ouryrwna orBpalmeHHe, Kak 6yaTo xoTena
M3pBITHYTH 3JI0, CIaBlllee B Hel ¢ MOMEHTA 3a4aTHS HOBOIi
XHN3HHU.

Ilepen Hel nexayo nOKA3aTEIbCTBO €€ Ipexa, e€ CBS3M C
CWIaMH 371a, IpeBHEro ¥ MOTYYEro 3J1a, H 3Ta Kapa naja He Ha
He€, a Ha peb6€nka. OHa BHIeNa ypowtHBoe Joiuo. [leBouka
cMoTpena Ha I'epTy, e€ XpHUIUIhle KDHKM NpeKPaTWIHCh. Barmsn
BBHINTYKIIBIX I71a3 BOH3ICS B He€, KaK OyATo MaJleHbKOe cyliec-
TBO 3HAJIO, Ubsl cyanba Tak ero McKaledwia. Koxa miuaneHua
1HeJTyLIIach KOpHYHeBaTHIMH YelmyiKaMH. 2Ka6ml, 1a, 3T0 UX
3HaK.

I'epra sipocTHO nmpuxana X cebe NeBOYKY, BbI3bIBalOLIE
B3TJISHYB Ha XCHIIUHY.

HMHrena coenana pykod pHTyalIbHbI XeCT, NpeJoTBpalla-
IOLIMIA 3710, IyObl €€ 1IeITTaIH CJI0BA MOJIMTBBI, HO TaK THXO, 9TO
I'epra ux He capnuana. KeH1nHa, NOOXBAaTHB PYKOi MOJMT-
BeHHBIE KOJIblIa HA Mosice, repebrpaa HX OOQHO 3a IPYTHMM.

— INoaMeHbIn! — M3-3a rOCIIOXM NMOKA3a/1ach CIYXaHKa, O
NpUCYTCTBUM KoTopoii ['epra M He nono3pepana.

310 ¢N0BO cpa3y HacTopoxwio [epry.

— 3710 MOsI 109b, — MEAJIEHHO M OTYET/IMBO 3asBH.J1a OHA,
Geps Ha cebA B 3TOT MOMEHT BCE, ITO H3YPONOBAIO peGEHKA,
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BCIO TSKECTh IpeXa, KOTOPHIi B CBOEM Ge3yMHH NpPHBEN €€ K
TakKo# cyabbe. — B10 Mos 1o9b DnbdaHop, A NpPOBO3MIallAI0
€€ CBOMM pe6GEHKOM, pOXIEHHBEIM MOUM TEJIOM, OHA IIpHHAaJ -
JIEXHUT MOEMY KJIaHYy.

OnbdaHop? 'epTa ynuBwiach 3ToMy HMeHH. OTKyaa OHO K
Heil npuuwio? OHa paHblIEé HUKOTAA €ro He Clbllajia. A YTo
KacaeTcsl ApPYTHX CJIOB NpH3HAHMA PeOEHKA, TO OHH TEpsUIH
Tenepb BCAKMM CMbIcia. KiaHa y He€ HeT, ceMbM HET, H
HUKaKOH JIopA He NOJHUMET peO6EHKA B LICHTPE CBOETO 3aj1a Ha
BceoOlee 0603peHHe.

OHa coBeplIEHHO OJMHOKA, TeM 6oJee M3-3a NPOKIATHS,
HaJIOXEHHOTIO Ha pe6€HKa. Ciylass 3BOH MOJIMTBEHHEBIX KO-
Jel, XoTopble nepebupana MHrena, I'epra noHsna, yro Ao4yb
e€ yXe ocyXIeHa, H OHa BMecTe C Hel.

YnpsaMas ropAocTh, TO3BOJIMBLIAA €if OTpa3uTh Bce Tpebo-
BaHMA ceMbH, KOTOpPYI0O OHa OoJiblle HEe Ha30BET CBOEH,
3acTaBUBUIAsl 3aMBICIMTh MECTb, KOTOpas TaK 3JI0 Telepb
OoTpa3uWlach Ha Heil caMoii, 3Ta ropaOCTb — IO-IIPEXHEMY €€
LIMT H OpyXue.

— 3710 Mos 109b, — TBEPAO MOBTOPWIA OHA, IS NIPAMO
B INIa3a XeHIOVHE, T'OTOBas OTPa3Th Ji0b6oe Bo3paXeHHe.

— ITomMeHsIID... — OIATH 3TO YXACHOE, NTPOKIIATOE CJIOBO.

HHrena 6bICTpO OTBepHYy/Mach, RIACTHO B3IIAHY/A Ha CITy-
XaHKYy M OTIana paa IpHKa3oB. Ta oTolwia, TOPOIUIMBO
NpUHsUIach yOHpaThb TIpsA3HbIe NPOCTbIHM, HATWIA BOALI B
Beapo. M BriGexana n3 KoMHaTH. IHreja CHOBa 3aHs1a MECTO
Yy TOCTEJIN M CIIOKOHHO BCTPETWIA BhIZHIBAIOUIMIA B3IV
I'epTeI.

— Pe6EHOK... — Havyajla OHa MEeJJICHHO.

I'epra 4yyTh NpunoaHsia nonbopoaok. Hukoroa, Hukomy,
HH OHO# XHBOI Ayllle He BBIKAXET OHA CBOIO Nedaib ¥ 60JIb.

— ...NPOKJIAT. DTO THI X04elnb ckKa3aTh? Eciau u Tak, 1o
NPOKJISITHE Ha MHE, H MHE OTBEYaTh.

HHrena He nposiBWIa HUKAKOH OOMAEI NpH 3THX CJIOBax,
KOTOpbIEe B TAKOM MeCTe MOIJIM Obl MMOCYHTATLCA GOroXynbCT-
BoM. IlocnegoBares IlnaMeHH ydaT, YTO IpeX CTaBHT CBOIf
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3HaK Ha rpeiwrHuke. Cnosa I'epTbl MOXHO OBUIO CYMTATh
TIpU3HaHHEM.

— 3110 yKpeIUifeTcd, KOTa ero ceMeHa Mo/JIMBaloT U XOJIAT,
— BCE Takke MemleHHo mnporosopwia HMurena. Ho B eé
B3INIAAe, yCcTpeMIEHHOM Ha I'epTy, He GbUIO OCyXIeHHS.

— Tsl 3HaelUIs MOIO UCTOPHIO, — XPHIUIO ckasana [epra.
OnbdaHOp Yy He€ Ha pyKax JieXajla CIOKOHHO, NpPHUKPHIB
6obLIKe BHITYKIIble I71a3a, KaK 6yaTo BCE cibllana ¥ NOHU-
Mana. — Jla, A nbITaNach HaB/ieyb 3710 Ha CBOETO Bpara, Toro,
KTO OCKBEpPHWI MeHS. Sl OTKPBITO U JOOPOBOIBLHO 0OpaTmiach
K JIpeBHHM 32 MOMOLILIO B 3TOM 3JI€, U HAITOJIHU1a MEHs TOraa
TOJNbKO HeHaBHcTh. Ho 37n0e nesanue He cpepiuuwiochk. S
6opornach 3a Toro, Koro ornpaswia K XKa6aMm. 1 oH ocrancs
XMB.

' — Ho Bens 310 GbUT He TOT YesioBeK. Tak Thl cKazajna, —
HanoMHwia eii MHrena.

— 3T0 g y3Hala TOJBKO NOTOM. YXe Iocjie TOro, Kak
6oponacy 3a Hero. U BOT 3TO0... — OHa mpmxana K cebe
MaJieHbKoe Teslo. — He 3Halo, Kakas ApeBHSAs HayKa, KOJIIOB-
CTBO WIM CWIa MPOHHUKIM B MOE TeJI0 U 3aMEHWIH XW3Hb,
KOTODPY1O 51 BbIHAlIMBaJIa, Ha 3TO. DbdaHOp — MOs, X Ha MHE
BCS TSDKECTb HOLUM, — MOXET, HE CTOWIO 3TOro roBOPHUTH B
TAKOM MeCTe, HO eif XOTeJIOCh COXPaHMTb XOTb ¢/1abylo HagexX-
ny. — K, MoxeT OBITh, €CIM OJHA CWIa NpPHHECIA 3J10, TO
JOpyTast €O MCIpPaBHT.

CHoBa HMHrena nouleBenwna KoJabLaMHU.

— Tbl roBopH1IbL HENPaBWIBHO. 34€Ch MBI CIeAyeM HCTHH-
HoMy yueHHIO. Thl yXe BHIeNa, YTO OBIBAET C TEMH, KTO
obpalaeTcst K TOMy, BO YTO Mbl HE BEDHM.

— IlpaBna, — TI'epra coepxana ApoXb OT BHYTPEHHEro
XoJIo4a, KOTOpblil OXBaTHJI €€ He B OTBET Ha 3TOT Brirosop. U
B TO Xe BpeMsA noaymaia: «MoH MBICIM HE CMOTYT OIpaiuTh
Hac cTeHoil. EcTb cWiibl M CHIBI».

OHna BbicBoOO WA PYKY, HallUla Ha rpyau aMynieT ['yHHopbI.
CHoBa BcnoMHWIA, KaK NoObiBasia B €€ CBATHJIHMLIE, Hecsl B
cebe pebEHka, vita noMowin. Kak Bo cHe, a MOXET, U He BO

8 Komassn Bpata 225



CHe, ObUTa IIPUBETIMBO BCTPEYEHA, KaK NMoobellaiy yaoBieT-
BOpHUTL €€ npocboy. [ToToMy yto I'epra Bepuna: B DnbdaHop
IEHCTBUTEIBHO HET HUYEIO OT OTLia, AEBOYKA LIEJIMKOM IpH-
HaIJIEXUT el.

Ipoxomwiun auu, Ho I'epra He roBopwia o TOM, YTO
cobupaeTcs aenaTh. OHa XOpOLIO 3HaJa, YTo €€ pebEHOK cTal
NnpeIMEeTOM MHOTHX CJIYXOB H YTO €€ MO3ApaBIsUIH ¢ bsarono-
JIYYHBIMH POIaMH TOJILKO MO O6hI4alo.

HeoxwnaHHo ¢ ora noayay TEIUIWE BeTphl. PactrasBiuuii
CHeT BIIMTAJICA B 3eMJ110, ¥ OHa npocoxia. HauuHanack paHHAA
BecHa. boswuryio yacth BpeMeHU ['epra mpoBogwina B cBoei
KOMHaTe, rojiopa eé Obula 3aHsTa 00Jibllle, Y4eM PYKH, XOTS OHa
HAHYWIa 0o4b U 3aboTwiach O Hed OJHA, OTKa3bIBasiCh OT
MOMOLUU TeX, KTO, KAK OHa 3Hajla, CYUTaJl peOEHKA NMPOKIIA-
TbIM.

Yepes yeThipe Hele/H, IPHHSB pellleHHe, OHa NMonpocuia
CBHIAHHS ¢ abbaTHCCO.

Jepxa Ha pykax peGEHKa, OHa NpoBejia LEPEMOHMIO NPH-
BETCTBHS BO BHYTPEHHEH TOCTHHOI, O€1/10 BCIOMMHAas1, KAKUM
HETMOXOXMM Ka3ajioch BCE, KOIZa OHa BIEPBhie MOSBWIACH
3nech. Toraa oHa 6bU1a CIOKOHHA M JOBOJIbHA — TeNepb OHA
3HAET, KAKUM JIOXHLIM 0Ka3aJIOCh 3TO CIIOKOMCTBHE U HOBO-
JNbeTBO. OHAa Ha MTHOBE HUE YXBaTHIACh 3a 3TO BOCTIOMUHaHHe,
HO MnoToM oTbpocuna ero. I'epra He 1ypa, oHa NOHUMAaeT, YTO
MPUXOAMUTCS TUIATHTb 3a CBOIO IIYTIOCTh, @ MOXET, NPHAETCS
IUIATUTD BCIO XM3Hb.

— IoBopsrT, neau I'epta, T Xo4elnb yexaTh U3 JleTeHAeia,
— ab6aTHcca — HEBbICOKASA XEHIUMHA — HETIOABHXHO CHACTA
Ha cTyJie U3 MIOTEMHEBLIETo OT BPEMEHH AepeBa, C BHICOKOI
CIIHHKOM, CTYN Bech ObU1 OKPHIT pe3HLIMM cMMBoJaMu [1na-
MeHH. [Topo3penns octaBwin I'epry. Moxer, oHa He ymeeT
CYOUTb O MOTHMBAaX M MbICJISIX APYTHX JIIOAEH, HO 3XECh OHa He
YYBCTBYET HM 3/100bl, HU OOBHHEHMS, TOJBKO HMCKPCHHIO
03a004Y€HHOCTb.

— A nonxHa, — OTBETHJIa OHA, CaAfACh HA Kpail cTyna, Ha
KOTOPbIil yKa3ana e abbatucca, U npuXxumas K ccoc Invga-
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Hop. JleBoUKa HHKOTIA He IUTaKana, koraa 'epra aepxana e€.
OnHa nexana HENONABIKHO, HE OTPHIBasA B3INISIfa OT JIMLA
matepH. I'epra crapanach He OTBICKMBATh B 3THX CIIMIIKOM
OoNBIIMX IJ1a3aX OTPaXeHUS TeX OOJIOTHBIX OTHEM, KOTOpbIE
OHa BHeNa B APYTHX IVIa3aX, CTOJIb IIOXOXMX Ha 3TH. — Balue
npenono6ue, 1A MeHs,... ¥ AN Moero pe6€HKa HeT MecTa 3a
3TMMH CTEHaMH.

~ — Tebe Tak cKazanu? — cpa3y Xe pe3Ko Crpocuia a66aTuc-
ca. *

— Takoe He HYXHO roBopuTh. HeT, HUKTO He cKa3al MHe
Heno6psix cnos. Ho ato npasna. M3-3a MeHs TgHb 371a ynana
Ha 3TO MECTO, KOTOpOE JOJDKHO OCTaBaThCH CBSITHIM M MHUp-
HBIM.

— MB#1 nooKHBI CcTpeMHUTBCS K MHpPY. CBSITOCTH HE HaM
NpoBo3MiallaTh, — OTBeTIWIa abbatcca. — Ho Kyna xe Tol
noeaeurs? Jlopn Hopneuneiina...

Iepra cnenana GLICTPLIN XecT.

— Bawue npenogo6ue, oH 6bU1 1O0Op KO MHE, XOTSI UMEN
MOJIHOE MpaBo Jiepepe3aTth MHe ropno. fl HaBnekna Ha Hero
TaKyl0 ONTaCHOCTb, KaKYI0 peKO NPUXOAUTCS BCTpeyaTh Yeso-
BeKy. ThI Bel1b 3Hae1lIb MOIO UCTOPMIO, KAK sl MPOCHIAa TOMOLIU
B MECTH Y CYUIECTB, 4Ybsl IpHpoJa — caMa ThbMa, a TIOTOM
3aBJjieKia Jiopja B UX CETb.

— Ho 1B Beap M cpaxanach 3a Hero, — MeAJIEHHO
nporopopuia abbatrcca. — Pa3Be ThI He BepHiia, cpaxasich 3a
HEro, YTo OH Oono3opun Tebs?

— Jla. Ho xakoe 310 HMeeT 3HaueHHe? Eciu 6b1 1 06paTiia
NPOTHUB HEro CBOM KMHXaj, s 6bUia ObI B CBOEM NpaBe, —
NpeXHUH CTHIA M HEHABHCTh BEpPHY/IMCh K HEH TNPH 3TOM
BOCIIOMHHaHUHM. — Ho HHM oAuH YenoBek, KaKOB ObI HM ObLI
€ro rpex, He JonXeH ObITh OTAAH ApeBHEMY 311y.

— Ho oH He ctan BuHUTL Te6s. HanpoTus, oxasan tebe
YeCThb 32 TO, YTO Thl CpaXanach MPOTUB CThlAa. DTOT TpHcTaH
TOBOpWI cO MHOH¥ mnepel OTbLE3NOM, U pa3Be C TeX Mop He
NpHe3XKaJy Clo[la ABAXALI €ro NochbUIbHbIE, NOATBEpXaas, YTO
OH COBEpLUMJ 3ayMaHHOe, MPHUHS NOA CBOIO KOMaHAy AU
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IIWBLOUXCA TpeaBoauTensd xwureneit Hopmenneitna, nmpuuéc
MHp M HaJeXAy APYTHMM, YTO OH XO4YET, YTOObI ThI CTAJIa €ro
nenv, U OygeT oka3biBaThb TeOe Bce mouyecTH. OH CHIBLHBIM
YyeJIoBeK, XECTKUI B CBOMX NPaBWIaX, HO TaK Xe XOpoll, KaK
CTaJib, KOTOPOIi OH BiageeT. Kak xe oH? Tol noenels K HeMy?

— K HeMy B nocinenHioo odepennb, Balle npenogobue. OH
TOJILKO 4TO cTas JJopAoM. OH CWIbHBIH U CMEJIbIH YeJIOBEK, HO
€CJIM BO3BMET XEHY C <«IMOAMEHBILIEM», ¥ HEro Ha4YHyTCH
HETIpUSITHOCTH, KaK BoJla TIOJHUMaeTCs Y NepPeropoauBLIETO
pydeit kamHsa. U co BpeMeHeM Bc€ paBHO 3aTonut ero. Her, g
He noeny B Hopaenpeiin. M noxopxo npouny Bame I[Ipenono-
6ue He ciath BecTHHKOB Jlopay Tpucrtany. Y eciu oH wiu ero
NOCBUILHBIA TMOABSTCS 3[€Ch, CKAXMTE, YTO A BepHY/Jach K
cBoeil ceMbe.

— Tol cama ropopuia, 4To y Te6s HET CEMBH, — pe3KO
Bo3pasmwia abbatucca. — Jloxs, maxe pagu mobpa, 3aech
HeOoIyCTHMA.

— Jlenn a66aTHcca, 1 MO CBOEif BOJIE NMPOTHBONOCTABWIA
cebs1 octabHBIM JioasM. U moiiny Tyaa, raoe, BepoATHO, MOé
MecTo.

— B IlycreiHo? Ho 3T0 03HavaeT cMepThb. JJo6poBonasHO
HMCKaTb CMEPTH — TOXE Tpex.

FepTta mokayana rojoBoM.

— Her, eciu 651 51 X0T€NIa MATH TOH AOPOTOH, TO ylU1a GBI
MHOTO MecsleB Ha3al. SI uay He ymMuparth, a uckaTh oTBeT. U
€CJIM TIOMCKU TIpUBEOYT MEHs B CTpaHHble MecTa, 4YTO X,
npuaETCA UATH Tyaa.

— Ilyru IlpexHux HHUKOrma He ObUIM HallMMH. B 3tom
TIOKCKE ThI NOABEpracliib ONacHOCTHU OoJbliiee, YeM CBOE TeJIo.

— Jlenu, 1 noasepria ceGsA OMacHOCTH MHOIO MecslEB
Ha3zaa. Tl cuMTaells, — JIMLO JEBYIUKH BCIBIXHYMTO, I/la3a
3aropeJiich, KaK y 60eBOro coxKosjia, roTOBOIoO YCTPEMHTHCS Ha
IOOBIYY, — Thl CYHTAElllb, YTO Sl HE AOJDKHA CPaXaThCs 3a 3TOIO0
pe6€nka? EcTs MecTa, B KOTOPBIX 3710 TTOSIBWIOCH paHbllie, YeM
3[eCh NoceIWICs YeJIoBeK, HO eCTh MecTa MHpa U 1o6pa. Pa3zse
He NpaBjaa, YTO HeGonbllask MOpLMsS ONAaCHON TPaBbl MOXET

228



MCUEJIUTD TeJo, NobeAuTh 60JIe3Hb, BBI3BAHHYIO TOHM Xe Tpa-
Boi1? EciiM Ha moMcKM yiia€T BcA MOsI XH3Hb, s BCE paBHO Oyny
HCKATb.

Ab6Gatucca fonro He orBeyana. OHa usyyana jauuo Ieprhl,
Kak 6ynTo CWIOi BOJIM MOIVIa MPOHUKHYTb B €€ MBICIIH.

— BrIGOp TBO#, — MemJIeHHO cKa3aja oHa. — Mkl He
TI0JIb3yeMcCsl CTPAaHHBIMU CJIaMM, Ho MHorga [lnaMa naér Ham
npeaBuaeHHe, Kak Y Mynpoit ZKeHIIMHBI, I1Ieid B CBOIO
yalury npeackasaHuii. He 3Halo, nmoueMy, HO Beplo, YTO €ClH
MOXHO NOMOYb B TBOEM XeJJaHUM CHSATh NMPOKIATHE, TaKas
HoMolllb Tebe OyaeT okaszaHa.

— A ecnu nipuenet Jlopn Tpucran? — Ilepra nepesena
OoixaHue. OHa HHMKAK HE PacCUMThIBAIA YCHBILIATh TaKoe
TIPU3HAHHME OT XEHIIMUHbI, TOIMIOLIEHHON PUTyaJlaMH, KOTO-
phie OTBEPraloT HHbIE U IPEBHHUE CHWILI.

— Emy 6yner cka3zana npasna. Yto Thl poauna pe6EHka, 3a

Oynylee KOTOpOTro HYXXHO 60pOThCS, W YTO Thl OTIIPABWIACH
6opoTbces, a Kyaa, Mbl He 3HaeM. He 3Halo, TpUMET I OH HalIx
cnosa. Pewats emy. He Mory 61arocyioBUTh TBOM TNOMCK, HO
KaK BepYLIHii B OHO XeslaeT JoOpa BepylouleMy B ApYyToe, TaK
M 5 xenalo Tebe no6pa, nenu 'epra. Tvl xpaGpa, TBOs BOJSI KaK
Jie3BHe Meva, NMo6GbIBaBlIero BO MHOIMX 6UTBax MMpa, HO BCE
ell€ NPOoYHOIo U OCTPOro.
" ¥ 1e6s ecTb Io11anb, KOTOPYIO ocTaBWI Tebe Jlopn Tpucran;
COBETYIO TeOe NIPUHATD €€, XOTA TBOSA rOpJOCTh MOXET NOTpe-
6oBaTb oTKa3a. MBI 1anuM Tebe e1l€ BbIOYHOTO TOHU, UX Y Hac
MHOTO, MX PHUBOAAT OeXeHUbl. MHOIHMe U3 HUX HE BbDKUBAIOT
M HE OCTaRJISIOT POACTBEHHHUKOB, KOTOpbIE YHACIE10BalH Obl
ux no6po. JManuM Te6e mpunadoB M JOPOXHYIO OEXAY.
Moxewp BIGPaTh, YTO XOUELIb, B HALUUX KIaJOBBIX.

A noxenana Te6e nobpa, — abbaTcca noMomyana. — Ho
He Mory 106aBHTh Yap 651arocioBeHHs: TaM, Kyaa Tl HAELID,
OHM MOTYT OKa3aThCs He NMOMOUIbIO, a noMexoi. U He crpa-
1IMBaJO, B KAKOM HallpaBIeHHH Thl NOEE1b, XOTSA MOCOBETYIO
He €XaTbh OTKPBITHIMH JOPOraMH: 3Ta 3eMJIs B Xaoce, U MHOTHe
JMIIMBIIHNECS NPeABOAUTEEH IIOAH OXOTSTCSA Ha Heil caMy o
cebe.
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— Jlean a66arucca, Thl Jana MHe ropasno Oonsblue, UcM s
ocMenuBanach Obl npocuts, — [epra Bctana. — M, MoxeTt
6bITL, caMblii 6OJIBLLIOH TBOM nap To, YTO Thl He cka3ana: «He
ye3xal, 310 becrione3Hol»

Abbatucca cnerka yJablOHynach.

— A ecam 6b1 g TaK cKa3aja, M pa3Besia pyKH, H BOCIOJIb-
30BaJlaCh CBOEi B/IACTbI0O — BIPOYEM, THl He AOYb 3TOH
KPHIIUK, M Yy MEHS HeT Hal ToboH BJaCTH, — pa3Be Thl
nocaywana 6s1 Meda? Her, s 3Halo, 4TO THI MHOTO AyMana u
CYMTaelIb 3TO JOJIroM cBoei xu3HH. Jla 6yneT Tak. Mbl caMu
BbIOMpaeM CBOM 1OPOrM, M MHOTHE 3TO [ealoT ropaslo
Oe33ab0THee, YeM ThI.

I'epra cTosu1a o4yeHb NpsiMo. B 3Toi XeHLIHHE ecTh YTO-TO
Takoe: B APYTUX 06CTOSATENLCTBAX OHU MOTJIM Obl CTaTh APY3b-
amu. Ha MrHoseHue oHa moaymana, KakoBo ObUIO OBl CTaTh
«104Yepbio» B 3TOM MHpPHOM Xwiuile. Ho sto Gputa Gernas
Mbicnib. U T'epra nosropmia crapoe npouiaHHue MyTHHKaA:

— 3a eny M KpbIiry 6r1aroaapio 4 61arocnosisio. [Iycts Bcé
OyneT Xxopolllo B 3TOM MeCTe, a I CHOBA OTIIPABJISIIOCH B IOPOTY.

AbGb6aTHcca cierka HaxJIoHWIa roJioBy.

— Wnau c mupowM, nean I'epra. U na Haittu Te6e BCE, yTo
Mlllelllb, — U XOTS OHA OTKa3aja B 6J1arocjIoBJIeHHH IUIaMEHH,
BCE Xe NOOHsUIa PYKY H HayepTajla KAKOH-TO 3HAaK B BO3IyXe
MEXIY HUMH.

Tak T'epra U OnapdaHop ylUUIH H3 3TOrO MecTa MHpa.
AbbaTHcca 6buta wieapa. I'epta cugena 60KoM Ha jiowany, Ha
KOTOpOIi €€ MpHBE3 clona TpUcTaH; U3 BellleH, OcTaBIeHHBIX
GexeHLIaMH, OHA B3sUIa LIMPOKHUE, NMOXOXHE Ha 106Ky OplokH,
B KOTOpLIX OJ1aropoaHble ey e30AT Ha oxoTy. Jlomans Onuia
He Oo4YeHb BUAHas, Hebomnblioro pocra; I'epra Obula yBepeHa,
YTO B Hell TeYET KpOoBb AMKMX ropHbIx jJouwaaei. Ho uMeHHO
TaKMX NoAOHPAIOT A/ TPYAHOIO ITYTH.

Yyt no3aau Ha y3fe WWEJ elI€ MEHbIIEro pasMepa NMoHH, C
BBIOKaMH Ha cniuHe. K nosicy ['epThl ObU1 NpUBsA3aH ATUHHbIIT
HOX-KMHXaJl, KOTOpbIY OHa TaKXe OTbICKajla Cpeiy Belleil B
Knagopoii. K ceny oHa mpuuenmwia KOpOoTKoe KONbE g
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OXOTLI Ha KaGaHa C NPOYHLIM HAKOHEYHHKOM, OCTPLIM, KaK
urna. dnbdaHop exana B NOXOXCH Ha KoJibiOelb KOP3HHE 3a
cnuHoit [epThl, TaK 4YTO PYKH y A€BYLUKH OCTaBUIUCh CBOOOI -
AbIMM M OHa MOIJIa YTIPaB/ISTh 0O0MMH XHBOTHbIMHU.

OHa Bblexasla paHHHM YTPOM, IIOTOMY YTO XOTe/1a MUHOBAThb
JOpOTH A0 TOTO, KaK Ha HHX MOSBUTCS MHOTO NYyTHUKOB, U
yITyOUTBCSl B XOJIMBI, KaK M COBeTOBaJIa €if abbarucca. 3emnsn
NoucTHHe 6bl1a MOJHA MoAbMH Ge3 BoXaKoB U pa3GoiHMKa-
MH. MHorue snopasl noru6iau B BolHe, MX BNaJeHUS JOCTAUTUCH
cnabbIM, KOTOpbIE TENEPDb OKA3BIBAKOTCSA JIETKOM NOOBIYEit 1St
npoxoauMieB. Tonbko Takue oA, Kak TpuctaH, MOIyT B
KOH1le KOHLIOB ITPUBECTH B NMOPSANOK 3TOT Xaoc. ['epTa noayma-
712 06 3TOM, HO NTOTOM OTOTHanNa noaoobHble Mbiciy. To, 4To oHa
Morsia 6b1 BCTaTh PAAOM C HUM, MOXET ObITh, TOMOYb EMY, —
3T0 haHTaCTUYECKHUI PUCYHOK U3 AbIMA, U MpayHas npaBaa e¢
HOLLM OBICTPO Pa3roHseT 3TOT PUCYHOK.

Ewé mo Toro, Kak cojiHLe MOAHSIOCH BbIcOKO, [‘epta
cbexajla C ONOpOrM M Yriaybwnach B IyTaHMUILY TPOIMHOK,
KOTOpbI€ BIJIMCh MEXAY KAMHE, BLIIISIAE BIUMX TaK, OyaTO 3TO
ciyyalHBIH pe3ynbTaT KAMHENANOB; OQHAKO Mocie TiaTesNb-
HBIX paccnpocoB B ab6atcTtBe ['epTa BLISICHWIA, YTO HA CAaMOM
Iefle 3TO Tperpaasl WIM NOMYTIPUKPBIThIE BOPOTAa, KOTOpbIE
-CKpBIBAIOT Hayaslo MUHOM, ropasno 6ojiee nApeBHEN HOpOTIH.

IIpexnune, Hekorna HacensBuive JoMMHbBI, NpeaNOYUTANIH
JIOPOTH, KOTOpbI€ MOJHUMATIHCh HAa BEPUIMHBI XOJIMOB, a HE
BWIKCH NOJTMHaMHU. MMEHHO TaKo# IMyTb HECKONBKO MecsLeB
Ha3aj NpUBEN e€ BHavYasle K cBATWIMLIY ['yHHOpBI, a MOTOM H
K xunuuy XKab6. Tenepp epre HyXHO ObUIO BEpHYThCS K
ceatunuily. Tonsko 'yHHOpa MoXeT maTh eif Kakne-HHOyIb
yka3zanus. [Toromy yro Benukag XKeHuiMHa mobuna aereit 1
6/1arocKJIOHHO OTHOCHIach K MX HyxaaM. [loMoxer nu oHa
npoxnsToi... Her, TBEpao ckasana cebe I'epra, corpeumna
OHa, a He pe6EéHoK. U moToMy pacruiayuBaThCS TOXE HO/DKHA
oHa. OHa npuHsa 6bl Ha ce6s YelyifdaTyIo KOXY, BhINYKIIble
rnasa — Bc€ To, 4TO nopasuio AnsdaHop. M Hagesnack, 4yTo
I'ynHHOpa nouwé€r et coH ¥ pacckaxeT, KaK 3TOro AOCTHYb.
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lepTa exana MenneHHO, BpeMEHAMH OCTaHaB/IMBAJIaCh, efle-
3ana ¢ ceasa, KOpMuia 4 nejcHana dnbncdaHop. [leBoyka He
naakana. M 3to e€ MonyaHue BHIIIANEO JOBOJBHO CTPAHHO.
epTa 3aMeTWsIa, YTO MHOTIA 3TH KPYTJIble IJ1a3a CMOTPE/IN Ha
MMp KakK-To He no-yejoBeuyeckd. He MoxeT pe6EHOK TaKoro
BO3pacTa CMOTPETh Ha OKpYyXalolllee TaK NMPHUCTAJILHO.

XoTa OpeBHAA fopora NMPOXOAMT IO BeplLUIMHAM, Te, KTO e€
co3naBajl, No3abOTWINCh, YTOObI IYTHUKOB HEJErKo ObLIO
3aMeTHTb. CO CTOPOHBI JOJHUH OOpOry 3aKpBIBUIM TIyCTble
KYCTBbI 4 IepeBbsl, HHOTIa OHH YCTYTIaIM MECTO BEPTUKAIbHBIM
Pa30UThIM CKaJlaM, CIMBaIOLINMCS C MECTHOCTBIO, TaK YTO U IO
HHM HeJb3sd 3aMETHTb OOpPOTY.

I'epTa M neBoyka npoBeny HOYb B MECTE, KOTOPOE MOIJIO
GBITH CNEUHAIBHO MOATOTOBIEHHBIM /14 JIareps, TIOTOMY 4TO
TYT CKaJIbl HAKJIOHWINHCH APYT K APYTY, KOHLILI MX COEIHHSI~
JIMCB, 00pa3ys nogobue KpbILIH.

3aech ObUIa Jaxe siMa, TOYEPHEBLIAsA OT MHOTHX KOCTPOB;
I'epTa ynoxmsna B He€ XBOPOCT M CyX0Oi MOX, KOTOphIe 3apaHee
cobpaina, pa3oXIyia KOCTEP M cejla BO3Jjle Hero, B3sB peOGEHKA
Ha pyku. B oroHs 0Ha 6pocuia ropcTb CyXUX JIUCThEB, KOTOpLIE
eii nana Murena. U reneps oT KocTpa HCXOIWII CBEXUIA YUCTHII
3anax. Ho He pagu Hero I'epra 6pocana TpaBbl. Mx koMG1Ha-
M JOJDKHA He TNMOANYCTUTh K Jlarepio TEMHbIE CHBEI. 3amax
MpOoYHILLAET rojioBy, H 06 3TOM 3HaIOT Te, KTO pa3bupaeTcs B
pacteHusx. A I'epra HyxXngaeTcs B 3TOM.

[IyreuiecTBHe No cTapHHHOM JOpOre CHOBAa OTAAIO €€ BO
BJIACTh BCE €lUE CYLLUECTBYIOLIUX ApeBHUX cI. U oHa moKHa
HCTIONB30BaTh J1I0ObIE CPeCTBa 3alUUTHI OT 371a.

Jlowaay ToOXe MOOOLLIM MOOMIKE K OTHIO M €1 3€pHO,
xoTtopoe I'epra mocrana n3 MewkoB. OTITYCTHTh UX CBOOOOHO
MacTyCh OHa He pewajack. Ho mo6imu3ocTy 6bU1a Boja, Koy,
MUTABLINMI HeGOMbILOH pyyeii; Jollaab ¥ MOHH LIyMHO HAIH-
Juch, a cama I'epra npoMbuia aBe OYTHUIKM, HANOJHWIA HX
3aHOBO M YTOJIIWIAa COGCTBEHHYIO XaXAy MOCJE CYyXOoro Iopo-
XHoro xje6a.

Cnana oHa yphHIBKaMH, NIOTOMY YTO caMa BKJIIOYWIA B cebe
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BHYTPEHHEro cTpaxa, KOTOphIi Ipobyxman e€ BpeMs OT
BpeMEHH, H OHa noabpackiBajia IPOB B KOCTED; PANOM C PYKOi
BCE BpeMs JIeXalli HaroToBe HOX M KOIbE.

Xotb I'epra M cTrapanach oGneryuTb cebe IMyTh, TeNo €€
6oneno. Ha pacceete, 1€Xa MeXIy KAMHSIMH, OHa yXe 6oJiblie
He MOIJIa CTIaTh U JyMaJia O HalpaBJ€eHHH, B KOTOPOM IBHHET-
csl Jajblie.

Hopora npogomxanacs, To olTycKasiCh B HeNTyGOKyIO HOJH-
HY, TO CHOBa IIOTHUMasich BBepX. ['epTa npoe3xana ckasnsl, Ha
KOTOPBIX ObLTH BhIpE3aHbI CTPaHHbIE CUMBOJIbI, BRIDE3aHBI TAK
ITyOOKO, YTO AaXe BPeMS He CMOIVIO NMOJIHOCTBIO CTEPETD HX.

Ha uyeTBEpTHIit HeHb Hopora pa3aeawiach, OOHa BETBb €€
NoBepHYJa Ha Ior. ['epra HUKOrO He BUAea, XOTS pa3 WU OBa,
npHOMICKasAch K OOJMHAM, CHbIIIATHM 3BYKM 1IAroB JPYTHX
MyTHHKOB. Ml py KaxXa0M TaKOM 3BYKe 3aMHpaJia C ObIOLIUMCS
cepaueM.

I'epTa noexasa no ceBepHOIi Jopore U cTajla MCKaTh 3HAKO-
Mble opueHTHPHL. Eciiu oHa npaBa, HMEHHO MO 3TOH Jopore
HECKOJILKO MecCSILIEB Ha3al OHa HAaIlpaB/IsUIach K CBSITHIHLIY
I'yaHopsl. U Teneps cienoBano HaHTH KaKylO-HHOYOb CKaIy
WIY Yy4acTOK MECTHOCTH, KOTOpble OHa ITOMHHT.

¥ pa3BWIKHM He OKa3aIoch NOAXOAALIETO MecTa AJIs Jlarepsl.

Hyn BeTep, XONOAHLIA, ©e3 BCAKMX INPHU3HAKOB BECEHHE
markoctd. 'epra cHsna Kosbibenb ¢ censia M MocTaBWiIa €€
nepen co6oi, MPUKPHIB IUIAlIOM, YTOOBI XOTh HEMHOTO 3alllH-
TUTb PeOEHKA.

B Hayase Bedepa no cKjioHaM XoJiMa ABHHYAKCh TeHH. Ho
I'epTa nponoskana ABUTaThCs, MOTOMY YTO TIOKA HE HAXOAMWIa
MecTa IU1s1 oTabIxa. U BoT, yxe IoYTH NepecTaB HalesITbCS, OHa
yBUAENA 30aHHe, KoTopoe HcKaja. U3 nBepH, Ha KOTopoit
BHCEJ1 BBIKOBaHHBIH M3 Xejie3a cMMBoJa ['YHHOpHI — cHom,
nepeBsI3aHHbIi BeTBBIO GPYKTOBOIO JilepeBa, — BUIHEJCS CBET.

Jlowans, wenuas ¢ onmyleHHOM IOJIOBO#, BAPYT 3apXaina,
Czanu oto3Bajicad NMoHH. 'epra cama mpou3Heciaa rojocoM,
XPHIUTBIM OT XoJIofa M JOJITOTO MOJTYaHMSI:

— Ynaun 3ToMy AOMY H T€M, KTO XMBET B HEM.
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JlBepp packoinonach, TOJIOBMHKH CKONB3HYJIH B CTEHBI.
Brniepén yctpemivics 3onoToii cBer. Jlomans He nana I'epre
BO3MOXHOCTH KoJie6aThCs, OHA NpPOLIUIa B ABEPb U OCTAHOBH-
Jlachb BO BHEUIHEM INOMEIEHHUH, a He Ha HacToslIeM JBope.
O6a XHMBOTHBIX KA3aJIUCh CTIOKOHHBIMH M JOBOJbHBIMH, CJIOB-
HO TIpHMLIUTH K cebe ToMoii.

I'epna, ¢ 3aT€KIIMM OHEMEJNLIM TEJIOM, YYBCTBYS, CJIOBHO
npoexaia LeJIylo BEYHOCTb, CIIELINIACE.

«Bxonou ¢ Mupom».

Tlonoc noHocuncs U3 Bo3ayxa. 'epra BCIOMHWIA, YTO TaK
Xe ObUlo U B €€ mnepBoe mnocelleHHe cBsTwiniia. OHa ¢
COMHEHHEM IMOCMOTpejia Ha Jioulaab U NMoHU. C HUX HYyXHO
CHATH rpy3. OHM Xopollo NMopaGoTaAIM M 3aCTYKWIH OTABIX.

«Bxonn, — mepen Heil OTKpwUlach BTOpas ABepb. — 3a
IOOpPBIMH XMBOTHBIMHM TNPHCMOTPAT, KAK H 3a BCEMH, KTO
MPUXOOUT C MHPOM>».

IepTy yXe 3anoHIIO OlllylleHHE TeIUla, OCBOOOXIEHHUS OT
TsoKecTd. OHa GoJblle He Kojebasach U mpouuia Brnepén. Y
BTOpOIi ABEpH HOCTAIA U3 HOXEH ITUHHbIA KHHXAJ M OCTABH-
Jia ero Ha mnoJsy, noroMy yro B 3aj 'YHHOpPHI He BXOAfT C
OpYXHEM.

Bropast koMHaTa 6bU1a TOYHO TaKoif, KAKOI OHA €€ MIOMHH-~
JIa: CTOJI C efoii, BCE rOoTOBO M NMOOKPEIUVIEHHA IyTHHKA.
3aweBenwiach B cBoeil Kop3uHe DnMbdaHOp, UCIYCTHB He-
TPOMKMIi MAyKaloluii KpHK. Bosblive rnasa onstb cMoTpesu
B JIMLIO MaTepH, U HUKoraa em€ ['epra He GbUla Tak yBepeHa,
4TO B 3TOM MaJCHBKOM M3YPONOBAaHHOM TeJle XUBET pasyM,
ropa3no OoJsiee ApEeBHUM, YEM IUIOTh U KOCTH.

OHa oxmaana npoTecToB pebGEHKA, a MOXET, H TOIO, KTO
oburaeT B 3T0i KOMHaTe. MOXHO JH NTPMHOCHTL NPOKISTOE
CYLIECTBO B CBET, NPOTHBONOJIOXHOCTD 3TOTrO NpoKiATua? Ho
KpOMe MEePBOro Kpuka, DnbdaHop He MCITyCTWIAa HM 3BYKa, U
IPYTHX OTBETOB ToXe He Obuto. 'epra omycTMiack Ha cTyn,
JIeBOIi pyKO# Aepxa AeBOYKY, a IpaByl0 NPOTSHYJAa M B3sUia
KyOOK, OT KOTOpOTo NOJHMMAJICA TIap: COrpeToe BUHO, NMpH-
NpaB/lieHHOe TPaBaMH, NPHMBET IMYTHHKY IOCJE NOJTOTO AHSA
IYTH IO XOJIOoAy.
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Ona Beimia. Y crana ecTh rycryio noxin€bkKy, CHITHYIO
N1y, HAIIOJIHSABLIYIO TEJIO CHIOH, YCIIOKAHBAIOUIYIO MBLIC/IH;
HM pasy Moclie NocelleHNs CBATWIHINA OHAa He HCIbITHIBaIA
TAaKOIo YIOBJIETBOPEHHA €I0H.

HaeBiunch, oHa OTKHHY/Ach B KpecJie ¥ 3aroBopuia, obpa-
LIasICh K OTHSAM ABYX JIaMIl, OCBEIUABIIMX KOMHaTy.

— ToMy, KTOo nan eay, 61aroAapHOCTh OT YHMCTOIO Cepalia.
BaarogapHocTs 3a npuioT. Toif, YTO MpaBHT 34€Ch... — TYT
I'epra 3akone6anacs. OHa He Momia noao6paTh HYXHBIX CJIOB.
U Bnepsrie ICHO OCO3HaJIa, 9TO cAenaia. B aTo MecTo Mupa u
CBeTa OHAa IPHHECJIA IpeX U 310 — COOCTBEHHBIH rpex H
cobcTBEHHOE 370!

Ilo npyryio cTopoHy cTOJIa OTKpBUIACh BTOpas ABepb. 3a Hell
cBer ObU1 Gonee Tycknmbiii. 1 KoMHATy 3anmojiHWI apoMaT
1IBETOB, KAK B CaMbIi pa3rap JieTa, HOCHbIIICA 6e3roochli
1EMOT, KAKOW MOXHO YC/IbILIaTh Ha 6epery BecE€loro pydss,
IyJeHHe NOBOJIbHBIX ITYEN, 3aHATHIX COOPOM ypoxas, JIETKoe
JyHOBEHHME BETepKa, lIeBe/IIIEro LBETYLIHE BETBH.

Ta, yTo XWMBET 3Oech, KAXETCs, HE OCYXIAaeT €€, KaK
ocyxnaet ce6s1 oHa caMa. B cepanie I'epThl BCIIBIXHYJT JIETKUH
OroHEK HageXnanl. Bosoya 3arpsa3HéHHYIO B lopore 100Ky, oHa
TolwIa Briepén, He MeMJIEHHO H HEOXOTHO, HO KaK 4YeJIOBeK,
_3HAIOLIMi CBOIO LiE/Ib M CTpEeMSINMIiCA K Heill.

E€ oxpyxaumn urynagslia JbIMa, apoMaT cTaa cwibHee. U
I'epTe nokasanocs, 9T0 OH NPHOOPEN MaTepHaJIbHLIE OYepTa-
HHS, HaBcTpedy el ABUHYJIOCh MHOXECTBO PYK. CIIOThIKAsACS,
YyTh OfypMaHEHHasl CWILHRIM apoMaToM, ['epTa HaTkHynach
Ha nexaHKy. Y Tsoxeno nerna Ha Heé. I'nmasa e€ 3aKphUTHCS.

CpeT, 30JI0TOH, KaK OceHHHe #670KHM, OoraTelif, Kak To
30JI0TO, YTO LeHAT JoaH. OH NOAHUMAETCs OT N0Ja H YXOAUT
BLICOKO BBepX, H I'epTa, KaKk HH 3aAMpacT IojIOBY, HE MOXET
YBHACETD €ro BeplIMHEL ['epTra BUOHT TOJBKO, YTO CTOJ6 cBETA
He CIUIONIHOM, XOTA B3IV €€ He crocobeH INPOHHKHYTb
cKBO3b Hero. CBeT MyJIbCHpPYeT B pUTMe OMeHHUA e€ cepaua.

H xotb 3TOT CTONG MpeKpaceH, eCTh B HEM 9TO-TO CTpalll-
Hoe, MO4YTH Trpo3Hoe. I'epra, He oTmaBasg cebe oTuéra,
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npexIoHsaeTcs nepea HUM. OHa Xo9eT NPOTAHYTh PYKH, NPO-
CMTb NPOLIEHUS; HO PYKH €€ He OTPHIBAIOTCA OT TOIO, YTO OHA
HecéT. Y oHa oTBOAMT IJla3a OT CBETA M CMOTPUT Ha CBOIO
Holy.

Pe6€HoK, yenoBeyeckuii pe6EHOK, C IOMIMHHO YeJloBeYec-
KO BHELIHOCTBIO, HO TEMHBLI, MpaiHo TEMHBIA. 1 Ha HEM
CBET cToJ10a NMpoOyXIaeT OTBET, HCKPY, ACHYIO H 30JIOTHUCTYIO.

— Jlenn... — I'epTta He QyMaeT, YTO rOBOPUT BCIyX. B aTtoMm
MECTe CJIOBA MCXOIST NPSMO OT CepALia, OT CAMOM cepALIe BHHEI
pa3yMa, M B HUX MOXET ObITb TOJIBKO HCTHHA. — Sl corpeuia
TNPOTHUB XHU3HHU, KOTOpas ecTb fob6po. Y mycTh HakazaH OyneT
He pe6EHOK, a . HeBUHHBIE He AOJDKHBI CTpaJaTh H3-3a
BUHOBHBIX.

CBeT BCILIXMBaET TaK APKO, UTO oOXuraeT eif 3peHue. beryr
cnésnl. Ly 310 c1€3b1, KOTOpbIEe OHA He BhIIUIAKasa ¢ TeX Mop,
KaK JIIOAH COBEPLIWIHN HaJl HEH 3JI0 M MOHMaJIM B 3TY I'PA3HYIO
ceTn?

I'epra xné€r orBeta. M Korma He mosyyaeT ero, B Hel
npobyxnaercs crpax. Eil npuxoguTcsa nmpHM3BaTh BCIO CBOIO
CWIY M XpabpocTb, YTOOBI HE 3aKpHIBAaTh IVIa3a K NPOJOJIKATh
CMOTpEeTh Ha 3TOT obxwralowuii ceer. OHa ApoxwuT, eif
KaXxeTcs, YTO €€ OXBAThIBAET XOJIO, OTPE3aET €€ He TOJBKO OT
MWIOCTH CBETa, HO M BOOOILIE OT XM3HHM BCEX OCTAIbHBIX
JIIoaen.

OHa HayuHaeT 1w1akatb. Ecam e€ Xner cMepTh, TOraa...

— He pe6éHok! — e€ cnoBa He nmpockba, a ckopee Tpe€o-
BaHHe. M TyT Xe OHa nyraercd ewl€ 6oJbliie, MOTOMY YTO 3AeCh
He TpeOyIoT, 3eCh TOJIBKO YMOJSAIOT M MOJISTCA.

CaeT MrioseHHO Hcue3aeT. U 'epra BUAUT YTO-TO €llE...

Ilepen Heit ckaibl, pa3MelIEHHLIE OINpeAcTEHHbIM Obpa-
30M. OHH o6pa3ylor Kosieco. OHa C/IOBHO BUCHT B BO3[yXe Hax
3TUM KojiecoM. M XOThb ¢ NMOBEpPXHOCTH OHO BBIIIAAWT IO~
apyroMy, 'epra y3Haér, yro BUAUT. OHa ABaXAbl BUAEIA 3TO
MecTo. Oburanuine XKab.

JbsaBoIbCKME 3esleHOBaThble OTOHBKH PacliBETAIOT Ha CKa-
nax. 'epra onacaercs, YTo BOT-BOT OHH YCTpeMSTCA K Heif, YTo
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BCSIKAS 3alllMTa, KOTOpas MOIa Y He€ OLITh OT 3THX TEMHBIX,
Terepb OCTaBWIA €€.

Ho onu kxak OyaTo He IOJO3PEBAIOT O Heii, eClU 3TO
IelicrBuTembHO 2Ka6k1. JleByllIKa HauMHAeTCA ABUTATLCS, CJIOBHO
Y Heé eCTb KPbUIbS M OHa MEUIEHHO ¥ pa3MEPEHHO MallleT UMH.
OHa ABICKeTCS HAJ CKaJaMM K LEHTPY Kpyra. Y Buout emé
Koe-4to0. ITocepeiriHe HECKOJIBKMX ITyTe i, BEAYIIMX B NAYTUHY
XKa6, npaMo B LIeHTpe npoxofa (CJI0BHO 3aKpbIBasi 3TH IIPOXO-
IObl) CTOSAIT KAMHH, KOTOPHIE CBETATCS JIETKUM IOJIyOOBaThIM
cBeToM. TpH npoxoaa 3aKphIThl, HO TPH OCTAIOTCS OTKPHITHIMH.
H Tyt B co3HaHuM I'epThl BCNBIXMBAIOT CBEAEHHA, KOTOpbIE OHA
Kak OyaTo 3Haja BCeraa, KOTOphle MPOCTO CNaik B €€ MO3ry,
a Teniepb NPOCHYJIUCH. '

Koraa-To 2Ka6s1 'puMMepaeiina 6bUTH 3aKTIOYEHEI B CBOEM
KoJiece, OHM He MOIVIM GeCIIOKOMTb CHBI JIOAEH, He MOINH
TIPHBJIEKATh K cebe HepasyMHbIX, KaK OHa, WIH 3JbIX JIOCH.
W oHM moickHbBI OBITh 3aKmMIOYeHb! cHoOBa. ['epra mepepena
nbixaHue. EciM TakoBa BO3JIOXEHHasd Ha Heé 3agada, OHa
TOTOBa.

M TyT Xe oHa nmoy4wia npenynpexunenue. M3-3a Toro, yro
OHa yXe MNbITaJach HCIONb30BaTh XKab B CBOMX LieJIsIX, OHA
ya3BHMa neped HUMH. Y 1iist He€ npuOIH3UTECA K HUIM — 3TO

_PMCK CMEpTH, XyAlIeH, 4eM yobasi Heymaya WIM TeJlECHBIE
cTpagaHud. [ToaTtoMy oHa Ao/DKHa cAenaTh Bbloop. Criac€r 1u
oHa OnbdaHop? Jlaxe B 3TOM OHa He MOXET ObITh yBepeHa,
MOXeT TOJIbKO HallesITbCsA, HO HalleXa 3Ta ciwibHa. Hanexna
TIOBEZET €€, CTAHET €€ eA0H U NUTLEM, €€ OTABIXOM H OCBOOOX-
nenueM. U I'epra yuenunach 3a He€ co Bceli CBOei CWIOH BOJIU.

CHoBa [eBYLIKE TpeACTOSUIM BeTpul BhIcOT. Korma oHa
MpPOCHYJIACh, €€ Xaana nobpad eaa. Bo BHelIHeM NoMelleHUH
OHa HallUla CBOMX JiolIafeil, HAKOPMJIEHHBIX, OCENJIaHHbIX,
HaBbIOYEHHBIX, TOTOBBIX K NyTH. CONIHIE yXe KOCHY/IOCh
BEpLUMH XOJIMOB, H A€BYIIIKA BHICTYITIUIA, HA 3TOT pa3 ABUTAsSICh
Ha BOCTOK M cTapasich M36eraTh 3aceJIEHHBIX JOJIHH.

ITo mytu I'epTa OoTHICKMBAJAa OPUEHTHPEI, KOTOpbIE KOTAa-
To Buena. bosblie Beero et cieaoBano onacarbes CIIy4alHoM
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BCTPEYH C OXOTHHKAMH WK nactyxamu u3 Hopaexaeiina. U eit
TIOMOTaJIO TO, YTO XWUTEIH AOMUH OOBIMHO HM36eraor MecT
TIpexHNX M CTOPOHATCA HUX HOPOT.

BHauane popora ot ceaTwmmina ['yHHOpH ObU1a Xopoulo
BHIHA, TIOTOM, NOCTENEHHO yXOIsl HA BOCTOK, OHAa CTAHOBH-~
nach Bc€ MeHee 3aMeTHa. U 3a npenenamu HopreHnneiina 'epre
NIpUAETCA CHOBa BCTPETHTb Oe3nopoxne. Y Kpyra xe XKab,
BEPOSITHO, BOOOI1lIe HET HUKAKUX JOPOT WIH TPOIL.

I'epta He pelnanach exats ObicTpo. [TyTh onaceH, MOKpPLIThIE
CHETOM M JIBIOM KaMHHU OBUTH OYeHb CKOJIB3KUMH. DiibdaHop
B CBOeil KOp3HMHe-KOJbIGeNH exana 3a cnuHOi I'epThl, H
JEeBYyLIKE YacTO MPHXOANIOCH CIIELIIHBATLCS U APEBKOM KOTIbsI
NpoBepATh HagéxXHOCcTh MyTH. HOIA No1anb OTKA3bIBAIach
unTtH, ¥ FepTa cynTana 310 NO6PEIM 3HAKOM: YyBCTBA JIOLIANH,
6osee ocTpeie, YeM y 4YesoBeKa, NMpeaynpexaain ob onacHoc-
TSIX BIIEPEIH.

Llenvrit nens nposeas B yTH, I'epra cnasna ypriBkaMu. OHa
IepXaya Ha pykax DnbdaHop, ykpbiBas e€ rwiaioM. Houb oHu
TpoOBEeJM B THe3lle M3 MPOUUIOTOAHMX JIUCTHEB H TPaBHI,
xotophle I'epra Harpe6sa MeXAy COTHYTHIMM GypsIMHU iepeBb-
samu. Ha BTOpoii neHb CoNHLA He ObUIO, ONMYyCTWICS TYCTOi
TyMaH, M OT MeJIKOTO JOXAS IUIall AeBYLIKH COBCEM INPOMOK.

Ona muHoBana HopaeHneitn — ¢ YyBCTBOM obG/ierdyeHus.
ITo3BonMB cebe JTHIIL HEHANOTO IOCMOTPEThL BHU3, OTMETIUIA
NepeMEeHBI, KOTOpble MPOM3OLUIH B 3TOM TOTy3a6pOlIEHHOIH,
JIMIIMBLIEHCS XO39MHA KPEIOCTH C TOI'O BpeMEHH, KaK Bujea
e€ B nocnenHui pa3. B canax ¥ oropogax paboTaiu JoaM, Ha
CKJIOHaX XOJIMOB nacJuch oBlUbl. Ho meByuika mpexne Bcero
OThICKAJIa B3IIIOOM GalIHIO KpemocTH. M He yBumena Ha
Pe3KOM BeTpy HHMKAKOIo 3HaMeHH. DTO O3Hayajo, YTO JIOpA
orcyrcTByeT. I'me xe oH? I'epTa ynapuia pykoi B mepyaTke.
EcTb TONIbKO OIHO MeCTO, KyJa MOT B TAKOe BpeMs HaIllpaBUTh-
cs Tpucran, — Jlerengeitn! Eciu Xe OH OTHpaBWwiICA Ha
noucku e€ — lepra nokayana rojioBoii, CIOBHO MOrIJa TaK
NPHUBECTH B NMOPANOK NMyTaHHUY Mbiciaei. HeT, Teneps BaxHo
TOJBKO OIHO: KAMEHHoe KoJeco B I puMMepaeiiie!
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Jns nolaay ¥ NMOHHU TYT NMOYTH He Nomnaganock Kopma. U
OHH TAHYJIH B CTOPOHY NO3€JIEHEBIIMX CKIOHOB X0JIMOB. 'epTe
MOHano6MIach BCA CWIa W BCA PELIMMOCTD, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTD
MX OBUTaThCS Aajblie. B monaeHb oHa MOAKYTIWIA XMBOTHBIX
KYCKaMH JOpPOXHOro xieba, oHM C pPaloCTbIO €ro CheJd H
CIIM3aIM KPOWIKU C KAMHEH.

H3Mopoch Tak ¥ He peBpaTWIach B HACTOSALIMIA JOXAb, HO
JEBYLIKY CO BCEX CTOPOH OXBaTWIa BlaXXHas cepocTh. OnHa U3
TeX MeJIKMX HENpPUSITHOCTEH ITyTM, KOTOpbie MOIYT YHHYTO-
XUTb BCAKYIO peiliMmMocTb. Ofexnaa JUIUIa K Teay, Tenepb
JeBYylIKA HelpepbIiBHO Apoxana. K Bedepy — ecu oHa HUTIE
He 3alepXUTcs M He OydeT CIHUIIKOM JOJI0 OTABIXaTb — K
Bedepy OHa okaxeTcsl psinoM ¢ ['pumMepaeiiioM, a Ha crieny-
1olliee YTPO CMOXET HayaTh BBHITIOJIHATE CBOIO 33Ja4y.

XoTb OOHO TIpEHMMYILECTBO Y Heé Oymer, peurwna lepra.
Cusl ThMBI OXHBAIOT HOYbIO, B OTCYTCTBHE CBeTa. U eciv oHa
HaAYHET BBHIMOJIHATD CBOIO 331aYy IHEM, TO BRIMTPaeT KAKOe-TO
BpeMs 00 HAacTyIUIEeHHs] TEMHOTBHI. A MOXET, laXe ycreeT BCé
3aKOHYMTb. ’

CyMepky HacTymwiH paHo. 3aHoueBala [epra B Takom
MecTe, OoTKyna Buaena ¢GoHaph Halg ABEphIO TOCTHHMLUELI, B
KOTOPOH CJTyXWia KOIia-To, OX1Aast BO3MOXHOCTH OTOMCTHTD.

. Eii xotenoch ropsuero muThi, yoexuiua, MycTb Jaxe TaKOTo
XaJIKOro, KaK 3TOT IOCTOSUTBIH ABOP, 3BYKOB rojiocoB. Ho oHa
cKopywiach B OAHHOYECTBE, PAIOM ABe JouanH. I'epra cocana
NaJIoYKy CyXxoro Msica ¥ KopMwia pe6€Hka. Y cHoBa yBunesna
B NMOJYTbME 3TOT IMMOHMMAIOLIHIA OLICHUBAIOMIMNI B3MIAA Db
danop. Kakoii-To HedenoBedeckmii B3IJISIA, KOBapHBIH,
3106HBIN, NpeaBKYLIAIOLIHIA.

I'epra 3acTaBmiIa ce6s CUMTATh 3TO TOJIKO CBOMM BOOOpa-
xeHueM. [lokopMHB peGEHKA rpyabio, OHA YKAaYHBaJIa JEBOYKY
Ha pyKax, LIENOTOM HameBast CTapylo-CTapylo KosbIGebHYIO,
KOTOpPOM ellg e€ HAHbKA OTTOHSUIa ThbMY M BCE OCTaJIbHOE, YTO
MOXET TaUThCA B TEHH.

OT10if HOYBIO OHAa He cnaja coBceM. Kak 6yaTo Giausoctn
LENX BbI3BAJIa B HEH NPHUTOK JIMXOPANOYHOH 3HEpruM, U eil
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NPUXOAWIOCH HM30 BCEX CWI 3aCTaBiATh cebs He TNOKUAATH
ybexXulina, He UATH NPSMHKOM TyAa, Iae €€ XIYT.

Tak cuiIbHO 6BUIO 3TO XeaHue, YTO AeBYLIKa IpIKaiach
K 3eMJle H OTYasgHHO OopoJsiach CO CTpeMJIEHHEM IBHMIaThCs,
HATH...

Houb TaHyMach KakK rofi, Kak cToJIeTHE, OHa ObU1a JUIMHHEE
Bceil XH3HU Iepthl. Bo BCSIKOM ciyyae TakK NoKa3anioch €W,
KOTIa HaJl XOJIMaMH IoKa3alKch Iie pBbIe JIydH paccsera. ['epra
¢ TpyaoM Bctasia. OHa oleneHena OT X0J04a, BCE€ MBILIIBI
bosenu, cIOBHO €€ HU30WIHM. A Briepeau e€ Xaala TpyAHasa
3ajaya.

INocTaBHB Ha 3eMJTIO KOP3MHKY ¢ pe66HKOM, ['epTa pacKphl-
Jla MelloyeK, KoTophiii et mana MHrena. TaM Haxoawinch
CBA3KH JIUCTHEB, TAKHE BbICOXIIHE, YTO NPEBPATIWIHCD B CYyXOil
MOPOLIOK, H APYTHE, TOXE YBANLINE, HO ellE AepXaBlUIMecs Ha
BETBSIX.

I'epra caenana BrIOOp, MOAHOCS KaXObIH Iy4OK K HOCY,
YyTOOBI YOSOAUTLCS, YTO 3TO MMEHHO TO, YTO e¥ HyxHo. I1aThb
TaKHX ITy4KOB OHAa pacTépia, cMellajla C COAEPXUMBbIM He-
6opuIOTO ropioyka, fobaBuwia elé TpH, IMTOTOM ell€ ONUH, C
caMbIM CHJIBHBLIM 3aIlaXOM, OT KOTOPOIO OHa YHMXHY/A U JaXe
MoJaBWIach, KOTAa CIUILIKOM OJIM3KO NPHIBHHYNACD.

INomyunBlieiicss Ma3bl0o OHa LIMPOKMMH KpyraMH obBesa
rna3a. Masp 3acTpeBasia B 6pOBsIX, U AEBYLIKA MOPLIWIACh OT
CWIbHOrO 3anaxa. IToToM cHsla BIaXHYIO0 LIANKY M HeTeprie-
JIHBO OTBEJIa BOJIOCHI, 4TOGBI foOpaThca Ao yuiei. OcraTKoM
Ma3H HaTépna NagoHH. [loaroToBUBILINCH TAKMM OOpa3oM, He
3aBTpaKasl, Kak TpeGoBajl o6LMyal, OHa B3sula KOP3HHY C
OnbdaHop U cripATana B 61KaiillleM YKPBITHH — IO I'YCTBIM
KYCTOM C HaBHcalolIMMH BeTBAMH. CyHYB KOJIbIGe/Ib NOf 3TOT
rpyobIii HaBec, ['epra KAMHSMH NpyOKaja CBHCAIOLINWE BETBH.

Jlowmaab ¥ noHM noliwiy 3a Hei. OHa Ge3paccyaHo cobpana
Bce OCTAaTKHU JOPOXHOIO xj1e0a H BhUIOXMIIA ABYMS KydKaMHu,
YTOOBbI XHMBOTHbIE Cpa3y NMPHHSUIMChL ecTh. Beras, I'epra BhI-
NpsIMWIAach, 3acTaBisAsd cebs He ornsaanBaThca. OHa clenana
BCE, YTO MoIvIa, 11 3aluThl Dnbdanop. U He o3Bonsnia cebe
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TIONAAaBaTHCA NYPHLIM NpeIIyBCTBUSAM. Terieph HYXHO IyMaTh
TOJILKO O TOM, pagy 4ero oHa IpHlUIa CIoaa.

Eii xopowio 6bU1 BUAEH KPYT KAMHEN — BHEUTHASI CTOpPOHA
Koneca 2Kab. I'epra cxana pykyd HaMa3aHHOH CTOpOHOM Hapy-
Xy. 1 HanpaBwIa Briep€a KOHLBI NaJbLIEB, OLIYy1Ias CHJIbHBIN
3amnax Tpas.

IToxayany oHa noiia, 06xoas KoJieco Mo BHELIHEH cTopo-
He. He mosBonssn cebe cMOTpPeTh B 3TH TIPOXOAbI MEXIY
KaMHSAMH, BeAyllHe K LEHTPY, OHa CMOTpeJia TOJILKO B 3¢MITIO.
N B TpeTheM mnpoxoie HalLla NEpBbIi M3 <«3aMHUpalolIuX
KaMHeW».

I'epTa cnoTkHynack. BT0 ObUT rpyObIli OOJIOMOK CKAJIBI,
Jaxe He oOpaboTaHHBIN, KAK APYyTHE KAMHH, BHICOTOH €H [0
KOJIeHa, H TaK IIy0OKO IOTpPY3MBIUMMHCS B 3€MJIO, YTO Ha
caMoM Jiejie HOJDKeH ObITh ropasfo 6onsiue. I'epra obnu3ana
ryObl KOHYHKOM f13bIKA, pacCCMaTpPHBas XaMeHb, MbITAsICh OMN-
PEOCINThL ero BeC, OLEHUTh COOCTBEHHbIE CHIbl. CMOXET JIM
OHa ero NepeaBUHYTH?

Ilpunércss mocrapaTthes. eBymka cOpocwia Ha 3eMIio
TUIAlll, OH BJIAXKHO JIMII K €€ TUIeYaM M pyKaM, Melllasi JBUTaTbCs.
OHa BUAena HYXHBIH et kamMeHb. BoT oH! Bech u3 ocTpeIx
VIJIOB, Ha (OHe 3eMIH fAPKO BhIIE/NSIETCA ero ronyboparas
TIOBEPXHOCTb. ['epTa NpoTAHy/Na K HEMY PYKH, MOJOXWIa Ha
KaMeHb ¥ HajaBwia. KaMeHb ocraBancad HeaBIDKHM, NIPOYHO
BKOIIAHHBII B 3¢MJII0, KaK JIECHOE JEpPEBO.

Ha — Ho Korma-To Xe ero cABHHYIH. OH CTOSUI Ha IPYTOM
MecTe, H Tya €r0 HyXHO BepHYTb. JleByllIKa, Hanpsras CWIHI,
packayuBajla KAaMeHb B3ajl ¥ BNIepEl, LHEIUISUIach 32 HEPOBHbIE
Kpasi. U kaMeHb caBUHYyJICs!

He6omnp1o# ycniex, HoO JOCTaTOYHBIN, YTOOBI (IPHOGOAPUTD
e€. Tsoxkeno pwina, Hampsrasich, pasaupas B KpoBb JIAIOHH,
HEeCMOTpA Ha 3alUTHYIO Ma3b (JeBYlIKAa 3Haja, YTO B 3TOM
MeCTe HeJlb3s MOJIb30BaThCs NepyaTKaMH, BUCEBLUIMMH Y Heé
Ha nosce), ['epTa nepekaTuia KaMeHb Ha cepeANHY OJHOTO H3
He3alMUIIEHHBIX IIPOXOAOB ¥ IMPUCIOHWIACH K HEMY, IIPUXOAS
B cebs.

241



YT10-TO BOZHUKIIO PSIIOM, YTO-TO BpoJie 6¢33ByIHOIO CMeXa,
HaMellIKH HaJl Helo. YBEpeHHOCTH B €€ Heynade. 'epra Boinpsi-
mwiack. ['yOB OHa IUIOTHO cXana, noaGopodoK NOAHsUIA.
Onun! Tenepy caenyiommi. ..

Bropoii kaMeHb OHa Hauuia ObICTPO, HO TOT oOKa3ajcs
norpe6€H MeX ApPYrux KaMHeil. Eff mpulUloch OTKANBIBATD,
OTTAacKHBaTh, AEPraTh, Ipexae 4eM OHa CMOIJIa CHOBa IOIbI-
TaThcd TepeABUHYTb KaMEHb. DTOT KaMEHb ObUI HAcCTOJIBKO
YIIpSIM, OH C TaKOH HEOXOTOH pacCTaBaJICSI CO CBOUM JIOXEM,
yro 'epTa ABaXabl NpuUxoawia B oTyassHHe. JlanoHHU e€ ocTaB-
JIJTM Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH KAMHSI KpOBaBhbIe OTIEYaTKH, HO OHa BCE
Xe 3aKphbUla UM npoxon. JBa...

E€ rpri3 ronon. OHa yXe NoKayuBajlach OT I'OJIOBOKPYXe-
HHS, HO OTTIpaBWIach Ha MOMCKHU TpeThero KaMHs. KoHedHo,
OHa CMOXET OTHICKAaTh €ro ¥ ycTaHOBHUTH. lllupokas, pasae-
JN€HHasA, KaK OpIokH, 106Ka Lemsuiach 3a Hord. I'epTa cjIoBHO
uUla MO TPsSCHHE M3 3acachlBalolled Ips3H, NPHXOAWIOCH
60pOThCA 32 KaXABIH 1uar.

M oHa HHKaK He Morjla HaiiTH TpeThero kamHsa! Ho oH
OOJDKEH 34ech ObITh! BruneHue B cBATIWIMILE He MOIIO 06Ma-
HyTb e€. Obnanaroiue Cwioi He pa3bIrphIBAIOT TAKHE XKECTOKME
wyTkd. OHM MOTYT OTKa3aTbcd NMOMOYb, HO HE OOMaHyT
co3HaTeIbHO. Iie-To HOJDKEH JieXaThb 3TOT KaMeHb. Iepra
IBHT&Iach MEUVIEHHO, TUIATEIbHO OCMAaTpHBas 3eMilo. Tam
BJSUIOCh MHOXECTBO YNaBUIMX KaMHEi, OONMBIINX U MAJICHb-
KHX, HO cped HUX He ObUIO royTyObIX.

MoxeT 6bITh, OH NOJHOCTBIO OTPE6EH B KAKOK-TO rpyne?
Ho ona He BuMaena mocTaTo4Ho 6oJblIOil Ipyasl, KoTopas
Moria 6B CKpBIBaTh KAMEHDb TaKoro pa3mepa. CHoBa obolwia
OHa IO BHELITHEH OKpPYXHOCTH Koneco. I B co3HaHUH €€ BCE
TpoMye pa3faBajicsl 3TOT 37100HBIH KOBapAKBIi cMeX, KOTOPLIi
Teneps Omn e€, Kak Berep HauMHaouweics 6ypy. Teneps oHa
Obu1a yBepeHa: Xa6bl 3HAIOT 00 €€ 3aMbICIie, OHH CIICAAT 3a Hel,
3abapisisich, yBepeHHEIE, YTO BCE €€ yCWIHs HanmpacHbl. Ho Tak
He 6ynet!

ITouck oxBaTbIBajl Bc€ Gombliiee NMPOCTPaHCTBO, I'epTa Bcé
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Nayblile OTXOAMWIA OT Kpas Kosieca. OHa cxonmwia K DiabdaHop
¥ HaKOpMIUIA XHBIYYLIYIO A€BOYKY, HE CO3HaBad COOCTBEHHOM
YCTAJIOCTH: HOTH MOJ Heil nmoarnéammch, pykd OCTaBISUIM Ha
ofiesyie KpOBaBhle CJICABI, a BCE TeJIO APOXAJIO CHILHOM, He
TIOANAIOIEHCS KOHTPOJIO JPOXbIO.

Tl'onon mcues, ocranace TOJBLKO Tymnas 0onb B Teje. I'epra
CKOpYMIach, NoHas HerepnHeHnsd. Ho oHa nmoHuMaina, 4ro
CHaJaJla HyXHO HAaKOPMHTb pe6EHKA. Jlolmanb ¥ NOHHU CTOSUIN
TI0 00¢ CTOPOHBI OT KycTa. BClo M1y OHH YXe CITH3aIH, HO He
VIILTH.

HeoxwnanHo nomanb NMOAHSUIA TOJOBY M, Ipexnae 4YeM
I'epra cyMena ocTaHOBHTE €€, 3apxaia. [locasnanocs oTBeT-
Hoe pXaHMe. [leBylIka 3acCTbUIa Ha MecTe, IOTOM OBICTPO
OTHSUIA peGEHKA OT IPYAH M YIOXWIA B KOP3UHY. DibdaHop
OTKphUIa POT M OTYASHHO 3aKpHYasa.

I'epra c OrpOMHBIM TPYAOM BCTJIa M CTOSUIA, ITOLIATHIBASICD,
OIHOM pYKOM 3acTeruBas IUIaTbe, a APYTYIO IOJOXHUB Ha
PyKosiTh KMHXana. JJoXnb npexpaTWics, HO HaJ TIoJIOBOM
HaBUCAIM HHU3KUeE Ty4u. OnHaxo GbUI0 He HAaCTONBLKO TEMHO,
4TOOBI CKPHITh NPHOMIIDKABLIEIOCS BCaTHMKA.

B 910#i MCTOMIEHHON BOITHON 3eMJle Temephb 1IATAIOCh
MHOIo pa3GoOHHUKOB, Y KOTOPHIX AOCTATOYHO XpabpocTu M
Jaxe CKIOHHOCTH cjiefioBaTh o aoporaM IIpexwux. I'epra
BCIIOMHIIA TAaKXe KOIIMapHbIe paccKasbl O CYIIECTBAaX, KOTO-
phle, KaK FrOBOPAT, CKPHIBAIOTCA B Xpebrax. HUKTO He npuuér
Cciofia, €CIM Y HEro HeT KaKoi-TO 3JI0H LieJIM, HAacCTOJIbKO
MpayHa M OIlacHa pemNyTalyd 3TOH MEeCTHOCTH.

BcanHuk HanpaBwics K BepUIMHE XOJIMa, M J€BYLIKA YBHU-
ZeJa, 4To Ha HEM KOJIbYYTa M LivleM, 3aKphIBalowuii muuo. Ha
pore ceia BUCEJ LIIUT C 3aHOBO HAPHCOBAaHHLIM rep6oM. 310
OBUTO €AMHCTBEHHOE MITHO 1[BETa, MTOTOMY YTO JIollIagh ObUla
TaKOil Xe TYCKIO-Cepoif, KaK M ero JoclexH; JaXe TpHUBa
Jlolany He OoT;IMYayiach MO LIBETY OT TEMHOTIO IvIallia.

Panbire oHa Morna Gl Y3HATh €ro 1o repby Ha uIMTe, HO
Tenepb JIOpALI OJHH JIeXaT BO MHOXECTBE HEBEIOMBIX MOTHII,
M NOAHAINChL HOBBIC JIOAM, C HOBBIMH repbamu. I'epra He
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MOIJIa OTNpeNe/IMTh UMS 9eJIOBEKa C TAKUM rep6oM. PucyHok
TpyOLIil, CIOBHO AeNal ero 4eioBeK, He BIOJHE BialcIoLIHii
MactepcTtBoM. M306paxkeHne YyHOBHIIHOM IOJIOBBI, ¥ IOIE-
PEXK He€ ropaso Jy4iie H300pax€HHbIN Med. 3TOT Med CJIOBHO
nperpaxnaaeT YyJOBHILIY JOPOTY K Ao6brye. XoslogHoe Xeie-
30...

OTa MBIC/Ib IIPOMENILKHYJIA Y HEE€ B IOJIOBe, M TYT BCAAHUK
OKJIMKHYJ e€. XoJIofHOe Xejle30, OHO NMPOTHBOCTOUT Maruu
IIpexHux, 370 OPyXH€ NPOTHB HUX.

Kakoii-To pa36oifHHK, 60Jee Oe3pacCyqHbIH M CMEJBIN, YeM
ocTabHble? My IyTHHK, He Nofo3peBalolHii 06 ornacHocTH
atoro Mecta? Iloa uwieMoM JiMua He ObUIO BHAHO, KAaK MOJ
mackoii. Ho ronoc, xoTopsiM oH e€ okukHyn! ['epra Habpana
nonHple JErKKe Bo3ayxa... Jla, oHa y3Haia ero!

Ero KoHb, 60€BO#i KOHb XOpolie#i MOpoAbl, OCTOPOXKHO
IBUHY/CA Briepén. [1oBoabd leXany y He€ Ha liiee, BCafHUK He
YIpaBisi e€ ABIDKeHUAMU. ['epTa XoTena ybexars, HO psIoM
He OBUTO HHKAKOTIO YOeXHIIa, €l Herae CIpsITaTbCcs — BeAb He
TIpSTAaThCA Xe BJIoroBe 2Kab, e oHH yXe OqHaX bl TOOhIBAIH
BMecTe.

— Jlegu... — ero NPHUBETCTBHE CJIOBHO IIOBHCJIO B BO3yXe
MeXay HUMH, OHA OTKAa3bIBajlach yciblaTth ero. Jlomans ero
CIIOKOIHO CTOSLIa, a OH C JIETKOCTBIO 6BhIBAJIOro Ooiilla cocKo-
YW ¢ He€, OCTAaBMB LOMT BHUCETh Ha Mecte. 1 HampaBwicsa K
Hel, cjlerka CKpHII caloraMi no KaMHsaM. I'epra HakoHel
ob0pesa jap peyH, CMOIJIa IOAHATD PYKY M CAEJaTh IIpeayTpexX-
JaIoLINii XeCT.

— HeT! '

Ecnu oH u ycabiiiai e€, To He o6paTiy1 BHUMaHus. Teneps
OHa XOpOIIIo BHJIEJIa €T0 3aropeiblii Noa60poacK, MOTHOTYObIH
poT noJ nojyMackoi uuvieMa. OH ocraHOBMICS, CHSUI MeTall-
JIMYeCKHe TepYaTKH, CYHYJ HMX 3a NOosC, NMOTOM IIPOBOPHO
PacCcTerHy/ KpeIUIeHH LIUIeMa, CHSUI €T0 C IoJIOBHI, M BETEp
MoaXBaTWI ero Bojochl. Clerka CyXeHHBIMM IJIa3aMH OH
PasmIAABIBaAM €€ TaK 3adyM4YMBoO, YTO I'epTe 3axoTenoch oKa-
3aTbCsl rae-HUOyab B ApPYroM MeCTe, AaJleKo OTCiona, B
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©e30MacHOCTH OT MEICJIEH, KOTOpble OH NpOOYyXaaeT B HeEiA.
Hyudgro He HDOXHO OTRIEKAaTh €€ OT LeMH. YKpPENMHUB CBOIO
pelIMMOCTb, OHa B CBOIO odYepedb cAefaja luar BIEpEn,
noaHsia obe pyKH, Ipsi3Hbl€, CO CJIOMAHHBIMH HOITSIMH, C
OKPOBAaBJICHHBIMH NaJIbLIAMH, U IOBTOPWIA INpPEAYIIPEXIao-
1M XecT.

— Munopn TpucraH, 3a4eM Thl 3aech?

OHa He MoIJIa HaWTM OPYTHX CJOB, XOTA €€ OHOJIEBAJIO
MHOXECTBO MBICJICHi. ‘

— 51 6bu1 B JleTeHaeiine, Tl ylUIa OTTYla, — OH T'OBOPHI
TIPOCTO, CJIOBHO C MCITYTAaHHBIM peO6EHKOM. — MHe ckaszaiu,
YTO ThI OyieLlIb HCKATh NOMOILIY B CTDAHHOM H ONTACHOM MecCTe.
IloaToMy s M npuexan cloaa.

I'epTa s13p1KOM 06/ TH3as1a Iy6RI, TOYYBCTBOBAB N'OPLKHIl BKYC
MasM.

— 3r0... MOE Heno... — OHa NLITAJach pa3Xedyb B cebe
criacUTeNbHbIN THeB. Beerna, KpoMe ofHOTO ciTydasi, OHa caMa
3alllMLIaJIa CBOIO HE3aBUCHMOCTh, caMa HecJia CBOE OpeMsl.

— 51 He cBenyll B KOJIOBCTBE, — CEPHE3HO CKA3al OH. —
Moxer, Thl npaBa M TOJLKO TBOM PYKH, — OH TOCMOTpEJ Ha
€€ OKpoBaBJI€HHbIE MaJIb1[bl, — MOTYT COBEPLIUTD 3T0. Ho Benb
MOXET ObITh M TaK: IBOE, JIEAH, Jierde ¥ ObICTpee CrpaBsTCcs C
ZIeJIOM, YeM OOUH.

W npexne yeM ['epra cMoria OTCTYIIUTb, OH OLICTPHIM
LIaroM NpUOGIM3WICS K Heit M momnbITaics B3STh 3a JanoHb. Ho
OHa OTIEPHYJIA PYKY.

— Het! — BockiukHyna oHa. — OHH 3aUIUILIEHBI.

— 3ammmens!! — ¥ TpucTaH clerka NPUIIONHSUT OLHY
OpoBb: OHAa MOMHWIA 3TOT ero xect. — Cyas Mo MX BULY,
3alMTa MaJIo IOMOTIJIa UM ceroqHs. Pacckaxu MHe, — TeTepb
B €ro rojioce CHAbILMIAINCh BJIACTHbIE HOTKH, TaK TOBOPHT
YyeJIoBeK, MHOTO pa3 OTAaBaBIIMii MpUKa3bl APYTUM. — Paccka-
XM, 9TO ThHI 3€Ch Jejlaclllb U IoYeMy.

— IMoyemy? — OHa HoXHa OTTONKHYTHL €ro, U ObicTpo,
n36aBUTLCSI OT HEro, oH TYT HH INpH 4€M, M €ro Hemb3sd
BORJIEKATh B €€ Oeabl. BaMaxHyB 3arpsAsHUBLIEHCS oneXnoii,
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OHa IMOoBEpPHYJIAch H HaKJIOHWIAch K Kop3uHe. IIpmxas e€ x
6enpy, ['epta oTBeNna nokpsIBajo ¢ auLa AiabdaHop. [laxe npu
HHU3KHX Ty4YaX TYCKIBIH CBET 6e3XalloCTHO IOKA3ay SICHbIE
MpH3HAKHA NPOKIATHA. [leBouKa CMOTpeJia LIHPOKO pacKphl-
THIMM [J1a3aMM, CMOTpEJIa CBOMM 3/TbIM [IOH MMAIOLLIUM B3IJISIIOM.
— Bunnus? — spocTHo cnipocwia ['epta, BHUMATEILHO s
Ha Hero, oxuaas NepBbIX 3HAKOB OTBpAllleHHA.

Ho Hyx#Ho 6bUTO NpU3HaTh, YTO OH YMeeT AepXaTh cebs B
pykax. Hukaxoro nposiBjieHHs OTBpallicHHs OHA He 3aMeTHIa.

— MHe paccka3blBald — INOOIMEHEHHBIH peGEHOK... —
TOBOPWI OH MeJU/IEHHO, KaK OyITo onacayicsi €€ BCTPEBOXMUTbD.
— U TH1 gyMaeurs, Jieid, 4TO 34eCh HAWAEIIL OTBET?

— MoxeT ObITb, TOJIBKO MOXET OBbITh, — OHa YyBCTBOBAIa
ce6s1 CTpaHHO, He BCTPETHBILNCEH C OTBPallIcHHEM, K KOTOPOMY
rotoBwniack. YTo 3TO 3a 4YeNOBEK, KOTOPLI, HE MOPIrHYB
IJIa30M, CMOTPUT Ha pe3yJbTaTbl TEMHOTIO 371a?

— Hy, uHorga 6ob11er0 ¥ HeJIb3d NIPOCHThL, — M OIATh OH
cAesall HECKOJIbKO OBICTPLIX YBEPEHHBIX NBIDKCHHMH, U OHa
o6HapyxuUla, YTO KOp3HHa YXe Y Hero B pyKax, OH IIPOYHO
JIEPXUT €€ U CMOTPHUT Ha pe6EHKa. — YTo, mo-TBoeMy, clieayeT
caenaTs? — pe3KO CIIPOCHI OH.

OHa XxoTesIa OTHATh Y HEro KOp3uHY, IUIOTHEe 3aBEPHYTh
OnbdaHop, yoepeub H OT ero a3, u ot xonoga. Ho ycranocts
caenana e€ HEYKIIOXei, 1 OHa MOKAYHYJIach M yTaja JIMLOM
BHM3, a OH, JcpXa KOP3UHY OAHOM pyKOoi, APyTOi NMogXBaTWI
I'epty, npyxan x cebe, nognepXxueas.

— ITouwtH, — OH JIErKO IPOTHUBOCTOSLI €€ CNAAObIM IMOIMbIT-
KaM BeIpBaThesi. OTBEN K Ipyle KAMHeH, cell, AepXa KOp3UHY
Ha KOJIHSIX, ycalWl €€ psIoM, a OHa HacTOJIbKO JIMLIWIACh
CHJI, 4TO HE CMOIJIa BhICBOGOIUTHCH.

Ona npoxana, pykH e€ GecCWIBHO JieXalli Ha KojleHax. 1
TYT, K CBOEMY BeJIMYaifllleMy OTBpalLleHHIO, OHA MOHAIA, YTO
wnaveT. Eif Tak xoTen0ch caaThesd, NOAYMHHUTLCA KoMy-To. Ho
— JOCTaTOYHO ObUIO OAHOTO B3IVIAAA Ha DnbdaHop, KoTopas,
KaK Bceraa, Jiexaja CIOKOWHO, HO Terneph HeMMIAIOMIMM
B3IVISIIOM CMOTpeEJIa Ha MyX4HHY U B I'TYOHHE €€ I1a3 OXIUIH
371l KOBapHBIC OTOHBKH.
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I'epTa cobpanachk ¢ cwiaMH, BHICBOOOAWIACH M C TPYIOM
BCTaJIa.

— KaMmny... octasics nocjaegHHii... — oHa JO/DKHA BEPHYTh-
£ K cBoeH 3ajaye!

— Kakoit kaMeHs? — TpucraH He neITaNcs e€ yaepXarb,
roJIbKO TOX€ BCTaJ M OCTOPOXHO TOCTaBWI KOpP3MHY Ha
3eMJTIO.

Ho l'epta yXe nouuia, ¥ oHa Tak 6oslach, YTO OH CTaHET
e€ ymepxuBatb. Ecnu Obl-OH momsITajics 3TO chejlaTh, OHA
Moria OBl cAaThCA; KaKasi-To NpeJaTe/bekas cabocTs rmpoby-
AWIachk B HEM, ¥ 3TO YIUBIIIO €€ U OCNAbIsUI0 pellIMMOCTb.

— CuHMi1 KaMeHb, NMOCIETHHUM]... 1 UCKaNa, UcKaua... Hai-

Jja OBa. Tpc'mﬁ... He cMorIla, — OHa Opeia CHOTHIKASACH,
paccTaBUB HM3paHEHHBIE PYKH, CJIOBHO 3acTaBisUla 3eMIIIO
BBIIATH 3TOT KaMeHb. — KaMHH... — OHa roBpopuia GoJbllie ¢

coboii, cTapasick BEPHYThCS K TOMY COCTOSIHHIO, KOTAa, KpoMe
3a7a4M, HUYEro He CYlUECTBYET, OTpe3aTh BCE OCTAJIbHOE. —
KaMHM HyXHO moMecTHTh BO BXOZaX, 3aneyaTaTh MX. TakoBa
BO3JIOXKEeHHasi HAa MEeHs 3alaya.

OHa nuuIb 0TYACTH CO3HaBajla, YTO OH OOOLIEN ee, BCTAN Y
6mrxaiiliero 13 MPOXoa0B U MOCMOTPEN Ha KAMEHb, KOTOPbIA
OHa C TaKUM TPYAOM YCTaQHOBWJIA 3[€ECh.

— Takoit? — TpucTtaH He cTan xaaTh e€ otBeTa. Hanporus,
TIor/is1eB Ha KaMEHb, TOXKE Havall MICKATh CPEU CKaJl, KOTOpPLIE
6bUTH pa3bpocaHbl Ha CKJIOHE XOJIMa.

A T'epra notammnacs jajnaslie, BpeMs OT BpeMEHH HaKJIOHSI-
SICh, YTOOBI BHITALLIUTL HEOONMBIIOH KAMEHDb, HaJlesICh KaXIbId
pa3 yBHUIETb Noj HUM To, yro uuleT. OHa NMOYTH Ha TPH
YeTBEpTH obolIa Kojleco, HO KaMHA He Hauuia. CyllecTByeT
JIM OH BoOGLIE?

— Xa!

OHa nosepHynachk. Tak CTpEMUTENBLHO, YTO NOTEPSUIA PaB-
HoBecHe M Goyle3HeHHO ymaya Ha KoneHM. CHayala oHa He
yBuzena TprcraHa, HO BOT ero rojioba NMosiBWIach NMOYTH Ha
YPOBHE 3¢MJIHM, H OHa BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO BHAE/Aa TaM KaHaBy.

— MHe kaxeTcsl, OH 31ecb, BHH3Y!

I'epra BcTaza M mogouuvia X HeMy. TpHCTaH CKIIOHWICH,
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3HeprMyHo oTOpachiBasg kaMHHU. [Tomoiinst X xpalo pa3spesa B
3emie, I'epTa ToXe yBUAEIa €r0: U3 NNIOYBBI BBIOMBAJICS TOJIBKO
KpaellekK, Terlepb pacuHileHHbIN OT KaMHe . CHHHIA, KaK U Te,
octanbHble. Ho Kak oHa ero nogHumer?

OT6pocuB KaMHH, TpHcTaH U3BIEK M€Y M IPHHSUICSA PYOUTH
3eMJII0, OTKHIBIBAsA B CTOPOHY KOMbS 3aTBEpAEBLICH IMIMHBI.
Ho paboTa OH HETOPOIUIMBO U OCTOPOXHO, YTO6HI HE MOBpe-
IUTb OpyXue.

I'epTa npoBena no J10y ThUIBHOM CTOPOHOIM JIATOHHU, CMa3aB
CO JMla 3alIUTHOe MOKphiTHe. OHa B OTYasgHHH CMOTpeJsa
BHU3, rae pabotan TpuctaH. OH MOXeT BHICBOGOAUTL KAMEHB,
Ja, HO KaK OHa €I'o OTTya BLITALIUT? A MIOTOM Beb HYXXHO e1é
NepeTaliuTh Ha MECTO. A CIJIBI COBCEM NOKUHYIH €€ Telo.

— Bor oH, neau! — TpUCTaH OTCTYNIII M CHOBa CyHYN Me4
B HOXHBI, TOBOJILHO IV Ha BHIKONAHHBIH KAMEHb.

Ho I'epra cyMena TOJIBKO NMPOXpHINETh:

— Bgepx... Kak ero mogusrs?

OHa npu3HaJia, YTO He B €€ CIIaX NOJHATh 3TOT KAMEHDb M3
paccennHbl. Ho Benb oHa oHa JOJDKHA 3TO cAenaTh, B 3TOM
oHa 6bU1a yBepeHa, 3Hajla 3TO C CaMOIo Hadyaja.

— EcTtp BepéBka, KOTOpOi#i mepeBsizaHbl BBLIOKH TBOEIo
noHM, — TpucTaH BCTajd, MoaxaB IyObl, U ITOCMOTpEJ] Ha
KaMeHb. — MOXHO BBITALUMTD C TIOMOLIBIO JIOLIAACH.

I'epra Murnyna. B ero cnoBax ects cMbIci. E€ Tak ogypma-
HWIA YCTaJIOCTh, YTO TaKasi BO3MOXHOCTh He NpHUXoAwia el B
ronoBy. [ToyyBCcTBOBaB NMpWIUB 3HEPrMH, OHAa BCKOYWIA H
HanpaBWIach Tyla, e JexXaiu BblokH. [la, Bep€BKa ecTh, U
npouHasi. Ho focratoyHo 1M npovHasi, 9To0bl BLIIEPXATh BeC
KaMH1, MOXHO Y3HaThb, TOJILKO NonpobosaB. O6epHYB BepEBKY
BOKDYT PyKH H IUle4a, I'epra npuHecsna e€ U 6pociia KoHel
Tpucrany.

OH 10BKO NMOOXBaTWI €r0 B BO3OyXe M HaKJIOHWICS, 0OBA-
3bIBasi KAMEHbB, UCIIOJIL3Ys1 BCE €I0 BLICTYIIBI, YTOOKI 3aKpENUTh
wHyp. HakoHell TTOAHSUT IOJIOBY M NIOCMOTpEJ Ha Heé€,

— IIpuBenu cpolo 1 Molo Jomanei, ¥ NIOCMOTPUM, KaK OHa
BBIACPXMUT.

E€ cobcTBeHHas cnokoitHas Jowanb, He NPHIHHAA HUKA-
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KHMX HENPHATHOCTEM, NOC/YLIHO NnoAolIa K KaHase. Ho KoHB
TpucTaHa NOMATWIACH, IOTSHYII Ha3al KOHell Y34bl, TPagULIA-
OHHELI «3¢eMHOI KOHEll» BCaIHHKAa-0o0iilla, 3aKkaTWI I1a3a M
dripkHyn. I'epra cibHee NOTSHYJA 3a Y31y U 06pagoBajach:
KOHb HaKOHEL-TO IOCJIyLIAJICS U HEOXOTHO IOLIEN 3a Heif.

TpucraH BBIOpasiCsT M3 pacceMHBl, OH yX€ 3aBfA3ajJl OAUH
KOHell BepéBKHM NeTJIEH M Hajen Ha por e€ cemna. IlotoM,
JepXa BTOpOHl KOHell B pyKe, BCKOYWI Ha CBOEro KOHS M
o6epHyN BEpEBKY BOKPYT POra CBOETo COGCTBEHHOTIO CEnJIa.

Ilo ero curHany o6e Jioliaau NMOTAHYIH, ¥ ['epTa yBUAea,
KaK TYTo, CJIOBHO TETHBa, HaTAHY/IaCh BepEBKA U IIPHXaJIach
K Kpaio paccenuHbl. OHa Tak 6osiach ycibllaTh TPeCK JIom-
HyBlueil BepéBku. Ho aToro He npousounto. Kous Tpucrana
1€ MEMJICHHO, 1Iar 3a 11aroM, e€ coOCTBeHHAs JIOLIAAh TOXE
1112 Briepél, M BEpEBKA OCTABAJIaCh TYTO HaTAHYTOM. A KAMEHD
BBICBOOOAWICS M3-TIOX 3€MJIU U IIOTHUMAJICA [0 CTEHE pacce-
JIMHBI, Llapanas 3Ty CTeHY M NpolenbiBasi B Heil Gopo3say.

M BOT HakoOHell OH NepeBalwics Yepe3 Kpail U ymaja y Hor
I'epThl. OHa TOpOIUIMBO MoaGexana K BEpEBKe, KpOMe He€,
HHUKOMY TalllUTh €TI0 Heb3A. TprucTaH MHIOM OKa3sajicd pSAOM,
oTtoABHHYN ['epTy U NpHHSICS OCBOOGOXIAaTh KAMEHb.

— Yo Teneps? I'me TOT npoxox, KOTOPBI HYXHO 3aKPbITh?
. Tepra nokayana rojioBoii.

— 3BT0 [omxHa caenaTth ! Mol rpex, Mo€ M Haka3zaHMe! —
OHa IOIbITaJ1ach IPOTUCHYTHCS MUMO HEro, yXBaTWIACh pyKa-
MH 32 BbIMa3aHHbIH 3eMIEH KaMeHb. JTO HO/DKHO OBITh
cIeslaHo, ¥ 3TO AOJDKHA cHesaTh oHa!

— Her, — ronoc ero foHocwics cioBHO u3aaieka. ['onosa
JEeBYLIKY ObUIa TaK 3aHATA HEOOXOAUMOCTBIO 3aBEPLINTD 3313~
4y, YTO OHa C TPYAOM ero ycibimiaga. — Eciu Tebe HyxXHO
npukKacaThesi, Xopolo. Ho nomMHHu, 51 ToXe cMOTpesl B MOPALI
XKabam.

— TloToMy 4TO 51 3aMaHMna Tebg, — I'epTa He MOHMMana,
YTO IUIayeT, NMOKAa He IIOYYBCTBOBAaJa Ha rybax CONEHBIH
NpUBKyc cné3. — Bcé€ caenana 1. OtnyctH MeHsA. KameHs
HYXHO IIOJIOXMTb Ha MECTO 0 3aKara!
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OH He oTBeTWI. HanpoTuB, HAXJIOHWICS, YXBATWI KAMEHD
obeMH pyKaMH, cobpall Bce CWIEI M KATHYJ1 KAMEHb 110 3eMJIe.
I'epTa ¢ KpMKOM OTYasTHMA pBaHyJach 3a HUM. OHa nepBoi
nobexana 1o KAMHS, BCIO CBOIO OCTAaBIIYIOCH SHEPTHIO BJIOXH-
Jia B TOTYOK M NOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO KAMEHb CIBUHYJICS TOJILKO
Ha HECKOJIBKO AIOHMMOB.

TpucTaH cCHOBa OKA3aiICs PAAOM C HeH.

— Mil BMecTe cpaxamuch 3nech, Jeg. 1 cHoBa Gynem
cpaxartbcsi BMecTe. S He 111 Toro oThicKai Tebs, HTOObI CHOBa
noTepsTh. ThI Oyaelns ABUTaTh KAMEHB, HO C MOEH IIOMOUILIO.
Ta cwia, yTo mnocinana Tebs, He MOXET OTBEPTHYTH MOIO
NoMolib!

I'epre He xBaTtano AbIXaHWsA, YTOOBI OTBETHTH eMy. OHa
TPyAWIach HajJ KaMHeM, U Telepb OH CIABHHYJCS Jierde,
PacKauMBasCh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. Ec/IM oHa He BBITIONHUT
BO3JIOXEHHYIO Ha He€ 3amady, TO nmocrpanaeT €€ nodb. Ho B
ONMHOYKY e He CHpaBHTLCS, Telepb OHa 6blIa B 3TOM
yBepeHa.

KameHs aBurasics tak MeayieHHo. CTaHOBWIOCH TEMHEE, U
3TO He Ty4YH cobHupanuce nepen Oypei, NpocTo MpHOIITKaIach
HO4Yb. A HOYBI0O ThMa OOpEeTET clUTy, eC/IM OHU HE CYMEIOT [0
3aKaTa MOCTAaBUTh KAMEHDb Ha MecTo. I'epTa Anllana TsoKeno
npepbiBUcTO. HakKoHell cieBa OKpLUICS HYXHBIA ITPOXOA.
TpuctaH cMeHWI MoJIOXEHHEe M BCTan 3a [epToii, 4TOGBI
JaBUTb Ha KaMeHb C 06eHX CTOpPOH.

I'epTe Ka3anock, YTO caMa 3eMJISI CONPOTHBIISETCA UM, YTO
OT OCHOBAaHMH KaMHEW ION3YT TCHH, CKphiBasi HEPOBHYIO
MOBEPXHOCTb M NMPENSITCTBUA,

— OcTanock COBCEM HEMHOTO, JieAH... — TpHcTaH ToXe
Abllian Tenepb Tsoxkeno. [TotoM omycTuicss Ha OAHO KOJIEHO,
NMpHXaJICcS K KAMHIO TUIEYOM.

— Oroiinn! — npukasai oH.

OHa yBMIena, KaK HampArioch €ro Tejao, Nnodarposeso
nuuo. OYeHs JOJITo Ka3anoch, 9T0 KAMEHb HAMEPTBO 3acTpsl
Ha Mecte. [ToToMm...

MensneHHo, Kadasich U3 CTOpoHBI B cTopoHy (I'eptra cMmoT-
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pena ¢ TPeBOroi, IpHXKaB OKpOBaBJIEHHWIE PYKH KO pTY),
KaMeHb MpOoNoji3 BNepéd M OCTAHOBWICH B CaMOM LIEHTpE
npoxoza.

HeoxymaaHHO HajleTesl BETep, XOJOOHLIA M OCTPBLIA, KakK
JIe3BMEe MedYa, BBMETHYJ OLEXAY AEBYLIKM, OpOoCHI B Ijla3za
neUtk. OTKy#a-To B 3TOM NLUTBHOM TYMaHe NMOSIBWIHCH PYKH,
noaxsaTwim 4 nopuepxanu e€. Ilocnapnuanoch jm el win
JEHCTBUTEILHO B BOE€ BETPa NIPO3BYdYall CTPAHHBIH XOp ropTaH-
HbIX NnpoxiaTuii? Winu oHa Toasko BooGpasmwia 310?

OHna ¢ TpynoM JepXaiach Ha HoraXx. TpHcTaH 4yTh JIM He Ha
pyKax BbIHEC €€ 3 BOJOBOPOTA ILUTH U LIyMa M NIOHEC K KYCTY,
noJ KOTOPBIM IIPSTAach KOP3HHA ¢ DnbdaHop.

Betep cTix, u I'epra ycnblinana Apyroi 3ByK — OTYasAHHBIN
wiay pe6EHka. TpucTaH OomycTWI €€, M OHa 3aToponuiachk K
KXonwi0enu. Bhulo elé He TEMHO, CYMEpPKH TOJBKO Hadasid
cryuiarees. ['epTa cxBaTiiia KOp3HHY B PYKH H OITYyCTHIACh Ha
xonenu. OnHOM pyKoii IpykuMasi K cebe pe6EHKa, IpyToii oHa
OTBEpPHYJIa ofeslo. DiabdaHop NpoaoIXaja KpHYaTh.

I'epta cMoTpena Ha He€ — M HUYero He Buaeia. M3 ras eé€
JIWIKCH CNIE3b], JOJDKHO OBITH, MX BOCHAJIWIH NECOK U BeTep.
I'epra oTYasHHO MMTaJIA, NLITASACH MPOSCHUTH 3peHue. Ho BoT
OHa HaKoHell CMOIJIa BCE SICHO pas3jIMYUTh.

. JIuno e€ moyepu pacKpacHeNIoCh OT YCWIHH, IJ1a3za ObUIH
IUIOTHO 3aKphiThbl, OHa KpHYaja M pa3MaxuBaja B BO3OyXe
CXaTbIMHM Ky/layKaMH, KOTOpble yMyApHIach BLICBOOOAUTb.

KpacHoe nuuo, Ho...

Crpax I'epThl paccesicsa. 910 He nogMeHu! OHa nobeau-
na! [Ipoxiarue cHaTo. [N1a3a pe6EHKa OTKpbUIHMCh. TEMHBIE, HO
HHUKAKOIO YYXIOro 3HaHHs B HMX, TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK Ha
NOKpacHeBleH KoXe HHKAKMX YelIyeK.

— CaobogHa! OHa cBoboaHa! — kpukHyna I'epra, kavas
J[EeBOYKY BMECTE C KOJIBIOENbIO, NpuxuMas e€ K cebe. Ha ruteyn
eii nernyu Kpenkue pyku. OHa CMYTHO NMOYYBCTBOBaJla, KaK B
He€ BIMBaeTcsA HOBasl Ca, OHa 6obllie He OfHA.

— TrI ocBOOOANNA €€, — YETKO NMPO3BYYAIH PSINOM CJOBa
Tpucrana.
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I'epTa moBepHYya rojIoBY ¥ NOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, 6aronap-
HOCTBb TTOJHMMAJIach B Heif, KaK IUtaMs.

— Tonpko ¢ Tobo# A cMOIJIa 3TO CHeNaTh.

— Tol gyMaeurs, s MOT He TIOMOYb Tebe? — OH CMOTpEJ Ha
Heé CTPOro M XECTKo B yxoasieM cBere. Ho Ha caMoM gene
TpucTaH He TakoB, Temnepb OHa 3TO 3HaeT. Y Bmepsmrle 3a
MHOTHE IHH, MeCAIbl, OaXe IroAbl, HACKOJLKO OHa MOXET
MoMHUTh, 'epTa oTKa3anach oT cBoeif He3aBUCHMOCTH, NOIpy-
311ach B 6€30MaCHOCTDb €ro NMOANEPXKH M NMPUCYTCTBHA..

— Tonwko ¢ TO60I1, — MoBTOpWIAa OHAa HerpoMko. U mo
BHE3aITHO CMATYMBIIMMCH IybaM M 6JIecKy B I71a3ax INOHSIA,
YTO OH ycasllnan. — MHoruM oaapmwia MeHs I'yHHopa, U Bce
€€ napbl XOpOLIH.

— Jla 6ynmeT nmpocaBiieHO €€ MMs, — CKa3aJl OH TOTraa, XOTs
I'yHHOpa — XpaHHUTENbHMIIA XEHCKOH CHWIBI M MYXYHHBI
HHUKOIIa He MOKJIOHSUTHCH eii. — OHa MHOroe Jjajia HaM B 3TOT
yac. Jleny, TeMHeeT, He nopa JIM HaM MATH?

I'epra B3msAHyNa Ha Onabdanop. 'HeB, oxXxBaTHUBLIMH €€,
KOrfla OHa cpaxajlach C CWwiaMd TbMbI, npoluén. JeBoyka
COHHO MHraia.

— Jla! — BocxnukHyna I'epra. — IloiinéM — momoit!

W Takasa panocTh oTpa3wiach y Hero Ha Jimie, yro Iepta
noayMasa: Gonblie eif XejaTb HeYero.
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C 6razodaprocmuio k¥ HHzpud, 6e3 uveil
nomow,u ama KHuza HUK020a He NoABUNLACH Obl.

1

Jlonrne BeyepHHe CyMEpPKH OTPAcCTWIH Y KaXIOro KycTa
InvHHbIe TeHU. Kescy B3aparuBaia, XoTs oxera OpuUia TeIUio:
B CTEraHOE NMaJIbTO U OpIOKH noBepx canor. O0yBb, Ka3ajocs,
€ KaXXBIM 111aroM BC€ ITTy0Xe NorpyXajaach BO BJIaXHYI0 OYBY
TopdbsHUKa, pACKMHYBIIETOCS JO CAMbIX 3aTSHYThIX TYMAaHOM
XOJIMOB BAasieKe. MeCTHOCTD BhIIVISIAENIA KaKOi-TO Hepeaslb-
HO, TIOYTH YTPOXaIollleii, Ho OHa He cOGHpaTach MOBOPaYHBATh
Ha3an. TonbKo Kpemde cXaja 3yObl M IUIOTHEe B3sUlach 3a
He6oJb10e Bepo, KOTOpOe Hecia B pyke. MoxXeT, cerogHs eif
TIOBE3ET: OHAa PELUMTENIBHO OTKa3bIBajlaCh CHABAaThCS U IpH-
3HaTh BCE 3TH pacCKa3bl.

Iloxa 4To OHa He BHIEJA B OKpyXalolleM HU4ero Impekpac-
HOIO WIM BHYUIHUTE/ILHOTO, XOTS C M30BITKOM HaYHTalach
M3IHUSIHUHA TYpPUCTHYECKMX OpouIlOp-NMyTeBOAUTENEH 00 3THX
CEeBEPHBIX LWIOTJIAHACKMX Haropbsax. HanpoTus, eii gaxe Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO OHa HAXOAUTCA B MyCThIHE, B KOTOPOi €€ OXHAacT
KakKasi-TO HesiCHas yrpo3a. B TakoM MecTe BIIOJIHE MOXHO
TNIOBEPHTD B YEPHLIX IICOB M GellleHBIX KOHE aja, B CYIIECTBO-
BaHME MOTYCTOPDOHHHX cWwiI. Buaur 6or, oHa IDOCTAaTOYHO
HacJyuiajach TaKMX MCTODHI, KOTIa X paccKa3bIBIM Y o4ara.
Ho ceityac-to oHa He B TEmwoii M 6Ge3onacHoii, Xopollo
OCBELIEHHOH KOMHare.

JeByl1Ka ¢ onackoi NpHCIylIMBaJIach K BEUEPHUM LIIyMaM.
3anassia nucMLA, Ha KaKoi-To Jai€koi ¢epMe oTo3Bajach
cobaka. 3TH 3ByKH TOJIbKO 0GOCTPWIH OLIylIEHHE OTHHOYEC-
TBa, ¥ Kencu HerpoMko 3amnena. 9to 6pU1a NMPOCTO MeJIoAu,
6e3 c0B, KOTOpOM OHa BCErda YCIIOKAaMBacT PAaHEHBIX WIM
HMCIYTaHHBIX XHBOTHBIX... TyT KesicH cHOBa nodyBcTBoBasia
ropsTYUi THEB, KOTOPBIH OXBATWI €€ ABA AHA Ha3al, KOTaa oHa
yBUAE/NA Ty YXacHYI0 JIOBYWUKY H B Heil OKpOBaBJIEHHBIH
KJIOYOK MeXa ¢ ABYMS KOTTSIMHU: KOIIIKa Neperphi3nia cebe jary,
4yT0OBl OCBOGOAUTECA.
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Ona Tenepb HY Ha 4YTO He NPUroJHa, CKa3ajiu €, OXOTHMKH
TIPMKOHYAT €€ elE A0 TOro, KAK HaYHYT ATHUTbCA OBLLI. JTOT
Heiin MakAnaMc Tak caMoyBepeH!

Ho Kencu Buaena XxUuUIHHKA, HA KOTOPOTro OH OXOTWICA.
CaMKa, NPUYEM CKOpPO JOJDKHA NMPUHECTH KoTAT. Buepa nme-
BYLIKA HCKaJa €€ cjedbl B OIUKOH MECTHOCTM Ha CKJIOHAax
xoJiMoB. TeTepeBOB MHOXECTBO, OHA BCITYTHYJIA LiEJIblii BBIBO-
IIOK, U 3TO TOX€ NPOTUBOPEYMT paccKa3aM o0 3THX MECTax...

Kencu ynpsamo cxana ry6bl, BCIOMHHAs paccKashbl y KAMH-
Ha, He NPUHOCUBIIHME € HH MaIeHlIero YIOBOJbCTBUA.
Br16pakoBKa OJICHBETO CTala B MPOLUIOM roay (Tak oHHM 3TO
Ha3bIBAIOT; Mo4YeMy Obl cpa3y He cKa3aTh: YOMICTBO HEBUH-
HbIX). Wy BeINycKaloT NTUILL B HEGO U CTPEJISIOT B HUX... U 3TO
Ha3bIBaeTcs cropt!

Tenepb OHa 3HaeT, YTO HHUKOTOA HE CMOXET XHThb 3[€Ch.
HyxHo Gynet nmpoaaTh IOM M...

YyTs BbILIIE 110 CKJIOHY XOJIMa U3 KYCTOB ITOSIBWIACh pocias
¢durypa U LieJleHanpaBIeHHO ABUHYJAch TyAa Xe, Kyaa Livia |
aeBylka. HeBo3MoXHO OLIMOUTBCS — 3TO YEJIOBEK C PYXKbEM.
A OXOTHTCS OH Ha...

Kencu nobexana. BT1o BcE-Taku €€ 3eMJIsl, M Y HE€ ecThb
TpaBo pellaTh, KTO O Heil MOXET XOAUTh, IPaBO He AJOBEPATD
T06YXIEHHSIM 3TOTO YeJIOBEKA.

Brniepeny oHa yBHAe/a CTOSTYHE KAMHH — TaK MX Ha3bIBAIOT
B 30CLIHMX MeCTaX, XOTA B CTapMHY IOYTH BCc€ OHM OLLIH
OINPOKHMHYTHI CTAPAHHSIMH LiepKBH. KaK ypok TeM, KTo Lieris-
€Tcs 3a CTaphle BpeMeHa H OOnYMaM, M NpeaynpeXIeHue TeM,
KTO HHTepecyeTcs 3anpeTHbIM. CTOSIMMM OCTUIHUCH TOJILKO
TPH KaMHs, OHH 00pa30BLIBAJIM YIVIOBaTYIO apKy: OQHH Ipyco
BRIpDYOJIEHHBIN KaMeHb Jiexal Ha AByX Apyrux. UMeHHo Tyna
M 1Iarajl HapylLIUTe/Ib €€ IPaHHIlL.

Tenepps OHa NMOYTH NOPABHSIACH C HUM.

KoneuHo, 310 Heilin. OHa noueMy-To ¢ caMoro Hayania 31o
3Hana. JloByllka He cpaGoTajia, M OH pelIWI NPHKOHYHTD
paHeHoe XMBOTHOe M3 pyxbs... Ha e€ 3emie! Hukoraa!

[lo3agn kaMHe# pasaaics Boit. B HEM cinllnannch ¥ 6o,
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M HEHaBHCTb, M PELIMMOCTb COXpPaHHUTh cBobomy. YesmoBek
NnogHsAN pyXxbé, Kencu 6pocunace Brepén, Ho CoTKHyacs. A
elBa ycIliesla 3aJeTh PYKOil pyXb€, MO3TOMY BBICTPE] YLIEN B
CTOpOHY.

— Tr1 YTO 3TO AEnaelIb! — B royoce 3By4as rieB, Ho Kescu
CMOTpe/ia He Ha YeJoBeKa: MpAMO Iepel apKoii cuaesia Jukas
xolka. CaulKoM cnabad WiM paHeHasl, YyToObl 6exaTh, OHA
CMOTpeJia Ha HUX ¢ HEHaBHMCTBIO H PEUIMMOCTBIO cpaXaTbCs
10 CMEPTH.

— IIpekpatu! — Kencw, 3aasxasach, Bctana. — OcTaBb 3Ty
Gennary B okoe! Pa3Be He HOCTaTOYHO ThI €€ U3MY4HI?

— IlpexpaTty, Thl, AeBYOHKA! — THEBHO OTBETWJ OH. —
TBoit 3Bepp — Bpeautenb. OH NEPENOPTUT BECHOH HaM
SITHAT...

OH cHOBa NMOOHAT PyXbE, H B 3TOT MHTI H3-3a 00JIaKoB
IpOpBaJIach JIyHa H OCBETWIA apKy ¥ CKOPYUBLIYIOCS IO Hel
xouuky. Ha aTor pa3 Kesicu npousee aepxanach Ha Horax. OHa
6pociwia CBOI0O KOpP3HHY M O0EMMH PYKAMM YXBaTWiach 3a
pyXné. MakAnaMc yBepHyJic, H e€ 6allIMaK CKOJb3HYJ IO
n1yboko morpysuBlieMycs B Topd KamHlo. Kynak ynapun eé
IO JIMLIY, ASBYLIKY pa3BepHYJO, U, KpH4a oT 60/ ¥ THEBa, OHA
ynaja B apKy, KyAa 3a MTHOBEHH€ JI0 3TOIo NPLITHY/Ia paHeHast
KOlUKAa. YapuBLIKCh IojIoBoii o kaMeHb, Kencu nokaruwiach
yepe3 OTBEPCTHE B KPYT YMAaBLIMX CKaJl.

* ok %

BHayase Kesncu olyTmia Tervio M, He OTKphIBag IJ1a3, 4yTh
TOBEpPHYJIACh, YTOOBI BCE JIMI0 ObUIO 0OpallEHO K 3TOMY TEILTY.
Ho paxe oT Takoro JIErKoro ABWKEHHs B T0JIOBE BCITBIXHYJIA
6o/1b, M ACBYLIKA 3acCTOHaNA. PAIOM 4YTO-TO LIEBEIbHYIIOCH,
LiepoxoBaTasi MArkasi MOBEPXHOCTb IOTEpJach o6 €€ IEKY.
Kencu oTxpmUla I1aza M TYT Xe 3aMUraja: B HUX yoapwi
COJTHEYHBIN JTyd.

OHa BecbMa CMYTHO NOMHWIA CBOE MaficHHe, Nocjie KOTo-
poro Hactynwia TbMa. Ho Beib 3T0 He HO4b Ha LIOTAAHACKOM
Haropbe — 3T0 AeHb! Heyxenu oHa nponexaina tak goiro? A
Heiin? OHa npunogHsiace Ha JIOKTE H OCMOTpENach.
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Kak oHa ciona nonana? KamMHH, BekaMu BajIgBIIMecs Ha
3eMJIe IO TOTo, KaK OHa ymajia MeXAy HMUMM, TeIlepb CTOSUIH
TIpIMO, CJIOBHO CTpaXHHMKH. OT Ompkaiiiiero KaMHs, Y KOTO-
POro OHa Jiexajla, H MCXOAWIO TO NMPHATHOe TeIvio. Bokpyr
TpaBa — He XE€cTKasd IIETHHUCTasd M rpydasd, KaKyio OHa
TIOMHUT, HET, 3Ta HIXE U BCSA HcneulpeHa narHaMu. Kak 6ya-
TO MOX. M X€mro-Genple LBeThl, Mo ¢opMe IOXOXHE Ha
TIONBINAHbI, HO TaKHUX TIONLIIAHOB OHa HUKOIAA HE BHIea.
Cpeoy HMX MeJIbKAJIM SpKHE KPbUIBIIIKH HaCEKOMBIX.

— Ppppoyyy... — Keicu noBepHyZia ToJIOBYy H CHOBA
BCKPHKHY/a OT OonH. PsmoM cHaena KolUKa, BBUIM3bIBAs
TNOKAJICYEHHYIO JIally U BpeMsS OT BpeMEHHM INocMaTpuBas Ha
JEBYLIKY, KaK OyATO MOHHUMas, YTO MOXET €i MOMOYb.

Kop3auHa Basisinach B pyTe OT He€, U AeBYLIKA NPOTAHYNA K
HeH PYKY, XOTs KaXAoe IBIDKEHHE BbI3bIBAJIO HOBLIH NPHCTYTI
601u B rosioBe. Kencu ocTopoxHO olymiajia KOXY ¥ BOJIOCH Ha
ronoBe. BinaxHo. IlogHecss manpLbl K I1a3aM, OHa yBHAc/a
APKO-aJyIo KpoBb. JleByllIKa MOTJIa JIMLIB YyTh IIPUKACATLCA K
paHe, HO €il NOKa3aJoCh, YTO OHAa IOBEPXHOCTHas, CKOpee
BCETo 3TO NMPOCTO LiapalliHa ¥ COApPaHHas KoXa.

ITopsiBUIMCH B KOP3HHE, OHA JOCTaJia OTTyAa aHTUOGHOTH-
YeCKYIO Ma3b H MapJlio — BCE 3TO OHA N'OTOBWIA AJIs1 paHEHOTO
XHBOTHoro. M ceifyac nepBbIM AeJIOM IOAEIIWIACEH C KOLIKOIM.
Ta TonapKo Ipeaympexaalollle 3aBopyajia, KOraa OeByLIKA
cMasaja el Jlamy To# Xe Ma3blo.

JBuUTraThCA €l no-rnpexHeMy 6suT0 TpyaHO. Peakue noBopo-
Tl TOJOBBI BHIBLIBATH HE TOJIBKO 00Jb, HO W IIPUCTYIIHI
TOWIHOTHI. [lo3TOMy, MOKOHYMB C CEAHCOM BOEHHO-TIOJICBOM
xupyprus, Kescu npucinoHumnaces K KaMHIO, KOTOPBIH KaKuUM-
TO HEBEpPOSATHBIM 06pa3oM BHIPOC M3 38MJIM, U C HHTEpECOM
ocMoTtpenacs. Kollika cuzeia Ha HEKOTOPOM YIaJIeHHH OT He€,
JIM3aJ]a paHeHYIO0 JIaly, HO He YXOOuia.

Teneps y Kesncn nosBwiack BO3MOXHOCTb OCMOTPEThCS
TIOBHUMaTeJIbHee, U OHA MIPUHSUIACH PAa3IIAAbIBaTh OKPYXalo-
1IIyI0 MECTHOCTbD, IPHIIYPUB H3-3a COJIHUA M1a3a. [lanbTo OHa
yXe CHSUIa U3-3a HEOOLIYHOTO TeIUla, TeNMeph XOTENOCh CHATh
M CBUTCD.



TEMLIA NeTHHH KeHb, KAKHX HUKOrga He 6wviBasio B ben
Bnsiip. Ho TaM HUKOrma He pociio ¥ TAKUX LBETOB, KOTOphIE
3[ech MATKO IIOKAYHBAIOTCS IMOA APAa3sHAIIMMHM NajbLaMH
JIETKOro BeTepka. A KaMHH — KaK OHHM CHOBa OKa3alMCh
BEPTHKAIbHBIMH?

KoHe4Ho, Bc€ 3TO MOXET 0Ka3aThCs WUTIO3HEH, 2 HA CAaMOM
JieJie OHa NMO-TpeXHEMY JIEXHT C pa36UTOM IroIoBOil B TEMHOTE
Y KaMH$, O KOTOpHIi yaapwiach npH magmeHuM. Ho... Bcé
Ka3aJJoCh TAKHM peabHbIM!

Kourka nmepecTana iM3aTh JIally ¥ H3[ajla HETPOMKHMH rop-
noBoii 3ByK. [loToM nogouuia X 6poiuieHHoMy Kescu nanbsTo
M CTajla LapanaTrh €ro, CJIOBHO YTO-TO HCKaja.

A Kejicu, NOKOHYMB C JIeYeHHEM, NepecTana 60poThes ¢
olIylie HHEM INTYOOKOM YCTaJIOCTH M 3aKphUia IV1a3a, HO OTOM
elé OBaXXabl HEOXMAAHHO OTKPHIBAJIA MX, CJIOBHO ITHITAJIACH
TIOANIANETD, KaK MeHseTca TanawadT. OMHaKO TOT OcTaBajICA
Bc€ TEM Xe: BEepTUKAJIbHbIE CHHEBaTble KAMHH, 1IBETHI, Heec-
TecTBeHHOe Tervlo. K TOMy Xe OeBYLIKY HadyHHajIa MYyYHTb
Xaxna.

Ecnu oHa geilictBUTENbHO Ha xoinMe ben Bnsiip, rae-to
HegajleKo OT KaMHeil HoJDkeH ObITh pydeii. M1 MuIchb o Bofe,
OploLIeii M3-1oJ 3eMJIM, 3aCTaBUJIa €€ MPOBECTH A3LIKOM IO
nepecoxmuM ry6am. Bopa...

Kesicu He nbITaj1ach BCTaTh, AaXe NepeABIDKCHUE HA YEeTBE-
pEHbKaX BbI3BIBANIO Y Heé TomHOTy. Ho HeBylika ymopHo
3acTaB/IsUIa TeJIO JBUTAThCS OT KAMHEH B CTOPOHY, Tlie JOJDKEH
ObU1 HaXOOUTHCS pYdeH.

OnHako pyubs He 6bpuUt0. Ilo KpaitHeit Mepe TaM, Iie OHa
oxmaana. JleBylIka CHOBA Jieria — cpedH 3apocieil JUKHX
LIBETOB, OT CWILHOIO apoMaTa KOTOPHIX rojioBa KpyXHJIach
ew€ Goiplie.

Bona — ¢ xaXabiM MTHOBEHHEM IHMTh XOTEJIOCh BCE CHIIb-
Hee. 1 TyT eil mokasajock, YTO OHa BCE-TAKH CJIBILIHUT
XypuyaHHe. MoxeT, OHa ABMrajach He Tyaa, Kyaa Hago. Kencu
CHOBA C TPYAOM IIPUIIOJHSIIACh M Ha YEeTBEPEHbKAX IOMNoJI3ja
Ha 10T. Y yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEH M e MICTBUTEILHO YBHIE-
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Jla BOAy: NpsIMO Tepen Heil 3eMid Kpyro oOpriBajach K
HeOONBLUIOMY OMYTY, H3 KOTOPOTO BLITEKANl py4e€K, Xypya
cpeay NMOPOCIIMX MXOM KaMHeEM.

OnuH pa3 Gone3HeHHo ynas, Kencu pnoOpanach Do Kpas
OMYTa M cTajla IIUTh M3 ropcTeii Ype3BbI4aiHO XOJIOAHYIO BOAY,
CJIOBHO TOJILKO YTO pacTasBiIMii JI€R. XoJoA MpPOSACHWI ei
TOJIOBY, M OHa yMbUIach, M30erasd NMpHTparuBaThes K pane. U
BIIEPBBIE C TOTO BpEMEHH, KaK NpHIILIA B cebs, NOYyBCTBOBaJA,
YTO CHOBA CTajla caMa coboii.

Ha Ben baaiip Takoro oMyra HeT, KaK HET M CTOSMHUX
xaMHel. Torna rae xe ona? [lo-npexHeMy BO BIacTH raJUTIO-
LIMHAIlMK, BBI3BAaHHONM ynapoM rojioBoii o kaMeHn? Henb3s
noAgaBaThCcA MAaHUKE, a MAHUKA BO3HUKAET KaK pa3 OT TaKUX
MEICTIEli 1 BOIIpOCOB 6e3 oTBeTa. OHa BIIOJIHE B cebe, XOTS BeCh
MHD KPYTOM H3MEHWICS.

Kencu cHsina py6aliky, KOTOPYI0O HOCWIa IOl CBUTEPOM,
HaMO4WWIa B XOJIOAHOM BOJie, BbDKajla M TIEpEBsI3alia €10 ToJIOBY.
W BnepBrie obpaTia BHUMaHHE Ha MeJbKaHME KpacokK Mo
IpYTYIO cTOpoHy npyna. TaM moa rpy3oM TEMHO-KPACHBIX STo[
Crubajch BETBM KyCTa — Ha HHUX ITHpOBAIM NTHULBI, He
obpaiass HIKAKOTO BHUMaHUs Ha JEBYUIKY.

OTO He TeTepeBa, OHAa BOOOLLE TAKMX NTTHI] He Buaeaa. OnuH
BUJ, C 30JIOTOH IPYAKON U PO30BBIMHM KpBUIBSIMHM, APYTOH C
SIPKO-3€JIEHBIMH NEPbAMH, a TAKHE IUTIOMaXH JeBYILIKA BHIE/IA
TOJBKO HA MAaBJIHHAX.

Aropapl... nyma...

M — xak paHblle Xaxna — Tenepb Ha He€ obGpyinwics
ronoa. OHa nocneuHo o6exana npya. IITUIBI TOMBKO cierka
OTJIETENH, HO Ha KPBUIO He MOAHSUIHCDH, KaK OHa aAyMana. Kencu
NoTAHy/a 3a 6MMXailIylo BeTBL M HaOpaja MOJIHYI0 IOpCcTh
siron. Cnagxvue ¥ OAHOBpeMEHHO 4yTh Tepnkue. [lonpo6Gosas,
JeBYLIKAa NPUHsUIACh COOMpaTh AroAsl M HabuBaTh UMH poT. U
C TeX Xe BEeTBEH KIeBAIH Aroibl ocMeJieBIINEe IITHLBI.

JlBe WM TPH NTHILIBI C TOTYObLIMH C METAJUTMYECKUM Gec-
KOM KPLUIBSIMH YyTh OTVIETE/IM B CTOPOHY U HabmoAaM 3a Heil
— OHM BOBce He 60sUIHCh NEBYIIKH, 2 CMOTPENH TaK, CIOBHO
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OHa — 3arajka, KOTOpyl0 OHM JOJDKHBI peuinTbh. Hakonen
OIHA K3 HHUX B3JIeTeNIa H ycTpeMWIach B He06o, CoJHLIe ocBeLla-
JIo €€ BEJIMKOJIENIHbIe KPbUIbS.

Kouika... Kesicu B3mIsiHy 1a Ha IITHI, KOTOpble 6eccTpalllHo
KJIeBaJId Arofbl Ha pacCTOSHHMM BBITSHYTOH PYKH OT He€.
MoxeT, KOLIIKa paHeHa TsIKeJiee, YeM eif II0Ka3aoch BHavYae;
IeBYLIKA MMOBEPHYJAch, COOMpasCh BEPHYThCA K HEOOBACHH-
MOMY KpyTy KaMHeil. BBepx no cKjI0HYy OHa 1U1a OCTOPOXHO,
1IUIa YXe He Ha YeTBepeHbKaX, XOTS 3eMJIS B IVla3aX BCE eulé
YyTh NOKa4YMBasiack. JJo6paBLIKCh OO Bepxa momgbéMa, Kencu
ocMoTpeiiack. BoT XxenToBato-4€pHoe NATHO €€ nambro. le-
BYILKA 3aTOPONWIACh K HEMY, COCPeJOTOYMBIINCH Ha ofieXIe,
a He Ha TOM, YTO BO3JI¢ Heé.

OpHaxko Korjaa e€ TeHb yraja Ha Kpaii NajIbTo, MOCIbIIAJICS
TOHKMI ITMCK U TYT Xe Tpeaymnpexaaiollee perdanue. U Kencu
yBUOEa KOTSIT — JBOMX, MAJIEHBKHX, CJIETIBIX, KOLIKA TOJIBKO
YTO KOHYWIA BbUIM3BIBATh HX.

KeJsicH NoHHMaJIa, YTO ceifyac MOAXOAMTH K KOTSATaM HeJlb-
35; KOLUKa TMepecTaja pbl4aTh, HO BpSA JIH IO3BOJIUT
NpUOIU3UTHCS K CBOEMY ceMelicTBY. JleBylIKa HerpOMKO 3aro-
BOpMJIa, TIPOM3HOCS Te Xe CJIOBa, KOTOphle MHOIO pa3s
HCIIO/Ib30BaJIa B BeTEPHHAPHOM JiedeGHMLlE JOKTOpa ATJecca,
rae pabotasa caHUTapKoOM.

— Xopolias 1eBoYKa, yMHas J€BOYKA... — OHa MpHCEa Ha
KOPTOYKH, CIIMHOM K OOHOMY M3 KaMHEil, H pasIsaabiBajia
MaJIeHbKOe ceMeicTBo. — Kakme Muible KoTsTa, XopouIas
OEeBOYKA...

M TyT meByllIKa B3IPOTHYJIA OT BOIUIS, KOTOPLIH HCXOAMI He
OT KOLIKM H €€ ceMelicTsa. Hoxoxc Ha KpHK HM3MYy4YeHHOM
cobaku, Ho Kescn TyT Xe moHsula, 4TO 3TO He TakK. Borwis
npo3By4ai ABaxabl. Kolllka npikajia ylu K depelny, cy3uia
ma3a. Kescu 3agpoxana gaxe 1noj ropsdMMH JIydaMH COJTHIA.
OHa noBepHyzach M MOCMOTpEJIa Ha XOJIMBI, Ha OKpyXaloli1e
ux xaMHHU. KpuK nocnbinascs B TpeTHii pas, Grxe u pesue,
CJIOBHO OXOTHHK BBILIEJ Ha ciiel. JleByllKa ocMOTpenach B
TIOUCKAX OPYXHs, XOTh Kakoii-To 3awuthl. HakoHel noara-
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1WA NATBTO, Ha KOTOPOM YCTPOWIAch KOIIKA, H BbICBOGoA I
nosic. [Io6MM30cTH HET HH MOAXOASIUEN MaMKW, HH KaMHS,
TOJIBKO 3TO MOXET MOCTYXUTh OPYAHEM 3alUTHI.

Kpuk nochpnnanca B YeTBEPTHIN pa3, H MOABWIOCH CAMO
CylIecTBO — BHaYaJle IPOCTO KaK YEPHOE NATHO, OTAE/IMBLIE-
ecst OT KycTa. A XorJa oHO nmpubnuswiocs, Kencu ¢ tpynom
caepxana Kpuk. Cobaka?

Her, o Taxux cobakax oHa He ciabiana! Ilouru ckener,
peé6pa sicHo 6pUTH BUAHBI Mof Koxei. IlacTs paspesana yepen
Ha OBe TPETH, U3 HE€ TOpYaJl KPacHBIH fA3BIK, C HETO Kanaja
CJIIOHA U Oenas neHa. JJTMHHbIE HOTH COCTOSUTH OYZITO M3 OAHUX
KOCTell ¢ HaTAHYTOH MOBEPX HUX KOXEH, U CyllecTBO ABHUIa-
Joch BHepén He CTPEMHTEJIbHO, a -YKpaaKoM, CJIIOBHO
BBICJIEXXHBAJIO JOOLIMY, He XeJasl BHIITYCKATh €€ U3 BUAY.

Kencn npunoaHsiack, NMPUKWMasich IUIEIOM K KaMHIO,
CBOOONHBIN KOHELl Iosica CBHCAJ M3 €€ pyKM, Ipyroi oHa
IUIOTHO OoGepHyJia BOKPYT KMCTH. YCIBIIAB phlYaHHe, OHA
OIVIIHY/IaCh Ha KOWIKy. Ta 3akpblla CBOMM TEJIOM KOTST,
epcTh €€ BBI3BIBAIOLE OLIETHHWIAach. M XOTH omnMpanachk
KOILIKA JIMIIb Ha 3[0pPOBbIE JIaIlbl, SICHO OBUIO, YTO OHa
TIPUTOTOBWIACH K CXBaTKe.

Cobaka He ycTpeMHIach cpa3y Bnepén, Kak qymana Kencw.

-HanpoTuB, XMIIIHUK OCTAHOBWICA B HECKOJBKMX lIarax OT
KaMEeHHOTIO Kpyra. OTKHHYB Ha3ajl T'OJIOBY, 3B€Pb BHOBb UCITyC-
TWI BO#{; KaK OyaTo NpH3bIBasg ToBapHilei no oxore. U xora
OEeBylIKA M Kowka ObutM coBceM cnabpi, Kencu pelnmna
" 0Ka3aTh XOTA Gbl CHMBOJIMYECKOE COIIPOTHBJICHHE.

Ilocnpiayncss OTBETHBI KpUK — He BOH, a CKOpee OTBET
CJIOBaMM, KOTODBIX AEBYlLIKAa He NoHsuia. M m3-3a KycToB
TNOABWICS BCaAHMK Ha Jiowaau. Kejcu B U3yMJICHHH 3aTania
IOLIXaHHe.

Jlowans — WIM Kakoe-TO Apyroe, NMoxoxee XHUBOTHOE —
ToXe HalloOMMHaJa XOAS4Yuii ckeseT. [71a3a B 4epene — siMbl,
B KOTOPBIX IBUIAJIO 3€JIEHOBAaTO-XENTOE IUIaMsA. A BCaIHHUK
6bL1 TaK 3aKyTaH B IUIAll, YTO aGCOMIOTHO HEBO3MOXHO 61U10
MOHATB, YTO 3TO 32 cyllecTBO. HO y BHOBB MOsIBUBLIETOCS BCE-
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Taku 6bUIM TTa3a, ¥ Kescu sBHO 3aMHTepecoBaa ero. Pyxoit
B TNepYaTKe OH NOIHSUT KAKOH-TO CTepXeHb M HalleIWI ero Ha
JIeBYLIKY C XOJIOAHOM yBEepeHHOCThIO — C Takoii MakAnmamc
LIEJIWICS B KOHIKY.

Y Kescu He 6bU10 faxe BpeMEHH CIIPATATLCS 32 KAMHEM; U3
CTEepPXHS BhIpBaoch IwiaMsa. OQHAKO XapKas cTpyd 0 He€ He
nojnetesna. OroHb CJIOBHO YAApWICA B HEMPOHHLAEMYIO CTEHY
cpasy nepeji KaMHSIMH, Pa3/IWICS IO Hel KpaCHbIMM OphI3raMu
M McyYe3, OCTaBHB IOJIOCKY MACISIHHCTOIO IbIMa, KOTOPBIH,
OBICTPO PacTBOPSACH, NMOIUILLUT B YHCTOE HEBO.

Cobaka 3aBbUIa U oOexXasia, MpU4EM He MPSAMO K IeBYLIKe,
HO OKpyXasi KAMHH, KaK OyATo McKaja JBeph WIH OTBEPCTHE,
KOTOpoe Jajio ObI JOCTYT K XepTBe. CeKyHay WIH ABE BCATHHUK
ocraBaiIcs HenoABXeH. [IoTOM ¢ MOMOLIBIO Y3451 HOBEPHYII
CBOE XMBOTHOE HaJIeBO U TMPUCOEXHMHWICS K cobake B Heno-
HATHOM KPYXXE€HHMH BOKDPYT KPeNOCTH, B KOTOPYIO 3TH JBO€ HE
MOTJIH TIPOHMKHYTb.

KeJicH Kpenko AepXajlach pyKoii 3a KaMeHb U TIOBOpaYHBa-
JIa TOJIOBY, CJlelsl 3a 3TUM KpyxXeHHeM. CaMa oHa Oe3 BCAKOIo
TpyJa MOKHUHYJA 3TOT KPYT U IIOTOM BEpHYJACh B HETO, a 3TH
JBOE CJIOBHO HATKHY/IHCh Ha CTEHY.

HM3ymwneHue cMeHWIOCh NMAHMKOM M cTpaxoM. Ine oHa?
Cxopee Bcero B OONbHHIIE, CTpajas Ta/UIIOLMHALMAMH OT
yaapa no ronose. Ho Benp 3aech BCE Tak peabHO!..

Cobaka npoaopkajia pa3sapaXéHHO, BOPWIMBO JIadATh, KaK
6yATO He NMOHHMMaJa, YTO MeElIaeT 3THUM JABOHM NPOHHMKHYTh
BHYTpPb KpyTa.

BcagHHUK OCTAaHOBWICS, €10 BepXOBO€ XHMBOTHOE BpeMs OT
BPEMEHH NIPUHHUMAJIOCh OUTH 36 MJIIO KONLITOM, HO OH NPOYHO
JepXan ero B y3ae. CBoli cTepXeHb OH AepXajl HeOpexHo,
KOHIIOM K 3eMiie. [Toxoxe, oHM ¢ KolIKO¥ Momnaiau B ocany.
MoxeT, Bpar Xa€T noaxoaa noakpervieHnii. Ho xorma Guut
HaHec€H celyIoUIuii yiap, epBoi BCTPETWIA ONIACHOCTb He
Kencu, a guxkas xouka.

BHe3anHoO MOX, NMOKDHIBABUIMII TOJIOCKY 3€MIM BHYTPH
KOJIbLia KAMHEH, IPUMOAHSUICA KAaK OT IOA3€MHOTO B3pLIBa, BO
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BCE CTOPOHBI pa3feTesinch KoMbsa. M u3 pacceimaloineiics
3eMJIM BBICYHYJIOCh HEYTO IMOXOXee Ha NTHYHi KToB, Oones-
HEHHOIo XEITO-Ceporo LiBeTa, M TYT X€ KOIIKAa, CHAEBLIAs
panoM ¢ KencH, nepeluia K JeHCTBUSM.

OHa mpBIrHyZIa M, HECMOTPA Ha CBOIO paHEHYIO JIamy,
BIIETTHJIACh B CYILIECTBO, IbITaBlIEECs BBIOPAThCS M3 HOPHI.

Cpeny 3eMJIM 3aMeTajlloCh BOJIOCAaTOE TeJIO, NOXOoXee Ha
cyxonyTHoro omapa. M TyT 3yOBl KOWIKM CO CKpeXeTOM
COMKHYJIMChH Cpa3y 3a KJIIOBOM, H XOTs MHOTOJIANOE CYLIECTBO
MPOJOJIXAJIO NEPTaThCsl, OHO IBHO NMpOUTphIBayio 6utsy. Koiu-
Ka NpoAoJDKajla OTPBIBaThb €ro KOHEYHOCTH, pBajia Oploxo,
MoKa He MpopBajia XUTHHOBBIHA MOKPOB, H HEMEAJEHHO CcTaja
TIOXUpaTh IUI0Th, CJIOBHO YMHpaia c ronoay. Kencu, npeaymn-
pPeXOEHHAA NMepBLIM NMOARIEHHEM Bpara H3-ToJ 3eMJIH, o6olLIa
BeChb KPYT, BHUMaTEIbHO NPUIISABIBAsICh KO BCEM BO3BbIllIE-
HUSAM B NOYBe.

M yBunes nogo3puTenbHOe yTONEHHE HaPOTHB MPOAO-
Xajollei KOpMHUTHCSA KOLIKHM, HEMeUIEHHO NMOATOTOBMIA CBOMH
nosic. [ToaToMy, Xoraa U3 My4yka HBETOB BRICYHYJICS] KITIOB HIIH
HOC, Hccienysl BEpXHUM MMD, ACBYIIKA Cpa3y IyCTHIA MOsC B
xon. Bonbie 61aronaps ynade, Y4eM HCKYCCTBY, OHa 3aXBaTwia
KOHell KITIOBa B METII0 U CWIBHO AEPHYJA, BIOXHWB B PLIBOK
_BCIO CWIY PYKH.

Kaxk pr16a, 3arIoTHBIIAsK KPIOYOK, CYLIECTBO BRIPBAJIOCH Ha
Bo3AyX, GecrniopsiioyHo pa3maxuBas janamMu. [Ipu 3ToM BbI-
CBOOOWICA ATMHHbIH 3a0CTPEHHBIH XBOCT, 3aKaHYHBaBLIHIACA
XajoM. XBOCT 37100HO XJIeCTal, a CYLIeCTBO, CWIBHO AEprast
TOJIOBOM, BBICBOOOAWIO €€ M3 Nosica, MOACKOYHIO, IEPEBEPHY-
JIOCh B BO3OyXe M MPH3eMIWIOCH Ha Jlansl. JIMIIbL MTHOBEHHE
OHO KoJjieGajloch, TOTOM BHOBb NOACKOYWIO Ha TpH dyTta oT
BHIPBAHHEIX LIBETOB H YCTpeMWIoch npsiMo Ha Kejcu.

JeBylrka BTOpUYHO B3MaxHy/a MOSICOM ‘M CHOBa IOTNaja,
oTpa3uB HanageHHne. Ho, oTcTynas, oHa npuxajack K OTHOMY
M3 CHHEBATBIX CTOJIOOB, M TYT Xe IO TEIy NMpoGexXaln YKOJbI,
CIIOBHO OT HECWIBHOIO 3JIEKTPHYECKOTO yaapa.

JleBoif pyko# AeByIIKAa yXBaTWIach 3a KaME€Hb, KOTODBIM
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oKa3aJicsl He XOJIOAHbIM, KaK OHa QyMalla, a TEIUILIM U CTaHO-
BWICS BeE Terviee. M npy 3ToM OTIOMIWIA KycO4eK KAMEHHOTO
BBICTYTIA.

OcraBayiach eIHHCTBEeHHasA BO3MOXHOCTL. Kesicu He Moria
CKa3aTh, OTKyda NOSBWIACh 3Ta CIIaCUTeJbHasA Haes, HO OHa
NOATAHYJIA K cebe Nnosic, 3aKpeniia o6JIOMOK KAMHS B IPSDKKE
M B3BECHIa eIo B pyKe, IIPOAOJKask BHUMATEJbHO Habmonarh
3a NOA3€MHBIM CYLIECTBOM H J€HCTBYA Ha OLIYIIb.

JparolieHHbIe CEKyHIbI IJIsSI 3TOTO eif Jaja Kouwka. [IokoH-
YUB C NIepBLIM HallaBIIMM, OHa TeIlepb OTBJIeKaia Broporo. U
Kesncu ynapwia, Ha 3TOT pa3 TIIATEJIbHO NMPULEIUBLIKCE.

IIpsxxa ¢ KaMHeM BCTpPeTWIACh C CYLIECTBOM B BO3AyXe:
OHO NPEITHYJIO KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOIZia AeBYIIIKA pa3Max-
Hynachk. IlocnepoBasa sipKas BCIBILIKA, CTOJOBI AbIMA M
OTBpaTHUTeJbHasd BOHb, OT KoTopoili Kencu saroumHmno. U
CYLIECTBO, OGropesiiiee ¥ ro4epHeBlliee, yIapHWIOCh O 3¢MJIIO.
OHoO c10BHO NO6BIBAJIO B oOXHraioueM rwiaMeHd. Kescu ator
ycIex Tak nogboapui, YTo OHa MOBEpPHY/Iach, CHOBA CXBaTH~-
J1lach3a KAMEHHBIH CT0/10 U ITOIBITAIACh OTOPBaTh €1IE OCKOJIOK.
Ho noxoxe, B TOT pa3 eif IoBe3/io JIMLIb Cy4aiHoO.

C prr4aHHeM KOLIKA OTIPHITHYy/Ia OT OOropeBIIMX OCTAHKOB
M, BepHYBIIHMCHh Ha nainbTo KescH, yiernach TaM, NPHKPHIB
TEJIOM ABYX IMMUIABLINX KOTST.

Bo BpeMst 3TOi# HEOOLIMHOM CXBATKH HHM cobaka, HM BCATHUK
He WIZBEIWINCh H HE MpOSB/ISAIH HMKAKOIO OTYasHHUS OT eé
pe3yJIbTAaTOB — €CJIU BooOlle NMoa3eMHble XHTeIH ObUIM HX
coro3HHMKaMH. OHH KaK 6yATO COIMIaCHRI ObUIM XOaTh: TH0O0 UX
JOObIYY yAacTcsl BHITPSAXHYTb M3 yOeXMIUa, KaK OpeX H3
CKOPJIYIIbI, IN6O MOAOHAYT NOAKPEIUICHHS.

Kencu nogymaia, yto BpeMs AEHCTBYET HE B MX C KOUIKOM
nonb3y. HaBepHsika mocienyer eli€ HamnajieHHe — WIM OHA
npUIET B ceds oT 3Toro bpena. BnpoueM, oH Tak peajieH, YTO
OHa lieTIeHeIa OT CTpaxa.

JleByliKa npononkajia MallIHHAJILHO TEPETh PYKOH Ipydyio
NIOBEPXHOCTb KaMHs, NEpeBOs B3NISA OT BCagHHKa K cobake
H o0paTHO, 0XWAasA TOro, YTO MPOM3OHIET AasblIe.
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M TyT cBepxy, u3 Bo3dyxa, NOCHBILAICA 3BOHKMIH KpHK.
Cobaka BCKOYWIA C pblYaHHEM, MNOANpLIrHyna, H Kencu
yBHA€ENIA, YTO HaJg Heil BBLETCA OfHA M3 TeX CMHHMX NTHL,
KOTOpBbIe BMECTE C Heil KOpMWINCH SITOAAMH.

CreBa MocnbIIATNCH XPUIUTbIE 3BYKH, AaXe OTIAIEHHO He
TIOXOXMe Ha peub. BcagHMK pa3BepHYJI CBOE cKeJleTononobHoe
XUBOTHOE, MOXHSUI Xe3J1 M HalleJIWI ero B IITHLY, HO IUTaMsl He
ycneBaso 3a GBICTHIMM IIOBOPOTaMH, CIIyCKaMH M NOABEMaMH
KphUIaToOIO CylllecTBa.

2

Koluka moaHsIa roJIoBy M NOCMOTpesia Ha IoT, Ha Ipsay
XoNIMOB. BcaJHMK, Mo-IpexHeMy IUIOTHO 3aKyTaHHBbIH, Tak
yto Kesicu He BHAENa €To JIMLA, TOXE TOBEPHYJICS M IIOCMOT-
pen B TOM HanpasiIeHHH. IITHIEI pe3ko 3aKpHYaIM H Ha9IH
KPYXWTb BOKPYT KaMHeH. BcagHHUK PRIBKOM HATSHYJ Y31y, H
Jiolianhb yCTpeMWIach BliepEll, CI0BHO coOMpasiach pacTOITaTh
Kencu. Ho, He 3aBepluMB HamaaeHHMSA, BCTaja Ha ABIOBI, M
BCaJHHUK KaKoe-TO BpeMs CJIOBHO 6opoJics ¢ jomanpio. Cobaka
TIpIXaJiach XHBOTOM K 3eMJIE U IIOTION371a Ha3al, TyIa, OTKyAa
npuuuia. A Kescu, XoTh ¥ CMOTpejia BHUMATENbHO, He BUIENa

_HHU4ero, Kpome IITHLL.

BcanHuk 6onblne He 6oposics € IoLIaablo (€CU 3TO cyllec-
TBO MOXHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh Jiomaanio). OH NO3BOMMA e
MOBEPHYTh B TOM HaIlpaBJIeHHH, OTKyAa OHH INOSBWINChL. U
JIOLIaAb, XOTSI OH He NMOATOHAJ e€, Molia BHaJyaJle PLICEHIO, a
TIOTOM Iepelila Ha Tajlonl ¥ Hcyes3lia MeXAy ABYMs XOJIMaMu;
cobaka Oexasa psiioM Cc Hel.

Kencu xnana. [ITuusl nepectany KpyXuThb U ToJieTEH Ha
BocTOK. JleByluka ¢ KOIIKOW OCTaJIHCh B KAMEHHOM KpyTe,
KOTODHIN AeHCTBUTENBHO OKA3aJICs YOeXKHUILEM.

JeByiika omycTHiach Ha 3eMJII0 M cejia, CKPECTUB HOTH,
BO3JIE MAJIFTO, HA KOTOPOM JIeXald KOTsTa. Kollika coBceM yxe
YCIIOKOWIACh U MO3BOJIWIA €M 3TO.

BrniepBrie co BpeMeHH cBoero npodbyxaeHusa Kencu nomyun-
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JIa BO3MOXHOCTb NOJyMaTb, OCMOTPETLCS HE TOPOILCH, NPH-
MEPHUTb OIHY CTPaHHOCTD K Apyroii. OHa 6oposack ¢ Heitiom
MakAnaMcoM B JIETHHX CyMepKaxX Ha LIOTJIAaHACKOM Haropke.
Ho Tenepsb cTano coBeplleHHO SCHO, YTO OHA OYYTWIAach B
KaKOM-TO ApYroM MecTe. KoHYHKaMH NaiblieB OHA NPUIIagH-
Jla BIaXHYIO TIOBSI3Ky Ha rojioBe. Bcé€ Tak peannHo...

OHa cHOBa MeJUICHHO NMOJHSUIaCh Ha HOTH M o0oliuia Bech
KpPYT KAMHeEH, VIS A HApYyKy B IOUCKAX 3HAKOMBIX MECT, YTOORI
ybeIuThCH, YTO OHA el B CBOEM, 3HaKOMOM Mupe. Beas oHa
Jaxe He POOWIACh 3JeCh, Ha BHICOKOrophe. Xots dhaMwius y
He€ MecCTHasl, a 3Ty 3¢MJIIO OHa TOJlydWIa B HacJl€ACTBO OT
IBOIOpOAHOH 6aby1ky DjUieH, caMa OHA paHblIIe 30eCh HUKOT-
Ia He 6p1Bana. Eif xoTeNnoch BepHYTECSH K cebe 1oMOii, B DBaprT,
wrar MHauaHa, mo-mpexHeMy paGoTaTb B BeTEpHHapHOM
Ne4yeOHHULIE, MeYTaTh O TOM, KaK OHa 3apaGoTaeT JOCTATOYHO
JeHer W TOJIyYHT OMIUIOM BeTepuHapa. Tor Mup mozei u
XMBOTHBIX OHAa XOPOLIO 3HaeT M INIOHHMMaeT. A 3TOT HeET.
JeBylKa B3MaxHyJIa MOSICOM C KAMHEM B IIPSTKKE M MONBITA-
Jach NPHMBECTH B NOPSOOK CBOM MbIcaM. OHa 6Gopoinach c
HeitnoM, xoTea noMeliaTh eMy IPMKOHYUTH PAHEHYIO JHKYIO
KOIIKY, a B clleiylollee MTHOBEHHE TPHLLIA B ceOs 31€eCh...

Kencu 3axorenoch mo6exarb, BCKPHKHYTb, OYHYTbCA OT
xoumMapa. Ho oH mpomomxasncs M ocTaBajicsi Mo-NpexXHeMy
peasbHBIM. [leBylllka He MoIJla BCIIOMHHTBH, YTOOH Korma-
HUOYIb paHbllle BO CHE OHA €J1a WIH IIHJIa, OQHAKO TeNepb PYKH
y He€ B ISITHAX OT Srofl, ¥, MOAHeCs MX KO PTYy, OHa BHOBb
OLIYTWIA UX claaKuii BKyc. [IoToM OHa NocMOTpeia Ha KOIIKY,
xoTopas xopmuia Korar. Kouka snonxe peansHa. Ho cobaka,
BCaAHHMK M BCE€, YTO CIYUWIOCH 3[IeCh ¢ Heil Imocjie Havaua
ocalbl, — BCE€ 3TO KAKOii-TO COH.

M nanéxue, 3aTAHYTEIE TYMAHOM IOpbl BOBCE HE KA3aJIHCh
eil 3HakoMbIMH. M KTO NMOAHAI KaMHH M NpeBpaTWI HX B
KDENoCThb, KaKOil OHH HeKOorga ObUIM, B 3alliMTHBIH Kpyr?

Komika BcTana, cTpsxHyna korsar, nogouuia K Kenacu u
NpUHsUIacCh BHUMATEBHO Pa3[JIAABIBATh €€, TAK BHUMATENLHO
OOBIYHBIE XHBOTHBIE He CMOTPAT. CJIOBHO Yepe3 KoluaybH

266



IJ1a3a CMOTPEJIO pasyMHO€E CYIIECTBO, paBHOE HWIH GJIM3KOe IOo
HMHTEJUIEKTY, CJIOBHO XMBOTHBIM JBHTAJIO CTpeMJIEHHE K 001e-
HUIO,

Kencn HaxoOHWIACh U NPOTSHYNA KOLIKE PYKY.

— Kyna xe MBI nonam, crapymka? — cpocuwia oHa M TYT
Xe noxaseja o6 3ToM, IOTOMY 9TO CJIOBA €€ NMPO3By4YaTH KaK-
TO CTpaHHO, OHH OTPasWINCh OT OMHOIO KaMHs, OT APYToro,
obolTi Bech KPYT' M BEepHYJIHCh K Hel, yXe He 4€TKo, a
XPMIUILIM 1OEMOTOM. ‘

Kolnxa BbICYHY/Ia KOHYMK S3bIKa M JIM3HY/Ia NaJiel] AeBYLI-
xu. M Kejicu HcnbITaza TOpXecTBO. 3HAYMT, BOT KaK HEJb3S
TIpUPYYMTh AMKYI0 KowKy? Beab Tak roBopwiIM € TONBKO
BYepa BeuepoM. Buepa Beuepom? OHa mokayajia rojIoBOH H
cpasy mnoxaieia o6 3ToM, IOTOMy 4YTO BepHynach GOJb.
HeoxmnanHo KesicH no9yBCcTBOBaJIa CWILHYIO YCTAIOCTh. Eif
cienyeT Jiedb Ha MOX H HEMHOIO OTAOXHYTh. A ellé JIydyle
YCHYTb M MPOCHYTLCSI B CBOEM BPEMEHHU H MECTeE.

Ho no otasixa, moxoxe, ewe nanexko. Koirka HeoXnIaHHO
3aBomwia, U Kesicu, 3aTeikas ymmm pykaMH, MogyMana, He
HCIIBITAIO JIM XMBOTHOE TO X€ OlIyLIeHHe, YTO ¥ OHa: Ha Heé
obpymmmnace kKakasg-To HoBag 6ojib, He Takasd, KaK Iocje
npobyxneHusa. CJIOBHO KpHK O IIOMOLIH, pe3KUii ¥ TpeOoBa-
TEIbHBIA, TAKOM, YTO AEBYylIKA, HE pa3NyMbIBasi, BCKOYIWIA U
BhIGeXasia 32 KAMEHHBI KpYT, YTO0BI HEMENJICHHO OTBETHUTD,
Ha Hero. '

Bribexasna 3a Kpyr, HO He BEpHYJach K 3HaKOMBIH MHp.
Oxpyxalolas MECTHOCTb OCTaBaJIach npexHeii. Kesncu no6e-
Xaja 6pictpee. OHa BHAENA, YTO B €€ TeHN GEXUT IMyLIMCTHIIA
3BepEK, KOTOPOIO TOXE, BUAUMO, MPUTAHYI 3TOT KPHK, 3TO
TpeOoBaHHe; OHO 3Byd4aJlo CKOopee B ToJIoBe, a He CHapyXH.

Kouka 1 1eBy111ka BMecTe 0GOTHYIIH 3apOCIIyIO MXOM IPyAyY
KaMHel, KoTopass Momnia OBITh OCTaTKAMHM O4Y€Hb IPEBHHX
PYHH, ¢ KOTOPLIMH BpeMs 00OLLIOCHh AaIeKO HE TaK XOopollo,
KaK ¢ KaMeHHRIM KpyroM. 3ateM Kesicu Hayana ciycKaThcs B
IONHHY, CXHMasi B PyKe rOTOBbBlif K HCITOJIb30BaHHUIO nosic. U
3aMepria, yBUAEB CLieHy TpareaAnH. TaM B lyXax KPOBH JieXanH
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TPH Teja, 3a IUleYaMH Y HUX TOpYaJd ONEpEHHbIE CTPEJIbL.
Crpenni!

Ho peBymka Tyr Xe 3abpuUla CBOE H3yMIICHHE, YBHACB
YeTBEPTOIO WieHa 3Toii rpynmsl. JKeHIIMHA B Cepoi oaexiae,
B pa3pbIBaX KOTOPOI BHAHEIOCh OKPOBABIEHHOE TeJIO, JieXa-
Jla, onMpasAch o KaMeHb. Ilepen Heit ckopuniack 1160 Ta Xe
yépHas cobaka, KoTopas HelaBHO yrpoxana Keicu, miGo eé
nBoiHUK. Ha 9emocTax e€ 3amekiach KpoBaBas I€Ha, HO OHa
He TpeITaja ¥ He 6pocainach Brepén. XKeHIIUHA AepXaja YTo-
TO B IpoXalllei pyKe, OT 3Toro IIpeaAMeTa CBHCaIa GecTeBlLas
Ha cBeTy uenb. JKeHIINHA Ha [1a3ax Tepsula CHIbI M He Morjia
6oJbine ynepXuBaTh €ro.

3a65IB cBOii yXac nepen 9€pHEIM 3BepeM, Kencu Habpocu-
JIach Ha Hero, pa3maxusas noscoM. KaMeHb B npsokxe momnaji
TOYHO B KOCTJIABYI0 rojioBy. Cobaka oTckodmia — He K
XEHIIMHEe, a Ha3al — M UCHYCTWIA cTpalnHbni Boif. Kenmci
CHOBa B3MaxXHyJa IOSICOM; Ha 3TOT pa3 yaap NpHIIENcsS B
nlepeHIOI0 J1anTy. CHOBa BOIUIb, Ha 3TOT pa3 3Bepb NIOBEPHYJICH
M oTbexaJl, XOTs M He JaJieKo; OH Gerai B3aq ¥ Biepéll, CJIOBHO
Xaaj NoAKpeIUIeHUA.,

Kencu nomarmwiace K XeHIOUHE.

«Cectpa...»

CnoBo Npo3By4aJIo Y ACBYLIKH B rOJIOBE, 1 OHA OCMEJIIACh
Ha MTHOBEHHE OTOPBaTh B3IVIAJ OT COOAKH M IIOCMOTPETH Ha
TePSAIOLIYIO KPOBb XEHIINHY, NOCICIHION H3 YHHYTOXEHHOIM
rpynmbl. Pyka XeHIIMHBI ynaja, HO Ila3a €€ OCTaBaJIMCh
OTKPBHITBIMH; OHa cMoTpena Ha Keicu ¢ Takoit Monn6oii, yro
JleByllIKa OITycTWIAach Ha OAHO KoleHo. U B 3To0 Xe Bpem#
KOIKa NMoAo1IA 611X e M NPHXaJIach roJIOBOI K pyKe XXeH1IH-
Hul. K ynusnenmio KescH, Ha 61€eAHOM, HCKAXEHHOM 6OJIBIO
JIULE NOSIBWIACH TEHb YJIBIOKH.

«H ThI... TIy1IMCTAadA cecTpa..» — CJIOBa 3BY4ald B MO3TY.
Kencu Gpocwia B3rIaq Ha phMAlLIyl0 cobaKy, HO Ta He
NPHUOIICKaIaCh.

«4...nocnenHue... Bpara...» — CJIOBa 3By4asTy ¢ nay3zamMu. He
BBIITycKas Mosica U3 pyKH, JeBYLIKA MOINBITAJIaCh JOTPOHYThCSA
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JIO TeJla XEHIOMHEBI. DTOT MOTOK KPOBH — OHA JOJDKHA XOTh
4yT0-TO cAenath. M Kak 6yATO OHa NpoOHM3HEc]a 3TO BCIYX,
XeHLUIMHA MEJICHHO TOKayajia TOJIOBOH M3 CTOPOHHI B CTO-

POHYy.
- «[locnennue... BpaTa.. — CHOBAa MBICIEHHO YCJbILIANA
Kencu. — Coxpopuilie... — XeHIIUHA CJTIOBHO MCIIONb30Bajia

nocneauue cwisl. — He nosponsii... M... B3SITE... €r0...» — C
6eCKOHEIHbIM YCHINEM OHa IOLHSIA PYKY.

Komxa npocyHyza roJioBy B CBHCAIOLIYIO LieTib. 2KeHLIMHA
TYT X€ pa3XaJa pyKy, 4 OJIeCTAIIMIA OBAIbHBII KAMEHb, 10 TOTO
3aXaThlii B €€ Ky/aKe, BHITIAJ M IOBUC Ha LIETH, CIIPSITABLIKCH
B NIATHUCTOH Kolmadbeil 1epcTH.

— Hyx#o Haitth noMolns... — KesicH B oT4assHUM orine-
JIach, KaK Gy TO CHJIOI BOJIM MOIJIa BBI3BaTh HECYILIECTBYIOLIYIO
MEIULIMHCKYIO TIOMOLOb.

Vinpi6Ka paHeHOl He nobnexia.

«Cecrtpa... 1 — PoiureifH..» — B 3THX CJIOBaX CJOBHO
CKPHIBAJIOCh Kakoe-To Gojplioe 3HadeHHe. CTpoitHoe Teno
B3APOTHYJIO, H YIBIOKa Hcye3na. «Bparta...» PaHeHast cMoTpena
BIaIb, 32 KeJicH, CIOBHO BHEJA TaM YTO-TO BaxXHoe. [leBy-
Ka, GBICTPO MOBEpPHYBUINCH, HUYETO He 3aMeTwIa. KeH1InHa
B3NOXHY/NA, M TrojioBa e€ ynajna Ha Iuleyo. Kesjcu penko

- IPMXOAWIOCh BUOETb CMEPTD JIoAeif — Bcero pas, Aa M TO
O4YeHb AaBHO, — HO OHa NOHAJIA, YTO HE3HAKOMKA, YMeBLIasg
TOBOpHUTH 6e3 cJI0B, yMepia.

3axas nosic B 3ybax, OHa KaK MOIJIa paclipsIMUJIa CTPOMHHOe
TeJI0, BONPEKHU CBOEH PEIMMOCTH OTCTPAHASACH OT PMKOCHO-
BeHHS K KpoBH. IloToM ocMoTpena ocranbHbie Tena. Ilepen
IBYMs B3aJ M Briepén Oerayia cobaka, HO TpeThe JieXao OJvxKe,
M BLITAHYTas pyKa, yKa3bIBaBlllas NIPSAMO Ha AEBYLIKY, CXXUMa-
na mmary. He csoms B3misma c cobaku, Kesncu 6picTpo
noAolUIa ¥ BRICBOOOAIIA OpYXHe U3 BSUILIX NayblieB. Opyxue
0oKa3ajoch ropasfo TsoKeliee 3HAKOMBIX €i ¢eXxToBaIbHBIX
panup, ¥ eBy1lIKa e1Ba He BHIPOHIIA eTo U3 pykKH. Ho pykosTh
OpyXMs NpHAaia el xpaGpoCTH: 3TO ropasfo Jydlie e€ rnosca
C KaMHeM.
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H3namm nocaslajics 3ByK, NOXoXHii Ha KapkaHbe. Coba-
Ka, YCHBIIAB ero, nmpuo6oapwiach, 3aNpOKMHYJa TOJIOBY H
BHOBb HCITyCTWIA CBOM yXacHBIH Boruth. Kolllka GOJBLINMH
NpDKKaMH NOHecJach Ha3a] K yoeXuiny MexX KaMHeii. Kemcn
3aJepXayach y Teja XeHuiuHbl. Ho oHa HHdYero Goibliue He
MoOIJIa 1151 He€ cIe1aTh, a NoJKpeIUVIEHHEe, KOTOPOro oXuaaia
cobaka, o9eBHIHO, npubmkanocs. [loatomy Kencu nocneno-
BaJla 3a KOLIKOM, HO IATAChH, YTOOHI 3/I06HOE CylIecTBO He
MOIJIO HaGpPOCHTBCS Ha He€ c3aH; K TOMY XK€ OHa Yyrpoxaloile
pa3MaxuBajia CBOMM OpPYXHEM.

OpHako cobaka M He AyMajia NMpHOMMIKaThesl K Hell, oHa
nponooKajla HEYTOMUMO KPYXUTBCS B3al-BIEpPEN y pacnpoc-
TEPTHIX Tel. TONBKO BBUIA, H 3TOT 3BYK CHJIBHO YTrHETal
IeBywiKy. HakoHell oHa moBepHY/Iach M nobexasa.

«Bpara...» — cKa3zaja yMepiuad XeHinuHa. Heyxenu oHa H
€€ CITyTHUKY HaNpaBIsUTMCh K €AWHCTBEHHEIM BpaTaM, KOTO-
phle 3HaeT 3ech KejicH, — K KaMeHHOMY Kpyry? Bo3MoxHo,
3TO ACHCTBUTENILHO BpaTa, BeAylUHeE K CIIaCEHHIO, HO JEBYLIKA
KaKHM-TO 00pa30M 3HaJla, YTO «IIOoC/IeAHME BpaTa» ClIeJIaHLI He
M3 KaMHS 4 He OHM XIYT e€ 3nech. Her, 32 HUMH TO, O YéM He
MOXET JOTraJaTbCsA HUKTO M3 XHMBYIIHX.

KaMeHb, KOTOpBII Hecsla KOLIKA Ha 1IENH, CBEPKAJl HacTo-
samuM 1wiaMeHeM. Kolllka yxe IpHCOEIHHWIACh K CBOEMY
ceMelicTBy Ha nanbro. Kescn nmoGexana GpicTpee. YnaB Ha
BJIAXHYI0 3€MJIIO, BLIDOHHMB IINAry M TSXKENO HOBIIA, OHA
ornsaHynack. Iloka He 6pUTO BUOHO HHM YEPHON cobGaku, HH
BCagHMKA Ha JIOUIafN-CKeJIeTe.

Ho tenepr oHa 6pLia TBEPHO yOeXOeHa, YTO 3Ta 3eMJId
nonHa onmacHocTei. JJeBylnKa BTOpHIHO B3sUla B PYKH LINAry
M BHHUMATeJIbHO ocMoTpena e€. JIe3pue cyXaloch OT PYKOSTH
K OCTpHMIO, HO He TaK rpallHo3HO, KaK Yy pamupil. Pydka
npocTas, o6MoTaHHas XECTKOH MPOBOJIOKOH, YTOGRI ynobHee
ObU10 KepXaTh. Y HUKAKMX YKpallleHHId.

Kencu MelUIeHHO BCTasa, NONKLITaach HAHECTH Yaap, Tapu-
poBaTh. M pelinia, YTo 3TO He KOMOlIEe OpyXHe, CKopee OHO
6bU10 IpeJHa3HA4YeHO [JI1 HCIIONIb30BAHMA BCETO JIE3BHUSA, a O
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TaKOM BMJE CXBaTKH €if HU4ero He n3BecTHo. CxBaTka? A 9T0
OHa BooOuie 06 3ToM 3HaeT?

JleByllika BTODHYHO MeIJIEHHO TNOBEPHY/IAch KpPYroM, Oc-
MaTpHUBast MECTHOCTb. [IbITasics 1M norubiumii orpsa noopaThcs
cloma, korma ero nepexsatwin? Ho xyma — cioma? I'me ato
MECTO PacHoJIoXeHO U YyTo oHo Takoe? YTo ¢ Heit ciyymnocs?
IloyeMy-To oHa Gonblle He Bepwia B raunounHauuu. «Iloc-
neaHMe Bpartas. O3HavYaeT JIM 3T0, YTO yMHpalollasl XeHIUHA
3Hama M Apyrue Bpata? Teneph OHa CTOsUIa IEepel BIIOJIHE
BUIMMBIMM BpaTaMH: IBa KAMEHHLIX CTOJIOa ropa3fo Bhllle €€,
M NIOBEPX HUX TPeTHI1. DTO BpaTa, 1a. 3HAYHUT, Te KAMHH, B beH
Bbnaiip, Toxe Bpara?

Kesicu B3gpornyia. B lIOT/IaHACKMI ropax pacCKa3bIBaloT
O MHOTOM... O JIIOASAX, UCYE3HYBLIMX, a TOTOM BEPHYBLIMXCA. ..
TI0 UX MHEHHIO, OHH OTCYTCTBOBAJIM HOYb, @ Ha CAMOM JeJie —
roast!

Pacckassr...

JleBy1Ka BcTajla ¥ HalipaBWIach K BpaTaM. 3a HUMHM HUYETO,
TOJIBKO CKaJIbl, IOPOCIIINE MXOM, Oesble UBETHI M IIOJHHMAIO-
1IMecss KAMHH — CTeHa MeXIy He10 M MepTBeHaMH. A 9To, €CJTH
OHAa TMONBITAaeTCS NMPONTH CKBO3b HUX?

Kencu 3akppuUla rj1aza M INOMLITANIaCh BCIIOMHHUTbL Tpyay
KaMHe#, KOTOpyI0 BHIesa TNepel NosBlIeHHeM 3aech. Toraa
ObLT DONTHI IETHUH Beyep, M JIyHa IOYTH He cBeTwia. OauH
KaMeHb JIeXaJ TaK... OHa 3TO IOMHHUT, IIOTOMY YTO HMEHHO Ha
Hero MpBIrHy/Ia KOHIKA, KOTAA OHAa caMa ylapWwia 10 pyXblo
Heiina. A 3necs npyroii... [Terrascs yaepxaTh yCKOIB3aIOUIYIO
M3 aMATH KapTuHy, Kescu coenana emé asa mara. U oTkpsuia
IJ1asa.

Ha, oHa mpoliUia BopoTa, HO MO-TIpeXHEMY OCTaBajach B
HeusBecTHOM. C3anu mpeaynpexaalolle MIyKHyJIa KOLIKA, H
JeBylIKA 3aMeTWIa cpequ CKajl Kpamyuyiocs: GUIypy Xyno
cobaxu. Kencu GLICTpO OTTIPLITHYJIA Ha3all, B CBOE €NWHCTBEH -
Hoe yOexulle cpegd 3TOro MHpa, ITOJTHOIO ONacHOCTeW u
CMEPTH.

Koiuka 3aprryana. Eif kakuM-To o6pa3oM ynanoch cOpocHThb
uens ¢ wed. OHa cTowMa mepel CBOMMH AECTHMM, IUIOTHO
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NpMXaB OHY JIaly K IUTockoMy KaMHIo. Kejicu Xxaana noss-
JIEHHUs BCAAHUKA: B MEPBLIi pa3 cobaka ToxXe npeasellaa ero
MOsIRJICHHE.

Ho BMecTo 3TOro oHa yBHAENa 4YeJOBEKa, KOTOPBIM Ha
yeTBepeHbKaX, lIaTasch, nNpubmixanca K Heil. [lepBriM eé
nopsIBOM ObUIO0 GeXaThb Ha nmoMollls. Beab oHa ayMmana, 9o
cobaka HabpoCcHTCS Ha deJloBeKa, KOTa OH JOION3ET IO HeE,
OfHaKO Hu4ero nogobHoro He npousouvio. X ato yaepxano
JEBYLIKY Ha MecTe.

— Aaaaxxoxxuumn!.. — pasfancs KpHK Nnojisylero. 3a HUM
nocaenoBan gpyroii. Eciu genosex yro-to ropopui, Kencu He
3HaJIa 3TOro fA3biKa. OHa B KAKOM-TO NOPBIBE OIyCTWIACH HA
KOJIEHO PSAZIOM C KOIIKOJ M TIPOTSHY/IA PYKY K LIENTH, HO KOLIKA
3apbryajla Ha He€ M yaapwia Jianoi.

— Aaaaxaaa! — Tenepb OLIMOUTHCS OLUIO HEBO3MOXHO.
Ilon3ymuit K KAMEHHOMY KpYTY 3aIIpOKHMHYJ IOJIOBY Ha3aJ U
BHOBb BCKPHMKHYII.

Cobaxka berasia mo3aau Hero H Kak 6yaTo NOATOHSLIa K 3TOMY
caMoMy ybexwuiry. MoxeT, TaKuM o6pa3oM OHa cobHupaach
MpeooNeTh Nperpaay, KOTopylo He MOIJIa MMPOMTH BMECTE CO
BcanHUKoM. Ecm 3To Tak, Kescu He cobupanach Xoath.

OHa mnpouuia Bnepén, AyMad TOJBKO O 3alllUTe, CYHyIa
1Irary ocTpuéM B MOX, TakK, YTOOhI OHa ObUIa TOA pyKoit, H
B3BecwIa Oosiee NMPUBLIYHOE OPYXHE — IIOSIC C KAMHEM.

INonsymuit Havyanm 4yro-To GOpMOTaTh, HO €ro CjoBa He
MMeJIH )14 JeBYLIKH HHKAKOTo cMbIcja. OTHaXAbI OH OCTaAHO-
BWICSA, TSDKEJIO ONMMPASACh Ha OOHY PYKY, a APYTYIO yMOJIAIolIe
NnpoTsHya K Hell. Y co6aka HuYeM eMy He Melnasa. OHa SIBHO
XOoTea, YToObl TOT OKa3aJicsl BHYTPH, KaK OyATO eif 1J1s Yero-
TO 3TO ObUIO HYXHO.

YenoBek Temnepp MepeIBUTANICS TI0JI3KOM, TSDKEJO M Gole3-
HEHHO, LIETUISAICh 32 MOX. [l peBKO CTpeJIbl MEXY €T0 JIONAaTKAMH
pacKadyuBajioch B3aj U Briepé. Cobaka npoaorkaia nepxaThb-
cs B OTJAJICHUH, AaXe OTCTYIMIA HAa HECKOJILKO 1IAroB.

Iocnbilancsa HOBHIM NMPOH3UTENbHEI KpHK. Kencu mpu-
rHy/nach, KOrJa Ha He€ HajieTelia TeHb; NOIHSB IoJIoBy, OHa
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yBHeJa GONBIUIYIO YEPHYIO IITHIYY, IOMPOKO PAaCKHMHYBLIYIO
KpbUIbS. JleByllIka OTTIpBITHYJIA, AyMasi, 9TO IITHIIA HamagaeT
Ha He€. Ho Ta ynerena BBepX Tak Xe GBICTPO, KaK CITyCKAJNach.
Opnaxko Kejcu ycnena 3aMeTHTb, 9TO IVIa3a Y ITHIIK OBLIH
TaKMMHM Xe, KaK y JIolIaay YEPHOro BCaAHHUKA; IITyOoKHe SIMBI
C KHUTISIIINM 3e/IECHOBAaTO-XEITHIM IUIAMEHEM.

CHoBa nTHUAa YgTpeMwIach BHM3. JleByllka B3MaxHyna
TIOSCOM M CXBaTWIA LIMary, HO IITHLIA ONATh He JoJieTeNa OO
Heé. KeJicH ycbnana pelMaHHe KOLIKH, NepeKphiBliee G6op-
MOTaHHe MOJ3YlIero.

KencH Tak M He y3Hasa, ITKITANACh JIM NITHL[A BEIMAHUTD €&
3a TMpenesbl Kpyra, IOTOMY 9TO B Bo3ayxe OnecHyina romyoas
BCIIBILIKA, 32 KOTOpOii IOCHENOBal TpecK, KaK OT yuapa
KHYTOM.

IIpyxumasch CIMHOI K OMHOMY U3 CTOJI00B, 06pasyloux
BpaTa, Kescu nocMoTpenia BHM3 1O CKIIOHY, TYAa, Ie paHblIe
HCcKaya BoAy.

TaM nokasanuch ABoe BcagHMKOB. Ho He Takme, kax
nepsueit. U y HUX He JNolagn, a GrecTAIIHe KpacHO-XEIThe
XWBOTHbIE B IIONOHAX, M y KAXAOro Ha a6y omguH por. A
BcanHuKU... Kencu 3amMurana. Heyxemu e€ nogsoadr raza?

Korza OHM TOJNBKO IOKA3aJINCh, BOJOCH Y HMX ObUIH
. TEMHBIEe, a KOXa TYCKJas, ITIOYTH LIBeTa IHUTH, HO €ABa OHU
BBIEXaJIH Ha COJMHEYHLIH CBeT, KaK BOJIOCHI Y HHMX CTaIH
30JIOTBIMH, KOXa KPEMOBOI, a 3eJIEHAd oeXaa Aejiana e€ eé
cBetiee. [IoBoabeB Y HHX B PYKaX He ObUIO, OHH NO3BOJISUTH
CBOMIM XHBOTHHIM GeXaTh BrnojiHe cBoGoaHO. U y kaxnoro B
PYyKax 6bU10 YTO-TO Bpoze Xibkicta, Kesicu Xopoio pasrisigena,
KaK XeHIOWHA NOAHsUIa PYKy, HalleIWwIa XJIbICT Ha NTHLY, U
OTTYZa BbIPBAJIaCh OTHEHHAsA HHTb.

IITnia XxpurIo 3aKpudaiia U NOTHSUIACh BBICOKO HAJl BCTILILI -
KOl, a cofaka cHoBa HCHycTWIa Kauvisiomuii Boii. Ho
TIOJI3Y1LIMI OCTAHOBWICS M TEMeph JieXasl HelloABHXHO. Beaz-
HHKM 06OrHy/IM KaMHH. 2KeHIIIMHA nogbexana K JeXaBlieMy
M HaKIOHWIach, BCMATPHBasCh, HO HE CNELIWIACh U He
TombITaJIach OKa3aTh €My IOMOLIb.
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E€ cnyTHHK noBepHYJ K cobake, M TOM He ymanoch crnac-
THCb, KAK NITHLIE: OTHEHHAs JIMHM, BRITYLIEHHAs! BCAAHUKOM,
yaapwia cobaky B 60K, B3METHYJICA MacISHUCTBIA AbIM. [Toc-
JieIOBaJ TPOMKHIA 3ByK pa3phiBa, H cobaka Kcuesna, TOJIbKO Ha
KAMHSX, MEX KOTOPBIX OHa ITBITAJIACh CIIPATATBCA, OCTAIOCH
YyE€pHOE XHUPHOE IIATHO.

XKeHIlMHA OCTaHOBWIACH Ntepe]] BpaTaMH M YTO-TO TPOMKO
cKa3aJjia; e€ cJIoBa, XOTs ¥ HETTOHATHBIE, ObUTH ABHO OOpalneHbI
x Kencu. [leByiika cBo60JHOM pyKo#i caesniana 6ecrioMOLTHbBIN
XeCT, B IpyToii OHa IIpoAoJDKaia AepXaTb CBOM MosAC.

— He nonmnmalo, — HeyBepeHHO cKa3aia oHa. OT 3THX
BCalHUKOB HE HCXOLWIO OLIylleHMe 3J1a, KaK OT JAPYTHX
CYLIECTB M YEpHOTO BcaaHuKa. M neBylka Bepuia, YTO OHH He
XoTAT eit 3n1a. Ho oHM nNpHHaieXaT 3TOMy, TAKOMY CTPAHHOMY
MHUpY. MoXeT 11 OHa UM JOBEpPSThH?

XKeHMHAa HeKOTOpoe BpeMs cMoTpesa Ha He€. K Heit
TIpUCcOeUHIWICA BTOPOii BcagHUK. Korna ero XuBoTHOe ocTa-
HoBwioch, Kejicu cHOBa yBHAE/Na YOUBHTEILHYIO NIEPEMEHY.
Bosochl MX cTalM pBDKHMMH, @ Ha HOCY Y XECHIITUHbI TIOSBIWINCH
3o0THCThIe BecHYmIKM. Kak O6yaro mepen Keicu mpouwio
HECKOJIBKO 9eJIOBEK, 3aKNIOYEHHBIX B oqHOM. XKeH1nuHa 60/1b-
1le He TOBOpPWIa, OHA MPOJOJIKAJIA CMOTPETh AeBYIIKE B IJIa3a
HaNpSCKEHHBIM COCPENOTOYEHHEBIM B3DVISLIOM.

«KT0...» — ci0BO Mpo3Bydano ciabo, 3a HUM Kak 6yaTo
CJIEOBAJIO YTO-TO €1lé, HO Mo3T KeJICH 3TOro He BOCTIPHHSLT.
Ho 6s1u10 AiCHO, 4YTO €if 3a7anu BOTpOC.

— i Kencu Maxkbnsiip, — MemJieHHO NpOroBOpHa OHa,
yBepeHHasd, YTo BCagHHIIa €€ He MoiMET. [ToToM ¢ GobinmMm
YCWIMSMH HCNIPOoGOBaia HEYTO APYroe — MOMNLITANach HApH-
COBaTh MBICJIEHHO KApPTHHY. yMaBlIMe KAMHH, CXBAaTKa C
MaxkAnamcoM 1 nipobyxaeHne 30ech. 3a co60ii OHa ycibinana
MSTyKaHbe H NIOHAJIA, YTO KOLIKA TOXE OTBEYaeT — II0-CBOEMY.

«...BpaTa», — H cHoBa Keycu 6nu1a yBepeHa, 9T0 mporryc-
TWIa Bc€, KpOME OJHOIO CJIoBa. A Belb 3TO YTO-TO OYEHb
BaXHoe U HeE.

Kencu xuBHy/Ia, pelIMB, YTO XEHIIMHA HMeET B BUAY apKy,
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Tofi KOTOPOii OHAa cTos1a. BcanHuUIIa NoJIOXWiIa CBO NPYT Ha
XHMBOTHOC M 0OcMMM pyKaMM Hadaja BLIBOAUTb B BO3AyXe
cloxuble naccul. Y TaM, rje npoXoawiH €€ najiblibl, OCTaBa-
JIMCH JIETKHE TIOJIOCKH IroJiyDOBaTOro CBETa, MOXOXEro Ha TOT,
YTO MCXOIWI M3 XIbicTa. OHH 06pa30BaJIi JOBOJILHO CIOXHBIH
PHMCYHOK. PHcyiolllas 3TH CHMBOJIBI, TO-BHIHMOMY, OnLia
YOOBJICTBOPEHA, MIOTOMY YTO KHMBHY/IA M oOpaTHiach K MyX-
YyHHe.

ToT oTbexan U ABMHYJCS 10 KPOBaBOMY CJIEAY, OCTABJIEH-
HOMY ION3YIIMM, KOTOPHIH JleXajl Tenepb abcoNIOTHO
HeIMoABIXHO. Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE BCaAHUK HCYe3 32 CKAJIAMH B
HaInpaBJI€eHHH MeCTa Tpareauu, Ha KoTopoM no6riBana Kescu.

A XeHIMHa, BOJIOCH KOTOpPO# Telepb HOTEMHENH, CTaId
TIOYTH YE€PHBIMHM — CJIOBHO COJIHIIE 3aKpbLIOCh 06laKoM, —
CHelIWIach M TOOoLLUIA K AeByluKe. KecH npogoyokana cxu-
MaTsb nosic. ZKeHIMHa e€ He Imyrajia, HO 9TO OHa 3HaeT 06 3ToM
CTPaHHOM M CTPAIIHOM MecTe?

E€ Hor xocHynach Msrkasa epctb. Komwrka Bpmia us
THe3a, KOTOpoe roToBa 6bula 3auinars. B mactu e€ 6necren
KaMeHb, KOTOphIii OHa B3sUla Y yMHpalolleH XeHIIMHEI, LieTh
TAlIWIACh IO 3eMJIe C33H, LCIUISASCH 32 LBETHl WIM JIUCTBA.

Koluka MHHOBajJIa KAMEHHBIH KpyT, MOJOLUIA K XCHIINHE
M OITyCTHJIA CBOIO HOLIY y €€ HOT, Ta ONYCTHIAch Ha KOJIEHH,
GeccTpalllHO NMoIIagwia KOUIKY, IIOTOM B3sUIa Liellb ¥ MOAHsUIA
KaMeHb. Ho He KoCHYy/ach ero, AepXa TOJbKO 3a Lielb. JIuLo
€€ CTaJI0 YIHBJIEHHEIM H BCTPEBOXEeHHBIM. OHa CHOBa ITIOCMOT-
pena Ha Kencu.

«KT0...» — Ha 3TOT pa3 MBICJICHHBIH BONpOC NpO3BYydall
OTYET/IMBEH, HO MO-TIpeXHeMY JeBYLIKA CIIbILIAJA JIMLIb OHO
CJIOBO.

— Poiineiii... — oTBEeTHJIa OHa BCJIYX, AOraAaBLINCh, YTO
O3HadgaeT 3ToT Bompoc. U TyT Xe yBuAena, KaK Y XCHUIUHEI
IIMPOKO pacNaxHyJIHCh IVIa3a, Ha JIMLE MOABWIOCH OLIEIOM-
JNIEHHOE BbIpaXeHHE.

«KT10?..» — CHOBa MBICJICHHBII BOIIPOC; PyKa, JAepXaBloasi
1lenb, APOrHy/a, KAMeHb 3aKavacs. -
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— Kencu... — nopropmuia geBylnKa.
— Ken-Ceii, — Ha 3TOT pa3 XeHLIUHA NPOH3HEC]IA CJIOBO
Beayx. — Ken-Ceii.

3

“«..C..»

XKeH1muHa cHOBA cAeNaia XecT, Ha 3TOT pa3 noa3biBasd. Eé
XWBOTHOE MOJOLLUIO O/iXe M OCTAHOBWIOCH B OXHIAHUH.
I'nasa 3Toro 3Beps, yctpemnéHHule Ha KescH, abcomoTHo He
TOXOAWIH Ha IopslME OrHHM 37I0T0 IUIAMEHM, KaKHe OHa
BHIENA Y coOAaKM M JIOIIAgH-CKeJleTa, OHM ObUIM TEIUIOTO
Kapero LiBeTa, H B HHUX CBETWICS pasyM!

Kencu cHoBa yragana, 4ero OHH XOTAT OT Heé: CONMpPOBOX-
nath nx. Ho Beab Kpyr kamMHeil o3HayaeT 6e30IIacHOCTBb OT
YTPO3 3TOro MMpa — 3TO OHa Tenepb Xopolno 3HaeT. OcMenT-
cs JIM OHa IOC/IEeA0BaTh NpHIVIalieHMI0? A MOXET, IIPHKa3y?
IIpOTHB OrHEHHEBIX XJIBICTOB 3THX ABOMX OHA HE YCTOMT.

Y10o6HI BRIMTPATh BpeMs, OHA yKa3aja Ha TeJIo Ha 3eMJIe.

— A KaK Xe OH? — cIpocwia AeBYILIKa, TLIATEJbHO
BLITOBapHBas CJIOBa, B TO Xe BPEMs CTapasich SICHO H YETKO
JIyMarTb.

OrTBeT NPHUIIEN TOXE YETKMI U SACHBIM.

«MEpTts!»

Kencu ycasnnana MsykaHee M omsgHyJach. Kouka yxe
HeCJIa B ITAaCTH OAHOTO M3 KOTAT. BRICOKO NTOJHSB IojIOBY, OHA
npUOIM3MwIach K BhIxoAy M3 BopoT. OHa fBHO 6bUIa rorosa
HMITH C He3HAKOMIIaMH, Aaxe eciu Kencu He noiiaér. U Torma
JAeBylIKa NpHHsUIa pemeHue. IlogobpaB cBoE majbTo C exXa-
LIIMM Ha HEM BTOPBIM KOTEHKOM, OHA HaKJIOHIWIACh H TPOTSAHY/IA
CBEPTOK KolllKe. MaTh onmycTWwIa Tyfla BTOPOTo KOTEHKA, ¥ OHH
BMecTe BBHIIUIM 3a BpaTa.

Ilo cxnoHy nogHuUMaJicst BTopoit BcagHUK. OH BE3 Ha pyKax
Tesno PoiineiiH; MMHOBaB MX, BCaJHHMK BbeXaJl B KAMEHHBIH
xpyr. Ero HH4TO He 3agepXano, HO KOIa OH MepeceKal
TpaHMIly, roqyboBaThie KAMHH BCIILIXHYJIH, KAK CBEYH, H OT
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OITHOTO K JAPYTOMY Nnepebpociiach oceNMUTeIbHasA BCIBILIKA.
BcagHHK crelmwics ¥ OIyCTHI TeJ0, KOTOpoe Ha ero pykax
Ka3aIoCh MaJIEHbKMM H XpYIIKHUM. M1 0CTOPOXHO IONOXWI €10
Ha 3emmo. Kesncu 6buU1a yBepeHa, YTO OH He CIYYaifHO OIyCTHI
Tesio Ha Gemble uBeThl. IlToToM M3 cBoero mosica MyX4MHa
JocTal spKHe ronybrie mepbs, Mogo6HEIEe TeEM, YTO CBEPKAIHM
B XBOCTax ITTULl, Kopophix Kescu Bunena pansine. OqHO nepo
BCaAHUK BOTKHYJ Y IOJIOBBI, ApPyroe — B HOrax yMepluei,
TIOTOM OTCTYIIIJI M TOAHEC PYKH KO JIGY B MOJTYAIMBOM CANTIOTE,
a ero CIyTHULIA NpOM3HecsIa HECKOJIBKO CJIOB — MpOlIaHue
WIHM 3aKIMHaHMeE.

M xorga BcagHHMK IOBEpHYJCsS, coOHMpasch YXOAMTb, OT
KaMHe# X LIeHTpY Kpyra yCTPEMIUTHCh KITyObl TYMaHa, 3aKphI-
Bas XpyIIKoe Telo, U BCKope TaM OhUIa BHAHA OJHA JIMIIbL
BOJIHYIOLIAsICS TIOBEPXHOCTh TYMaHa.

«Hném...»

Croga KeJIcH NpH3LIBAIOT, M TaK KaK BhI6opa y Heé He 65L10,
oHa nouwia. Heyxmoxe yceBIIMCh Ha CIIMHY BEPXOBOIO XH-
BOTHOTO XCHUIMHHI, JeBYIIKA NPOAOIXAJA JepXaTh B PyKax
CBEPTOK € KoTaTaMM. ZKeHIOMHA MOIXBAaTIWIA KOLIKY M CYHYJIa
€€ B ToT X¢ cBEpTOK. IToTOM, K yAMBIEHHIO AEBYIIKH, TyIa X€
TI0JIOXHIa KAMEHB € Lienblo. Kolka nmoarpe6na ero anoii nox

.ce6s1 ¥ OCHOBATEJILHO YJIEINIach, NMOIIANLIBAA HA AEBYLIKY H
JIETKO BOpYa — CJIOBHO NpeAymnpexnaas o 4EM-To.

OHH nepecexi JOJHMHY, B KOTOPOIi TEK pydeii, 1 BEpXOBOe
XHMBOTHOE INOJ AeBYLIKOM TIONUIO GLICTPHIM 1IAroM, a BTIOpoe
TYT Xe NIPHCOeIHHIWIOCH K IepBoMy. Hackoimko Kencu Morna
CYOUTH MO MOJIOXEHMIO COJTHLIA, OHU HAaIlpaR/UTHCh Ha 10To-
3aman.

C KaX[bIM 1IaroM JeBylnKe CTAHOBWIOCH BCE SICHEE, YTO B
3TOH cTpaHe OHa HMKOIAAa paHbllie He Obuta. Bokpyr BuIgHe-
JIMCh HE3HAKOMEIE PaCTEHHS, B TPaBe Ha OTKPHITHIX MOJISTHAX
6Gerayi MeJIKve XHBOTHELIE, COBEPIIEHHO €if He 3HaKOMEIE.

Kencu 3aMeTina, YTo BCaAHMK BCE BpeMs JEPXUTCA UYTh
no3aay M HHoraa oTcTaér. JlomkHo ObITh, oxpaHger Thul. Ho
Bos1 cobak 6osplle He GBUIO CHBIIIHO, Ja H JPYTMX 3BYKOB,
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KpoMe KPHKOB pKO OKpallleHHBIX IITHII, 40 HUX He AOJIETAJIO.

OHH nepeceKayld OTKPHITYI0 MecTHOCTh. MHoraa nomnana-
JINCH 3apOClIHe TMOJs, C OCTATKAMM KaAMEHHHX CTEH, HeKoraa
pasde/sBIIMX 3TH TNojd. Bcs MecTHOCTh Kasanach JaBHO
TIOKHHYTOMH.

W HakoHel] OHH OKa3aJIMCh Ha JOPOTe CO MHOXECTBOM
OTNEYaTKOB KOIBIT ¥ HOT. BripouyeM, BpfAd JM 3Ty NMBUILHYIO
TpoIly MOXHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh Aoporoil. MecTHocTh Imo obe
CTOPOHBI IYTH Hayaja mogHuMaThca, U Keyncu yBunena, yro
OHH YIITyOJIAI0TCS B Y3KYIO JOJIHHY, 3aXaTyl0 JByMd XpeOTaMu,
3a KOTOPBIMHM BHIHBI GBUTH HACTOSIIHE TOpEI.

Ha xaMeHHBIX CTeHaX, MHMO KOTOpBIX OHH TIpPOE€3XaJH,
ObUIH BrIpE3aHBI KAKHE-TO 3HAKH, MOXeT OBITh, CJIOBA HEBEAO-
MoOro s3bIKa. JKeHIIMHa, BMecTe ¢ Kotopoii exama Keincw,
yKa3bIBajla CBOMM OTHEHHBIM XJIBICTOM Ha 3TH 3HaKM.

3a GonpUIMM KaMHEM, KaK KOpPOHa, CHASILIEM Ha CKaje,
0b003HaYWIOCh KAKOe-TO JBHXKEHHMe, M Nokasanach ¢urypa,
Taxas Xe NPpUYYUIHBasi, KaK co6aKa M YyIOBHIIHBIA CKeJIET, Ha
KOTOPOM €XaJI Y9EPHBI BCaaHHK.

YacoBoii — AeByILIKA MOCYMTAJIA €r0 HMEHHO YaCOBBIM —
POCTOM HUXeE YeJIoBeKa, NOLHSI KOMbE, IPUBETCTBYSA BCalHU-
KOB. DTOo OmnuIa orpoMHas sliepHla, dYelnyiidarad,
3eJIEHO-30JI0THCTadA, C KYIOJIo06pa3HOH IoJoBOii, JOBOJBHO
TIOXOXeH Ha 4YeJloBedecKylo, 6e3ryObM pToM, 3aHHMAIOLINM
JIBE TPETH MOPAKI, H APOXABLUIMM B BO3IyXe KPaCHbIM S3BIKOM
(ToT cnoBHO NMPo6oBaJT 3aqyBUINi B 3TOT MOMEHT BETEPOK) —
BCE 3TO IPOTECKHO HAIIOMHHAJIO YeJIoBeYeCKHe JepThl. 2KeH-
1IMHA OTBETWIA Ha NIPUBETCTBHE, NIOAHSAB IIPABYIO PYKY.

Kesncu Obu1a yBepeHa, YTO B IIyTHM OHH MHHOBAJIM ¥ APYTHX
9acoBbIX, HO NIOKA3aJICS MM TOJIBKO OOMH. M BOT OHH HakoHeI|
JoGpaymch 4o Bbe3a B JOJIMHY, TA€ Y AeBYLIKH OT YIHBICHUA
Jaxe TMepexBaTWIoO ObIXaHHe.

Co caMoro cBoero nosBieHHUA 34eCh OHA 0 CHX TTOp BHAENA
TOJIBKO CTPAaHHOE M YXacHOe. A Temnephb yBHIENA MOLTHHHYIO
Kpacory. Ilepex Heli paccTWianach MECTHOCTb, TMOKPHITasA
POCKOIITHOM cBeXcH 3€JIEHbIO, B KOTOPOi NMOBCIONY MEJIbKAIH
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MHOTOYMC/ICHHbIE LIBETHI pagyXHOH OKpacku. B cropoHe
MHPHO Nacjoch HeGONMBLIOE CTANO XMBOTHBIX, TAKHUX Xe€, KAK
TO, Ha KOTOpOoM exaimM OoHU. Koe-rme BMIOHENHCH M JIOOH,
KOTOpLIE HE NMPOSBWIM HUKAKOIO MHTEpeca K MaJIeHBKOMY
oTpsny.

OHHU NPOAOJDKAIU CIyCKAThCH, AOpOTa HMcye3la, CKIOHLI
NOKpHIBajia Msrkas fapxatucras Tpasa. U Tyt Kencu snepsrie
yBHIENIa JOMA — HX BbIIAJIH SIpKYEe KPBILIH, a CTEHHI CIUIONIb
OBUTH TIOKPBITH MacCOM LIBETYIIMX BBIOLIMXCS pacTeHmii. Eciun
6b1 y 6ecUHCIEHHBIX CTall THII BIIEPHYIM NEPbs H3 XBOCTOB
M BOTKHYJIM B CT€HBI, 3TO BHIIVIAAENO 6B TOTHO TaK.

Bckope K HUM NPHOIU3WINCh U OOUTaTeH fJoNuHbl. OHU
cobpainucs B He6ombinylo rpyny. HeMHorne U3 Hux, nonobHo
TeM, KOro BCTpeTHIa Yy KAMEHHOTIO Kpyra AEBYIIKa, MEHSUIU
LIBET BoJIOC M KOXHU. OcTaibHbIe GOJIble TIOXOAWIN Ha YMep-
1Iy10 XeHIOMHY. BbICOKME M CTpOiiHEIe, C TEMHBIMHM BOJIOCaMHU
M CBETJIOM, XOTA M CWIBHO 3aropeyioii KOXei.

YerBepo U3 HUX — MYXYMHBI B TOHKHX KOJIbYYyTaX; Koria
OHHM [BHTAIXCh, KONLYYTM IUIOTHO NPWIETAJIM K TeJaM H
Ka3aJIiNCh TAKUMM X€ MATKMMH, KaK TKaHb. J[Be XeHLIUHBI,
OfHa B 3eNIEHOH ofeXIe, TOYHO TAKOH, YTO H Ha CITyTHHLE
Kencu. Ho npyras Obu1a B IJIMHHOM CEpOM IUIaThe, KacaBllIeM-
Cs1 TpaBbl KpaeM, IIEpEeIOfACAaHHbIM JICHTOH ITOTYCKHEBIIETO
cepebpa. TéMHBIe Bojockl OLUTH yOpaHbI Ha3al M NOKPHITHI
cepeOpsAHOli ceTKO#, a OneaHoe JMLIO NOXOAWIO Ha JIHLIO
XCHIOWHBI, YMepllle#i OT paH.

HMMeHHO 3Ta XeHIIMHa B CEPOM IIepBOii ABUHYJIACH BIIEpEN,
HO CMOTpeJIa OHA TOJILKO Ha KaMEeHb o JIanoi KoK, ['yos!
€€ 1IeBeJIbHYJUCh, Hapyllas HENOJBIXHOCTbL 3aCThIBLUETO,
KaK y CTaTyH, JIMLa; OHA B3IVISIHyJIa BHAYaJlc Ha XEHIIHHY B
3es€HOM, niotoM Ha Keincu. M Kesncu nokasanocs, 4To B 3TOM
B3NIsIAe MEJIBKHY/IU IIOAO3pEHHNE U yIpo3a.

OHa caMa COCKOJIb3HYJIa CO CIIMHbI XMBOTHOTO, MPOAOIIXKast
JepXaTh B pyKaxX NMaJbTO C KOTATAMH. A KOIIKA JIETKO CIPHIT-
HyJIa Ha 3eMJIIO H TTIOTEPJIach O LJIMHHOE cepoe IUIaThe, KAMEHD
Ha LeNMH CBHCAI U3 €€ MacTH.
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XKeH1qMHA HAKIIOHWIACH, MPOBeJia NajJbLiaMH 1O ITy1IHCTOH
rojioBe, CHOBa mocMorpena Ha KeiacH M 4ro-To cKasaia.
JleByllIKa c coXajleHHEM NOKadajia IrojIoBOiA.

— He nonumasw... '

BcTpeyaBlie yAMBIINCH, a XeHILMHA HaxMypHiaack. U Tyt
Kencu cHoBa ysioBwIa GecnoKoiHOe olIylleHHE B roJioBe:

«KTo0... 9TO...»

BropuyHo 0Ha MBICIEHHO H306pa3wia cueHy Ha ben bnaiip,
cTapasiCh NIPMINIOMHHTBH Bce noapobnoctu. U ecnu atu monu
YMEIOT YUTaTh MBICJIH, TO OHM CBOii OTBET JOJDKHHI NOJTYYUTh.
Ho XeHIIMHA B cepoM NpPOAOJDKAIa XMYPHUTBCS, a OCTaJIbHbIE
06MEeHUBAIMCH TPEBOXHBIM IIEHOTOM.

«Bpara...» — 3To NpHILIWIO OT HaleAeH e€ XeHIuHb. Ta
B3su1a Kescu 3a pyky, 4T0o6bI IIpUBJIeYb K ce6e BHUMaHHE, B
Tnokasajia Ha ce6.

— JlaroHa, — NOQ4€ pKHYTHBIE IBIKEHHUSA I'y0 CONPOBOXAIH
3TO HM#, M Ha 3ToT pa3 Kejcu oTBeTmw1a Boyx:

— Kencu.

— Ken-Ceii... — JlaroHa KMBHYJIa, YKa3aJjia HA XCHIIUHY B
CEepOM M IIPOM3HECIa CJIOBO, KoTopoe KeJIcH onaTh NOCIyLIHO
nosTopwia. Tak e€ HayaJM 3HAKOMHTDL C BCTPEYalOLIUMH.

ITocne ABYX MONBITOK JEBYLIKA CMOIJIAa IIPOM3HECTH:

— Kpwura. HoHaH (BHelIHe caMBlif MOJIOZIOH M3 MYX4HH),
Kumoxk, KaitiaH, — a TOT, YTO BbILII€ BCEX OCTAILHBIX: — YPYK.

Kouika npunogHsulack Ha 3aQHHe Jianbl H TpeboBaTEIbHO
Buenwiacs B Kencu. [eByilika omycTwia NajbTo, ¥ KOLIKA
cpa3y 3aHsUIach CBOMM CEMEMCTBOM, OOTM3bIBas KOTAT, CJIOBHO
npoBepsia, HE CIYyYWIOCh JIM C HUMH YTO-HHMOyab B IIyTH.
Kencu nposenu B 6mpkaiitinii M3 CTpaHHBIX XHMBBIX JOMOB, B
€ro BHYTPEHHIOIO YacTb, I€ 3a 3aHaBeCOM OYpJIWI MEJIKUMH
my3bIpbKaMH 6acceift. JlaroHa 3HakaMM noka3aja, 9To HyXHO
pa3neThcad M ocBeXHThcs. M Hayasia MoKa3bIBaTbh Ha pa3HbIe
TpeAMETHI M TPOM3HOCHTH MX Ha3BaHMs. Keicu nosropsina ux,
cTapasich CNPaBHThCS C MPOM3HOLIEHHEM U MHTOHALIMEH.

K ToMy BpeMeHH KaK OHa BBIIUIA M3 BAHHBI U PacTEP/ach
HacyXo KBaJpaTHbIM KyCKOM TKaHH, €€ CJIOBapb HacYUThIBaJI
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OKOJIO ABaALIATH NATH CJIOB, U OHA APOJIOJIKAJIAa NIOBTOPSATD HX,
YTOObI 3aIIOMHUTb.

Kencu moena ¢ moaHoca, NMojHOro ¢ppykroB, OpexoB H
HeGONMBIIMX JIEAELIEK, Olylnas KaKylo-To CTPaHHYIO cBoboay
B oieXne, KoTopylo nana eil Jlarona. benné 6nuio cmerao-
3eJIEHOIO 1BeTa, a OpIOKM NMOXOAWIM Ha TEeCHhHIE MIXHMHCHI.
CBepxy 31ech NnoJjiarajloch HOCHTh AJIMHHYIO KypTKy 6e3 pyka-
BOB, 3alIIHYPOBbIBAIOLIYIOCS CTiepeiH cepeOpTHBIMU HUTSIMH H
NEePETSHYTYIO NMOSICOM C METAUIMYECKHMMH YKPAlLICHHSIMH H
cuMBoiaMHU. Ha Horax Kak JInTele CHAEH MATKHE MOTycanox-
KH, 10 cepeJUHb] UKD, YIUBUTEIBHO XOpOLIO NoJoLIeJUINe IO
pa3mepy. Eit nanmu rpeGeHn, YToObI OHA IpHBEJa B NOPSOOK
pacTpénaHHble JIOKOHBI, U BCE 3TO BpeMs OHa INpoioDKaia
YYMTDH S3BIK.

CHapyXH IOCJIBILIAIOCH KAKOe-TO ABIDKEHHE, KOTOpoe He
MOIJIO CKPbITh WIypliarue JNUcTBh. C paspeuieHus [{aroHs
BOLIEJ BLICOKHUI MyX4HMHa B Konbuyre. IllneM oH HEc B pyKe,
JIMLIO y Hero 6bUIO MOJNHOE, C IIMPOKUM JIGoM. OHO cpasy
NIPUBJIEKIIO K ce6e BHUMaHUe AeBy1uKU. O6BeTpeHHas, IOTEM-
HeBlUasi KoXa FoBOpWIa, YTO YeJJOBEK SIBHO IOYTH BCE CBOE
BpeMsl TIpPOBOAUT HAa OTKDPLITOM BO3AYyXe; B O4Y€Hb TEMHBIX
BOJIOCaX Ha BUCKAaX MeJILKAIH cepeOpsiHbie HUTH. Y Hero GbUTH
cepble IM1a3a, ¥ OH NPHUCTAIbHO NocMoTpen Ha Kencu, ciosHo

- XOTeJI BCKPHITh €€ IoJIOBY, eclid ObI CMOT, M H3BJIeYb OTBETHI HA
BOMPOCHI, 0 KOTOPHIX OHAa U He MOAO03peBaeT.

— Tl npouwia Bpara...

OHa B3pOTHYJIa ¥ C OTKPBITBIM PTOM HOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hero.
OH 3aroBOpWI Ha €€ pOTHOM si3bIKe!

— Bpara? — 3anmuHasicek, NopTopwia oHa. — Hukakux Bpar
He 6bBUTO, TONMbKO KaMHH. Heitn cOmn MeHsi ¢ Hor, Korma s
MbITAIAaCh MOMeLIATh €My 3aCTPEJIMTh KOLIKY. Y MeHs GbUIo
TIOJIHOE IIPaBoO... — IFHEB CHOBA BCIBIXHYN B AeBylke. — To
6bU1a Mo 3emutd, Jlexaune KaMuM 1 32 HUMH... A BC€ 3TO... Te
MbI?

Ona yKa3aja Ha oKpyXalollee: JoMa, He3HaKOMILIEB, BCIO
3Ty 3eMJIIO.

— Twm B 3enénoii JonmHe, — OTBETWI MYX4YMHa, — B
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Ockope. U TBI npouwia yepe3 Bparta... Jla oTHecéTes K Tebe
O61arocKJIOHHO JIeaH.

— A KTO ThI TaKo#? — OHa Inepeuvia npsMo x aemy. — U
YTO Takoe Bparta?

— OrtBeT Ha nepsulii Boripoc — 9 CuMmoH Tperapt. A Ha
BTOPOil — HyXeH Benuxuii, YTo6b1 BcE€ Tebe 0ObscHuUTS. [la 1
OH Bpsi U CMOXET.

— Kak MHe BepHyTbcsi? — Temepb OHa 3ajaja caMblii
BaXHBbIN BoIpoc.

OH nokayaJj IroJoBoOii.

— Tol HUKoTA He BepHELIbCS Ha3al. HaM H3BecTeH TonbKO
onuH Benukwmii, 1 TBoM BpaTa eMy He NMoA4YMHAIOTCA. [daxe
XwiapuaH He cMor Obl TociaTh Te6s1 Ha3ag.

3a HUM IOKa3ajach XeHUIMHA B CEpOM M IIpPolLIa BIEPEX,
He npuGamxasch K MyX4YHHE, CJOBHO HCILITbIBasS K HEMY
Kakoe-To oTBpaleHHe. [ToToM oHa pe3Ko cKa3aya eMy YTo-To,
OH ToXXaJl IUIe4aMM ¥ CHoBa noBepHyJics K Kencu. Craino sicHo,
YTO 3TH JBOE HeAOMIOOJIMBAIOT APYT OpYTra.

— BuTTN X0YeT 3HaTh, OTKYAA Y TeOA KaMeHb. Thl Beb He
MOIJIa IIPUHECTH €ro ¢ cOGOM.

— OH ObL1 y XEHUIUHBI... yMepllei... y PoiuneiiH.

HacTynmuwio nojiHoe MoJYaHHe, Bce CMOTPE/IM Ha Heé Tak,
CJIOBHO OHA IIPOM3HecJ]Ia KAKOe-TO yXacHOe CJIOBO.

— OHa Ha3Baja TebGe CBOE MMA? — CHpOCWI HaKOHEI]
MyX4MHa, Ha3paBllMiica TperapTom.

Kencu BcKMHYyNa rojioBy, OHa IOYYBCTBOBAJIAa B 3TOM BO-
Tipoce HeOBepHe.

— [Mla, xorma ymHMpajia, — ynpsMo orsetwia Keicu.

TperapT NHoOBepHYJICH K XCHIIMHE B CEpPOM H OBICTPO
3aropopwl. OHa ero BhIC/TYIIIAJa, HO TaK HU pa3y M He OTBeja
sraga ot Kencu. M 910-TO B 3TOM NPHCTANLHOM B3IVISIAE
3aCTaB/IUIO [EBYUIKY BCE Gosbllie M Goiblile GecriOKOUTHCS,
KakK 6yaTo €€ OOBHHSUIM B CMEPTH XEHIIUHBI H €€ CITyTHUKOB.

Ho BoT TperapT cHoBa o6GpaTwics K AeBYIIKe.

— Thu1 B3s1a KaMeHb ¢ €€ pa3peleHus?

Kencu nokayana rosjoBoi, oTBedass CKOpee XEHLIMHE B
CEPOM, YeM eMy. ’
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— KaMeHb B3si1a KolIKa, — cKa3ajia oHa. HeBaxHo, BepsAT
eil WM HeT, HO 3T0 mpaBia. K ToMy Xe, NpHHSABUIKCH
OIHMCHIBATH, KAK KOIIIKA B35U1a KAMEHb Y BJIaJie/IMIIbI, OHa CHOBA
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK 3BepEK TPETCH 06 e€ Horu. Kolka cuaena
psnoM, TNpPHUKPHIBasA XBOCTOM JIalibl, CJIOBHO OHH BIBOEM
TIPOTHBOCTOSUIN 3TOMY MMpY.

XKeHiyHA B cepOM B3IPOTHY/IA NpPH IOSABICHUU KOLIKH.
Iens mo-npexHeMy JeXaja Ha liee y XWBOTHoro. Kouika
OITyCTWIA IOJIOBY ¥ CHOBA B35J1a KAMEHb B 3yOBI.

XKeHmyHa coenana war BNepéd, M3nana KaKoi-TO 3BYK,
6yaTo xoTena oTo6paTh KaMeHb Y KOUIKH, HO TIOTOM OCTaHO-
BWIachk, IOPaX€HHas NoBeAeHHEM XHUBOTHOTO.

— 310 6BUIO BOT TaK? — crpocui Tperapr.

— Jla. Kolnka B3s/1a KAMEHb... — KeJICH XOTea pa3bACHHTD
3T0 neno moonictpee. Eif He XoTemoch, YToObl €€ CUMTaIU
rpaburesbHHMLEN OGecrOMOLIHEIX MepTBelioB. K ToMy Xe,
3a9eM el Takag Ge3neryimka?

— W xomxka npouuia Bpara nepen ToOoOi WIH BMecTe C
ToOO#, — 3TO GBUI He BoOmpoc, a yTBepxaecHHe. eBylika
OTBETHIA:

— JHa.

Teneps GpIcTpOIi peunlo pa3pasmwnack Jlarona. Kencu cibi-

_Iajla, KaK HECKOJBKO pa3 IMOBTOPSUIOCH €€ HMs M CJIOBO
«BpaTa». BHayaste xuBHyn TperapT, NoTOM XeHIIHHA B CEPOM
— HEOXOTHO, KaK noka3asiocs Kescu. [JeByiika cMoTpena, Kak
XEHIIUHA B CEPOM JOCTAET U3 IIyDOKOIO KapMaHa CBOETO
IUIaThs HeOOJMbILIOI MEIIOYEeK M pa3BA3bIBaeT HUTh. CyMKa WIH
xuceT N€r Ha non. ONyCTHBIIMCL Ha KOJIEHH, XEHIIMHA
pacIpaBHIa ero 4 NMOBEPHYNAch K KOlIKe, INss €ii B IVia3a,
XOTs He MPON3HOCHIA HH 3ByKa.

Ecnu oHa m mpocwia otaaTh eif KaMeHb, TO He Jo0mniach
ycnexa. Komka orcrynuia, npoorkasi CMOTpeTh Ha XEHIIM -
Hy. Mexny 6nemHbIMH IVIa3aMHM XEHLUHHBI IO TEMHBIMH
6poBsAiMH nosiBWIach ckianka. OHa pasMepHO 3aroBOpWa,
YTO-TO PUTMHYHOE, NTOXOXee Ha CJI0BA MAarHYeCKOTo pHTyasa.
Ho xomxka gaxe He moineBennHynach. HakoHel XeHIWHa
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noxo6payia MelIOYeK M NPH 3TOM IPHCTAIBHO M yrpoXalolle
B3riaHyna Ha Kencu. 1 BHOBB BJIACTHO 3aroBOpHIIA.
Tperapt Boicaywian u nepesén Kencu.
— Tebs1 mpocAT 3acTaBUTb TBOIK NOAPYTY OTKA3aThCH OT
CHJIBL...

— IIpocar? — suinanwia Keacu. — Koiika MHe He
noauuHserca. OHa MHE IPYT... — B IOJIOBE A€BYLIKH BCILUTLUTH
OOpLIBKM CTapbIX paccka3oB. — JKHBOTHBIE MOTYMHAIOTCS

TonbKo BeAbMaM. Hy, S He 3Halo0, YTO TaKoe 3Ta Ballia 3eJ€Hasa
JomuHa, 4To Takoe DcKop, s BooOLe HUYero 3Aech He 3Halo!
M s He xonayHbsa. Ax BooOiie He GbIBaeT.

Bnepsrie Ha ry6ax MyX4YHMHBI TTOSSBHIACh JIETKAsI Y/IbIOKA.

— O, BOT 3[eCh-TO OHM KaK pa3 M cyumecTBylor, Keicu
Makbnaiip. UMeHHO 3aech poAHHa TOrO, YTO Y HaC Ha3bIBAIOT
KOJITOBCTBOM.

OHa HeyBepeHHO paccMesuIach.

— 370 COH... — CKa3aja OHa cKopee cebe, 4eM eMy.

— Her, He coH, — Tenepb OH T'OBOPWI CEPLE3HO M, KaK
noxkasajyioch Kencu, cMoTpesr Ha He€ ¢ XalocTelo. — Bpara
no3angu, ¥ BO3BparTa HerT...

OHa 1nojHsIa pyKH.

- — Yto 310 BCE 3a pasroBopwl o Bparax? fl, BeposATHO, B
GoIbHMLIE, M BCE 3TO M3-3a yapa rojIoBoOif... — OJHAKO, AaXe
TOBOpPSl 3TO, MbLITAsICh NPHOOOAPHTLCSA, OHA 3Hajla, YTO 3TO
Hemnpasaa. IIpousouwio Heyto HeBepOSTHOE, IpeEBhIlIAOLIEEe
€€ BO3MOXHOCTH NOBEPHTD.

XKeHiiMHA B cepoM INojoluUia OJmXe, NPOTSIHYJIa PYKY
JIAMOHbIO BHHU3 U pa3pa3wiack MNOTOKOM cyioB. ['onoc eé 3pyyan
BJIACTHO, OHA CJIOBHO INpHKA3bIBaja.

— OHa xonayHps! — BocKIMKHyna Kencu.

— Jla, — cniokoifHo oTBeTHN TperapTt, U €ro yBepeHHOCTh
3acTaBWiia JeBYIIKY NNOYYyBCTBOBAaThb, YTO OH T'OBOPHUT Mpasay.
— Tak Kouixa ciyiaercd Te64?

Kescu sipocTHO nokayasa rojIoBoiA.

— 51 yxe rosopwia, YTo 3TO OHa B3sUIa Ty LITYKY Y
XEHIUINHBL... Y 3Toit PoiineiiH, xorna ta yMupana. M xeHiuHa

284



otnana eit kKameHb. He MHe aana. ITycTb 3T1a... KOJNIYHBS caMa
OTOEpET ero y KOLIKH.

TperapT paccMaTpuBal XHuBoTHoe. IToToM nomepHyscsa K
Tol, 4yro mpuBeina ciofa Kencu, ¥ 3agan Bonpoc Ha SI3bIKE,
noxoxeM Ha lueberanbe nruu. Hacrama ouepenp laroHnl
TIOBEPHYThCA K KOILUKe, KOTopas elé Goiblie OTCTyIIa CO
CIIOPHEIM KAMHEM. !

Bce Momya u HanpsDk€HHO Xpanu. Kescu noxasanocs, 91o
KOLIK2 OTVIMIHO IOHMMAET TIPOHCXOAslee U cobupaeTcs M
Janbllie qpa3HuTh Bcex. Ho BOT XMBOTHOE OITyCTHJIO I'OJIOBY H
MOJIOXIWIO KaMEHb Ha TKAHb, PacCTEJICHHYIO NpeABOAUTEIIb-
HuLei BcanHUKOB. KonnyHss caenaina war Biepén, Ho JlaroHa
XecToM Bejlesia el ocTaBaTbcd Ha Mecre. OHa mosoxXwia
KaMeHb B MELIOYEK M 3aTAHYJA HUTD.

— BT0 npeaHa3HayeHO M IPOGHMIBL.. — obpaTwicH
Tperapt k Kesncu. — Ero cwia yMepsia BMecTe ¢ BiIafeauLei.

JlaroHa BcTasa, OCTaBHUB MelOYeK Ha 3eMJle, e ero BHOBb
noAxBaTWiIa Kolka. JlaroHa o6paTuiach K KoJInyHbe, 61eaHoe
JIMLIO KOTOPO¥i Teneph CJIErKa pacKpacHeJIoCh, a pOT CXaJicd B
cTporyio npaMyio TnHHuI0. KonayHbst 65ICTpO OBEpHY/Iach —
TaK, 4To €€ cepoe OAcsIHME B3METHYJIOCh KIyOOM JbiMa — H
BBILIIA, 0GXOAS OCTAIbHBIX.

Tperapr cMoTpen et Beiienl, ¥ Teneph HacCTajla €ro o4epenb
xMypuTEcs. OH cHOBa obpaTiics K Kencu.

— OHa He coracHa. JlepXuceh oT He€ nojaislne, NoKa OHa
He NPUMMPHTCS C TEM, YTO cfenaia €€ cecTpa IO CHie, KaK
paccka3zana Tel M BbICTpOHOTas, — OH yKa3aj Ha KOIIKY. — OTH
KOJIAYHBM M3 DCTKapna NpaBWIH CIMIOKOM JAOJIO, OHH He
mobAT, Koraa MM nepevyar, gaxe B MajoM. U oHa odeHb
paccuMThiBaIa Ha CBOJO cecTpy no cwie. Ha Ty, yro ymepna.
Kak 310 npomusoiwio?

BT0 «KaK» NPo3By4allo yaapoM XibicTa. KescH pacckasana
O cTpeJiaxX, yOMBUINX CITYTHHKOB XeHIIMHBI, 0 cobake, Hanas-
LIeH MOHaYaTy Ha Hee.

— Ho g mano 9ro Buzena...

A TperapT TyT Xe Cnipoch:
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— A BcagHUK?

Korga xe geByLIKa Hayajla pacCKa3biBaTh 00 ocajle KAMEH-
HOro Kpyra, pyka Tperapra jierja Ha pyKosiTb Meda, a ryObl
HMCKa3WINCh B IpUMace, BOBce He MOXOXeH Ha YJBIOKY.

— Caps! Pasbe3n CapHoB... H TaK OJIM3KO... — OH TYT Xe
nepewi€n Ha webedywnyio peub xureneit JomuHel, u Kencu
paccibllliajla 3HaKOMble Tenephb C/IoBa: «OJIM3KO», «KAMEHb»,
«Bpara».

JlaroHa HeoxmaaHHo B3sU1a Kescu 3a pyky, npexue yeM Ta
CMOIIa YBEpDHYThCSA, M pe3KO KHBHYJIa OZHOMY M3 CBOMX
JoAe#; TOT OTKYA3-TO M3BJIEK KMHXaJI, B PYKOATh KOTOpOro
6BLT BeIaH KYCOK CBEPKAIOLIETO IoIy0oro MeTajuia, 1o LUBETy
CXOIHOTO C KAMHSIMH, 33 KOTOPLIMH NpSATANach AeByluka. OH
MpPOBEN META/UIOM Hal JIAOHBIO AEBYIIKH, HE IPHKACASACH K
Hei, HO 6auM3Ko, M KejcH modyBcTBOBaIa TeIUIO: MeTaLl
CIIOBHO caM co6oii paszorpeBajica. He orpriBas a3 ot Kescu,
JlaroHa cocpeoTOYWIach.

B rosioBe aeBy1IKe CHOBa BCIIBIXHYNA Gostb. U oHa ycibIla-
J1a CJI0Ba, HE CBOM, YyXHe.

«Th1... npu3BaHa... IlpeackazaHa...»

Kencu 3Hazma, 4YTOo BOCIIPMHMMAET He BCE, HO 3TH CJIOBa
3aCTaBWIH €€ MUTHYTb. [Ipu3BaHa... BooOle-T10, €€ NpUBEIH
ciona, 1a, HO He 3Bajd... PasBe MOXHO TaK Ha3BaTh €€ NpPUE3N
ciona ot kaMHe#? IIpenckasaHa... Hy, 3T0 3aHATHE KOJIYHOB,
OHa He MMeeT K 3ToMy oTHolreHHs1. M xeByiika obparmwiace K
Tperapty:

— S He npu3BaHa... H KaK 3TO MOIJIO OBITH?..

B ero ronoce, Kora oH OTBETWI, NIPO3BY4aJIO COYYBCTBHE.

— Bpara oTKpbIBaIOTCS CHIaMH, KOTOPBIX MBI HE TOHUMa-
eM. To, 4TOo THI mnpouuia 4Yepe3 BpaTra, KOTOPHIMH HeE
NOJIb30BAJIMCh MHOTO NOKOJIEHHH, NNOAYE PKUBAET TBOE 3Haue-
HHUe. DTy 3eMJII0 pa3phIBaeT BoiiHa — BoliHa CBeTa NpoTHB
Temel. 1 HaM, KoTophle 3HAKOMBI C T€M, YTO BHIXOXMT 3a
npeneabl OOBIYHOTO, JIETKO NMOBEPHUTH B TO, YTO Thl IPU3BaHa.
K ToMy Xe, 3T0 6bUIO NpeacKa3aHO B NMOCJHEAHEM TaJaHMH...

— A He noHMMalo, 0 4Y€M THI roopuls! 1 MHe Bc€ paBHO!
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Ecym BpaTa cymecTByloT, NO3BOJILTE MHE BEpHYTbCA! — BOC-
xmkHyna Keacu.

OH nokayan rojoBoii.

— Bpara orkpsBaloTcsi Tonbko pa3. M nuum Benmuxuit
MOXeT BHOBb OTKPHITh MX. Bo3Bpara Her.

Kencu Mor4a cMoTpesia Ha Hero, M €€ MOCTENeHHO OXBaThI-
BaJI 03HOO.

4

INpo1ino aBe HOYH, HACTYITWI TpeTHii AeHb. KelicH nonHsA-
‘nach M3 3enéHo JlonmHbI Ha OXpaHsieMble BBICOTHI, 3aTaWIach
MeXIy OByMS CKAJIaMH M IIPHHSJIACh PacCCMaTpHUBAaTh HEBENO-
Mmoe. Eit npuniocs npu3HaTs npasoTty cioB CuMoHa Tperapra:
OHH C KOLIKOM IIPOLIUTH Yepe3 KaKhe-TO 3araodHkle BpaTa Bo
BpeMEeHH ¥ MPOCTPAHCTBE M OKA3AJINCh B COBEPUIEHHO HHOM
mupe. U, kak ropoput CuMOH, Bo3Bpara orcioga Her. Ho
OCTAJIbHOE OHAa TIPUHSTh HEe MOXET: YTO €€ IpPHU3BAIA H
BOBJIEKIH BO BpaTa H3-3a KAKOH-TO HEOOXOAUMOCTH 31€Ch.
Topa3zno nerde moBepUTh, YTO BCE ITO IPOM3OLLIO C HEH
clTy4aifHo.

Ecmu Bo3BparTa HeT, cieayeT KaK MOXHO JIyqile y3HaTh 3Ty

. cTpaHy. Kencu Hanpsck€HHo paborana, usydasd mebedylnuii
A3bIK XUTeneit 3enéHoit JJonmHel, faxe 3HAKOMWIACh C SI3bI-
KaMH OpyTHX ob6uTaTteneil aToro ocTpoBKa 6ezonacHoTH. Bennb
CHMOH yBepsUI e€, YTo 31ech AeHCTBUTEIbHO caMoe Ge3onac-
HOe MecTo, B 3Toii JlonuHe. U ToIbKO MOTOMY 4YTO €€ IpHXOoA
COIIPOBOXIAJIM ONpeleIéHHbIE 3HaKH, €€ ciofa aonycTwin. U
Bc€ paBHO TIIATeJIbHO JONPOCHIM, pa3 3a pa3oM IOBTOPSAd
BOIPOCH! O YEPHOM BCAJHHKE H yMeplIeH KOJIYHLE.

Jlpyras xonayHbs, 3Ta XeHIIUHA B CEpPOM, MyTaia e€ Aaxe
bonblle, YeM BCagHHMK H ero cobaka. I'maBHBIM oGpa3zoM
notoMy, ayMana Kescy, yro 3Ta XeHIIMHa IPUHATA TYT KaK
paBHas U JIETKO MOXET IOBJIMATh Ha JIaroHy M €€ NMoANaHHBIX.
U oHa He 3aayMBIBasCh BOCINONL3YETCS TAKOH BO3ZMOXHOCTBIO.
IlostoMy Kencu craparenbHo usberaja KOJIYHBIO B CEpOM,
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XOTS eil mokazajioch, YTO Ta MO KpalHHeH Mepe IBaXAbl
nelTazaach NPpUOIU3UTLCA K HEid.

Mpgicau... Win yrpo3sl B ¢opMe MBIC/IE... KAKUM-TO obpa-
30M NPOHHKANIN B €€ CO3HaHHe, U OHAa OTYassHHO Gopojack ¢
HUMMH. Bckope oHa 0GHapyxuia, YTo cocpeloTOYHBasi BHUMa-
HUE Ha KaKOM-HHOyAb npeaMeTe, 3aTPYAHSAET BKpagyHMBOe
noJi3ydee BTOpXEeHHE B CBOE co3HaHue. JIBaxK k! e MpULUTIOCHh
BECTH HacTosllee BHYTPEHHee CpaXeHHe, YTOOB! 3a1IUTUThCH,
M KaXIblii pa3 MOGIHU30CTH He OKA3BIBATOCh HU JlaroHsl, HH
Tperapra. He 6pU10 U XEHIIUHEI B CEPOM, BO BCSIKOM CIydae
KencH e€ He BHAeJIa, HO AaBleHHE Ha CO3HaHMe olnylnana. O6a
pasa eif ygaBaJloCh H3THAaTh 3TO BTOpXeHHe, [yMasi 00 yMHpa-
IolIeH KOJAYyHbE, NMPOU3HOCH €€ MM, KaK HEKUH 3alIUTHBIN
TaJINCMaH.

UM xaxnbrii pa3, Kak OHa OTpaxaJia BTOpXeHue, 6ecCIbHBII
rHeB CTAHOBWICA BCE€ XoJloxHee W rpo3Hee. Ho xonayHes B
CEpOM TAaK U He MOJIydyWia KAMEHb, XOTS O4eHb ITOTO XOTesa.
Kolka yHec/ia KaMeHb B CBOE JIOTOBO, KOTOpOe IUIs1 He€ U e€
KOTAT COOPYAWIU IO NpHKasy JJaroHbl, 1 He BHIHOCHIA €TO
OTTyAa Hapyxy.

Kencu Hayana BHOBb OGAYMBIBaTh TO, YTO Y3HaJa 3a TOC-
nenHee BpeMs. He Bce xuByline B 3TOM 6€30M1aCHOM MecTe —
JI00M, HO BCce 00J1aaloT pa3yMoM H OOlIEi Lieblo.

EcTb Takme, KOoTopble BOOpPYXeHH! XOJONHBIM METALIOM,
noao6Ho TperapTy. 9To M MyXYHHEI, H XeHIIUHBI. EcTh moau
JlaroHsl, UX NMOCTOSIHHbiE H3MEHEHHs, Ka3ajJoCh, YepraioT
CWIY U3 NMOSICOB Y HApYYHBIX TIOBSI30K, KOTOPble OHM HHKOTIA
He cHuMaloT. [losica M MOBSA3KM M3 SIPKO-3€JIEHBIX KaMHEi,
obsanaommux coOCTBEHHOM — CBOeoOpa3Hoi — XH3HLIO.

XKuseT 30eCh U HApO[ ALIEPHL, 30JI0TO-3€/IEHBIX, C TPeOHEM
Ha royioBe, ¢ IVla3aMU XECTKMMH, KAK JparolicHHble KaMHH;
OHHM MeJBKAIOT CpeaM APYTUX XMTeNeiH I CHAAT, Mrpas
MaJICHBKMMH SIDKO pacKpalleHHBIMH KaMelukaMd. Y1 ¢ HuMu
PEHTaHBI, 3T HUKOTA He YCTAIOLIHe XXUBOTHbIE, HA OTHOM M3
HHUX OHa NpHexajia B JOJHMHY. A eCTh H APYTHE CYLUEeCTBa, elé
6onee cTpaHHBbIE.

HanpuMep Te, KOTOpBIX, KaK OHA y3Hasla, Ha3bIBaloT ¢JaH-
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HaHaMH. MaJjieHpKiie TYMaHOMIHEIE Tejla CHAOXeHBI SpKIUMH
PanyXHBIMM KpEUTbAMH. VX TaHell B Bo3ayXe — OHO H3 CaMBbIX
YOUBHMTEIBHBIX 3peivil 3Toro Mupa. EcTb 3mech u orpoMHbIe
TITHILB! WIM CYLIECTBa, IOXOXHE Ha ITTHL, KOTOPHIE PeTYISIPHO
o0eTaloT HOJMMHY, CJIOBHO OXPAaHAIOT €€ OT KaKOM-To oIac-
HocTH ¢ BhicOT. M60o, HecMOTpd Ha Bce YBEpPEHUSA B
6e3onacHocTH, [ojiMHa HaxoAWIach B ocane.

JBaxnabl oHa BHAENa OTPSALI YaCOBBIX, BO3BPAILABIIINXCS C
BLICOT WIH yXonsiinux Tyaa. U cpeau Bo3BpalaBLIMXCS ObUTH
paHeHble. Kaxnylo HO9b Ha OTKPHITOM MECTe Y peKH, BbIOLICH-
csi cepebpsiHOM JieHTOH mo [HommHe, pa3sBogwiM GOBLIOH
xoct€p. Y1 Korma B Hero B oOIpede/IEHHOM pHTyale JIOOH
JaroHs! 6pocany JIHCThA M BETBH HEKOTOPBIX PacTeHMif, OT
KOCTpa NMOAHHUMAJICS I'YCTOM apOMATHBIA ObIM.

— Ken-Ceii...

Ona B3npornyna. KaMeHpb oA ofHO#H M3 MATKHMX NOAOLIB
TiepeBepHYJICS U NOKATHIICS.

He Harona, He Tperapr. Ta, Koro oHa Tak cTapaiachk
n3beraTh, XeHIIMHA B cepoM. OHa ycenach Ha ckaie, BbIO-
paHHOiHi TakK, 4To Keicu Teneppr He MOXeT YHTH, He
MPOTHCHYBIIMCH MMUMO He€.

— Tol oyeHs xpabpasi... WIM O9€Hb IIyNad... — XCHIIUHA
XOpOILO OBJIaje/Na A3bIKcM Tperapra... WiIH ¢ TOMOLIBIO KaKOi-
TO CHJIbI TPOHMKAJIA B CO3HaHHE AEBYUIKH, — €CJIH TaK

OTKPBHITO Ha3biBaelllb cBOE UMs. Pa3Be y Te6s1 Ha ponuHe He
3HAIOT, YTO UMA — 4YacTb cyllecTBa? WM ToI Tak 3aiuuiieHa,
YTO HMYero He 6oHubca? KakuM HCKyCCTBOM THI Bjaleellb,
Ken-Ceii?

B rosnioce e€ caplmanach HacMelnka, H Kescu cpasy nouys-
cTBoBaa 3TO0. I103TOMY HeroJoBaHHE OKAa3aJoCh CHIbHEE
TPeBOTH M CTpaxa, KOTopble Bcerga BhI3bIBajIa B He#l 3Ta
XeHIIUHA.

— HuxaxuM HCKycCTBOM s He BIafielo, — YIPIOMO BO3pa-
3uw1a aeBymika. — He 3Halo, nodeMy st OKa3anach 31€Ch, 2 TBOH
BpaTa... — TYT OHa NepeBeia JbIXaHue.

KosmyHps1 mokadaa rojioBoid.

— He Mo n Bpara. MH B Takue Jejla He BMelIHBaeMcH,
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XOTHA KOTJa-TO... — OHA BRIIPAMWIACH, M JIMLIO €€ NPHHAIO
ropaoe BhIpaXeHHe, — KOIIa-To HAlM Je1a MOIVTH COIICPHH-
9arh ¢ TaiiHaMM BpaT. Ho... — HeyxeJH e€ riean AeiiCTBUTEILHO
cjerka oOBHCIM mon cephiM miatbeM? — Ho 3T0 Bpems B
npouuioM. CKaxXu MHe, AeByuIka... Ken-Ceii... — oHa IIpoH3-
HOCWIa HMs, KaK HEeYTO OYeHb 3HauMTe/IbHoe. — KTO npaBur
HMCKYCCTBOM B TBOEM BpEeMEHH H Ha TBoeii 3emne?

— Ecnu Tl MMeellb B BUAY KOJAYHMH, — rops/90 OTBETIWIA
Kencu, — 1o ux Het. Ha camom pene. IIpocro ckasxu.... O,
HEKOTOPhIE HX PAaCCKA3RIBAIOT, TOBOPAT O NpeNaHHAX, BEPAT B
uepeMOHMH, OyaTo 6Bl NMpHIDEalINe U3 IPEXHUX BPEMEH... HO
BCE 3TO TOJILKO HX BooOpaxeHue!

Hacrynmna TviuvHa, 1 KesicH CHOBa OlIyTHIa BKPaqIHBOE
NMPOHUKHOBEHHE B CO3HAHME, CIIOBHO KOJNOYHbsI NpOBEpSIA
KaKOH-TO €€ LUMT.

— Thl BepHMllIb B CBOH CJIOBa, — HAKOHEl YAMBIEHHO
Tporopopmnia XeHIMUHAa. — Bepmiims. Kak MOryT HCKa3HTbCS
nopuHHEle 3HaHua! OpHako Tperapr, — Kescu noxasanocs,
9TO 3TO MM OLUIO NPOHM3HECEHO C OTBpalneHHeM, — Tperapt
obnanaeT onpenenéHHOM CHIOH, a OH TOBOPHT, YTO IIPOHCXO-
AUT U3 TBoero Mupa. XoTd NpHINEN depe3 ApPyTHe BpaTa.

Kencu cena Ha KaMeHb, 06paTHBIONCEH JIMIIOM K XeHIOUHE,
HO Ta Ha He€ He CMOTpeJa. ‘

— He 3Hal0, 9TO TH Ha3bIBa€lOb CWIOH... — XOTA NpaBAa Ik
310? Beib KaMeHHbIi KPYT ocaXIaTH, H BCAAHHK MOJIb30BAJICH
JaJIeKO He OGBIYHLIM OpYXHeM, IT06B1 JoOpaThCa o He€, HO
He CMOT ITPOBECTH CBOIO JIolIaab B KAMEHHOE KOJIbLIO, a caMa
OHa MoIJIa JIETKO BBIXOAMTb U BXOMUTH.

— Buaouuns? ThI ToXe €10 Blageelnb. B Tebe ecTh cwia, o
KpaiiHeli Mepe, 30eCch, — KOJNAYHbS CJIOBHO NMPOWwia €€ MbIC/IH.
— Taganue npeackaszano TBoé mosmieHue. A Poitneiin, —
ry6nl €€ HCKpHBHIINCB, CJIOBHO OHA C TPYZOM IIPOH3HOCHIIA 3TO
nms1, — PoiineitH oraana tebe cBOii KAMEHb...

— He Mue, — HanoMHMna Kencu.

— Ax, na. Komke. Ho B 94éM 3HaueHHe 3Toro, Ken-Ceii?
OrBeyait MHe mMpaBIy, — OHa NOAHSUIA PYKYy H ILIEJKHYIA
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nameiiaMA. ['oy6ast orHeHHas JIeHTa yCTpeMIIIAChH K AEBYIIKE,
Ta YBepHYJIach, HO HEOCTATOYHO OLICTPO: HCKPa KOCHYJIACh €€
BHCKA, H B ro/IoBe y KeJicH C/IOBHO pa3opBajict OTHEHHBIH 10ap.
OHa 3aKpHYaja H NMOKAYHYJNACh.

— Apkspaxa!

KescH, Bcé ewm€ He obpeTinast paBHOBECHS, YBHIENA, KAK
OTKyZAa-TO, CJIOBHO ¢ Heba, NpMIIIa Apyrasi OTHEHHas JIMHUA
H IIpope3aia MPOCTPAHCTBO MEXOY Hei H KonayHbeit. Myxyun-
Ha, OIMH M3 BOMHOB JlaroHH, CHOBA NOAHSI PYKY, H BTCPO#
3111, Xap KOTOPOTO OIIYTIIA JeBYLIKA, TTPOJieTe]l MeXay Hel
H KOJIIyHbeH.

Crpenasumii npubmswica, ¥ Keycu yaHana B HEM DdyTy-
pa, conpaBuTens [JJaroHsl B 3TOM LIAPCTBE MUPA; PANOM C HUM,
OTCTYIIMB Ha lIar U He OOHaXas Opyxws, 1IE]X MoJofoi
YenoBeK, nMA Kotoporo Kesncnm nomumna: HoHaHl, -oquH u3
Pa3BeqYHKOB, KOTOpHIE€ YXOISAT 3a npefeinl JlonuHbI A
BCTPEYH € CaMBIM YEPHLIM 3JI0M.

— Ham 31ech Takue TpIOKH He HyXHbI, — DdyTyp obpaTivi-
Csl HENOCPEACTBEHHO K KOJIAYHbE, M €€ NpeXae CIIOKOHHoe
JIMLIO MCKA3WIOCh B BeccHIbHOI 31obe.

I'yOHl €€ 1IeBeIbHYJIUCh, OHA CIIOBHO COOMpaJIach ILTIOHYTh,
XakK paccepXeHHas kolnka, Ho oTBeTHIa JOBOJILHO CIIOKOHHO:

— OHa Beab Tebe He POACTBEHHHIIA...

— Ho oHa u He TBoeit KpoBH, — Bo3pasuwi Bdyryp. — U
€CJIH YTO-TO AAET, TO JOOPOBOJILHO M OTKPHITO. Y Hac cBOOOI-
HO€ MeCTO, HeT HH XO35€B, HH CIIYT...

— BulI Bce cryrn! — BCIILIXHYNIA KOJNIYHBS.

— Ho cayxuM Mu1 Besmxoii Ciiie, KOTOpYIO HH Thl, HH KTO
Apyroii B 310M [loMMHe He MOXET NMPH3BaTh!

— TrMa IpOHUKIIa BO MHOTHE MECTA, Ile HEKOTrIa NMpaBwi
Cser. [laxe TBOS JieOM, CBA3aHHAs KIISTBOH, HE 3HAET, KOTO
BNYCTWIA B cepAlle cBoei 6e3onacHoii 3emmm. Te, xTo npoxo-
OST d9epe3 BpaTa, NPHHOCAT ¢ coboif maphl, TajJaHTHI,
CTPEMIIEHHA, VISl KOTOPHIX Y HAaC HET JaXe Ha3BaHWiA. Ol
MHOTOC Y3HaJa OT 3Toi. MoxXeT, oHa — Xmo4, KoTopsIM ThMa
OTKPOET BalllM 3aMKH!

— Tl npaBymIb 32 ropamu... BepHee, npasuna, myapas. Ho
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MOX0Xe, 3A€Ch Thl He MoXelb cobpaTh Myapaix XKeHiumuH. Th
SABWIACh K HaM B DCKOp 33 IOMOIIBLIO ¥ HAELID CBOMM ITYTEM,
TebA He COepXMBAIOT y3hl, HUIOXCHHBIE Ha CHIY 3dech. TH
BeAb 3HaelOb, YTO BCAKOE NMpHMEHEHHEe CWIBI NpobyXaaer
ToeMy ¥ TeM ycHiuBaeT e€. BHOBb roBopio Te6e: HOH CBOMM
IyTéM, KOTOPBIH He COBNajaeT ¢ Halumum!

— Thl Myx4yuHa! — Ha e€ rybax nosBWIach NneHa, IEKH
BCIBIXHYJIM. — YTO THI 3Haellb O CHIe, KpOMe TaKMX BOT
HIpylieK? — OHa yKa3ajla Ha ero XJIbICT. — Bricimas cuna...

— ...IPHHAIJICXUT TOMY, KTO MOXET yIepXaTh €€, MyX1iHHe
WIH XEHIIWHEe, — OTBETWI OH. — MHbI 3aech He cieayeM
obbryasiM DcTKapna. B crapuHy 3aech XWiM MOTydue JOOAH, H
OHM 6bUTH MyxXunHaMH. M He XxBacTail cJlaMM CBOMX cecTEp,
BeAb YMCJIO UX U3PANHO YMEHBUIWIOCH.

— YT068I criacTH Hail Mup! — LIEKK e€ moGueaHeNH, HO
IVIa3a ropeiy FHeBHO, U KeJjicH 9yBCTBOBaJIa, CKOJIb CHIbHbLIE
3MOLHUH OXBATHIHM 3TO XyZIO€ TeJIo.

— YT1068BI cnacTu Baml MHpP, — KUBHYJI DdyTyp. — U THI
JAelicTBoBajla pagu cBonx. Y cHoBa ropopio Te6Ge: TBOH IMyTH
noj HallUM HeOOM — HE Hallli ITyTH, IOMHH 06 3TOM.

OH TroBOpWJI CNOKOWHO, M KOJAYHbSI, NO-TpeXHEMY B
CWILHOM THEeBe, TIOBEPHYJAch U yuuia. A DdyTyp He cMOTpe
el Bcied, OH CJIOBHO BooOuie 3a6pu1 o Hell. Temeph oH
obpatwicsa K Kencu:

— TBI YMHO TIOCTYNHMIUb, €CTM Oyaelns M3berath e€. OHa
npHHecna ¢ coboii BCIO Y30CTh MBICIIH 3amaja, H s JyMalo, He
CKOpPO OHa NMpHMeT Apyroit obpa3 XM3HH. BTO MpaBaa, YTo
KOJNOYHBH DcTKaprna Xpabpo cpaXaluch, YTOOBI 3alMTHThL
CBOIO 3eMJIIO OT OBYX 30JI, HO B IOCJEAHEil CXBaTKe OHU He
TOJIBKO HCTOLIMJIH CBOM CWIhI, HO M IOTEpPSUIM MHOTHX W3
cBoero yucaa. CamMa XH3Hb yluia oT HuX. OHM HIOYT 37€ech
BO30GHORBJIEHHSA TOTO, YTO NoTepsUIH. He TOJbKO CHIBI — OHa
€l€ XHMBET B X KPENOCTH, HO M T€X, KOTO OHH MOIYT OOY4HTD,
TIOATOTOBUTh K cBoeMy obpasy xm3Hu. U He mymalo, snenu,
YyTo6BI MX NYTHh NPHHEC Tebe Ao6po...

— 370 OHa mpMIIa KO MHE, a He A K Hell, — Bo3paswia
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Kencu. — U 1 He 3Halo, 9T0 3T0 34 CWIA, O KOTOPOIi 30eCh TaK
MHOTO TOBODST, H He X0y eé.

DdyTyp MeIEeHHO NOKa4dasl I'oJIOBOiA.

— Xu3Hp — 31O BOBCE HE TO, YTO HaM X04eTCs; CKopee, 3TO
To, 910 Bequxue HaloT HaM B 4ac poXaeHHd. B yenoBeke —
MyX4HHE H XeHLIMHE — MOXeT ObITh 3aKTI09€HO HEYTO, O YEM
OH U He MOJO3peBaeT; OHO CaMO NpPOSBISETCH, BBIXOTUT
HapyXy HEOXHIAaHHO B MOMEHT HampsxeHHMd. M, mosBuB-
LIIHCH, MOXET OLITH HCTIONIL30BAHO KaK OpyXHe, €CJIH Biaaeiel]
3TOIO XOYeT, — OH YJILIOHYJICA M yKa3ajl Ha MOJIOZOTO YeJo-
Beka, No-TNpeXHeMy AepXaBlIerocs B iare 3a HUM. — Cripocu
MoHana, 9To oH Hawén B cee.

Ho MoHaH He ynbiGHyIcS B oTBeT. JIMIIO €ro ocTaBaloch
CepbE3HBIM, KaK OyATO HHMYETO BECEIOro B MHPE OH He BHIEI.

— DTO MpHLIO HEMpOlIeHHBIM, — CKa3aJ OH, Koria
Odyryp yMonk. — U 910681 06pecTn JJap, npuxoaurcsa HATH
TPYAHOM AOPOToii, — TYT OH NMOXaJ IUle9aMU. — Mbl IPULIUTH
X TebGe, Jeau, YTOOBI CIPOCHTH, A€ MyLINCTas, KOTopas C
ToOoii mpolia Yyepe3 Bpara.

— He 3Hao, — Keincu yauBWiIach nepeMeHe TeMbl,
MOJIONOM 9eJI0BEK, AOJDKHO OBITH, MOHI 3TO IO €€ BbIpaxXe-
HHIO, IOTOMY 4TO Ho6aBwi:

— ToMy ecTh NpuIMHA, — ONHY PYKy MoHaH nprxamMan K
TPYOH, IepXa B HEH YTO-TO 3aBEPHYTOE B TKaHb. OH NPOTAHYN
CBEPTOK AEBYUIKE, M OTTYAA IOC/IBILIAJIOCh TOHKOE MSIyKAaHbe.
OGEpTKa pasBepHYyNach, 1 KesicH yBHIE1a MaJICHBKYIO ITyLIHC-
Ty10 TOJIOBKY, IUIOTHO 3aKphIThiE CJElble IV1a3a, PacKphITYIO
IacTh H yciblllaJia MIYKaHbeE.

— Ceprlii 3aTHaJI CHEXHYIO KOLIKY, — TOJIOC Wonana
3By4aJl pe3Ko, — ¥ M03a0aBIICA ¢ HEI0 U OTHUM KOTEHKOM. A
3TOro Hamén M crac Tcam. OH YMpET, eClIM ero CKopo He
HAKOPMMTBb.

— Ho oH Taxoii 6onbluoit, — Kencu yxe npoTsaHyna pyky
K KOTEHKY. — DBonbiie 060HX KOTAT AMKOM KOLUKH...

— BricTponoroii, — nonpaswi MoHan AeByuKy, u oHa
YOUBNEHHO B3IVISIHYJIA HAa HETO.
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— Tul yxe pan eii mas?

— Tak ona caMa HasBanach Jlenu B 3enéHoM. Bcé, 4ro
6eraer, IWIaBaeT WIH JIeTaeT ¥ He NpHHAWIeXUT TeHH, BCE
apyxHo ¢ Jlexn. Ho neT€Hun yMpeT...

— Her! — cnenas migyinas rojiosa, KpyK rojoaa U ofHHO-
yecTBa npuBean Kescu B cebs, 3acTaBwiM 3a6bITh O CBOEM
nonoxeHud. — OHa TONBKO BYepa yHeca CBOMX KotaAT. U 4
BHIeNa €€, TOJIBKO KOIa OHa NPMXOAWIa IOeCTb.

Enpa B34B B pyKH Halin¢Henna, Kejcn nossana, 4ro JomkHa
HaliTH KOLIKY ¥ IIOCMOTPETh, NpuMeT i1 BricTpoHOras npu-
€MHoro pe6€Hka. OHa 3HaJjla, 9T0 HHOIAA KOLIKH JENAIoT 3TO
OXOTHO. ‘

Kourka, HeCOMHEHHO, Halllla JIOTOBO IIE-TO B XOJIMAax,
OKPYXAIOLIMX AONHHY. TaM e€ MoXeT NnpHB/IeYh MHOXECTBO
PaclleJIdH ¥ HeNTyOOKHX Ielnep; H JIOTOBO He JOIKHO ORITh
CIIMIIKOM Jajleko OT JOMOB, KyAa KOLIKAa KaXAbIi Bedep
TIPUXOOWT 32 €JOH.

Kencu npmxana X cebe 3aBEPHYTOTO B TKAHb KOTEHKA U
nocmotpena Ha MoHaHa.

— K10 3710?

— CHex®Has KOlIKa, — KOPOTKO NOBTOPWI OH. — Marsp
JaJieKo ylula M3 Iop, OXOTsCh. A cephie 3a TaKoH HmoObryeit
MOTYT TOXe NpHIATH HU3AaJieKa.

JleTEHBIN THIKAICA €ii B NANBLIbI, TOJIOAHO OGIM3BIBA MX H
BpeMs OT BpeMEHH HCITycKas XanoOHbrii miuck. Kesncu pemnu-
TEJILHO TIOBEPHYNIACh CIIMHOI K JoOMaM M ITAJIaTKaM TeX, KTO He
6puU1 poxaéH B [lomiHe, 1 HanpaBswiIach B XoMsbl. ITo nopore
OHa Havaja 3BaTh — He <«KMC-KHC», KaK B CBOEH cTpaHe H
BpeMeHH, — a 3BaTh MBIC/IEHHO. Jlo 3TOro MOMEHTa OHa O
TaKo# BO3MOXHOCTH U He aymana. Ho eit nterko 6su1o npen-
CTaBUTHh cebe NHUKYI0O KOLIKY M €€ KOTAT, YAepXMBaTh 3Ty
KapTHHY B CO3HAaHMHM M INPOAOIXaTh 3BaTh — 3BaTh CBOETO
CITyTHHKA IO IMPUKTIOYEHHIO CrIoco0oM, 11 OTTHCAHHA KOTO-
Poro y He€ He Hauwioch ORI CJIOB.

OHa uyBcTBOBaJa, o MOHaH HAST 32 Heil, HO Ha HEKOTO-
POM pacCTOSTHMM, CJIOBHO Gomrcs momeinats. OHHM TpONLTH
gepe3 HECKOJIbKO KAMEHHBIX OChINeil, MUHOBAJIH pydeif, KOTO-
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PhIfi BRITEKAT WX XOJMOB Ieped CIMAHHEM ¢ pekoil. U Tyt
Kencu ocranoBmnace.

Kak 6yaTo X nsITH YyBCTBaM, KOTOphHIe OHA IIPOHECNA Yepe3
BCIO XHM3Hb, fo6aBwiIoch HoBoe. He 3anax, He 3peHue, He cIyX
— ocsi3aHHe, HO KaKoe-TO ocoboe. OHa CKOHIIEHTPHPOBAIach
Ha 3TOM HOBOM YYBCTBE, U TYT X€ M3-32 KAMHS, TIOKPBITOTO
ZIpeBHei 06BeTpuBIIEiica pe3n6oii, MOKA3aIach IMKAs KOLIKA.
Kencu caenana K Heit mar, 1 BricTpoHOras npeaynpexaajolie
3apordana. XoTs JeBylIKa M NpPHHECHIa W caMy KOIIKYy M e€
xotaT B 31y JlonuHy, BricTpoHoras o6bsaBIs1a, YTo TO GhUla
TOJIbKO BpEMEHHas Mepa, M 9To GoJblie NoAo6HBIX BOJIBHOC-
Teii OHa He HoITycTHT. TaM, 3a BpaTaMH, TOBOPAT, YTO NPUPYIUTH
JMKYI0O KOUIKYy HeBo3MoXHO. IToxoxe, 3To npagna.

Kencu nanbine He nouuia. Onupasich 0 KaMeHb, OHa OMyc-
THJIACh Ha KOJIEHH, IIOJIOXHIAa nepel coboil CBEPTOK H
pa3BepHy/a ero, OTKPhIB IN'OJIOQHOIO KPUYAlNEro NeTEHLINIA.

Hepylka ctapanachk AepXaTb CBOM MBICJIU NpHU cebe. laxe
ec/M 6bl OHa MOIVIa MEBICJIEHHO IIpHMIVIACHMTb BhICTpoHOry10
OCMOTPETD 3TOI0 HaliIEHbI1IA, TO He pelwIach 6b1. CIMIIKoM
MaJIo OHa 3HaeT 06 3Toii cBoeil HOBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH.

JeTénbin npomosoKan rwiakats. BricrpoHoras cHoBa 3aphl-
Yajia ¥ NIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero. MeljieHHO, No JioitMy 3a pa3s,
CJIOBHO TpuUOMMXasich K OoObr9e, OHa ABUHYJACh BHEpEN,
NPIKUMAsICh XWBOTOM K 3eMJie, BpeMs OT BpEMEHH OCTaHaB-
JymBasch U msang Ha Kejncu, xoTopas cuaena HENOABIDKHO H
TepNeINBO Xajia.

MoxeT OBITh, KOTEHOK YIysUl NpubmxeHUe bricTpoHoTrOi,
TIOTOMY 9TO NMOBEPHYJI K He TOJIOBY, XOTA M He MOT BHIETD, U
THCK ero cran emé xanobHee. Komka npeirdyna, u Keicu
MPOTSIHYJIA PYKY, ONacasiCh, YTO JETEHBILI MOTUOHET B pe3yiib-
TaTe €€ 3KCIepUMEHTA.

BricTpoHOTas MmpHcena Haa KOTEHKOM, KOTOPBIi JOCTHUTA
HE MeHee 9eTBEPTHU €€ pa3Mepa. BricyHyna sI3bIK M JIM3HYNA
caenylo ronosy. [1oToM nomerrayack CXBaTUTL €TI0 3a 3aTPHBOK
¥ OTHECTH B CBOE JIOTOBO, KaK CO6CTBeHHbIX KOTST. Ho 1151 Heé
3TO OKA3aIOCh MOYTM HEBBIMOJNHHMMOM 3amadeil. Komxka c
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TPYAOM IOTAIIIIA BOTISIIIETO AETEHRILIA IT0 3eMJIe M CKPhUIACh
c HMM 3a KaMHeM. Kescu nosepHynach 1 yBuaena, aro Honan
BHHMATEeILHO CMOTPHT Ha He€. '

— 5 aymalo, oHa ero npuMeT, — cKasana gepymika. — Ho
BbBDKMBET JIH OH, 3TO ApPYroe AeJo.

BriepBrie OHa yBHAE A TETKYIO TEHD HA €I0 CEPhE3HOM JIMLIE.
OTy TeHb MOXHO ObUIO ObI Ha3BaTb U YIBIOKON.

— BrDXuBEeT, — OH Ka3zajcsl yBepeHHbIM. — 3TO MeCTO
XM3HH, a2 HE CMEPTH.

Kencu BHOBB moaymaia, Kak Majlo OHa 3HaeT o JJomiHe n
€€ XMTe/sIX, KAK MHOTO HYXHO ell€ y3HaThb. ¥Y3HaTh? CHoBa
MBICJIH €€ TOLILUTH 110 MpUBLIYHOMY ITyTH. Hackojbko cripaBen-
JIUBEI cioBa Tperapra o Bparax, 4epe3 KOTOphle MOXHO NPONTH
TONBLKO B OOHY CTOPOHY? MoXeT, HUKAKME DPacclpochl He
nanyr eii orBeta. Ho TO, YTO MOXHO y3HaTh, OHa y3HAeT.

— To1 He U3 xureneit JJoauHb, — 3asgBWIa OHa. DTO OBLI
He BoMpoc, a yTeepxaeHue. B [lonnHe X1 ABa ryMaHOMIHBIX
IUIEMEHH, He TOBOPSA YXe O KPbUIAaThIX, KOTTHUCTBIX, KOMBITHBIX
WIH YelIyiH4yaThIX.

— 970 TaK, — OH ceJl IULIOM K Heil, CKpeCTHB HOrH. MeXny
HHMH JleXajla CKOMKaHHasi TKaHb, B KOTOPOif IOHOLIIA MPHHEC
ner€Hbilia. — Bo MHe Te4éT KpoBb KapcTeHa... H Cankapos...

OH, JODKHO OBITh, NOHAI IO €€ BRIPAXEHHMIO, YTO 3TH CJIOBA
HUYero €ii He roBOPAT, NOTOMY YTO pa3paswics ITMHHOM
peunio. Takoii OHa He cibIXaJa cO OHA CBOEii BCTpeYH C
TperapToM.

— Miu1 JIpeBneii KpoBu — ¢ 1ora — orryma Mos Math. Hac
M3THAIM M3 CBOEM CTpaHbl, MBI YKPHUIMCh B ropax H CTaJIH
60pOTLCS C KoIIepaMH U ¢ TEMH, KTO OOpEK HalllMX poaudeit
Ha CMepTh. A KOrZa KOJAYHbH IepeBepPHYIU TOPHI...

— IlepeBepHynu ropsi! — npepsana ero Keincu. Moxer,
OHa M NMPUMET KOEe-YTO, HO 3TO «IICPEBEPHYJIN FOphI» A1 Heé
YX CJIMLIKOM.

— Bce, xTo npasw1 DeTKapnoM, — npogookan Monan, —
cobpanuch BMECTE, COERHHWIM CHIbI H 0OpaTWiIN MX NPOTHB
caMoii 3¢eMJIH, TaK, YTO I'OpHl PYIIWINCh H BBIPAcTajlH HOBBIE,
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M BIIOC/IEACTBHM HU OAMH 9eJIOBEK He MOT Y3HaTh IpaHHILY.

CoBepllIeHHO ICHO, YTO OH BEpHUT KaXIOMy CBOEMY CJIOBY,
KAaKHMM OBl HEBEPOSTHLIM 3TO HH Ka3aJoCh.

— Torza MBI OTIIpaBWIHCh HAa TIOMCKM HOBOM 3¢MJIH, —
npoaoyoKaj oH, — M Hac BEn KaitnaH Tperapr. OH npuBEN Hac
BIPEeBHHE 3¢MJIH, cloaa, B Ockop. Ho u Tyt Xau10 gpesHee 3710,
H OHO NPOCHYJIOCh C MpHXoAoM Tperaprop, MOTOMy YTO HX
cectpa KaTrea — Bbimalolascd KOJOYHbs, XOTS U HE HOCHT
KaMH$; H To, YTC OHa JieJiajla B HeBeleHUH, PaCTPEBOXIIIO 3Ty
3eMimio. Y cHoBa Hayasach BoitHa NpOTUB BOHCK ThMBI, H 3TO
Jaxe TpyAHee, YeM TO, YeMy MBI IPOTHBOCTOSUTH pDaHblIle.
CTpaHHbIe HaM NPUXOAUTCS BECTH CPaXeHMS... — OH B3NIA-
HyJ Ha CBOHM PYKHM, JIeXaBlUWe Ha pyKosTH Meva. Kencu
BCIIOMHWIA, 4TO JIIOOM, OLEThIE B KOJIbYYTH, OTIMYAIOTCA OT
TeX, YTO MEHAIOT LIBET; PyKa Y HUX MMOCTOSHHO Ha OPYXHH, KaK
6yaTO OT XU3HH OHH HE XAYT HH4Yero, KpoMe BOHHbBI ¥ TPEBOTH.

— A k1o xe tornza CumoH Tperapr? Thl ropopuiub o
Kaiinane...

— CHMOH — 3TO TOT, YTO IpPOILUEN Yepe3 BpaTa... KaK M Thl,
neau. OH 3aHsUT BBICOKOE ITOJIOXEHHE B COBETe DcCTKapIia,
KOTZIa HayaJlach BOMHA C KOJIIEPaMH, M JIULIb HeJaBHO BEPHYJI-
cs M3 ellI€ OQHOrOo MoXo[a, KOTOPHIi NpeaAnpHHI Oe3 BemoMa
apyrux. OH XeHWICS1 Ha ObIBLIe# KonnyHbe JIXenIuT, u y HuX
ponwinch ABa ckiHa: Kaitnan u Kumok, u 1ous Karress — Bece
oaHoBpeMeHHO. Takoe Yyao 3aech He 6bL10 H3BECTHO paHblIe.
BouH, xonayH H KongyHbs. U Bce coBeplLIIIH BeIMKUE AEAHUS
Ha 3TOH 3eMIe.

Ho HyxHO caenarth ewé MHoroe. M MHoroe 4eyioBeK He
MOXET INOHATD... — OH CHOBa HAaXMYPWICS U NPOBEJ NAThLIAMHU
M0 PYKOSTM Meya, JaXe BhITallWl e€ro HEMHOIO M CHOBa
OITYCTHWI B HOXHBI.

— A ¢ 106011 Takoe ciaydanoch? — Kencu nonboapuia ero,
KOIZia OH 3aMoJT4ajl; OHa XOTejla KAK MOXHO GoJblie H3BJe4b
H3 ero nmaMATH. Temepp OHa He MOIVIa OTPHLATh, YTO MO
KpaliHeil Ha BpeMs 3acTpsUla B 3ToM MHupe. M 4yeM Gomblie o
HEM y3HaeT, TeM JIydlle 4 e€ Oyaywiero. XoTsa OHa H He 3HaeT,

297



KaKy1o poib 6yeT urpath B HEM, M He X09ET yMaTh 06 3TOM.

— Cnyganocs, — cormacwic Monan. — Ha kakoe-To
BpeMs MbI MIOBEPWIH, YTO OTOTHAIM ThMy M OHa CKphUIach B
cBoeii KpenoctH. Ho THI paccka3ana HaM o BcanHHKe-CapHe,
KOTOPBIif OCMeNWICS NONOWTH TaK 6im3Ko K JloMHe B nnpuHe-
CTHM cMepTb bojlee Morydei, 9eM OH...

— Poiineiin?

KecH nmokasajioch, YTO OH B3APOTHYJI, KOIa OHA NPOU3-
Hec/a 3TO MMS.

— Y KOoJIIyHbH HET HMEHH. Y HHX Ha3BaTh CBOE UMS 3HAYUT
oTaaTth cBolo cuy. Ho oHa Ha3Basia TeGe CBOE UMsI, a KAMEHD
B3fU1a KOlDKa. DTO ellé OqHa NepeMeHa...

Kencu npucTaJibHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HETo, yAepXXHBas B3I,
XaK HHMKOTZa HM C KeM He NOocCTynaja paHblle, Kak 6yaro
NPHHYXas ero K 4eMy-To.

— Kr0 51 Takas, xak Tel gyMaeub?

[loTpeGoBanoch YeTLIpE-TIATh MEMICHHEIX B3IOXOB, IOTOM
OH OTBETHI:

— To1 npusBaHa... neau J{aroHa npeackasana 3to. Hukro

- He MOXeT NPHUHATH, €CIK Ha HEM HE JIEXHT o0erT...

— O6er1? — mepecnpocuia oHa.

— [Mleno wiM myTh, HaMe4eHHBle cyabboii. Heuto takoe,
NMPOTHB Yero HUKOMY He YcTosThb. Jla, MBI 3HaJM, YTO ThI
npuaéis... ¥, MoXeT, OHM TOXe 3HAIOT, MHa4e BcaiHUK-CapH
He ocMenwics 6bI NMpUOIM3UTBCS K BHYTPEHHHUM XOJIMaM. A
KaKOB TBO#i 06GeT, 3TO THl y3Haelllb CaMa, JIEOH...

— To1 mpaB, — MpayHO COIJIaCHJIACh OHA, 3aCTABIASA cebs
XOTA ObI OTYACTH MOBEPHUTDH B 3TO.

5

KescH pe3ko BCTaia M NMOBEPHYNIACh K CKajle, Ha KOTOpOit
COJTHLIE SICHO OCBETWIO CITMPAIH H YIITyOJICHHA.

— A HMYero He 3Halo... 006 3THX obeTax...

OH noxan 1ieYamMH.

— HHorma 3TO AEHCTBHTENHHO TaK, H Thl TOJIBKO 4Yepe3
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MHOTO AHe# y3Ha€mb, 9To BeA€T Tebs... Ho Bc€ paBHO Tebe
NPHAETCA MATH.

— Tul rosopHiIs TaK, 6YATO YTO-TO 06 3TOM 3Haelob, KpOMe
IYCTRIX POCCKa3HeM.

HoHnaH co cBoeii 1Erkoil yIp6Koi-TEHBIO B3DIAHYN Ha Hes.

— U 3710 npaBra. OgHaxAbI ¥ MHE BRINIANO... HOTH TYAa,
KyZa s1 He cobupaics, H AeaTh TO, 9ero s He XOTell...

MoxeT, oH U cobupancs 4To-T0 H06aBUTh, HO HE CMOT,
TIOTOMY 9TO MeXIY CKaJI NOSIBWICA OOUH M3 JoleH-AlIepHL.
HoHaH MTHOBEHHO BCKOYWI, DI Ha CHycKaolneecs B
BOJIMHY CYLIECTBO B ipKOif 3e1€HO-30J10TOj Yemye. ToT ciryc-
KaJICA C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO, CJIOBHO nanai. Kesncu ypuaena, 941o
4acoBO#i NMOJb3yeTCA NMPH CITyCKEe BCeMH YETHIPLMS JlallaMH M
BIOOABOK HECET YTO-TO B IaCTH, HEPALUIHBLINA CBEPTOK,
NOXOXHii Ha TOT, B KoTopoM MOHAaH NpuHEC NeTEHHIIa, H
JIeBYIIKA NIoAyMana, He XA€ET i BricTpoHorylo HoBoe npu6aB-
JNIeHHe ceMeMcTBa.

Korga BOMH JOCTHT' OTHOCHMTENLHO POBHOIO MecTa, Iue
CTOSUIH IBOE cOOECEAHHKOB, OH cpa3y Xe 6POCHI CBEPTOK, TaK
YTO TOT YAApWIcSd O KaMeHb ¢ pe3bboit. [locipnuancs riyxoit
3BYK, NIOMHSUIOCH 0G/IAKO 3JIOBOHHOIO YEpHOTO AbiMa. MoHaH
C KPHKOM H3BJIEK M€Y, a YeJIOBEeK-AIIEPHIIa CTOS, OTOYBAsiCh,
H CMOTpEJI CBOMMH 30JIOTHCTO-YEPHRIMHM PAaCKOChIMH ITIa3aMH
Ha moacH.

KoHe1 Meda KoCHyJICA IpA3HOM TKAHH, OTKHHYN Kpaii. JIbiM
HcYe3, HO BOHb CTajla CWIbHEe, Ka3ajloCh, OHa NpPONHMTalia
cBoei OTpaBoii BeCh BO3AYX.

Ilon TKaHBIO OKA3aJICA KOPOTKMIf CTepXeHb, INIMHOM MpH-
MEpHO C JIaIly 9eJIoBeKa-sIle UL € €€ IIMHHBIMU NATbLIAMH.
OH OhUT cepoBaTOro IBETa, Ha KAXIOM KOHIE OyrpMiHch
YTONICHHS U, 09CBUAHO, NOJKIH, TAK KAK BHYTPH 3aBHBaJIach
Kaxas-To ARIMKA, OyATO pBajach Ha CBOOONY.

Jle#cTBYs c TipeleIbHON OCTOPOXHOCTHIO, MoHan mon-
HOCTBIO pa3BepHyN TkaHb. Cyas mo BHIpaXeHHUIO JIMLIa, OH
YOHBWICH He MeHbllle AeBymkH. Ho oHa cpasy mogyMana, 9To
HH 33 9TO He B3sIa ObI 3TOT MpeaMeT IONLIMU PYKaMH, Jaxe
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ecan Gbl 3a 310 MoobelnayiM BO3BpaT 4Yepe3 Bpara. bricTtpas
TOLIHOTBOPHAs peaKUMs yAUBWIA M BCTPEBOXWIA €€.

Tyt Kesicu MpICIEHHO yNIOBWIA KaKylO-TO pedb, H YeJI0BEK-
sAlIepULia Ucye3, ObICTPO MobexaB K fOMaM Y peKH, OCTaABUB
CBOIO HaXOJIKy ToJ NpHCMoTpoM Meda MoHana.

— Tcanu nowén 3a NOMOLIBIO... — CKa3aJl MOJIOAOH 4eso-
BeK. — OH Halll€] 3TO B cKajlaX Ha CaMOM Kpalo JOTHHEI.

— Cwmotpr! — Kecu B cTpaxe cxsaTiia MonaHa 3a pyky,
IIOTOMY YTO IIpeaMET Ha 3eMJIe 3alleBemuics!

H He oT Toro, YTO €ro LieBeJbHYJ KoHell Meya. HaoGopor,
3TO BBITVIAE]IO TaK, CJIOBHO OH XOTeJ YITH NOJAIb1IIE OT CTAJIH.
Kak 6yaTo 3T0 pasyMHoOe CylIecTBO, CTpeMsileecss GeXarsb...
6exaTh WIM HanacTh?

Kencn nmoyyBcTBOBaIa IOYTH TaKoil Xe IrHeB, KaK Toraa,
KOrAa NMpoTUB He€ obparuwiach 37106a KoiagyHbH. Kakas-to
BOJIA ObUIA 3aKMIOYEHA BHYTPH CTePXHS WIH KTO-TO AeiCTByeT
Ha Hero ¢ paccTosiHHA. CTepXeHb Terepb NOJTHOCTHIO OCBOGO-
AWICH OT TKaHH, ¥ KeJicH yBUaEa, YTO HAa 00pallIEHHOM K HUM
KOHIIE CTepXHS YTOJLICHHe-KHONKA MMeeT BHI IOJOBEI —
TPOTECKHOE NoA0OHe YeIoBe4eCKOIi TOJIOBHI C IIa3HEIMH 111~
JISIMH, B KOTOPBIX IOpeJI TOT Xe 3JI0i XEJTbIif OTOHb, KOTOPBIi
OHa BHIeNa B y3KOM depene cobaki. ‘

K ynuBnenmio neBymku, MoHaH GBICTDBIM JBIDKCHHEM
TiepeBepHY/ Med M TIPIDKaJl 3TOT KATHBIIMICA TIpEeIMET He
KOHLIOM, a pyKosThIo. Ha pyKosaTH cBepKHy/0 rony6oe 1iaMs,
H eIBa OHO KOCHYJIOCh KATSIIErocsi CTEpXHs, Kak...

Jlo cux mop BHIIIAAECBUIMH NMPOYHBIM IIPEeAMET 3aXpoXal,
6ynTo IeHCTBUTEILHO OXBadeHHBIH Iu1aMeHeM. Kazanocs Tak-
Xe, YTo HeMelJeHHas peakuus VoHaHa MocTaBWia ero B
TYyNIHK, OH TIPHMNOAHSUI KOHEll C TOJIoBOM M HayajJ pacKadu-
BaThCSL.

— Yto 310? — cnpocuna Kencu. — OH XxuBoii?

— Huxorna takoro He BUAeN, — OTBETHI €€ cIyTHHK. — Ho
oH M3 TbMbI, MOXeT, naxe u3 Benukoii ToMbl.

He ycnen oH mpoM3HecTH 3TH C/IOBAa, KAaK IOCHBILIAJICH
THEBHLIN BoIUIb. Takoili AeBy1IKa yXe, HeCCOMHEHHO, CIIBINANa.
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H3-3a cxansl BhIIUIA KOWUIKA, Talla 3a coboi 4TO-TO OYEHDb
sipKoe. B KIbIKax OoHa cXHMajia Lienb, 2 KAMEHb KOJIYHbH
CBHCaJI Ha LIeITH ¥ 6wics o 3emMmio. OH ToXe Bech NepeTHBAICS
H KHIIeJ, CIOBHO o6nazan co6CTBeHHOM XWM3HbIO. Kolka
ofo1wuia cTepxeHb, KOTOPBII NPOJOIIKaAN AEPTaThes, MBITASACH
OCBOGOIMTECS OT yAepXMBaBLIEro ero opyxus HoHaHa.

Ilonoiins x Kencu, BricTpoHoOras omycTiia 1ens Ha HOCOK
€€ MATKOIO camnoXkKa M, Iidad B JIMLO [EBYyLIKe, CHOBA
TIPOH3UTENLHO M TPe6GOBaTEeIbHO 3aKpHUYaia.

JleBylIKa HaKJIOHWIACh K ynaBlleil Ha KaMeHb LeNH M TyT
Xe OTAEPHYNA PYKY, YyTb He 3aKpHdaB: lielb OKa3ajiach
ropsryeu.

CrepXeHb YCHWIWI CBOM JIMXOpafo4YHble AEPraHUsA, OH Ka-
TaJICS B3al M BNepénl, Ho MloHaH 6bU1 6AMTENIEH, H PYKOSITh ETO
Meua He JaBajia CTEpPXHIO YHTH HH BIIPaBO, HH BJIEBO.

— Aypa!

3710i1 rooc KoJayHbH 3acTaBwi KesicH OrnsHyThCA yepes
1revyo. IToaxBaTHB 106Ky 06eMMH pyKaMH, XeHIIMHA U3 DCT-
Kapna 6exasa, Ha HECKOJIbKO LIAaros onepexas JlaroHy u ewue
IBOMX: MYX4YUHY ApDEBHEH pachl B KOJIbYYTe M AEBYLIKY M3
Homuuer ¢ xiueictoM B pyke, Ho mnepexn atumu Tpems c
OrpoMHO¥ cKopocTblo HEccs Tcanu.

— Hypa! — KonayHbs 3agbIXxajiach, Ho nMpubexasna nepBoi
M TepBBIM AesioM cxBaTwia KesicH 3a pyKy, CJIOBHO XoTela
BBIpBaTh Y He€ KaMeHb Ha LienH. — Thl X09elIb CXeYb B HEM
OCTaTKH XM3HH...

— Hnm coxpanuts Xu3Hb, — JlaroHa roBopmia ciepxaH-
Hee. — YTo 32 HanacTh Hawén Tcaan Ha HAlIMX rpaHuLax? —
OHa nofoluIa 6ke K JEprajoleMycs CTEpXHIO U NMPHTHY-
Jlach, pasmianbiBasg ero. Temeps Bce MoOMYAIM M XOATH €€
peuieHuss. HakoHell oHa nmoxayasia rojoBoi.

— Huxorna emé He Hapymanach gpeBHAA o6opoHa JJonu-
Hbl. Ho Tcanu Haw€n 310 XaTAmmMes MeXay cKajl, OHO TOTOBO
OBUTO YNMAacTb B pydei, MOXeT, YTOOHB CIIpATATLCS B Bole M
BBIIUTLITE TIe-HUOYAbL B pYyroM MecTe. 310 He oT CapHOB, He
OT CEPHIX U ONpPEeAEcNEHHO HE OT ¢dacoB — a MOXET, IPOCTO
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TaKOe HHKOIAa ellié MpOTHB Hac He obpaiaiu. 310 9TO-TO
O4YeHb JipeBHeEE... H...

— U ut0 Xe 31O 03HaYaeT, ieAn? — BIepBbie 3aTOBOPHI
MyX4IHHa B Konbyyre. Kesicu BHayase mogyMaia, 4To BEpHYJICS
CumoH. Ho 3a 3a6pasoM uuiemMa BHAHENOCH JIMIIO Iropasio
Gonee Mosoporo yeaoseka. — To, 9To U3 ThMBI BRIpBAJIOCH
KaKoe-TO IpeBHee opyxHe? — MyX4YHMHAa CXHMaN B pyKaXx He
Med, a YTO-TO BpoJie TOHKOH MaJIoYKH, KaK BETKA C COAPaHHOM
KOpCii; HamoJIOBUHY OHa ObUla TOKPHITA CHHE-3€JIEHBIMHU
NTHYbHUMH NIepbSIMHU, KaK T€, YTO IIOKPHIBAIOT KPBILIN JOMOB
JloMMHEI.

— Hy, 49t0 X, MOCMOTPUM, YTO MOXET NPOTHBOIIOCTABHTh
stoMy JlonnHa, — ckasan oH, 1 Monan nocaymso oterymmn,
yOpaB Me4 OT AEpramoulierocs CTepXHs.

MyxuynHa 3aroBopwi. OH NNPOM3HEC BCETO OLHO CJIOBO, HE
uMeBluee g KejlcH HHMKAKOro CMBbIC/a, HO OMNATh, KaK B
CTOJIKHOBEHHH C KOJIIYHbeM, B IOJIOBE €€ IIOCIIbILIAJICS PEBY-
1M TpoM, KaK GyATo caM OKPYXKAIOUINi BO3NYX pa3phiBajic,
BBINTyCKasi HEU3BECTHO YTO.

3en€Has IOJIOBHHA BETKH, KOTOPYIO HdepXan MyX4HMHa,
BCTIBIXHYJIa HACTOSIIUM IUIAMEHEM, H OH C TPOMKHUM BOCKIIH-
LIaHMeM OpocuJl e€ Ha cTepXeHb. TKaHb MO HUM 3aropejacs,
OIOHb CJIOBHO BO30OYIWI CTEpPXEHb, KOTOPBI 3aKpyTHWICS B
ropsimei TKAHH U CYHYJ KOHell ¢ TOJI0BO#H npsaMo B rutaMs. OH
CJIOBHO XaJHO IVIOTQJ1 OTOHb.

— Xa! — xonayHesl OTKMHYNA TOJIOBY M AEHCTBUTEILHO
XpHUIUIO paccMestiack. — CMoTpH, 4TO THI Hamenan, Kumok,
nonykpoBka! He Tebe, ¢ TBOMMH 3HAaHMSIMH, AOOGBITHIMM B
INopMTe, cipaBUTLCS ¢ 3THM. YOHpaiica, moxa He MPIHMHWI
emeé 6ompuinx 6en. CMOTPH: OH KOPMHTCS TEM, YTO THI XOTEN
0oOpaTUTh NMPOTHB Hero!

JlsiMka B CcTepXHe, HalleHHOM dYeJIoOBeKOM-SLIepHIIeii,
JEeHCTBUTEJbHO CIIOBHO Habmpanacsk cwi. Kejcu nokasasnocs,
YTO OHA JaXe Hadaja cBeTHTbcA. JleByllka HeoXHAaHHO
OLIyTWIA B pYKe pe3Kylo 6Goib, B3IIAHYyNAa Ha KaAMEHb H
yBH€EJIa, 9TO OH caM coBoii mépraeTcs M BpalaeTcs Ha KOHIIE
LIeMTM, H 3TO LieNb Bpe3asiach €l B PyKY.
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— HmMeHeM Peiit 1 HeiiBrl... — na e€ i 310 ronoc? OTtkyna
y He€ 3T nMeHa? KoHedHo, ¢ e€ ry0, Ho BeIb OHa HX He 3HaeT!

JIépraloumiici KaMeHb HadaJl HCITYCKATh MCKDHI, XOTA HHU
OfHA M3 HHUX He JojieTaNa Jo npeaMeTa Ha 3emiie. [leBymika
oOHapyx1a, YTO He MOXeT OCTAHOBHUTD BpalllcHHE 3alsCThs,
KOTOpO€ NPUBOAWIO B JBIXEHHE KAMEHb.

— HeTt! — 310 YXe KpuKHyJa KonayHbsA. OHa NOIKITANACh
ynaputs Kencu no pyxe, Ho MloHaH nepexsaTii 3T0T ynap, H,
YBOPauUMBasiCh, KOJIIYHbS BRHIHYXIeHa ObLIa C/1erka OTCTYIIHTD.

— OHa Xe He KOJAyHbsI! — ronoc XEHIOMHH B CEpOM
nepewén Ha KpUK. — OHa He cMeeT MCIIOIb30BaTh CHIy. Bhl
XOTHTEe, YTOOhI Ha Hac OOpyIIWIOCh TO, YTO OHa XAET?
OcTaHOBH €€! — KONTYHRhA METHYNAa YHUITOXMTEILHRINA B3ITIAA,
Ha JlaroHy, KoTopas He JBHTaJach HH TIPH MOIBITKAX YHUITO-
XWUTh CTepXeHb, HM INIpH HeOXHWIAaHHOM HamageHuH. Ho
Teneph OHA 3arOBOpPWIIA.

— Mhul He JaéM MMeHa — MX JaloT HaM. M eil maHo uM4,
BO3MOXHO, TOH, YTO TBOEIO poja...

— OHa MepTBa! — CyIs 1o TOHY, KOJOYHBA CIMTAIA, ITO
3TOT MCXOJ 3aCTyXeH. '

— OHa MepTBa, — cornacwiack Jarona. — Ho, ymnpas,
OHa MOIJIa Nepeaars...

— 3T0 HeBO3MOXHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA KOJIAYHbA. — Y Heé
He ObUIO TNpaBa, OHa He MOIJIa 3TOro cAenaTh. OTKyna MnosBH-
Jnachk 3Ta? OHa He Haloel KPOBH, OHA He 00ydyeHa, OHa HUYTO,
TOJIKO OMACHOCTS 19 BceX Hac. [laif MHe KaMeHb! — mocien-
Hee TpeboBaHMe ObUIO obGpalneHo K KelcH, KOoTOpas TOJNBLKO
YTO COBEpPLIWIA OTKPBITHE.

OHa He TONBKO HEe MOIJIa TepecTaTh BpallaTh 3amsThbe,
KOTOpoe NPHBOAWIO B ABMXEHHE KAMEHb, He MOIJa OHa H
pa3Xatb pyKy. Hanpotus, e€ TAHy0 Briepél, TAHYIIO C CHWIOH,
KOTOpQii OHa He MOIJIa CONPOTHRIATLCA. KomoBCcKOi KaMeHb
Bpaujancs Bc€ ObicTpee, XOTA €ro O6GOpPOTHI CTRHOBHIIHCH
LIMpe; OH CIIOBHO 3aBHC B BO3[yXe HaJ CTCPXHEM.

A cTepxeHb AEprajics, NLITasICh OTKATHTBCS, CIIOBHO Jeii-
CTBUTE/IbHO O6Jajall coOGCTBEHHOH XM3HbIO. Bc€ OpicTpee

303



BpalIaJicsl KAMEHbB, M 3alsicThe KeJicH npeBpaliaiocs B LEHTP
OTHEHHOTO KpyTa, H U3 3TOIo Kpyra K CTEpXHIO Ha ITOJIycro-
peBlueH TKAHU CIUIOLIHBIM NIOTOKOM YCTPEMJISUTHCH HCKPBHI.

H cHoga ryos! KejicH npousHec/IH c/I0Ba, KOTOPLIX OHAa HE
TNOHUMaJIa:

— Peiit... Peiit... orHéM PeiiT... Boneit HeiiBbl... 1a ctaner
3T0 OGe3BpeaHbIM!

IToToK HMCKp cTan ewi€ uIMpe, HaueleH ToyHee. HakoHen
HMCKpbI YIapWIH NPSIMO B CTepXeHb. BenbIXHYNO ocenuTens-
HO fIpKoe IUIaMs1, BHayasle ajioe, IOTOM rojfyboe, ¥ He OCTalIoCh
HHYero, KpoMe Kycoyka pacIUIaBIeHHOIo MeTayia.

Pyxa Kescu ynana. [leBylika olieneHena, OyaTo TOJILKO YTO
TIOOHMMAJIa OTPOMHBIN I'Py3 M AepXaJla ero Kakoe-To BpeMs Ha
Becy. breck kamHA ucuye3. CaM OH CTajl NeEMNENbHO-CEPHIM,
CJIOBHO OCTaTOK CropeBLIEro KocTpa.

IlepBoii Hapyuwia Mo4aHue JlaroHa.

— OHo yuwio. Yo 3io0.

— K ToMy, KTO ero nmociaj, — B pe3KOM rojioce KOJIYHbH
canlanock obnerdeHne. — M Kkakoe cooblieHHe OHO TpUHe-
c€1? YUTO MBI NPHULUIH B NIOMCKAX U IOTOBBLI BCTaTh PSAOM C
BaMH...

— Tbl gedcTBUTENBPHO NpPHUIILIA B INOMCKAX, — BO3pasul
Kumox. — Ho He a1 Toro, 4To6b1 06beAMHUTECA ¢ HaMH. Th1
npuuuia 6paTh, a He AEJIUTLCS.

— MouryH, NoIyKpoBKa, KOTOPHIH He JODKEH ObUT IBUTHCS
Ha CBET, — OHa OTBETWIA XPHUILIO, GyATO XOTe/1a KPHKHYTh, HO
He uMeJia CHI.

— Moxer, s ¥ NoyKpOBKa, — ropAo OTBETHI OH, — HO 3Ta
KpPOBb Xopollo nopatorana miss Dckopa. A A0 TOro — s
OcTKapna...

— MyxuuHa! — wnoHyna ona. — IlpoTuBHO mpupone,
y106Bl MYX4YHMHa obnagan cwioil. Bcé M3-3a TBoero oTia,
npolueiiero Bpata, — MoAyMai, YTO NOTOM IpOH301LIo?

— [Ha, yro npousouuvio? — mnosropua oH. — Konnepnt
YHHYTOXEHbDI, IyTh Ha DCKOP OTKPHIT...
— D10 BOBCce He OnMarocioBeHMe, — TIpepBajla OHA. —

IMopoxaeHus rpsi3Hoi# ThMbI 6pOAST MO ropaM ¥ OCMENTHBAIOT-
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¢ cimyckatses B JlonuHy. Thl H Te IBOE, YTO POAWINCH B ONHH
IeHb ¢ Toboil, 3aBapWid GonblIyl0 BOHHY, YHHYTOXCHHE H
cMepTb. A Temepb.. — OHa ykasana Ha Kencu, koropas
TIbITAIaCh pacTepeTh PYKY H BEPHYTh B He€ XHU3Hb, — Telephb
TpylUia 3Ta, 3a0paja y OqHOH U3 CECTED... YKpaa... TO, Yero
He 3HaeT, C YeM He YMeeT 00pallaTec... ¥ TIOTOMY...

— W notroMy, — npo3Byyan YHCTHIH H XOJOAHBIH ronoc
JlaroHpl, — 3Ta 1LITyKa, KOTOpPYIO Mbl HUKOIZA He BHIEIH
paHsblle, 06e3BpexXeHa, — M OHa obpatwiack K KuMoky u
OEeBYLIKEe M3 CBoero IuieMeHH. — IIoXOpOHHTe ero Ha 3ToM
MecTe, a TIOTOM, — OHa yYKa3aJla Ha KaAMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM BHIHBI
ObUIH OpeBHME M306paXeHHs, — IOTOM IIOCTaBbTE IIOBEPX
3TOT KaMeHb. Peiir u HeliBa, — oHa nogouwna Kk Kesicu 1 B3suia
€€ OHEeMeBLIYIO pyKy. — JlaBHO, OYeHb JaBHO HE CIBIIIHO 6bUTO0
3THX UMEH... a B CBOE BpeMs 3To 6bU10 Morydee opyxue. Thl rmo-
npexXHeMy CBA3aHa C HUIMH? — CIIPOCWIA OHA Y KOJNAYHBHU.

Ta rHeBHO M Npe3pUTENbHO B3NISSHYJIA HAa BCEX U OTBETHIA:

— O TakMX Bellax He I'oBopAT. DTO TaMHa...

JlaroHa noxayaJia roJioBoi.

— Bpems TaiiH maBHo MuHOBano. Korma moaHuMaeTcs
TrMa, CBeT OODXKEH OOLEAMHHUTHLCS, M BCE 3HAHUA CIEAYET
pPas3fesinTh.

KonoyHbst oTBeTWIA NpE3pHTEIbHBIM BocKullanueM. Ho
€CJIM M OTKA3aJlach OT IpelIoXeHHUsA JJaroHsl, To He caenana
3TO OTKphITo. HampoTus, yka3ana Ha KaMeHb, Ka3aBLIHMcCS
Tenepb MEPTBHIM. KaMeHb Mo-TipeXXHeMy BHCEJ Ha LENH B
pykax Kencu.

— Br0 Hame Bomue6erBo, He TBoE. Y ero HyXHo OBUIO
OCTaBUTb Ha MecTe, He TporaTs. He JaBaTh TOMY, KTO He MMeeT
JODKHOM moaroroBku. OTKyaa MBI 3HaeM, KTO OHA Takas Ha
caMoM aene?

HeBo3MoxHo OBUIO He YBMAETh THEBAa B €€ B3rIAde, ob-
pamiéHHoM K Kenacu. [leBymika oOTBeTH/Ia HeMENJIECHHO.
ITanbuiamMu e Boii pyKH OHa NepexXBaTHIA LEMb H MPOTAHYA eé
KOJAyHbe, Panysich BO3MOXHOCTH M36aBHTbCS OT He€, HO
XeHIUMHa B CEPOM CHAeNajla XeCT, CJIOBHO OTTAJIKHBaJa Ka-
MEHb, OHa BCH CHEXWIACH.
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— BossMu, — HactanBasa Keacu. — MHe 310 He HyXHO...

— ¥ 1e6s HeT npaBa... — BHOBb Hayajia KOJAYHbs, He Aenas
OHAKO MOTBITOK B3STh KAMEHb.

— V¥ He€ npaBo npeacMepTHOIO Japa, — ckKasaia Jlarona.
— Pa3Be Ta, yTO YMepna, He Aana eii Takxke uMa Ken-Ceit? U
C MMeHEM Mepeluia Bcd Cuia.

— Ona ToXe He uMMena npapa!

— Ilo3oBu €€ U cipocH 06 3TOM...

XKeHIIMHA B c€POM BCILIXHYJIA.

— To ropopuub rrynoctd! MBI He HMeeM JeJl C TaKoii
TbMOM.

— Ecmu 310 TakK, 3a4eM COMHEBaThCS B TOM, 9TO CAejajla
TBOs cecTpa? — cnpocwia JJaroHa. — MoxHo 106poBoONIbHO
TiepeaBaTh CHITY, X OHa oTjaja ee€...

— Kouuke! — BRIKpHKHYNA KOJIOYHbSA. — 2KMBOTHOE B35J10
BelOUif KaMEHB!

— U B HyXHOe BpeMs OTAAJIO €0 TOi, KOTopasi CyMesa UM
BOCIOJIE30BATECA. ..

Kencu yctana ot 310i nepe6paHKH 110 MOBOAY TOT0, YTO OHA
caenana H He caenaina. OHa orGpociia OT ce6s KaMeHb, XOTA
I 3Toro eif morpe6oBanacs Bcsa Bond. Kazanoch, Teso He
XOTeJI0 MOOYMHUTLCS €#, He IMOo3BoJAA 3Toro aenars. Llens
npoJjieTena B BO3AyXe, yaapWwiach 06 OAHY M3 CKAJl H CKOJIb3HY-
Jla Ha XECTKYIO TpaBy Y NIOTHOXHUS KAMHS.

— ITognnmu ero! — Kencu HuKoraa He cibllana, 4To6bl
JaroHa Tak ropopmia. 1, HecMOTps Ha BCE CBOE HErofioBaHHe
M cTpeMJIEHHEe OCBOGOANTLCS, OGHApYXIIa, 4YTO MAET BHEpPEN,
YTO Nablbl €€ caMH coOOM TAHYTCS K LieTM, BHCSAlIEH Ha
crebiie TpaBpl. OHa CHOBa B3sUla KAMEHb B PyKH. ToT mo-
npexHeMy 6nU1 Henpo3payeH, MyTHO-cep, H AeBYLIKA Hadaia
BEPUTBD, YTO B HEM I€ACTBUTEIILHO NEperopeia 3Ta 3araloyHast
«CHIa» BO BpeMs CTOJIKHOBEHHS co cTepxHeM. OHa cierka
B3MaxHyN1a LEMbIO, KaK MAIIyT Ticlolmeil BeTKoi, 9ITo6bI
pa3xeyb IUIaMsi, HO KAMEHb He OTBETHIL.

— [Jait eit nmokpoB, — Tenepb JlaroHa obpaTmwiach X
KOJIIyHbE; Ta THEBHLIM IBIDKCHHEM H3BJIEKIA KYCOK TKaHH,
KOTOPYIO JIETKO MOXHO GbUTO IIpeBpaTHTbh B MEINOYEK.

306



KesicH ¢ 6/1aroqapHOCTEHIO pa3XaJia pyKy, BRITyCTHB Lielb C
xaMHeM. Kak TolBKO OHa MoloXWia KaMeHb B Mellouek,
KOJIIyHbA 3aTSHYJIa HMTh M OTOLLIA, OCTABHB OGOJIOUKY C
KaMHEM Ha cKaje.

— Bo3sMu ero, — npuka3sana Jlarona.

Kesncn ocMenmwiach noxadarb I'oJIOBOH.

— MBHe 310 He HyXHO...

— IlpenmeTsl, obnanalolye ciwioi, H30MpaloT 16, a He
TH ux. KaMeHb nBaxnabl NpHMinén K Tebe: M3 pyK TOH, ITO
3aCJIyXWIa ero, u 6arogaps TBoeMy COGCTBEHHOMY MCIIOJNb-
30BaHHIO ero. Bo3sMH. MoxeT, ero cmia JeiCTBUTENIBHO
xoHumwnack. Ho g Tak He gymaro.

MoHaH MeJoM BHIPBUI SIMKY U CTOJIKHY/I B He€ NOUEpHEB-
1IMIi4 H30THYTBINA cTe pXeHb. Y HeoxmmaHHo BCKpuKHYI. [loTomy
YTO Ha KaMHe, Ha KOTOpPOM JieXaJl CrOpEeBLIHMii CTepXeHb,
Tenepb MOSBWIOCH YEPHOE M300paxeHMe... YimiGaloleecs
JIM1I0, GoJIble MoXoXee Ha YeJIoBEeYeCKoe, YeM TO, YTO BHAENa
Kencu Ha caMOM cTepXHe, HO TaKoe 3/I00HOe, YTO AEBYIIKA He
noBepwia OB, YTO BO3MOXHO CYIIECTBOBaHHME TaKOro 3ja.
CrepXeHb, Nornbas, HapHMCOBaJ 3TO JIMLIO HA KAMHE, ¥ KOTna
VloHaH nomsITancs ocTpuéM Me4a y6paTh PUCYHOK, OH HE CMOT
CTepeTh HM KycOoYKa YEPHOM cax#.

JlaroHa 3aliuia 3a KAMEHb M Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE BepHYNACh,
Hecsl BCOMKHYTRIX pyKax Boxy. Bomue6HnIia CKnoHHIa roioBy
M IOXHYZAa Ha XHAKOCTb, KOTOPYIO Hecjla, TIPOH3HOCS CJIoBa,
MoXeT ObITh, MMeHa. [IoTOM NoBepHyNIach K KOJAYHbE, KOTO-
pasi — SIBHO BOIIPEKH CBOEMY XeJIaHHIO — TOAOLLIAa, OKYHY/Ia
najel B GHICTPO YTEKAIOLIYIO BOAY H TOXE NIPOU3HECIa KaKoe-
TO 3aK/IMHAHHE.

IToroM Jlarona nogouna Kk KMMoxy, KOTOpHIii ToXe NpoBEN
PYKoii Han €€ cXaThHIMM JIANOHAMH H NPOH3HEC COOCTBEHHYIO
MOJIMTBY WIH cyioBa putyana. Ilocie gero JJarona BepHynach
K PHCYHKY M BBUIMIA OCTaBUIYIOCA BOAY Ha HM300paXeHHe
AeMoHH4ecKoii rooBul. KencH 6bU1a yBepeHa, YTo BHAEAa, KaK
3/100HBi€ TyORI H30THY/IMCh, CJIOBHO MLITASICh YTO-TO BHIKPHK-
HyTb. M306paxeHne nobnexno, nobneaHeno, ucyesno.
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Horoit JlaroHa CTOJNKHY/NAa 3TOT KaMeHb B MY, Ille yXe
JIeXaJI¥ OCTaTKH CTEPXHSI, IIOTOM AOCTalIa U3 CYMKH Ha CBOEM
nosice KaKMe-TO BBICOXIIIME JIMCThS ¥ BRICHITIAJIa MX Ha OCKBEp-
HEHHBIH KaMenb. VionaH sHepriaHo 3apaboran Medom. Kackan
KaMHeil M 3eMiau obpyunwics B aMmy. Ho morpeGoBanmchs
yCWIMSl BceX, KpoMe KOJAYyHbH, KoTopas M He IIbITajsach
TIOMOYb, 9TOOBI ITOXOPOHHTh OCTATKH 37a. JlaroHa XoHYMIa
nocieqHei, TNOIMAgUB ApPEeBHHE BbIpE3aHHLIE CHUMBOJLI H
3HaKH.

— YT0 Xe 310 3a opyxue? — crnpocw1 KHMOK, Koraa oHH
3aKOHYWIH.

JlaroHa noxasa Iuie4amu.

— Takoro a1 He Bunmena. Ho B aHM, Korja Hall MHp
pa3peIBAICA B BOifHe, a Benuxkue cpaxanmuch ¢ Bemmkumn,
HHUTAE, KpoMe 3To# JlonuHbl, He HalTH GbUIO Ge3omacHOCTH,
CYLLIECTBOBAJIO pa3HOE OpyXHe, HbIHe JaBHO 3abprroe. Kto
oxuBHI 3T0... C mocneqHeit GUTBBI B ropax y Hac TyT BeCcbMa
TPEeBOXHBIH MUp. MHe KaXeTcs, YTO OH KOHYaeTcs... IIOYTH.
CaMo MOSIBNICHMSI 3TOIO 3JIa 3[eCh, OTKphIBAlollee, MOXET
65ITH, mopory Teme, — yrpo3a, KoTopylo s Hajeslachb He
BuAeTh. CapHBI ¥ cepble CHOBA NOAHSUINCL. EciM oHM noaHA-
JINCh, TO OXWIHU H ¢ackl U Bce npoune cwibl ToMbl. HaM HyxHO
TOTOBHUTLCA K HOBBIM BCTpeyaM.

Kencu Hecna Melliogek ¢ KOMTOBCKMM KaMHeM. Bcé e€ Teno
6oieno, CIOBHO €€ U36WIM H3HYTPH. CIMIIKOM MHOTO€E Ipo-
M301IIO M CIMIIKOM 6bicTpo. Teneps OHa 3Hana, YTO 3TO He
coH. Teneps ona Bepmwia CumoHny Tperaprty, 4yro Gnarogaps
KaKOH-TO cIrydaHHOCTH OKa3ajlach B HHOM MHpE C ApYTUMH
3aKkoHaMH npuponnl. Ho ¢ GonblmuM TpyaoM OHa 3acTaBWia
cebs1 npu3HaTh 3T0. ECin OHa BepHETCA K CTOSTYUM KAMHSAM M
NpOMIET Yepe3 MX KPYT, TO, MOXeET ObITH, CHOBAa BEPHETCA K
pEaJIbHOM XHU3HH.

Jla, 3Ta XH3Hb TOXE peajlbHa, HO 3TO HE €€ peaJbHOCTb.
CumoH TperapT xak 6yaro 6e3 xoneGanuii npuHsi e€. Ho
OHa...

— XpaHH 3To! — €€ MBICAM IIpepBajJl XPMIUIbLA rojioc
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xonnyHbu. Ta nogouwia K Kesicu ¥ cBoMM ITHHHBIM G/ XHBIM
nNajblieM yKa3aja Ha MellloYek.

— A He xonayHbsA, — Bo3pasuia Keycu; HempHA3Hb K 3Tol
XeHIIHHE MpeooJiela OCTOPOXHOCTD.

Ta u3geBaTeNbLCKM paccMesuIach.

— Xopouo, YTO THl TaK N'OBOPHIIL, AeBylnKa. Ho, moxoxe,
B DcKope Bc€, YTO MBI 3HAIHM B DcTKapne, nepeBopayuBaeTCs
C HOT Ha rojioBy. MyX4HHBI BIaJ€IOT CHIOM... — OHAa CEpRUTO
nocMoTpena Ha Kumoxa u MoHaHa, — a Te, KTo He HMeeT
HUKAaKOM MOATNOTOBKM, Nojy4aloT opyxue Csera. Ho KaMeHb
TMOAYHHWICA TeOe OXHAaXIBI...

— S eMy HMYero He mnpukaspiBazia! — cpa3y Bo3paswia
Kesncu.

— Ecau He npukasbiBaia, OTKyAa Xe HMEHa, KOTOpbIE Th
npousHecna? M3 Bo3nyxa, KoTophlit oKpyxaeT Hac Bcex? Kem
THI ObUTa B CBOEM cOOCTBEHHOM MMpe, AeBylika? Thl Blageelib
CWIOH, HHaYe KaMeHb He NMOAYMHIICS 6Bl TeOe. A HeBeJjoMasd
CWIa... — OHa MOKayajia IoJIOBOM, — KTO 3HAaEeT, YTO CKpbIBa-
eTcd B Hell, Koraa NpHIETCA CTONKHYTbes ¢ TrMoii?

Ha pykxy Kencu omyctwnach pyka Jlarossl, oTBena e€ or
KOJIOIYHbH M HamnpaBWIa Ha Y3Kyl0 TPOMY, CIYCKAIOLIYIOCS B
Jonuny.

— MBu1 BHIenH, KakK AelicTByeT KaMeHb. S ckazana 6v1, 4TO
Thl... M OH... CPAXaJIHCh BEJIMKOJNENHO, — IUenHyna JlaroHa
neByuike. — He Goiics — Ho 6ynb ocropoxHa. Teneps y Te6s
B pyKax M 3alliuTa, 4 opyxue. Karres Tpu aecarka qHeit Ha3an
NpHcana TpeaylnpexiaeHue, YTo K HaM INpHOET Ta, YTO
YPaBHOBECHT HalllM CWIHI B npeacTosiueit cxsatke. [Toxoxe,
OHa OKa3aJyach IpaBa...

— BoJIToBHA NOJTYKOJIAYHBH, NIpeJaTeIbHHLbI, GexXaBlneii ¢
MecTa y4€6bl, npexae YeM e€ TNOCBATWIM B CECTPHI, —
npoluunesna KoayaHbs. CnoBa U3 e€ pTa HCTEKAIH, KaK KaIUTH
KHUCIIOTHI.

— Omna BbiOpania cBoii myTb, — oTBeTHwIa JJaroHa. — A
Tenepb OHa Jiegu Xwispua3H. Tel pelnmmwnacs 61 NOBEeCTH
MPOTUB HEro Aaxe obbeXMHEHHEIE CWIBI DcTKapna, Mynpas
XKeHwuna?
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— Hporus Bemukoro? Kro 3Haer? B crapuHy Takue, Kak
OH, PBaJIM Hauly 3eMIIO.

— A B HallM JHHM OH NOMOTaeT 3aJICYHBAaTh €€ paHBl, —
Bo3dpaswia JlaroHa. — JloonbHo, Mynpasi XeHmmuua., Thi
CKa3aJa, YTO MpHLLUIa TOMOYb HaM, HO TOJIBKO H AieJIaclllb, YTO
ocnapuBaellb coBepli€EHHoe. HaBepHoe, Dckop H DcTKapn
CJIMIOKOM pPa30HNUTHCh, YTOORI GBITH COIO3HHKAMH.

OHa rosopmia 04€Hb XOJIOZHBIM rosiocoM. [loroM npusiek-
na K cebe Kencu, oHM BABOEM OOOLIUTM KOJIOYHBIO M HAYAIH
crnyckatics B JlonuHy.

6

Kesncu rexana Ha y3KoM cnabHOM Matpale. [Toxpbisano
OHa orGpocuna. MemieHHO, BONpeKH XeJIaHHIO, pyKa caMa
co6oif npobpasach oA KOHel MaTpala, CIyXHBLIETO MOoAYLI-
KOH.

Ha, OH mo-mpexXHeMy 34eChb, MELIOYEK C KOJZOBCKHM
xaMHeM. OHa IBITaj1ach OTAATh ero JIaroHe M Teneps C IpOXbIo
— NpUYEM He OT HOTHOI IIPOXJIaAkl — BCIIOMHIIA, YTO TOraa
TIPOM301ILIO.

OH ABHHYJACH, KaK KaKas-TO MeEIMTENbHAas HeYKIToXas
Yyepenaxa WIH JpyToe XHBOe CYLIIECTBO, — MELIOYEK ¢ KaMHEM
IBHHYJICSA: M HH OHa, HU JlaroHa UM He pyKoBoAWIH. BepHyicsa
M JIET psmoM c e€ pykoil. XodYeT OHa TOro WIM HeT, €ii ICHO
JaIH TIOHATh, YTO KaMeHb ocTtaHercad c¢ Heil. Ho orkyna
CO3HaHHME y KaMHS, IMyCTh AaXe TUIaTeJbHO oOpaboTaHHOro?

Tanopa 6onena. Kencu mor€pna e€. bons oT yaapa Bo BpeMsd
nepexoa yepe3 «BpaTa» IpolUia Mo KpalHeil Mepe ABa OHSA
Ha3aj. A 3Ta 6oJb MosBIWIACh, KOIa OHA B3sia KaMeHb. Kak
6yaTo B €€ rojoBe YTO-TO LIEBENWIOCH, GHWIOCH O CTEHHI,
CTPEMWIOCH 3aHATb Bc€ Gonbllle U Goiblue MecTa.

He noHuMasi, nodeMy OHa 3TO Je€JIacT, AEBYLIKA IOAHANA
PYKY M BRITSHYTHIM YKa3aTeJbHRIM NaJblieM HadepTWwia B
TEMHOTe, KaK Ha XOJICTe, 3HakK. H...

KameHp 0XWW1, Ha MTHOBEHHE OH, TOJTyOoif U APKHii, CTan
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BMJCH JaXe CKBO3b TKaHb. «Kak» U «mmouyeMy» — Temepb 310
CTAO0 BaXHee, YeM «IIe» CpelH MHOXECTBA OCAXIABIIMX
IeBylIKy BompocoB. Ho ckoibko 6B OHa HH 3afaBaja MX,
TnoJyyana JTHOO OTKa3 OTBe4aTh, THOO YKITIOHYMBEIM OTBET.

— Kro... Het, 51 Kencu Makbnaiip, — nmpousHecna oHa
BCayX. M cHoBa MEIC/IH €€ MOTEKIH N0 MPOTONTAHHOMY ITyTH.
OHa npoTsHy/a pyKy, 9TOOb OCTAHOBHTD BRICTpea MakAnaM-
ca. OH ynapun e€, 6pocw1 Bnepén, H OHa TpHIIIA B cebd B
KaMEHHOM KpyTe pSAIoM ¢ quKoi koukei. [TouyBcTBOBaIa U
KOlIKa TO Xe, 9ro oHa? Wnm BeicTpoHoras, oxwaaBluas
npubaBNeHHsT ceMeiicTBa, 6e3 BONMPOCOB NpPHMHSUIA HOBYIO
TeppuTopuio? be3 BoNpocoB, KOTOpeIe MHOTO HOYEH MOApsA
JIMLIAJIA AeBYLOKY CHa.

BpaTta — B 3TOM OKOJIIOBAaHHOM MHpPE OHH OTKPHIBAIOTCS U
3aKpBIBAIOTCS, CyYaifHO WIM HaMepeHHO depe3 HMX MOIYT
TIPOWTH OTBEpPXEHHbIE WIH TaKWe, KAK OHa. TperapT ckasai,
YTO BO3BpaTa HeT. KeJicu 3acTaBmia ce6s JieXaTh HETIOABIIK-
HO, TJIOTHO 3aKphUla IJIa3a M TONBITANach CWIOH BOJH
TIepeHECTHCh B Oe30MacHOe M XOpolllo 3HAKOMOE NpoLIoe.

Ho 310 TOXe OKa3sasoch oueHb TpyaHo. ITouemy... Kencu
CHOBa C JpOXbIO cCelna.

I'ne oHa oxa3zanacsk B 3T MrHOBeHHs? He Ha llloTimanackoM
Haropsne! Het! OHa yBuaena 3ai co MHOXECTBOM CHACHHUM, Ha
OIIHOM KOHIIE KOTOPOTO CTOSUIH YeThIpe Kpecia C BHICOKMMH
CNIHHKAMH, 3TH KpecJia ObUIH ITOXOXH Ha TPOHBI, OHU CTOSUIH
Ha moMocTe. He Bce oHHM OBUTH 3aHATHI, TOJIBKO JBa. A BOKPYT
KaKoe-TO ABMXEeHHe, YyBCTBO OXHAAHHNA, IIOATOTOBKH K Jei-
CTBMSIM, TOPOIUIUBHII 1IOpPOX.

Kencu noT€pna masa, CJIOBHO MOIJIa CTEPETh 3TY CLEHY U
9yBCTBO, OCTaBJIEHHOE €10. TaM OHa ObUIa 9acThio 6OJBLIIOro
LIeJIOTO M YyBCTBOBAJIa ITIOTPEOHOCTH OBITh... KeM?

JeByllIka CHOBAa CYHYJIa PyKy NMoJ MaTpall, YTOObI CXBaTUTh
3aKyTaHHBIIi KaMeHb M YOpaTh €ro KaK MoXHo Aansine. Ha
KOJICHSIX OHA NMOJTOJ37a K 3aHaBeCKe, OTAeNABLICH e€ MaTpalf
OT OCTAJIBHOM YacTH NMOMEUIeHHUs, OTAEPHY/IA 3aHaBECKy M
6pocuiia kaMeHb. IToToM ¢ 06J1er9€HHBIM B3IOXOM CHOBA JIETIa
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craTh — MWIHM JyMaTb, KaK BRIOpaTbcs H3 3TOr0O MHMpa M BceX
JIOBYLLIEK, KOTOPBIE XAYT B HEM YyXakKa.

OHa BepTenach, KpyTHJIach, CTapajlach yaepXaTh B CO3Ha-
HHH cepauToe NuLio MakAnaMca, oGpylMBLIHECS KAMHH 33
HHM. DTO npaBia, peajlbHOCTb, 3 OCTAIBHOE...

Ho BOKpyr He€ cHOBa BCTalM CTeHHI 3a7a. OHa CHUAMT B
CBOEM KpecJie, TOM CAaMOM, KOTOpOe OTBEJIH €ii, KOT1a OHa Jaa
KI9TBy KaMHs. Tenepb xaMeHb MHOrMe-MHOTHMe Iofnl 6yaeT
npuHamiexars eil. CieBa or He€ MecTo myctyeT. CripaBa —
JOHOCHUTCS AbIXaHHE M 1IeJiecT ofeXn cecTpbl Bynenwm. OHa
JaXxe SCHO OLIylIaeT 3anax LBeTOB, KOTOPHIMM BCETAa MaxXHyT
OofeSHHSA CTapoil XEHIUHHBI, 3TOT 3amaxX 3anIyliaeT apoMaT
61aroBoHMII B XXapOBHSAX 10 00 CTOPOHEBI MOMOCTA.

OHH [IOJDKHBI TIOTPY3MTLCS B pa3MBILUICHHUS, HO €€ cob-
CTBEHHBIe MBICIH pa3beraiorcsi. CerogHa yTpoM psiioM C
MEPTBOI MaTephIO HALIUIM SITHEHKA U OTAAIM €ii IIg BhIpalu-
BaHMA, a HeJaBHO OOHAPYXWIHN TPeX OCHPOTEBIINX AeTE HbILIEH
ra3uu, U Bropas Jlegu xoder, YTOOBI OHA M HX BhIpacTWIA.
Pa3Be Bce OHH He NMOKIUINCH CIIacaTh XH3Hb, KaK Obl HU3KO
Ha lIKaje pa3BUTHUS Ta HHU pacnonaranachk? HyxHo Takke
BapUTb THCAH, KOTOPHIH TaK [IOMOTAeT 3UMOl CMAIYaTh GOMb
B CycTaBax. DTO eif JaXe MOpPYYWIH Ha ob1ieM coopaHun. OHa
caMa, cectpa Mbaiixusu — Poiineiin... Her! Huxorna, naxe
MBICJIEHHO HeJIb3sl IIPOU3HOCHTb 3TO MM, ClefyeT IIOXOpo-
HUTbD €ro B cebe.

Ho MbiciH 06 STHEHKE, O TpaBaX, O TOM CIIOKOHHOM XHM3HH,
KOTOpYI0 OHa TaK JIIOOHT, MCYE3IH MOCJe CJIOB XECHLIHUHBI,
cuisuel mocpeAUHe MOMOCTA.

— BpocuM XpeoOwuii.

Ilepen Heit CTOMT KyBIIMH H3 CTapHHHOIO cepebpa ¢
LIMPOKMM TOPJIBILIKOM, M OHAa yKa3bIBa€T Ha HEro Xe3JIoM,
NOSBUBLUIMMCH U3 CKIaJOK LIMPOKOIO OfesHHA.

B kyBlIMHe pa3ga€rcs MIOPOX, TaM NOAHHUMAIOTCS MaJIeHb-
Kue Gesple KyCOYKH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO GPOCHI B HETO OGPLIBKH
6yMaru. Kycouku nogHMMaloTcs B BO3AYX, 06pa3yior obsayxo,
Hoxopnsiilee 0 ToJIOBhI CHASLLEH XEHLIHHBI, JETAT ObicTpee
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o0naka HaXx MIOMOCTOM, HaJ CHOCHHUAMH — TeMH, 9To (YBhl!)
ITyCTHI, H TEMH, KOTOphle 3aHATH. Han xaxnbsiM KpecioM OHH
IeNaloT KpPYyr M JieTAT gaibiie. M omyckaloTcsd Ha KOJEHH
XEeHIIMHbI, CHASLICH B IATH pAAaX OT cecTpsl Maijixuazn. OHu
BLIOpaJTH KHCJIOIHLYIO cecTpy Burra.

Cectpa Burm! OHa yauBnsercss TakoMy Bmibopy. Xord
HMKTO Ha HEero He OKa3bIBaJI JaBJIeHUs, HUKAaK He Bmusul. OHa
MHOTO pa3 BH€JIa TaKOM XpeOuif, M 04eHb 9aCTO OH BhITNIaAal
Ha cecTpy, KoTopas Ka3ajlaCh HaMMeHee NMOATOTOBJICHHOM M1
BbITIOJIHEH U 3ana4i. Ho B KOHEeYHOM CYETEe MX BCeraa oXuaall
ycriex. Ho yro6m1 cectpa Burmi 6bula mocnaHa oT MMEHH
nopenesuiero CoBeTa... TAKOTO CTPAaHHOIO BhIGOpa OHa yXe
MHOTO JIET He BHAEA.

O6nako, cieaB NepBLIi YAMBHTENbHEI BbIOOp, Mpoaon-
Xaso nosier. OHo MHHOBAJIO OHMH pAx, Apyroi. Teneps OHO
npubMIXaeTcs K Heil. B rpynu y He€ HeoXHIaHHO CTAHOBHUTCS
XOJIOAHO, 06/1aKO MHHYET NOCJIEJHIOKI CECTPY, KOTOPYIO MOIJIO
6Bl BBIOpaTh.

U BoT OHO Haj €€ royoBoii, U Oesible MOLUKH OITYyCKAIOTCS
Ha e€ mwioTHo cxaThlie pyku. Her! Ho HuKaxkme Mob6b1
HeBO3MOXHEI. OHa JOJDKHA OCTaBUTH TEIUIO, IIOKUHYThH Cec-
TEp, BHIHTH B MHUP, U3 KOTOPOTO YlIUIa, KA3aJIOCh, TAK MHOTO JIET
Hazana. [Iukas 3eMiis, cO lIpaMaMM, HAHECEHHBIMM BOHHOM,
3eMJIf, KOTOPOIi cecTpHl ORNIafeTh He Morii. Ho comMHeHus B
XpeOHH HeBO3MOXHBI, Oeble KIOYKHM JieXaT Ha HeH, OHHU
TSDKETTBI TSDKECTHIO BHIGOpa, OT KOTOPOTO He YHTH.

OHa BCTaéT, ¥ GeJble KIOYKH pacTasuid, Kak cHer. CecTpa
BuTT TOXE BCTaéT, BMeCTe OHHM MPOXOAST K OCHOBAHHUIO
noMocTa M CMOTpPAT B Juuo Bceobweit Marepu. ¥V ToM
3aMKHYTO€ JIMLIO, OHa B COBEPLICHCTBE BiaJeeT UM H CIIOKOH-
HO CMOTpDHT Ha INepeMeHbl B OECKOHEYHOM Te€4CHHM AHEH.

— XpeOnit OpolmeH M BbIOOp coenaH, — TOBOPHT OHa
6eccrpacTHo. Ha MrHoBeHuMe y cecTpsl MaiiKn3u nosisisercs
3anperHas MbICHb. Bceoblias Marthb Tak Xe, KaK H BCce
OCTaJIbHble, YAHBIEHA TaKUM BbIGopoM. — Jlopn XpaHuTenb
obewian faTh 3CKOPT 1A Npoe3aa Yepe3 ropsl. [1o pedynbratam
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rajaHus, caMblil 6JIaroNpUSTHLIN AeHb — TPETHH, HaYUHas C
ceroaHslrHero. Brl y3HaeTe TO, YTO 3HaIM HalM Jan€ékue
MaTepH, M M3BJIEYETE H3 3TOr0 3HAHMS TO, YTO IOJIE3HO YA
Hac.

Huxkaxyx coMHEeHMi, CTIpaBATCA JIM OHHU C 3anadeit; MaTs
TaK yBepeHa B CBOMX CJIOBAX, CJIOBHO NIOCHUIACT MX B KJIAZOBYIO
3a mpunacaMu Ja obena. Ho Maiikusu xodeTcs 3aKpH4arh,
YTO OHAa He MOAXOAMT ISl TAKOTO BbIOOpa, YTO OHa cjiaba B
cHie; OHa yMeeT TOJbKO obsierdyath 60Jb, HO He 3HaeT, KTo
TMIpHYHUHSET 3Ty 60nb. A 3aech, B OOGHUTENH, XODUT MHOXECTBO
paccka3oB O CylIEeCTBaX, KOTOphle 6poAsit B ropax M oIyc-
TowaloT 3eMmi0. OHH U3-3a 3TOro XpebHs MO/DKHLI MATH B
caMoe ceple Y€PHOI HEH3BECTHOCTH H B3STb TO, YTO UM HE
OTHAIyT KOOPOBOJIBHO H CBOOOIHO, — CaMyIO CyTh CHJIBI!

— PemreHo, — BcJIyX NOBOpMT cecTpa BuTri, Ho cecTpa
M>3itku3u He MOXET B OTBET IIPOM3HECTH HHU CJIOBA.

Kecu cHOBa cejia Ha crialbHOM MaTpalle. OHa — He cecTpa

Mpiixku3u. OHa OnycTWIa pPyKy, YTOGBI oTniepeThCsl Ha He€, HO
9T0-TO €ii moMewiaso. Y He€ B pPyKe OKa3ajcs TOT CaMbli
KaMeHb B Me1IOYKe, KOTOPHIH OHa TOJILKO 9TO BhIOpocwia. Ho
OHa — 3TO OHa, a He Ta, Apyrasd, B 3TOM-TO OHAa YBepeHa.
JleByl1Ka 3aKphuIa I1a3a, OTAEPHYJA PYKY OT KAMHA U cocpe-
JOTOYWIACh Ha COOCTBEHHBIX BOCTIOMHHAHHAX.
" Owna paboraja Ha ncapHe CO INEHKAMHM, KOIAa IIpHIILUIa
TeJlerpaMMa. YMepJia TETKA €€ JaBHO YMepllero oTua, JIxeccu
Maxkbn3iip, oHa eii Ka3anach NepcoHaXeM ceMeifHoro mpe-
JaHuda. U 3aBemaina eil JOM — INOCJIEIHHIH OCTaTOK HEKOrna
oblmMpHOro nNoMecThsl. ATBOKAT OOBACHW €, 9TO OHa JO/IXK-
Ha MPUHATh HACJEACTBO.

U oHa ornpaBwiack B llomianauio, Hamesach HaKOHeL[
0o6pecTH cOGCTBEHHBIH JJOM, — H YBHIE/Ia Pa3BATMHbI, TOJILKO
OIHO KpBUIO 6110 emE obuTaeMo, Aa M TO OLICTPO pa3pyuia-
nochk. E€ oxpyxanu MpauyHHe KHMCHBE JIMIAa, U € He
TIOHPAaBWIOCHh HH 3TO MECTO, HH HaceNIOLIHe ero oAU 3a Te
HEMHOTHE IHH, YTO OHA TaM NpoBejia, — NpeXae YeM Ipo-
H3ouwIo 310. OHa He A0Yb CHIIHL...
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Kencu cxanace, npmkana KoJIeHH K IDYAHM, OXBaTWIa HX
pykaMu. Pyky, koTopas Bo CHe KaKMM-To o6pa3oM NpH3Baja
KaMeHb, MOKAILIBAJIO, M JEBYLIKE Ka3ajoCh, YTO OHA BHIHT
cnabpii cHHeBaThii cBeT. OHa NMMHKOM HaKphula MeLIOYeK
ONESUIOM.

B TeMHOTe 3a e€ 3aHaBecOM YTO-TO LIEBEJILHYNIOCh, H
AEBYIIKA OLIYTHIAa MyCKYCHBIH 3amax guKoii kowxu. C nosna Ha
HeE€ CMOTpeJIM XENThIEe IJ1a3a.

— Hau x cBouM xorATaM! — npoientana Kencu. — Paspe
HEIOCTATOYHO Thl HaTBOpMNA Oel, IMpHHECS 3TO... 3Ty LUTYKY
ciona, B JJommuy?

OHa HUKaK He OXH/iajIa OT KOUIKH OTBETa, TeM 6oJiee TaKoro
CHJIbHOTO NPHHYXIESHHUA: OHA JOJIXHA OLITh 09€Hb OCTOPOXHA
M BHMMaTelLHa, TpebyeTca Bcé e€ BHHMaHMe. [leBylika H30
BCEX CWI Ooponace ¢ 3THM IIPHHYXACHHEM. MoXert, Ta,
KOTOpYI0 OHa BHIAEJIA BO CHe, KOTOpoii Obia Bo cHe, GepéT
Bi1acTh cebe. [ToroMy yTo Bonpexu xenanuio Kescu passena
IUIOTHO CXaThle PyKH, B3Ula MELIOYEeK M CHpSTala ero B
ogexne. OH Jexan TaM, TEIVILIH, HMYJIBCHPYIOLIMM, CIOBHO
ofinagan cobcTBeHHOM XHM3HBIO. B mpolwioM el ciay4anock
JepXaThb MEJIKHX XHMBOTHRIX, H OT HMX MCXOJWIO TaKoe Xe
6HeHMe U TEIUIO XM3HH.

ITo-npexHeMy noa AeHCTBHEM NPHKAa3a, KOTOPLIH He MOITIa
HapyumTh, KeJCH BCcTaja M B3sla IUIAll C KAILOLIOHOM,
KOTOphIli eH Oamd, oOyira MATKHe MOJycanoXKH, IUIOTHO
3aBsA3aa nosic. BrICTpoOHOrast HeTepNeIMBO PacXaXuBasa B3ak
M Bniepéll, oqHaKo Moydaja. Ho BOT OHa BHITSAHY/NIA TYHYIO
MOpAO0YKY, OCTPhIMM 3y0aMH CXBAaTIIA Kpaii IUIalNa ¥ NOTAlTH-
Jla AeBYUMIKY K ABEPH.

Kencu nocnymanace — ciia, AeicTBoBaBLIas Ha e€. MO3T,
TojaBIUJA CTpaX H yIpsIMOe CTpeMIIeHHe K cBobozie — H Moirda
BhlsIa B HOYb. JIyHa cTOsUIa BBICOKO H SIPKO OCBelaia
Hebosbinylio rpymny aoMoB. Kollka, no-npexHeMy cXuMas B
3ybax Kkpai IUlaiia, ABMHYJIach B CTOpPOHY XoimMoB. Illar 3a
llaroM, mpoo/oXasa 6opoThes ¢ NpHHyXaeHHeM, Kejcu npo-
HAenana TOT Xe IyThb, 9TO U OHEM.
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JIBaXabl OHA MMPOXOJAWIa MMMO YacOBhIX, 1 OHH €€ CIOBHO
He 3aMedyand. HHKTO He OKIMKHYJ AeBYLIKY, HEe 3aMeTWI €€
TIpoXoJa, a ecJIM 6b1 M OKJIMKHYIIH, OHA He OTBeTHIa Ob1. CTpax
€€ YCWIMBAJICS, Tellepb OH HEMHOIO NMOJAaBIWI NPHHYXIECHHUE,
3actapiaBluee e€ uaTH. OHa NomnuITanachk HOBEPHYTH Ha3al, HO
BCE paBHO 3TO 0OKA3aJIOCh HEBO3MOXHO.

OHM yXe MMTHOBAH 6ONb1LIOM KaMeHb, KOTOPBIIi O NpHUKAa-
3y JlaroHbI NIepeIBUHY/IH Ha TO MECTO, I 6bU1 norpe6eéH 3moit
cTepXeHb. TYT Kollika OcTAHOBWIACH, BHIITYCTIJIA Kpaii IU1alna,
3aph4ajia ¥ JaraMy TONKHYJIA MaJIeHbKUI KaMylllek, oT6po-
cuB ero Ha 6onbioit. Ho Kesicu npuiwia cioga He 114 Toro,
YTOOH OBITH CBHAETEIEM 3TOIO AckicTBHA. [ToTOMY YTO KOLIKA
cpa3y JBMHY/IACh Jajibllle, OHA INPOJOJIXaia NMOTHHUMAThCs. A
Tyha, Kyzaa 1wia bricTpoHorasi, fo/mkHa OpUta HATH M KeincH.

B cTeHe xonmMa OTKphUIach y3Kad paclile/IMHa, U3 Heé
TIOCIIBIINATIOCH MAYKaHbe. BrIcTpoHOras mphIrHyna Tyaa, ae-
BYLIKA IocjeJoBajia 3a Heil. IIpHuwioch NPUTHYTBCS, YTOObI
MpOWTH Moj HaBucamolUMM KaMHeM. IloHadany mpoxonm 6but
Y3KHif, 2 IOTOM B TEMHOTE OHa OLIYTWIAa BOKPYT CBOGOOZHOE
npocTpaHcTBo. OTKyna-To M3 TbMbI BeTep HJOHOCHI 3JIOBOH-
Hblif 3amax. JleByuIKa yciplllajla Koliadybhe phlYaHHe, 3ByKHU
CXBaTKH ¥ MpPIXKaJIach K CTeHe, HUYero He BUIsI B TEMHOTE M
He NbITasgch J06paThes IO CLEHBI 605,

BHe3anHO B TEMHOTE €€ KOCHY/IOCHh YbE-TO TENIO, XECTKUE
BOJIOCHI WIH 1IepCTh NPIKAIUCH K pyKe, €€ CTapaIuCh NOATOJI-
KHYTb K MeCTy CXBaTKH. JleByllIKa CBOGOAHO¥ pyKoli pacKphlUla
Mello4YeK M H3BJIEK/Ia KOMIOBCKOH KaMEHb.

ApKast BCIBILIKA OClenWIa He TONbKO €€, HO M CYLIECTBO,
YTO Hanajlo Ha AeBylKy. KejicH yBHIena yTo-To HAalloOMMHAal0-
1uee IMyTaHHLY KOpHe#, mpixaBlumuxcs K 3emie. CBeT KaMHA
03apW1 ¥ APYTYIO CTPALIHYIO KPaTUHY: BhICTpOHOTras, ocKaius
3y6bl, 3aKpbIBaJIa KOTAT, JETEHBILI CHEXHOH KOLIKH ObUI yXe
TIOYTH BIIOJIOBHHY €€ POCTOM, a Nepel Hel 3acThUIH ell€ nBa
CTPAlHBIX 3JIOBOHHBIX CO3MaHUS ThMBI.

Qacsl! Kencu 10 cHx mop TOJIBKO CIbILIajia 3TO Ha3BaHMe,
HO MTHOBEHHO ONO3HaJIa 3THUX CKPHIBAIOLIMXCA BO ThME Cy-
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mecTB. JeBylnKka B3MaxXHyJa LieNblo C KAMHEM, M TPH CTpall-
HBIX (paca HCIyCTWIH ropTaHHble KPUKH. ToT, yTO 3aMep y €€
HOT, OLICTpPO TONOJ3 K ABYM [ADYTHM, CJIOBHO OIpOMHOE
HaceKOMoe, Te TOXe IONATWINCD, TPUKPLIBas JaNaMH MOPIbI,
nps4a IJiasa.

OHu narwinch, a KejcH pe3ko OTNpAHyNa OT CTEHBI, Y
KOTOpO# TaK Ge3yCIelIHO IIbITAJIaCh CNPATAThCS, M Hayana
pa3MaxHMBaTh KAMHEM Ha LIENH, a KAMEHb ¢ KAXIbIM B3MaXoM
cBeTiica Bc€ Apye. Kencu olylaia Kakylo-To TATY B pyke,
CJIOBHO OHa — HCTOYHUK 3HEPIUH, IepeJaBaBLIeics KaMHIO,
OXMBMBLUEH ero.

Hanapiune B maHHUKe OTCTYyNWIM, U BpicTpoHOras Hayaia
00IH3bIBaTL KOTAT, BPEMSA OT BPEMEHHM NOAHUMAs TOJIOBY U
pbya. A TPH CyLIECTBA YCTPEMIIUCH K IpyJe 3eMIH B YIIIy
Kouraybero jjoropa. O4yeBHOHO, OTCIONa OHM M TOSIBIJIMCD.
JloGpaBiumiics 4o rpyasl epBLIM OpOCWICS B He€, KaK IUIOBeL]
B MOpCKO# Inpuboii Ha Gepery, H oT4asHHO 3abapaxrasc,
‘BBepX (HOHTAHOM MOJIETENH 3eMiId U KaMHH. IIpnoGoapus-
LIUCh TIPM BHIE SIBHOTO CTpaxa 3JI0BOHHBIX NpPHIIENbIEB,
Kesicu pelIMTeIbHO TIPUHSUIACH NPOTOHSATh OCTABLIMXCS ABO-
MX, TIOKA Te He HBIPHY/IU B ABIPY B 3eMJIe, JleBylka caMa BoBce
He cobupanachk JIe3Th B He€, OHa BCTa/1a PSOOM U NpoAoIKaia
pa3MaxuBaTh LIeNbIO C KaMHEM, ITIOKA PyKa OKOHYAaTe/IbHO He
ycTaja, CJIOBHO €if IPULIIOCH JOJIT0 HECTH GoNbloi rpys.

U He TonbKO pyKa. Bcé Te10 HeOXMIaHHO OXBAaTWIA anaTus,
H JeBylKAa ONMyCTIWIAach Ha KOJEHH Nepel AypHO NMaXHYLIMM
OTBEPCTHEM, a CBET KAMHS CMEHIJICS €Jie 3aMETHBIM 6J1eCKOM.

®acnl — noa3eMHble HOcHTe M 371a. Kazanoch, camo 310
Ha3BaHMe NPHOTKPLUIO B €€ CO3HAHUM KaKyIo-To ABepuy. Kak
TocMeH OHHU ABUTLCA B [lonuHy? Benb e€ oXpaHSIOT IpeBHHE
cTpaxu, U rwieMs 3enéHoi CTpaHbI CYUTAET, 9TO MHHOBATh MX
HeBoaMoXHO. Ho pa3Be He mpoHMKIM dackl B mneinepy,
KOTOpYI0 M36pajia cBouM JioroBoM BrictpoHoras? Uro xe ewe
OHM MOIYT clenats?

— MHoroe! — 3TOT OTBET Ha €€ MbICJIb 6bUI MPOU3HECEH
Beiyx, ¥ Kesic 4yTh He ynasna, ObICTPO NOBEPHYBLINCH JIMLIOM
K ropopsiueit.
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IMepen Heit crosna Burmi. Cepas oaexnaa ciauBajiach C
TEHBIO, ACHO BUAHLI OBUTH TOJMBKO 6elloe KOCT/ISABOE JIMLIO H
XyZble PYKH, CXXHMaBIlIIHe cOOCTBEHHBI KaMeHb. BriepBrie &o
BpeMEeHH MX BCTpedH KeJicH He olLIyTWia BpaXIeOHOCTH B
xongyHbe. HampotuB, BHTTII BHMMAaTeIbHO M HECKOJbLKO
YOUBIEHHO paccMaTpPHUBaja AEBYIIKY.

— Th1... — rojyioc e€ 3By4yaa He rpomMye IEMNOTA.

— Kencn Makbnaiip! — Beinanuia aesyimika. HecMoTps Ha
BCe CBOM CHEI, OHa OyfeT 1o KOHLA AepXaTbcsi 3TOrO.

— OHa... oHa u3bpana 1e64... 370 npapaa. OHa ocylIeCTBH-
J1a CBO# BHIGOP.

— S He Mbiixu3u... — oTKazanacs Kencu.

— B 1ebe yacTp €€, Xoyelnb TH TOTO WIH HeT!

Pyku Butrin ynmanu ¢ KaMHS, U OH 3aropeiicsi pOBHBIM
roxy6siM cBeToM. BoHb acoB paccesiiach, u K Kencn Havanu
BO3BpalllaTLCAd CWIBI, TEMEPh OHA CTOSIAa, HE OINacascCh, YTO
HOTH OTKAXYT eH.

— DT0 HYXHO 3aKpbiTh, — BUTTJI IByMs lL1araMH MHHO-
BajJa €€ M OCTAHOBWIACh Ilepel OTBepcTHeM. Pa3maxupas

. KaMHEM Ha LeIH, KaK paHblle 3To gejana Kescu, xongyHbs
TPOM3HOCHIA CJI0OBa, OOpall€HHBIE K caMOi 3emiie, YTOGBI
TIPU3BaTh €€ NperpaguTh AOpOry 31y. Bo3ayx Mexay e€ kaMHeM
M OBIPOii B 3eMJIE 3aTIOIHWICH M3MEHSIOLIMMHCS CHMBOJIAMH,
OHH LIETUIUTHCH APYT 33 APYyTa, H HAKOHEl 06pa30BaJIOCh HEYTO
BpoJe CeTH, NOKPLIBIICH Ipyay BHIKONIAHHOH 3€MIH H CTEHY
BO3JIe HEE.

— Hla 6ymeT Tak! — TpH NOCJIETHHE CIOBa XJIECTHYJIH, KaK
614 MOJIHHH IToA TPpo30BhIM HeGoM. KaMeHb U 3eMIs 3allieBe-
JIWINCh, HaYaJIM caMH coboii pa3bpachiBaThCsl, CMeLNaThcH,
YXOIHTh BHYTPb, TIpEBpAlliasiCh CHOBA B CIUIOLIHYIO CTCHY. B
Hel Bc€ el€ BHAHBI ObUIH rosryOhle cBepKalolle HHTH CETH.
Ho kxongyHpsi yXe noBepHynach CIIHHOH K CTEHE H OIATb
CY3MBLIMMHCS I/la3aMH paccMaTpuBasia Kesncw.

— C KaXALIM IofiOM CECTEP CTAHOBHTCH BCE MEHbIIE, —
CcKa3ajia OHa, KaK Oynro HanoMuHas cebe 4yrto-10. — Moxer
ObITb, HaM cledyeT MCKAThb Bpara... H Maiiku3u, ymupas,
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yBHAEA HCTHHY. Tl OAHA M3 Hac, XOTh NOJTyIWIa CBOi KAMEHb
He obyyeHueM, a Gnaronaps napy...

— HeTt! — Kencu ocMemnach oTkasarsed. Ta, 4To Ka3anach
eif IPOTHBHUKOM, Telepbh M3MEHWIACh, NPH3LIBaJIa O0OBLEH-
HHUTDb CWIBI.

— Jla, — Ta CJIOBHO YHTaJla MBICJIH AeBYIIKH. — Mul ObLIH
TOCJIaHEI, HO elI€ He HCTIOJIHWIM TO, 3a9eM Hac IOCJIAJH...

— S He KonayHbsi, — K YAHBICHHIO ACBYIIKH, Ta COIVIaCHO
CKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY.

— ITo HaiiuM 3akoHaM — HeT. Ho Mbajixuau 3o 3Hana. U,
MOXET, MMEHHO NIOTOMY YTO OHa OKAa3aJlach Ha Kpalo rubenu,
eii crano scHo. Tel He MoXelllb OTPHLIATD TO, YTO 3aKITI0YEHO
B Tebe...

— Bo MHe Huyero Het!

Kencu nonsaTunack, KaK Bo BpeMs HamajaeHus $acoB, Moka
He MNpMXajach IUVIEdaMHM K XOJOQHOMY XECTKOMY KaMHIO.
HaBepHoe, HyxHo GexaTh... Ho oHa He Moxer! To Xxe
TNIpHHYXJAEHHE, KOTOpOoe NMPHBEJIO CI0Aa AEBYLIKY, OCTAHOBIIO
e€ U ceifyac. OHa X0TeJia 3aKpH4aTh B CTpaxe H rHese. To, 4To
COOCTBEHHOE TeJIO el He IIOBUHYETCS, 0Ka3aJIoCh XyXe BCEro.
Ho oHa He Momia chiejiaTh HH 1mara, 9To6s MMHOBATH KOJI-
OYHBIO H BBIGpAThCH OTCIOAA.

TomocoM, B KOTOpOM OHa TILETHO IBITANach IOJABHTh
IpOX®b, JeBYlIKA CKa3asa:

— IlpexpaTti CBOH TPIOKM M Jaii MHE YHTH.

BurTa pasBena pyku, CIOBHO IpeAJiarasi A€ByLIKE TOJHYIO
cBoGony.

— Hukaxux TpokoB g He genalo. ITocMoTpm B cebs
YBHAMIIOD, YTO TaM.

ITocMoTpeTs B ce6? Kesicu nomnsrranach, He OY¢Hb MIOHH-
Masi, 9TO 3T0 3HaYMT. U 06Hapyxwna, 9To, He CO3HaBas 3TOTO,
HaJies1a lielb C KAMHEM Ha 1I€l0, H TOT, MYJILCHPYH, JIEXHT Y Heé
Ha IpyaH, Xak KaMeHb caMoii Burri.

Kencu apnuana Tsokeao M HEPOBHO.

— Yero o1 OT MEH# XOY€E1IL? — CIIPOCHIIA AEBYIIKA CJIA0bLIM
rosiocoM. Cuinl €€ ell€ He BOCCTAaHOBWINCH, H OHa YyBCTBO-
Bajla, 9TO €CJIM He OyNEeT ONHpPAThCS O CTEHY, MOXET YIacTb.
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— JIsllo Tak... — BUTTI 3agbnOaia MeUIEHHO H ITy6oxo.
— Jlymaii o cBOEM Tese, 0 Horax, KoTopble TeOsl JepXkar... O
KPOBH, KOTOpas HecéT WM NHMTaHHe, OYMIIaeT. TBOE Teso
XOpoLIo CIyXWIo Tebe, Oyap mobpa K HeMy... MelJIEHHee,
cectpa. JIlymMait 0 HOYHOM CIIOKOHHOM C/IaJIKOM CHe, KOTOpbIif
He TpeBoXar Koinmaphbl. Ceifdac yTpo, M TBI IIPOCHYJIach
OcBeXEHHas, TToJTHas CHJI, X03giKa cebe caMoii, cecTpa CBOeTro
KaMH#f, KOTOphlii Oynmer Tebe CIIyXUTh, XOTh THI M XOTela
OTKa3aTbes OT Hero. MaéEm...

U, He mansd, nosuHyeTcs i et Kencu, BuTTn HaxotoHWIachk
H BBIIUIA M3 TElEphl, a AEBYIIKA NMOYYBCTBOBAIA, 4TO €€
HeyaepX1MO TAHET 3a KonnyHbeil. ITo-npexueMy Han ckana-
MM BHCella JIyHa, H KOJIIYHbS OBICTPO OTHICKAJa XOpPOLIO
ocBelléHHOe MecTo. OHa BCTajJa TaM M NOAHsUIA PYKH, KaK
6yaTo Aepxana JIydd JIYHBI, XOTela NPHUTIHYTb €€ K cebe.
JleByllIKa HepELINTEILHO TOCIeoBajla e€ NpUMepYy.

E€ xaMeHb CHOBa Havas cBeTHThCS. He ¢ Takoii cwioii, xak
npoTuB ¢acoB, HO YUCTHIM 6eJIbIM cBeTOM. OT HEro HCXOAWIO
TEIUIO, OHO PACMPOCTPAHIOCh MO BCEMY TeJly M HCYe3aTH
ycranocTs ¥ 60J1b B osicHune. Kejcu aeiicTBUTEMHO MOYYB-
cTBoBaja cebGA TaK, CIOBHO IIPOCHYJAch SICHBIM YTPOM B
HavaJle XOpOollIero JHS, BHIMbUIach B YUCTOM Bojae JlonuHbI u
ceifyac yxe caejajla MHOIO€ M3 TOro, YTo JOJDKHa ObLia
cAenaTh.

Kencu He Morna GBI cKa3aTh, 1OJITO JIM OHHU TaK CTOSUTH, HO
HaKoHell BUTT/ ommycTiuia pyKH, KOTAa K HUM IOATION3/Ia TEHb
OT KaMHs, a JIyHY HaJl TOJIOBOi Hadasio 3aKpHIBAaTh O6NaKo.

— Xopolo, — cKa3aja oHa co B3IoxoM. — Tax Bcerna c
CWIOi, Korga nosb3yelnbcs eo. OHa HcTolllaeT, 0, KaK OHa
HCTOLIAET, — B rojioce €€ 3By4asia 60 BocmoMUHaHM|. — Ho
Bceraa HacTynaeT obHoBieHHe. Kak ¢ To6oit, Majikusn... —
TYyT OHa 3aKkojebanacb. — Her, mind ogHoH omHO wMs, IJIA
Japyroii apyroe. Thl elI€ He MOMyYWIa HMEHH...

— A Kencu! — B feByllKe BCIbIXHYJIA cTapas BpaxnaeO-
HOCTb.

— Tbl He MOHKMMaellb... — AEBYLIKA H He AyMaJa, YTo Burta
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cnoco6Ha MpOoSABHTh TaKOe TepHeHHe. — TaK CMeJIo UCTIONb-
30BaTh JaHHOe TeGe NpH pOXNCHHH UM 3HAYUT HaR/IeKaTh Ha
cebs 710. BTO NaéT KII0Y TOMY, 4ero THl Jo/okHa Gosrbes. Y
TEMHBIA cMOXeT BOCITIO/Ib30BaThcd TBOMM TenoM. Ho elné
XyXe, KOTia 3aTparmBaeTcs BHYTPEHHSS CyLIHOCTb. MoXeT, ¢
T060i#1 Mo-apyroMy, H 11 TeOs MMA — He ONacHOCTb.

— HWHoraa ¥ co MHOI TaKoe BO3MOXHO, — cKa3ana KencH,
HEOXMIAHHO IIPHIIOMHHUB, YTO U B €€ MHpe, B €€ BpeMEeHH UMSI
MOXeT NPHHECTH oNacHOCTh. BeposiTHO, He TaKylo, KaK 34¢eCh,
HO BCE X€ ONnacHocTh. — Ho MBI He MEHf€M HMEHA... — XOTH
HET, U 3TO He Tak. JIlooM MEeHSAI0T UMs, MEHSIOT caM obpa3
xu3Hu. CBUAETE M NpecTYIUICHHUI, ImHoHbl. Ho oHa Beab He
M3 MX YUGIa, H €€ MMA — 4YacTb €€ caMoMH, OHa He XOyeT
OTKa3bIBaThCA OT Hero. ClesiaB 310, OHA TOJBKO €€ OoJiblie
MOTrPY3UTCA B 3TO HEBEPOSATHOE NMPHUKIIOYCHHE.

7

KonnyHbs IpOTAHY/IA PYKY 3a KaMeHb U IOCTaJa OTTya ABa
Me1UKA ¢ ISIMKAMH, KOTOpble MOXHO HaJeBaTh Ha Iuiedd. OquH
M3 HMX OHa nojoxmia y Hor Kencu. [JeByiika nonsrwiacsk ot
Hero.

— YTo THI menaelns? — cCIpocuia OHa.

— M&1 yxonuM, — crioxoifHo oTBeTiwia Burmi. — To, 3a yeM
MBI TIOCTIaHHI, elé Brepeau. Ecam 6yneMm xnarh 671arockioH-
HocTH xuTeneit JIoJHHBI, HUKOTAA He JobepéMcs OO Hero.
OHHM cpaxaloTcs, KOrga Ha HHX HamajaloT, korma Tbma
npubMIDKaeTcs: K HUM, HO CaMH BApyTHe MecTa He BTOpralorcs.

— A e noiiny! — Keacu cMoTpena, Kak BUTTI HageBaer Ha
TUIeYH CBOil MEIIOK.

— Tul He MoXelmb MOCTYNHTb MHade. Thl MOMB30Basach
KAMHEM... OH Telephb TBOM, a THI OAHA M3 Hac.

Kencu xorena 6exaTs OT 3T0ii 6e3yMHOH XEHIIUHBI, CITyC-
TuThes no Tporne B JommHy. Ho cHoBa Teno oTkasanoch
noBHHOBaThCA eif. TeIUIo KaMHS No-TNpeXHeMy OKyThIBaJIO €€,
H OHa OOHapyXWima, 4YTO TOXe HAKJIOHsSeTcH, NOoAHMMAacT
MELIOK M HaAeBa€T €ro Ha IUICYH.
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— He 6opuce ¢ 3THM, AeBOYKa, — B IoJIoce KOJIYHBH
3a3BydaJTH NIOKPOBHTEJILCTBEHHbIC H IIPEXHME ClIeTKa Npe3pH-
TeNbHble HOTKH. — ThI OIHA K3 CECTEP, H Ha TeOe JIeXUT 00eT.

U BoT, BonpeKH cBoeMy XeJaBmio, Kejicu Havana noaHu-
MaThCA, Cliexys 3a BUTT/A BCE najplie H Jaiblie MO KPYThIM
CKJIOHaM, HeIUIAACh NaTbLlaMH PYK H HOT, YTOOLI YpaBHOBE-
CHTb TSXKECThb CBOeil HollM. Bckope OHM AOCTHINIM Bepxa
nperpaibl, KOTOpOIi NMpHpoaa — WIH Te, KTO MOXEeT CBOOOHO
TIpPH3BIBaTh K cebe CWIbl NpHpOAbl, — OKpyXwia onuny.
Jlanplle OTKpLUIACh MECTHOCTH, GoJbllle MOKPHITAs TEHBIO,
9eM OCBelEHHAas JIYHOIi, NoHas onacHocTeil. BUTTn Havana
CIIOKOMHO CITyCKAThCH, Bels 3a coboii aeBylky, a Kencu no-
NpeXHeMy He MOIJIa CONPOTHBIIATLCS.

Ecau Ha 3THX BbIcoTax ¥ 6BUIM YacoBble M Habmozarenn (a
Kencu 6bu1a B 3TOM yBepeHa), KOJIYHbsI cyMeJia POMTH caMa
u ripoBectd Kencu HezamMeueHHBIMH. HHKTO He OCTAHOBH MX,
He CIpPOCWI, Kyia OHM HalpaBJISIOTCA.

Ilo cmycky 3ursaraMy NpOXOAMIAa XOPOINO YTONTaHHas
Tpona, HO CIYCKAJIUCh OHH HETOpOIUIMBO. BHTTII npoBepsiia
KaXZABli War, npexzae YeM NIoCTaBUTDb Hory, a KeicH cienopana
cpa3y 3a Hel.

OnHaxabl Hali HUIMH NpoJieTesl KPhUIATBIH CTYCTOK ThMBI,
KOJIIyHBs1 OocTaHOBWIachk, Keyicu 3acTeuia pssgoM ¢ Heit. Ho
CYIIECTBO He BEPHYJIOCh, H HEMHOTO noroast — KeJjicH Bc€ 310
BpeMs AblIajia 6LICTPO M MOBEPXHOCTHO — KOJIAYHbSI CHOBA
JABHHYJach B IyTh. [IoToM 0oHa cHOBa 3acTbUIA, a TAK BHE3all-
HO, YTO AEBYylIKa 9yTh He HajleTeJa Ha e€ MewoK. CHu3y,
OTTyAa, KyAa OHH HaNpaB/SUTHCh, MTOCLIIANOCh HU3KOE PhI-
yaHue. Ha 3ToT pa3 xonayHbst INENOTOM NMpPHKA3aJia AeBYLIKeE:

— Cepunlii. Cnpsun cBOii KaMeHB! Y HHUX IIa3a, KOTOpLIE
BUIST BO ThME, — OHa M caMa CIIpsiTajla cCOGCTBEHHBII KAMEHB,
NIPHOTKPHIB IUIaThE Ha llle€é M OIyCTHB TyAa CBEPKAIOLIMiA
xoMokK. Kejicu nocieopana e€ mpuMepy H 9yTh He 3aKpHyaa.
KaMeHnb GbUI TOpsTIMM, OHA CJIOBHO IpHXaia K OOHaXEHHOM
KOXe IDYAH PacKANEHHLIM YTOJb.

Kasanocs, BUTTI cunTana, Y10 370 €AMHCTBEHHasA Heobxo-

322



BuMasi TNpelOoCTOPOXHOCTh, IOTOMY YTO CHOBa ABHHY/ACh
Bnepén. Keiacu, mo-npexseMy NOBHHYACH IPHHYXIECHHIO,
ciefoBaja 3a HeH.

Tak oHM nmobpamick [0 pydbd, KOTOpHIH NPOpPLIBAJICH
CKBO3b IOpHI HaBCTpedy peKe JJonuHbl, 34eCh KONAYHbS NMORO-
6paJia MoJybl CBOETro MIHHHOTO IUIAThs, TaK 9TO XyaAble Geible
HOrM o6HaXWImch OO KOJIeH, U 3HaKoM Bejiena Kencu c6po-
CHTb MATKHE TOJYCAallOXKH, B TO BpeMs KaK caMa OHa CHsUIa
CaHOaJIHH.

CHsB 00yBb, KOJAYHBS BOLIIa B MEJIKYIO BOAY H YBEPEHHO
nouwia Brnepén, KencH Kak mpHBs3aHHas lLoaraja 3a Heif.
MoxeT, YTOGB OKOHYATEIBHO YTBEPAUTh CBOE NIPEBOCXOACT-
BO, BUTTN npoenrana:

— beryiaa Bona Bpaxne6na ToMe. IToka MoxHo, aydlue
JepXaTbca €€.

Crapasick roBopuTh HEMHOTIO, KeJicu cobpaiiachk ¢ cuiaMu
M CIIpOCHJIA:

— Kyna MuI upém?

IIparna, AeByIIKa LA 3a Hel BONMpEKH CBOEH Boje, HO,
MOXET, C NOMOINBI0O KaMHA eif ygacTcsd ocBobGoAMTLCH OT
NPUHYXACHHUS. A ITOKa He HYXHO pa3apaxXaTh KOJIYHbIO.

— Kyzna Hac Benér... — nogjieXoBajl HEYTELOIUTEIBHBIM
otBeT. — KaK THI 3Haelllb... HET, — TYT Xe MONpaBWIACh OHa.
— Thl ofHA M3 Hac M B TO Xe BpeMs HeT... H, MOXET, BMeCTe
¢ KaMHeM Tebe He faHo 3HaHUe. MBI HllleM MCTOYHHK ApeBHEH
CWIH — ‘TOT, 4T0 c)OpMHPOBaAJ B CaMOM Havajle Halll COI03
cecTép; OH CHOBa JOJIXEH coOpaTh HAac, YTOOHI MBI CMOIVIH
COeQUHHUTBLCS M BOCNPSAHYTb. MBI 3HaeM TOJIBKO, YTO OH Ha
BocToKe. Cectpa M3iiku3u Mckaja ero...

— M oHa Teneps MepTBa! — X010 cTpaxa 60poics C TEIUIOM
xaMHa. — Ho 6nu1a M1 y Bac Hagexna gobparbca?..

— OHa 1IU1a ¢ OXpaHoif, exaja OTKPHITO, XOTs Npeaynpex-
OeHue OwnUto sicHoe. Ho oHa He 3axoTesa TNpHCAYIIATLCA K
cyioBaM xuTeneii JJoMMHLL.. — BUTTII CHOBA 3aroBopiia pe3Ko
H XOJIOAHO. — DTOT NMOMCK HENb3sl COBEpLIHNTh CWIOH, C
MOMOIBIO HEYKINOXHX MyXduH. OHa oumM6J1ach M 3aIUilaTwia
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3a 370. MBI 6yeM HCcKaThb HOYaMH, M 3TO... — OHa IIpHKpLUIA
PYKoH TycKiioe CHsiHMe, ITpobuBaloleecss CKBO3b oleXay, —
3TO CTaHeT HallIMM NMPOBOAHUKOM. [ToTOMY YTO CBOM KaMHH B
JPEBHOCTHY MBI IPHHEC/IN 3 3TOH 3€MJIH, U HX BICYET TyAa, Iae
OHH IOJTyYHJIH CBOIO XH3Hb. B 3TOM MBI yBepeHbl. BHUMaTe 1B~
HO HaOimo4ast, KAK OHH pa3ropaloTcs M TYCKHEIOT, Mhl HailiEM
MyTb.

— A 49TO, €c/IM MCTOYHHK, KOTOPBIH BbI HILUETE, BO BJIACTH
Toemu1? — Kencu cMoYmIa KOHYMKOM fA3bIKA TYObI.

— OH MoxeT 6bITh ocaxn€H ThMoi, — cormacunace Burri,
— HO He B3AT, HHa4Ye HalIXM KaMHHU ymepiu Obl. Cpet 1 ThMa
He MOTYT COBMelAThCS.

— Ho Benb TeHu M IyHHEI CBeT coBMelnalorcst, — Kencu
TIBITAJIaCh HAMTH NOAXOASAIINE CJIOBA I CBOMX BO3paXeHHI.

— Jlyna nonxasi, ¥ B Heit Mbl MOXEM HalTH NOAKpEIUICHHE.
A BOT KOIla OHa HadHeT yBsaTh, — KOJIIyHbA 3aKoJiebaiacs,
— Torga HyXHo 6LITh OCTOpOXHEE.

SAcHo 6bU10, YTO OHA OUYEHDb yBepeHa B cebe, U Keiicu, xoTh
M 09eHb OMnacaBllasics, BCE Xe CJIerka yCIOKOWIACh, y3HaB, YTO
OHM 6ynyT ABMTaThCcs IO HOYAM M HCIOJIb30BaTh pydeil Kak
yka3atenb nmyTH. Korma Ha IropH3oHTe NOSBWIHCH T€pBLIE
TNpH3HAaKM paccBeTa, KOJOYHbs YKa3ajia BIepéll, rae B pydei
BIaBajach necyaHas orMesb. C TpéX CTOPOH oHa 6GbUIa OKpY-
XKeHa BOJIOM, M TeyeHHe 3lech ObUIO O4YeHb OnicTpoe. A ¢
YeTBEPTON CTOPOHHI NecyaHasl Koca COeAHHSUIach C cyuleif
Y3KOH IIepeMBbIYKOH, Ha KOTOPOH JieXajJlo MHOIO IUIaBHHUKA:
HeIaBHAA OypsA NpHHecNa cloja MHOXECTBO BeTBEH M ne-
PEBbEB.

Konmynss BOGpox 3alnarasa Ha 3TOT NHepelneek, U Kencu
Toc/ieIoBaJIa 3a Hel, XOT#A CTapajach HATH IO FPaBHIO H MTECKY.
OxasaBumch Ha OTMeNIH, BUTTN cO6pocwia Mewnok, Kencu Tyr
Xe 1ocJjieioBaa e€ IpuMepy, 9yBCTBY, KaK OOJAT OT Hanps-
xeHua miedd. Ho ecnu oHa ycrana or HOYHOIO nepexopa,
Burra, Ka3anocs, 3Toro He YyBcTBoBana. OHa yXe nofouuia K
TUIaBHMKY M Hadajla CTPOUTh GappHKaly B cCaMOM Y3KOM MecCTe
coenuHeHHss ¢ GeperoMm. Kencu He Aymasna, yToOBl Takas
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nperpaaa Momia ux cnactd. Ho Tak Kak KOJIYHbS CUHTAJIA 3TO
BaXHBIM, JEBYLIKA TOXe MpHHsUIach 3a pabory.

Tonsko xorma GappHkaga HOCTHUIVIa BLICOTHI MM IO Ipyab,
KOJIIYHbSI YOOBJIETBOPWIACh U BEPHYNAcCh K CBOEMY MELIKY,
pasBsi3ajla €ro M AOCTala YTO-TO 3aBEPHYTOE B YBsAALIUE
JvcTha. 2KeHlHaA cHsUla MTHcThA, M Kelcu yBuaena, 4ro Ta
JEepXHT B pyKax JIENEIKY U3 KAKOTO-TO TEMHOTO TecTa. BurTn
CTaJjia OTJIaMbIBaTh HEOOJbIIIME KYCOYKH JIETICLIKHN U XeBaTh HX.

— Emp, — ckazana oHa ¢ HaGHUTBIM PTOM M yKasajia Ha
Mewok Kencu. JleBymnka Halwia B HEM TaKylo Xe JIETIEWIKY U
OCTOPOXHO OTKycwiIa. Ha BUA He O4eHb NPUBJIEKATENbHO, HO
BKYC Heruloxoii; KencH cena M crajna 3amMBaTh €1y BOAOMH U3
py'bA.

OpnHako 3/iech, Ha OTKPHITOH IIeCYaHOM OTMEJIH, XOTS U 33
M3rOpoALIO U3 BETBEMN, OHa He YyBCTBOBaIA cebs B 6e3onacHoc-
™. U Korma KoJIOyHbsl yierjach, NOMJIOXUB IIOJ TIOJOBY
MELIOK, U cobpanack yCHYTh, Kencu yquBuiach e€ 6e33a60T-
HocTH. Heyxenu oHa MOTHOCTHIO yBepeHa B Hx 6e3omacHocTH?

— Bepb cBoeMy KaMHIO, IeBOYKa, — IVIa3a Burra ocraBa-
JIMCh 3aKPBITHIMH, HO OHA CJIOBHO 4MTaja Mblciu Kenacu. —
TbMa OXOTHTCS MO HOYaM...

— Toraa noyeMy MbI?.. — YIUBJIEHHO Hadana O6nu10 Kencw.

— Toxe na€M B TeMHOTEe? — 3aKOHYMWIA 32 He€ Burrin. —
IToroMy 4YTO B IOJHOJYHHE Mbl MOXEM HaNeAThCI CKopee
OTHICKATh Tpomy. TaM, roe cobupaercs ThMa, H MBI MOXeM
HaWTH TO, YTO MILEM.

ButTa Morna ObITh yBepeHa B ce6e M CBOMX MeToJaxX MOMCKa,
Ho Kesncu c Heii He comawanack. KomayHest yXe poBHO
JAbIlIajia BO CHe, a AEBYLIKA NPOAOJDKajla CUAETb, IMIAAS IO
CTOpPOHAM C HaCTOPOXEHHOCTHIO, KOTOpas CTajla 34eCh YaCThIO
€€ CyllleCTBOBaHHA.

Pyueit mporekan mo paBHMHE M YIIYONSUICS B XOJIMBI,
KOTOphle OHH TNpPEeoRoJeNH HOYbI0. BHOHBK ObUIM Kakue-To
ABIXylMecs KPYTTHBIEe TYlIIM Ha BocToke; KesicH peiia, 4yro
3T0 nacyTtcs XUBoTHEIE. He6o ObuTO IcHOE, HH clieia 00/1aKoB,
BpeMsi OT BpeMEHH 110 HEMY HETOPOIUIMBO NpoJieTasa KpyIHast
IITHLA.
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B pyube ToXe KHIIela XH3Hb. BpeMs OT BpeMeHH MoBep-
XHOCTb BOAbI pa3phiBajia pbi0a B IONOHE 32 NPOCBEYHBAIOLIUMH
KpBUIATBIMH HAaceKOMBIMH, 3allOJIHMBLIMMHM BO3AYX B He-
CKOJILKMX JIoMMaxX HaJ peKoi; OHM OLUIM 3aHSThl KAKHM-TO
CJIOXHBIM BO3ANYLIHBIM TaHueM. Ha Geper Brinmonano cyinecr-
BO, NIOXOXee Ha sliepHLy, JJIUHOMK C PYKYy OO JIOKTH, OHO HE
0o0paTWIO HUKAKOIO BHMMaHHA Ha JBOMX yXe€ 3aHSBLIMX 3Ty
TepPPUTOPHIO, CBEPHYJIOCH I'OJIOBOM K BOAE M, NO-BHAHMOMY,
YCHYJIO Ha OBICTPO TeIUIeIOLIEM ITecKe.

PaBHuHa yxoawia AajeKoO Ha BOCTOK, HO 3a Heil BUIHH
6bUTH HeNpaBWIbHbIE TMHHM XOJIMOB WIH I'op, TYT H TaM POC/IH
HeOoJblINe POlIY ACPEeBbEB, CIOBHO CO3HATENLHO NOCAXEH-
HpX. B momymmne BMIHelIMCh KaMeHHble DyMHBI;, Kencn
pelwia, YTo 3TO pa3BAIMHEI OYeHb OPEBHETO 3[aHMs; ero
OYepTaHUS Telnephb OMNpelAe/MTh ObUIO MOYTH HEBO3MOXHO.
Bricokas TpaBa Ha Jiyrax yXe HauMHaJjla BAHYTb IO XapKHUM
COJIHLIEM, BpeMsI OT BpEMCHH OHa 1€ BeJIWIach, HO HE OT BeTpa
(YyTpeHHMI OpHM3 CTHX, M Teneph BO3AYX CTaJl COBEPUIEHHO
HEMOABIDKEH). DTH Kayaloluecs BETBH H JIMCThA 0603HaYaIn
JABIDXKEHHE KAKMX-TO HEGOIBIIMX XMBOTHBIX.

ConHue crao npunexkats, H Keilcm o6Hapyxwna, 4Yro
TOJIOBY TAHET BHHU3. ['71a3a 3akpheIBasIiCch caMu coboit. HakoHens
JAeBylLIKAa BhIOpana MecTo nobiuxe K 6apbepy, KOTOpbIii OHH
BO3IBMIVIM, H, HECMOTDPS Ha BCIO CBOI0 HAaCTOPOXEHHOCTb,
OBICTPO yCHYJA.

Kakoii xoumap pa3byamn e€, BCIIOTEBIIYIO H ApOXallylo,
OHa, MPOCHYBLINCH, HE MOIJVIa BCIIOMHUTh. Bo3MoXHO, 310 H
Xopollo, YyTo 60ApCTBYIOIINI MO3T POrHajl 3T0 BOCIIOMHMHA-
HHe, TIOTOMY YTO AEBYLIKA, ApoXa OT CTpaxa, npmXajiach K
Macce TUIaBHHKa.

BurTa nexana Ha TOM Xe MecTe, Tae ycHya. MoxHo 6bu10
noayMarth, 4TO KOJIOyHbS YyMepia, ecliH Onl rpyab eé He
TNOOHUMAJIAaCh M ONyCKANach B MEIJICHHOM AbIXaHUH. Cyliec-
TBO M3 py4bs MCYE3JIO H...

Kencu ornapenacs B nouckax opyxusa. Hemoganéxy pansui-
cs1 KOpeHb, CITIaXEHHbIH BOROM, C ONHOIO KOHLIA TOJIIE, YeM
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¢ npyroro. OHa BhIcBOGOAWIA €ro, NpeBpaTHB B Ipybylo
nyounHKy. JlokHo 6bITh, OHa NpocIaia MOJINHA: CONHIE yXe
CKIOHsUIoCh K 3amagy. M XxoThb MecTHOCTh mNo-NpeXHEMY
BBITVIAZE)Ia MHPHOM, IeByLIIKa YBHAEIA, 9TO YTO-TO NpHOIHXa-
eTcsl K HIM B BBICOKOH Tpase.

IpyxuMasch X 3eMiie, OHa MEIJIEHHO NOBEpPHY/ach, BHU-
MaTeIbHO ONIAABLIBAA MECTHOCTh. TeX JIErKMX IBHXECHHIA,
KOTOpBIe OHA NMPHUHSUIA 32 Clefbl ABIDKCHHI MEJIKUX XUBOT-
HBIX, OoJblle He 6bUTO BHAHO. Bes 3eMi1st oxBadeHa THIIMHOM,
M HHCTHHKT NOACKA3bIBAJI ACBYLIIKE, YTO 3TA THIIIMHA HEeCTec-
TBeHHaa. Ho TyT oHa yciabllnana Iuieck BOABI M cpa3y
NMOBEPHYJIACh BHU3 MO TEYCHHIO.

K HuM npu6amuxancs 4eJoBeK; KAK M OHH ¢ BUTTJI, OoH mén
Ho Boae OOCHKOM, ITOBECHB CBSI3aHHYIO LIHYPKaMM oOyBb Ha
1eto. OH 6LU1 BOOPYXEH, M KOJILYYTA ITOA 1LIVIEMOM OTKphIBAJA
TOJILKO HeGobluylo yacTh Mua. OQHaKo OHa y3Haja ero.

— HoHaH, — OHa npoM3Hecna 3To IIENOTOM, HO OH
yCNblllIajl, TTIOTOMY YTO TNOAHSUI PYKY — B NPHBETCTBHH WIH
NpeayNpeXAeHUH, B TaKoe BpeMd H B TaKOM MeCTe OHa
pellmwia, YyTo cKopee B IpeaynpeXIeHHH.

Keicu Bckouwia Ha HOTHM, TO-NIpeXHEMY AepXa B pykKax
AYOHHKY, H moMaxaia eMy. Ero mocsamu, YyTo6sl OH NMPHUBEN MX
Ha3an? OHa NpUBEeTCTBOBaja Obl TaKOM NMPH3BIB, €CJIM CTPaH-
HOe MpHHYXAeHUEe NO3BOJIMT €if BEpHYThCA.

Kak ¥ oHH ¢ Burri, ioHolIa Héc HeGOMBLION MELIOK Ha
CIIMHe, M, YBHAEB 3TO, OHa cpa3y YCOMHWIACh, YTO €ro
NosIBJICHHEe O3HayaeT KoHel MX myTH. C3agu mHociabluajics
THeBHbI# Bo3miac, ¥ Burti, npoiinsa Bnepén, BcTajla Ha caMOM
Kpalo Boibl, Iiaad Ha MoHaHa.

— Yro TH 3m€ECH AeNaelnb? — CIIPOCHIAa KOJIAYHBsI, KOTAa OH
6bLI €11€ Ha HEKOTOPOM YIaJIeHHH; TOJIoC €€, XOTb M HErpoM-
KHU#, OTYETIIMBO TNPO3BYYa]l CKBO3b IUIECK BOIBI.

— To, 3ayeM MeHsa mociaiM, — OTBeTWI OH. JIHlo ero
OTKpbUIoCch, U KeJsicu yBHaena, 4YTO OH paccepXeH.

— Tsl HaM He HyX€H.. — ToJloc BurT HanoMuHan
cepauToe prriaHue BRICTpOHOTrOIM.
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— MoxeT, 1 TaK, — OTBETWI OH, NOAOKAA COBCeM GIU3KO
M 3aCTaBHB KOJUIYHBIO OTCTYTIMTh Ha HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB. — 310
onacHasd 3eMJIfl, H MBI HE XOTHM, 4YTOOBl OHa cTala eulé
omnacHee... Boappauiaiirecs B JlonnHy, HHaye Bac 3axBaTar. TyT
IEeHCTBYIOT MOTYy4YHe CHIBI.

— A KTO Jenan npeacka3aHHue H YUTa B yalue? — npe3pu-
TeabHo cnpocuia Burrn. — KoHeuyHo, 3Ta 3eMiisd onacHa. U,
MOXET, HMEHHO MBI IOJIOXXUM KOHell 3Toif omacHocTH. [aii
HaM TOJIBKO J0OpaThCcd 4O UCTOYHHKA CHWIHL... '

— W norn6HyTh U3-3a coGcTBeHHOH DtynocTu? S cornaceH,
€CJIM MocTpajacllb ToNbKo Thl. Ho Kaxnmas 4acTH4YKa CHIIBI
CIMIIKOM LIEHHa, YTo6bl pPHCKOBaTh €10 B CaMOM JIOIOBE
Bpara...

Kencu yBunena, Kak BUTT)I mogHsUIa pyKH ¥ CXBaTHIA LIETTb,
Ha KOTOpoii Bucen KaMeHb. [laxke B cBeTe IHA OJleCK KAMHS He
yMeHblIwiIcsa. KonnyHss B3sina ero B pyKy M HampaBWwia Ha
Honana.

Tor paccMesuics, M3BNEK Med M, JepXa ero 3a Jie3BMe,
3aropoAwics pykosaTsio. KaMeHb CBEpKHYJI, ApYToii KAMEHb —
ronyGoii, B pyKosITH Me4ya — TOXe, JIyYM CKPeCTHWIHCh, U He
OCTaJIOCh HHYEro, KpoMe Kiyba AbIMa.

— Th1... TH... — BriepBble Keyicu yBuaena, Kak KOJIyHbs
noTepsUla Jap peyuH, Bc€ €€ oObIYHOE BHICOKOMEpHE MCYESNIO.

— [Mla, 1 He HyXIaloch B TBOEM PYKOBOIACTBE, JIeAU KOJI-
IyHbs, — ckasan MonaH. — Mbl caMH HalUTM YacTH CIUIHL.
MeTtajut B pyKOSITH — AJI TOIO, KTO ITOCMEET €ro B3sATh. JTO
Xupoil Metau1. Tenepb THl BUAMIOD, YTO HE TAK-TO JIETKO OT
MeHS U36aBUTHCA. A Tellepb, — OH OITYCTHWI C IUIed MELIOK, —
naBaif goroBopuM. Jleau JlaroHa oTnpaBWwiIa BECTHHMKA K
XwiapusHny. TH BepHilIb, YTO YyCTOHIUD POTHB Benukoro? On
MCITLITHIBACT CIILHEIE 9YBCTBA K 3TOi 3eMJie M HE NO3BOJIUT,
yTOOBl €€ MOAYHMHIIM TEHH M OHa BhHILLIA HM3-IIO4 Hallero
KOHTpPOJIS.

— Yro xe ThI Oyaewmis Aenatb? — MpayHo cnpocuna Burm.

— Iloiiny ¢ BamMu. Pa3Be ThI He MOHHMMaElllb, YTO Mb] HE
MEHblIEe TeOd XOTHM HaWTH HCTOYHHK CWiIbI? MBI JODKHEBI
3HaTb, TIE OH CKPBHIT, H HE OTIaTh ero ToMe.
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— OT0 He JIeJI0 MyXYHH...

— 310 Heno Bcex, KTo mocMmeer! — Bo3paswi oH. — A
pa3BeqYHK M OBIBaJ yXe 31ech. 1 MOTOMY pelIi y4acTBOBaTh
B BaleM noucke. Tol upews K CrsamuM...

Tonoa Butra pe3ko A€pHynach, CIOBHO €€ yAapWIH IO
ry6aM.

— OTKyaa Thl 3TO 3Haelnb? — CIIPOCHIA OHA, H B rojioce €€
3a3Bydasl He XOJIOJ, a XapKHUil THeB.

Monan moxan niesamu.

— To gymaelib, YTO MOXelb COXPaHHUTh TaKylo Lienb B
TaifHe B JlonuHe? MBI Bc€ BpeMst 3HAJIH, NTOKA ThI XKJaja CBOIO
cecTpy, Kyaa Thl HallpaBHUILUbCH.

OHa cepaUTO CMOTpeJia Ha HEro, CXMMasi B pyKe KaMeHb,
CJIOBHO CHOBa cobGupanack noMepaThcst ciwiaMu. Ho oH yxe
nosepHynca K Kencu.

— To1 upéws mo cBoeii Bosie? — CNpOCHI OH.

— Her, ToNBKO H3-3a2 NPHHYXIEHHS, — OTBETWIA AEBYLIKA,
— KameHb TpebyeT 3TOro oT MeHs.

— CHuMH ero! — npo3Byyas cKopee IIpHKa3, 9eM Ipockba,
M pYKM €€ ABUHYJIHUCH UCTIOJIHATD IIPHKA3... HO JINIbL HEHAMHO-
ro. KaMeHb noj IUIaTheM Ipeaynpexaaolle BCIIbIXHYIL.

— He Mory, — BhIHyXIeHa ObU1a OHAa NPU3HATBLCH.

- HWonaH Haxmypwmics.

— IlpuTpoHBCA... — JepXa Med 3a JIe3BHe, OH NPOTIHYI
pyxosTb. I'oyGast IeHTa B Helf ropejla COGCTBEHHBIM OTHEM.
Kencu npotsHyia pyKy M ¢ JETKMM KPHMKOM OTAEPHYNa eé€.
Pyka oHeMerna, oLienIeHEHHE paclpoOCTPaHSIIOCh 1O JIAIOHH ¥
BbILIIE.

OH KMBHYJI, CJIOBHO OXWJIaJl 3TOTO.

— Tol mox obeToM.

— Yro?

—ITpuxka3 xakoro-To JIpeBHero wiu Benmkoro. BoamoxHo,
OH 3aKIMIOYEH B KaAMHE, KOTOPBI Thl HOCHLUB. Thl JOJDKHA
TNIOAYUHHUTLCH TOMY, YTO BO3JIOXEHO Ha TeOsl.

BHUTT/I HEMIPHATHO paccMesIach.

— JyMaelb, MOXHO HOCHTL KAMEHE CHUTBI H H30€XaTb €ro
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TpeboBaHuii? Thl J0DKHA UATH TIO 3TOMH Aopore, Xo4Yellb TOro
WIHN HeET.

Kesncu Teneps Ka3anock, YTO BCE 3TO NPHKIIOYEHHE HABA-
3aHO eif elE A0 Toro, Kak yMHpalolas KOJIyHbd oTAaIa €i
KaMeHb.

— A He ogHa M3 Bac, — BO3pa3Wia OHa. — 3ayeM MeHd B
3TO BTATHBAIOT? — 3TOT BONPOC OHA MOIJIA 331aBaTh ¥ paHbllE,
Ho npixon MoHaHa Jan XoTh Kakoe-To nofobue oTBeTa.

— Y T1ebs HeT BbIOOpa, — BUTTI OTBepHYNach, OTOLUIA HA
HECKOJILKO LIIaroB M ceJjla Ha NIECOK CITHHOM K HUM, COOHpasich
CHOBA JIeyb cnaTthb. KeJIcH nocMoTpesa Ha MOJIOZOIO 9e/IoBeEKA

— 51 He BnIOMpasa.. — HayajJa OHa, OJHAKO IOHOIIA
noxayaJ roJJoBoH.

— Jlenn, B 3TOM 3eMiie Hail BhIOOp orpaHuyeH. S cam
TIPOIIEST HEOOLIYHBIMM ITYyTSMH, NpeXIe YeM MEHS 3aXBaTHIO
HeyTo GoJiee CHIbHOE, Y4eM MOS BOJIfl. DTO MECTO HaceJleHO
TIpM3paKaM¥, MpH3paKaMH APEeBHHUX CXBAaTOK H IPHKA30B;
OQHAXObl TPOU3HECEHHBIE, 3TH NMPHUKA3hl IIPOJOJDKAIOT XHTb.
Mm yxe MHoOro jner obopoHsieMcs or TbMbi, HO Bcerma
CYLLECTBOBAJIM NPEeJaHus, YTO B INTyOMHE CYIIH, — AepXa Me4
B 00eHX pyKaX, OH NOAOOPOAKOM yKa3aJl BBEpX 0 TEYESHHUIO,

'— XpaHMTCH APEBHAA CWIa, HEe NPHUCOCAMHMBLIAACA HH K
Csety, HM K TbhMe. Hala uem» — HaiiTH €€, a TO, 9TO THI
HOCHIIb, — KITIOY K HEH.

— lems, HO He BrIGOpP, — € ropeynio OTBETHIA JAEBYLIKA.
HeB0o3MOXHOCTb AOTPOHYThCS A0 Me4a BbI3BaJla y He€ 1HOK U
BBIBEIA M3 OLIETICHEHHA, KOTOpOe, KaK OHa Teneph MoH:Aia,
OXBaTWIO €€ mocJiie BoiIxona u3 J{oHHEL.

— Ilenp, HO He BbIOOP, — CIIOKOMHO COIVIACWICH OH. — A
Tenepb OTIOXHH, Jeau. CeroqHsA nmocjaeaHsad HOUb IOJTHOJIY-
HUS, NOCJie 3TOro Mul noiaéM aHEM. U KTo MoxeT ckasarb,
CKOJILKO HaM NpHMAETCHA MATH?

Kencu ApocTHO pacTHpala pyKy, H K Heil NMOCTeNeHHO
BO3Bpalllajlach YyBCTBHTEJIbHOCTb. [leBYllIKEe XOTEOCh CIO-
PHTB, HO TO, YTO MIOHaH MOJHOCTBIO MPHHSAI CyYHBLICECH C
HeH, NOKa3kIBaJIo, YTO CHOpH Oecriosie3Hsl. OHa BepHyJach K
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CBOEif MOCTE/IM B IIECKe, MOJOXWIAa ToJIOBy Ha MEUIOK H
no3Bonwia cebe paccnaburbcsa. He nymana, 9ro ycHET, HO Ha
CaMOM Jefie cpa3y yCHyJa.

IIpocHynacs Kencu oT Toro, 9ro e€ TpsACiAH 3a IUIeYO,
yBHAENa He6O, MOKPHITOE OBICTPO JIETSAIMUMH O0NaKkaMH, M
TNOYYBCTBaJa NepBhle Karvm aoxas. Hax Heii crosuta Burta, ¢
MEIIKOM Ha CITMHE, AepXa B pyKe KyCOK CYXOii JieTle1KH.

— Ilopa uaTH, — cka3aja KOJOybs, NMPOIJIOTMB KYCOK.
OGyBb BHceNa y Heé Ha Iosice, ¥ OHa 3alliaraa 1o Bofe. Monau
yXe CTOsUI B BoZie 1O KOJICHHU.

— Mb51 He MOXeM 3eCh 3a1epXHBATHCSI, — MTOATBEPAMII OH,
noka KesicH oThIcCKHMBajIa CBOE POJOBOILCTBHE ¥ TOPOIUIHBO
XeBajla CyXHe KyCKH, LiapamnaBliMe $3bIK M NECHBl. — B
BEPXOBbSIX IIPOLLTH CWILHBIE JOXAH, BoAa MOJHHMAETCH.

Ho Hagamy oHM HOYHOI nepexol Bc€-TakH 1o Boge. Kamwmu
TIOCTENEHHO TEpPElUIM B CIUVIOIIHOM IOTOK, NMPOMOYMBIOHH
ogexny Kemrcum HackBo3b M 3aCTaBHBHIMII €€ IpoXaTh, HO
CIyTHUKH JEBYLIKH, Ka3aJIOCh, HE 3aMe4alll JOXIs.

BeicTpo HacTymwia Ho4Yb, HeGO 3aTAHYIM TY4YH, M3pEAKa
OCBellaBIINeCs BCIBILIKAMH MOJIHMI, 32 HHUMHM CJeJOBalu
packatsl rpoMa. Boza noaHsanacs Kescu no cepenunsl 6€xep,
M TeNepb AeBYLUIKA HCILITHIBAA TATY TedeHHusd. OQHaXabl oHa
60J1Ie3HEHHO NMOCKOJIb3HYJIaCh Ha KAMHE H yTiaja Ok, ecyii 6bl
eé He noxxsatwi Monan.

HaxoHeni oHH BHIOpasHCh Ha Oeper M CKOPYMIMCH TOX
BETBSIMH MBREI, YTOOLI O0OyThcsi. B TeMHOTEe HoYM M OOXIs
IeBYIIIKA €1Ba BHeJIa CBOMX CIyTHHKOB H AYMaJia, IoYeMy OHH
HOJDKHBI MIOTH, a He NepeXAaTh HENorogy B KaKOM-HHOynb
YKPBITHH.

OHa NnoYyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK LIeBEIbHYNCS MoHaH, H cKBO3b
LOTyM JOXAA H IUVIECK BOJK B Pydhe YCNBILIAIA €0 HEFPOMKHH
ronoc.

— YybcTBYyems 3anax?

OHa MOoC/IyLIHO IPHHIOXaJIach, HO OLIYTWIA TOJNBKO 3amax
BnaxHoit 3em. MoHan Bcran u Kyma-To nomén. Ilpu ceete
MOJHMH OHa YBHAEJNA, YTO OH O6HaXHWN Me4 M AEPXMUT €ro B
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pyke. B To Xe BpeMs KOJIYHbsS XECTKO CXBaTWIA €€ 3a PYKY,
yaepXuBasi Ha MecTe.

Iocapnuancs KOpOTKHii KpMK, BHE3aITHO NNpepBaBUIMIicS, K
HPoHaH ucues B 3emie. Kencu BolpBaach ¥ nobexana Brepén,
HO MOCKOJIB3HYJIACh M yTaja JMLoM BHU3. OHa noayMaina, 9T1o
ceiiyac 3aKpHYHUT, KAMEHb BCIBIXHYJI APKHUM CHSHHEM, H OHA
npu3eMInIach, MpuaaBuB MonaHa ko R1axHoii semue. OcT-
pBIif 3amax, Telnepb XOpoLIo 3HAaKOMBIi eif, 31ech ourywaics
OYeHb CWIBHO.

®acpl! OHM ynalH B OOMH H3 INOA3EMHBIX XOJOB 3THX
oburareseit ThMbl. BUTTN He nosropuia owmoky Kencu u He
ynana. Ho enBa oHM ycnieu BcTaTh, Ha HUX OGPYLIWIOCH YTO-
TO IpA3HOE M BOHIOYEe, U OHH CHOBA YTIaJM Ha KOJECHH, YyTh
He YTOHYB B IDSI3H.

Kencu mnmiTamack 6exaTb, H TYT M3 TbMBI ITOKA3aJIoCh
LIyTIaJblie, MOXoXee Ha KOpeHb, CXBAaTWIO €€ ¢ TaKOi CWIOH,
YTO OHA BCKPHUKHYJIA, H IUIOTHO IPIXaJIo €€ PyKH K Teqy.

8

Ewmé ogHo xécTkoe urynaisle yxsatwio Kencu 3a 6€apa, u,
KaK oHa HM GopoJiach, AeByLIKA ITOCTENIEHHO MPHOIIIKaIach K
MecCTY, Kyla e€ TalllWIH, a TALIWIH €€ K TEMHOM CTeHE SIMBI, TIe
3USUIO TIOJIHOe Mpaxa oTBepcTHe. Ilo 3BykaM cXBaTKM OHa
NOHMMaJla, YTo M y MoHaHa fena o6cTosT He Jy4qure.

Ha rpynun y Heé cpeTwics KaMeHb, U Kejcu ynoswia
TOXOXMIi c/1abblii 6llecK BriepeH, JOJDKHO OBITh, OT PYKOSTH
Meya Monana. ITpy 3TOM cBeTe OHa YBUIEJIa, YTO YIepXKHBaB-
1IMe e€ LIynajablia HalIOMHUHAIOT ABa TOJICTRIX KopHs. Ho 3TH
KOPHHM ObUTM MOABIDKHEI KaK 3MEH, ¥ Ipy0O TALIWIM AeBYLIKY,
yaapsisi €€ 0 CTEHBI, M0 NIPOXOAY, pacCCUMTAHHOMY Ha ropasao
MEHBIINX CYlIeCTB. Bckope oHa BCs nepeMasajiach BJIaXHOM
3eMJIEH, KOTOPYIO NIOCTOSTHHO NPHUXOAWIOCH BBIIUIEBBIBATH H30
pTa.

3J10BOHHE CIyLIIOCh, OT HETrO BLIBOPAaYMBaJIO BHYTPEHHOC-
T, 1 KeJsicu npuxoawiock 6opoThkcd ¢ TomrHoToM. 1o 3pykam
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OHa pella, 4yro MloHaHa Terneph TalaT 3a Hel, CIIBILIATHCH
ero BO3IVIachl, NOJHbIE OTBPalleHUS M THeBa.

Eit moxasanoch, YTo TAlIWIM e€ LieJIbIi Yyac, XOTI Ha CaMOM
JleJie 3Toro, KOHeYHo, He Moriio ObITh. M1 BOT OHa, Kak npobka
M3 OYTBUIKH, BBICKOYIIA B 60JIBILIOE TPOCTPAHCTBO, OCBELIEH -
Hoe NpU3payHbIM docdopecIUpyIOLIUM CBETOM, KAKOH MOXET
MCXOIMTh OT THWIH. CBETWINCh KOHIBI BHICOKMX GpEBeH,
BKONIAaHHBIX NpPSIMOYTOJIBHHKOM, B KOTOpPBIi M OGpocwiu e€
KopHH. U TyT Xe o Heé ymapmwics MoHan.

Iocapnuancs ckpexeurymuii 3ByK. KaMeHs, Gosblie U
1IHpe e€ Tena, OITycKaJicd, 3aKphiBas OTBEPCTHE B 3TOM
YacTOKOJIE M3 XOJIOMHOTO OrHsA. MoHaH yxe BCKOYII Ha HOTH
M CMOTpEJI Ha BLIXOA. :

Kencu Toxe Bctasa. BepXxyluiku 4acTokosia, CBETHBLIHECS
5TUM NPU3PAYHbIM CUSIHHEM, GbUIH ropasfio BhIllE €€ MOJIOBbI.
CpeT cobupasicsi B HE3IOPOBYIO ABIMKY, KOTopasi Kak 6yaro
HaBHCaJIa HEMOCPEACTBEHHO Hal HMMHU. [leBylIka ckpecTmwia
PYKM ¥ TIpHHSUIACh pacTHpaTh IUIEYM, IIe KOPHH BpeE3aNCh
6onbHee Bcero. Ilog MpMKocHOBEHHEM NaIbLEB LIapalMHb] Ha
Koxe 3aGosieny ew@ cwibHee. MoHan Onaromaps cBoei KOJIb-
Yyyre JOoJDKEH ObUT MOCTpajaTh ropasfo MeHbLIe.

TeM BpeMeHeM I0OHOLIA OLICTPO OCMATPpHBaJ KAMEHb, 3aro-
POOUBIIMIA BXOJ B YaCTOKOJ. B pyke oH Jepxan 06HaXEHHBIH
Med, CJIOBHO oXMaajl HanaaeHusd. HakoHell OoH npocyHyn Med
B lIEMb MeXOy ABYMS OpEBHAMH 4YacTOKOJAa M HaXasl, HO
HUYEro He NPOM3OLIUIO.

— MoxeT TBO#1 KaMeHb BBIBECTH Hac OTCI0fa? — HEOXM-
naHHO cripocw1 MoHan.

KameHb no-npexHeMy cBeTWICS, HO A€BYIIKE I10Ka3aJI0Ch,
YTO CBET CcTaj Oojlee TYCKJIbIM, Kak OyATO ero 3arnmyluajio
CBeyeHMe 4YacTokosna. OIHaKo OHa MOCIYIIHO ToAouUia K
6rkaiilieMy 37T0BOHHOMY GpeBHY M TMOZHeEc/]a K HeMy Ka-
MeHBb, HalleJIMB JIyd Ha CTBOJL.

Eif mokasajioch, YTO MaTepHal — AEpeBO, KOpeHb WIH
MeTajUl, U3 KOTOPOTro ObUI clieIaH YacTOKOJI, — YYTh AEPHYJICS
nox 3tuM naydoM. Ho kxorma MoHaH ¢ BocKIMLAHHMEM Haxai
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CBOMM ME4YOM, TO BCTPETHI TOJBLKO TBEPAYIO HEYCTYNYHBYIO
TOBEPXHOCTb.

— TI'me Mb1? — Kescu nuiTanack NoJaBUTh CTpax, 3ajaBas
BOIIpOC OOLIACHHLIM TOHOM.

MonaH noxain mieyamy.

— B pykax ¢acos. I'me? [la MoxeM ObITH B IOOOM MecTe.

— A Burra?

— MHe KaxeTcs, OHa He 3aXBayeHa.

— A K10 3TH dach1?

— OHH ciayxat TbMe, — pe3Ko IpepBal AEBYIIKY VoHaH.
— OxoTarcsa cTasMU. A MX KOPHH-BEPEBKU Ype3BbIYAHO
MPOYHEI.

— A 4YTO MM HyXHO?

— IMomuMo o6er4HOTO CTpeMIIeHHA KO 3my? A 6n1 ckasaun,
YTO TBO# KaMeHb. BeposiTHO, He 111 ce6s, MOTOMY YTO OHM
cayxaT 6oJiee MOTyYHM X03s€BaM M TeNlepb, HaBepHOE, OTIpa-
BWINCH K HUM ¢ JoKinanoM. CKopo Mbl y3HaeM, Kakoit TeMe
OHH CJIyXarT.

— Moit kaMeHb... — KeJicn cHsa uerns ¢ liey, 3aXana B
naTblax, HadyajJa pacKauMmBaTh M MbICJIEHHO LETMKOM Cocpe-
IoToymwiach Ha KamHe. E€ ocieruisil ero sipKuii CBET, TaKkoro
y KaMH$ OHa ellé He BHIena.

E€ cepnue 3abwiocs 6bicTpee — B TakT kKaMHI0? OHa He
6nU1a yBepeHa B 3ToM. Ho 3T0 HeBaXHO. A BaXHO IepXaTb
KaMeHb Ha BUOY, COCPENOTOINTLCS Ha HEM, 3a6LITh 060 BCEM
OCTAJILHOM.

Bhauasie 3Ta cocpeIoTOYEHHOCTH AaBanacs eif TpynHo. Ho
IIOTOM OHa yBHJEJa, 9TO B JIyde CBETa, HCXOAAINEM OT KAMHH,
HayaJio yTo-To hopMupoBarecs. HeBo3aMoxHO G1UT0 He y3HaTh
3TH XEcTKue YyepThl. Burtn! CaMoit KoJmyHbH 30€Ch, KOHEYHO
Xe, HET, B BO3AyXe MOBHCJIO TONMBKO e€ u3obpaxenue. Kecu
cocpenoTogWia BCE BHHMaHHe Ha e€ Jiuile, U eif moKa3ajocs,
yTo BUTTI TOXEe MX BHIWT.

— Boxoa! — Kesncu npousHecna cnoBo, KOTOpoe ceifyac
11 He€ 3Ha4YwWwIo GoJIblIE BCETO.

Ona Buaena, xkak Burrn orkpruia por. Ho gaxe ecmm
3aroBOpWIa, AeBYIOKA He yciabmasna clioB ciayXxoM. OqHaxko B
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CO3HaHMM OHa YnoBWia orBeT. Kak BBIATH M Jaxe Kak
NPUYHHHUTH Bpel Bpary. OHa ocTaHOBWIA pacKa9YMBaHHE KaM-
Ha. JIuio BuTTa cpasy ucyeano.

Tenepp Kencu, HecMOTps Ha Xap, KOTOpLIH, Ka3aJloCh,
JIETKO MOT cXed4b €€ IUIOThb, AepXala KaAMEHb Ha pacKphITOMH
nagoHM. U cKBO3b MCIBITHIBAIOLIHE MYyYHTEILHYIO 60Nb Majlb-
Bl HaNpaR/IsUIa JIyd He Ha OCHOBaHHe 6peBHa, KoTopoe Honan
MbITAJICA CJIoMaTh, @ Ha €T0 BepX, Ile OT KAKOIo-TO HEBHUIH-
MOTO IUITaMEHH MOAHHUMAJIaCh XeJITOBaTas 3JIOBOHHAS JbIMKa.

JIyd cBeTa mpoGun 3Ty ABIMKY, OyKBaJIbHO npope3an e€. U
Kencu yBuzena Ha Bepxyuike 6peBHa daury. UMeHHO K Heil
ycrpemmiics Jiyd. Ha GoKy 4alld MosSiBUWIOCH CBETJIOE ISTHO,
OHO CTaHOBWIOCH BCE Ap4e H 6oipine. [ToToM 4TO-TO ynaso Ha
MoJI, CTEHKY Yallli Npope3ajla TpeliMHa. B 310 oTBepcTHe
Kencu M Hanpaswia nyd. Ho 3Toro GpUI0 HeZOCTaTOYHO.
OTKyaa-To oHa 3To 3HaJIa, XOTA JeBYlIKa He 06/1anaa HyXHbI-
MH 3HAaHHMSIMH, CJIMIIIKOM MaJIO I KOJIIYHBY € GbUIO H3BECTHO.

He noropauymBas ronoBbl, OHa cKa3aja:

— Haii MHe cBoif BoJieOHbIi MeTawt. [Ipmnoxu K MoeMy
3aIsICTHIO.

Bc€ paBHO YTO NOMPOCH/Ia IPHXATh K PyKe FOpSILIYIO BETBb.
KeJicH 3aKycHJIa HIEKHIOIO FyOy, cliepXuBast KpHK. OHa 1OIX-
Ha 3a0bLITh TeNECHYIO 60JIb, €OCPEXOTOYUTHCS TOJIBKO Ha TOM,
YTO CAENIAHO H €€ JO/DKHO OBbITh CleIaHo.

Honocka romy6oro MeTajuia BIMBaJia € B pYKH, iepXaBlUINe
XaMeHb, JOTIOJIHUTEMLHYIO cCHIy. Bosib OHa Mor/1a BelAE pXaTh,
HO BCIBILUIKM CBETa CTAaHOBWIMCh BCE Apye M yalle, Jyd M3
KaMHS YCHJIMBAJICS.

A noroMm...

INocnpnuancs poKoT — cIHlNaja U OHA €ro Ha CaMOM JeJie
HJIH 3TO IPOCTO MOCNeAHEE CTOIKHOBEHUE cu B e€ Tene? U3
pa3buTOo# Yaly BBEpXy Ha MTHOBEHHE BBIpBAJICH JIyY, IPKUH,
KakK BCIbILIKA MOJIHMH B HeOe, TAKOM JaJIEKOM OT HHMX TeTepb.
JpIMKa TOOMMTHIBAJIACh 3THM JIydOM, OHa ObUIa yXe He
X€ENToM, He ronyboit, a apko-6enoii, n y Kesicu Tak 3abonenu
I71a3a, YTO OHA BEIHYXIeHa ObUla 3aKpbITh MX. YTO-TO Yaapuio
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eé B IUIeYo, TIOTOM KaKoH-TO mpeaMeT 3amen Oeapo. OHa
ycablana KpuK MoHaHa. Pyka B MeTaJurueckoii mepyarke
CWIBbHO cXaJia e€ TAIMIO M OTTalwiIa Ha3an. E€ pyku aporuynu
M ONYCTWIHUChH, HO KaME€Hb OHa HE BBIIYCTWIA, NPOAOTKas
JIepXaTh ero 3a lelb.

Han ronosaMH y HHX 3aMeNbKajId IOJIOCHI CBETa, OHU
CIUIETTHCH BOKPYT OpEBEH, U3 KOTOPBIX ObUTH CAI€JIaHbI CTEHBI
MX KJIeTKU. Bp€BHa HavyaJiu ropeTs, ropeTh € TPECKOM, CJIOBHO
B OTKpbITOM orHe. ZKap o6pyuunicst Ha XBOMX, NPIDKAaBLIMXCS
IpYT K OpPYTYy B cepedMHe OorHeHHoro kpyra. CKBo3b TpecK
nnaMeHu Kesicu ycnslinana rojioc, poM3HOCSALIHI FopTaHHOE
3aKIMHaHMe, HO HUYero He BHea, TOTOMY YTO 3aKphUia IJ1a3a
pykoii. OHa paxe He 3Hajla, MpPeKpaTWI JIM KaMEHb CBOE
OclieHOEe BpallleHHe.

Tpeck ctan rpomue, a 3noBoHMe ciuibHee. Kescu asnnana
C TPYAOM H YyBCTBOBaJIa, KAK TSLKEJIO B3 bIMAeTCsA PSOOM I'Pyab
Monana. OHH ObIIATM B KPYTY CIUIOIIHOTO IUIaMEHH.

Ho ropsuiue 0610MK1 nagaior Hapyxy, nogyMaia AeByll-
Ka, a Xap, UCXOQUBLIHI OT OCTaTKOB GpPEBEH, YHOCUT BBEPX
Bo3nyX. Orous McmneHHo cmagan. HakoHen Kesncu cMmorna
OTKPBITH I71a3a U omisiaeThed. OcTaTKM GpEBEH ellE TIeau. A
CHapy>Xu A€Prajich U METAJIUCh KOPHH, KOTOPLIC MPUTALLIWIH
Ux cioga. BpeMs or BpeMEHM YTO-TO BCIIRIXHUBAJIO, H B 3TOM
cBete Kescu nokasanoch, 4YT0 OHa BUAUT KAKHUX-TO CYLLIECTB,
TIOXOXHX Ha CITyTaHHble KIyOKU KOpHeil. MoXeT ObITh, X035~
€Ba KJIeTKH CPOYHO TOTOBAT U1 IUICHHUKOB HOBYIO, Gonee
NpoyHyI0?

Psinom nowesemwicss MoHaH — MeIJIeHHO, CJIOBHO TOCTIe
IONTOro NHS IMyTH. A OHA TaK ycTaja, YTo BooOlle He Moria
neurathcs. MoHaH nomowén K cTeHe KIeTKH, Tie 6GpeBHO
Cropesio 1O CaMOTO OCHOBAaHMS, ¥ MEYOM BBIPYOHJI OCTaTKH
JepeBa, KoTophle ell€ BULHEIUCh HaJ MoBepXHOCThIO. IToToM
MpOTAHYN PyKy K Kencu.

— Iouwmn!
— Pa3sBe Thl He MOHKMaellb, YTO OHH TOJILKO M XIYT 3TOro?
OHU XAyT Hac TaM, — OTBeTWIa neBywika. OHa o4YeHb
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COMHeBaJlach, YTO CMOXET HMATH — pa3Be YTO TOJ3TH Ha
yeTBepeHbKaxX. TaKk OHa CTaHeT JIETKoH noObIYel M1 oXuaa-
JOLIMX 3a KJIETKOH.

OH nByMs ObICTPBIMH 1IaraMM BEpHYJIcS K Heli, B35U1 33 pYKU
M NOCTaBWI Ha HOTH.

— OHH noka B 3aMeLIaTeNbCTBE, — CKa3aJl OH M HaNoJIOBU-
HY NOBEJI, HANOJIOBUHY noTaui KescH K BbIXOAY M3 KIETKU.
— A X0351MHa, KOTOpOMY OHHM CJIyXaT, ceiiyac 34ech HET.

Kencu He moHHMaia, OTKyAa OH 3To 3HaeT. Ho ciauinkoM
ycTana, 4YTo6hl CIOPUTD; OCTABIIHMECS CHIBI HE CTOWIO TPAaTUTh
Ha IMyCThIE CNIOPbI, HyHO OBUIO TOTOBUTHCS BCTPETUTD TO, YTO
XAET X cHapyxu. OHa o4eHb COMHEBAaJach, YTO, BLIHASA U3
KJIETKM, OHH OKaXyTcs Ha cBoboze.

OHH NPOTHCHYIHCH B Y3KYIO LIeJb, NPOACIaHHYI0 MEYOM
MonaHa. B TycKIoM cBeTe OT JoropaslIero yactoxkona Kencu
yBHIENA, YTO AEHCTBUTEIBHO MO IOy NOJ3YT KOPHH, IPUGIH-
Xasich K HUM.

MoHaH cmenan pe3kmii BINaj BIEBO M, MCIONB3ys He
OCTpHe Meya, a pyKOSITh, yAapWi €10 o 6vpkaiillieMy KOPHIO.
Tot cMopuwics u oTckouw1. B ToM MecTe, Iie ero KocHynach
PYKOSITh, NMOSIBIJICS CBETJIbIN 0BaJl. CBET GBICTPO pacmpocTpa-
HSUICSL BOOJIb BCET'O KOPHS.

M 1yt Kencu yenbinana ynapsl. PUTMHYHBIE, TIOXOXHE Ha
GapabaHHbIi 60if. U ewl€ 3ByKH neHus.

KopeHs, oxBaueHHBII CB€4EHHEM, OTCTYIIWI, HO NOSIBIICS
IpYTOH; €ro cJOBHO OpPOCHIM M3 KAKOIO-TO YKPHITHSA, H OH
3Me€ii OLICTPO MOJI3 K HUM IT0 NOJTY, TOTOBBIH COMTHL HX C HOT.
Kencu B3MaxHyna Lemnbio, Ha KOTOpO#l BHCENl KaMeHb, TeNephb
noyTH noracuinit. 1 KopeHs OTCKOYMIL.

JeBymxka nombiTajach COPeNOTOYHTHCS Ha KaMHe, Kak
Ienajna 3T0 B KJIE€TKe, HO He CMOIVIa BBI3BaTb Ty Xe CHIY.
KameHp TONbKO pa3 wiM aBa cnabo BecmeixHyl. Ho u aToro
0Ka3aJIoCh NOCTaTOYHO, YTOOLI KODHH GoJble He nmpubIIKa-
muce. Kencu monymana, sHaer mu Monan, kyna matn. Eit
Ka3anoch, YTO OH HaMpaBsieTcd NpPsSMO B TEMHOTY. A OH
CJIOBHO TNPOYEN €€ OKYyTAHHbIE YCTAIOCTHIO MBICIIH.
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— Bnepenu Beixoa. HonpoO6yii Bo3ayX... — 1 Bc1aGoM cBeTe
KaMHf H DYKOSTU OHa YBHIENa, KAK OH BBICYHYJI KOHYMK
fA3bIKa, KaK OyATO Ha caMoM Jejic NpoGoBafi 3J0BOHHYIO
atMocdepy. [leBylka nocnenosana ero IpuMepy.

TaM geHCcTBUTENbHO YTO-TO €cTh! CIIOBHO €ii NpelIoXITH
Yalmy BOARI B LEHTpE IUIAaMEHHU M YXaCHBIX HCIIapeHHii 3Toro
MpayHorQ Mecta. JleBylTKa BHAENA, 9TO €€ CITyTHUK NMPOAOJ-
XaeT NMpoGoBaTh. BO3AYX A3bIKOM. K Helt oTyacTH BepHYIHCh
CHIhI, H OHa CMOIJIA MATH CAMOCTOSTENBLHO.

YcroituuBerii 6ot gan€knx 6apabaHOB M CBUCTSAIIUHA ITyM
3aNOIHWIH Bc€ 3T0 MecTo, M Kejicu mokasaioch, YTO OHa
Tenepb CILILUNT Irojioca, IoOAHUMAIoLIHecs] ¥ OITycKaloluecs B
neHud. OHa Jaxe oIpedeWIia HalpaBIeHHE, OTKYAa 3TH
rojjoca MCXOOWIH, — clpaBa oT Hux. KopHH mpoaoyDkanu
TOJI3TH 32 HUMH, BpeMs OT BpeMEeHH OAMH WIH 1Ba MBITATHCh
CHOBa CXBAaTHTb CBOMX NpeXHMX IeHHuKoB. Ho Momany
JOCTAaTOYHO OBUIO IMOKA3aTh UM PYKOSTH C MOJIOCKOI MeTaJuia,
M Te OTCTYTIAJIH.

Yepe3 HekoTOpoe BpeMsi KeyicH MmogyBcTBOBajia, KaK Ka-
MeHHas JOopora y HAX NOJA HOraMM ITOAHHUMAeTcCH, BIIEPERH
NnokKasasncsa Kakoil-To GuenHuni ceer. [ToroM HacTynunaa He-
OXHIaHHas TULIMHA. Bapa6aHbl U roJoca CMOJKIH, AAXeE
CBHCT KOpHeil yrnx. [leBylika CHOBa Nonpo6oBajia A3bIKOM
BO3IYX...

CpexecTb No-NpexXHeMy OlIylanach, HO OXHOBPEMEHHHO
HO3IpH YJIOBIUIH 3anax IPsi3H, BjIary, ellé 9ero-1o, 9To OHa He
MorJia Ha3BaTb. Briepeau BiosIHe MOT ObITh BBIXOM, KAK CYMTAET
HMoHan, Ho TaM Xe MX XNET M ONacHOCTS.

Kesicu B3si1a B pyKy CBHCaBLIMi Ha LIETTH KAMEHb M IIpIDKaia
Ko 116y. OHa He MoIJIa OOBSICHUTD, IIoYeMy CAe1aNa 3TO: IPOCTO
TaK Ka3a10Cch NpaBWIbHLIM.

M xoTph masa e€ OLLTH YCTpeMIeHBl BO ThbMY BIIEpElM,
MBICJICHHO OHa YBHIEJA APYTYIO KapTHHY. IUIOTHYIO TOJIMY
YPOLIMBRIX CYIIECTB, KOTOPLIX OHAa MEJILKOM BHAENA B TeLle-
pe, OCBEIIEHHBIX OTHEM ropsiiel KieTkd. Bnepenu crosnu
Tpoe, OHM OMJIM KyJlaKaMK B 6apa6aHbl, KOTOpHIE 3aXKUMaH
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MeX KoneH. M oum nesm, ockanuBasi IOTHEBIE KIBEIKOB Ye/Tioc-
™. Her, He nenn — 3Bami. Koro? Kencu ormarHyaacs ot
3TOro 3HaHHs, HO He OTITYCTWIA KaMeHb OTo JIba.

KpacHo-X€nThIii TYMaH 3aKTyOWIcs Bnepeau, BTATHUBAACH
BO YTO-TO, M IIpeBpaTWICs1 B HedTo MarepmanbHoe. Keiacu
OXHiala YBUAETH JHULO WM Xe ¢uTypy, HO yBHAEHA 3HaK,
COCTOALIMIA U3 TOYEK M IMHNH, PUCYHOK, KOTOPBIH NNoYeMy-TO
TofieiicTBOBaJl Ha €€ CO3HaHMe, M OH IpeABelaN OoJbITyI0
OIACHOCTh, YeM TopsInasg KieTKa. JleBylIka BBIMyCTHIA Ka-
MeHb, HO Nepell 3TMM YcIela NMoYyBCTBOBaTh, YTO TOT, KTO
caoenan 3TOT PHUCYHOK, 3HaeT O Hel, YTO OHHM BOBCE He
ocBOOOAWINCH elli€ U3 PyK ero cayr — ¢acoB, a MOXET, H
ropasio 6ojiee MOIy4HMX COIO3HMKOB THMBI.

Honan nponosxan uaty Brepén, u Kesncu yBuaena, 9ro Bcé
€ro BHUMaHHe YCTpeMJIEHO K METAJLUTY Ha PYKOSITH, KakK Oynro
TOT CJIYXWI €My pa3BeAIMKOM M 9acoBbIM. PaBeH 1 MeTauty
e€ xaMeHb?..

KaMeHs BCIILIXHYJI, ¥ BCIBILIKA 3acTaBWIa JEBYIIKY CHOBa
pa3xatb nmansubl. KamMens nosuc Ha nenu. Ha 3toTr pa3 He
KOPHH IIOKa3zanuch M3 ThbMBI. CBET KaMHs OTpaswics OT
MHOXECTBA Map KPacHLIX To4YeK Ha YPOBHe MoJa... ria3a’..

— Pactn, — Hapymwmn Momdanne MoHaH.

Ilenas peka KpacHBIX IVla3 pa3iWwiach Ha yYpOBHe Ioja,
OIHAKO 3TOT HOTOK He IHTAJCA NOIIOTHTh UX, KaK BHadaje
ucnyranaces Kencu. Kaszamoch, HOBhle OOMTAaTE/IH TEMHOTHI
caMM omnacaloTcsi MX, nogo6Ho dacam. Ho oHH, XoTd H He
npubmXasgch, TOJIMWIKCH BIIEpEAH, OTpe3as JOPOTY K BRIXOAY
BO BHelHM# Mup. JleBylika MaxHyJIa LIEIbIO Ha BCIO JUIMHY H
YBHIENA, 9T0 LeIb I71a3 APOrHYJIa Nepel Heil.

IMocmminanca pe3kHii XHMXHKAIOUIMA KPHK, OH IEepeKphUl
1wyM 6apabaHoB. IToToK pacTH paccTymmwics, OCTAaBHB IPOXOA,
10 KOTOpPOMY ABMHYJIOCH CYIIECTBO, Oo/ee BHICOXO€ M CHIb-
Hoe, YyeM ¢achl, M ropasfio Gonee 3706HOE, KaK onpeaemia
Kencu no MrHoBeHHO BO3HMKIIEMY OTBpPALUCHHIO.

Tor Xxe XenToBaTwIi CBET, YTO MCXOQWI OT BepXylIeK
9acTOKOJIa, 3aropeJicsl CHOBA; Ha 3TOT pa3 ero HCIyCKaJl KOHel]
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CTepXHS, KOTOpblif Heclo cyulecTBo. B 3ToM cBete Kesncu
yBuzena ¢urypy poctoM ¢ HonaHa, Ho 6e3 Kolb4yTH, Boo6lue
6e3 oaexXabl, MOKPHITYIO LIEPCTHIO.

CyillecTBO He 1IUI0, a NPHIrajo, CJI0BHO MCIIOHSUIO KAKOli-
To HeBelIOMbIi pUTyal. KpHBbIe BoJIocaThle HOTM 3aKaHYMBATICH
KOIbITaMH, PAacKOJOTHIMU Ha IOJIOBHHY AJIMHBI, KOTOPBIMHU
CYLIECTBO HEOpeXHO IMHHAJIO PpacTH, OTOpachiBas MX, BU3Xa-
IIHUX, B CTOPOHBI.

Cyl1ecTBO COTHYJIO CIIMHY, IOTOMY YTO H3-3a CBOETO pocTa
M LIMPHHEI He MoIJIo HATH npamo. HenpucTtoiiHo, Apoxa, KaKk
MCIyTaHHBIHN 3Bepb, CBUCAJI M pacKayMBaJICSI OTPOMHBIN XH-
BOT.

A HaJl COTHYTBIM T€JIOM C BCITydeHHBIM OpIOXOM TNoKa3anach
TOJIOBa, TaKasi HEBEPOSITHasA, CJIOBHO JBa Pa3IMYHbIX CO3NaH M
KaKUM-TO CBATOTATCTBEHHLIM 3aKIMHaHUEM CIIWIHCh BOEIH-
Ho. ['onopa 6pU1a He MyXCKas M He XeHCKasl, HO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
TpeKpacHasi, ¢ 3aCThHIBLIMMM YepTaMH MacKd WM ctatym. U
BOJIOCBI — He XECTKasd LIepcTh, KaK IO BCEMy Teiay, a
LIEJIKOBUCTBIN, APKO-PLIKMI NMOTOK TOHYAMLIUX HUTEH.

Ho caMbIM cTpaHHBIM KeJicH moKasanoch, YTO XOTH IMla3a
CylecTBa ObUIH 3aKPLIThI, LIUIO OHO HE KaK cJIeToe, a CI0BHO
MOBHHYACH KAKUM-TO IIpaBWiIaM, HE MMEIOIIUM OTHOLIEHHUS K
3pPEHHIO.

KescH NovyBCTBOBasIa JBIKEHME pANOM c co6oit. MoHan
Pa3BEpHYJICS K CYHIECTBY, OIHOBPEMEHHO IUICYOM OTCTPAHUB
IeByliKy. KaMeHb cHOBa 3acBeTwics, U Kesncu yyBcTBOBaja,
KaK OH 4epnaeT €€ CHWIbL.

— A, Tonap. Yto-To THI HBIHE pacxpabpuicsa. Uinu 3abpun
BapxyMm 3a roabl cBOEro M3rHaHus? — 3TO 3alIEBEJIMIHCH
coBeplieHHOM ¢opMbI IyObl, 3aKpBIThIE IV1a3a OoOpaTIIMCh K
cnyTHUKy Kencu.

— Tonap MEPTB, U yXe JaBHO, — MPayHO OTBETII VloHaH.
— S He noMHI0.

— CMepTHble! — cylllecTBO NIOKAaYasio N'oJIOBOH, B rojioce e€
3By4aJl YyTh JI4 He cMeX. — [ToyeMy BB TakK OoHTECh TOTO, UTO
BaM npegiaraor? Koraa Mbl BCTpe4aiuch B NocJieAHUIH pa3, Thl
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6bu1 TonapoM. M momkeH ObUT XIaTh HOBOTO POXICHMA IO
xanpu3y Benukoii Cunbl. Ho oTKa3aThed NOMHUTS, ax, Tonap,
Kakas 3To rynocts! CreHbl Bapxyma GbUIH MPOOMTHI...

— Apmusamn IInacnepa, — xpuiuio npepsan Monan. — A
ThI...

— I'masa u pot, a HHOTAA M OpyXue OoJice BEJIMKOIO, 4YeM
Bbl, CTOPOHHHKH CBeTa, MoxeTe npeanonoxurs. Ho koraa-to
51 ObUT OHOM ¢ TOGOH KpOBH.

Hactynmna TuinmHa, npekpaTwics AaXe LIOPOX pacTH.
Kencu novyyBcTBOBaa, KaK B3OPOTHY/IO TeJIO €€ CITyTHHKA,
Tenepb NMpUXKaBLIErocs K Heil.

— Bok? — 3T0 npo3By4ajo cKopee KaK BOINpPOC, YeM MM,

IIpekpacHble IyGBl CIOXIIHCh B XECTOKYIO YJIBIOKY.

— IIpeBocxogno! Buamuiub, Xoraa Xodelllb, Thl MOXELIb
BcrioMHUTS! He mbrTaiicst ckpbiThed oT namsaty, Tonap! Tel xe
3Haellb, KTO S Takoif.. Ha3oBM MeHA no HMMeHH, pa3 yX
ocMenwIcs BcmoMHHTH o [lnacnepe.

Cuosa Kencu mouyscTBoBana, kak mpoxur Mownan. Ho
MMUO BoMHa, Xorna KescH B3IIfAHyna Ha HEro, oCTaBaJoch
TaKHUM Xe€ CIIOKOMHLIM, KaK y TOro, ApYroro.

— Jlopn Paiin.

— Haxkoneu-to! Ho B Te IHM MeHS Ha3LIBAIH M APYTUMH
HMeHaMH, He Tak Jau? Ilpenarens, Uamennuk, Témuurrit! Ilo-
TBOeMYy, 1 6bUI BceM 3THM, pa3se He Tak? Ho, kak BuaMUIb,
MYZApPOCTb MOSI BO3pOCjia — U TOTAA A IOHSUT, YTO MBI cpaXa-
eMcs He Ha Toi CTopoHe — 4YTo ciia 6yayiero 3a KanpuukapoM.
U noroMmy... — durypa noxana cCorHyrbIMH IUIe4aMH, ¥ CHOBa
NErKas yapIoKa TOJILKO Ha rybax, — s OoCTajics XHTb...

— B taxkom o6nmuune! — B3opsancs Monan. )

— A myralo Te6s, Moif npexHuii Topapuin? a ecnu s
3aXoyy... — TYT H30 pTa CYyLIECTBa BbIPBAJIOCHh 06JaKo QbIMa,
OHO BC€ pociio, 3aBUBAJIOCh BOKPYT YPOLTHBOM (PHTYpEI, TOKA
He CKpBUIO €€ U3 BUAa, XoTs Kesicu 6bU1a yBepeHa, 4To OHa No-
npexHeMy 3fech. BcnbIXHy 10 XEMTO-KpacHOe IU1aMs, H JbIM
Hcye3. BMecTo BoOCaTOrO pasayToro TyJOBHMIIA CTOSUT BEJTH-
YECTBEHHBIA MyXYHHA CO CTPOITHBIM TEJIOM, KOTOPOE BITOJIHE
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COOTBETCTBOBAJIO NMPEKPACHOIi rojioBe H YepTaM auua. Tem He
MeHee Keicu mocumrana, 4yro 3to Bcé wunosus. Ho artor
yesioBeK 6BUT TaK Xe peajieH, KaK €ro npeablayilee IMory3Be-
pHHOe obmibe.

— Buauws, — qaxe rojioc ero Teneps 3ByYai no-apyroMy,
OH cTan 6osee yenoBedeH, B HEM He YyBCTBOBAJIOCH JIETKOIO
npe3peHHs, Kak paHbie. — S noucrune PaiiH...

Ho MonaH MeUIEHHO NMOKayaJi ToJIOBOI.

— Tw1 6s1 PaitHoM. KTO TBI Tenmeps Mg T€X, KTO CTOMT B
Caere?

Kencu — onsarh He oTaaBasd cebe oTYETa, MOYEMY OHA TaK
IOCTYIIAeT, — B3MaXHYJIa LIETIbIO C KaMHeM. ['o1yGoBaThlii 1yy
KOCHYJICA IIpeKpacHOro Teja. Bo3myx B3OpOTHYN, CIOBHO
pa3dbuwioch TOHKOE CTEKIO, H CHOBAa IOKAa3aJloCh ypOLJIHBOE
Teno, a VIoHaH IpoMKo cKasan:

— JlaXe HaluM I71a3a THI TeNepb HE MOXElb OKOJIIOBATh,
XeM OBl Tl HY ObUT paHblIe...

Ho BuuManue PaifHa nepeMecTWIOCh OT MYX4YMHEI, KOTO-
POro OH Ha3biBaJl CBOMM NpPEeXHHUM ToBapuiileM, K Kencu, u
BIVISII €0 CTaJl TAKMM X€ OTBPATUTEIbHEIM, KaK M TeJO.

— KonngyHbs! — BHIIOXHYJ OH, M KAIUIA CJIIOHHI yrajia Ha
3eMJII0 MeXy HUMU. — HTaK, Thl Tenepb CyXKHULIb XEeHIUIHHE,
Tonap. A Beab Koraa-To Thl MIPHHAJIEXaN TOJBKO cebe. Mano
Xe€ OHH IUIaTAT TeM, KTO HIET ¢ HUMU. OHH JIMIICHEI NOATHH-
HO# XEHCTBEHHOCTH, Y HUX OTHA TOJILKO XaXIa BJIAaCTH. A Thl,
KOJAYHBA, MOUMELIB, YTO TO, YEMY ThI ITIOCBSTUIIA XHU3Hb, He
MMeeT HMKAKO#M LieHEI. JIJaBHBIM-IaBHO DCKOpP MOCTHUT TaKUe
TallHbl M CWIBI, O KAKMX Bbl M MEUTAaTh He MOXETE.

Cwia — peBymika 9YyBCTBOBaJa, KaK OT KaMHS K HeH
yCTpeMiisieTcs TEIUTHIH NOTOK. BHavasme XaMeHb MHUTAICT €€
CWIOH, Teneps OH Bo3Bpaluan goiar. OHa MeIJIEeHHO Moliuia
Briepén, o6xons MoHaHa M 4YyBCTBYS, YTO OH MIET 3a Heid.
IToToM Kencu noaHecna pyku K rpyAaH M 3aXajia B HUX KAMEHb,
BHavajle HEyKTIoXe, IOTOM MCKYCHel, KaKk OyATO KaKUM-TO
obpa3oM y3Hajla, YTO M KaK HYXHO caenaTb. CocpeqoTOYUB
BCIO CBOIO BOJIO Ha KaMHE, OHa CHOBAa MOBEPHYJa NOTOK,
OTHAAaBas Ha3al To, 49TO MOJIyJWwIa.
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BHayane oHa CMYTHO CAbllIaJa LIOPOX PacTd, HO NMOTOM
yOpasna U3 cO3HaHHUS 3THX CYLIECTB, KMIIALU{HX Yy HOT XO35HHa,
M3rHaa 3ByKu 6apabaHoB ¢acoB. M MOJIHOCTHIO cOCpeAOTOUH -
Jlach Ha KaMHe, pafysch €ro SipKoMy CB€4EHHUIO, HECMOTpA Ha
CBOIO c/1aboCTh.

Tot, kTo Ha3nIBaji cebsa PaliHoM, HECMOTpA Ha Bce FPOMKUeE
cJIoBa, OTCTyNaa Luar 3a waroM. Ero mpexpacHoe JHLIO Bc€
6oJibliie ¥ 60JIblIE HCKAXAJIOCh, OH €111€ OOJblUE COTHYJI IVIEYH
M Temnepsh, IPONOIKAs OTCTYNaThb, CKOBAHHO, 3aIIHHASACH, Ie-
pecTaB/IsUl KOMLITA.

OH u3nan xpuk, ¥ Kesicu nogyscrBoBasa ABIKeHHE B Macce
PACTH, HO OT JTy4a He OTpbIBasIach. IOHaH pa3MaXuBaJ MEUOM,
pacuMilas NMpoCcTPaHCTBO Iepel Helo. PaiiH cHoBa KpHMKHYI,
rpomue M TpeGoBaTeNbHEE,

M3 TeMHOTBI NIOKA3aJIUCh XUBble KOPHU $acoB — HO Kak
TOJIBKO JIy4 KacaJjics] MX, OHH MODIIWINCH M HCYE3ATH.

— Tax 3TO Bc€, YTO THI MOXEILUb CAEJATD, JJOPA? — XPHIUIO,
Ho criokojtHo cripocwn MonaH. — Thl, HeKoraa KOMaHIOBaB-
it Boiickom? TBoM mapasuTh! ropasno ciabee.

PaiiH HaKJIOHWI IrOJIOBY, M M3 €TI0 ropJia BLIPBAJICA PEB, KaK
y orpomHoii koiuku. KameH» B pyke Kejcm apornyn, u
BIIEPBbLIC €0 JIyd MHUTHYII.

9

B Bo31YXE YTO-TO MEJILKHYJIO, CTYCTWINCh TeHH. Ho Kkakoe-
TO nobyxnexHue B Kencu Beseno eit nponomxaTs UATH Briepén,
M OHa He OTphIBaJIa B3IJIAAA OT YeJIOBEKa-3Bepd nepen coboid.
Ka3zanocs, OH CHOBa ¥ CHOBA MBITAICA BCTPETHTD JIy4 KAMHS,
HO He MOT laXe CMOTPeTb Ha Hero. OH MOTHSUI PYKH U 3aKPbUI
MMM JIMLO, TaK HH pa3y U HE NMOAHSAB PECHHUIl. A M3 HCKa-
XEHHOTO pTa JOHOCHJHCH pe3KHe 3BYKH, TaKHe Xe
OTBPATUTENBHBIC, KAK H KOIIIMApHOE TEJIO.

Bosnyx cryctincs B burypsi-TeHH, 4esoBeKomono6Hble, HO
Kencu Buaena MX TOJMBKO KpaeM 3peHHHA, MOTOMY 49TO He
OTpbIBasIa B3MIsAA OT PaitHa. OH Hayan MeHsThes, a MoHaH Bcé
3TO BpeMsl MPOM3HOCWI OAHY M Ty Xe ¢dpa3sy.
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PaifH nmogHsA1 OXHY pYKY, CJIOBHO NpPH3bIBas BOMHOB B
6urBy. Kencu ycnpniana rpoMkKue KpUKM pactH. Ha Hux
HaKaTWIach BOJIHA MaJICHBKHMX TeJl, HO B CBET€ KAMHSA OHHU TYT
Xe ChEXMBAJIUCH U NTPEBpAllaJICh B TEMHEIE IIATHA, KOTOpHIE
HMCYE3TH B OTHE.

CHoBga PaiiH 3anpoKHHYJI rojIoBy ¥ BHIKDUKHYJI — Ha 3TOT
pPa3 He PUTYaIbHBII NPHU3LIB, 2, KaK Moka3anock Kemcu, ums.
OH 3Baji Ha MOMOIIb, NMPH3LIBAJ IOCJEAHUI pe3epB.

TeHn ewi€ 6oJbllie CTYCTWINCh, BCTRIH Ha IMOJY IElHEpHI.
OT0 6BUTH BOHHBI, BOOPYXEHHEIE, TOTOBbIE K OUTBE, Y KAXIOTI0
B PYKe OpyXHe; OHH LlIarajii, He oGpaiinas BHHMaHUA Ha pacTH,
TONTAIH U pa3dpachIBaIM MX.

Mory4yuit B3Max Tomopa, HaleJIeHHOTO €if B rojioBy. Y
JAEBYLIKHM He ObUIO BpeMEHH YKIOHHUTLCS WIM HarHyTh TOJIOBY.
Ho ne3Bue oTckoumwio, He 3aeB e€. CripaBa NocbIIaICs JIA3T
MeTawia. Bro VionaH HaKoHel HalEN YTO-TO NPOYHOE, I0
YeMy MOXHO yAapHuTh. Ilo-npexHeMy Noi BAMSHHEM KAMHSA
(ei1 ka3asnoCk, TO TeNephb He KAMEHD CIIYXHT €if, a €€ IIpeBpaTHI
B cBolo cimyry), Kesncu uuia Bnepén, a PaifH 1ar 3a maromM
HEBOJIbHO OTCTYNaJI.

H 1yT...

OH HcYe3 MTHOBEHHO, CJIOBHO BCITBILIKA MOJTHMH. U ¢ HUM
MCYE3JIH BCE €ro TeHeBble BOMHBI. OCTaBAINCH TOJILKO PACTH,
a H3-33 HUX AOHOCHINCH 3ByKH 6apabaHoB ¢acos. Ho Kencu
3HaJIa, KaK OYATO KTO-TO IPOMKO OOBSABWI el 00 3TOM, 4TO
HanaJjeHHe Ha HUX 3aKOHYWIOCh M IYTh K BbIXOAY OTKPHIT —
ceiiyac. B 10, yro PaiiH wiu Te, KOMy OH NOOYHHSAETCS, OT HHX
OTCTYIIWINCh HaBcerma, OHa He Bepwia. Tenepb eif Gosblue
BCEro XOTEJIOCh CBEXEro BO3QyXa, BCTAaTh INOA OTKPLITHIM
He6oM, NpH CBeTe AHSA WIH JIYHBI, YWTH U3 3TOi HOpHI. [Tocie
Hcye3HOBeHHUA PaifHa oHa onATh OLIYTIIA CWILHYIO YCTAJIOCTD
M uua ¢ 6onpuM TpyaoM. M TyT Xe nmoyyBcTBOBaja, 4YTO €€
NoAAepXHMBAET Kpenkasd pyka: MoHaH nomoran eif uMaTH,
npojoXasi OTMaxXMBaTbCd MEYOM OT PacTH.

Y BOT OHM OKa3auch Nepe] OCHINbIO 3 KaMHEeH M 3eMIIH,
a CBepXy B OTBepCTHE NpoOHBaJICs coTHEeYHBIH Jiyd. KaMeHb B
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PYKe IeBYLIKH NOTYCKHEJI, OHa HajieJia 1ieNb Ha lLielo M Hajasa
KapabKaTbCsl MO OCHIMAIOLIEecS 3eMile, cTapasch IOcKopee
BLIOpAaTBLCS U3 3TOIO MECTa INOJ3y4yero crpaxa U HeoOBIYHBIX
BCTpeY.

Eit noMor Bri6pathcs Monan. [ToToM oHM Buemwinch ApYT
B Opyra, KaKk Oyaro GosUTHCh, pa3beAMHUBIUHCH, yNacTh OT
cnaboct. MyxuynuHa cCHOBa ABMHYJICA BIIEpEX, Tala 3a coboit
JeBYLIKY, B 00Xxox ABYX OOJbIIMX KaMHE#H, MOpOCLINX OTBpa-
TUTEJIBHBIMH OpPaHXeBO-XEITHIMH IpHOaMH.

HaxoHe1-To oHH BrI6panucs! [lepen HUMM BcTanm 3apociu
KYCTOB, Yepe3 HUX IIPOTEKAJ pydeid, TAKOH YHUCThHIN, YTO Ha €To
OHe ObUIH XOpolIO BHAHBI JaXe MeJIKHe KaMymku. Kemcu
TOPOIUIMBO OCBOGOAWIACH OT MNMOAACPXKH, HAaKIOHWIACh K
BOJE M TPHKIbI MOTPYy3Wia B He€ JIULIO, YTOObI CMBITh OCTaTKHU
MOJ3€MHOTO 3araxa U nbutH. OHa yBUeNa, uto MoHaH psanoM
TOAHOCHT BOAY B TOPCTH K ry0aM, No-IpeXxHeMy aepXa IpyTryio
PYKY Ha pYKOSATH OOHAXEHHOro Medva, JIeXaBLIEro MeXIy
HHMH; OH HaCTOPOXEHHO, KaK 4YacoBOif, GecrpecTaHHO OC-
MaTPHBAI OKPYXalOLIyl0 MECTHOCTbD.

OcBexuBUINCL 1 HEMHOro npuas B ce6s, Kemcu orsny-
nack. Bxon B mon3eMHBIf MHUpP pacliosiaraicsi cpefd IpyIbl
kaMHe#l. OHa BCITIOMHWIA TaKHe XK€ PYMHBI Ha LIOTVIAHACKOM
Haropre. MoxeT, OHM NpOLLUIX Yepe3 ApyTHe BpaTa?

— I'me MbI? — MOTY1IENOTOM CHPOCHIIA OHA; Ha APYToe He
XBaTasio rojioca.

OHa yBHAaena MOPLIMHY MeX 6poseit Wonana. Tot BcTan,
MeZIeHHO NoBepHYyJicsa Ha MecTe. [ToToM IO HsUT Med M yKas3an
Hanpaso.

— 3710 ropa Xonser. Tam ceBep. MH 3aLUTH Aanblie, 9eM
3axoaaT narpynu JonuHsl. TeHb JIEXUT K ceBEpy H BOCTOKY.

Kencu cuaena, pasmiangeiBas ero. Jlo Havana myTH oH el
Kasajicsl BCEro JIMIIL ONHHMM M3 4acoBHIX Jommuul. OH ObL1
Monoxe Cumona TperapTa u cTpoiinee. Ho Kencu He comue-
BaJjlach, YTO OH He MeHee HCKYCEH H ONBITEH B UTpPe OpyXus
M 3aroBOPOB, KaK M TOT, KOI'O OHa BCTpeTWIa NEPBHIM, —
npuueaui U3 e€ cobcTpeHHoro Mupa. Teneps, nocie Toro
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KaK OHH BBIIEPXAJIH CTOJKHOBEHHE C YXAcaMH IOI3eMEJbA,
Kencu 3amymanach Hag mpouurbiM Monana. Ceifdac oH 1o
KpaiiHeil Mepe B OTHOM YyOeAW! €€: OHH He TNpOLLIM dYepe3
Apyrue BpaTa, He BEPHYIHCh K yNaBUIUM KAMHSM.

— OH Te64 3HaJl... — HEOXUAAHHO Hadyajla OHa, HAaMepeH-
Hasl TIOHATb CMBICJI CJIOB, KOTQDEIMM OHH OOMEHSUIHUCh BHH3Y.
K yaIuBIeHMIO AEBYLIKH, €€ CIyTHUK NOKAadaJl ToJIOBOM.

— On 3Han Tonapa, — MoHaH cxan ry6el M BBICTABII
noa6boponokK Brepél, CJIOBHO CHOBA CTOSUI TIepel] BparoM. — A
s He Tonap...

— Toraa nouemy?...

OH BnepBble NpepBaJl OCMOTP MECTHOCTH M obpaTwics
HEeNIOCPEICTBEHHO K Heil.

— Iloxoxe, 4enoBeK MOXET POAUTLCS CHOBA, MOCJEe TOrO
KaK NpOMIEN Yepe3 NociegHHE BpaTa. Y MeHs €CThb JOKA3aTeNlb-
CTBa, YTO KOrja-To, AaBHHM-JaBHO, s 6pu1 Tosnapowm,

- 6opoBuMcs co TeMoi — U npourpaBumM. Ecim 310 12K, TO
HOBas XW3Hb JAa€T BO3MOXHOCTb CPOBHSTh CYET M CTaTh
ApyruM venoBekoM. KiaHych MMeHeM, OaHHBIM MHeE IIpH
poxXneHuH, 1 — MloHaH, a He TOT, KTO NOTepIIe] IOPaXeHHE...

— Ho Tb1 Xe noMHHU1ID... — KeJICH He cMena OTpHLIaTh, YTO
TaKoe BO3MOXHO B 3TOM MMpe. — THI HasBaJ 3TOro... 3TO
CYLIECTBO 110 UMEHH.

— IloMH0O... MHOTOA, — COMJIaCWICA IOHOLIA M TYT Xe
CMEHMWI TeMy, OBICTPO 3aJaB BOMNpPOC:

— Tui MoXelub UATH, Jeau? MbI eln€ CIUIIKOM OTH3KOo K
HHM, — OH TIOMOT €ii BCTaTb, iIepXa B OMHOM pyKe Med, H CHOBa
noa6opoAKOM yKa3all Ha IyTaHMIy KaMHel, depe3 KOTOpYIO
OHH BBIOPAJIHCE.

— la! — ¥ oHa cpa3y BCIOMHWIA HE OTHAIEHHBIE BpEMEHa,
a pactH M ¢acoB. Tor, K10 Ha3wpBan cebs PaifHoM, Hcde3
BMECTE CO CBOEH TeHeBOM apMMeill, HO cyllecTBa, KOTOphle
OCTaJIUCh, NTO-CBOEMY HEe MeHee omacHbl. Ho cMoxeT it oHa
unru? KameHs Tak uctommn cwisl Kescu, 9ro oHa coMHeBa-
J1ach, CyMeeT JIM JOWTH XOTA Onl no Omrxaiiuied poinM B
HYXHOM HaIlpaBJIeHHH.
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Ho oHa goiuwia, TOIbKO BpeMst OT BpEMEHH OIMHpasCh Ha
npoTaHyTyIo pyKy Monana. Bona u3 pyuss ciierka nonoapmwia
AEBYIIKY, HO Telepb OHAa YYBCTBOBaJa CHWIbHBII rojoi, B
BHMCKaX OoTAaBaiachk 60yb, cioBHO KescH BhINMosHsNA 3anady,
TIPEBOCXOASIIYIO €€ CHIBL.

— Kyna Mb1 unéM? — cnpocuwia oHa. — MHe Kaxertcd, 5
JOJITO He BBIIEPXY.

OH no-npexHeMy OOHaX€HHBIM MEYOM YyKasal Ha He-
CKOJIBKO HEOONbUIMX pacTeHUH MO JepeBbAMU, K KOTOPBIM
BEN €€.

— O10 Mnbeiin. J[1060if OXOTHHK M3 TEMHBIX CIJ CTOPO-
HUTc ero. Mul MoXeM nepexaTh HOA €ro 3al0UToi... — OH
cMoJIK, ¥ Kescu cnpocuna pesue:

— Yero xgats? MbI noiinémM Ha3aq K TBoei JlonnHe, ¥ ropa
OyneT HallMM OPHEHTHPOM?

— Thl cMoXelb noiTu?

OH OTBeTWI BOIIPOCOM Ha BOINPOC, H JeBYLIKa BCIOMHWIA
NIpUHYXIeHHE, KOTOPOe 3aCTABWIO €€ HayaTh 3TOT IyTh IO
HEM3BECTHOM CTpaHe, NOJIHOM onacHocTeil. OHa MoBEpHYJIAach
NMIIOM K Janékod rope. Ha 3amame cagwioch COIHIE, HO
Kencu He xortenock nobHparbed 40 yoeXula B TEMHOTE.

OHa caenajna oAWH 1Aar, JPYTOH M cpa3y IMOYYBCTBOBaja

_ABUXEHHME KaMHsl, KOTOpbIi Hayg/l pacKauMBaThCcs Ha LENH
cJieBa HanpaBo Ha e€ rpyau. JleBylIKy He IIOKHHYJIO IPUHYX-
HeHHe HMATH Jaibllle, OHAa HE MoNjia BepHYTbcA Ha3al, K
6e301acHOCTH, BRIHYXaeMasi HATH B IIPOTHBOIIOJIOXHOM Ha-
NpaBjIeHHH.

Kencu nonsiTanack B3STh LENb B pPyKH, COPBaTh €€, OTOpo-
cuTb oT ce6s. Ho pyka npoxana ¥ He MOIJIa yXBaTHTb LeTb. Ta,
CJIOBHO HaMa3aHHasl XMPOM, BRICKAJIb3BIBAJIa M3 KyJlaKa.

— Tak Th MOXelllb BepHYThcsA? — VMoHaH ocTaHOBHICS Ha
Kpalo polllH, K KoTopoif npusén e€. OH crosan 3a Kejncn Ha
PaCCTOSTHUM BLITIHYTOTO Meda. ToJIbKO 3TO IIPOCTPaHETBO OHA
CMOIJI2 BBIUTPaTh Y NPHHYXOCHUSA.

— Het! — Kencu cHoBa mombITAlach OCBOGOAHTBCH OT
LIeTH, KAMEHb CTAHOBMWJICS BCE ropsiee, OHA OLOyHiaa €ro
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TEIUIO CKBO3b ofieXay. Teneps 3To ObUI Kapalollui Xap, He
3HAIOLOUH MWIOCEpIHUs.

— He Mory! OH He OTITycKaeT MeHs! — eBylIKa OLIyTHIA
THEB MPOTHB KaMHs, NPOTHB VoHaHa, NMPOTHB BCETo 3TOTO
MMpa, 3aMaHUBIIETO €€ B JIOBYLIKY.

— Torna Bocnosis3yeMcsl yoeXHuleM, KaKoe eCTh, — HeTep-
IIEJIMBO OTBETWI IOHBIH BOMH, H OHa o6epHynach, roToBas K
pe3kuM cioBaM. Ho OH yXe nNoBepHYJICS K Hell CITMHOM U 1€
K TEM PacCTEHHAM, KOTOpbIe Ha3BaJl CAaMbIM MOLIIHLIM OpYXHEM
npotuB Temel. OHa BHuAena B JloJMHE CyXHe JIMCTbS M CTeOIH
wibeifHa, ¥MX THIATEIbHO coOHpa/M M Geper LeIUTENH.

Teneps 5T yucTba pBan VloHaH. OH HaGHpas NOJIHYIO PYKY
JINCTBEB U Nepepesal cTebe/b BHEITHUM KpaeM KoibdyrH. Ero
BOJIOCHI, 3aBMBAIOLIIHECS HaJ JIOOM, MIOTEMHENH OT MOTa, XOTA
OH OBUI ropasfio Jierde Io TeJIOCIOXCHHIO, YeM IPyTHE MyX-
yuHbl. Koraa ioHolma HabGpan MONHYIO OXANKY JHCThEB, OH
pacTép 9YacTb MX MEXOY JIAMOHSMM H HaT€p J100, OCTAaBUB
3eJI€HBIE CIICOBI.

He nonmnmMasi, 910 OH ZejaeT, HO HaaesACh, YTO 3TO OCIaOHUT
roJIoBHYI0 6o ¥ ycTanocTs, Kejich nocnenopana ero npuMe-
py. OcTphlfi YHCTHI 3amax pacTEPTHIX JIUCTHEB MPOSCHWI
FOJIOBY, NPOTHAJI NOCJIEAHHE OCTATKH 3JIOBOHMS NMOA3EMHOIO
MMpa, ¥ JEBylIKa TNOYYBTBOBaja cebe Kpemde, cBexee H
pelIUTeNIbHee B JOCTIDKEHHH LIEJIH.

VoHaH ocTopoxXHO COpBaJl ¢ KAKOTO-TO JIPYTOTO PACTEHHS
ABa OGONBIIMX JIHCTA, 3aBEpHYJ1 B HHUX JIMCTbS WIOciiHaA M
crnpsTal B CyMKy Ha nosce. Kejcu omsars nosropwia ero
JEHUCTBHA.

JlepeBbsi polM POC/IH HE TYCTO, XOTSA HHOTAA NPUXOAWIOCH
NEeTJIATD, YTOOH Npoiiti. Ho HakoHell IMyTHHKH BhIOpasuch Ha
OTKpHITOE NPOCTPAaHCTBO — MOJIIHY Mocpeny poiy. MoHan
CYHy/ Med4 B HOXHBI, a KeycH noxanesna o cCBOEM MelIKe,
ocTaBlueMcs rae-To B noaszeMenbsax ¢acos. ['omoq Myduwn Bcé
CIUTbHEE, a OHA He BHIeENA 3leCh AaXe Aroj, KOTopble MOIJIM
6b1 001IErIUTD ero.

— Yro MbI 6yaeM ecTs? — cnipociuia oHay Monana. B koHue
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KOHLIOB OH 60JIblile IPUBBIK 6pOANTS 1o 6e3n0poxsio. IOHOo1Ia
JOCTAJ AJIMHHBIA HOX U HanpaBWICA K OAHOMY U3 IepEBLEB;
Ha CTBOJIe iepeBa BUAHEJICA KOPHYHEBO-3€JIEHOBAThIi HAapOCT
pa3sMepoM ¢ JaloHb. VMIoHaH OCTOPOXHO cpe3al HapocT,
Pa3iesiw ero MNonojiaM M NPOTSAHYN oOHY nosnoBuHy Kencu.
Ona xonebanach, Toraa OH CKasal:

— 3710 $OrMoT, €ro MOXHO €CTh. B 3THX MecTax JIIOAM XHIH
M Ha XyauleM, — M Kak Obl noadagpuBas €€, MOIHEC CBOIO
TOJIOBHHY MAacChl KO PTY M OTKYCHJI.

Kescu GbUIa CIHIIIKOM IOJIOAHA, YTOOLI COMHEBATLCA B €10
cnoBax. Koxuila y HapocTa 6bU1a TBEpHas, HO BHYTPH OKa3a-
Jlach pacchllrdarasi MSIKOTb, KaK y crienoro sibnoka. Ilpasna,
MSKOTb 3Ta ObLIa coBceM Oe3BKYCHasl, CJIOBHO XYELIb H
moTaels MArkoe Jepeso. Ho maxe coBceM HeMHoOro €€, Toi
HeGosbIIO} TopuMH, 4TO nan eii MoHaH, BNojiHe XBaTWIO
yronuth rojon. bonbine Kejcu ecth He xoTena.

VioHaH nepBEIM NPUKOHYII CBOIO OO M GO Teneph
IO Kpalo NOJIIHBI, Ha KOTOPYIO OHH BBHILUIH. OH OIATH Haaes
lUIeM, H y Hero Obu1 BHA 4acoBoro. Keyicu ciamsHyna c ry6
nocJjiefHHUEe OCTAaTKU IHIIU H CIPOCHIA:

— MuI 3xech 3aHOTyeM?

Ona BHUMaTeIbHO Habionasa 3a ero AeCTBUSMH, M ITOTO-
My cpa3y YBHAE€NAa, YTO OH NPHIIONHAI PYKOSATh Meda H
HanpaBwi €€ B cTopoHy pouu. Kesicu nocMorpena Ha cBoii
xaMeHb. Caboe cBeYeHHE CBHIOETEJLCTBOBAJIO, YTO CWIA B
HEM XMBa, HO HE NMPOCHYJach, KaK Jejaja 3TO, KOTrga MM
yrpoXaJjia OIacHOCTb.

— BesonacHo, — cka3aJ OH, 3aBepiuas CBoi 00xo[ ApeBec-
HO# CTeHBl. — 3paech OeHCTBHTEILHO CIIOKOHHO.. — OH
TpolIE€N K LIEHTPY NOJIAHBI M TPOBEN PYKOSTHIO Meda Hap
Tpasoit. MeTasut cierka 3acBeTwics. loHaH BOH3MI ocTpHe B
3eMJTIO, CBEeYEHHE YCWIIIOCh. — DTO ybexaille, — oObABWI
OH. — HcnrrTait cBoii KaMeHb.

Ha 3T10T pa3 1iens He NPOTHBWIACH €€ IIPUKOCHOBEHHIO, HE
BLICKaNb3bIBaJIa U3 nambueB. Kesncw nopoliwia K ToMy Mecty,
rae crosn MoHan, nepxa B nansuax KaMeHb. OH 3aCBETHICS
3aMETHO sIpYe.
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— HHorna nonanaiorcss H Takpe Mecra, — OOBSICHWI €M
JOHOIIIA, CJIOBHO yBepsif caMoro ce6a. — Y MHorue psnoM c
ONAaCHOCTBIO... XOT Mbl HE€ 3HaeM, YTO NPHIET IEPBLIM:
6narocnoBeHHBI Mup WK ThMa.

OH onycTwICcA Ha 3eMJII0, CHOBAa CHPATAaB M€Y B HOXHBEI.
JeByl1ka, cKpecTUB HOTH, cejla HaIpOTHB.

— Hrak, MBI B 671arocIoBeHHOM MECTE€, — BBI3BIBAIOLIE
npousHecna Keacn. — Ho MBI He MOXeM YHECTH €ro ¢
coboif H...

IIponoyoxeHue e€ coB 3arTylnwl Boi, TaKoH IPOMKHMIA, 9TO
KpOME€ Hero HMYero He 6nulo ciwbnmHo. Kejacum cxsaTiwia
KaMeHb M NOYYBCTBOBAJA, KAKMM OH CTaJ TOPSIMM: KAMEHb
npocHycs. C apyroro HanpasieHUA Ha BOH OTBETHI BTOPOIA,
TaKoOM xe.

Ionotroe Kencu yxe cnunnana. Cobaka, Xoropasi BMeCTe
€O BCaIHHKOM aTaKoBaJja €€ y KAMeHHEIX BpaT. Heyxenu oHn
CHOBa OCaXIeHH, 3[eCh, AAJIEKO OT NoMoLIH K3 J{onuHbI?

HoHaH BHHMaTeNbHO NPHCIYLIMBAICA. YXe CTEMHENO, H
TEHH HaYyajdd BbITIOJI3aTh M3-TIOA JepeBbEB M MOAOMpaAThCA K
HMM TIO OTKpBITO# MecTHOCTH. Boit pasnancs B TpeTHit pas —
M OIITh C HOBOIO HampabieHMA! Boxpyr nenas cBopa 3THX
cyigecTs!

— OHH... OHH NpEAYT clona?

— Jlymalo, Her, — otBetmn Wonan. — ITomHM, 3To
6narocioBeHHoe Mecto. IIpoxnarusa u 61arocioBeHus ciabe-
10T C TOAaMH, HO TO, YTO GepeXET 3TO MECTO, OTBETWIO HaM.
A BOT cMOoXeM JIM Mbl 6JIaronoiy4Ho YHWTH oTcloga — 3TO
Ipyroe lejo, — BblpaXeHH€ JIMLA Y Hero 6buto MpayHoe, M
Kencu B3aporryna. OHa He XoTesa 3acTpPSATh B 3TOM MecTe,
KaKMM OBl 6Ge30MacHbBIM OHO HM Kaszanoch. MoHaH cHoBa
BCKOYWI, B35U1 B pyKM Me4d M Hadajl KOIaTh.

INonerenu Kioubsa Tpashl, 3eMiIsd. Heyxenau oH cobupaercs
Boikonath xoa? Kescu oTmmarHynachk: dero-dero, a CHoBa
TIoNacTh NOJI 3¢ MJTI0 OHA He XoTena. Ho TyT oHa ycimiana, Kak
Med 060 yTo-To ymapwicsi, M MoHaH ewé 6bicTpee cran
pacKameiBaTh TO, YTO JieXxajo monx 3emin€i. OH OnUl Tak
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TIOTJIOIEH cBoeM paboroii, yTo KesicH He pelmwiach Clipalomi-
BaTh: BCE PABHO HE YCJIBILIMT.

OR pyOwn W Komaj, a IIOTOM OIYCTWICS Ha KOJICHH,
OTJIOXIWI B CTOPOHY Me4 H IIPOAOJIKaJl C IOMOIIBIO HOXA B PYK.
OTKomnan Xe OH 3Be30y U3 6esloro KaMHs, AOCTaTOYHO 6OJIb-
IIyI0, YTOGHI YeNOBEK CMoT Ha Heé Bcrath. Temeps Monan
paboTan ocTopoxHee, rOpcTsIMU BbiOpachiBasd IOYBY, HOXOM
OTKOJIYIbIBasi TVIMHY, MPWIHITILYIO K OBEPXHOCTH 3BE3MIBI.

— Yo 310? — Kencu Oonbllle He MoIjIa COepXHBaTh
mobonbITcTBo. [lodeMy €€ CIyPHHK cUHMTaeT HeoOXOOMMBLIM
3TO JieJIaTh, KOTAa BOKPYT coOHpaloTcs CWibl ThMBbI, a Beuep-
HHE TEHH CTaHOBATCA BCE ryme? OHa 3TOro He NMOHMMasa.

B ueHTpe 3Be3nH 6buIo yray6nenue. Ero Honan owmmnan
0cobeHHO ocTopoxXHO. IIoTOM OH B3sU1 Med M BCTaBWI OCTpHUE
B oTBepcTHe. Y Kak 6yaTo OXMBUA Tielolni daken. Merawn
B PYKOSITH OCBETHI BCIO TIOJIAHY, Ha Heil cTajlo CBETNO, KaK
IHEM.

CBepXy NOCIBILIAICA XPHUIUTBIA 3BYK H LIENECT KPLUTLEB B
Bosxayxe. Ho Keyicu Hidero He Buaena: Mewuan ceet Meva. Ecimn
BBEpXy M CcOOMpaNMCh CWIbI Bpara, OHH Telleph SBHO He
pellannch HanaaaTh.

— YT0 3107 — BHOBb TpeboBaTenbHO cnpocuna Kemcu.

_ VioHan nocMmoTpen Ha He€ CKBO3b spKHii cBeT. Kasamocy,
IVla3a ero CBEpPKHY/IM, KaK y To# cobaku, OT KOTopoii oHa
cracajach, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 3pejuine €€ He OTTOJKHYIIO.

— A BHaen paHbllIe TaKoe, — YKIOHYHUBO OTBETHWI OH. —
310 Mecro, roe cobupaerca cwia. Ecnu 61 MBI obnajann
IpeBHUMH 3HAaHUSIMH, C IOMOLIBIO 3TOI0, — OH YKa3al Ha Med,
0 KOTOpOMY ITpoOeraiy orHeHHEIE CTPYIKH, — MEI MOIVIH Okl
no6eauTs Mobyio apMuio. Ho Mul 3HaeM Tak Mano! — ¥ OH B
3aMeLIaTeNbCTBE YAApWI KyJIAKOM IO JIAJOHH.

Ecnu 3Be3na oxuBWiIa Me4, TO YTO OHA CENIaeT C KaMHeM?
Kecs HEOXHAAHHO CHUIA LieMb C LIEH M MOJHECIA KAMEHD K
3Be3ne. M cpasy mocneqoBas MOLIHBIA B3phIB cBeTa. B €€
najiblbl, PYKY, IUIEYH, BO BCE TEJIO YCTPEMIWICS MOTOK TaKOi
CMJIBI, YTO JIEBYLLIKY OyKBaJTbHO OTOPOCHJIO Ha TPaBy, IPH 3TOM

351



KaMeHb BhIpBaJICA U3 pyK. IIoTOK 3Heprum npekpaTtwics, HO
KaMeHb TpOAOJDKal cBepKaTb. MoXeT, MMEHHO 3TO MECTO
uckana Burrn? Unu 3necy coGupaeTcs ApeBHSS CWiIa, KOTopas
crocobHa yKpenuTh noboe opyxue?

Monan cxsarun Kencu 3a pyKy M OTBEN Hasajy liemb C
KaMHEM.

— He npu3biBaii 31010! — rojoc ero npo3ydaia pe3ko, Kak
npuka3s. — Thl He 3Haelllb, C Y4eM CMOXE1lIb CIIPAaBUTLCS, H YTO
— HCIIOJIb30BaTh.

KoHe4Ho, OH npaB, HO OHa HEroJoBajla H3-3a ero BMella-
TenbcTBa. OHA Beib He Melllajia eMy MCIIOJIb30BaTh CBO Med.

— K104, — OH CJIOBHO 4MTaJ €€ MBICTH. — Med nocIyxaut
KJTIOYOM. A Temnepb... — OH He TOJIbKO He OTITYCTHI €€ PYKY, a
cXaJl Kpemye, Hanpsirasg BCce CWIbI, YTOORI COBEpPLIUTh 3aly-
MaHHOe IIpeXae, YeM OHa NMOKMET ¥ HAYHET CONMPOTHURIISATLCH.

OOHHUM IBIDKEHHEM OH NMOAHSUI AeBYLUKY Ha HOTH H IocTa-
BIJI €€ TNpsAMO Ha 3Be3ay. IIoToK# 3HepTHH NMPOHMU3BIBAIM €TI0
teno. Kencu Morma 6m1 oTckouuts, Ho MoHan mpomormkan
yaepXUBaTh €€, ¥ ero CIia CTajla YacTbio TOH CWIbl, KOTOPYIO
oHH npo6ynwn. Jpyroit pykoii MloHaH cXBaTWi cBoil Me4 M
CKBO3b JIaii co6aK MPOM3HEC TPOMKO TOJIBLKO OJHO CJIOBO:

— Haiinyrpa!

IIIyM cTHX, HacTynwia THIIMHA. JIast cobax Gonblile He GbUTO
capirno. Kescu B3aporuyna B oxuaaHuu. Yto oH npuabiBaeT?

— Haiinyrpa! Xuwapuas! — Teneps K nepBGMy OH J0GaBWE
M BTOpOE UM,

OT KOHLIOB 3Be3Abl Hayal MOAHHMMAThCHA IObIM, KaK OT
ropsgUIHUX cBedeil; ILIM CBEeT/IbIM, a He TEMHBIN. [ToToKM gbIMa
HaAKIIOHSUIUCh BHYTPb, TeNepb ObIM 3aTSAHYJI BeCh LUEHTP IO-
JNITHBI HaX 3Be3foif. MOHaH He pa3XyMan pyK, HanpoOTHB,
cxnMan Kencu emé cuibHee, M naiblUbl ero 60le3HEHHO
BIIIUIMCH B TEJIO NEBYLIKY. B Tenn mwiema rasa Monana 6bumm
3aKpHITHI, JIMLO HaNpSDKeHO, OH IOJIHOCTHIO Ha YEM-TO cocpe-
OOTOYWICA, W HHUITO He MOOJIKHO OBI/IO HApyWIMTh 3TY
COCpEeIOTOYEHHOCTD.

— HaitnyTpa!

Meu BCTIBIXHYN €€ sApye, TUIaMsl OXBaTwIo pyKy MoHaHa,
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HO OH He pa3xan e€. Iloroku TyMaHa BeI3bIBaIM y Kencu
c1abocTh M rosioBoKpyXeHne. OHa 3akpbuia Miasza. [lopriB
X0JI0/1a, OLIYLIIEHHE TAKOTO YXaca, YTO OHa JJaXe KPHMKHYTDb He
Morna. OHH OKasaluch B TaKOM MecCTe, Ile Heb3sd ObITh
moaaM. Ho cuina Hecna ux... Bc€ ganpliue M ganbiie. Kemcu
LeIUIsIach 32 3Ty CHIY, TOJIBKO €if JoBepsUla OHa B TaKOM
MecTe.

IToToM... TeMHOTA... TOJIHAA ¥ yXacHasg TeMHOTA... HO CIIa
npojoJoKaia gepXaThb UX...

Yuuia... OHH 3aTepsUINCh B 3TOM... B 3TOM...

— Kencu! Kencu!

Omna cnena, €€ TOUIHUT, OHAa 3a6GIyauUNack...

— Kencn?

Ho neBywiKky oxBaTwia Takas YCTaJIOCTh H c1aGoCTh, 4TO
HEBO3MOXHO OBbUIO JaXe OTKPHITh IV1a3a M YBUAETbH, ICCTBH~
TeJBLHO JIM BOKPYT TeMHOTa. Ho OHa oTKprUIa MX M yBHAENa
ocBelEHHOE JIyHOit nuuo VMoHaHa. OHa y HEro Ha pykax...
Her, oHa nexuT Ha KaMHe, a VMloHaH KadaeT eé rososy,
TIpICXUMAET K Ipyau.

— Kecu... MBI BBIGpaIHCH!

Jlonro 3TH cnoBa He MMeNW N1 He€ HUKAKOIo CMbICHa.
Co3HaHHe NMPOJOIKAJIO OCTABAThLCA 3aXBaUYCHHLIM ITYCTOTOH, B
KoTopoii oHM no6rBamH. Ho BoT 3a ronoeoit MoHaHa oHa

"yBHIEJIa He CTEHY U3 IepeBbeB POIIM, HO HACTOSLIYIO KAMEH~
HYIO CTEHY, YCEIHHYIO NISATHAMH JIYHHOTO CBeTa.

Kencu rmyboxo B3moxHyna, H emé pas. Ha rpyau 4ro-TO
TEIUIO My/JbCHPOBAIO, U €ii He HYXHO ObLUIO NpHKacaThbes,
YTOOBI NMOHATH, YTO 3TO KAMEHb.

— Ine... rae MB? — rojoc AeBYUIKU NPO3BYYas ciaabbIM
LIEMOTOM.

OH npUNogHsI €€, YTo6BI OHA MOIVIAa JTy4lle BUAETD. Panom
C HUM JIeXaJsl MeY, YXe He OXBaYeHHEI IUIJaMeHeM, HO BCE elé
cBeTuBLIMIicA. KencH yBHAea €1€ CTEHBI, a Hall NOJIOBOi IYHY
¥ 3BE30bI. SICHO, YTO OHM TelephL He B pollle, B KOTOPOH HX
ocaKqaH.

— I'me MB1? — 10HOLLIA NOBTOpMI €€ Bonpoc. — He 3Halo...
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HO TOJILKO JajieKO OT TeX, KTO BHIHIOXMBAJ Hain cjied. MHe
KaXeTcs, 30eCh KOraa-To Obi1a MOrydas KpenocTb, — OH TOXeE
OCMATPHBAJICH, CJIOBHO CTapasich NPEACTaBHTb, YTO Xe CTOSIO
37ech HEKOraa.

— Ho xax MnI nonam cioga? — 6picTpo cripocwia Kescu.
He cxopo 3a6yneT oHa 3TOT npoxof depe3 UHoe, e e€ xnamu
CTpallHble OTaCHOCTH, O KOTOPBIX OHa HUKOTJa M He Iojjo3pe-
BaJIa.

— MBI HAlITH KITOY... ¥ BOCIIOIB30BAIMCH HM... — MoHaH
CHOBa B3sU1 B pYKH PyKosATb Meda. — I'of Hasax VpyK Halmén
TaKoe Xe MEeCTO, KOIla cepble TOTOBWIHCH 3aXBaTHTh ero. Ho
MM IpHIUIOCH pa304apoBaThcs. Y IpeBHHMX ObUTH CBOM CIIOCO-
OBI ITyTe1IECTBHA; MBI MMM PEAKO IIOJIb3yeMCs1, Ha HUX JIIO60To
MOXET XAAaTb CMepPTb.

10

B HOBOM yOexuile He ObUIO HH 3JIOBOHUS nellepnl ¢dacos,
HHU HEOMHCYeMOro 3alaxa, 3alloJIHABLIETO Polly, U3 KOTOpoil
OHM TaK HEOXHMIAHHO CHAacIHCh. BhUIO TEMHO, TOJNBKO JyHa
CBETIWIA CKBO3b LIEIH B CTEHAaX, MU OYEHb XoJiogHO. OHHM
TpIXaJIMCh APYT K APYTY B MIOMCKAX TEIUIA M HE CNAJIH, a TOJILKO
ApeMalii, MpochiNasch ¥ CHOBAa Ha4dWMHas ApeMaThb, IIOKa B
CepoM CBeTe yTpa He CMOIJIM JIydllle pasI/IifieTh, Ile OKa3a-
JIMCD.

CTeHH 3TOMH KPEINOCTH, JOJDKHO ObITh, CKIIaIbIBAIM I'HTaH-
Tol. OCHOBaHMsI CTEH — M3 OrpoMHBIX 6JI0KOB 0e3 cinena
n3BecT. OHU JEpXaTUCh OOHUM JIMLIb CBOUM BECOM. DTH
TPO3HbIE CTEHbI TOJHUMATHCH JOBOJBHO BbICOKO. Brlllle LIUTH
MeHblIHe KAMHH, OOJIBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX OOpyLIWIoch B 6OIb-
LIOoe NMOMELIEHUE, B KOTOPOE OHM TaK TAUHCTBEHHO ITONAJIH.
IIpu cBere gua Kencu yBuaena, 970 OHM IPOBEIH HOYb B
LICHTpe Apyroii 3Be3abl, ropasno Gosble Toii, KoTOpylo 06Ha-
pyxmun HonaH, Ho mo ¢opMe TOYHO Takoi Xe. Mexny
KOHLIaMH JIydeil B KAMEHHBIH 1MOJI GhUIM Bpe3aHLI CHMBOJIBI.
OnuH U3 HUX npo6yamwn y KejncH cMyTHbIe BOCIOMHHAHHA —
TaKoii CHMBOJI YepPTHIA B Bo3xyXe BuTTiI.
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Vonan BcTan, nepBEIM fieNoM NoAowéNn K Grpkaifimeit
CTeHe U IMOANPLITHYN, CXBATUBIIKMCH 33 IPYOLIii KAMEHD CBEPXY.
IToToM c MOMOLIBIO TONLKO CHIBI MOATAHYIICA U B3o6paics
HaBepX, oOpylIMB Ha IIOJI MOTOK MEJIKMX KaMHe#l B oOiake
NbUTH.

— Kyna mMb1 nonanmu? — Kencu pasmisabiBana 3e3ny U
noMeuieHue. 3Be3a 6bUIa pacnonoxeHa BOJIN3U CTEHHI, HO 3a
HEl0 OCTaBalOCh €lI€ MHOIO INPOCTPAaHCTBA. Bxon B 310
NoMelleHHe OHa He BHAea — BOKPYT TOJILKO CTEHBI.

HoHaH, ¢ TpyIOM coXpaHsisi paBHOBECHE M NIOBOpPAUMBAs
TOJIOBY M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, IPOINEN IO IpPEeRATeTbCKOi
NOBEPXHOCTH CTEHBI, YTOObI JIyyllleé OCMOTPEThLCS.

— KpenocTs... KaKk MHe KaXeTci... — OH ObLUI He 04eHb-TO
B3TOM yBepeH. — Ho o4eHb cTapas M faBHO NOKUHYTas. Takue
BCTpeYaloTcs, XOTA Mbl 0OBMHO MX H3beraeMm. Ho BoT 310, —
OH KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY 3Be3[[bl, Ha KOTOpOii BCE ell€ crosia
ACBYLIKA, — HE AyMalo, YTo6bl 3T0 ObLIa JIOByIIKAa ThbMBL.
ITocMOTpH Ha CBOM KaMeHb... OH IpeayTipeXIaeT CBETOM? —
onHoj pykoii loHaH B3sics 3a Kpaif CTEHBI, APYTOi HalTyTIai
pyxosaTh Meya. E€ xaMeHb ObUI TEIUIBIM Ha OLUYIb, HO He
ceeTwica. Kescu coobumuia o6 aToM.

OH KUBHYII.

— 3pech OYeHb APEBHAS CHIA... OHA MOYTH Mcyessa... —
JIOHOIIIA HEOXHWAAHHO MOBEPHY/ IOJIOBY, H OHA YBHIENa, KaK
HaNpsAIIoch ero TeJjo.

— Yrto TaM? — OeByLIKA CKOJIb3HYJIa K CT€HE HeIocpe-
CTBEHHO IO HMM.

Ho on xecTom Benen eit Momyath. Kencu 65u10 sICHO, 9TO
OH NpMCIYyIIWBaeTcs, NMPHUCIyIIMBAaeTCs M OCMaTpUBAcTCA B
TIOMCKAX MCTOYHHKA 3BYyKAa.

OHa Toxe mpucaymanack. OTHaNéHHLIN J1aif — He TaKo#
SAPOCTHEIM, KaK y TexX co6ak. [ToToM B Bo3ayxe MOCIBIIANIACH
3BOHKAS Tpejlb, BOBCE He NOX0Xas Ha XpPHIUIbIE KPHKH JieTa-
JOLIMX CYLIECTB, APYXHBIX ¢ TbMOIt.

VioHaH CBUCTHYII, CBHCT €10 OY€Hb HAlIOMHMHAJ 3Ty TpeJib.
M Kencu yBumena BCHBIIKY paAyXHBIX KPEUILEB H JIETKOE
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TeJIo, KOTOpOe HEeCJIH 3TH KphUThA. B Bo3ayxe 3aBHC OAWH H3
¢dJ1aHHaHOB, MaJIeHbKOE T'YMAaHOHAHOE TEJIO ITOANEPXUBAIH
6picTpo Oblolmue Kphuthst. Kesncu 9acTo BHAena Takux B
JloJIMHe M cIBIaIa, YTO O HUX PaCCKA3hIBAaIOT: OHU KANIPU3HEI,
C KOPOTKO¥ NaMSThIO, MOTYT IEpEHOCHTD COOOINEHHS, HO TIPH
3TOM MOTYT JIETKO CBEPHYTH, 3a0BITh O CBOEM 3aJaHUH, €CJIM
9T0-TO APYroe NPHBIECYET HX BHUMaHHUe.

®naHHaH IpH3eMIWICS psiioM ¢ IoHaHOM, OCTABHB KphUTbA
TIOJTyCIOXEHHBIMH, CJIOBHO Cpa3y coGHpasica B3JIETETh, HEAO-
BOJIbHEIM OTBETOM Ha cBoii curHan, CHoBa CBHCTHYN, M Ha
JIM1Ie ero NpOSIBWIOCh HETEpIICHHE.

Kency gyBcTBOBaNa Bpaxae6HOoe OTHOIIEHHE JIETAIOLIETO
CylllecTBa: OHO CJIOBHO 4Y€/I0Be9€CKHMM SI3LIKOM FOBOPHIO, YTO
He XeJIaeT MMETh HU4ero o6uero ¢ aTumu aByMs. Ho B caucre
MonaHa cEnmamich ycNoKanBalolnye HOTKH, TIOTOM OH Tpo-
M3HEC HECKOJIBKO IEBYYHX CJIOB, KOTOPEIX A€ BYLIKA He TIOHSIA.

PnaHHaH APOCTHO NOKAYaJI N'OJIOBOM, MOAMPHITHYI ¥ IIOYTH
MTHOBEHHO HMcde3 M3 mons 3peHusa Kencu. Monan emg mo-
CBHCTeJI, HO (h1aHHAH He BEPHYJICS.

— OH He u3 JlomuHm, — B ronoce MoHaHa 3Bydano
pasodapoBaHue. — He cBg3aH KIATBOM. A 3TO 03HAa4aeT... —
TYT OH 3aMOJTJall.

— Yro0 03HavaeT? — CNpPOCHIa eBYyIIKa, Koraa MoHan He
CTaJl IPOROJ/IKATh.

— Y10 MBI CIMIIIKOM AaJIEKO 3alIUTH Ha BOCTOK... MOXET, TaK
JaJIexo, KaK He 3aXOAMJI HUKTO H3 xwuTeyeit JJoMMHEL

— Ho TH emné Buauims cBoio ropy?

OH 1eBebHYIICS, B3IIIHYB BBEPX.

— Moxer, 310 M oHa. Ho 10 He€ Tak MHOTIO JINT... — Teleph
OH CMOTpEJ B YTOJI NOMEIIEHHA.

Kencu xpana pe3koil BCIBIIKK NPHHYXIEHUSA, KOTOpoe
BCeraa BO3HMKAJIO, CTOWIO €if TOJIbKO NOAYMaTh O BO3Bpallle-
HHH B Ge3omnacHylo 3emmo. [la, faxe 34eCh OHa 3TO OlIylnaia.
He pasnymiiBasi, oHa NOBEpHY/ach JIMLIOM B HanpaRICHHUH,
NPOTHBONIONIOXHOM TOMy, Kyaa cMoTpen Monan. To, uro
RICYET €€, JIEXUT TaM, B HEM3BECTHOM.
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Ho 3aroBopmia oHa 0 ropasno Gosiee NpakTHYHBIX Bellax.

— HamMm HyxHBI nUIIA ¥ BoJa.. — TOJIOA M XaXAa yXe
JaBaK cebs1 3HATh.

— Mouwn! — MoHaH JET Ha XUBOT U NIPOTSIHYJI BHU3 PYKH.
Kencu noanpeIrHysia M yXBaTHWiach 3a OIHO €Io 3aIsiCThe, HO
JApYyroi pykoil IpoMaxHyJiach Y Liapanaja KAMHHU CT€HBI, ITOKa
OH He NnepexBaTWI M 3Ty pyKy. OH oKa3ajicsl ropa3fio CHibHee,
4YeM BBIMISIACI, 3TOT BOMH M3 JIOJMHHBI: MOYTH 6e3 MOMOLIH
JEeBYLIKHY OH BTAlIWI €€ HaBepX U MOCTaBWI PsiioM ¢ coboit Ha
OOpYLIMBIIYIOCS CTEHY.

Bo Bce cTOpOHBI BOKPYT HHX TAHYJIHUCH CTEHEI, 0003Ha4YaB-
1IMe KOMHAThI ¥ KOPHIOOPHI, JJIMHHbIE M JIMIIEHHbIE KPBILIHU.
Bno6aBok KpenocTh pacrioyiarajach Ha HEBBICOKOM XOJIME, U
BOKPYT He€ TSAHYJUCH IOJIsl, HeKOraa pasiesiEHHbIE CTEHaMH,
HbIHEe pyXHyBIIMMH. CieBa BUIHO ObUIO YTO-TO BpOJE HJOPOTH,
Beoyllueil clona, K 3ToMy JJabMpHHTY M3 KoMHaT. Ho Hurme Hu
HaMé€Ka Ha BOHy.

— Ciona... — MioHaH yka3al Ha ceBep H OCTOPOXHO BCTal
Ha Horu. Kak HHM OCTOpOXHO ObUIO ero IBMDK€HHE, BHHU3, B
KOMHATy CO 3Be3/I0ii, oOpyLIwIcs LieJIblii TIOTOK KaMHeH.

— CtpaHHO, 31€Ch HET HUKAKMX JBepei, — IOYTH cpasy
ckasana Kencu. CTeHBI OTAE/SUIH OMHY KOMHATY OT ApYTOii, HO
BIGPaTECA Ha CBO6OLY OHM MOXJTH TOJTLKO 10 BEPXYLIKAM 3THX
HETNPOYHBIX NeperoponokK.

— 3ro npasaa. ITosToMy npuaETCA MATH 1O CTEHaM U OYEHb
octopoxHo. Crneayii 3a MHOH H, €CIM CMOXe€llb, CTaBb HOTY
TOYHO Ha TO MecCTO, Kylda H f.

ConHlle yXe B3OLUIO M Hadyalo NpHUIpeBaTh, KOrma OHM
nobpanuch o MecTa, Ije Koraa-To MoIjix 6Tk BopoTa. Kencu
He TOJILKO IIpOrojiofiajlach ¥ XoTesJa NMUTh, OHAa ApoXajia OT
HanpsDKeHUA 3TOro MyTH. JIBaXabl UM NMPUXOAWIOCH COBEp-
1aTh 06Xol, M 3TO 3aHSJIO Y HHX MHOIO BpPEMEHH: Koe-Iie
BEpPXHHME KPOMKHU CTEH ObUIM HACTOJBKO HEHANEXHBI, YTO IO
HUM HaBepHSKA HeJb3A ObUIO IPOMTH.

JeBylliKa o MyTH ¢ HafleXq0ii 3ar/IAasIBajia BO BCE KOMHa-
Thl, HO NPOXOAOB TaK M He yBHAeiaa. [IpHiLnocs MponoIXaTh

357



onacHyio gopory. Hukakmx nBepeii, HM cjieia Ipoxofa H3
OIHOTIO NOMeLIeHHs B Apyroe. 9To o4eHb yauwio Kencwu.

— Y Hux Mo ObITh ApyTHe criocobbl BXOAa, — 3aMETHI
HonaH, xorna oHa ckasana eMy 06 atom. — Hanpumep, onu
MOIJIH JIETATh.

— MnanHaHbI? — OHa He MorJia B 3TO NIOBEpUTh. MaJieHb-
Kue JIeTaIOLIHeE CYLLECTBA — CTPOUTE/IH 3THX MACCHBHBIX CTEH?

— MoXeT GBbITh... WIH ObUIM KOTAA-TO... JETAIOLIHE CyLIeC-
TBa, NIOMUMO GTaHHAHOB, — CEPbE3HO OTBETWI OH. — XOpOIIIO
HM3BECTHO, YTO BeluKue HIpaJM C cWiIiaMHM CaMO#l XH3HH,
co3faBasi HOBblE CYLIECTBA VI CBOEi NOJNBL3bI WIH 3a0aBBbl.
TaxoBbI KpOTaHBI, XUBYIIME B BoA€, U Aaxe dackl. Mao 3nech
OCTaJIOCh NIPHHALJIEXKALIHX K HCTHHHOMH KpOBH, KOTIJa ApEB-
HHE OTKA3aJINCh OT TAKMX HeeCTECTBEHHRIX eI, YAAJIWINCh B
OcTKapn ¥ HAIOXWIH 3a0BeHHE Ha 3Ty 3eMJTIO, YTOOLI Goblie
HMKOIJAa He MNOJIb30BaThcs CWIOH Ge3dpaccynHo. A Te, KTO
BO3IBHT 3TH CTCHBI, JaBHO UCYE3H. Ara, ceidac IpoiaéM 1o
3TOH CTeHe, IIOTOM IO TOM U OKaXXeMcCsl HaKOHell 3a IIpeie/laMHi
KpeIocCTH.

Kency cnegoBasna 3a HUM, XOTH MYTh ObUI NO-NIpEeXHEMY
onaceH, OHa ABaXAbl YyTh He ymaja, NpeXne 4YeM OHH
JOCTUIVIH YKA3aHHOTO MM MecTa, H OHA CMOIVIA IJIAHYTh BHM3.

Honan BrIGpas B cTeHe HAUMEHee H3HOIIEHHOE MECTO M JIET
Ha Hero xuBoToM. IToroM npukasan Kencu:

— Jlaii MHe pyKH ¥ COCKOJMB3HH BHH3. Thl ynaaéinb, HO TYT
HEBBICOKO, U MBI cIipaBHUMcs. JIpyroro Beibopa HeT.

KoHe4yHo, OHa ynasa, ygapwiach O 3¢MJIIIO M TIOKATWIACh,
Ooyle3HeHHO 3aJieB OOMH M3 KaMHeill pa3pylleHHOH NojeBoit
CcTeHbl. YTO-TO MEJILKHYJIO Y He€ Tiepe]] IMLIOM, OHa B3IPOTHY-
JIa U BCKPHKHY/A, ¥ JiBE IITHILI NOOHUINCh U3 TPaBhl NPSAMO
nepe Helo, MpoJieTeid HEMHOTO M CHOBAa CKPBUIMCH B TpaBe.

VMoHaH, npHcoeIHHHUBLINCE K HE, JOCTAI C TI0ACA BEPEBKY
C TPYy30M Ha OJHOM KOHIIE.

— Okpyxaiif, — ejle CILIIHO TNPHKA3a1 OH M yKa3al Ha
MECTO, Iie CKPhUIMCh NTHIbI. — BrIian Ha HMX C Iora, ecim
CMOXEUIb, ¥ TIOAHHMH HX.
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OHa noBMHOBAaJIaCh, HECMOTPS Ha CBOM YLIHORI, H TOCTapa-
JIach ABUTaThCcA GeCLIyMHO CKBO3b BHICOKYIO, TI0 ITOSIC, TPABY;
Koe-TZie BUIHEJUCh KOJIOChsl AMKOPacTYIETO 3epHa.

Emeé pa3 B3MeTHyIHCh NepHaThle Tena. YTo-To nmpomesb-
KHYJIO B BO3[yXe, U OffHA M3 NTHI] YIlajia, Jlalbl M KpbUIbA eif
cesi3ana Bepépka HMoHnana. Mruosenne crycrs HonaH ¢ Ho-
XOM B pyKe Bo6pajicst 1O NTHLH U TOYHBIM YAAPOM IpepBa
€€ MeTaHus.

Tem xe crioco6oM OHM AOGaBHIM K IepBoii AoObrye elne
aByx rruil. [Torom MoHaH, Hecs IITHII 32 JIambl, BLIGPAJ MECTO
Ha OTHOM M3 MoJieif, Ie B yIITy CXOAALIHecs CTEHB 06pa30BaIH
Hebob1yIo nonyneiepy. OH cpa3y Hadyaj IOTOPOLINTh JUYb,
CKa3aB:

— HaGepy cyxux ApoB, — M PyKoii yKa3ajJ Ha JEpPEBbA.
Kencu peumna, YTo KOraa-To 3To 6bUI cajl, HO TeTleph B XUBBIX
OCTAaBAJIOCh TOJIBKO [Ba WIM TPH AepeBa, TIOKPBITHIE YaXJIoM
pBaHoii JucTBoif. OcTajbHBIE CBATIWIM OypH, M [OeBylDKa
MPUHSIACh OTJIAaMBIBAaTh CyXHMe BETBH M HOCHUTb MX TyIa, Iae
3aHMMAJICS CBOMM KpOBaBBIM JenioM MoHan.

Ona Habmoznana, KaK OH YJIOXWI Ipynoil HeGonbliine Be-
TOYKM M 3aXKET MX KAMHEM U3 CYMKM Ha Iogce, yaapssa UM o
Jie3BHMe HOXa, TaK YTO MCKPHI IOJIETEN NPSAMO B TOPCTh CYXOM
TpaBhl B LIEHTpe Gyayinero KocTpa.

— A BOT TaK MbI H36€X1M BIIUMOTO AbIMa, — TOSACHIUT OH
CBOM HOBbIE AEHCTBHUSA, U JeBYINKA NOAyMaJa, 9TO OH CO3Ha-
TEJIbHO AEJINTCA ¢ Heil 3HAaHMAMM, JOOBITBIMH JOJITOM XU3HbIO
B 3TOi1 3eMJIe, i€ ONMAaCHOCTEH He MeHbllle, YeM TPaBHI HA JIYTY.
OnHH KycKH ITTHI] OH HacaJWI Ha NPYTbs M JepXaJl Helocpe -
CTBEHHO HaJl OTHEM, APYTHE PacnoIoXW1 NMOBLILLE, TIe 40 HUX
Iobupaics TOJILKO OBIM.

OH 6Gbul mpaB: AbIM NOJHHMAICA PBAHBIMH CTPYHKaMH,
KOTOphIe BeTEPOK Pa3HOCKI B pa3HLIX HamnpasieHHIX. Kemncy,
HabpaB JOCTATOYHO APOB, BHUMATeIbHEl OCMOTpENa B MOMX
PacTeHHA ¢ KoJochsIMHU. PacTepeB Konockd MeXAY JIaALOHSIMH,
OHa ObUIa BO3HArpaxaeHa ropcThblo HaCTOSIIHX 3épeH. ey~
Ka nornpoboBajia HX M OOHAapyXmja, YTO OHHM CbeHOOHLI H
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clagkoBaThl Ha BKyc. Torma oHa mpHHsUIach HabHpaThb MX
no6oJiblle, IPpH 3TOM BHUMATEJILHO OIVIAABIBASICH IO CTPOHAM.

IITHLIBI OTPBIBAINCH OT KOPMEXKH M TIepeJieTaIN Ha cocell-
HHe nojda. Kencu cibilnana 3anax XapeHoro Msaca, H €€ TAHYJIO
Tyoa, Ho 6ojibllle BCEro €il XOTeNoCh IMHTb, CMBITh BO PTY
CYXOCThb CBEJCHHOTIO 3¢pHa.

OHa BepHy/Iach K MMIIPOBH3HPOBAHHOMY o4ary u obHapy-
XIUla, YTO BOMH KpOoMe Msica 3aHMMAaeTCsl YeM-TO HOBLIM. OH
JIepXaJl B pyKax IpeaMeT XEITOro IBeTa, NIOX0XUif Ha ThIKBY-
OyTBUIKY M3 €€ MHpa, XOT M Gosblue rno pasmepy. Cpe3as
BEpPXYLUKY, MloHaH HOXOM BBIpe3aJl BHYTPEHHOCTH, BpeMs OT
BpEMEHM BhIOpachiBasi MIKOTb C YEPHBIMH CEMEHAMH.

Kescu yBHIeJIa Y €TI0 HOT elllé JBa 3THX CTPaHHBIX OBOLIA.
OHa cHa1a ¢ rojoBel Wapd, KOTOPHIH NOBA3aja, yXOAsd U3
JI0/IMHBI, ¥ IPMHSLIACH CCHITIATh B Hero 3epHo. MoHan nocMor-
peJl, YTO OHa J€NAaeT, U KMBHYL.

— Pa3oTpH ux B MyKy, — IOCOBETOBAJI OH, — H C HX XHPOM,
— OH KHBHYJ B CTOPOHY NITHL, — Yy Hac OyayT OTIHYHbIe
JIENELIKH.

— A Bopa?

OH XJIONHYJ IO THIKBE, HaJ KOTOpOii paboTal.

— Tam BuM3y pyueil. Bugena co cTeH TPOCTHHK?

Kescu npusHanacs, 4To He BUAeNA: BCE €€ BHUMaHHeE ObUIO
OTAAHO CTeHaM M HeoOXOIMMOCTH He cBaiuThcs. OH He cTal
IOXUAAThCA €€ OTBETa, OTVIOXIUI THIKBY M OCMOTpeEJ MsCO,
IOBOpaYMBas NPYThsi C KYCKAMH C BHIOM 4YeJIOBEKA, HCKYLIEH-
HOTO B TaKHX JAeJax.

ITotoM, BUAMMO, YIOBJIETBOPEHHDINH, CHSUI MACO M pa3yo-
XWI Ha LIMPOKHE JIHCThsl, COPBAHHLIE C TOIO XXe PacTeHHd, C
KOTOpOIO CHsUI M ThikBbl. [IOoTOM B3 OZHY M3 THKB H
BONPOCHUTENBHO NocMoTpes Ha Kencu.

— Iloncann Mensa. Boaa 3a Toii CTeHOI.

OHa cornacwiachk, nepecoxiliee Iopjio U pPOT 3acCTaBHIH
BCTaTb K CTEHKE U INOACTAaBUTH IvieYd. OH JIMLIb Ha OOHO
MrHOBEHMe onépcs M ObL1 yXe Ha CTeHe.

ConHue yXe CIyCKaJloch K HEpOBHOI YEpPHOH JIMHHH,
obo3HayaBlie ropu3oHT. Kesicu crosiia, mpiKmMasch K
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TpyboMy KaMHIO, H IyMasia, CYMEIOT JIU OHM HaiTH ybexuile
Ha Hogb. OHa XOpollIO IMOMHWIA BOKIIMX cO0aK M YEPHOTO
BcagHuKa. OHM NOMaJIM B 3TH Pa3BAJIMHEI 6/1aronaps 3HaHUAM
KAaKOH-TO ApEeBHEM packl, HO 3TO BOBCE HE 3HAYHUT, YTO
npecliefoBaHHe 3aKoHYWwIochk. OHa BOBce HE AyMala, YTO TO
CyllecTBo, KoTopoe MOHaH Ha3Bal €To NMPEeXHUM HMEHEM —
Paiti, — Tak MOKOpPHO NPHU3HAET CBOE NMOpaXeHHeE,

Kencu notporana pykoi ienb ¢ KAMHEM, YC/ThILIANA CKpe-
XeT Ha BepXy CTeHbl, O3HAYaBIINil Bo3BpalueHue MoHaHa, u
ejie yclejla OTNPHITHYTh OT NMAaJaBIIMX CO CTEHbI KaMHeEM.
HoHaH Ha Toit Xe BepéBKe, KOTOpOii JIOBWI ITTHL, CITyCTH
TIOJHYIO BOABI THIKBY. JleBylKe noTpe6oBasiochk Bc€ camoobia-
IaHHue, YTOOBI TYT X€ He ITOJHECTH THIKBY KO PTY M BCE BLINTHUTD.
HoHan okasaincs psnoM ¢ Heif M cKasar:

— Ileit HeGonbIIMMH IJIOTKAMH, — M OTMaxHyjcs OT
THIKBbI, KOTa OHA MPOTSHY/Aa €My 3Ty HMIIPOBU3HPOBAaHHYIO
GyTHUIKY.

OHa nociaymHo Habpana B poT Bogbl U KaKOE-TO BpeMs
yaepXwBajia TaM RJIary, HacJaXxaasch, Ipexe YeM NpoIJIoTH-
na. ioHan npuHéc ¢ co6oil elé Koe-4To — CBSI3KY TPOCTHHKA,
M KOra OHU BEPHYJHUCH K KOCTPY M OXWIAIOWIEH NUILE, OH
noxo6pai ABa HEGOMBIIMX KAMHS, KOTOpble YAOGHO JIEITIH B
pyky. C HX noMOUIBI0 Hayan MSTh cTeGiIM, M OHM GBICTpO
NpeBpaTWINCh B HUTH. VIOHaH CIUIEN U3 HUX e1é oqHYy Ipydyio
BEPEBKY.

¥YXxe omycTWiach HO4Yb, U OHHM CO3HATEJIBHO IIO3BOJIWIH
KOCTpy IIOYTH yMepeThb, NpPEBPATHTLCS B YTOJbsA, KOTOpPBHIE
3aC/IOHSUTM KaMHH odara. Ho maxe npu cna6om ceete Monan
npoaospkan padorarts. CruieTss Bep€BKY, KOTOPOi, TI0 MHEHHIO
Kencu, Henb3st OBepsSITh, OH B3sUI ABe NAJIKU U HaYajl METO-
OWYHO TepeIUleTaTh HX, ACHCTBYS MOYTH Ha OLUYIIb.

Kencu cugena, CKpecTHB HOTH, T10 JPYTYIO CTOPOHY KOCTpa
pa3MepoM c nanoHb. HakoHell m000nBITCTBO MoGeqiio.

— Yro THI Aenaeun?

— HaM HyxeH MeloK [ 3Toro, — OH JIETKMM XECTOM
yKa3an Ha KoImy€Hoe Msco. — M obyBs...
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— OO6yBb? — M3pSAOHO YAMBIEHHAS, OHa KOCHYNIACh PYKO#H
cBOMX nojycanoxek. OHH ObUIM HCLIapanaHbl, YTpaTHWIH G/1eck,
HO ellé Kpelki. MeHATb M Ha To, uyto rwietéT MoHan, 6yner
IJIyTio, ¥ OHa eABa yaepXaiach, YTOObI HEe CKa3aTh 3TO.

— Cepble OXOTATCA NPH NOMOIOM 3pEeHHA M HIOXa, —
MPOJOJDKAJ IOHOIlIa, — HO HOYHLIE TICHI — TOJILKO IO 3amaxy.
Mgl fanyuM MM 3aIax, KOTOpulif Hagoaro coOpET MX co ciena.

OH oTs10XW1 rpy6o0 CIVIETEHHYIO Tapy o6yBH. [1oToM pocrtan
M3 CYMKHM JIMCTbS WiOeiiHa M Hayal HATUPATb MMM BepEBKY
3aKOHYMB, OH CTaJl 00OBA3BIBATh 3TOI BepPEBKOM CBOM HOTH, TaK
YTO BCKOpE METajul ero o6yBH ObUI LIEJIMKOM 3aKpHhIT.

— 910 noMmoxer? — KeJicH xoTena ObITh YBEpEHHOM, XOTA
yXe MOHHMMaJa, YTO OH JeJiaeT.

— Xorenoch 6bl... MnbeiiH GriBacT mnojie3eH MO-pa3HOMY.
Teneps UcHBITaEM...

M BoT, Xorga oHHM ycTpauMBaIMCh Ha HOYb: OAMH CIIaTh,
IpYTasi CTOPOXHWTb, HOTH MX ObUIM 3aKyTaHBl B BEPEBKU U3
TPOCTHHKA M O6PBIBKM pacTUTeIbHOCTH. [IpMHKMMad mepByio
Baxty, Kencu oumymana uucteiii 3amax wibeitHa. Kocte€p
Joropea M mpeBpaTwicsa B nened. M pasBaJiMHbI M Ioysd
OCBElIAJIMNCH TOJILKO JIYHOIA.

Kencu npucaylnuBajach — OXHOBPEMEHHO CIYXOM H CO-
3HaHHEeM. DTO BCE pPaBHO 4YTO Ipobyellb BO3AYX B ITOMCKAX
HE3HAKOMOIO 3amaxa: CBO6oOHO Opoasinasg MBICIh MOXET
nepBoif MOKa3aTh, YTO CKPhIBaeTCsAd B HOYH. JleBylIKa Hamnpsi-
XEHHO oXuaana cobaybero Bos — TeX cobak, YTo Mo HoYaM
6eralor 3a YEpHBIM BcagHukowMm.

B HOYM C/TBIIIATIHCH 3BYKH AHKOI X13HHU. Kescu pazmiana
1IyplaH¥e B BLICOKOH TpaBe, OMHAXIbI pe3KHii KPHK 3aCTaBHI
€€ BCKOYMTb Ha HOTM; IIOTOM OHa JOrajajiach, YTO 3TO I'0JIOC
KaKoIo-TO BO3AYIIHOro oxoTHHMKa. Ho Bos, OoT KoToporo
MoJI3yT MypalllKi 0 KoXe, Bosi cobaK He ObUIO CIBILIHO.
JeByuixa He 3Has1a, AaJIEKO JIM OHU OT TOH POLIH, B KOTOPOit
nx ocaxnamu. Ecom MoHaH H 3Han 3To — a OHa Nofio3peBana,
YTO TOXE He 3HaeT, — TO He ropopmwl. BrnpouyeM, TO, YTO OH
OpTraHH30BaJI IEXYPCTBO 110 CMEHaM, CBHAETEILCTBOBAJIO, YTO
OH He BHAWT B MX HbIHELIHEM IOJIOXSHHH 6e30TMacHOCTH.
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Xotenoch cnats. KescH, 6opsch ¢ COHMBOCTBIO, BCTAIA U
TIoLIa MO KAMHSAM, CTapasiCh, YTOOHI 1eJIeCT TPAaBhI HE BhLAT
€€ npubimxeHna. OHa noJolIa K BHELIHEH CTeHe KpenocTH
6e3 xpoium. IlocTosia TaM HEMHOIO, MBITAasCh NPEACTABUTH
cebe pasyMHBIX CYILLECTB, KOTOPhIE NOCTPOIIH 3Ty MOLOHYIO
KperocTh M He cIeJIajli HY O4HO# ABEpH, HU OJHOTO Npoxoaa
M3 OJHOIO BHYTpEHHEro rnoMeleHusa B apyroe. KpemnocTb
Moirdajia, OHa IpMHaJIeXala K TaKoi Xe ApeBHEH UCTODHH,
KaK pa3OMTEIf KaMEHHBIH KpyT Ha ben Baaiip.

ben bnsiip... ¢ HEOXHMOAHHOH OPOXBIO HOBOIO CTpaxa
Kencu nogymana, aro Ben Basiip nan€ék teneps ot He€, Kak
coH. OHa paccnpainnBaia CuMoHa Tperapta o Bo3BpallleHUH.
OH YKIOHWICA OT OTBETa, HO KOIJa OHa CTajla HacTauBaTh,
cKa3aJl, YTO eMy HHJYEro He M3BECTHO O BO3BpaTe depe3 BpaTta.
B 3TOM MHpe MOXHO OTBICKATb BpaTa M Yepe3 HUX YHTH ellé
Janblie B CTPAHHBIE 3¢MJIIM H MecTa, HO BEPHYThCS K cebe, B
CBOIi COGCTBEHHRIIT MHP...

Cpoii cobcTBeHHBINH MMp. Tereps oHa BCIOMHMNA, KakK
HeyBepeHHO CHMMOH rosopmwi o6 3toM. OH cka3aj, yTo 60Jb-
IDMHCTBO NPOXOAWIM 9Yepe3 Bpara, crmacasch. W s Takux
Jmofeil «coGCTBEHHBIM MHPOM» CTaJl 3TOT MHP, MHOTHE CO3Ha-
TeJIbHO MCKAIH €T0.

Ho ona HeT! M oHa xorena Oml...

I'nans Ha eABa BUAHLIE B IYHHOM CBETE YEpHbIE pa3BaJIMHBI,
OHa CTaJIa [yMaTb O 3Ac¢LIHMX BpaTax. Ec;iM oHa mpoHaET B HUX,
To rae okaxerca? [me-1o B e€ xyaiem Mecte? Kesicu cxana
JIeBOH pyKo# KOJJAOBCKOH KaMEHb M OLIYTWIA €r0 YCIIOKOH-
TesbHOoe Terwio. Ho Tyt MbIc/H €€ nmpepBauch, OHa OTBEJA OT
cebs KaMeHb M TIOCMOTpeEJIa B LIEHTP KOCTpa, Iie NocieaHue
HMCKOpKH cTanu spye. CaenaB lmar TyAa, rie OHa ocTaBWIa
WoHana, neByllIKa NOYyBCTBOBANIA KaKoe-To H3MeHeHue. Ho
He B OKpyXalolleif MECTHOCTH.

KameH»b, KOTOpEINi HadaJl ObLUIO CBETHUTLCS, CHOBA IOTEM-
HeJ, xoTs Kesic nno-npexsxeMy ownylnana ero tero. U tyr ona
yBHAENa 1Iap KuIumuero ceeta. 1 Ha HEM TeHBb, KoTopas
CTaHOBWIACH BCE TEMHEE M OTYETIIMBEE. ‘
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— Burrn! — oHa BBIIOXHYJIAa 3TO MMS BCJIyX, H TYT Xe€
H3obpaxeHHe cTalo ycroituusee. Kescu cMoTpena npsaMo B
IJ1a3a KOJAYHbH M OLIyTHIA BCE TO Xe€ MPHHYXIEeHHE, KOTOpPOe
Bceraa O6bUIO ¢ HEH C TONO caMOro MOMEHTA, KaK OHa B3sUia
KaMeHb.

Konnyubs otkpsuia poT. Ho Kencu yciapnnana He ciosa,
cKopee 10 He€ goJieTela OcTpasd HalpaB/leHHasd MbIC/b.

«oe?»

Kenicu npaBIHUBO OTBETHA:

«He 3Halo».

«ypa! Ocmorpucs! OTnait MHe TBOH IIa3a, €CJIH He Mo-
Xellb OTBETHTb CaMa»,

JapieHne 0Ka3aJoch TaKUM CWIbHBIM, 910 Kecu nouys-
CTBOBaJIa: BONPEKH CBOEH BOJIe OHA ITIOBOPAYMBAETCS, BHavYaJle
PIiAsd Ha pasBajiMHBI, NIOTOM Ha IOJd, NOTOM CHOBa Ha
Pa3BAJIMHBI. ,

Ha nuue xonnyHbM NOSABWIOCH pa3sfpaXéHHOe MCTHTEJb-
Hoe BbIpaxeHue, U Kescu 3acToiia.

«Myx4nHa no-npexHeMy ¢ To00ii?» — ygapeHue Ha cJIoBe
«MyXYHHa» [eJIaJIo er0 PYraTeIbCTBOM.

Kencu MeIceHHoO npencTaBwia cebe crimnero Monana.

«Yxonu, noka oH cnut! Mau Bcen 3a KAMHEM... OH MLIET
OONBLIYIO CHITY».

Kencu ynpsAMo mokayajia rojioBOif.

«Y MeHA HHUKOIO HeT B 3TOi 3emiie, TYT OMAacCHO», — B
KaKol-TO yINpsMo¥i BHYTPEHHeH YyOeXIEHHOCTH, B CBOEM
BCeTrfalllHEM OTTAJIKMBaHUU OT BMTTI OHa wYepnana CILTHI,
YTOOHI CKa3aTh 3TO — CKa3aTh WIH MOAyMaTh.

OHa BHeNa, YTO KOJAYHbS NbITAeTCA yAepXaTh €€ B3IIANd,
nonyuHuTh €€ cebe. Ho Kescu BcE-Taku BBHITYCTWIA KaMeHb
M3 PYKH, H OH NOBUC Ha LieNH Ha rpyau AeByIku. OTHEeHHBIH
wap ucyes. Burmi co BceMu cBoMMH 3HAaHUSIMM HCTIapMJIACh —
noka. Ho y Kencu nmosiBwiocsh olnylieHHe, 9T0 €caH Obl OHU
BCTPETWINCH (DU3MYECKH, OHA He OTAeJanach Obl TaK JIETKO.
Yem 6oJblile OHA NOJIB3yeTCsA KAMHEM, TeM 6OJIBIIYIO BHYTPEH -
HIOIO clwty ounyliaeT. Ho oHa BoBce He XOYeT cTaTh KOJIAYyHbeH
— TakoH, KaKk Burri. OHa KakuM-To 0Opa3oM NOg4YHHEHa
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KaMHIO, HO TeM He MecHee OCTAaETcs caMa coboii, oHa He M3
YHCJIa CECTEP, M1 KOTOPhIX KAMEHb — LIEHTP BCcEH XHU3HH.

Kencu GsicTpo BepHysnachk K jlarepio y pa3painH. OHa He
Morjia Onpene/UTh BpeMfA, HO TEHU CTAIH IUTHHHEE, H OHA
6bUTa yBepeHa, 4To JOo/DKHa pa36yauTs Monana. ITo kpaiiHeit
Mepe OH He NOAYHHAETCS BIMSHUIO BUTTI... oHa mokoneba-
Jack. JloJDKHa T OHA paccKa3aTh €My O BCTpeyde NPH MOMOLIH
xaMHs? Y Hero Torza NnosBsaTcs MPHUIUHEI HE JOBEPSATH €H, a
OHa 6bUIa yBepeHa, YTO BHDKHMBET, TONMBKO ecM MoHaH ocra-
HeTCH PAROM C Helo. TOMBKO ero 3HaHHA U OIBIT NPHUBEIH HX
cloga.

11

Kesncu 1B c1erka KocHyIach Iieda MoHaHa, ¥ oH cpasy
npocHynca. Ho Tonsko Korja oHolua MOBEPHYN K Hel JIMLIO,
OHa NOHSIA, YTO HE CTAaHET paccKa3hBaTb eMy o Burri,
TIOTOMY YTO He coOHpaeTcs BLINOIHATS €€ TpeboBaHue. JIoxacs
Ha €ero MecTO B OXanKe TpaBhl, M3 KOTOPOH OHHM YCTPOWIH
TI0CTeNb, OHA MpHKa3aia cebe cnatb. Ho BUAETH CHEI OHA cebe
He NpHKA3hIBaja ¥ TaK HUKOINA M He y3Hana, KOJAyHbs M3
OcTKapna WM cobcTBeHHOe BooOpaXeHHe cpa3y NMOIpy3WwIH
€€ B OIMH M3 CaMbIX PEAIMCTHYHBIX KOLIMapoOB.

Kencu cHOBa oKa3anach B KOMHaTe CO 3Be310M, B KOTOPYIO
MX TaK 6ecLiepeMOHHO nepeMecTwId. Ho Teneph cTeHsI 6bU1H
COBCEM €IIE He TPOHYTHI BpEMEHEM, a caMma 3Be3[a CBepKaia
B IOy XMBBIM OTHEM. A B LIEHTpPEe €€ 3alllMTHOro IOoJis
HaXoqWIOCh HEYTO COBEPLIEHHO Yyxaoe. Xynoe TeJo C cepoi
KOXeH HalnoMHMHAJIO CKeJIET C ONHOM JIMIIb TYI'O HaTSHYTOH
XoxXeii noBepx Kocteil. Hukakoit rviot. JIBa KOXHMCTBIX KpbLIa
NPUKPHIBAIM TeJIO, KaK YeJJOBeKa HAaKphIBaeT IUIALL.

Ho Bc€ BHMMaHMe AeBYLIKH 3aXBaTIIA I'0JIOBa 3TOIO Cyllec-
TBA: Y3K0e JIMII0, HOC CHILHO HAallOMHHAET KIIOB, NIOAGOPOROK
pe3ko ckouleH. JIOMMHMpOBAIM Ha 3TOM JiMlle Ilasa —
OrpoMHble M paceTouHbIe, KaK y HACEKOMOI'O, BCE BUASALINE H
— Bc€ 3HalOLIHE.
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D10 He cayra Kakoro-HuOyap Bemmkoro, KoTopwlit cBoeit
CWIOIi IPUBJIEK ero B 310 LapcTo. Her, 310 cam Benuxanii! U
cyliecTBo 3HaJI0 0 KeJicH, NOTOMY 9TO OBICTPO MOBEPHYJIOCH
M YCTPEMWIO Ha He€ CBOM HENpPOHMIIaeMbIE IJIa3a.

B pykax, GoJipllie TOXOXMX Ha KOITH XMIHOM ITTHIIHI, YeM
Ha YeJOBeYecKHe JIANOHH C MNalTbliaMM, CYLIECTBO AEpXaylo
TOHKHH CTepXeHb ¢ BEPXYLIKOH M3 TOro X€ MeTalla, 9T0 M B
pyKosiTH Meda MoHana, oH ropen cMHMM oraéM. CymmecTso
MOBEPHYJIO CTEpXEeHb M HaNpaBWIO €ro KOHLOM INpsMO Ha
Kencu.

MasieHpKHii pOT IOJ KITIOBOOOpa3HbIM HOCOM 3al€prajics,
PacKphBIBasCh M 3aKphIBasiCh, CJIOBHO CYLIECTBO NMPOH3HOCWIO
KaKylo-TO pedb, 33JaBaji0 BONPOC HWIH IUTHPOBAJIO CJIOBa
puryana. Ho Kencu Huyero He ciblllajla — HHM YUIaMH, HH
co3HaHneM. OHa TOJIBKO BHIE/A, KAK H3MEHWIOCH BRIpaXeHHe
3TOr0 NTHYBETO JHLA. JKe3N-KOMbEé MPOYEpPTHIO B BO3AYXE
cJleabl U3 roryooro abiMa. M1 B 3TOM ARIMe BRICBETWIOCH JIMLIO.

JIuo — M B TO Xe BpeMs He Juuo. Ero HemoaBIKHOCTD
CKOpee CBHIETE/ILCTBOBAJIA O TOM, YTO 3TO MAacKa, OXHAaKO
ropasno Gosiee denoBeKornoAobGHas, YyeM y BBI3BaBIIEIO €€
cywecTBa. Macka CKo/b3Hy/Ia BIepEN, K CBOeMY CO3daTellio.
Cy1iecTBO BCTANIO M pacMaxHYNO CBOM KpbUIbsl Briepén. bonb-
lie He cepble, KPhUIbS NpEeBpaTWINCh B TYMaHHBIH opeol
BOKPYT 9eJIOBEYECKOTO Teja, a CaMo CYIIeCTBO TpaHcdopMH-
POBAIOCH B XEHIIUHY.

H xoTa pyxm, OepXaBlLIWe CTepXeHb, H3MEHWIHCh, CaMO
3TO OpyXWe WIM HCTOYHHK CHJIBI ocTaloch NpeXHuM. CHoBa
OHO 3aMeJIbKAJIO B Bo3ayxe, o6Gpa3ysl CBETSIIYIOCHA JHHHMIO,
JIMHUA pacnpsaMWiIach M Hampapwiachk K Kescu.

YiuBneHHe M HACTOPOXEHHOCTb AEBYLOKH IIOCTENEHHO
CMeHWINCh cTpaxoM. OHa HeMHoro 6ourca Burria, Ho MoXeT
YCTOSATh IIPOTHB He€. A 3Ta NITHLA-XEHIINHA ropa3io CHWIbHee
Butri, KejicH HHCTHHKTHBHO ouryHiaia 3170. M HeBo3MoxHO
oIpeJe/IMTh, CTOMT JIM OHa Ha cropoHe Ceeta wim TbMbI.

Kr0... W 9r10... Tenephb TpebyeT €€ nokxopHocTH?

KesncH ourytuna teruio psaaoM ¢ coboit u npuoboapmiace.
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eii Bceraa Ka3aJoch, YTO 3710 CONMpoBoXaaeTcs xonoaoM. HMu,
BO3MOXHO, 3TO KAMEHB IIPOCHINAETCA NNPH HOBOM IPOSBICHHH
KOJIIOBCKOM CHJIBI.

«[IyrHuua usnanexa...»

B cosHanue Kencu npoHuxmu cnopa. Kak 6yaro yacts
Bompoca. Keyicu mepecraia oco3dHaBaThb CBOE (H3MYECKOE
TeJlo, IO3TOMY He KMBHYJIA, a IPOCTO NPHHSJIA 3TH CJIOBA KAK
npaBay.

«IIpobyxnaioiasa Crsauux...»

«He no cBoeii Bone!» — BO3HHUK OTBET B €€ CO3HAHMH.

«BepHuch Haza, — NMPOAOIDKAJ MbICJIEHHBIH rojioc. — Buu1
BRIOOp, U THI COBEpLIMIA €T0...»

Ha MrioseHue oHa ondaTh okasbiBaeTcd Ha Ben Bnsiip u
OBET MO pyXblOo, HalleJICHHOMY Ha OUKYIO Kouwlky. Heyxenu
HMMEHHO 3TOT BhIGOp npuBEN e€ clona?

«BpUT BBHIGOpP, — TOATBEPAWIO KPBUIATOE CYLIECTBC 3TH
oOpBIBKY BocmoMUHaHui. — Kak 6s11H M 1pyTHe U 6ynyT e1ng.
Tol ocMenuwnach MpPOHTH IO ONHOMY H3 APEBHHMX IIyTei,
OCMEJNHUIIBLCA U Ha IPYTHE... H ClUE...»

«Ts1 Xoyelns MHe 37a?» — MbIcIeHHO cripocuna Kescu.

«JIns MeHa HeT HHU Ao6pa, HM 371a. Ho ThI npobyawna cuny
B TOM MecTe, Ile OHa HeKorga xwia. M moTomy ycwinna
60pb0y. Ilpocrmaercs TO, 9YTO AONro crnajo, Oyab Temnepb
OCTOpPOXHA C 3TUM, XCHLIHHA U3 Jpyroro Mupa. bByab oueHb
OCTOpPOXHa».

CrepXeHb HAKIIOHWICS, OCBElIEHHE, H3 KOTOPOIO COTKa-
JNach XeHcKad ¢urypa, noMepkio, u Kejcu cHosa yBuiena
cepblif CKeJIeT, a Ha He€ CMOTpeNH Ila3a HacekoMoro. CMoT-
pelM U3najieka, u3-3a O6bICTPO BRIpAacTAlOLIEH HENPOXOAUMO
creHbl. M ecm Kencn xotena o6paTHThCSA K 3TOMY CyLIECTBY
3a MIOMOIIBI0, To He ycniena. Co3nanue He Cseta M He THMBI,
OHO II0 CBO€ii BoJie OTCTpaHWIOCH OT 6uTBEI. Ho 9TO Xe oHHU
pa3byawiM, 9To Terepb NPHIIUIO B DCKOp H3-3a HEYassHHOTO
sropxennus Kencu n Monana B nepervterenne cun?

«YTo TH 6ymelns fenaTh?» — ocMeWIach OHa HamocjaeaoK
CIPOCHTh Y YYXAOI0 CYILIECTBA, CHASINEIo Ha cBepKalolleH
3pe3[e.
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W y meBylIKM CIOXWIOCH BIIE€YATJICHHE XOJOTHOH Yyc-
MEIKH.

«Bp100p MpHHANIEXHUT MHE. A S HEe BBRIOHpAIO...»

[ToMellleHHe B pyHHaX, KpbUIaTo€ CyLIECTBO — BECh 3TOT
ApKuii coH MraioBeHHo Mcue3. Hanporus, Kencu okpyxuna
ThbMa ¥ NPOMO3MIbIH XoJioA. B TeMHOTe YTO-TO ABHUIajoCh,
npubIIKanock, YTo6bl B3IIAHYTh Ha He€, YTO-TO IpOCHINa-
JIOCh OTO CHa, mauBUIerocd Beka. CylllecTByeT KaKoe-TO
paBHoOBecHe. M To cyliecTBO, KOTOpoe NPHOIIXANIOCh Tenepb
x Kencn, — oGopoTHas cTopoHa xpsuiatoro. CylecTBo He
TIBITAJIOCh OOMEHUBATLCSI MBICJISIMHU, a ObUIO NMPOCTO cocpe-
JOTOYEHO Ha Hell ¥ NOCPEeICTBOM Heé MPOHMKAJIO B 3TOT MHUP.

OnacHocTs! Helb3a mMo3BoJIMTh NMPOHUKATH B cebs1 — Halo
6opoTbcs! EnMHCTBEeHHOE OpyXHe OeByIIKH — KaMeHb. Ho
OHa He pelIajlach MCIOJIL30BaTh ero 3aech. Kescu crosna B
LIEHTpe KaKOro-TO IpPOCTPAHCTBA, BpaXIcOHOIO BceMy €€
pony, U €€ JICHUBO H allaTHYHO CO3epLajI0 HEYTO TAKOE, YEro
OHa He BHJE/Ia — a TOJIbKO YyBCTBOBAJIa JIETKHE NIPHKOCHOBE-
HHUs ero JIIOGOMBITCTBA.

OyMaTe 0 KamMHe — HeT! DTO mocleAHee, YTO OHa OyaeT
nenats. [Jlymath o... beH Braiipe B ipyroM Mupe... e€ cobcTBeH-
HOM MHpe, Tie Xu3Hb TaK Jierka. M Kescu crana npeacrariars
cebe Xo/M, ero 3anaxy, BOCCTAHaBINBaThb €ro CylIeCTBOBAaHHE.

O6MaHyIOCh JIM CyLIECTBO M3 Mpaka? JleByluka He Moria
cKa3aTb, HO YTO-TO GBICTpO yHecsio e€ M3 3TOoro Mecta. OHa
NPOCHY/ach Y yBM/ENa CKIOHMBLIerocs K ce6e Monana, on
JepXaJl e€ 3a IUIeYH, CJIOBHO BBITACKMBAJI M3 TOIO OTBpaTH-
TEJIBHOTO M OIIAaCHOTO MeCTa.

— Tebe CHIWIOCH... — I'0JIOC €10 3BY4aJl 9yTh OOBHHUTEIBLHO.

— ThI IporHas coH! — oHa NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA TEIUIO — TEIUIO
He HO4YM, a NOMIHHHOH APYXObl. C Toro BpeMeHH KaK K HUM
npucoeauHwics Monan, Kecu MHOro pa3 lyMaia, 4ToO TOJIb-
KO ero 3HaHMSA H OMNBIT IIOMOIYT MM AOCTHTHYTH LEIH, K
KOTopoii Bl1e4€ET e€ KameHb. Ho TO, 4TO OH pa3bynw e€ ceityac,
— camas 6osbluas ero yciyra.

~— M&i1 pa3bynwin YTo-TO CBOMM NMPHXOAOM, — TOPOIUIUBO
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00BSICHIIA OHA IOHOLIE, TaK KaK XOTeJIa IOAEIUTBCA C APYTHM
YeJIOBEKOM, OCBOOOAUTECS OT CTpPaxa, OT YyBCTBA COOOLIHOCTH
C 4eM-TO, Yero OHa He TTOHHMaeT.

B cBeTe JyHBI AeByIIKa yBHAENA, KaK HMoHaH HaxMypwics
M yKa3aJ HajblieM Ha €€ KaMeHb, He Kacasch €ro.

— Taxoii cMMBOJM MOXeET NpHU3BaTh...

Temno ucyesno. Pazse He ero Med OTKPRLI 3Ty JBeph?

— Kimiou 65u1 TBOMM, — BO3pa3’wia OHa.

Haxe rpy JIyHHOM CBeTe CTAIO BUAHO, KaK BCIBIXHYJIO €TI0
mmo. BHayane Kencu mokasanoch, yto MoHaH He craHeT
OTBEYaTh, HO MOTOM OH CKa3aJ:

— Kaxnaplif pa3, moab3ysach CWIoOif, Mbl HapyllaeM paBHO-
Becue. M pesymbraT KacaeTcs He TOJNIBKO Hac, — JOHolIa
TIOJIOXIWI PYKY Ha METAJLT B pyKoATH. — TeGe npocTo CHIIOCH
— WIM THl OTBeYaIa Ha Yei-TO NpU3BIB?

Toraa oHa paccka3ajia eMy O KPLUIATOM CYLIECTBE M O TOM,
9TO XWI0 Bo ThMe. PoT ero pasrnagwics, pyka Kpemde cxania
Med.

— M1 yxonuM, — MoHaH noBepHY/ICS K pasBaATMHAM. —
OTO TPIOK, Yepe3 KOTOPHIif OHM Jo6upaloTcs a0 1e64. Eciin xe
MBI YHIEM... — OH yXe Ha4asl cOOHpaTh HX CKPOMHBIE TIOXUT-
K#. Cl10XMB KOITIEHOE MSCO B IVIETEHLII MELIOK, OH ITOMOT eif
HalgeThb IUIETEHKH INOBepX OOyBM, HEYKIOXHMe M HHKAK He

- 3aCTErMBalOLIUECS.

Korna oHU 3aKOHYWIN NPUIOTOBIEHHUS K IYTH, TOPU3OHT
Ha BOCTOKe mocepes. MloHaH mokasan Ha JaléKylo ropy, Ha
KOTOPYIO NOKA3BIBAJI U paHbIIE.

— Ecym nBuHeMcS K 3TOMY 3HaKYy...

— 3Haky yero? Kyna oH Hac nmpuBeET? — Bo3pa3wia OHa,
BCE€ ell€ BO3SICh C 3aBA3KAMM CBOel HeyKmioxedl oOyBH. —
Hazan B lonuny?

JIuuio ero 6vU10 MpayHo.

— ¥V JlonuHs! €CTh CBOSA 3allIMTa, HO He OBIBAET HEYSI3BUMBIX
xpenocreii. U M1 MoxeM npuBecTH 3a coboii TO, YTO CIEAUT
3a To6GOM, IPSIMO B cepAilie MecTa, KOTOPOeE JOJIKHBI 3a1LH1IATh.
Tsl roBOpHIlb, HAaC BEAET TBOM KaMeHb... OYeHb XOpoOlIo...
Toiiném 3a HUM...
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— MU otmiedéM Ha ceba omacHocTh? — He Bompoc, a
NpOTECT.

— Ecm u Tak, o ga!

OHa BcmbixHyna. KTo Takoit 3TOT BOHMH, KOTODHIA XOYeT
HCTIONL30BaTh €€ KaK MPHUMAaHKY, YTOOBI 3allIHTHTE CBOI AoM?
YV He€ HeT HMKaKoro Hoira riepen JonMmHol, npexnue Bcero eif
HaJlo IyMaTh o cBoeii 6e3onacHocTi. U aTH No 3Toi NpoKIaToit
3eMJie, IPpUYEM He B COCTOSHHH HeJaTh BhIOOp... E€ crloBHO
3aCTaBILIOT OKA3HIBAThCS B 3JIOMONYYHBIX MeCTax B CaMbIii
KPUTHYECKHMIT MOMEHT. A OHa XOYeT BCEro JIMIIb BEPHYTHCA
Hazax B Jlopmr. JlopMT? Eif Kaxercs, oHa HUKOrma o HEM He
capnnana. Ho ecnu 3axpoeT asa, To JIETKO YBUAUT cyMpad-
HBbIE 3aJ1Bl, IIe MeJICHHO ABYIKYTCSA NpU3padHble GUTYPHI, KAaK
OyaTo olueJIOMIEHHBIE CBOUM OKPYXCHHEM.

Ew€ onuH coH? I'me 3ToT JIopMT M nogeMy et HyXXHO CHOBa
no6paTteca no Hero?... CHoa? OHa HMKOrna TaM He 6Gnuial

OHa He 6bU1a, HO KTO-TO ApYTOii ObU1. ['yOBI €€ CIOXIUTHCS,
TOTOBBIE NPOU3HECTH UMA PoineliH, HO BCIIyX OHA €ro TaK M
He BBITOBOpWIa. B3AB xaMeHb, yHac/lenoBajia i1 OHa BOCIIO-
MHMHaHHUA ero NnoyImHHoH Bnanenmiel? Kencu Tak xorenock
3a7aTh 3TH Bonpochl. YenoBeKky, KOTOPOMY OHa Moria 6bl
JoBepHuThes. Takoi Morsna 6bl crath JlaroHa U3 JosMHEI, HO
OHH naseko oT JIOMMHEBI M €€ CONpPaBHTEIbHHLILI.

— Kyzna T8 nnéum? — oHa nomwia psnoM ¢ Honanowm. Tor
KODOTKO OTBETHI:

— Ckopee, KyZia Thl HOELID, Jean?

Kecn KocHyach pyKo# KaMHS U OLIyTWIA ero Teiuvio. OHa
CHsUIA C 1IeM Lielb U nogBecwia e€ Ha MU3HHLE. MenbKHyno
KaKoe-TO BOCTIOMHHaHHe, HO TaKoe CMYTHO€, YTO ACBYLIKA He
CMOrIJIa ero BoCIpHHATh. OHa CTOsUIa TaK KOTOa-To... HET, He
OHa. — npyras. )

Be3 Besaxux AeiicTBUM ¢ €€ CTOPOHBI KAMEHb HaYall pacKa-
YHBATECS — HE IO KPYIY, KaK paHblle, a CKopee BIEpEN M
Hasajl, yKa3biBasd BHadale OT He€, MoTOM Ha He€. M ykasniBai
OH Ha BocToK. Eif oTnaBasin npuka3, KoTopoMy OHa He MoIjia
He noauuHuTheA. Kencu nosepHysa B Ty CTOPOHY M Nolwia,
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3Has, 9TO OHA JeHCTBHUTEIBHO CBS3aHa U MyTEM €€ ynpasigeT
KaMeHb.

OHM BBIIUTH Ha APEBHIOI0 OOpOIY CpeaH IoJeil, Koraa Ha
Hebe BCIILIXHYIIH IpKHeE TTOJIOoCkH paccBeTa. Ha BeTBsX Komounux
KYCTOB, KOTOPbIMH TIOPOC/IHM PYXHYBIIME CTEHbI, BUCEJIH ATO-
nu1, 1 Kencu, cnexys npumepy Monana, npuHsnacs cphiBaTh
MX U OTIIPaBIATh B poT. SAronsl 66UM CIagKMMHU U TEPIIKUMH
B OJHO H TO X¢& BpeMsI, OHM OCBEXaJM, HO, KOHEYHO, 3TO He
HaCTOSAIIUI 3aBTpaK.

3abpITas gopora nepecekaja OTKPHITBIE TIOJIA, HO IOCTe-
TIEHHO O KpasiM €€ CTaM IOSBIATLCS AEPeBbs, U BCKOpe
IYTHUKH yXe LM 1o Jiecy. U3 ykpemna Bubexano He6onb-
1Io€e XUBOTHOE C SIPKO-phIXEi 1IIEPCTBIO U CKPBUIOCH, IIpexe
yeM MoHaH cMor 6pocHTE CBOIO BEPEBKY. 31€Ch XHIO MHOTO
NTHI] — OJHAKO OHM He JIeTAIH, a CHACIM Ha BETBAX H
CMOTpeIN Ha IIYTHUKOB, IneGeya M OKIMKas ApPYT OpyTa,
CJIOBHO BO3BelaJM O NMPUOHTHH YyXaKoB KaKOIo-TO CBOEIO
TOBEJINTENIA, KOTOPOMY NPHMHAIJIEXHUT 3Ta MECTHOCTbD.

Bcxope mopora cy3mwiach M NpeBpaTWIach B TPOIIKY, Han
Heil HaBMCAIM BETBHM KYCTOB, a IIOBEPXHOCTb €€ Iopocja
rycroif TpaBoii. Uepes HeKoTopoe Bpems MoHaH cxBaTil
Kesncu 3a pyxy ¥ He fajl NIPUTPOHYTHCS K BETBH KYCTa C TYCKIIO-
3eNI€HOM JMCTBOH M LIBETAMHM, MCIYCKAaBUIMMH OXYPSIOLIMIA
apoMar.

— Qapxwur, — oObSCHWI OH. — 3amax BHI3LIBAET COH, a
€CJIM KOCHEWILCS, TIOJTyIHLIb SI3BY Ha KOXE, U JaXe C IOMOLIBIO
wibeitHa e€ TpyaHO GhIBaeT 3aJieINTh. A BOH TO, — OH yKa3al
Ha MpaJHoe, TIoxoXee Ha CKeJIeT IepeBO HECKOIbKO B CTOPOHE
OT IIyTH, — 3TO TOX€ OIIAaCHOCTh. DbricTpee! — IOHOINa
HEOXMIaHHO Kpenko cxBatwi Kejcu 3a IUledH, M AeByLIKA
yTiajla; OHa TOJIbKO YC/IBINANAa CBUCT B BO3OYyXeE.

— Ilonon3mu Ha xuBoTe! — NpuKa3zan e€ cCHyTHUK. — Ecnn
He Xo4elllb TIOTy4YUTb TaKylO Xe, — OH yKa3ajl Ha TOpYaBLIYIO
M3 KycTa cepylo crpeny. Crpena Bc€ emé nqpoxana. Ecimm 6n1

oHaH He ynoxwt Kency, crpena Topdana 6ul y He€ B IUlede.

OHa 6bU1a TOX0Xa Ha 1IMII, HO pa3MepoM ¢ pyky. Jlepylka
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pelnia, 9TO CTpeJia BIIOTHE MOTIa 651 MPOKOJIOTh €€ HaCKBO3b.
Taxwue cTpensl KAKHM-TO 06pa3oM ITyCKAJIO JepeBO, Ka3aBlie-
ecsi MEPTBLIM.

ITo3TOMY MM NPHIIIOCH IOJI3TH, ¥ ACBYLIKA MOpPIIWIA HOC
OT KHCJIOTO 3anaxa FHWIOH JIMCTBbl, NOKPHBAaBIIEH TpoITy.
JBaxarl emé MMHOBAIM OHH AEpEBbA CO CTpeNaMH, Ioxa
HaKOHEIl He BBHIIUTH CHOBa Ha OTKPHITOE MECTO — IIOJISIHY,
TOYHO TAKylO Xe€, KaK Ta, Ha KoTopoii MoHaH Mcrom3oBan
cBOii Med Kak xmod. Ha cepenune nomnsuel Mionan paspeurmn
KesicH OCTaHOBHTBCA, M OHH IOEJIM MACa M HAIMWIHMCh M3
THIKBHI, HO IIJIX HEMHOTO, IIOTOMY 9TO B 3TOT J€Hb TaK U He
BCTPETIUIM HCTOYHHKOB BOJIEI.

KencH KIOHWIO KO CHY, €fl XOTenoch Jiedb Ha 3eMII0 M
ycHyTB oT ycranoctd. Ho Honan He cobuparncs octaBaThcs Ha
MecTe, ¥ M3 YIpSAMCTBA M N'OPJOCTH AEBYIUKA He CTajla Mpen-
JlaraThb OTOOXHYTb.

Bpems oT BpeMEHH OHa CIIpaBiIsUIach ¢ KAMBEM H yoexna-
Jlach, YTO OHHM OBHXYTCS B HyXHOM HanpasieHuu. Ho Kescu
Bc€ Gospime M Goiblle XOTEOCH Jiedb Ha 3eMITIO, 3aKOMAaThCA
B TYCTYIO TpaBY M BepHyThcA... Kyna?

JIHéM Ben Bnsiip ka3aicsa oueHb AaN€KMM, BCA XU3Hb A0
TOro MOMEHTa, KaK OHa JIpOlIIa Yepe3 3TH KAMHH, KOTOphle
CumoH Tperapr Hazpafl BjaTaMH, IpeBpaTWIACh B COH, 6OJIb-
1IMii COH, 9eM eé HOYHOif KoumMap. Kejicu Havyana gyMaTs O
Honane. Ero-1o HMKakoe NpHHYXICHHE HE TOHHT B 3TO
nyrewmecTtBie. Ho TombKo ero 3HaHus noka cnacaym ux. K romy
Xe caM OoH He poawicsa B JlonuHe. 310 OHa 3HaeT. 1 oH He
NOX0X Ha GOJILIIMHCTBO JIoAeH, XUBYIIMX B Heil. BosocH y
Hero cBeTJiee, a I1a3a Ha oGBETPEHHOM JIHLEe KaXyTcs Iopa-
3HTEBHO romy6emu. Ko xe Takoit lonan? BriepBrie cosHaHue
€€ OTRJIEKIIOCH OT HEMMOCPEeICTBEHHOTO OKpYXeHus U chopMy-
JMpPOBaJIO 3TOT Bompoc. JlaroHa, OY€BHOHO, BBICOKO LIEHHT
€r0, eCJIM IocJIajla B KAYeCTBE OXPaHHHKA — WIHM NNPOBOLHHKA.
Kencu Bupena emé ogHoro U3 TperaproB — KuMoka, HO B
VoHaHe HUYEro He CBUAETENLCTBYET, YTO OH ofuH u3 Tperap-
TOB. Yale oH pa3aensu1 o61ecTBO BOMHA C OTPOMHAIM TOIIOPOM
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— Vpyxa. U eln€ oHa BCTIOMHIWIA OOGWH CTPAHHBI pa3roBop:
OH BEpMT B IEPEBOIVIOLIEHHE Ayl U B TO, YTO KOIHa-To ObUI
TonapoM, y4acTBOBaBIIMM B KAKOH-TO OTYATHHOM HIpe MHOTO
CTOJIETHIL Ha3an.

— Jlanexo THl 3aXOAWI B 3Ty 3eMI0? — HEOXHIAHHO
cnpocuia Kencw.

OH noMmoiyal, NpWIaXuBas MeTII0 CBOETO MELIKa, M, He
CMOTpS Ha He€, OTBETWIL

— Orta 3eMiq ana MeHsd Hopad. Y Ha KapTax, KoToprle
Bunen B JlomiHe, e€ Her.

— Ho T8I momén co MHOIA...

— A nowén ¢ To6oit, — OTBETWI OH, — IIOTOMY YTO TAKOBa
BO3JIOXeHHasd Ha MeHsA ob6s3aHHocTb. Korga KosiayHbu Oc-
TKApIa yCTAHOBWIH KOHTAKT ¢ JIoJIMHOIA, TO OHM JOTOBOPWINCH,
YyTO MbI OymeM cCiIyxuTb UM npoBogHMKaMHM. KonayHpu He
TMOHHKMAIOT, YTo CBeT MepLaeT BO MHOTHX MECTAaX H CYLIECTBY-
0T CWIB], O KOTOpHIX AaXe B 3amucax JlopMTa HudYero He
CKa3aHo.

JlopMt! Mecto H3 €€ monycHa-moayKouimapa. Teneps eit
HYXHBI TIPSIMBI€ OTBETHI.

— Y10 Takoe Jlopmr?

— Mecro, rae xpaHsaTcs ApeBHHe 3HaHudA. IMeHHO Tam
Kumoxk Tperapt y3Hain 06 DcKope — WIH O 3eMJIe Ha BOCTOKE,
KOTopas cTajia 3allpeTHOM Ui ApeBHeil pachl, KOria OHM
Oexamu oT BoiH Bemukux.

Honan Bcran, mansa Ha Kescu cBepXy BHHS.

— Yto roeopur TBoH kaMeHb? B Kakyio ctopoHy?

Or He€ 10HOWIA MepeBEN B3MIAA Ha OKpYXalollue JepeBbs.
Kesncu He xoTenoch CHOBa YITyG/IATHCA B OTIACHYIO NOJYTHMY,
HO He ObUTIO CMBIC/IA M OCTaBaThCA Ha OTKpPHITOM MecTe. OHa
TOPOIUIHBO NMoJBecIa KaMeHb. TOT CHOBa yKa3ajl — Ha 3TOT
Pa3, KaK nokxasanoch Kesicu, ckopee Ha ceBep, XOTd Y He€ He
6rUI0 OmbITa XUTENA Jieca WIM IyTelleCTBEHHUKA, YTOORI
yTBEpXIaTh 3TO.

TpocTHHKM M WIGeiiH, MOKPLIBaBIIHE HX OOYBEL, HCTEPIIHUCH
M H3JIOMAIUCh B IIYTH, OT HHMX OCTABAJIHCh OOHHM TOJILKO
O6pBIBKM. A NOOGIM30CTH 3THX pacTeHHMil He GBUIO BHOHO,

373



910681 BO30GHOBHTD 3a1MTy. CHOBA 10 06€ CTOPOHEI TPOITH
Bo3Bunnaics Jiec. Tponma Bckope Boobune ucuyeana, u Kenacu
saMeTwna, 910 MoHaH nomeén menneHHee. BpeMs or BpeMeHH
OH OCTAHABIMBAJICA U TIOAHMMAJI TOJIOBY, JIOBA BETep, KaK
XWBOTHOE, KOTOpoe HOET MO HE3HAKOMOH TEppUTOPUH H
TILITAETCS YIYATh ONAaCHOCTS.

W aru npuxoawioch 3Ur3araM U3-3a ICpeBbEB CO CTPEJIaMH
H 3apocieii dapxwuia. OqHaXabl, MOA3s1 MUMO O4YepeJHOTo
nepeBa, KejcH pykoii HaTKHynach Ha Kpyriblii KamMeHb. ToT
TOBEpHYJICS NOA €€ BeCOM, H Ha He€ 31106HO ycTaBwics yepen!
M xora Oyrphl Haj mla3aMM U LIHPOKHWE CKYMBl BBINISIENH
JOBOJILHO HEOObIYHO, Yepell ObUT O4eHb MIOX0X Ha dejioBeyec-
KWii. [leBymiKa HErpOMKO BCKPDHKHYJAa OT OTBpallEHUS, H
Vonan nosepHy K Heii ronoBy. Ho oHa yxe yBuaena elné asa
CepOoBaThIX BEICTYNA Mepen coboif... OHM NPOABHUTANHCH IO
MOCTOBOMH M3 Yepenos!

Koraa oHa cripociia, KOMY MOT IPHHAIEXaTh 3TOT Yepell,
KaKHe CYLIECTBA YMHPAJIH 30€Ch... U 30€Ch... U ellE BIepeaH,
06pasys OTBpaTHTENbHBI MyTh, MoHaH moxavan ronosoii. ¥
NpOAOJDKaJ ABUTATLCA BIIEPEN, XOTS OHA IYTh HE OTKA3alach
cJienoBaTh 3a HUM. HakoHe1l OHM NpUOM3WIHCDH K IIEPBOMY U3
MOHOJIUTOB.

Cron6 Toro xe ceporo LBeTa, 9TO M Yepena M AepeBns CO
CTpejiaMH, BO3BBIIIAJICA M3 3apocCiieii, KaK TMTaHTCKUI najel,
YKa3bIBalOLIHIA Ha He60, — eci 6B MOXHO ObUIO PasIIsAeTh
Hebo Moj HaBHCAIOLIUMH BETBSIMH.

Kamens 651 Boilne MloHaHa M MaccHBHee, H XOTS OH BeCh
3apoc, JIETKO MOXHO OBLIO pasmisgeTh H3oOpaXeHUe cierka
HaKJIOHUBLIErocsi BIEpElN CylIecTBa, OQHA MacCHBHas pyka
KOTOPOTO WIH Jiala ¢ KOITSMH ObLIa NMPOTSHYTa Briepén — K
Iobprye.

Kencu 3arawia gexaHue. C Toro BpeMEHH, KaK Hayaloch
3T0 e€ HEBOJIbHOE MNyTellecTBHE, OHAa BHAENA MHOXECTBO
CTpaHHBIX (opM XH3HHM, HO 3Ta OhlIa caMas 3IoOHas: C
COTHYTBIMH IUIe4YaMH, TaK YTO CYLIECTBO Ka3ajloch ropbarnim,
M eIBa 3aMETHOM lieeif ¢ OrpoMHO# rosloBoii, Hall KOTOpoH
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KOHYCOM INOAHMMaJach rojiast Makyinka. Ho xyxe Bcero B 3ToM
YPOLTHBOM CyliiecTBe ObUIM IV1a3a — ITyGoKue, Kak aMbl. M 310
oKa3aJIuch He NMPOCTO ALIPHI B KAMHE, AaXe He BCTaBJICHHLIE
B KaMEHb JparoleHHOCTH...

OHa nocMoTpeJIa NpsSIMO B 3TH IVia3a U axHyna. TogHO KaK
y Toii cobakM y BpaT, 3TH fAMhI OLUTH IOJHBI XEJTOBATOIO
raMeHH. HecMoTps Ha To, 9TO 3TO YyHOBHILE BHICEYEHO M3
KaMHs1, I71a3a y Hero — xuBble! HeyXenn B KaMHe 3aKITIOY€H
KTO-TO XHMBOH — IUVICHHHMK Oe3 HaxeXasl oopecTd cBoboay?

Heoco3nanHo Kencu noaHsia KolmoBcKo# KaMeHb, He
DA Ha Hero, TMOTOMY YTO, He OTPBLIBAasiCh, CMOTpeEjia Ha
XErTOoe IUIaMsI B 3THUX IVIa3ax-sgMax.

— Her! — VoHaH cxBaTwn €€ pyKy ¢ KaMHeM. — Her!

Kencu népHynace, cTpax e€ ycwiwica crokpatHo. Ho BouH
KpeInKo JepXaJ AeBYLIKY 33 pyKH, IIp¥DKHUMasl HX K 60KaM, TaK
YTO OHa He MOIIa TIOLIEBEJIMTLCH, He MOIVIa MCIIOJb30BaTh
CBOE €IHHCTBEHHOE OpYXHe.

— Br10 Habmonarens. He Hao eMy HU9ero noka3nBaTh, —
cxasan HMonan. OH NoBepHYN JEBYLIKY, OHAa OTOpBalach OT
XENTLIX T/a3 U ocBoboamwiack. OcBoGoAMIaCcE, BEpOSITHO, OT
ONHOM M3 CaMbIX CTPAIHBIX ONACHOCTEH 3TOro MecTa.

INo-npexHeMy nepxa e€ 3a pyKy, CJIOBHO OIlacasich, 9T0 OHa
He NpHUCIIylIaeTcs K ero npeaynpexaeHuio, MoHan noramwi
IeBYLUKY 3a co0oli, HOTH MX B OOpBIBKAaX WiGeifHa CKONb3WIH
110 Jopore U3 YepernoB.

— OHo HabmonaerT... OHO XHBoe!

— He oHo, a TO, YTO CMOTPHT Yepe3 Hero, — Bo3pa3wi BOUH.
— Iloka3aB xaMeHb, Thl MOIVIa 6b1 YHHITOXHUTD Habmonare,
HO TIOAHsUIa GBI TPEBOTY...

OH ocTaHOBWICSA Ha MoaycioBe. PsamoM ¢ ruGenbHoOl Tpo-
noii crosuio ewé onHo cyiecTBo. [loxoxee Ha mepBoe, HO
BhIpe3aHHOe He M3 KaMHA. Her, 310 Bropoe 6bU10 U3 nepesa.
[nsg 3Toro HCNoNb30BaIM KAKOE-TO THTaHTCKOEe IepeBo, M
OCTaTKH ero Kopbhl, 3apoclIMe MXOM, OOpa3OBBIBANM LIKYpY
cymecTsa. Te xe caMble IMa3a-aMel... BpocHs Germprii B3N,
JEBylIKA OTBesa Ma3a. OHH ToXe XWBbLIE.

OHa BhIcBOGOIWIACh M3 XBATKH MoHaHa M KaK MOXHO
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OBICTpee mollia MO JOPOre U3 4YepenoB, YTo6bl M36eXaTb
HOBOIi BCTpe4H ¢ Habmonare;1aMu. M mo myTH s u3peaka
6pocasa B3r11ABI IO CTOPOHAM, YTOOBI yoenuThC S, YTO GoJIblie
HabmonaTenei Her.

Bo3ayx noa nepeBbSIMH OBUI HEMMOABIDKEH, CWIBHO NaxJio
THWIOH JIUCTBOM, CpeAy KOTOPOii Jexanu Yepena. OTKyaa-T1o
NOBEIO TEIUIOM — HO He TeM 3alIUTHBIM TEIUIOM, KaK OT
KaMH$, a 60JIe3HEHHBIM JIMTTKUM TEIUIOM, pa3JlaraloluM JyX ¥
TeJo.

OnHako gopora TAHy/Iach NpsAMO, U AeBYIIKA BHAEIA OCTAT-
KU cpyOJIEHHBIX NIpH e€ NpOoKIaaKe APeBHMX AepeBbeB. TYT U
TaM BHIHENHMCh HOBbIE POCTKHM, OHM PacCTaJIKMBAJIU y/IbI6a10-
ummecs yepena. Ho craryit uM Gosblile He NMONagaloCh.

He nonananocs, TOKa OHH He MPOLIUTH Yepe3 3apoCi U He
BBILIUIHA Ha OTKPBITOE MecTo. Jlopora yepenoB He KOHYWIACh Ha
ONylIKe, UM JaXe N0Ka3aJloch, YTO 4Yepemna YIOXEHbI 3IeCh
IUTOTHEE.

— Hopora 3aBo€BaHHBIX, — BIIEPBbIE CO CBOEIO NpeayI-
peXIeHHs B Jecy 3aroBopwi MonaH. — OueHp cTaphlif
obbryaii. Ecny BRUIOXHTB JOpPOTyY, IO KOTOPOH MAELIL, IoJIo-
BaMM BparoB, 3TO JeJlaeT Nnobeny HamboJsiee MOJHOMH, — HO
Keincu ensa cnsiiiana ero. OHa cMoTpea Biepél, Ha MacCHB-
HoOe M3BasHHE... CYLIeCTBA, BO3ABUTHYTOE TaM.

Ecin Te aBa, YTO OHH BHACIH B JieCy, IOKA3aJIMCh eif
OTPOMHBIMH H TIIATEJIBHO BhIPE3aHHBIMH, TO YTO Xe MOXHO
cKa3atb 06 aToM?

Jopora Yepenos Besa NpsMO K 9yNOBHLIHOMY OploXy cTa-
TYM, NTOYTH TAKOM Xe OrpOMHO#, KaK pa3BajIMHLB], KOTOphbIE
OHM OOHapyXIWwH paHblue. Pyku e€ 6bU1H BRITSHYTH H YIIHpa-
JIMCh B 3eMJIIO, KAaK CTOJIObI, OHHM TNOOACPXUBATIH IHTaHTCKOE
TeNOo; CYLIECTBO HaKIOHWIOCH BIIEPEI ¥ CIOBHO Pa3IsAbIBAJIO
NpUOAIKaBIIMXCA MOAeH.

12

B ToM MecTe, rIe rpoMo3aKoe 6ploXo YyAOBHILA Kacaloch
3eMJIM, TeMHeNla AbpIpa TaKMX NpaBWIbHLIX OYEPTaHHUH, YTO
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6rl1a moxoxa Ha aBepb... JIBepp kyma? Kencu ocMemmnach
6pocuTh Ha He€ OpIcTpLIH B3rIAA. Ho HHKaKoro agckoro orus
He yBHIEJIa — TOJLKO TEMHYIO Nelnepy.

OT BHE3aNmHOIo pe3KOoro 3ByKa [JOeBYLIKA M caMa YyTb
BCKpHKHY7Na. Beab 3TOT 3Beph nepen Hell He XHMBOi, OH He
MoXeT KpuiaTb. HeT, Kpuyaiiy KpbUlaThble CyLIecTBa Y HETO Haj
TOJIOBOM: fIpKO-ajIble, XOTS yXe HAaYWHaJICAd Bedyep, TOJBKO
KJTIOBBI U JIAIThl YePHEIH, TOJOOHO OTBEPCTHIO B KOHLIE AOPOTH
4epenos.

CymecTBa 06pa3oBaiu KpyT Hajl N'oJIOBOIM YyqOBHIIa, HO BOT
KpYT pa30opBayics, ¥ OHH ycTpeMwInch BHHM3. MoHaH, B cBolo
oyepenb, 3aKpH4Yasl, MOXET, XeJast mogboapuTs ce6s1, H B3Max-
HYJ HaJj FoJIOBOM BepEBKOM ¢ rpy3oM. Ho Ha 3ToT pa3 oxoTwics
OH He pany eabl. BepéBka nonerena Tak 6r1cTpo, yro Kescu ¢
TPYyAOM pasnuyaia e€, U obepHy/lach BOKPYT AJIMHHOM leH
OIHOTO U3 JIETYHOB, COPOCHB ero Ha 3emMmo. TaM OH 3abmuicd,
IBITAsICh OCBOGOAUTLCS.

Onnaxo VMoHaH yxe NpUIoToBIWICS M OMHUM B3MaXoM Meya
oTpyou eMy ronoBy. Ho Tyr xe no/keH ObLT YBEPHYTBCH OT
HaraJeHMs JpYToro JIETYHa, YCTpEMHUBLIETOCsA K HEMY C BHITA-
HYTBIM KIIOBOM-KHHXaJIOM. M 3TOT OcTasncs nexath Ha 3eMmie
6e3 roioBhl, XOTA M NPOAOJDKAN AEpraThcA.

Tpetuii yctpeMwics csepxy Ha Kenicu. JleByinka 3akprnyaia
H nojHsU1a KaMeHb. OHa He Halesulach OTOMTLCS: CYLIECTBO
6BUTO B NOJIOBHHY €€ pocTa, a KpbUIbSA TAaKHE LUMPOKHUE, YTO MX
TPYAHO OXBAaTHTb B3TJLSIAOM.

KaMeHb BCIBIXHYJ, M CYLIECTBO OTBEPHY/IO B CTODOHY.
Kencu, co crpaxoMm miaaeslias eMy Beiell, 3aMETHIA B 3TOT
MHur Koe-4to emg. M3 mmpoxoro xmosa, 3aHMMaBLIETO TPETh
TOJIOBBI, TOKA3AJIUCh JBa 06J1a9Ka KpaCHOBATOIO AbIMa, HUKA-
Koe IUlaMs He MNHTal0 HX; OHM MOAHSUINCH BBEPX, He
pacceunBasich, U 06pa3oBaM OTYETIMBO BHAMMOE O0JAyKo.
Yxe crymanmcs CyMepKH, HO 3TOT bIM — WM JbIXaHHe — GbUT
BIIOJIHE Pa3IM4MM.

IITuLe! cHOBa Hanamy Ha MoHaHa, pelmB, no-BHANMOMY,
YTO C 3TUM NPOTHUBHUKOM MM Jierye cripaBUThcA. OTMaxuBasch
Me4oM, OH, YyTh 3aAbIXasich, KpukHyn Kencu:
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— He no3Bossii uM 3aMKHYTh KpyT. PaspriBaii!..

OHa B3MaxHyJla KAMHEM, HE HaJIesICh OTOTHATh JIETYHOB, HO
3aMeTIUIa, YTO OHH OTIUATBIBAIOTCS OT UCKP, KOTOpBIE HCITyC-
KaJlo e€ eqMHCTBEeHHOe opyxue. M neBylka BCTala CIIMHOM K
crmne MoHaHa.

— Has3zan B 1ec? — oTOHBasiCh, C TPYAOM CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Henb3sa. Hactymaer Hous, — oTBeTw1 oH. U Kencn
NOHsUIa MYAPOCTh 3TOro peineHus. OT NTHL-TO OHH IOA
JIepeBbLSIMH CM2CYTCs, 3aTO CTaHYT JIETKOM NOObrYel Apyrux B
3ToM Mecte ToMbl. 1o xpaliHeli Mepe Ha OTKPLITOM MECTE OHU
BMIST HaNagalollyX.

Ewé TpH IITHIBI Ay oT Meva MoHaHa, Ho ocTambHEIE No-
TpeXHeMy TbITAJIUCh BBHICTPOUTb BOKPYT TOJIOB ITyTHHKOB
Kpyr. ¥ TonpKo MOCTOSTHHBIE yaaphl VioHaHa He JaBauy MM
3aMKHYTB €ro.

Kencu He moHuMana, modeMy OHHM NpPOCTO He YAETAT
nosblie, yto6sl MoHaH He cMor no HuX HoTsHyrcea. Ho,
OYEeBUOHO, UM HYXHO OBUIO JepXaTbCs BO3JIe 3eMJIH U TeX,
KOO OHH XOTEJIH 3aXBaTHTh.

JleBylKa riryGOKoO BOOXHYJA U 3aKalUISLIach, TOPJIo M I71a3a
y Heé ropenn. Ha HUX omyckasncs IbIM, BbIABIXaeMblii YyOBH-
wwaMu. OHa oT9asTHHO B3MaxHyJa Lernblo. 1Tyl 31o oTmyruBaio,
HO Ha BO3lyXe HHMKaK He CKa3hIBaJoch. KejicH cHOBa 3aKalll-
JsUlach, OHA YyTh He 3afOXHY/Nach OT BO3AyXa, KOTOPBIM
BBIHYXIeHa 6pU1a Ablnarth. B Hocy u ropie Bc€ ropeno. [asa
3aCJIE3WINCh, TaK YTO OHA IIOYTH IepecTaya BUIETh YTO-JIH0O.
Ho aesyiiika yaepxupanach Ha Horax ¥ IipoJoJDKajla OTTOHATD
HOBYIO ONIACHOCTb — TOJBKO KAMEHBb TYT €ifi He IOMOT.
Heyxenu oHa ciMiIKOM Hajesulach Ha HEIro, IIOTOMY YTO
paHblle OH €€ He moABoawi? BceMy ecTb rpaHHMIbI, U OHH,
BEPOSITHO, JOCTHUIJIM CBOETO NpeAea.

Iotomy yto MoHaH Toxe clwIbHO 3aKauvusuics. OH OTcTy-
I, TIP¥DKABIIINCH IUTIe4aMH K criiHe KesicH, ¥ oHa YyBCTBOBANa,
KaK KallieJlb PBET ero Teno. IITHIbI CHOBAa 3aKpHYaiH, KaK B
CcaMOM Hayajie, HO Tellepb B MX Pe3KHX KPHMKAaX CJIbIUAIOCH
TOPXECTBO.
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Ona ouyTwia, Kak o6Msax MoHaH, u enBa ycnena B3MaxoM
1IeITH OCTAHOBHTH JJIOOHKIN KITIOB, HalleJIeHHBII Ha JieXaBIIero
Ha 3eMJie BoMHa. YacTb JMLia, BUAHafA e€if, ObUIa MOKPHLITA
KpOBBIO, LUIEM CABHHYJCA Habok. IltuMua, HamaBinas Ha
Monana npsMo Ha 3emie, ToOMBITaNach KIIOBOM YAApHTb
YeJloBeKa, CTapaBLIerocsl BCTaThb.

— He pgaBaii... KpyT... — BBIAOXHYJ OH.

Ho 6nuio yxe mosaHo. Kescu Kauuisuia M MCIBHITHIBajIa
TaKylo 60JIb, CJIOBHO Y He€ BhIBOpauMBaIo J€rkue. OHa Morjia
TOJNBKO COTHYThcS Han MoHaHOM, AepXa Hal HUMM OGOHMMH
KOJIIOBCKO# KaMeHb. [ITHLIa, XaxXnaBlnas IpOH3UTh €€ CITyT-
HHKa, OTCTYIIWIA.

Kakue-To Karu ynanu us Hoca Kencu Ha MonaHa, u oHa
yBHIEJA, YTO TIO €ro KOJbYyre Te4ET KpoBb. Temeps ropno
Pa3phIBAJIOCH TaK, YTO BCE OCTAIBHOE XA3aJIOCh HEBAXHBIM:
XOTEJIOCh TOJIbKO OAHOIO — HAWTH CIlaceHHe OT 3TOrO SIOBHU-
Toro obnaxa.

Briepeau oHa yBHJENa OTKPHITOE NPOCTPAHCTBO, NPOXOX B
3allOJITHEHHOM TAHUYIOUIUMH KPaCHBIMH MOLIKAMM TyMaHe.
Ha xoneHsx, nepxa kaMeHb B ONHOHM pyKe, a Apyroi Tauma
HMonana 3a nmosic, AeBy1IKa NONOJI3Na B TY CTOPOHY, K IIpH3pat-
Hoit cBoGonE.

Ilonauany KesicH He TIoHMMasa, 9TO €€ Tyaa HalpaBIgioT.
Ho coBceM cxopo oHa o6Hapyxwia npasay. O61ako nogHs-
Jioch, U BNEpegH NEBYLIKA YyBUIe/la YEPHOE OTBEPCTHE, H
TOJILKO B HEM HMeJlach BO3MOXHOCTb AbIIIaTh — TeNeph 3TO
yxe OnUlo BonpocoM Xxu3HH. [locnenHee ycwme... EmE oaxo
yCWIHE M MTHOBEHHOE OCO3HaHMe ONIACHOCTH: OHa Yy 3/10Be1led
IBEpH B OTPOMHOE OpIOXo YymOBMILA, OHA NOJN3ET TyAa, Talla
3a co6oii MoHana.

Kenrcu mombiranach NOBEPHYTb, HO TYT Xe Ilepel HeH
3aCJIOHOM ONYCTWICS KpacHbIi TyMaH. Kalwisia, ounyias BKyc
COOCTBEHHOMH KPOBH, OHa yIiaja BHepEl, B NOJIHYIO TEMHOTY,
M IOTEpsUIa CO3HaHUeE.

Koraa Kescu npuimna B cebsl, e€ oKpyXaJ MOJIHbIA Mpak.
B nepBoe MIrHOBEHHE ACBYLIKA HE MOIVIa BCIIOMHHTD, a IIOTOM
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€€ OXBaTHJ YXac, KOrja oHa IOHsIA, Kyaa uX 3arHanu. Ho oHa
OYHyJIachb He TaM, Kyla Ionaja BHayajle, MCIyraHHasd M
onuHokas. Tenepp, Korga AeBYlLIKAa MOJHOCTBIO NpHUUIA B
cebs1, OHa O0Ka3ajlach B KAKOM-TO TEMHOM MecTe, IpHHaIeXa-
weM 3ToMy MHUpY. Temo 6oneno. Pykamm Kencu Haurymata
KaMeHb, IpyObIii M BaaxHbli. [IoToM JOTpOHYNAach A0 KaKoii-
TO CJIM3H M Ope3rIMBO OTAEPHYJIA PYKY.

KeJicu crioTHy/a, ropJio no-npexHeMy CaqHIIO OT Kpac-
Horo TyMaHa. Ho TeMHoTa BOKpyr ObUla Takas MoOJHas, 4TO
AeBYLIKA MIOX0JIOAE/Ia OT HOBOTO CTpaxa: MOXET, OHa OcCJIeILIa.
C TpyaoM OHa NOAHSUIa PYKY: CWIBI, Ka3aJloCh, COBEPLIEHHO
OCTAaBWIM €€, IIOTEPJIa 3aKPhIThIE IV1a3a, CHOBA OTKPBLIA: IycTas
TEMHOTA.

I'ycTas... y He€ Kak 6yaTO MMEIMCh CBOM, OCOGbIE KadecT-
Ba... JaBsLIas, CXMUMaloLlas. JleBylluKa ynépiack pyKaMu B 110N
M 4yThb NPUNOAHSUIACH, PACCYUTHIBAs TOJILKO Ha ciayx. Hm
3ByKa. MOXeT, CJIyX TOXe OCTaBWI €€, KaK U 3peHHue?

— MoHaH! — HMKAKOTrO OTBeTa Ha eé KpuK. I'ne 651 OHa HY
Haxoawiach, OHa OfHa.

KescH olxyTiia TSOKECTh Ha IpyAH. BTO TO, Ha YTO OHA yXe
NpUBLIKIIA HalesaThCs. Pyka e€ cxana XOJIOOHBIII KaMeHb.
TaxuM MoxeT OBITH M0G0 OyabDKHMK. 2KH3HBD H TeIUIO,
KOTOpble OHa Olifylliajla B HEM ¢ caMoro Havaja, ucuednn. OH
MEpTB...

MépTB? MoxeT, 3TO H eCThb CMEPTh, ¥ OHA NOrpy3WIach U3
XW3HM B BeYHbIH Mpak?

U Tonnko TyT, KOrja OT CTpaxa OHa YXe HadHHajla TepATh
KOHTpoJb Haj coboii, Kescu ynoBwia He 3BYK, a KaKylo-TO
IpoXb, CTAHOBHUBIUYIOCSI BCE CHJIbHEE, NMPOHMKABLIYIO B €6
Tesio. OTKyna-To NpUULUIa cepUs YIapoB, HO He PeryIsipHOIo
puT™Ma, Kakoii ObU1 y GapabaHoB ¢acoB, a CIIOBHO OHMeHHe
cepAua, cepalia TAKOIo MOLIHOIO, YTO €T0 yAaphl OTAAIOTCA BO
BCEM OTDOMHOM Telle.

YeEpHrle BopoTa B 6proxo yymosuila... Moxer, To, BO 4TO
OHa BollUIa, obnazaeT cobcTBeHHOMH XM3Hbi0? OHAa OTLIATHY-
JJachb OT 3TOro MNpEeAToJIOXEeHHUS: Jaxe B 3eMie, IOJIHOMH
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HeOo6LIYHOTO U NMPHU3PAYHOTO, TAKOTO CYIIECTBOBATh HE MOXET.

JleByllIKa cesla U B TEMHOTE PYKAaMH OLIyTiajia CBOE Teo.
INocneauue o6pbIBKM MNOeitHa MCYe3u ¢ HOT, HO Ha rosice B
HOXHaxX BUCeJI IIMHHBIA HOX — 4YacTh BOOpPYXeHMs J11060ro
xwurensa Jomurel. Kencu u3Bnexna ero u3s HoXeH, onacasch
BLIDOHHMTh B NMOJIHOM TEMHOTE CBOE €IMHCTBEHHOE OpYyXMe:
To-BHAMMOMY, KAMEHbL OCTaBHJI €€.

OHa H He IHITAI1ach BeTaTh. JlepXa HoX HarotoBe, Keicu
pasBena pyku. V1 Bc€ BpeMsl B He# X CTpax, YTo OHa ocleIlia,
M 9TO BCe €€ ABIDKCHHS BUIST Te, KTO YCTPOMI €€ IUIEHEHHE.
Ho oHa He MoIJ1a BeYHO CHIETD TYT, B OXHIAHUHU HanaleHUs
HEM3BECTHOTO.

E€ xaMeHb 3a5ie]1 3a CTEHY, NOCIBILIAJICS HETPOMKHI TPECK,
H 3TO KaKMM-TO 06pa3oM HapylIWio pUTM YAApOB, KOTODLIE
CTaHOBWIHNCH BCE cwibHee. HeoxunaHHo pyka e€ yoapuiachk o
KaKoe-To NnpenAarcTeye, U Keycu 6bICTpo olifynajia KaMeHHYIO
Tiperpany: oHa He MOIVIa IOTSIHYThCA A0 €€ Bepxa, a B CTOPOHBI
CTeHa yXOoAWIa Jajblie €€ pyK.

Jepxach pykamMH 3a 3Ty CTeHy, oHa BcTana. [lom 6pin
XOJIONHBIH, HEMPUATHLIN, NMOKPLIThIA CIM3BI0, 2 CTEHA TEIUIAA,
NpUIEM 9eM Bhlllle, TeM Teviee. CTeHa yXxoawia Jajieko BBepX,
M Jlaxe BCTaB Ha LIBITIOYKHM, OHA HE JOCTaBaja A0 KOHIA.

. JJpoxs 3aech olryianach eue 3aMeTHee, H Keyicu nogyma-
JIa, 4TO €€ cepille oTBeyaeT OMEHHSIMH B TOM XE pPHTMe.

OHa OCTOpPOXHO IBHHY/IACh HAIpPaBO, OLIYITbIBAS KAXIbIi
LIar NPOTAHYTHIM HOCKOM HOTH, a NaJbLIaMH PYKH AepXach 3a
creHy. TbMa 3acTaBisaia €€ TepATb YBEpEHHOCTb B cebe, M
Kencu cHOBa M CHOBa NbITaNach BOOGpa3uTh, YTO Xe XAET €€
BIIEpea.

N TyT pyka e€ cockoib3Hyla ¢ KaMHS — JBepnr? OHa
MEJIECHHO M OCTOpOXHO noBepHynack. ITon xasanca gocra-
TOYHO HaNEXHBIM. PyKy ¢ HOXOM JeByllIKa IPOTAHYNA AaJIbllle
BIIPaBO U OJHOBPEMEHHO YC/IbIIAlA U OLIYyTIWIA HOBOE IIpe-
nsarerBue. Utak, aseps. Ho no-npexxeMy HHKAKoOro CBETa, U
Janblle MATH NMPHAETCA C TEMH Xe MNpPeIOCTOPOXHOCTAMH.
Moxer, Nydine NpeaBapHTENbHO OGOMTH BCE TOMElIEHHE,
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npexae 9eM yIIyOnsaTbesd B 3TO OTBEPCTHE, KOTOPOE MOXET
MPHBECTH TOJLKO K HOBOMY 3aKMIOYEHHIO.

Kencn MHHOBajIa OTBEpCTHE M CHOBa Halynajia CTEHY.
Temneps OHa Hadajla CYUTATh H BCKOpe OOHApyXWiIa yroji, TaM
MOBEpPHYJia M TOLIUIa BAOJL HOBOM CTeHbl. B Tpéx 1marax
JlaJipllle OKA3aJIOCh €1€ OMHO OTBEPCTHE, H M3 HETO IOHECJIOCH
IyHOBeHHe Bo3nyxa. Ho He WHMCTOro ocBeXalollero BeTpa,
KaKoii OyeT BO BHEUIHEM MUpe. 3iech Naxjo BJIaroii M pasio-
XenueM. HeT, ciona uaTH He CTOJIO.

Bckope Kencm ycraHoBMIa, YTO OYHY/Iach B KOMHaTe, B
TPEX M3 YETHIPEX CTEH KOTOPOH MMEIOTCH NPOXOALI; TPETHit
6bUT TOYHO TaKKUM, KaK M Ba npeasiayinnx. MTak, oHa foymkHa
6bU1a BHIOpPATh OOHUH M3 OBYX.

OHa BepHyZnach K NepBOMYy M HEMHOIO IpolUia BIepén:
ocsi3aHMe MMOACKA3BIBAJIO, YTO OHA ABMIKETCS 110 Kopuaopy. Eit
He XOTeJIOCh NOJIL30BaThCS PYKAMH: YJaCTKH CJIU3H Ha CTEHAX
BCTPEYATHCh 3[eCh Yalle, HHOTIa OHM COEIMHSUIMChL APYT C
IpYroM, H OHa YacTO IPOBOAWIA MO HMM mnanbuaMu. Kencu
OYeHb CTapajlach MBICJIEHHO NpeJCTaBUTh cebe 3To MecTo, HO
6e3 noMolIM 3peHUs €€ BoobOpaxeHue ObLUIO OrpaHHYCHO, U
OHa BBIHYXIO€Ha ObUIa IIPU3HaTh, YTO HHUYETO HE MOXET
cIeNaTh, TOJABKO HATH, CJICTIO HALIYTIBIBAA ITYTh B 3TOM TEMHOM
nabupHHTe.

ITanbisl €€ KOCHY/INCh KAKOH-TO MacChl, 3alicITMBILEHCS 3a
CTeHy, Macchl BJIAXHOI, codalleiics XHMIKOCTbIO, H OT Heé
MOBESUIO TEM X€ 3aIlaXxoM pa3ioXeHHsd, YTO M M3 BTOPOIo
npoxoaa. JdeByllIKa TOPOIUIMBO BHITEPJA PYKH O OploKH, HO
Terneph 3amnax pasJioXeHHsI CONPOBOXAAN €€ BCIONY.

JlpoXb cTaHOBWIAch BCE CWIbHee H... KeicH MHUrHyna,
TIOTOM MUTHYJIa el€ pa3. OHa He MorJIa OLIMGUTHCS: BIIEpeaH
MOKa3aJicsl KAKOM-TO NCTOYHHK CBeTa, ThMa Gonblie He 6buia
TaKoii IVIOTHOM, KaK paHblue. OHa yCKOpPWIA Iar ¥ B3IOXHYJa
¢ obneryeHHeM, Koraa TeMHOTY CMEHIJIA CepocTh. Terneps oHa
BH€JIa CTEHBI M 60Jblie He 60s1ach NPUKOCHYTHCS K TYCKIIOH
YyE€pHOIi Macce, pacTyllei Ha cTeHaX, Kak MOX Ha CTaTye B Jiecy.

WoHnan! B co3HaHMM €€ BcE BpeMs GbU1 BOMH JIOMMHEL,
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KAKMM OHa BHIeJla €ro B IOCJICAHMI pa3. KaluUISIOUWiA B
TymaHe. Ucciexys KoMHary, B KOTOpoii oHa mpHuUIa cebs,
JIeBYlIKa YCTAHOBWIA, YTO €ro TaM HeT. I'ie Xxe oH?

Ceprlii cBET Tenepb NMPOHU3BIBAIM KpaCHOBAaThle JydH, M
Kencu vcnyranack HOBO# BCTpEYH C ILIMOM, KOTOPHBIi YyTh He
nory6mi ux o6omx, HO YHTH OT CBETa M CHOBA NOTIPy3HUTLCS BO
TbMy IIpocTo He Morna. KpacHoe cTaHOBWIOCH BCE sfpuUe.
Ka3asnocs, yro pyxu KejicM NOKpBUIMCh KPOBbBIO, BHICTYIIHB-
1me U3 XWI Ha noBepXxHocThb. CTasIo TeIvlee, ropaso Terviee.
Ycunmnach ¥ BOHb, HO HH cjiefia JIVIIAIOLIETo AbIMa, KOTOPBIi
BBIABIXQIM YyOOBHIIA.

Ewé pecars waros, n Kejcu okasanach y HOBOTo oTBepc-
T4a. OnycTHBIIMCH Ha KOJIEHHM, [AEBylIKa 3aryIIHyJa B
TIPOCTPAHCTBO, 3aTlIOJJTHEHHOE KpPacHBIM cBeToM. OHa Haxoau-
Jlach Ha GaJIKOHE WJIHM aHTPECOH HaL GOJNBIINM NTOMELIEHUEM,
OTKpHIBIIEMCS Tlepe] Helo, H JeBYLIKA 3aCThUIa, NPIKABLINChH
XHMBOTOM K KAMHIO, IIBITAfICh CXAThCS M CTaTh HEBHIMMOI.
IToToMy yTO OHa GoJbloe He ObUTa OOHA.

Hx 3necp pasry/iMBajo He MeHbllle NOJYNIOXHWHBI, OHA He

MoOIVIa CKa3aTh TOYHO, IOTOMY YTO OHH NPUXOAWIH ¥ YXOAWIH,
M TOJBKO TpPOE€ OCTaBAJHUCh TNOCTOSSHHO Ha MecTe — Ha
6ayKoHe, TAKOM Xe, KaK €€, HO TOJIbKO Y POTHBOIIOJIOXHOM
CTEHBI.
" Ho 6Gonsiue Bcero n3ymmwna Kencu xaptuHa BHH3y. Cpenu
YeJIOBEKOMNONOOHBIX GUTYp TaM BO3BBILIAJICS OTPOMHBLIN 9aH
WIH ITUCTepHa pa3MepaMH ¢ Oonblioii 6acceiiH. OH OBLI
3afloJIHEH HE O CaMOro Kpas BelIECTBOM, ITOXOXHM Ha
KPaCHYIO C/IU3b, CIM3b IIOCTOSIHHO OyJIbKalia, BhIAEIIAS 3710BE-
1ide My3BblpH, CJIOBHO KuIeaa Ha Gojbimoii meun. M Koraa
Iy3bIpb JIOTAJICS, U3 HErO BLIPBIBAJICA KPaCHOBATblii TyMaH,
KOTOpHIH IUIaBajJl KaK 00JIayKo, NMOCTENIEHHO CTAHOBSACh BCE
npo3padHee, a U3 HEro Hazalx B 6acceifH Kamajia XHIKOCTb.

Te, KTO NpHXOAWI ¥ YXOAWI, IPOCTO CTOSUTM M CMOTpEJIH. ..
Kencu nepesena AbIxaHHe H MOCTapajach CXaTbCs, CTaTh KaK
MOXHO MCHblIE U He3aMeTHee. UEPHBIM BCaAHHMK, KOTOPBLA
aTaxkoBaJl €€ Ha JIollagH Y KAMHE... TYT OH IIOBTOPSUICSA CHOBa
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M cHopa. CapH! laxe B 3amucsax JIOJHHBI COBCEM HEMHOTIO
TOBOPHTCA O AeSTHUSAX BCaAHUKOB-CapHOB... KDOME TOTO, YTO
OHHM IOJHOCTBIO BO BiIacTM ThMBI M oTyasHHsA. Ha Hux
TNOCTOAHHO HAaAeTHl IUIOTHO oOJeraoliue YEpHBIE IUIAllH,
KOTOpEIE KAaXyTcSl NMPHPOCIIMMH K TellaM, C KaITIOLIOHaMH,
3aKpBIBAIOIIMMH JIMIIO H OCTAB/ISIOLIMMH TOJILKO OTBEPCTHA
Ui 171a3. Pyku B nepyaTkax JBHUTAIHCh JEPraloLIMMHCA Xec-
TaMH, KaK OyaTO 370 GbUI MX cnocob oOLieHMA.

Kencu nporaHyna pyKy K KongoBckoMy KamHIo. Ho oH, kak
M B TOT pa3, KOIJa OHa TOJbKO MNpHUUIa B cebs, Kasaics
XOJIOOHBIM M MEPTBLIM. Cila, Ha KOTOPYIO OHa MOIVIa paccyM-
THIBaTb, NIOKUHYNA €€.

JBaxael onuH n3 CapHOB B Macke CMOTpeJI BBEpX, TyAa, rae
OHA mpsATanach. KescH IUIOTHee NpHXHUMaiach K MOJy, HO He
MOIVIa PElLUMTBLCS BEpPHYTbCS B TEMHBIH JaOHpHHT. BHHU3Y
HayaJloch ABHXEHHE, H OHA YBHE/NA, KaK U3 BOKOBOIO OTBEp-
CTHS BBIXOHAT elI€ YeTBEPO BCAOHMKOB, Beds mepen coboii
wieHHsIX. KelcH HUKoOIZIa He BHIeda $acoB IpH XOpOLIEM
OCBELIEHHH, HO COMHEHHMiH He OBUIO: CYIIecTBa, KOTOPBIX
TAlIWIK 33 BEpEBKH, OOBsI3aHHBIE BOKPYT lleii, ObUTH hacaMul.
Hx BrackuBanM Ha KapHHU3 HaJ GacceitHoM, ¢achl YIIHPaJIHCh,
M UX IPUXOJWIOCH TalIUTh. M faXe B HENIpepLIBHOM LINNEHUH
JIoNaoLIMXCs My3bIpei CABILIIHEI ObUTH TOHKHE, MSIYKAIOLIKe,
MOJIHBIE yXaca KpHUKH.

Ho ¢acsl Toxe npuHaminexaTt ThbMe, moyeMy BCaJHHKH
©epYT B IUTEH TeX, KTO Ha MX cropoHe? HUIu 3TH 37IBIe cyllecTBa
IeiiCTBYIOT BMeCTe, TOJNILKO KOIa HX 3aCTABJISIIOT?

To, uTo oHa yBHIena, norpscio e€. Ilepsoro m3 ¢dacos
OCBOGOAWIN OT IETIK M CTOJKHYIM B 6OacceilH KOHIIOM
IJIMHHOTO 1IecTa, KOTOPHIA HepxXanu ABa BcagHuka. (Pac
HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHH BMceJl Ha caMoM Kpawoo u ynai. [lo-
JIBILIAJICS JIMLIb TPOMKMI KpPHK, KOTa 3TO CYLIECTBO HCYE3IO
B IuiaMeHH. OcTanbHble XAaBlIMe cBoeil oyepeau ObITh IpPH-
HeCEHHBIMM B XEPTBY IBITAIMCH Pa30pPBaTh BEPEBKH Ha ropie,
BBHIPBAaTh MX KOHLbI Y MpaYHbIX BCaAHHKOB. OIHAaKoO, KaK H
NEepBOro, BCEX HX TNONIOTWI XHIKHI OMOHb, U HHUKTO He
MOKa3bIBAJICA Ha MOBEPXHOCTH.
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Kencu criotHyna — pas, Opyroi, 9yBCTBYS XKEHHE B
ropne. Ecm CapHbI TaK NOCTYHAIOT CO CBOMMH COIO3HHMKAMM,
KaKYIO Xe CMEpTh OHM roToBsT BparaM? OHa JioitM 3a II0iMOM
Havajia OTION3aTh OT Kpasd OajKoHa, XOTHA NOo-NpeXHeMy He
XoTejia 6myxaaTs Bo TbMe. Ha IpyroM KoHue 6aikoHa BHAHO
OLUTO €lI€ OAHO OTBEPCTHE; HEMHOIO IOKOJeOaBIIHMCh H
PeLIUB, YTO BO3pallieHHe TyAa, Ie OHa NPHIIA B ce0s1, HIYEro
eit He gact, Kescu nmomnossia B HanpapiIeHHH BTOPOro OTBEp-
CTHSI, IOCMATPHBAasA Ha BCAJHNKOB M TILITAsCh IOHATH, 3aMETIWIH
au oHU e€. Ho oHH, Ka3anoch, ObUTHM COBEPIIEHHO 3aHSTHI
CBOMMM IUICHHMKAMH.

JeByimika mqo6pajach IO BTOPOTO OTBEPCTHA M BNOJ3JA B
Hero, oGHapyXHB, YTO BCKOPE OHO KpYTO MOBODadYHMBAET
BIIPABO M HMAET KaK OyATO MapajUleIbHO 3aly ¢ OacceifHOM.
Bckope M 31ech BoLapuiach TeMHOTA. JIOCTaTOYHO yaaiuB-
much ot Bxoga, Kesicu Bctasa: xoe-rie Ha cTeHaX BUIHEJIHCh
XKeJITOBaThle ISITHA, OHH CJa00 CBETWIHCh, HO NMOCTENEHHO
I71a3a JeBYWIKHU IIPMCIIOCOOINCH K MX CBETY. B cTeHax He 6pU10
HUKAKHX OOKOBHIX OTBEPCTHIi, a Uyepe3 HeXOTopoe BpeMs eif
BCTpeTWIAach Bedyllasi BHHU3 JiecTHULA. KeJcu cHoBa 3aKoJe-
6aytach ¥ IPUTPOHYJIACH K KaMHIO. OH BCE€ TaK Xe OCTaBajICs
MEpTBHIM. [Ipunércss ommpaTthcsi Ha COOCTBEHHBIE CHWIBI H
Bri6op. I'ne xe Monan? Kescu novyBcTBOBAIa OTYasTHHE TIPH
MBICJIH, YTO €10 MOIJIM CKOPMHTEL O6acceiiHy H TOMy CBUpPENIOMY
CyLLIECTBY, 4TO obuTaeT B HEM. Teneps, OTIATHBIIKCE OT 3TOTO
NOMeEllleHHsI, OHA CHOBA YJIOBWJIAa YCTOMYHBYIO BUOpALIHIO.

Hrak, nmubo cmyckarncd, nu6o Bo3BpamaThesa, a Kencu
3Haja, YTO B OOpaTHOM HamnpaBJIcHHH y He€ HET HHUKAKHX
Hagexn. IloaToMy oHa nolwia 1o JECTHHIE, IPHACPXMBAsICh
PYKOIi 32 CTeHy, IOTOMY YTO MECTaMH XENThle pa3pacTaHHs
COBCEM CKpPBIBAJIM CTYTICHH.

Kencu cHoBa Hayajsa CYMTaTh, NbITASCh BCIIOMHHUTH, B
KaKOM HaIlpaBJIEHUH JIEXUT 6acceifH 1 HaXOQHTCS JIM OHA TIOX
HuM. OHa JocuMTana IO ABaJLIATH M B 3TOT MOMEHT YJIOBIJIA
MBRICJIb, KOTOpasi U3THAJIa y HE€ Bce BOCIIOMMHAHHSA O BCAAHH-
Kax.



«Hanpaso... Bcé BpeMs HanpaBo...» — KeJicH 9yTh He ynajia,
CIIOTKHYBILNCh O HEPOBHOCTb M €JIe YAepXaBIDHUCh O0OecHMH
PYKaMH: eii I0Ka3aJIoCh, 9TO OHA ceifyac HAYHET OeCKOHETHOe
najeHue. )

MonaH? MoxXeT 3To yKa3aHHe MCXOOHTh oT Hero? I'omoc
MO3ra, NOCJaBLIETO MBICb, CJIOBHO IPATAACA 3a KAKHM-TO
HcKaxalolmuM imyMoM. IIpuManka B 1oBywnKy? OHa He MoIia
He ayMath Tak. Ho 9r0, ec/i 310 noMolnb KaKOro-To ApYroro
wieHHHKa? Paspe MoxHo e€ mrHopupoBaTth? B Heii Bcerma
XWia HafieX/ia, YTo ApyTrue Gosbine 3HaloT 06 3TOM MeCTe, YeM
OHa; eCJIH OHa OTKAXETCH, TO, MOXET ObITh, OTBEPHETCS OT TOM
caMoii Iesd, 3a KOTOpoii ObUla Ioc/IaHa BO ThbMY.

«Hampaso...»

CnoBo no6neanesno U ucyesno. Kencn ocropoxso u Men-
JIECHHO chejnaja OAMH mar, apyroil. Ké€nrTele HapocTsl
TpeBPaTWINCH B XeJle, H3[aBaBliee 3JI0BOHHLIN 3anax. U Tyt
Tiepea AeBYIIKOM OTKPRUICA nonepedHblit Kopuaop. KoHeqHo,
OH YXOIWI H BIPaBO, U BJIEBO.

BriepBrle ¢ TOro BpeMeHHM, KaK IpHLLIa B cebd, Kencu
olyTIwia ciaboe TeIIo B KAMHE H TYT Xe BhIXBaTWiIa ero. B
caMOM cepalle KaMHs npo6exaia MICKOpKa, CIMLIKOM clabas,
yro6h1 MoMods €. Ho cam ¢axT, 910 KaMeHs oxaw1, noabon-
pun aeBywky. OHa NOBepHY/Na HamnpaBo, KPENKO CXHMas B
DYKe KaMeHb, IIaras B HanpaB/IeHHH, YKa3aHHOM MOTYallM
Tenepb rojocoM. OHa OZHaXObI CAeNaja MOMBITKY ITOC/IATh
COOCTBEHHYIO MBIC/IL-BOIIPOC M TYT X€ OocTaHOBMWIach. Cpenu
BCEX YXAaCOB 3TOTO0 MECTa MOXET CYIIeCTBOBAaTh KaKOM-TO
crnoco6 npocnexuBaTh 0OMeH MBIC/IIMH, a Y HE€ HET NOMOLIH
KaMHs, YTOOB MBIC/Ib OLUIA JOCTATOYHO CHJIBHOIA.

ITyrs cHOBa paszgemuicsa,  KeJcu cHOBa molwia Harnpaso.
Tenepsb K NpU3paYHOMY CBEYEHHIO PACTUTEILHOCTH AO0aBIWI-
cs cBeT cIiepein, HO He CTPAlIHbII KpacHBIH, KaK B IOMEIICHUH
c GacceitHOM, a BCé TOT Xe XENTHIA, CIOBHO B CTO pa3
YCWICHHB oT pacreHuii. HeoxmpaHHO mepen AeByLIKOM
OTKPBUIOCh OTBEPCTHE B CTEHE, HO TaKoe, 9TO €i IPHUIILIOCh
OITYCTHUTBLCA Ha YeTBEPEHbKH, YTOORI MPOJIE3Th B HETo. CHEXMB-
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1IKCh, NCITRITHIBAS TOLIHOTY OT 3/I0BOHHUSA, Kesicu oxa3zanace B
BechbMa CTPAaHHOM NOMELIEHHH, HO He B KOpPHAOPE.

TyT TOXe NPHCYTCTBOBaJIa PACTHTEILHOCTD, BEPOSTHO, TPH-
6mM, HO pa3MepoM C HeGoibliHe AepeBbs. MeXny HHMM
TECHWIHCh MEHbIINE pPacTeHusl, rpuboobpasHble H pa3nMYHOMK
PaclBETKH, CBOMMH MCKAXEHHBIMH OopMaMH OHM HalloMH-
HaJIM LIBETHI BEpXHEro YUCTOIO MHpa.

bbU1a 31ech ¥ BoZla — BepHee, KaKasg-TO XHIKOCTh, pydJeii-
KOM CTpyHBLIasicsi 1o GobinoMy noMelneHHI0. Ho xuakocTsb
6bU1a OIATH-TAKH KPAacHOIO I[BETa M NMOAEPHYTAasl ALIMKOM.

B 3710ii griMxe Kescu 3aMeTiiia cMyTHOe ABmkeHHe. KTo-
TO XOAWI B33l ¥ BIIepEA B TYMaHe IO Kpalo py4bs.

Honan! OHa He pelmwIach NO3BaTh €ro 1o MMEHH, naxe
MEICJIEHHO IIpou3HecTH ero. Ho aBuHynachk Bnepén, NMbITasICh
n36eXaTh IIPUKOCHOBEHHUS PacTEeHMii, KOTOpLIE, pa3maBIcH-
HBIe, TOJTBKO JO6aBIISUIH 3JI0BOHUS K OOLIIEMy OTBPaTHTEIbHOMY
3aMaxy 3TOI0 MecCTa.

13

O[IHAaKO 49e/IoBEK 33 TYMAHHBIM PY4bEM OKA3aJCH HE BO-
MHOM B KOJIbUyTE, OH OBLI OJIET B CEpPoe, a He B YEPHOE, KAaK
Capubl. JIIMHHOE OfesIHHE CBHCANO M3MSTHIMHM CKIaIKAMH,
‘BOJIOCH! A0 IUTEY. AKKYPATHOCTb M CAEPXAHHOCTh B OHEXIE
JaBHO yTpayeHH!, HO He Y3HATh OBUTIO HEBO3MOXHO — Burra!

Korzna Kesicu npubau3mwnacs K pydsio, KOJIAYHbSI OCTAHOBH-
JIach M CTOSUIa, CXHMMas COOCTBEHHEBIH KaMEHb € TaKOH CWIOH,
YTO KOCTHIIKH €€ NaibleB mobenert.

— HTaK, 310 THI... — HU TEHH PaJOCTH B rojioce, HUKAKOIO
BBIpaXEHHS Ha YIJIOBaTOM JIHIIE.

— Kaxk 1o clona nonana? — B oTBeT cnpocwia Keicu.
Heyxemu BurTin cnocobHa noss3oBaThesd KaMHeM?.. Kak oHa
0OKa3aJlaCh B 3TOM JIOBOHHOM XwwmHile TéMHBIX Cun?

— Bt cnen... OH oKa3zancs JIOXHBIM, — KOPOTKO OTBETHIA
KOJAYyHbS. — A TH Xak?

— Hac 3axBaTiwim cHapyX#, — OHa CUHMTaJIa, 9TO OBeph B
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XHBOTE YyAOBMINA NpHBena eé cioga. — KaMmeHbp momoraer
Te6e Tenepn?

Ha xynuIx 1mexax BHTI)I nosiBHIach Kpacka — MPHYEM He
oTpaxeHHe KpacHoro pyybsi. Hecxombko MrHoBenmit Kencu
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO KOJAYHbs1 He orBeTUT. Ho moToM Ta nporoso-
puia:

— Cuia ero yMeHbIIMIACh, HO OH XHMB. A KaK TOT, YTO He
NIpHHAVIEXUT TeOe Mo NnpaBy, NpHIIEIMLAa U3 TyXoro Mupa?

— OH xuB, — Kecu 6v11a ypepeHa B 3T0T ci1aboM Teruie,
KOTOpoe OLOyTWIa, NOKMHYB IToMelneHue ¢ bacceitHoM. — Ho
NpHU3BaTh €ro A He MOTYy.

— M 310 X0powo! — Bemamwia Burrin. — Tol xorena 651,
9TO6HI* co3naHna ThMBI NOHSIM, YTO OHM 3axBaTWwmm? Hou
clofia, MOXET GLITh, HalllM ABAa KAMHS, COCAWHMBIINCDH, JaAyT
HaM HCTHHHOE 3peHHE, BOIIPEKM OKPYXalolIeMY.

Kesicu BoBce He XOTeNno¢h MATH BOpon 4depe3 MApSIIMii
pydeit. OHa moBepHyJach M MNoOLUIA BAOML DPYdbs, YTOORI
OTBHICKATh Y3KO€ MECTO M TNepenphirHyTh. Bckope OHa €ro
HallUla, XOTs PacTHTENILHOCTh Ha NPOTHBOIIOJIOXHOM Gepery
CBHIETE/ILCTBOBAJNIA, YTO NpH3eMieHHe OymeT Hen€rkum. Ho
M3-3a TOIO, YTO IOYTH NoobGeinasa BurTia, cTomwno nonpo6o-
BaTbh.

Kencu orcrymmna, pasbexanack, mepenphrHysia 1 ynajia Ha
Tpyay rpMOOB, KOTOphl€ JIOMHYIM OT €€ TIKECTH, OKYTaB
JAeBYILIKY o0JakoM JIMNKHMX CIIOp M 3l10BOHHeM. Kencu ene
yaepXajiach OT TOIo, YTOOBl CTPAXHYTh 3TH CIIOPH: OHa
nogyMajia, 9TO OHH MOTYT OKA3aTbCA SIHOBHTHIMH. BurTa
Xaana e€, XOTS M OTCTYIIWIAa Ha HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB, KOrga o
He€ JOHECJIOCH JTOBOHHUE, KOTOPOE PaclpOCTpaHsIa KAXAbIM
cBoMM ABuXxeHHeM Keicu. '

BuTTNI yKa3ana Ha TMIDEHHOE PACTHTEIBLHOCTH MECTO, IO
KOTOpoMy pacxaxusana. Kencu Habpana sewmn M cTéprna
JINIIKHE TpHUOHI C Tena.

— KameHp! — BuTTn He nmana eli MHOIO BpeMeHHM Ha
ounctky. KonnyHns nogouua, qepxa co6CTBeHHBI KaMeHb B
PacKpLITHIX JIAXOHSX, 1 KeJicH mocnylmHo npoaeana ToO Xe co
cBouM. KaMHH CONIPHKOCHYJINCH, H Cpa3y B KAXAOM BCIILIXHYE
OTOHEK.
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— Tax, 3Ha4NT, X AeHCTBUTEILHO MOXHO NOAKPEIUTD, —
Burrn 6bu1a Bo3byxneHa. — [TocMOTpHM...

OHa cesla Ha ToOJIyI0 3€MIIIO, NMO-MpeXHEMY CTapasch He
KacaThcd rpasHoii ogexanl Kencu. Bcé emé aepxa onHy pyky
Ha KaMHe, OHa NOJIOXWIA €ro M 3HAaKOM Bejeia OEeBYIIKE
caenarb To Xe. KeJcu 3akonebanacs.

— A eciau MBI npobynnm Temy? — cnpocwia oHa. — Tal
Bellb caMa CKa3aia...

— Tu1 Xogems npocto Xxaath € npuxoga? Kakoif B aToM
1npok? OHH yXe 3HAIOT, YTO 3aXBaTWIH KOJAYHbBIO U3 DCTKap-
na, — Burtn ropao BhimpssMmwiack. — Teneps OHH XIOYyT, 9TO
s moMepsiioch ¢ HUMH cwioii. Ho ecii cwia Most yIBOMTCH. ..
9TO X, MOXET, OHAa NIPOHHKHET Yyepe3 MX Gappephl.

Kesncu MeaneHHO NOIOXIWIa CBOH KAMEHb PANOM C KAMHEM
KOJIAYHBH, CTapasich He KacaThcsd BuTmi. PesynmbsraT okasancs
nono6GeH MaJeHbKOMY KOCTPY; IUIaMsI OT KaXJOro KaMHs
YCTPeMIWIOCh BBEPX, IIOTOM MEPELLIO B YCTOIYHUBOE CHSHHE.

— Bpxon... — Burmn cxnoHwiach Bnepén, oGIM3BIBaA
SA3BIKOM HHXHIOIO I'y0y, CJIOBHO yIMBasich BOCCTaHaBIMBAIO-
e CHIbl XHMIKOCTBIO.

Ho Kencu cpa3y Brickasajia CBOE€ TpeOGOBaHHE.

— Wonan!

KaonnoyHes 3aBopyana M MpOTAHY/IA PYKY K KAMHIO, HO He
cTasa ero OparThb.

— Ha BbIxoa! — oHa rosopuia Tak 6IM3KO, YTO Kamnesabka
CJIIOHBI TTOMAaJIa JeBYILIKe Ha IIEKY. — DTOT MyX4YHHaA HaM He
HYX€H... Ml JOJDKHBI HATH CBOMM IIYTEM.

— WoHaH, — ynpsmo mosropwia Kencu. Ecim 6w eit
MpeACTOsUIO CAENIaTh BHIGOp MeXAY CIYTHUKAMH, OHA 3Haja,
KOro BhIOpaja GHI.

Kaszanocs, BUTTII He 9yBcTBOBaZIa B cebe JOCTaTOTHO CHII,
yTOOBI OTKa3aTh eif, noroMy uro Koraa Keincu mpucraibsHO
TIOCMOTpeJIa Ha KAMHH, IILITasCh BHI3BATh B COZHAaHMM 00pa3
Vionana, xonmyHbs He cTana Bospaxath. Ho meBymxa He
MoIJIa CKa3aTbh, NPHCOEAWHWIA U BHUTTI cBOM CWIBI K €&
NPHU3BIBY.

JBa KaMHA OKyTaMMCh IiaMeHeM. CaMM OHM HCHE3H, H
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BMECTO HHX NOSIBWIACh IOBEPXHOCTDb, IManKasa U Guectsmad,
KAaK 3epKajio, a Ha Heii TeHs. [locTenieHHo 3Ta TeHb NIpeBpaTH-
Jack B Hacrosugee M3o6paxeHue. [IarHo cBeta BO ThMe
II0KA3aJI0 PYyKY, AepXalIylo pyKosith Meda. CBeT 3TOT NpooH-
BaJIcs CKBO3b naiblinl, H KeJicH MoHsIa WIH Aoraianack, 910
Honan nepXuT pyKy Ha MeTalLle B pyKosTH. TeHb CMeHsUIach
TEHEIO, H KeJicH nokasasnocs, 9To BOMH U3 JIoMUMHBI HAET TAKUM
Xe TEMHBIM KOPHAOPOM, MO KAaKOMY IIUIa OHa caMa Iocje
npoOyXIeHHs.

OHa HaKJIOHWIACh BIEPEN ¥ NMpUKa3aja KOJAYHbE:

— 3oBu! 30BM BMeCTe CO MHOI1, €CJIM X04ellb, ITOOH! I Tebe
TIOMOTIJIa.

«MoHaH! — OHa NpOM3HeCla 3TO CIOBO MBICACHHO M
HEOXUIAHHO ONLIYTWIA CWIbHYI0O moanepxky. Bcé-taxku eit
yaanock MOAKMOYUTs Burmn. — Monan!»

OHa yBuiena, KaKk TEMHasd T€Hb OCTAHOBMWIACH, NAJIbLIbI
CIIOJI3JIH C PYKOSTH Me4ya. MeTtasu1 3acBepKaJi CIUIbHee, H TeHb
— HecOMHEHHO, 3To 6bu1 MloHaH — mMOBepHyNa HampaEo.
Kencu nporsiHyna pyKy H CWIBHO cXanla pyKy Burra.

— 3oBu!

«VloHaH!» — ¢ KaX/ILIM HOBTOPOM MMEHH — OHa TIpH 3TOM
TNIOJIB30BajIach TMOMOIIBIO M MPOYHO yAepXHBaJda KApTHUHY B
CO3HaHMH — TeHb ABUTANACh BCE OBICTpee, CIOBHO 1UIa IO
cleny, He obpalnad BHUMaHMA Ha OMAacCHOCTS.

B TeMHOTe moKa3zajicsi CBET, TYCKIIbIi, €ro TpYAHO ObUIO
pas’TaneTh; KaKoe-TO BpeMs AeBylIKe Ka3ajloch, YTO 3TO
cBeTaTCs TpHOBI Ha creHe. IloToM OHa yBHAENa YesiOBEKA C
MeyoM. EMy ocTaBIIM He TOJIBKO Med, HO M KOJIb4yTy. MoxeT,
HCITyTAJIMCh OPYXWMsi, He OCTpHs (XOTS OHa 3Hana, uyTo MoHan
TIpeKpacHO BJaJeeT MEYOM), HO TAJIMCMaHa, BAEJAHHOIO B
pykosTb. To4HO TaK Xe, KaK y He€ He oToOpali KAMEHb.

«HoHan!»

IMocnenmasncs cnabblii OTBET:

«Any'»

— Jlypa! — ecniu BurTi BHayasie noMorana 3BaTh, To 6oJbiiie
OHa 3TOro He Aejana. — 3adeM oH HaM? Hac BnosHe Moriu
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BHLIBECTH OHM, — M KOJITYHBS CJIETKA KOCHYJIACh CBOETO KAMHS.

— A 30By ogHOroO M3 Hac.. — Havana 6wnuio Keicu, Ho
ONMOMHWIACh; OHA MOIVIa COPBATHCA M COBEPLIHTH ITYTOCTD,
TaKylo Xe, Kakas IpHBeJia €€ B caMOM Hadvalle B 3Ty OIIacCHYIO
3emmo. — OH...

— OH Myx4HHa! — npepBaja e€ KoJayHbsi. — Kakag y Hero
cwia, XxpoMme cwinl pyk? HaM He HyXxHO opyxue...

— Kpome atoro, — Kencu ykasana Ha nBa KAMHS.

BHTT/I cKOpYWIa rpuMacy.

— Hx cuna nepexpriBaeTcd TeMH, KTO Hac oKpyxXaeT. Bca
3HeprMs yuUIa Ha npusbB. Ecafi 651 Tl 6bUla onHOM M3
cecTEp... — OHa YMOJIKIIA, HO B IVIa3aX €€ JIerKo YHTaIach Ta Xe
BpaXxIeOHOCTDb, YTO M BHaYase.

— Ho s He cecTpa! — GbICTpo OTBeTWIA AeBylIKa. OHa He
3Haja, MOYeMy KaMeHb OXWI B €€ pyKaX, HO OTKA3EIBaJach
TIpU3HaBaTh, YTO B Heil eCThb HEYTO POACTBEHHOE 3TOH XEH-
1UHE.

— I'me MBI? — cnipocmia oHa.

Burtn nomxana ryGel, CJIOBHO COMHEBajJach B HEOOXoRU-
MOCTH Taxkoro Bompoca. Ho Bcé xe oTBeTmia:

— 910 xauuie CapHoB. MEI MaJIo 0 HUX 3HaeM...

— W 3HaeM TONBKO IUI0X0e, — 3aKOHYWIA 32 Heé Kencu. —
Ho xT0 Xe oHH?

" — OHu cnyxar Bemikomy TéMHoMy. KTo OHH M noueMy
cJIyXar... — OHa nmoxasa rreyaMu. — Ho u y CBeta n y ToMbI
MOryT OBITH CTpaHHbIE€ NIOMOIDHMKHM. B Ocrkapme Mbl Obl
3HaJU. 3AeCh... — KOJAYHBS CHEaja JIETKHH XecT pYyKoi,
JepXaBllel KaMeHb, — He MOry cka3aTh. B JlosiHe 3HaoT
TOJILKO OAHOTO McTHHHOro Benmkoro. Ho ects u apyrue. He
BCe NMOrMb/iM WIM YIUIH B ApPYyrHe MHpPH, — BIIEpPBBIE OHa,
Xa3aJoch, cTaja pasropopuuBoi. Kesich Obu1a foBossHa. YeM
6Gonblle OHA Y3HAeT, TeM Jydile, MYCThb JaXe 3TO TOJbLKO
Joragku Burri.

— A xT10 3TH Bemuxne? — noATaJkuBajia OHa.

— Te, xTo npassT BceM. HeKoTophie H3 HUX OTCTPaHWINCh
M Teneph He NpHHamIexaT HM CBery, HH ThMe, HO HAYT

391



CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMH ITyTAMH. [Ipyrue 60poJmch 3a BJIACTh,
M ObUTM BOITHEI, Takue BoHHEI! [laxke 3eMJId pacKajibIBajach OT
CHJI, BLI3BAHHBIX HMH. MOXHO H3MEHHUTh CaMy TKaHb XU3HH,
ecJIM BOJIS1 JOCTATOYHO CHWIbHA.

Kesncu BcnoMHWIa ciblliaHABIE B JJomiHe pacckasbl.

— A pa3Be TBOM CECTPHI HE CTPEMIWINCH K BlacTH? Pa3Be He
ABMIaH OHHM CBOMM CJIOBOM TOpbI, TaK, YTOOEI Bpar HE CMOT
NPOUTH K HUM?

— W noroMy OHM ITOTHG/IM, — MpPaYHO OTBETHIA KOJAYHbB.
— W60 cuna, KOTOPYIO MEI BBI3BAJIH, ITOTyOMIa MHOTHX CECTep.
M nmoroMy MBI HOJDKHBI HalWTH HCTOYHHK, KOTOPHIH cCaejaeT
HalI¥ KAMHH ell€ CWIbHee, TAKUMH CWIbHBIMM, KAKUMH OHM
HMKOTIa He GBUIH.

— M TH gyMaewnn, 9TO HAAELIb 30eCh 3Ty CHIy?

— OHa Bi1e9€T Hac: NogoGHOe NMPUTATHBAECTCA MTOJOOHBIM;
KaMHH 3apsDKeHbl TOM Xe 3Heprueii M NpHUBEAYT Hac K €€
HCTOYHHKY. HeT, 3Ta 3Heprus He JIEXUT Iae-ToO pSAOM, HHa4Ye
HHUYEro U3 3TOro, — OHa OINSATh CHAeJaa JIErKui XeCT pyKoid,
— He cylIecTBOBaJIO Obl. BOT Tak, — OHa CyHyJ1a pyKy 3a CITHHY
M CHSUIAa H3HOLICHHBIA MELIOK, TaKoii Xe, KakK ToT, 4To Keicn
octraBwia B Hope dacoB. — Emmn u neii...

M xax 6yaro e€ cnoBa mocayXxwwimM cHTHanoM, Kencu
OLIYTWIA CWILHBIH rosion H Xaxnay. OHa BeITALI}JIA METAJUTH-
YecKy1o GISDKKy M ro3Bo/InIa cebe caenaTh HECKOJILKO ITIOTKOB
Ge3BKYCHOM 3aTXJIOH BOAbI. 3a Hel NocieqoBaiM KYCKH CYXOM
JopoxHoil nenéurku. Ho cmimkoM cwisHO 6RUIO OKpyXalo-
1mee 3M0BOoHME. JlaXe TO HEMHOIoe, YTO Chejla M BhIIWIA
JEBYLIKA, BbI3BAIO Y HEE TOLIHOTY.

BuTTN HaKJIOHWIACh BIlepéll, BHUMATE/IbHO BCMAaTPHBAsACh B
CBETJILII Opeos BOKPYT KaMHel. OHa Ha4ajia TOBOPHTb YTO-TO
1DENOTOM U YKa3aTeJIbHbIM NaJbLEM YepTHIA B BO3AYXe 3HAKH.
XoTA Ha 3TOT pa3 roayobie IMHUHK €l He OTBETWIH.

Kencu npomonsna 9yTs Bnepén, IToOhI YBHAETH, KAKYIO
KapTHHY nokasbiBaloT kaMHU. Ho yBHAaena Tonsko cTpodku
KaKoli-To HeNMOoHATHOI pykommcu. U obecnoxomnace H3-3a
TOTO, YTO 3Ta PYKOIIMCh NOSABWIACH B CAMOM CepAlic KpeNOCTH
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Bpara. BUTT/I npoaosmkana cBOH 3aKIHHAHHUSA 1€noToM. Kencu
Pe3Ko NOBEpHYJIa IOJIOBY M OINIAHYJIach 9epe3 miedo. Heoxu-
JaHHO OHa MCITbITAJIa OLOYLIEHHE, YTO 32 HUMM HaO/MoAAIoT, U
He yAMBHWIAach, YBHIEB B KpacHOM TyMaHe ¢urypy. Purypa
Hanpar/IsUlach K HUM.

Kesncu BrixBaTIiIa HOX. OHa CBUCTSALIVM LIENOTOM NpeayTi-
peawna BuTTi, Ho Ta JaXe He NOAHSUIA I'OJIOBBI M HE OTOpBaJIa
B3rIAaa oT kaMHeil. Ho Tyt Kescn Bckowmia, cxBaTiia cBoi
KaMeHb M NobeXajla CKBO3b ABLIMKY HaBCTpedy TyM2HHOM
¢urype.

— Honan! Ciona!

E€ Bo3r1ac 3ariylmiuT rpoMKHMif BOTLTb, KOTOPBIi MCITYCTIUIA
Burri, Korma 6mlia pasopBaHa cBA3b KaMHeil. KomayHbs
npurHyna Ha Kencu m cxsatmia uenb B €€ pyke. JleByluke
TIPHIIVIOCH IOBEPHYTHCA M OTPA3UTh 3TO HAIlaZlcHHE; H IOTOMY
OHa He BUAENa, Kak MoHaH mepenpbiruy: depes pydeil B ToM
Xe MecTe, IIe M OHa, H oKa3ajicd Ha y4acTKe, CBOGOAHOM OT
3JIOBOHHO# PacTHUTEIbHOCTH.

*  — KaMeHb... ait ero MHe! — ppyana Burri. — S nmouru
y3Haja, Iaynad AeByoHkKa! Sl moYTH KOCHy/Nach TOro, KTo
NpaBHT 34€eCh!

— A s paji, 9TO THI 3TOTO He chenana, — ckasan MoHan. Ero
JMuo 6LUI0 MOKPLITO 3anéKuieiics KpoBblo; KOrga OH 3aroBo-
PHI, KPOBaBble YelIYHKN HavYaid OoTBaIMBaThcs. OOHY pPyKy
BOMH NPIDKVIMAJI K TpyAH, 06BA3aB €€ 0sACOoM, M JIMLIO €0 OLUI0
HMcKaxeHo 6ospio. Ho B Ipyroit pyke oH Kpenko aepxai Med,
M CBET MeTa/Ula PYKOSATH ObUI SCHO BHICH.

— 310 Hekcyc, — o6bpgBMI OH, Nofoiinsa Gmixe.

Kesncu 310 c/10BO HHMYEro He TOBOPWIO; OHA peLIiIa, YToO ¥
KOJIIYHBS €70 He 3HaeT, HO JIMLIOo BHUTT/I HeoXHaaHHO 3aTyMa-
HWIOCK.

— D710 Xe JleTfeHJa... — OTBETWIA OHAa KHCJIBIM TOJIOCOM,
KAaKMM BCEIIa pa3roBapHBana ¢ MoHaHoM.

— MHorye H3 JlereH OKAa3aIuCh MCTHHOH B Dckope, —
nposopyan MonaH. — Kak T ciona nonana? Heyxenu Tol He
3aMeTWwIa yynosuine-Pyaxepa?
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— VYcHyna, noToMy 4TO YcTaja. A IPOCHYJIach yXe 37ech,
— OTBeTWIA KOJIAYHbS H CKPHBHWIACh, CJIOBHO OTKyCHIA ITO-
TO XECTKOe H HelpHATHOoe. — Pymxep!..

— @Oyaxep. Mrl B HEM, KonayHbsa. U He aymMalo, 9T06BI Hac
MOIJIa BBIBECTH OTCIOZA TBOS CHJIA.

BuTTn ykasaja Ha KaMeHb, CBHcalolquii ¢ pyku Kescw.

— ¥V Hac uX ABa, M ellI€ BOT 3TO, — Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa NoKaszaja
Ha Meu Honana.

— BTO NycTAK AN TOro, Kro co3nan Oynaxepa... — ¥ ryosl
MoHaHa B3OEpHYMHCH He B YIBIOKe, a CKOpee B HacMELIKe.

— MajsneHbkue KaMyIIKM INPOTHB Bpara, o6agaloiero
OpyXHeM, 0 KOTOPOM MBI HHYEro He 3HaeM. A THI KaK Nomnajna
ciofia, equ? — OH pe3Ko nopepHyica K Kescu, v nesyuika,
3aNnMHasgCh, Hadaia orBedath. Ho 6pIcTpo, Kak Mora, paccka-
3aj1a O CBOEM ITyTELIECTBHH BHU3 110 TEMHBIM KOPHIOPaM H O
TOM, KaK NpMILIA B 3TO MECTO.

OH xMypwiIca BCE CHIbHeEE.

— W g nprmuén ciona, Korga Bel MeHs NO3BaJIM. A BBl He
NOAyMaTH, YTO TOT, KTO Hac 3aXBaTWI, XOYeT, YTOGBI MEI
cobpamcs BMecTe, 9TOObI NMOHA6GMIONAaTh 32 HaMH, Y3HaTb,
KaKMMH CWIaMM MBI BIajeeM, a IOTOM JIETKO CIIOMMTDb Hac?

Kesicu nipHHSIa ero JIOTHKY, HO BHTTJI ApOCTHO mokayajia
TOJIOBOIA.

— ToT, 0 KOM ThI TOBODHIIb, BOUH, HE 3aX09€eT, ITOOBI Aaxe
cinaboe opyxue CBeTa HCNONB30BAIOCH B €r0 KpenocTH. Bcé
JepXWTCA B PAaBHOBECHM, H €CJIM OHO HapylmaeTcs, XOTb Ha
IIMPHHY Najiblia, TO 3aTparuBaeTcd Bcé okpyxaloimee. Iloge-
My, ThI AyMaellb, HaM OCTABWIM 3TO? — KOJAYHbS MaxHyJa
CBOMM KaMHeM nepen muuioM Monana. — IToToMy 9To OHH He
CIIpaBSATCS C TEM, YTO OXMBET, €CJIM OHH CBSDKYTCSA C 3THM. [la,
npaBaa, Hac MOIIM co6paTh BMeCTe HapOYHO, HO OHOBPEMEH -
Ho 310 HcnuTaHHue. [TocMeeM s MBI Cpa3uTECA ¢ MX MOLOBIO?

— Tul roBOpHIND «OHM», — Bo3pasun Monan. — Ho kro
Takue 3T «oHHW»? Capunl? @acp? Dtux Mwl 3Haem. Ho
®ymxep...

— OH, ckopee Bcero, Mépts! — BhmMATWIA BUTTI. —
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CMepTh, — TONBKO BpaTa, a HaM, 3HaTOKAM TaiH, M3BECTHbI
MHorde BpaTa. Pa3se He OLUT mMpHM3BaH Ha3ag depe3 TaKue
BpaTa, KOTOpLIE OH caM Xe M OTKphUI, Bermuxuiit XwispusH,
KXorna npegaTeabHHMIA TperapT Hayana coBaTh CBOi HOC He B
cBom aena? IloaToMy s TOBOPIO «OHH», H THI AOJDXEH 3HATD, O
XoM s roBoplo. ITomymaii o cBOMX caMbIX MpaYHbIX KOLIMapax,
BOHH.

— Ecm oHM XOTAT MCIBITaTh HAac, TO 3a4eM co6HMpaTh
BMecTe? — 3aTyMIMBO nporoopi HMoHan, cioBHO cripamu-
Bag camoro ce6s, a He Burmi. Ho Kencu peimuia, 9to Moxer
€My OTBETHTb.

JeByika cHoOBa cejla Ha YHCTHINH Y9acTOK rpaBHS M Iepe-
KIaAbIBajla CBOM KaMEHb M3 OOHOM PYKHM B APYTYIO.

— OHM XOTAT NIOCMOTPETH, KaK MHEI 6yieM 3alyInaTecs, Bce
Tpoe BMecCTe...

Burrn nogapuna eit HOBYIO rpuMacy.

— Pa3Be 1 yxe He ckazama 31o? U pa3zse MBI yXe He
TIOKA3aJIM MM 3HaMsl, NIOJ KOTOPLIM ITPUIILTH?

HPonaH cros1, ocMaTpuBas nemepy. OHa, BEpOSTHO, GbLTa
naxe Goyibme, 9eM Ta, C OTHEHHEIM 6acceitHoM, HO 6oiblIyio
YacTh €€ 3aHMMaJia pacTHTEIbHOCTh. M3-3a 3moBoHus Kesicnu
MYYIIH NIO3LIBH K PBOTE, TaK 9TO AaXe TO HEMHOTOE, YTO OHa
CheNla, MOIVIO BOT-BOT BHIATHM Hasax. IlepBrM 3almeBemuics
Wonan. Hu croBa He ckasaB BHTTI, OH KOHIIOM CBOETO
OPYXHA HaYePTWI BOKPYT HHX TPOHX NATHKOHEIHYIO 3Be31Y,
DIyOOXO morpyxas Med B IIeCOK M IpaBHif, YTO6OBI TMHHA ObL1a
6e3 paspuBoB. KosnyHns clefiia 3a HHM, M BriepBble Keicu
3aMeTWIa Ha e€ JIMlie YAUBJICHHE.

— Y10 TH Aenacmb? — CIIpOCHIA AeBylnKa. OH He OTBETIII
H He B3IVLIHYJ Ha He€, HO JOCTAJl U3 CYMKH Yy ceba Ha mosce
KaKyIo-TO Maccy, 3aBEPHYTYIO B yBAALIMH JcT. Kencyn nogys-
cTBOBala He3aGniBaeMHIii 3amax unbeiina. MoHaH,
TNOBOPa9YMBAsICh K KOHIIY KAXIOTO JIy4a, KJIaJl Kyco4eK pa3faB-
JICHHOTO pacTeHHs Ha OCTPHME CBOEIO OPYXHSA M OCTOPOXHO
ONyCKAJ ero Ha 3eMJIO.

— I'myneny! — Byt oxawna M Kak 6yATo cob6pasiach CTepeTh
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6moxainnylo K Heii ymHMo. MoHaH GBICTpo pasBepHyNIcs H
B3MaxHyJI Tlepel Heil MeJOM, CIOBHO OTpe3as eé€.

— Onu npunyt! — 3aBH3Xajia KOJAYHbS, 0OeMMH pyKaMH
cXuMasd KaMeHb. — YCTaHaBIMBaThb MECTO CWIBI B HX COO-
CTBEHHOM KPENoCTH — ThI CyMacHleJLInii!

— Her, — Bospasun VMloHaH, — npocTo s X049y YBMIET
CBOMX NPOTHBHHKOB. CXBaTKa BCJIENYyI0 HUYEro HaM He AacT.
Bo3bMu cBoit KaMeHb, — OH 06paTWICS HENOCPEeACTBEHHO K
Kencn, — a Tel, — TYT OH IOBEpHYJNIcS K BUTTN, — 3Haelms
3HaKM, TaK TBOPH MX, a2 OHA ITyCThb NIOBTOPsAET. MBI 3aKpPLITHI B
MX KpPernocTH, HaM HYXHO Y3HaTb, KTO K HaM TIPUAET...

Bragane Kencu mnokaszanocs, yro Burrin orkaxercs. Ho
KOJIIYHbSI HEOXOTHO, CJIOBHO He IIO CBO€ii Bojie, HAKIIOHWIACh
M BBITSHY/Aa BHepél Xyaylo pyKy. OHa Hadaja KaMHEM Ha
3eMJIe 9ePTHTh JJHHHH M KPYTH, a MOTOM H 6ojee CIOXHBIE
cumBoibl. Korma oHa caenasa 3170 B KOHLIE OQHOIO JIy4a,
HMonan man KescH 3HaK, JeBYLIKAa NpHcela Ha KOPTOYKHM M
NOCTapajlach TOYHO CKOIMPOBaTb PHUCYHKH, XOTS CHWIHHO
COMHEBJIACh B CBOMX cNoco6HOCTsSX. OHHM BABOEM IOI3UIN
BHYTPHM 3Be3nnl, H KeJicu cTapajach KaK MOXHO TIIaTe/IbHee
TIOBTOPATH TO, YTO Aejnaja Burm.

HeBylika no-npexHeMy OXuaaja, YTO KOJIYHbSA BOT-BOT
OTKAXETCS BBINOJHATh NMpHKa3sl MoHaHa, HO Ta NOC/YLIHO
cremoBasa M. MoxXeT ObITh, NoAyMaia ieByllIKa, TO, YTO OHH
JeNaloT, Ha BpeMs MPHUBEIET K 3aKMOYCHHIO NIepeMHApHS.

Ho Burmi Tak He cuuTasa. 3aKOHYMB paGoTy M BCTaB —
Kencn crosina 3a Heil, — KonayHbsd BOBce HE B YJIBIOKe
nokasana VloHaHy CBOM MoXeJTeBlIHe 3yGHL.

— HTak, npuMaHKa roropa, BoMH. 1 4ero ThlI Hageelbcs
JOCTHTHYTh, HapyIINB 3IeCh paBHOBecHe?

— To, 9T0 THI H caMa X0o4ellb YBHAETD, KAK M S, — OTBETHI
10Ho1Ia. — S He cpaxaloch BCJIEITYIO, KOTa eCTh BO3MOXHOCTD
YBHAETh NTPOTABHHKA.

— VBuguims! — ycMexHynach oHa. — O, na, yBHOUIOE!

KencH, MeUieHHO MOBOPAYHBAsCh, MPAHSJIACH paCCMATpPH-
BaTh OKPYXaIOINYIO X pacTHTeNbHOCTh. OHA XOTh U HeJienas,
HO OYeHb Iycrasi, H B Heii MOXHO He3aMETHO NomoopaThesd K
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CaMOMY Kpalo OTKPLITOTO IIPOCTPAaHCTBa. JleBylIKa nopepuia,
9TO Teneph OHH CTAJIM NPHMMAHKOM.

IIpoxoawmn MuUHyTH, KeJICH ITOCTENEHHO YCIIOKAMBAJIACh.
OHa He BHie/Ia HUKAKOTO ABMXEHMSI, PACTHTEIbHOCTh OCTaBa-
nach npexHeil. 1 u3 pexu Hudero He nossmiock. I[leppoit
3arosopwia Burmi.

— OHH 3HAIOT, HACKOJILKO MBI 6ccnomonmu, — MpayHo
npolnenTasa oHa. — 3a4eM UM BO3MThCA ¢ HamMM?

— PaBHoBecHe, — TBEpHO oTBeTi Monan. — PaBHoBecHe.
TepneTs B caMOM cepZlie CBOeil KPeNnocTH TaKoe... — MEYOM
OH yKasaJ Ha 3Be3ny. Kesicu noxasanoch, 9To cBeXHi apoMar
WIGelHa pasroHAeT BOHb NMOA3€MHOM pacTHTEIbHOCTH,

W3 apMKH, HaBHCIIEH HaX pydbEéM, NMOKA3aJIOCh IyNasblie
Tymana. CJIOBHO Bep&BKa C Tpy3oM, KoTopoii MoHan nosun
NTHI], TOJBKO 3Ta Nojlocka Obula HaueneHa Ha HuXx. OHa
CBEpHYJIach B BO3AyXe, KaK XJIBICT, HO €lBa KOCHYBILNCH
3Be3Akl, OTTIPSIHYJIA.

BUTT)I ONATH HCITyCTHIA PE3KUI XPHIUTBIA 3ByK — TaK oHa
cMesUIach.

— Jymaeurs, 3T0 BC€, YTO OHHM MOTYT IIOC/IaTh IIPOTHB Hac?
— CIpocH/Ia OHa.

HonaH He oTBeTww1. OH HAKIOHWICS M TOTHSI C 3eMIH
He6ombimoii KaMelneK. IToxys Ha Hero, IUTIOHYJI, pacTEp CMOHY
CompbimuM manbueM. IToToM TpHXOEI NPOBEN KaMHEM IO
MeTaJUTy B PYKOSTH CBOETO MedJa M BHIKpUKHYJ MMs, KOTOpoe
Kencu yxe cimluana.

— Haiinytpa!

M 6pocun kaMeHb B MoiocKy TyMaHa. KaMeHb mponeren
CKBO3b TyMaH, TOT Ha MTHOBEHMeE paccesiics, 1 Keycu yBune-
JIa, KaK KaMeHb YTIaJl B KPaCHYIO pedKky. JKHIKOCTb 3aKHIIea,
6prLI3ry pasjieTeqnch Ha OmXalilnie pacTeHHsI, KOTOpPELIE TYT
Xe INoYepHEeIH M NpeBPAaTWINCh B XHAKYIO THIUIb. A TyMaH
BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY HCTOYHHKY.

— JHercxne urpymku! — ckasana Burri. — A Kro Takas
Haitnyrpa? JaBHo yimenmas Bemmkaa?

— Jlaxe ecnM OHa M yuUia, — oTBeTw1 MoHaH, — To
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ocraBwia cwiy. U g ciyXxy sien, KoTopasd NroBOPHUT MHOTAA €€
ronocoM. H...

— CMotpurte! — npeppana ero Kencu.

M3 pexu B TOM MecTe, Ie ynaja KaMeHb, IIOAHMMAJIOCh YTO-
To. JleBylIKa NOYYBCTBOBaJa CTpPaX H TIOJOBOKPYXEHHE.
Moxer, xorma-To 3TO M ObUIO XMBBIM, HO cEHdJac 310 npelcTa-
JIo BoIUIolieHHeM caMoii cMepTH. [Tonyckener, c 060X XkEHHOI
M TIPOKMIITYEHHOII IUIOTHIO, OHO OBUIO BRIOpOIIEHO Ha Geper,
CJIOBHO peKa TIOCjaja OTHOTO M3 CBOMX DabGoOB CIIOPUTH C
npuineasuamu. Heyxenu aTo yenosek? brul Koraa-1o denoBe-
xoM? Kescu xoTenoch 3aKkphITh I71a3a, HE BUIETb, HO OHa He
cMorna.

MenneHHo, HeyKIIIoXe OHO NOQHAJIOCh HA HOTHM M BIIEPBhIE
TIOBEPHYJIO KOM I'OJIOBHI B MX HanpapieHuu. M Kencu yBuaena
pachyxinue, pa36yxinne, HO 3HaKOMble 4epThl — VloHaH!

H ycnennana, kak MoHaH psitoM ¢ Heil npoluernTan;

— Ypyx! HET!

A ButTa cxBaTiia cBoii KaMeHb M 3aKpHYaia:

— Mbaiikuzn!

INomypasnoxuBiieecs JULO AEprajock U MeHsToch. Kencu
yBugena Jlarony, 3areM CuMoHa Tperapra. A CIyTHHKM €€
JaBIM BCE HOBBIE MMEHA 3TOMY KoLIMapy.

Cy1ecTBo no6pesio Ha Horax-KocTiX K 3Be3ze. Kencu Toxe
BLENWIach B cBOi kKaMeHb. CO3HaHMe €€ OTKA3hIBAIOCh NpH-
HuMaTb Takoe. Henpapza! CyiecTso cHoBa ctano MoHanoM,
M Kencu 3axpuyana:

— Hert! Henpapga!

He Monan, He [laroHa m He crapumii u3 Tperapros.
Pacnanaiomasics durypa obpena e€ co6cTBEHHOE COXKEHHOE
JIHTIO.

14

CyinecTBO pacKauMBaJIOCh Ha HOTaX-KOCTSX M NPOJOJIKAMIO
npubmikarbesd; Kencu 3axkpeuia auno, Ho Burma ycnena
CXBAaTHTD €€ 3a PyKy, IIpexXe YeM ACBYLIKA BHILIUIA 32 ITpeaeibl
3Be3/bl.
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— WNimosusa! — npoxpurnena KoaxyHbs, XoTa Kejcu Buae-
Ja, yto BuTTN caMa enBa ynepXuBaeTcd OT KpHKa. — OHH
HMTpaloT WUTIO3USIMH! — OHa TIPOTSHYJIA PYKY, HalleJIMB KAMEHb
Ha CYLIECTBO M3 pydbs.

He spxuii y4, Kak paHblile, a JIMIbL HeGoJbIIIasA CBETSIIA-
sic ObIMKA TOSBWIACh BOKDYT KaMHs. A yXac IpOZOJDKal
npubmkathes. Honan nonusn Med. Ho cymecTso, nopoiins
K 3Be3]le, OCTAaHOBWJIOCH X Ha9aJIO NepecTYINaTh C HOrM Ha HOTY,
CJIOBHO HaTKHYJIOCh Ha HEINpPEOqOJUMbIA Gapnep.

— Ara!., — Burmi o6nery€HHo B3noxxyna. — IToxa npeBHee
3HaHUE BhIEPXUBaeT!

Heyxmoxaa ¢urypa JIBHHYJIaCb Hamnpago, IIOTOM HaJIEBO,
Kak 6yaro Mckana gocTymn K no6srde. Kencu xa3anochk, 4to ¢
KaXIbIM MTHOBEHHEM OHA CTAHOBWIACH BCE NIPOYHEE M MaTe-
puamsHee. [To-npexHeMy AeByllIKa BHAeJa COGCTBEHHOE JIMIIO,
XOTS Teneph NOHMMAJIa, YTO OCTATLHBIE BUAST KAXObIiA CBOE.
CyllecTBO 33apoXajlo, OTKHHYJIOCh M Opocwioch BHepén,
CJIOBHO €r0 IOATOJIKHYJIA B CIIMHY FMTaHTCcKas pyka. U xorna
OHO YTIaJIO Ha OJIMH M3 JIydeii 3Be3/Ibl, BCIILIXHYJ TAKOH spKuit
cBeT, yro Kesncn Ha HeckoJbKO MTHOBEHHIA ocieIvia.

Ha mecre ynasiueii ¢purypri Tenepb pacTeKajiach 3I0BOHHas
Macca, OHa elné cjerka mnollieBeJMBajach, Kak 6yqTo cuia,
JaBiuasi eif IceBIOXU3Hb, MO-TIPpeXHeMy NochUIajia e€ Bepen.
Ho nmoToM npeBpatiiiach B XHpHBINH Y€pHKIi Nenen. OqHako
3Ta Macca NpopBaja KpenocTb, BO3ABUTHYTYI0 MoHaHoM, M
Kesncu nmoyyBcTBOBaNa, KAK XOJIOA Mpaka, 4epe3 KOTOPHIi oHa
TIpOXOAWIa, yCTpeMWICs B NpoprIB. OHa HHYEro He BHIENa, HO
XOJIOA OXBAThIBaJ €€, OKYTBIBAJ, M KaKas-TO JIMIIKAas CEThb
caenana e€ GecrioMOLIHOM M HeNoABIXHON. BUTINI pyKoii ¢
KaMHeM 611a 110 Bo3nyxy, MloHaH pa3sMaxuBan pyKoSIThIO Meda,
Jepxa ero 3a je3pue. Ho 6ecnojesHo.

Kesncu norepsina crioco6HocTs asurathes. HeBuaumas cets
Tellephb NMOTHOCTBIO CKOBAJIa €€, OHAa He MOIVIa laXe NMPOBECTU
nayblieM I0 NMOBEPXHOCTH cBoero kamHsA. Kescu Bugena, Kak

pyxa Butri ynana, cioBHO o He# CWIBHO yIapwiH. Ilepecran
pa3MaxuBaTh MedoM Monan. OHM Bce OKA3aIHCh BO BJIAcTH
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TOTO, YTO MPOPBAJIOCH B NpeAebl 3Be3asl. U TyT, HO BoBce He
10 CBOEH BoJie, e BYLIIKA Hadasia TPSICTH PYKOH ¢ 3aXaTol B Heil
uenbo. [Mampunl e€, gepxaBume LENb, HE Pa3XMMAaJKCh.
Bnepén, Ha3an — B3MaxH pPyKM CTAHOBWIMCH BCE CHIIbHEe,
LleNb pacKayMBaJach, HO He Nagana. MriciesHo Kescu npen-
cTaBWIA cebe, KaK KaMeHb JIETHT B pydeii, TOHeT B HEM. U oHa
JOJDKHA 3TO CAENaTh, YToObI cracTch. OOHAKO TYT Xe JeByll-
Ka yBHIENa JPYTyIO KApTHHY: MoJioJasd BOJIIeOHHIIA yMHUpaeT
Ha CKJIOHE X0JIMa, Ha3biBas cBo€ TaliHoe uMs Kencu. U pagoM
Ipyrasi TOJIOBA, rojioBa JUKOH KOINKH; KOLIKA PLIYMT Ha
MakAnaMca, roToBast CpaXaThC 3a XH3Hb CBOMX KOTAT H 3a
cBobony.

Pyka Bpaimanacek Bcé ObICTpee, OT 3Toro GelneHoro Bpaine-
HUA yxe 6onemy Memuusl. KeacH 9yBcTBoBaNa, XKaK €€ pykKy
Iépraior, crubaor. Ho uemb no-npexxeMy He pacCTaBajlach C
Heii, CIOBHO NIpeBpaTWIach B YacTh e€ TeNa, M Telepb Hen3Bpec-
THBII Bpar MOT TOJILKO OTPYOHTE e€ ¢ KocTelo. JIBaxnel Kencn
BCKPMKMBaJIa OT TIPHCTYIIOB OOJIM, HECMOTpPA Ha TO, YTO
obelnana cebe BCE BHITEPIETD.

Burra n Monana ona Bugena. OHM CTOSUIM HETIOABHXHO,
KaK CTaTyM, M Kak OyATo He IOABeprajuch HaraJeHMIO.
MoxeT, TO, YTO HaNagaao Ha HHX, IIOCUUTAJIO €€ caMoii
cnaboif, roroBoif paHble Apyrux caarbes? CKBO3b CTpax,
OXBaTHBLIHN AEBYIIKY, KOTIa YPOAJIUBOE CYLIECTBO BBILILIO M3
Py4ns, npobmwicsa rHeB. OH poc, nepexonsa B SPOCTb.

KencH Tenepsb CO3HATEIbHO BhI3bIBAJIA B IAMSATH IIOTMOLIYIO
MoJIoy1o KoiayHb10. OHa He Moria No3BaTh BHTTI: BeposATHO,
Ta ceifyac Toxe noaseprajach HanageHno. Ho Burri o6ygeHa
obpamieHmio ¢ kamHeM, a Kencum Her. Kak xomika nepen
MaxkAnaMcoM, AeBylIKa 3aphiyajla M Hagaja cpaXarbCsi C
HEH3BECTHBIM 3a o0alaHHe COOCTBEHHEIM TEJIOM.

Kencu ouryTiia rieB M pa3paXeHHue — He CBOH COOCTBEH -
Hble, HO MCXOHslIue OT Koro-to apyroro. M Tyr gro-To
yaapwio €€ B ciMHy, 6pocwio Ha KOJIEeHH, H OHa OLIyTHWIa
Ppe3Koe 3JIOBOHHE — MPH3HAaK 3J1a.

KTO-TO KPHKHY, BHICOKO H IIPOH3UTENLHO, YTO-TO YAApH-~
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JIO AEBYIOKY O IojioBe, M OHa ymaja ¢ TSKECThIO Ha CIIMHE.
I'paBumii Bpesajsics B IUEKY, TeJo M3rHbasoch Iox IpagoM
yoapoB. PyKy cXBaTWiIH ¥ BecbMa OOJIE3HEHHO H3OTHY/IH.
CHoBa 3agpoxaino e€ 3arsictbe. Ho Liens ocTaBajachk CJIOBHO
YacThIO TeJIa, H NajIblbl He pa3XuMalnck. Kesacu nompiTanack
cOpocHUTH ¢ cebsi TSIKEeCTh, OHAa YMYyIpWIACh TIOBEPHYTD JIMLIO H
yBHEJIa, KTO Hamnajl Ha He€ — BOJIOCAThIN, MMOXOXMI Ha IYy40K
KopHe# dac.

Cryra CapHoB aepxaJl €€ 3a pyKy. B Teno BmwInce ocTphie
3y6n1, Kesicu omyrwia octpyio 6onbp OT yKyca, HO TyT dac
KOHBY/IbCMBHO OEPHYJICS M ynajl pSOOM C HeH, 3acy4yuB
KOHEYHOCTSMH, TIOXOXHMH Ha KOpHH. KeJicu MeIbkoM yBUze-
Jla KpacHBle IVla3a Ha YpOMJIMBOH Mopae, OHHM OLICTpPO
3aTyMaHHBaNHCh. KOHEYHOCTH BSUIO yNaIM Ha IpaBHid, Iepe-
CTaJH LIEBEJIMTHCA.

HoHaH — oH BLIpBaJIC Ha CBOOOAY M IYCTHI B XOA CBOM
Med. Kencu yBuznena Burti, Ta no-npexseMy cTosia, IJIsiAs He
Ha GopbOy Yy CBOMX HOT, a Ha TyMaH, 3aTSHYBUIMH pPeKy, KaK
OynTo oXmuaana oTTyda HOBOIo HamnaJeHHs.

Kencu nomnerranacek BctaTh. X0JI0OA NMO-NPpEeXHEMY LEIUISIICSA
K Hell, Ho HamageHue daca He yaaioch, ¥ Terepb ceTh CJIOBHO
pa3opBaylach ¥ OCTaTKH €€ pacliafaliCh.

JleByiika noAaTsAHyna K cebe pyKy U yBHIAeNa, KaK CleIbl
3y0OB Ha 3amficTbe MEQJICHHO 3aIlOJIHAIOTCS KPOBBIO, KPOBB
cTeKaJia 1o Lenu ¥ KaMHI0. Teno 6oneno, Ho Kencu MemieHHO
TIOAHSUIaCh Ha KOJIEHH, MpPYKMMasi paHeHYIO PYKY K Tely.

Homnan, xax u Burmi, cmoTpen Hapyxy. Ho Kencu ysunena
€ero JIMLIO, He 3acThiBLIEe, KAK Yy KOJOYHBH; OH IIBLITAJICS
noiiMaTh €€ B3MAA. MoHaH 1IMPOKO PacKphUl POT, CJIOBHO B
BOMHCKOM KJIHYe, KOTOPhIf OHAa He MOIJIa YC/LIIATh.

JleByllIKa NOPBIBUCTO NMPOTAHY/IA OKPOBAaBIEHHYIO PYKY H
TpMxaja e€ K KoJIbYyre Ha Oeape BoMHa — caMoMy Gi3koMy
K cebe Mecty. Jpoxs mpobexama mo Teny HoHaHa, oH
TIoBepHY rojioBy 1 nocMoTpe Ha Kencu. M Tyt Xe HakioHWI-
csl, MOAXBATHWI €€ H NpHXaJ K cebe, OTIMHXHYB IpH 3TOM
mépTBoro ¢aca. Moxer, Burra u 6bU1a emé cra3aHa, HO OH
sIBHO ocBoGoguics.
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Honan B3s1 €€ paHEeHYIO PyKY H TYT Xe BLIDOHHJI, CIOBHO
ero yaapwmi. To, 9TO AepXano Lellb H KaMEHb BO BpeMs
HanaJeHHd, MPOJOJIKAIO AHCTBOBaTh. MIOHaH OCTOPOXHO
TIOOHEC PYKOATb Meda, NMPUKOCHYICA K LCIH.

Metann crnokoifHO Npopes3al 3alluTy, NMPOLIEN B 3aBUTOK
e ¥ OTBEJ €€ OT paHbl, KOTOpasl INMPOAOIXaja CWIbHO
KPOBOTOYHT.

Keicu omryrina, Kak B pyKe 3aKoJIO/IO, CJIOBHO OHa OTXO-
Inia oT napanu4a. OHa naablieM KOCHyJach uerm. Ilpn sTom
TNPUKOCHOBEHHHM PyKa €€ HaKOHeI[ pa3Xajiach, M JeBylIKa
CMOIJIa NIEPEXBATHTh LIEIIb U KAMEHb JPYTOi pyKoOii.

Korna oHa ceja, myJ1sc B pyKe OLIyLIAJICS MOYTH TaK X€, KaK
OKpyXaBllas UX BUOpaius. HonaH nepesssan eit PYKY OOpBIB-
KOM oJeXbl, BRITPSIXHYB U3 MelIKa Ha paHy ITbUIb OT JIUCTHEB
WwibeifHa, ¥ MOJOXWI PYKy eii Ha KoJleHH. BuTmi 3amMuraia,
TIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY M IIOCMOTpeEJia Ha HHUX, KaK OYITO TOJHKO
YTO MpOCHYBUINCH. MOHaH BHITONKHYI Teno daca 3a Npenes!
3Be3ABl, CHOBA Ha4epTWI JIyd OCTPHEM Meda, HO TPaBHl AJIsd
VKpEIUIEHHUA 3Be3bl Y Hero Gonbliie He ObUIO.

— Tu He mnobGegwr.. — Burm Hapymmia MojdaHue,
nponxoJDXaBlieecss C MOMEHTA HanageHus daca. — DTo npocTo
JIOXHBIH BBITIAJ, 9YTOOBI HCIBITATh HAIH CHIIBI.

«H nna aToro Beimaaa BeIOpamu MeHs, — noaymana Kencu,
— Kak camyio ciabyio». Ho He cTasia roBOpHTbL 3TOro BCIIYX.
HPoHan, JomkHO 6T, JOragaics, 0 4EM OHa JYMAET, IIOTOMY
YTO CKA3a:

— Onnako oHM nocnanu ¢daca. Yero Hukorma Owl He
clesany, ecad 651 CUMTaH, 9TO MOTYT CIPAaBHUTLCS C HaMH
onHoit Boneit u cwioit. OHHU...

Kesncu cHOBa Hafiena Ha 1I€I0 LieTh, KAMEHB JIeXall Y He€ Ha
IPyIdH, PSIOM C paHEHOM pYKOii.

— A XTO OHH? — paHbllIe OHA ITLITA/IACh Y3HATDh 3TO Y BUTTI,
Teneps crnpociwia MonaHa.

— JIpeBHUe... MOXET, axe Benuxuii, npuBA3aHHEbIH K 3TOH
3emiie. Ho oH 3acTpsi, co Beeli cBoeit CIOi, B 4€M-TO TAKOM,
Yero He MOXET HM IIepeBApUTb, HH MONYMHHTh, — MOHaH
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CHOBA HadJaJl IPOYepPIHBATD JIMHUH 3Be3Ibl. — M BoT B caMoM
cepAue ero KpenocTH... Mbl!

Burth nopepHyna ronosy. JIuio €€ 6bU10 IMIIEHO BhIpaXe-
HH, HO IM1a3a cBepKamu. O6paTuiack oHa K KeJicH, urHopupys
BOMHA:

— Yr1o B TeOe ecTb TAKOro, YyXecTpaHKa, YTO THl TaK
npotuBocToMlmb TeMe? KakuMH ciwiaMu TH obnagaeins?

Kecmn noxadana ronosoii.

— 51 06 3TOii cwile HU9ero He 3Halo. A OHU BepHYTCsI? —
OIHY CXBaTKy OHa BhIiepXajia, HO BBIACPXMWT JIH BTOpYIO?

— Kak oH ckasan, — BHTII moanbopoakoM ykasajia Ha
MoHaHa, KOTOpHI# CTOSUI, ClIeTKa PacCTABHB HOTH, CJIOBHO
TOTOBWICH K CXBaTKe, BHHMATEJILHO IVIIAS HAa TyMaH Haj
PYIbEM, — MBI Ha TEPPUTOPHH, TIOBEJINTENb KOTOPOii, KTO OFI
OH HH ObUI, XO4€T HaC YHMITOXHUTh — WIN BHTHaTh. BouH! —
OHa 9yTh NOBHICWIA CBOIl CKpHITy4Hii ronoc. — CMOTpH Ha
cBoii Med. Xyaimee HaM ellé npeacTouT. YTo Aenaer yeaoBeK
C KyCKOM Ips3H Ha o6yBu? CtpsaxusaeT e€. Moxer ObITH, TOT,
KTO BJIafIeeT 3To# KPeNnocThIo, HE MOXET 3AeCh NOJIb30BaThC
BCeH cBOeH CWIOH, HHade OymeT MOBpeXIeHa ero KpenocTb.
ITo3TOMY OH IIPOCTO CTPAXHET Hac...

M TyT, CNOBHO €€ cnoBa OBUIH 3aKIMHAHMEM, TYMaH Ha
Pydbe BHOBb HEOXHIAHHO M3MEHWICS: paccTyIwics, oOHa-
X1 Oeper, TOT caMblif, Kyaa npeirHyna Kesncu, — u 3acToin B
TaKOM IOJIOXCHHH. DTO OBUIO SICHOE NPMIVIalIEHHE YXOIUTb.

Yxonuts, 4TO6BI C HMMH Jlerde CIpaBWINMCh B ONHOM M3
KOPHIOPOB, KOTOPhIE OTXOAAT OT 3TOH melnephbl? 3ansacToe y
KeJsicu nynscHpoBaiio, APYToi pykoii OHa CXHMajla KAMEHb,
KOTOPbIN COBCEM NOTYCKHEJ.

MoHaH MelIeHHO MOWIEN K TOMY MECTY, C KOTOPOTO Tpo-
HM30LUI0 HanaJleHHe 3JIOBOHHOIO cylnecTBa M3 pydnd. OH
OCTOPOXHO OOGOTHYN BC€ elN€ NOoAEPTrHUBAIOLIYIOCS Maccy,
JIeXaBIIyl0 Ha MeCKe, M BCTaJl Ha caMOM Kpalo pydps. K
IIPOTSIHYJI PYKOSTh Me4a K Omkaifineil mopocjiu rpuboB.

Te 3ammeBemUmICh, OTCTYMMWIM OT MArM4ecKOro MeTaslia.
BuTTII, CIOBHO HE Xejlad OTCTaBaTh, B3MaxHy/ila CBOMM KaM-

403



HEM, H claboe HaMydeHHE TOYHO TaK Xe¢ MOJCHCTBOBAIO Ha
Apyroe my3atoe pacteHue. [lon pyxoii Kesncu e€ co6cTBeHHBII
KaMeHb CTall 9yTh TeIUlee.

— Moxems 3amaHyTs Bnepén? — MoHaH nosepHyncs K
KXoJIyHbe. — MoxXeT TBO# KaMeHb BRIBECTH Hac orciofa?

OHa nmoxaJia IUie4aMH.

— K10 3Haer? Ho ecmu octaneMcsl Ha MecTe, HUKOTIa He
y3HaeM.

Kencu npukycmna ry6y. IIoKMHYTh 3TOT €IMHCTBEHHBII
OCTPOBOK 6€30MmacHOCTH, TYCTh flaXe HEHANEXHBIA, — HeT,
OHa C 3THM He cornacHa. Tenepp 60/b OT 3an9CThA NepelIa
Ha BCIO PYKYy, MEAUIEHHO INpOKIaZikiBas ceGe Jopory B Telo.
Kencu He Obhula maxe yBepeHa, CMOXET JIM CHOBAa BCTaTh H
natu. Ho KonmyHbsl, Kak GbI JOKA3bIBask CHIIY CBOEIO KOJIOB-
cTBa, MHHOBala MoHaHa, IBHHYNach BIEpén M, MPHMIOTHAB
noJsl J06KH, NepenphirHy/a 9epe3 pydeil. IoHaH oBepHYJICA
x KeJicH, IpoTsAHYN pyKy ¥ CHOBa IIOCTABWI AE€BYLIKY Ha HOTH.

— Omna npaBa, — cxa3an oH. — OcTaBaTeCsd Ha MecTe H
IIPOCTO XIaTh, YTO €I BHIIUIOT NPOTHB Hac, IVIYIIO.

Kencu no3soymia BOMHY IpOBECTH ce0s K Kpalo pydbsd. Tam
OHa 3aKphUIa IVIa3a B CTpaxe, 9TO M3 BOAH NOSBHTCS KaKOii-
HUOYAs HOBBLIHA yXac, NpeXe €M OHH.NIOC/IEAYIOT 32 KOJITYHbE.
Ho onu nepe6panucs 6e3 BCAKHX ITOMeX CO CTOPOHKI TOTO, YTO
3nech xwio. OQHAKO OKOHYATEJIbHO BBITH HApyXy — 3TO
COBCEM JpyTOe jiesio, M B ITybuHe gymu Kescn coMHeBanach,
yTOo 3T0 MM yaacrca. OHM GynyT 6ponuTh NMo JaGHpUHTAM
KOPHIOPOB, NOKAa IOJIOA M XaXIa He oclabfT MX, M Torna
Jmojieii JIeTKko oponeeT Kakoii-ro apyroii ciayra Temul. OHa
Xopollo NoMHWIA nmcoB CapHOB M caMMX CTPAlIHBIX BCaTHH-
KOB.

BurTa 1w1a Bnepeau M ymrybmiach B GIHO H3 OTBEPCTHIA,
npexne 4eM OHHM AoTHalM e€. Bosb, KoTopas paHblle XIJia
OTHEM, Teleph CMEHWIACh oleneHeHHeM. KeJcH cnoTnika-
nack, Ho VloHaH Bcerza roToB 6sU1 noanepXaTh €&,

B xopunope 6bU10 TEMHO, TOJILKO pa3bpocaHHbIE TOJIOCKH
PACTHUTEILHOCTH MCITYCKAIH c/1abblif CBET; HO HX CTAHOBHIOCH
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Bcé MeHble. Kencu Ha Xomy mpHCIIylIHBaJiach, YBepeHHas,
9TO CKOPO YCJIBIIOMT 3BYKHU IpecjieJOBaHUsA, HO IOKA JO HUX
HUYEro He JOHOCWIOoCh. MoXeT, MX KAKMM-TO 06pa3oM ITOHST
K MECTYy, Iie ¢ HUMHU Jierde OyzmeT cnpaBUTbcA? Burrn 6e3oc-
TaHOBOYHO I1IUIa BMEPEN, YBEPEHHO Hesas BBHIOOpP -MeXIy
NpoxoAaMH, HO KaK OHa 3TO JejlaeT, He oObsCHSIIA.

Brniepenu nosBwics cBeT — He KpacHHBI Olieck, He Gones-
HEHHOE cBeYeHHe IpHOOB, HET, CEPRIif CBET, MPOOHBaBIOIUIACS
u3-3a yrna. Monan noasén Keicy Tyna, ¥ HSOXHMIaHHO OHM
OKa3aJINCh Nepel oTBepcTHeM, KeJicu BCKpHKHY/IAa U OTCTYIIH-
Jla Ha ABa-TPHM lIara, HHa4Ye Morjia Obl yIacTb.

Bce Tpoe BhIGpasmich Ha HEGOJNBUIYIO IUIOMIAAKY, €ABa MX
BMelaBuryio. OHM HaXOJWIMCh BRICOKO B BO3AyXe Ha Kpalo
MOHOJIMTA U3 KpacHoro KaMHsl. KeJicu 3nopoBoii pykoit aep-
Xajach 3a Kpa#l OoTBepcTHS, M3 KOTOPOIO OHHM TOJNBKO YTO
peruwm. Ho MoHaH 1arnyn Bnepén M 3amIssHyN BHH3.

Yepe3 MrHoBeHHe OH BepHyJcd. BUTTA Kak 6yaro cHoBa
Torpy3wiach B MpayHOe€ HAcTpoeHHe, Korma €€ HUYero He
HHTEpecyeT.

— MiI Ha rosoBe YygoBHIA, — cooblLnwi BoMH. — Ham
HYXHO OyaeT CITyCTHTbCS.

Kencu, obeperasi paHeHYI0 PyKy, BCTIOMHI/IA, KAK BO3BBI-
1Iajyiach YyAOBHIIHAS IOJIOBa HaJl JOPOroii 9epenoB. Y He€ HeT
HHUKAKOH HafeXIbl CIIyCTUThCA. HeyanuBUTENBHO, 9TO MM AN
GecrnpensaTcTBEeHHO BhITH. OHa He COMHEBajach, 4TO Bpar
TOYHO 3HAET, I[le OHU HAXONSITCA, M HAPOYHO NPUBET MX CIOAA.
Ja Bean mo6oii dac, BLICKOIUBIINIA M3 3TOTO OTBEPCTHSA, JIETKO
cbpocur ux B mpomnacte. He rosops yxe o CapHax M HMX
OTHEHHBIX CTpeJaX.

— Ilyru BHM3 HeT, — Tyno nMpoGoMoOTaJIa OHa.

VoHaH cHOBa MOAHAN €€ Ha HOTHM, HE TaK MATKO, KaKk
paHblle.

— IIyTb ecTh! — rOBOPMJI OH HACTOWYIHMBO, IYTh HE KpHIAJ
B YIIH.

— CwMoTpu! — HEMHOIO Morofig NOKa3aji OH.

IIpssMo noa HUMH HAYMHAJICA BLICTYIT; BpeMs He NOAaIWIo
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€ro, TaM BHIHEJIOCh MHOXECTBO YIIyONE€HHH, 3a KOTOpLIE
MOXHO yxBaTtuThca. [loxanyii, ecom 651 He 60bHAsI pyKa, OHa
Morsia 6 crycruthesi. Ho ¢ ogHo#t pykoii Hedero gaxe
nbITaThca. OmHaKo, noxoxe, MoHaH M 310 yuén.

IIpexne 9eM oHa cMOTIVIa BO3pa3uTh, OH PACCTETHYJ IIPSIKKY
H CHSUI CBO# mosic. [ToToM cHOBa IPOTSAHYJ K HEll pyKy.

— TBgoit nosic! — notpe6Gopan 1oHOIIA. JleBylIKa NOMBITa-
Jlach OJHOM PYKOH CHSITh €ro, HO OH OTBEN €€ PYKYy M caM
paccrerHya npsxxy. IloroM cuenmi o6a nosica BMecrte, Npo-
BEpHJI Ha KOJICHe KpPENoCThb coefMHeHHudA. Chenan mneTmo,
Haziea Ha 3J0pOBOe IUIEYO AEBYIIKM M NOABEN €€ Kpalo.

— Cmyckaiics! _

Kencu xotenocs yiTH ¢ Kpas, HO OHa cXaJia 3yOklI ¥ YIIpSIMO
TI0MoN31a, Ha MTHOBEHHE NIOBUCHYB B IyCTOTE, DIsias HE BHU3,
a TONBKO Ha KaMeHb Iiepeld cob0oif; HO BOT HaKOHEI[ OHa
ynépack HoraMH B BRICTYII Ha KAMEHHOI# roJioBe YyfOBHINA U
3aIVIAHYJIA B OTBEPCTHE €T0 MIa3a. OTOEpHYNAch M NOCTapaiach
JIepXaThCA KaK MOXHO Aanbine. U6o eit mokasanock, 9T0 TaM,
JajeKo BHYTPH, MeJIbKAIOT OTpPaXeHHU IUIaMeHH, KOTOpoe OHa
BHIENA B 3aJIe CMEPTH.

MoHnan Hudero He ckasan BUTTI, HO, OYEBHAHO, KOJIYHbS
caMa pelwia, 9To CIyCK BO3MOXEH, U CIyCTWIACh, IepXach
pykamu 3a BeicTymel. Ho Monan okasaincst BHU3y paHbIne €€ u
Hagan omnyckaTh Kejicm aanpime — Ha pasbyximee IUiedo
JyIOBHIIA.

OHa He Morjla BCTIOMHHTb, CKOJIBKO BpeMEeHHM 3aHS BeCh
CITyCK, KOI1a HaKOHell, BC MOKpad OT N0Ta, OHa OKa3aJiach Ha
3emiie. [IBaX ol JeBYLIKA YAApUIACh JIOKTeM GONBHOM pyKH, B
oT 60/ e€ 4yTh He BRIPBAJIO; €if TPYOAHO OBUIO O YEM-HUOYIH
AyMaTh, KOrJa Iocjie NMOCJIeXHEro CIycka ¢ COrHyToro KojieHa
JyIOBHINA OHA OLIYTIIA CYXYIO 3eMJIIO TG CBOMMM CIabhIMH
npoxanrumy HoraMu. IToToM psimoM ¢ Hei ogyrwics Honan,
a 3aTyMaHeHHBIMM OT ci€3 Gonu miasamu Keicu yBuzena
CNHHY BUTTII: XONmyHBs YX0AMIa, CIOBHO OoJblie He ObUIa HX
CITyTHHLIEH.

Honan nomor Kescu BeTaTs ¥ noBén Tyaa Xe, Kya yXoowia
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KONIyHBA, YXBAaTHBIIKCH 3a II0SAC, KOTOPEIH BCE €lIE CBUCAJ C
wieda aepywiku. Korma 6ombp HeMHoOro otiryckana, Keacn
OoXmuaaja B noboe MTHOBEHHE YCIIbLIIIATh XPUIUIBIH JIai coﬁalcu
win Bo3rac CapHa. Ho Hudero He ORUIO CIIBILIHO.

OHa noBepHyJach K NMOAAepXHWBABLIEMY €€ BOMHY.

— OHH Hac He OTHYCTAT...

— Ilouemy? — Bo3pasmn oH. — FIM Xe HyXHO y3HaTh, YTO
HIeT oHa, — VOHaH KMBKOM yKa3aJl Ha IIeALIYIO Bliepeny
Burtn. — IloueMy Ol He AaTh eif WLTIO3MIO CBOGOAEI, X OHA
caMa OTBEJET X Ha Mecrto. [ymaelnb, MX He HHTEpecyeT,
TniogeMy MbI 6pOIUM B AUKOM MECTHOCTH, B KOTOPYIO JaBHO He
3aXOAWIH CTOPOHHUKH CaeTa?

— 3HayuT... THl CYMTacllb, YTO OHH C HAMH HTpalor? —
Kencu 3anHynachk. Tpy MBILIKM M COHHAs KOIUKAa, KOTOpas
JaéT noberde HEMHOTrO noberaTh, HO MOTOM HEMHUHYEMO IIpH-
XKMET JNamnoi.

— A nymalo, oTyacTH 3To HcnbiTanie. Ho nyMalo Takxke, 910
ecsy 6bl OHU 3aXOTENIM, MBI HUKOIZIA HE BHILUIH GBI XHBEIMHM
M3 3TOI0 MecTa.

Kencu meITanack He COIJIACHTLCA C 3THM MpadHLIM OTBE-
TOM, HO CJIMIIKOM O4YeBHAHA ObUIa €ro jioruka. OHU MBIIIH,
KOTOPHIM NO3BOJIWIH Yoexarh. Y, KoHeYHO, OTHHIHE 332 HUMH
OynyT NMPHUCTAILHO CJIEAUTD.

OnHako, eci VIoHaH M BepHJI B CBOH CJIOBa, AEHCTBOBAM OH
TaK, 6yATo OHM cbGeXa/mM Mo-HacTosleMy, IDEN OLICTPO M
nomoran uatu Kesncu. JleByurka co3HaTeNbHO He OIVIAALIBa-
JIach, IOTOMY YTO MBICJIEHHO BHAEJa, KAK CHAsLLEE YyAOBHILE
HETOPOIUITMBO TIOAHUMAaeTc M MAET MO MX cJendy, FoToBOe
pa3gaBUTL WIM CXBAaTHTD JIanoil.

OxH noxoLU K 3apociisiM — He rpubaM, Kak nox 3eMi€i,
a K TYCTHIM KOJIOYMM KyCTaM; OHH POCJIHM TaK 4acTo, 49TO,
Ka3aJioch, IIpoXofa yepe3 KYCTAapDHHMK HET U ObITh He MOXeET.

Ho Burmi, He ocTaHaBIMBasiCh, B3MaXHyJla KAMHEM, B OH
CBEPDKHYJI TaK, CJOBHO HHKOIZa He ObIBaJI B NOA3EMHBIX
nepexofiaX; paCTHUTEILHOCTh 3aABIMAJINCh, CMOPIOWIACh H OT-

CTymHIa.
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Ecim xonmyHes ToXe cuMTana, YTO MM IIO3BOJIIM YIHTH,
9TO6BI BLICIEAUTD HX 1ieJIb, OHA HUKAK He IMMOKA3BIBAJIa 3TOIO
H He IIBITaJIach 3aImyTaTh ciell. KycTsl 65IcTpO IpeBpaliayiich
B IeTiesT M paccTyNaMCh Niepel Heil, a BOMH M AeBYUIKA LIUTM
3a Burrn. Kencu ragana, ckomsko BpeMEHH OHa emé npoaep-
XUTcA Ha Horax. Bonb mepeuuia ¢ mwieya Ha Ipyab, Tak 4To
CTaJIO TPYAHO AbIIaTh. KeJcH XOTeNoCh TONMBKO JieUb, 3aKPhITh
IJ1a3a ¥ MOTPY3UThCS B YEPHYIO MYCTOTY.

OHa He 3aMeTWIa, KaK I'ycThle KOMO9He 3apOCiid CMEHH-
JINCh CBeXHMMM 3eJIEHBIMH KyCTaMM; Ha KyCTaX JaXe pOCid
apoMaTHble LBeThl. TONBKO Temepp HAaKOHEL-TO AEBYLIKA
ocBoboAmwIach OT 3/I0BOHHSA Noa3eMenbs. KescH HM Ha 9To He
obpainasa BHUMaHHs, KpoMe 0o B Tesle, ¥ NpPHIIUIA B cebd,
amob Korga HMoHaH pasXan pyKy M OCTOPOXHO OITyCTHI
JAEBYLIKY Ha 3eMJTIO.

OTKyna-To JOHOCWICS 3BYK TeKylleH BOABI — BOABI WIH
orasa? Kescu neitanach yoeauthb cebsi, 970 oHa GoJbllle He B
newepe. [lotoM nonsrranace Bcrath. Ho BurTa 3acraBmia e€
CHOBa JieYb, KOJOYHbS CKIOHMJIAaCch Hax Heil, M AeBylLuKa
OLIyTIIA TaKylo 0OJib, YTO OIATH NMOTPY3WIACh BO ThMY.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi CIyCTA OHa IOYYBCTBOBaJia HeBAAJICKe
Temwio Kocrpa. M moHsiia, 910 mHosic Gosblile HE JICXHT Ha
OONMBbHOI pyKe, a CTSATHMBaeT 3AOPOBYI0. UTO-TO mIpiCKaio eé
GONBLHYIO PYKY M IUIeY0 K 3eMJle, OHa 3aKpHiaja oT Golu u
CKBO3b CJIE3BI YBHAENA, KAK OT KOCTpa NMPUOIMXaeTCs ¢ ME9OM
B pyke MoHaH.

JlesBue morpyswiochk B €€ 3amscThe. M1 Benenm 3a 3THM
nocJeaoBaia He 60JIb, HO XOJIOR, JIeAsTHOM XOJIOH, CJIOBHO OHA
JIeXHT B cyrpobe cHera M 3aMep3aeT. X0JIo4 OT PyKH pacipoc-
TpaHICH Mo BceMy Teay. Kesicu 6bU1a B CO3HaHMH, HO TeJIO eif
He noBHHOBaoch. OHa Jaxe He MOIJIa“cKa3aThb HM CJIOBA,
YTO6bI O6JIErYMTh 3Ty IBITKY XOJIOAOM.

Xonon 9yTh OTCTYNII, X OHA OLIYTHIA BO3BpallleHHe OTHA
M 601M, 0cCOOGCEHHO CIUIbHOIf, MOTOMY 9YTO BLI3BAJI €€ XOJIOA.
IloToM ycamnuana cioBa, HO OHH He MMM U1 He€ CMBbICIIa.

— S pacmpocTpaHsieTCA... OHA YMpPET... — 3TO cKasall
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Honan? Kakas pasHmua? YMpET... MoxeT, OHa yXe yMepia
WIN CTOUT Y CaMEIX BpaT CMEpPTH.

— TI'me TBOIT KaMeHb, Jeau?..

— OH He 19 TaKUX LEJIEH.

— Heyxemu? Tol pamb eii yMepeTb, XOTS 3Haelllb, KaK
MHOTO OHa 3HAYMT AJIf TBOEro mnoucka?

— A Mory ucKaTh ofHa...

— 3BToro Tpebosan y Tebs coer?

— To1 MmyxanHa. Yto 3Haelmb THl O cuae?

— JocTaro9Ho, YTOOKI NMOHATh, YTO €€ MOXHO HCIIONB30-
BaTh IO-pa3HoMy, Jeau. M rosopio TeGe: HMcnoab3yii eé!
Hewmennenno!

CHoBa X0JI0fl, BEPHY/IOCh GoJlle3HEHHOE OlieTIEHEHHe, OHA
najgaja ¢ 9yJoBMINA... M Ha KHe €€ oXHaaja ThMa.

15

Kencu uua, BepHee, 6pena, CIOTHKASICH, NOJAe pXUABacMast
cwiIbHO# pyxoif. MHorma, Hampsras B3IVISIA, OHM pa3jMyaia
BIiepeAH cepyio ozexay. Ho omexna sm 310? Vlm mepctn?
Ionnsareni xomagyuit xBocT. Kolnka, pasMepoM C NaHTepy,
uwia nepen Heil. Koinka... komka 6buIa... H BpaTa... H IIOTOM
HEBEPOATHHIE COOLITHSA, KOTOPhIE B NIyOMHE QYL OHA O CHX
Nop HHKAK He MOIJIla NpH3HAaTh peabHMMH. [leBylnka c
OIPOMHBIMH YCWINSMM TNOHSMIA PYKY. B pyke HeT uemn, 3a1o
3aMsCThe NMOKPHIBAIOT IIpaMbl, KOTOPRIX paHbllleé He OnUIO.

— Jleau... — rojioc KOHOCHWICH CJIOBHO M3naneka. Keicu
MLITaNach He CIbIoaTsh ero. [IpocTo HYXHO OCTAHOBHTLCA H
OTIOXHYTb.

— Jlenn! — 3ByKH cTajH 60jiee XpHIUILIMM H HANIPSTKEHHEI-
mu. OHa cienaja OrpoMHOE YCHJIME, NOBEPHYJA IOJIOBY H
YBHAEJIA JINLIO, NOJTy3aKphiToe 6oeBbIM 1IeMoM. Cepast ogex-
Ja BriepeiH KONLIXHYNACh; TOT, KTO 1IEJ B CEPOM, NOBEPHYJCS
K HeH.

— JleBymka! — B 3TOM rojioce He GbUIO 3a60THI, TONLKO
TpeGoBaTenbHOCTh. — IlocMOTpH Ha cBoii KaMeHB!
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OTKyna-To CHH3y, C €€ COOCTBEHHOIO Tella, HCXOAWIO
cnaboe cusHue. Kescn omycTiia rosoBy ¥ yBUAe/la CBETALIY -
JoCcs TOUKY Y ce0s Ha rpynu. IToToM MalDWHAJILHO LIEBEILHYIA
PYKOii B lIpaMaX, YToOB KOCHYTbcs e€. Orons! [leBymika TyT
Xe OTAEPHYJIA PYKY — OHa yXe o0Xuraiach paHblie, 60bLIe
He XOYeT.

— Hac npecnenyior, — cioBa 3TH, NPOU3HECEHHEIE PANOM
C HEIO, HUYEero He 3HaAYWIH. ’

— To1 Moxews moMo4yb? Pa3zBe KaMeHb He IIOMOTaET TOMY,
KTO HOCHT ero?

— Moxer 66ITh. HO TONBKO €cni MM BJIAACIOT 3aKOHHO, a
He TaK, KaK 3Ta... — 3T0 KoluKa oTBedaer? Kecu, B cyuHocTH,
obU10 Bc€ paBHO. OcTaBWIM 6BI €€ B nMoxoe!

— Oc... TaBb... T€... MEHA... — KaXJi0e CJIOBO JaBaJioCh €if
C OrpOMHBIMH YCHWINSIMH.

JleByllIKa OKayHynachk B pyKax TOro, KTo BEN e€, a KOLIKa
CTOs/Ia, CMOTpeNia H He BMELIHBAJIACh.

— Jlenu, ounucs! OHH HOYT MO HalIEMy cJeny, MHl He
XOTHM, YTOORI Hac JOTHAIH.

OHa cieno NpoTsHy/Na PyKY, NOJOXHIA €€ Ha KAMEHb U

OHa BHOBb CTOSUIa B 3aJle CO MHOXECTBOM KOJIOHH, XOTS
JIM1Ib HEMHOTHE M3 HUX NoAie pXUBaloT Kpbiuy. [ToBepxHocTh
KOJIOHH NOKPHIBAJIa caXa OT CTaphIX KocTpoB. Ho oHa npuimia
ciofla He pasIIsAABIBATh 3TH Pa3BaIMHbI, OHA MPHIIUIA IOTOMY,
YTO AOJDXKHA ObUla npHiTH. YTO-TO MOTAHYJIO €€ OcIabeBlee
Teno. Y1 cHoBa Bajeke OHa yC/BIIIAJNa TOJI0ca, HO 3BYKH HE
HMMEeJH 111 He€ cMBbIC/a;

— Kyza ona nnér?

— Ornyetn €€, mynen. E€ TaHer xaMeHs. Hama nopora
TaM, Kyla OHa MHET.

Onare KOJIOHHBI, OHA NIPOXOAWIA MHMO HHX, HO 332 HUMH
BCTaBaIM BCE HOBEIC M HOBBIE, DS 33 PSAOM YXOOWIH OHH
BOAJIb, ¥ OHA HE BUJEJNa KOHIIA CBOEro MyTH Mexny HuMH. Ho
BOT NyTb €€ CY3WICH AO TPOIIK MEXAY ABYMsSI PSiiaMH KaMeH -
HbIX AepeBbeB, a 33 HUMHU OHa yBHAeIa Gonblone TpoHbl. Han
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KaXJIbIM TPOHOM BHJIOCH 06J1aKo IbIMa, BWIOCH M B3[IbIMAJIOCh,
CJIOBHO OOHTAaTENb TPOHA HE MOT NMPHUHATH peajibHOH OpMEI.
Ho gaxe ecymn 3TH o6UTaTE M XOTENHN € 3712, OHU He IBITAMCh
OCTAHOBUTb €€, 3aCTABHTH CBEPHYTSH C IMyTH. Kejicu nponomka-
JIa MATH C TOPSIIIMM KAMHEM B pyKe, ¥ eii HUJero He OCTaBaJIoCh
JeJiaTh, KaK TOJILKO MCKATh TO, YTO JOJDKHO OBITH HaiieHo.

Ha ckonbko Xe MWIb NMPOTAHYIUCH 3TU PSAbl KAMEHHBIX
cron6oB? OHa MOIJIa MATH M 9ac, H AeHb, a2 KOHLIa UM BCE He
6ru10 BUAHO. Temeps MeXOy -KOJIOHHAMH CHIETH, CKOPIUB-
HIKCh, CTPAaHHBIE TPOTECKHbIE 3BEPH, HO HM OJWH He rpo3u e
JlanaM#d WIM KIBIKAMH, He OCTaHaBIMBajJ €€, M AeByllka
npoaonxana uaTH. [loka He ocosHana, 9TO GoNblle He UNET
cpeay KOJIOHH, — OHa...

IIpocHynacs! [Ipo6yxneHue 65U10 BHE3aITHBIM, CIOBHO OHA
OYHyJach OT yaapa. OHa Teneph 3Hajla, KTO OHa... H KTO 3Ta
XeHIIMHA B cepoii ofleX e, naylnas cjieBa, ¥ KTo HAET pAaaoM
¢ Hell ¥ moaAepXuBaeT Ha xoAy. CTosU1a HOYb; JTyHa, HAaUWHa-
jolas y6uIBaTh, APKO OCBeLlaja 3eMII0 M Gpocama KpyroM
IyCTBIE TEHH.

OHH BBILIUTH U3 JIECY, M LIATATH II0 OTKPBHITOM paBHHHE, TaK
YTO Teleph AODKHBI ObITh XOpOlLIO BHAHBEI TEM, KTO MIET 3a
HuMM. KeJIcH pe3Ko MoBepHYJa IoJIoBY, YTOOEI CIIPOCHUTH, ITO
OHM 3/1eCh AEJNAIOT...

Ho ona yxe 31ana 31o. OHa AoJDKHA HATH Tyla, KyAa BeJET
e€ xkaMeHb. XOT4 AeBy1NKa 6oJIbllie He JepxXaja KaMeHb B pYKe,
TOT, BUCS Ha LIENH, TSIHYJ €€ Bnepén, 1 OHAa IyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK
TPETCA Uellh O 1I€I0, CJIOBHO CTPEMHUTCA COPBAaThcs, 0CBOGO-
OUTBCA, YIETETh BIIEPEN, K TOMY, YTO €€ NpPH3LIBAET.

A psIOM pacTEeKaJIOCh CHSIHHE APYTOro KaMHS, TOIo, KOTO-
phui 6511 Y Butrn. OH ToXe 0OXWI, HO HEe HAaTATHBAJ Lielb, U
Kencu nokasanocs, 9To U CBETHWICS OH ciiabee.

— T'ne MBlI? — cnpocuna oHa, W rojoc €€ INpo3ByYal
HEOXHAaHHO CWIBHO.

BUTTJI NOYTH HECNBILNIHO OTBETHIIA:

— Tpony Bribpana Tbl, Tebe M oTBedaTh. I'me MbI? MBI LT
LieJIBIA IeHb, a KOIIa OTAbIXaMH, MPHXOAWIOCH Tebs yaepXH-
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BaTh KaK becrioxoifHyio sowaas. M 6ombinyio 4acTh HOYH MBI
ToXe UUIH. A T, YTO OXOTATCH, NOKAa ell€ HAac He TPOHYIIH.
IToka. TsI He ObUTa OOpyUeHa ¢ KAMHEM, NTOYEMY X€ OH y TeOs
Takoi xuBoii? S Takoro HuKorna He BHIeNa. YTO THI ¢ HUM
clenana, JyxecTpaHKa?

— Hudero. 310 caM KaMeHb...

— Hac Bcerga yywin, — BuTTi npoposokana, CJIOBHO He
cabia cyioB Kejicu, — 4To Korga ymMmupaeT KOJAYHbS, yMUpaeT
M ciia e€ kaMHA. Ho Majiknuau MepTBa, a Thl, He HMelolast Ha
3TO NpaBa, Bjiajeelllb KaMHeM. Tax He JOIXKHO ObITb.

Kencu xotenoch NOOHATL PyKYy M, COPBaB LieNb C 1IEH,
OpocHTH €€ B OKeaH BRICOKOHM TpaBhl, IO KOTOPOii OHH Teneph
LILTH.

— He s 310 BBIOpaja... — TYCKJIO CKa3ajia OHa.

— 3TOro He JOJIKHO...

— K geMy cnoBa? — Bmemancst MonaH. — Tl yXe MHOTO
pa3 ropopmna 310. He momxHo OvITh, HO ecTh. Tak nmpu3Hait
3T0.

KonagyHbs nmoBepHy/a rojioBy H THEBHO IIOCMOTpeJIa MUMO
Kencu Ha BoHHa.

— Tuwe, myxuuHa! Yro Ballle TwieMs 3HaeT O TaifHax?

Y KeJicu nosiBIIOCHh BOCIIOMHHaHKeE, HO ciiaboe. Kak 6yaro
BCE 3TO NMPpoM301LIo He ¢ Helo. O ToOM, KaK e€ paHy BCKPHIBAIH
MeTaJUIOM Meda, KaK I'yObl BHICACBIBAIH... TIOTOM XOJIOA KaMHS
Ha paHe.

— OH cnac MHe XHU3Hb, — CKa3aJjia JeBYylIKAa, BCIOMHMB
HelaBHee. — A Kakas IoJjib3a OT TBOMX 3akiaTuii, Burtn? U
s1 AyMalo, — OHa cJierka HaXMypHWIach, — 9TO MBI CTOJIKHYJIUCH
C YeM-TO CWIbHee KaMHEHW, — rojIoBy el crubano, KaMeHb
NpoACIKaN TSIHYTh Brepél, OyaTo xoren ocBoboaurbes. Ho
Kesncu cMyTHO NOHHMaJIa, YTO €CJIH OH MCYE3HET Ha HaliieH-
Hoii MM Tpomne, OHa HaBceraa ero norepsert. Jlaxe KaMeHb
KOJIIYHBH TeTepb CBETWICA spye, OH YyTb NMPUTIONHSICA Hal
€€ cephIM OfEeSIHHEM.

Mope BbBICOKO#, moxonsileil Do KoJieH TpaBbl Bliepeau
npepuIBajIoch. TaM BHAHENIOCHh KAKOE-TO BO3BLILICHHE, HO HE
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TOpHI, @ MArKHe mnojiorne XoaMul. OHM LIUTH NPAMO K 3THM
MOKPHITHIM TEHSAMM XOJIMaM.

JiBaxnanl B3 TpaBbl NOAHMMAINCh NITHLIBI M KPYXWIH Hax
HuMH. JlaXe B TYCKIIOM CBET€ HOYHM GRLUIH OTYETIINBO BUIHBI MX
g€pHble H KpacHhle Tepba. U XoTa oHH He Hanmagamm, Kencu
6nUla yBepeHa, YTO OHM NpHHamIeXaT ThMe, MOXeT, pa3Beli-
yuky CapHOB WIH 9ero-To MM nogobHoro. Ho Tpoe myTHHKoB
JaXe He IBITAIMCH CKPHITHCHA, OHH LIUIH IO OTKPHITOH paBHUHE
MpsIMO K XOJIMaM.

Burtin Bpemsa OT BpeMeHHM YFO-TO TIOBOPWIA; CyAs IO
3ByKaM, TIOBTOpsUIa OAHM H Te Xe coBa. MoHaH 1mén Momua,
Ho Beeraa psigoM ¢ Kencu, nocraroarHo 6m3ko, YToOk! Moaxsa-
THUTH €€, ecJIM NOHaNoOHTCA.

JIyHHBI CBET NO3BOJISUT YETKO pa3iMdaTh TEMHOE U CBET-
noe. Koe-riae Ha paBHMHe pocan KycThl, 1 Keincu ¢ onackoii
nocMaTpHBaJia Ha HUX: € Ka3aJloch, YTO TeHH IO HUMH — He
TEHH KYCTOB, YTO TaM YTO-TO 3aTAWIOCh, HEBHMIHUMOE, HO
TNIOMYHHSIOLIEECS CIUIE TYHHOIO CBETA.

Koraa Ha HeGe NosIBIIMCH NEpBHIe IPU3HAKH PACCBETa, OHH
0o6HapyXIWIH, YTO 1IAraloT yXe He II0 AeBCTBEHHOM CTeIn.
D10, KOHEYHO, OBUJIa HEe JOpOra YepenoB, HO TpaBa Iopelea,
Teneph OHAa NMpOGMBAJach Ha CTHIKAX IUTHT GeJloro KaMHs,
KOTOopble, HSCOMHEHHO, KOTIa-TO BeICTWIamM aopory. Y Korga
OHU CTYIIWJIH Ha 3Ty AOPOTry, Ha KOTOpO# MHOTHME KAMHH ObUTH
BBIBEpHYTHI M HAKJIOHEHbI, Kejich oco3Hana koe-yro ewi€. OHa
He BHJe/Ia M He CJIbIILAJA, TOLKO TYBCTBOBAJIA €0 — NMPHHYX-
ZIeHHe, OLIyLICHHUE, YT0 OHa JOJIXHA YTO-TO cAeNaTh, MIPUIEM
clienaTh OBICTPO. DTO olIyleHHEe 3aIlOIHWIO €€, H OHA Iepe-
ma Ha Ger pricuoii. Hemuoro moroms Burmn m Monan
TIIPHCOEAUHWINCH K HEH.

Hopora Bela B pa3pe3 B NEpBOM psALy XOJIMOB, H 00e
CTOPOHBI 3TOIO NMPOX0Ja OXPAHTH KAMEHHBIE CTOJOH, Ipybo
BLIpYO/IEHHBIE; BpeMsl COBCEM CIVIAIIIO MX IIOBEPXHOCTD, H Ha
Hell TOIbKO MECTaMH YTaJAbIBAIMCh PUCYHKH WIH CMMBOJIBL.

Korma Kencu, onepeiuB CIYTHHKOB, NPOXOAWIA MEXITY
3THMH cTOJI6aMH, YTO-TO IIyGOKO BHYTPH He€ 0XWIo, 3alle-
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BeJWIOCh. DTO OBUIM He €€ BOCIIOMMHAHMSA, HO AEByIIKa
NOAHS/I2 PYKH B NPHBETCTBMM Ha BOCTOK M Ha 3aman. Eé
OXBATHIBAJIO BCE Ooiblee Bo3OyXIeHMeE.

Jopora yxogwia gajabllie, Telneph OHa ObUla B JIydleM
COCTOSTHHH, M MEHbIIIe TPaBbl IOCATANIO Ha €€ NOBepXHOCTh. OT
CTOJI60B OTXOIWIM JIMHUH KPYT/ILIX BO3BBILLICHHIA, 3aKPYIJIEH-
HBIX KaMHeif — He KaK CTeHH, a cKopee, KaK 0603HayeHUA
Jopord. JIBaxasl mopora NMoBopadyMBajia, BHadajle HaIpaso,
notoM Hajiepo. 1 TyT IyThb MM Iiperpaal GONBINOH XOJM.
Kencu HanpaBwiach K HeEMy, CJIOBHO Ha NPHUBA3H: €€ TIHYI
KaMeHb. U nerna Ha 3eMii0, paCKMHYB PYKH, KAMEHb IbUTAT Y
He€ Ha IpyaH; AeBYLIKA IpITKajach K IMOYBE, CJOBHO XOTeja
TIOTPY3UTBCA B HEE M TaM OOHApYXHTh TO, YTO MCKajia KOJ-
OYHBA.

Kescu noBepHyna rojioBy M nocMorpena Ha Burri. Y Toit
KAMEHb TOXEe OTAE/IWICS OT TeJla, yKa3hiBas MpsIMO Ha XOJIM.

— Ilox HMM... WIM 33 HHM... — B pa3IyMbe CKa3aja
KOJIOYHbSI.

Kencu obHapyxmia, 9To majabliaMi poeT 3¢MJIO M IEPH,
KOIIaeT SIMY, CJIOBHO XHUBOTHOE HOpY. BUTT/I npHcoenHmnach
K Heil. Ho TyT nx o6eHx oTTalmwIn, ¥ MX MecTo 3aHsu1 MoHaH,
OH MeYOM NPpHHSUICA PYOMTh KOPHHM MHOTOJIETHEH TpaBBI.
Meraiu1 cBepKas B pyKOATH TaK, Kak Kejich HHMKorga eme He
BHIENA.

OH pybmn, xonaj, TSIHYJA M IIOCTENEHHO OCBOGOAWI OT
ZI€pHa 60JbIION KYCOK NepeIUiIeTEHHOM KOpHAMH 3eM. [lox
HHUM SICHO BHIHEJCH B JIy9aX pacCBeTa KAMEHb, BRIMa3aHHbIH
semnéil. MoHaH mpomomxan paGoTaTh, ¥ BOT BECh KAMEHb,
6oJIBLIO#, pa3MepoM C ABEph, IPeACTal nepel HUMH.

KencH HeBONMbHO BCKpHKHyNa. E€ mnoarammwio K 3Toif
ZIBepH, 6pocHIo Ha KOJIEHH, ¥ CBEPKAIOLIMIA KAMEHB IIpIXaJics
K TOMYy MeCTY, Iiie OObMHO mnoMmelaeTcs ABEpHO# 3aMOK.
JeBylika muiTanack 3aKpbITh JIMLIO, 3allIMTHTECHA OT Ipyboit
XECTKOM NMOBEPXHOCTH, a €€ KAMEHb HadaJl MeJIEHHO NTOBOpa-
YUBaTBHCHA, IOBOPAYMBATLCHA HANIPAaBO, OMHOBPEMEHHO CKPYIHBast
uens. KescH Havana 3aibIXaTbCsl, CIOBHO €€ KasHWIH ynaB-
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Ko#... OHa npocyHyJia JAZOHH MeXIy IOpJIOM U 3TOH yxylna-
1oweil Hensio, HO He MOIVIa YAEPXaTh €€ WIM pa3opBaTh, Kak
He MoIjla OTOpBaTh HaMepTBO NpPWIMINIIHE APYT K ApPYyry
KaMHH.

3ampIXasch, OHa NO3BaJa Ha NOMoIIb, MoHaH TyT Xe
oKasaJyicsl pagoM H ObICTPO NMPOCYHYI MOA LieNb CBOM KMHXaJl.
Kencn yxe He Momia ABINOaTh, KOITJa eMy YAQJIOCh IIOpBaTh
uemns. JdeBymnka ymana, pacTupas ropjio H HaOMpas IOJIHEBIe
nérkue Bo3myxa. M TyT Xe yBuiena, uro BHTTI Ha KolleHaX
3aHsUIa e€ MecTo. U Teneps €€ KaMeHb NIpHUXaJICA K ABEpH, €€
1Ieb Havajla MOBOPAaIMBATBCA.

Ho xongynsa u3Bnexia ypox us onsira Kesncy, ona ycnena
CHATH LieTh C 1€ M Tenepb AepXala €€ B pyKe, 9ToObl He
3al0XHYThCA. CBepXy JOHHU3Y, KaK CTPEJIKa 9acoB, ABUTAJICS MO
TIOBEPXHOCTH JBEPH OJUH KaME€Hb, BTOPOii CIeI0BaJ 32 HUM.
OHH ocienuTENbHO CBepKaiH, M KenicH, He B CHJIaX CMOTPETS,
3acJIOHWMIA [J1a3a.

Ilocnbnnancs 3ByK BcachIBAeMOIO BO3[yXa, 3aTeM IJIyXOit
cxpexer. MoHaH, pyKu KOTOpOIo NO-TIpeXHEMy JIeXaTH Ha
1wiedax Kesncu, ORICTPO oTTalmma AEBYLIKY B CTOPOHY, OHa
BCTaJIa M TOJIBKO TOI1a OCMENIIIACH B3IVISTHYTh CKBO3b NMaJIbLIBL.
OrBepcte. KaMeHHasd IUmMTa OTOlIAa B CTOPOHY, HO HE
COBCEM, M 3a Heil, HeCMOTpA Ha CBET AHA B JOJIMHE, liapwia
CIUIOUIHAsl YepHOTA.

— OHM HIOyT TO, YTO MOXHO HAMTH 3deCh, — BHTTI Ha
KOJIEHAX ToAmnonsia omumxe. — Ml IPHIIUIM M HALLUTH yTpa-
geHHoe!

KonnyHbsi NoqHsUIa pyKH, NPOBeJa HX CKBO3b CHIHHE ABYX
KaMHe#, H e€ KaMeHb OTCOEIMHWICHA OT IUIMTHI M YIIaI €if B
PyKy. Kejicu HeoXoTHO mociiefoBaja €€ MpHMepy H Tenepb
CHOBA AepXajla Ha MOPBaHHO IIENM CBOH KaMeHb.

Ecmu TyT M Haxoawiach JBepb, BpeMd NIOYTH 3aKPHUIO €€, H
Tpoe HAlpATAJIM BCe CMIBI, NBITA’ACh €lé XOTh HEMHOIO
oToaBUHYTh IWIMTY. HakoHen BHTII ymanoch NMpOTHCHYTHCS
MeXIy IUIMTOM M paMoOi, B KOTOpPYI0O OHa Onla BAEJIaHa.
Kamenp Kencu cHOBa mMomHsAICS H NMpPAMON JIMHHEH LienmH
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yKa3pIBAJ Ha Ty Xe 1neis. Y oHa Gblia yBepeHa, 9TO OH He
NO3BOJIMT €M cAenaTh HHU 1ary B cTopoHy. E€ teno, Horu
JBHUTAJIUCh CJIOBHO BOIIPEKH BOJIe, U XOTS [AEBYUIKE OY€Hb
XOTEJIOCh BLIEITUTHES B ABEPD, BBIITYCTHUTD LIEIh C €€ OMAaCHBIM
Ipy30M, BbIOOpa y He€ He 6bUI0, NMayIbIIbl HE pa3XHMMAaJIUCh U He
BBITYCKAJIH LIETH.

Bcnen 3a BUTTI OHAa NPOTHCHY/NAch B 1Uejb M, YC/ILILLIAB
CKpEeXET MeTa/lla 0 KaMeHb, NoHsIa, yTo MoHaH npo6pacs
3a Helo. Bnepean oHa BHAeNa CBEpPKAIOLIHE TOYKU H cepoe
TUIaThe KOJNAYHBH, HO I/l OHA 112, cKa3aTh He Moria. Tonbko
CHOBa OUIyTWIA JISASHOM XOJOJ, KOTOpHI yXe€ IpHBLIKIA
CBSI3BIBaTh ¢ THMOM M MecTaMH, Iie OHa oOHTaeT.

ITaxsio 3eMnéif, KAMHEM M YeM-TO €ll€ — a BCKOpe TOSBH-
JIOCH OIIYLICHHE, CJIOBHO OHM He OHHM, YTO KTO-TO Habmonaer
3a HUMH, He C YTPo30H, He GilaroxesaTeIbHO, He ¢ BoOpoi wm
3710H BoJieif — a paBHOAYWIHO, CJIOBHO HE BIIOJIHE IIPOCHYB-
1INCB.

Burm HeoXuaaHHO BeINpsMIUiach, U Kesicu yBuzena nep-
BYIO Ipy00 BRIpYOJIeHHYIO JecTHULY. OHM NOLIM Nno Heit. O6a
KaMHSI CBETWINCh, HO HX CBET OrpaHMYHBAJICS TEMHOTOIi, B
KOTOpO# CKPBIBAIMCH CTEHBI MpoXoAa U TO, YTO HaXOAWIOCh
Brniepeny. [IoToM OHH OKa3aJIMCh B KOPHAOPE, TAKOM Xe, KaK
M TIpe LAY, HO B €70 JaJIbHeM KOHIIe MepliaJl cIabrlii cBeT
— He CBET KaMHel, a THEeBHOM.

M BoT OHM BBHILUUIM Ha LUMPOKUI KAPHH3 H YBHACIH IOX
coboif MEeCTHOCTb, Ka3aJoCh, COBEPIIEHHO ONYCTOWIEHHYIO.
BHrayvasne Kescu momymana, 4YTo OHH CTOAIT HaJ JIECOM, A€PEBbsA
KOTOPOTO JIMIIIEHb] KEM-TO BETBEH M JIMCTHEB, TaK YTO TOpYAT
OIHM CTBOJIbI, KaK CJIOMaHHbIe 3yObl. Ho moTroM moHsiIa, 9ro
3T0 KAMEHHBIE CTOJIORI BO BMATHHAX, XOTS HUKAKHX CJICHOB
KPBILIM, KOTOPYIO OHH KOTAa-TO NMOANEPXUBAIM, HE COXpPAHH-
Jock. TospKO cepo-6enule pAAbI 3aKPYIVIEHHBIX KOJOHH.

Ot KapHHU3a OTXOAWIA JUIMHHAS JICCTHHLA C CHWILHO H3b-
¢ICHHBIMM BpEMEHEM CTYNEHsAMH; OHA 6e3 BCAKOIO OrpaXcHus
1IIa BOOJL CTeHBI NMPONAacTH, H BUTTI yXe chenana nepBbie
1Iary no Hei, ypepeHHO Hanpapasach BHH3. Kencu Huyero He
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OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK MOCJIENOBATh 32 Heif, IOTOMY 9TO KAMEHb B €€
PYKe TIOBEpHYJICS H yKa3aJl B HanpapJIeHUH CTPaHHBIX pa3Ba-
JIMH BHH3Y.

PasBaJIMHBI LETUKOM 3aHUMAH JOBOJILHO OOJIBIIYIO TPEY-
roJbHYI0 OonuHy. [IyTHMKM HaXoAWIHCh B Y3KOM KOHLIE
TpeyronbHHKa. Kelcm moramsiBajiach, YTO KOTAA-TO 37€ECh
HaXOAWIOCh OYEHDb BAXHOE COOPYXEHHE: XpaM, ABOpell, Kpe-
MOCTb — YTO YTOAHO.

C nmecTHMIIBI OHH BBHILUUTM Ha IUIOLIAaAb, BOKPYT KOTOPOi
paoaMu cTosuim KoloHHbBI. IlokpeTHe IUTolmamM ObUTO He
ceporo 1BeTa, KaK y KaMHe# oOppiBa mo3aau, a roayooro,
MOYTH 3€JIEHOTO, TaK YTO C PACCTOSHMSA MOXHO 6BUIO IO-
IyMaTb, YTO 3TO cBexuii népH. [lnowany 6plIa McreLpeHa
SIPKO-TOJTyObIMM 3HaKaMHM UM CHMBOJIaMH, KOTOophble 0oOpa3o-
BBIBAJIM CJIOXHBIE apaGecKu Noj HOTaMM, XOTS MeCTaMH MX
CKpBHIBJIa HaHecEHHasd BeTpoM mnousa. Ha mouse He 6puIO
BHIHO HMKAKMX,CJIeOOB, HY IPH3HAaKa TOro, 4YTo TyT B IpoO-
LUIbIE TOABl KTO-TO NMOOKIBaJI.

U cHoBa Kencu He Halwia Hy ciiena TeMEl, JlefeHA1Iei Teso
U ayury. Boo61iie HHu4ero, ToIbKO CMYTHOE OLIYLUEHHE YeTro-TO
KpPEeTKO CNAaBLIEro; HO MPH MX NMOABJIEHHH OHO HAaYyaJIo IIPOCkI-
natscs. U ecim O6b1 coGCTBEHHOE TE/I0 TOBUHOBAJIOCH IEBYIIIKE,
oHa nobexasna Gpl BBEpX IO JIECTHMIE, NOTOM B TNpOXon H
BepHyZach GbI B HOpPMAaJIbHBI MHp — GoJlee HOPMAaJIbHBINM,
YeM 3TOT.

Ho ecmm y He€ mMosSIBWINCH NONO3PEHHUSA, TO KOJAYHBA,
O4YEBHIHO, HX He pa3zaesisuia. OHa BOCXMIIEHHO, C BHIpAXEHH-
€M OXWIaHUA Ha JiMle Lula Bnepé€n. Tak OHM NpPOLLUIH MO
OZHOMY IIPOXOAy MeXny KoJoHHamMM, Burtti Bnepenn, Keiacu
3a Heit, lonan noceqHuM. BonH fepxain Med B pyKe Harotose
— 7100 NPHUBBIK MOJAraTbcs Ha METAUI B PYKOSTH, JH6O
OXMIajl, YTO PaHO WIU MO3AHO OHHU CTOJIKHYTCH C NMPOTHBO-
JeHCTBHEM.

Mexny KoJIoHHaMH GBUIO BUIHO, KaK pa3ABUIAIOTCS CTEHBI
IOJHHbBI; a NOPSAOK PacMOIOXEHHA CTOJIOOB rOBOPHWI O TOM,
YTO HEKOT/la OHH 3aHHMAJIH BCIo JomHy. U 3aech He olrylia-
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JIoch HUKaKOM BHOpaliy, B OMIMYHE OT XWIHINA JyJOBHIIA,
BooOIIle HHKAKMX ciegoB XH3HU. [loka OHH He oTOLIH Ha
TNPWIMYHOE pacCTOSHHE OT TOIO MeCTa, IAe CIYCTWIHChH B
JIONHHY. '

Brnepenu momepéK JOpOrH MHOBepX IoJyboBaTOro KaMHA
JleXasna IoJIOCKA NMOYBHL. BMTTII He HaMepeHa ObUIa OCTaHaB-
nuBaTECA, Ho MloHaH onepenwn Kelcy 1 cXBaTIul KOJAYHBIO 32
LIMPOKMI PYKaB IUIaThsl, 3aCTaBUB €€ pe3KO OCTaHOBHThCH. U
OCTpHEM Meda yKa3aJl Ha NOJIOCKY IOYBHI.

Ha Heit myboxo ornevaramuch ciaennl. Kencu noaymana,
YyTO HauboJiee OTYETINBEI ObUTH clieabl GOCBIX HOT, HalIOMH-
HaBIIMX veloBedeckue. OHHM INepeKpHIBAIM Ipyrue, Gonee
cTrapele ciaeabl. BUTTN mombITasach BBIPBATBCS M3 XBaTKHM
Vonana, peako pBaHyB pyKy. BrlpaxeHue oxXunaHus TOKHHY-
JIo €€ JIULIO, OHO CTaJIO THEBHBIM.

— Yro TH Aenaelib? — €€ pe3Kuii ToJoc 3XOM OTPa3wiIcH
OT MHOXECTBAa KOJIOHH.

— CMotpn! — HoHaH cHoBa yKa3al Ha crefbl. — DTH
cliebl CBeXMe, BUIMIOD, KAK N0 KpasM o6BaiMBaeTcs nogpa?
Mt 3xech He ogHM, nequ. Thl xodelnp MATH BriepéR M 6e3
npenynpeXneHUsi BCTPETUTRCSA C TeM, YTO HAac MOIXuAacT?

OH4 XecTOM yKa3sajia Ha MpoXof B cTosbax.

— To1 xouelnb yaepxarth Hac, BouH? CHOBa roBopio Tede:
He BMeUIMBalics B JeJjla, KOTOPEe He CNOCOOEH TNOHATh HHU
OIHH MyX4YHHa.

— BoaMoxHO, MBI IOHHMaeM OoJbllie, YeM ThI JyMaellb,
KOJIIYHbS, — THEBHO OTBETHJI OH. — Pa3Be ThI HE COIMIaCHIACh,
YTO HAC OTITYCTHIH, YTOOKI IIPOCIEAUTD, ITO TeOe TaK HyXHO?
Haift cToyHNK HCTHHHOIM clwik? U ecrii Hac XAET Briepeau
JIOBYIIKA, HalO ObITH MOOCTOPOXHEE.

By, cxuMaBInas CBoi KAMEHb B pyKaX, TeNeph IIOAHeCa
€ro KO pPTY ¥ NoAsiaia Ha Hero. ['yOrl e€ 3alme BeTIMCh, HO
CJIOB He 6BUTO cabllmHO — KeJcH pelnwia, 910 3To KaKO-To
odepeqHOI Marmdeckuii putyan. KaMeHs 3acBeTwics spye, a
OKpyXaslliasi ero cBeT/as AbIMKa Mcuedna. M Kencu nokasa-
JIOCh, YTO BMECTO KaMHSI BUTTJI AepXHT NMOJIHYIO TOPCTb BOALI
M pa3MBILUISET Hag Heil.
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F& coBCTBEHHBIN KaMeHb TOXE M3MEHWICS, H OHa TOpOIl-
JUBO ocMoTpesa ero. PaHbuie cBeT ero Obpn GenniM c
rony6oBaTEIM OTTEHKOM, TENEphb CTal CHHUM — YHCTHIM H
NPUBETIMBLIM, KaK HebO cepeqUHHl JieTa, 6e3o0iayHoe U
obewaolee npekpacHulii geHs. Ho TyT mosBWiIack TeHb, U
Kencu sicHo yBuAesia OUKYIO KOLIKY C OByMS KOTSATaMM HU
JeT€HbIIEM CHEXHOM Kowky. OHM JieXanu Ha KaMHe B JTydax
COJIHLIA, M KOILUKA BBUIM3BIBAJIA CBOMX TPEX HETEHBILIEH,
yaoBJIeTBOPEHHO ypua. Ho BOT oHa OTKpbUIa IVIa3a M BCTaja,
CJIOBHO ouyTIwIa Ha cebe B3ran Keiacu. U Tyr usobpaxenue
JIPOTHYJIO ¥ MCYE3JIO.

Kourka? Kakoe oTHouleHHe MMeeT Telepb K He#l Aukas
kowika? Kejicu BCIIOMHIIA, YTO €€ KaMeHb — He NpsAMOii Aap
YMHpaIolleil KOJAYHbH, YTO OH Iepellés K Hell IpU 1ocpen-
HHU4YecTBe Koluku. ... oHa B3IIAHY/a Ha cieqbl Ha nmoyse. Jla!
Teneps oHa sicHO uXx Buaenaa. [lo 3Toro G6ocoHororo 3gech
npoxoawna Kowadesa ceMbs. Kouika... JleBylnka HM pa3y He
BHJea KOLUIEK B 3TOM MHpe, KpoMe Toi, XoTopasi BORJIEKIIa e€
B 3TO AWKOe NpHKIO9eHHe. JIpy3nsd... OHa BCIIOMHWIA pac-
cKa3bl M NpeJaHHA CBOETO MHMpa O TOM, YTO KOIWIKM Bcerga
COIPOBOXIAIH TeX, KOTO B MPOLIUIOM cYMTaH BegbMaMu. Ho
KaKoe OTHOLIEHHE KOLIKA MMEET K 3TOMy MecTy?

BuTTa oTOpBana B3IVIAA OT CBOETO KAMHSA.

— Tyt Hu cnena TeMbl! — TOpXeCTBYIOLE BOCKIMKHYJA
OHa.

— A ecTb 1 ciensl Ceera? — Bospaswn HMonan.

Konmynss nokonebasnace, Kak 6yaTo pasgyMbIBajia, CKa3aTh
JU TpaBOy WIH COJTaTh pagM Kakoif-To Briroanl. IToToM
HEOXOTHO TIPHU3HAJA:

— Toxe HeT.

— Ho kak xe cwna? — HacTamBal BoMH. BuTTi ¢ HeHa-
BHCTHIO B3TVISIHYJIA Ha HETO.

— Cuna ecTb — CWIa, KOTOpast MOXET CYIIECTEOBaTh Ge3
Cgeta 1 Temel, — Keicu noxasanocs, 9o Burrn cama ce6s
noabanpuBaer. — MHorue Bemikue He NPHHAIM HHYBIO
CTOpPOHY, OHM CTPEMWINCH TOJLKO K 3HaHMIO. B Hammx
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3aMHUCAX PacCKA3bIBAETCS O TaKHX. Tenepb Mbl, JOJDKHO OBITS,
npubmIxaeMcs K MeCTy, Te cocpeloTOYeHa Takas cwia. U
eciId MBI JoGepéMca 10 He€, — Ija3a KOJAYHbHM OnecHynw,
CJIIOHA BBICTYIIWIA B yIVlax TOHKOTIYOOro pra, — TO CMOXEM
ucnonb3oBathk pagu Ceeta. Ho ecniu ThMa nobepéTcs nepBoii...

— Torna, no-TBoeMy, Bc€ norepsaHo? Ho Beap KTo-T1O yXe
HCKAJI 3Ty CHIY, Cyas Io ciefiaM, — H MloHaH BTOpMYHO yKasan
OCTPHEM Meva Ha cliedsl.

BuTTA cCKIOHMIACh Hall yYaCTKOM MOYBEI M TTO3BOJIJIA LIETTH
HU3KO IIPOBUCHYTH, NMMOYTH KOCHYBIIMCH NOTPEBOXEHHOM 1O~
BEPXHOCTH 3eMJIH. LIBeT KaMHs He M3MEHWICH, KaMeHb He
pacKauyMBajIcsd, OH NO-TpeXHeMy JIMLUb YKA3bIBaJl BIepEn.

KonnyHss 37100HO ynbIOHYnacs.

— Buauws, BouH? Hukakoro Bpeza HeT.

OnHako MoHaH He cnipsTan Med, HO OTBETII €if B3IIAIOM
Ha B3I, _

— He coMHeBaloch B clie — HHU B TBoeif, HM B ciie ThMBlI,
KOTOpYIO Mbl OCTaBWIM no3agd. Ho 3amoMHHM: MBI MoXeM
BCTPETHTLCS C TEM, O YEM He CKa3aHO Jaxe B CBUTKaX JlopMra.
N mydqie 6bITH OCTOpOXHEE...

— Hy u 6yap ocTopoxeH! — BhInmaawia oHa. — MyX4nHa
MOXET JeJiaTh TOJIbKO TO, YTO eMy ropopar. U t1ebe Oymer
CKa3aHO B CBOE Bpems!

M BuTTi HapoyHO HACTYNWIa NpsAMO Ha cies 6ocoit Horn
M TolUIa Aajiblie.

16

Pan KOMOHH HEOXWOAaHHO KOHYWICA, XOTA IO ApPYTYIO
CTOPOHY MpoBajia, INepel KOTOPHIM OHHM OKa3aiuch, Keicu
BHIeNA YXOAsaIIue Ha 6eCKOHeYHbIe MIWIN 3aCThIBIIME KAMEH-
Hule cton6el. Ho MocTa He 6nu10. BHTTI, KoTOpas Gosblie
CMOTpeJia Ha CBOii KAMEHb, YeM NOoA HOTH, NOKayHyNach Ha
caMoM Kpaio o6pbiBa. MonaH ene ycren noaxsaTuTs eé.

OHM CTOSUTH M CMOTpEJIM BHM3, Ha APYroil MUp. A MOXET,
3T0 ObUI1 3HAKOMBIH MM MUD, ¥ OHH IIPOCTO BHICOKO BO3HECTIHCh
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Hag HUM? MoxeTr, Tenepp OHM IMIaHTBl, C OFPOMHEBIMH
TeJlaMH, CO 3peHHEM, OXBATHIBAIOLIMM BEChb MHP, OHH MOTYT
IepelardyTh Yepe3 HEro HeCKOJBKHMHU COKPYLUMTEIbHBIMH
maramMu? [lotoMy 4TO BHM3y OHM YBUAEIM MHMHHUATIOPHBIA
naHmmadT, ¥ ceXyHAy crycTs MoHaH omycTiics Ha KOJIEHH H
HaKJIOHWICA HaJ KpaeM.

— Jonuna! — BockiIukHyn oH. — U 3a ropaMu Ha 3anane
ScrKapn... 3ckop!

BUTTI BHITyCTIWIAa KAMEHb, WIHM OH CaM BBIpBaICA Yy HeEE...
I'ma3a XOJAOYHBH OCJENIUTENILHO TOPEIH Ha XyHOM JIMIIE.

— Jlopwmr... Oc...

HeiicTBurenbHo, 3mech ObUI BeCh MX MMp B MHMHHATIOpE.
Tophl, BhICOKME BepIIMHLI, TEKYLIME PeKH, 03€pa, KPeNOCTH U
JAEPEBHY, ONWH WIM ABa Iropoja, jieca ¥ IOoJSIHbI, pABHHHEI H
BBIcOKOTOpBA. Kpyru KaMHeit 1 ipyrie Bo3IBUIHYTHIE YeJIOBE-
KOM NaMATHHKH... A MOXET, He TOJIbKO YenioBeKoM. U Bc€ ato
Ka3aJIoCh COCPeJOTOYEHHBIM BOKPYT KOJIOCCAJILHOIO 3aHUA B
LEHTpe MHMHHATIOpHOro naHmwmadTa, 3naHUA Ge3 KpEHILIH,
OTKPHITOro Heby, KOTopoe HaBe pHSIKA ObUI0 TEM CaMbIM COOpPY-
XKEeHHEM, I OHM ceityac npeosiBaym. Y To 3n1aHue packanbiBaia
elé ofHa — CBOSI — IOJIOCTb, H B Heil BUAHeNCH el ONHH
MHHHMATIOpHbINi MHpP, HO Topa3fo MEHblIe, ONHaKO TOXe C
JOJIMHOM, TMONHON KOJOHH, M C NpoJicraiolied MeX HHMX
AOpOroii.

Kencu norpsicna rojoBoif, 9To6bI H36aBUTLCS OT I'OJIOBO-
KpyxeHHs. OdeHb II0OX0Xe€ Ha 3aralloYHbIi pUCYHOK, B KOTOPOM
3aKITIOYEH JpYToi TaKoi Xe PMCYHOK, a B HEM TPeTHi, M TaK
Ianee, 1OKA PHUCYHOK He TMpeBpallaeTcs B Hepas3IHMIUMYIo
Toyky. [IlymMas 06 3T0M, OHa MalIMHAILHO INOAHSIA TOJNOBY,
YyTOOBl YBHAETH, HE NIOAHHMMAIOTCSA JIH 32 TOPU3OHTOM BOKDYT
HUX cTeHbl. MOXeT, H OHH B CBOJIO 04epelb — TOJBKO 4acTb
Gonbimero mupa?

KaMHM — ¥ €€, n BUTT/I, — HaTAHYB LieITH, 3aBUCJIM Hal
3THM MHUHHATIOPHBIM MHPOM M G€llleHO BRIpLIBAIMCEL. CIOBHO
OXWIH ¥ 06peN HEMOCTIKUMYIO Lieb. He B cunax yaepxars,
Kencu BeimycTina cpoii. OHO nIpoHEccsa Hall MajIbIiM MMPOM H
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MOBHC HaJli MaJeHbKHM XpaMOM C KOJIOHHAMH, HaJl BTOPHIM
MaJIeHbKMM MHDPOM, U K HEMY U3 LIEeHTpa TOTO MHpa YCTPEMMI-
ca nayd ceera. KaMeHb IpeBpaTWwicsi B COJIHLE, ropsiuee
HecTepmuMo fApko, M Kejicu BHHyXaeHa Obula IPUKPBHITH
r1a3a. BUTTJ, co3HaTeIbHO WIN H3-32 HEOCTOPOXHOCTH, TOXE
BBIITYCTHIA CBOM KAMEHb, M OH ITOJIeTeN Beied 3a nepBhiM. K
TYT Xe BCIIbIXHYJI HOBBI# CBET — HO HEe B MUHHATIOPHOM MHpe,
a 'y HMX HaJ] TOJIOBOH, pacchinasi HOTOK paJyXHbIX KpUCTAJUIOB.
XoTs HM OQHH He yNaJl Ha IoAcH H He NpHYMHWI UM HMKAKOTo
Bpena.

Ilocnbiancs 3BOH, CIOBHO KPHUCTAUT OMJICS Ha BETpy O
xpuctamw1. Her, 310 GbUTa My3HKa, NOJHasA pagocT, u Keacu
¢ BocTOoproM ciaywana e€. Ho nocreneHHO My3BIKa CTAHOBH-
Jach Bc€ cepné3Hee. Han MalleHbKMM MHPOM IIPOHECIIHMCH
TeHH. TaM M TYT Ha MecTe CBeTa MOABIIACh ThMa, OHa BCE
Oompiue crymanack. M HakoHel TpeTh MajleHBKOIO MHpa
oKa3anach B TEHH. A XpycTalbHasd My3blKa CTAHOBWIACh BCE
Oonee u 6oyee cypoBoit 1 MpadHO#i.

Kencn o6Hapyxwia, 4To BHITSHY/Na nepes coboif pykw,
CJIOBHO XeJiasi CTepeTh O/Xaiflnie TeHH, CHOBa IIPOOYyIHTH
ocJIeNUTeNbHbIA cBeT. M moHsu1a, 910 GOJible HE OTIMYAeT
CBOM KaMeHb OT KaMHsI BUTT/I, OHM coeqUHMWINCH ¥ 06pa3oBa-
JIM LIap, CpaXalolIuiicsi C TeHSIMH, BHIGpachIBas BO BC€ CTOPOHEI
Iy4KH JIydeii cBeTa. Bckope 3TOT cBeT MOMHOCTHIO OCBOGOAI
OT TeHEeH BTOpOM MMHMATIOPHEIH MHpP — TOTa M B IIEPBOM
ThbMa yMeHblIMWIach, XoTd KencH Buaena, 9To TaM TeHHM IIO-
npeXHeMy NLITAIOTCSA 3aXBaTHTh IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

KeJicu cTosia Ha KOJIEHSIX, H M3 YCT €€ IOJIMINChH CJIOBa,
XoTopple MODIM Ohl OMTH 3aKIMHAHMEM WIM necHeit. U
MeJIOAHS 3Ta COBIIAJajia CO 3BOHOM KPHCTAaJUIOB:

Om Ceema ko Teme,

Om Temw k Ceemy,

Ilocae O nacmynaem noyb,

Ho nocae noyu cnosa npuxodoum ympo,

H eonpexu cmpaxam npocsinaemca nadexcoa!
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Kencwu Bunena, Kak BUTT/I BHITSIHY 1A BIEpEN PYKH, ITBITAsACh
BEpHYTb CBOH KaMeHb, HO TOT He Bo3ppamnaincsi. Ciéssl,
KOTOphlE [eByWIKA HUKAK He OXWAaja yBHAETb Ha JIMLE
KOJIAYHBbH, IOKATWINCH 3 €€ IJIa3 M CMOYHIH cepoe OficsIHHeE.

Kencu Toxe ouryiana norepio, Takyio FropbKylo, 9T0 3aTMH-
JIoch BCE BeNMKOJIEMHE YBHIOCHHOro 3pemniia. IleHue eé
CMEHWIOCh BCXTHIBIBaHHeM. OIHAKO OHa He NPOTAHYJIa PYKH
K TOMY, Yero HMKOIZa He XOTeJla, XOTd 3TO M CTajo 37ech
YacThIO €€ caMoid.

Tem BpeMeHeM moiie OuTBol Mexny CseroM M ThMoit
oYepTIIOCh 6ojlee YETKO, OJHA 9acTh MHpa BHH3Y OKa3ajach
OTpe3aHHOM oT Apyroi. TEMHBIE yJ9acTKH CTAHOBWINCH BCE
TeMHee. Ho KaMHH, KoTOpEBIe 06pa30BaM COJIHIIE 3TOTO MHpA,
Npoao/IXany Bpawnarbcs. M TaM, rie nmamany ux uckpsl, Tema
orctynaia. Ho XoTd OHH NpooooKaiy BpalaThesl, AEPEBHU
TIyCTe/TH M NPeBpalaIich B pyHHH, H3MEHsIach caMa ¢popMa
HEKorna UBeTylled cTpaHbl. [OpHl TaHUEBAIM NOA 3BYKH
MY3BIKM KPUCTAUIOB, OHH TPaHC(HOPMHPOBAINCH ¥ MEHSUIM
cBoHU o4depTaHusl. U TONBKO Koe-rae, YMCThIM U ApKMid, yaep-
XHMBAICS CBET.

Kencu noHuMana, 970 BUINT, KaK peluaeTcs cyabba Mupa.
Ho mioneii oHa He BHIEJIa — TOJBKO IUKIIMYECKOE YCHICHHE
M ocnabneHue cBera oT KaMHei. M 9eM GricTpee BpalaTuCh
KaMHH, TeM sipde CTRHOBWICH HX CBeT.

Kencu npuoboapunack, yBUAEB, KaK OTCTYIIIIA OTHA TEHb,
a Apyrag pa3bmwnach Ha 9acTH, C KOTOPLIMH OymeT serdye
CIIPaBUTHCA.

A noTtoM...

C npOTHBOIOJIOXHOIO Kpas NpONacTH OT KOJIOHH Ipo-
HEccs APOCTHBIA KPAaCHBIH JIyd ¥ YAapWwi BO Bpallaloluecs
xaMHH. WX sicHbIi1 6IecK 3aTyMaHWICcA: GeJioe B 30JI0Toe CTaJIo
KpacHbIM ¥ TEMHEIM. TeHH Ha NMoBepXHOCTH MHpa NpHo6oa-
PWIHCH, cOOpaIICEh, PACTIPOCTPaHWIHCh, TOIVIOLIAS BCE 6OJIbIne
H Oosbllie ToBepXHOCTU. KeJicH 3aKpHyasia: OHa NOHsUIA, YTO
TepsieT CBOi KAMEHb M OTKphIBaeT Aopory ThMe, KoTopasi TYT
Xe XaJHO YXBaTHUTCA 32 NPeJOCTABUBLIYIOCS BO3MOXHOCTD.
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OHa omacHO CKJIOHWIACh HaJ MMHHATIOPHBIM MHDOM H
TIOTBITaNaCh JOTAHYTLCS OO CBOETO KaMHsS WIM XOTs 6Bl IO
KoHua nersmeii uermu. Ho He cMorna. M Tyt neByioka yciisl-
1aja KpuK BUTTI M yBHIeNa, KaK KOJIYHBSA yIaja Ha Kpalo
IpoBajia, CBECHUB OAHY PYKY BHHU3, K ITOpaM.

— Ko mMHue! — kpux#yna 1u 310 Kencu wim nocsana npussis
co3HaHHeM? Kax u paHbllle, OHa BCIO CBOIO CIWIY HampaBWIa
BO BpaljalolMecs KaMHH. KaMeHb He NpUHAJIEXHT eif, KaK
HUKOIZa He NpHHaIeXal MO NpaBy, HO OH CIYXWI el
PaHbllle, H OHa He XOTeJla, YToObl OH McYe3 BO ThME U
TNOpaXEeHHH.

HeByllIKa ycTpeMIWIa K HEMY CBOIO MBICJIb, BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO.
Bens oHa BuIena, KaK BpalllcHHEe KaMHS HECJIO B MHD CBET B
PanocTh, M pelllila COXPAaHUTh B CO3HAHHMM 3Ty KAPTHUHY, YTO
6b1 HH npon3ouwIo. OH NOJDKEH BpallaThCs, IOTOMY YTO €CJIU
OCTAaHOBMTCH, BCS ero cwia nepeHaér xo Teme, m TeMma
CTOKPAaTHO YCWINTCS OT TaKOro IHplecTsa. [leBylka Hanpas-
JisU1a BOJIIO... IIOChUIaNA €€...

Ha nneyo eit jerna pyka, ¥ OHa OLIyTWIa NPWIMB HOBbIX
cwi. JleBylika o4YTH HUYEro He BHIeNa, HaNpsDKEHHO ciens
3a BpallleHHEM, H TOJILKO IIOTOM OHa IIOHsIa, YTo 3T0 MoHaH
BCTaJI MEXAY Hell M KoJIAyHbeM, MOJIOXMB NPaBYIO PYKy €il Ha
IUTeYO, a JIEBYI0O — Ha IUte4o Burmia. OT Hero MCXOAWIH BOJIHBI
3Heprud, Keicu ynaBnuBaza M KOHLEHTPHpOBAaJIa €€ — a
3aTeM Iepechulaia K KaMHI0O! Ho Kkakas-1o MajleHbKas M
Janékas e€ YacTHYKa NPH 3TOM YAHB/ISUIACh: YTO OHA JeJaeT U
OTKyZa 3HaeT, YTO HYXHO [eJaTh?

I'HeBHBIH KpacHBIH JIyd Bc€ Gonplie M GoJpliie MOITIOLIAT
SICHBIN cBeT KaMHeii. Pyka c e€ 1uleya BHe3aITHO Hc4esa, CBA3b
pa3opBajach, MOTOK 3HEpTHH mHpeKpaTwicia. OGepHYBUINCS,
Kencu yBuaena, kak MoHaH no6exan, ornbas npopai, — oH
HamnpaB/LJICS K MCTOYHHMKY KpacHOro jy4ya. My3bIKaTbHBIH
3BOH KPHCTA/UIOB, HAYaBIUMMCA CO BCTPEYH KaMHeMH, BCE
6oJrblile 3anTyIIayicsl IyXUMH yAapaMH, IIOXOXHUMH Ha IpOXb
B nojaseMenbe, Ha 6oii 6apabaHoB ¢dacos. Ho aeByuika mo-
NpexXHEeMy NbITajach NMOANEpXaTh XU3Hb KaMHEH, IepeaaTh
MM CBOIO BOJIIO.
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BHTTII MolleBenMIach, MPUIIOAHSIACH Ha pyKax. JIuuo eé
OCYHYJZIOCh, OHA CJIOBHO IIOCTapejia Ha HECKOJIbKO AECATKOB
JIeT, TOKa Jexana 3nech. CHoBa ry6hl €€ 6e33By4HO LIEBEJIb-
Hynuch, 1 Keincu noaymaina, YTo OHa IOBTOpSET pUTyal —
YacTb CBOETO KOJIOBCKOIO OOydeHHS.

Mocnpnnancs oTIAIEHHBIH KPHK, 3BoH opyxus. Monan —
OH, OJDXHO OBITH, Ho6pasica no Bpara! Ho Kencu He noHuMa-
JIa, YTO OH MOXeT cleJiaTh. TeM He MeHee KpHK NepeKpbUl
3ByKH O6apaGaHOB...

— TI'nadiguc! Haitayrpa!

A By, cTOA Ha KOJICHSIX, BOCKIMKHYJA:

— Boneii Jlanra, cunoit Tpucu, namsareio Anaepora!

D11 HMeHa He uMeaH g KelcH HMKakoro cMpIcjia, OHa
TONBKO YIPSAMO AepXaJiach 3a CBOIO pELIUMOCTb HE CAaBaThCH.
U cHOBa KaKafi-To MaJIeHbKAS YaCTHYKA €€ YIUBHIACH, IOYEMY
eii Tak BaxHo nobeauTs. Yto mia Heé 3ToT MHp? Ho octanbHag
YacTh ApPOXajia H THEBHO OTLIATHIBAJIach, KOIZAa OHa BHIeJa,
KaK pacTeT TEHb. '

Ho pactér i ona? leByiuka yBuaeaa, KaK IoOJIOCKa ThMBI,
NMpOTSAHYBLIAsACA K MBICY Ha 6epery CTpaHHOTO CBETJIOrO MOpH,
6bU1a KaK 6yaTO CMeTeHa 4ybeli-To BoJiei. A Ha MbICe 3acHsuia
sIpKO-Toiybasi uckpa. biirke K Heit ropen u apyroii roixyooi
OrOHb, IOpeJl CWIbHO, ApKO M 4KcTO. JIBOifHOE cCONHuUE —
KaMHH — IIpOAOJIKAJIO BpalNaThCAd, M KPacHOBAaTHI TyMaH
BOKPYT HEro NMOCTENEHHO PacCeHBAJICH.

Kencu ckoHUeHTpHpOBajach Ha pa3BepHyBLUEMCS INepen
He#l DeHCTBMM M NocTapajlach M3rHaTb M3 CO3HAHMS 3BYKH
6GUTBEI, JOHOCHBIIMECS C APYTOi CTOPOHBI NpoBaja, B KOTO-
POM pasMellajicss MUHHATIOPHBIN MUP. 3TO JIOAU NIPH3BIBAIOT
cBoMX 60r0B, CBOM cWIbL. A eit yTo npu3sath? Tonbko To, 4TO
3aKII09€HO B Heii caMoid.

Ona 3appryaja, HE CO3HaBas 3TOro, B Heil pasropascs
DIyOOKMH THEB — THeB, KOTOpPOIO OHa He INOHHMajla, HO
KOTODBIH pacnamii e€, KaK BO BpeMs CTOJIKHOBEHHS, Koraa
OHa TNPOHMKJA dYepe3 BpaTa. Kak AeBylIka He XoTesla CTaTh
CBHMACTENBHMIIECH rHb6eNn XMBOTHOIO, TaK Xe Tellepb OHa He
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XoueT BHAeTh r'Hbenb Mupa. [loToMy 9TO0 3TOT MUHHATIOPHBIH
MHP BHH3Y CTaJl VISl He€ TAaKMM X€ PEAIbHBIM, KaK M TOT, YTO
OKpyXaJl e€ 3a KOJIOHHaMH.

HET! Ona He obpamanach ¢ Moin6oii K 6oraM, He HcITyc-
KaJjla BOMHCTBEHHBIX KPHKOB, IPOCTO BIHBajJIa CBOIO BOJIO B
XaMHHU. MoxeT, BUTT/I nocTynana Tak Xe, NIOTOMY YTO TeNepb
KAMHH BpallaJIUCh TaK 6BICTPO, YTO 00pa3oBaiu CIUIOLIHOE
OrHeHHoe KoJblio. KpacHEli JIyd 6€CTONIKOBO IUISICAJ PSIOM,
HO He MOT NpOpBaTh 3TO CHUSAHHUE, MOAYUHHTD €To.

Teneps KpHMK pasmaincs cmpapa. JlomxHo Gbrth, MoHaHa
TIOTECHWIH npeBocxoasuue cwibl. Ho xpacHbIii yd Havan
IyJICHPOBAaTh, CWIA €0 MpephIBaJIaCh M pa3phiBajIacCh BpeMs
or BpeMeHH. Korma HacTynmHT odepefHOH IepephiB... HaIo
6ymer ucmonb3oBaTh BCIO BOMIO, B0 KoHma! Keicu Tak u
TNOCTynuAA.

KpacHblit yd 6osblile He MBITAICS NOCTHIbL KaMHEMH, OH
ycTpeMWICSl NpsAMO B MMHHATIOPDHBI MHpP B IOMCKAX TOM
rony6oi MCKpBl y MOps... M APYrMX mo Bceil semiue. Kamuu
CBEPKHYJIM €1lI€ sIp4e, C HUX B CBOIO OYepeb COPBAINCH HCKPHI
M Hayanu geiictBoBaTh. OHM pa3jieTe]IUCh 10 BCeMY MHMpY, M
TaM, Ilie¢ OHH YAapsUIH, BCIILIXUBAJIM HOBLIE IOJyOble OTHH.
TeHH OTIIATHIBAIUCh OT HHUX, OHH 3aMETAJIUCh, ILITAACH
NOTacHTh MCKPBHI, NIpeXae YeM Te 3aXTYT HOBbIE OTHH.

3BoH Meueii mpepBa e€ HabmoaeHuA. Kencu, HecMoTps Ha
BCIO CBOIO COCPEIOTOYEHHOCTh, IIOCMOTpea Hanpaso. MoHa-
Ha OTTECHSIM Ha3aa, K HUM. C I0Hole# cpaXamuch IBe
YyeJIoBeKOoNoAobHble GHUIYPHl M CYIIECTBO, KOTOpPOE MOTJIO
BO3HHKHYTb TOJIBKO B XyTKoM KoimmMape. Ho Monan yBepeHHO
TIapHpOBaJl BpaXkeCKHUe BHITIaZbl 1 HAHOCHWI YAaphl cCaM, CIOBHO
eMy He pa3 B IPOLUIOM NPHUXOAMWIOCH BO3ABUIaTh TAKylO CTEHY
M3 CTajH. '

— KaMeHb... Aepx#... KameHb! — BuTTI oTOpBajnace oT
CBOETro NMeHHUA U nozamnonsia K Kencu, npoTsaHyB BriepE€n pyKy
C COTHYTHIMH INaJIBLIAMH.

Ja, xameHs! Kencu cHoBa o6paTiiach K 6UTBE, pa3sBEpPTHI-
BaBlleiicss Hag MHpoM B npomnacTH. M cobcTBeHHas
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HEOCTOPOXHOCTb 3acTaBWIa €€ axHyTh. IloToMy 4TO Temepb
ONMH M3 KaMHel Bpalasicsi Bc€ MelJIcHHee H MelJleHHee, K
TOMY Xe OH NpPeKPaTWI MCITYCKATh HCKPHI, 3aXHTalolie OTHU
BHU3Y. KpacHblii Xe y4 GoJIbliie He raciwI rojiyoble OroHbKH,
OH ycTpeMWIcs NpsAMO Tyza, Iae GbUIH OHM ¢ Butmi.

U nepBbIM BrieyaTVIeHHEM e BYLIKH OBLIO, 9TO €€ C T0JIOBO
OKYHY/IH B BOJIHY XHAKO# rps3u. Bc€ xecToKoe, HenpaBWIb-
Hoe, IPA3HOE B Hell caMOM OTO3BaJIOCh HAa 3TOT KPacHBIH JIyd.
Bce Menkue NMPOCTYIKH, BCe 37Ible C/IOBa, KaKMe OHa MoIja
TOJILKO BCTIOMHHTD, BCE OIITMOKN HCOMHEHHS — BCE 3TO NMOYTH
nornoTwio e€. Uro oHa menaeT, pUCKYS XHM3HbIO, 2 MOXET, U
He TOJIBKO €10, B 310l 6uTBe? Y Heé Xe HeT HUKAKUX NIPUIUH
3alLIUIIATh MHP, B KOTOPOM OHa He POAWIACH, C KOTOPHIM €&
HHYTO He cBa3biBaeT. KaMeHb, KOTOpBIN OHa Tak Gepera,
TIpMHAaIUIEXaNl yMeplieil XeHITHHE, yXe NoCcTpajaBliei u3-3a
cBoeii rynoctH, M Kejicu roToBa 6s11a TIOBTOPHTSE €€ CyaLOY.

V Heé HeT cwi, KAKMMM XBacTaloTcsd BHUTTI H OCTaslbHBIE
3peck. YTo Xe oHa aesaer?

Ta Manas 9acTh CO3HaHHSA ASBYIIKH, KOTOpas BCe 3TH AHU
M HOYH ITYyTH COMHEBAJIach H HacMeXajach, BbIULIA HapyxXy. Ei
Tpe6GoBaJIoch TOJNLKO BCTarb, pa3opBaTh HENPOYHYIO CBS3b C
KaMHeM, U OHa YHAET OoTcioa CBOOOAHON — HeT, He NPOCTO
cBO6GONHOI, Te, 9TO HAa TOH CTOPOHE, NPEIATANH Japhl...

U xaxwe napnl! KTo 3HaeT, MOXET, OHH M YBICKIH ObI €€,
HO B CBOEM NOIKYIIe OHH 3allUTH CIMIIKOM Aaneko. Eciu oHa
HHYEro He JelaeT Takoro, Yro UM BpEOWT, NoYeMy OHH
npe[yiaraloT e BCE 3To, a He MPOCTO Jal0T BO3MOXHOCTb YHTH?
Kencu 3aTpsicia ronoBoi, NMBITAasICh CTPSAXHYTb MBICICHHBIE
KapTHHBI, Tellepb OTHIOAb He CMYTHLIE H MUMOJIETHBIE. OHU
6oJIbie He KACAIHCh TONBLKO €€ MbIc/eii M cTpaxoB. KapTHHEI
CMEHSTHCh TaK OBICTPO, YTO OHA HE MOIJIa YXBaTHTLCA 32 HUX,
PA3IMINTh NMOAPOGHOCTH.

OHa Xo4YeT NMpaBUTh — €€ XIET TPOH. X0YET COKPOBHII —
BCIUVILUTH TPYABI JparoueHHocTei. XoyeT OTOMCTUTP — 3a-
MeJNIbKAJIU XeCTOKHME M KpoBaBhble KapTuHbl. My oHa xouer
MOJIYYUTh 3TOT MHUP B CBOIO BJIACTh, HTPaTh UM, H3MEHSTH IO
CBOE# NPUXOTH, ONpPEAEATh €ro cyanoy...
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Bona Kescu BoccTana M yCTpeMUIach K COBCEM yXe€ Mell-
JIEHHO BpallapolieMycsa KaMHIo. OHa He KOJIyHbs, CBOIO CHITY
OHa IoJTyYnia U3 BTophIX pyK. Ho oHa He xo4eT Toro, 4ro ei
npemiaraioT. OHa XO4Y€T TOJIBKO, YTOObI 3TO KOHYWIOCH, XOYeT
TIOJIOXHTHL KOHEl[ 3TOMY KpacHOMY IUIaMEeHH, KOTOpOe OKpy-
XKWIO0 €€, CTPeMsCh NIEpeMaHUTh Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY,

OHa He 3HaJa, HCNIBITANIA I BUTTI Takoe Xe HCKylleHHe,
XOTA ObLIa yBepeHa, YTO BTOpOH KaMEHb TOXE B KaKoe-TO
MrHoBeHHe AporHya. Ho KonayHbs JaBHO rOTOBUJIACH K TAKHUM
CXBaTKaM. A He MOXeT OBITh TaK, YTO Te, KTO HabpocwI Ha He€
ceThb cO0JIa3HOB, CO30aBAIM €€ IS JIIoAEH 3Toro Mupa, Mo3To-
My To, yto KesicH He poamwiach B HEM, He ci1abocTs e€, a cuia?

KaMHH npoaosoKaId BpalllaThCsl, @ KPaCHBIHM JIyd COMKHYII-
cd BOKpYr XeHIIMH. Temepr OH mpecienoBaJl HE TOJIBKO
CO3HaHHE: CTAJIO TaK XapKo, CJIOBHO AEBYLIKA NOTPY3WIach B
1wams. 3aTo 60k OT 3TOTO Xapa NMo3BOJIWIA €M OKOHYATEJIbHO
npeonosyieTh HcKylueHHe. OHa cxana 3y6bl U MBICJIEHHO Aep-
XaJiach 3a KaMeHb, CKOHLIEHTPHPOBAaB Ha HEM BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO.
MoxeT, y He€ 1 HeT TOi CWIbI, O KOTOPOH IOCTOSTHHO N'OBOPHT
Butti. Ho 10, 4TO HCMOMBL3yeT OHA, NTIO-CBOEMY TaK X€ CWIbHO
M IIPOYHO.

Bpaienue Gonblie He NpeprIBAJIOCH, HAOOOPOT, OHO YCKO-
pWIOCh, H CHOBA IOJIETEIN HCKPBI, JaXe Ooee spkue. BHu3y,
B MHHHMATIODHOM MHpe, TeHH orcTymwii. Ha BHOBB ocBOGOX-
IEHHBIX 3¢M/ISIX TYT M TaM BCITBIXMBAJIH rosyoble orHH. Kencu
YyBCTBOBaJIA, KAK KPACHBIH JIy4Y MOCTENEHHO CTATHBAET NETIIO
BOKPYT He€; NeBYLIKA 3Hajla, YTO OH He TOJBKO IIPOJOJDKaeT
Goppby ¢ KaMHAMH: B NOCJIEIHEM OTYASTHHOM YCWIMH JIy4
Opocwrics npsaMo Ha Heé. OHa Momia Obl 3aKpu4aTh MOJX
yoapoM, HO He 3aKpuyaja — M, K CBOEMYy COOCTBEHHOMY
YAUBIEHHUIO, IIpoAoJDKaa aepxatrhbcs. B aTo xe Bpemsa Kencu
yBHIeNna, KaK BUTTI Hayasa noaHUMaThecs, NMOBEPHYBLIHMCH
JIMIIOM K BpalllalOIIUMCA KaMHSAM.

HeoxunanHo ans caMoii cebs Kencu, BMecTo Toro 4roGsl
TIPOCTO [epXaTbCsl, IOMNbITAJaCh HAHECTH OTBETHBLIH ynap,
HanpaBUTh MyYKH 3THX OYMLIAIOWIHMX TOJyObIX MCKpP Ha Te
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YacTH CTpaHBl, II€ COCPEJOTOYWIHCh caMble TYCThIE TEHH.
TF'onyGble OrHH NOBCIOAY YCHJIMBATHCh, pacpPOCTPaHAACh BCE
mpe. Bor! PagocTHoe Bo36yXaeHHe OXBaTWIO AEBYLIKY: OHA
JIeHCTBUTENILHO HampaBWIa UCKPY TyAa, Ky[a XoTesa, M, XOTA
TbMa M oclabuwia e€, uckpa He moracia. OHa octanach! A
PSIOM BCIBIXHYJIA IpyTas.

— Haiinyrpa! — Kescu 6Gonplile He pellajach HapylIUThb
CBOEil COpENOTOYEHHOCTH, HO YyBCTBOBaNa, yro MHoHaHa
TecHAT K HuM. Heckombko BansaBumxcs Gburyp, yenoBedyecKux
M YYJOBMIIHEIX, 0003HAYIH MYTh €I0 OTCTYIUICHUS, a 60K ero
KOJIBIYTH ObUI MOKPHIT KpoBbio. Ho OH Mpoaosoxasn BHIMTPBI-
BaTh U151 HUX BpeMd. Bpemst 1ist yero? CxonbKo e1€ BpeMeHH
CMOTYT OHH YI€PXUBaTh CBOH KAMHHU U OTOPackIBaTh NOPOX-
neunss TeMp1? HeT, moGoe coMHeHue ocnabisieT KOHTPOJIb,
OHa JOJDKHa OLITH cocpeoToYeHa TOJIbKO Ha BpallleHUH Hal
MHPOM B NpPONACTH.

KpacHas JpIMKa BOKpYT crywanack. MloHaHa Gonblue He
6bpUTO0 BHOHO, Aaxe BUTTI Kasanach JIMUIb TEHBIO B KPOBABOM
TyMaHe. Ho TyMaH He MOT CKPHITb HM BCIBILIEK KAMHE, HH
OTCTyIUICHHE T¢HeH OT CBeTa.

«YMpul»

Bo3MoxHO, Npuka3 6bU1 0OpalIéH TOMBKO €€ MO3ry, HO
OTO3BaJICA B KaXnoi xocTH. Ha MrHoBeHHe KpacHBIH TyMaH
ocnabui cxBaTKy ¢ KAMHSMHM M yCTpeMWIcs Tyla, e B 3TOif
HeoObr4HOM ay3mu ydactBoBanu Kescu u Burm.

«Ympu'l»

HeBylnka CymOpPOXHO XBaTajla pPTOM BO3AYX, HO JIETKHE
3aNoJHWINCDH IUTAMEHHEBIM ra30M. OTO WUIIO3Ms, IIpOBO3IJia-
1Iaj1a Kakasi-To 4acTh €€ CO3HaHHA. JTO OpyXHe TeHH — a BOT
H e€ opyXue — BOT OHO!

KencH yuenwiace MBICTBIO 32 KAMEHD, HE B CHIAX pas3riid-
JETh €ro CKBO3b CIYCTHUBLIHMICA TyMaH. [lepXaTbcsi, TOJIBKO
ZJepXaThes...

IToMuMo €€ coOGCTBEHHOM BOJIH, AEHCTBOBAA M APYTOM
npuka3. Cpaxaiica! HauenuBaii city KaMHe# He Ha 3eMIIIO,
KOTOpYIO 3allylliaellib, a NMpAMO Ha KpacHbIi ayd! Hanocu
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yaapsl camMa! KaMeHb 0TO3BaJiCd Ha 3TOT UMITYNbe. OH Gosblie
He IUIEN 3alUTHYIO CeTh HaJl MHPOM, HallpOTHUB, NIOBEPHYJICS
Ha OCH H YCTPEeMWICS caM NpSMO Ha KpacHbIH Jy4. CloBHO
Kescu n3o Bcex cun 6pocuia ero. Ilocbiuacs BoIOLIHIA 3BYK,
OH CTaHOBWICH BCE BbILIIE H BhILUE, ITOKA AEBYLIKA He NepecTa-
Jla ero CJbllIaTh, HO OH NPOAOJDKAT OT3bIBaThCSI BO BCEM €€
Tele.

A KaMeHb BurTi OcraBasicsi Ha MecTe, BOT TOJBKO OH
SoJpllle He pacchulal MOpoXAalollue XHW3Hb UCKPhl, H TEHH
CHOBa HdYalld cobupaThcs. 3Be3na, B KOTOPYIO NpeBpaTHICS
xaMeHb Kescy, npogomkana cBoit nosi€r. I'maszoMm e€ HeBo3-
MOXHO 6bUI0 yXe YBHAETb, HO MBICJICHHO JEBYIIIKA CACAIIA 32
€€ IpOCTHBIM HaTHUCKOM. 2Kap BOKPYT A€BYLIKH HadaJl cJ1abeTh
— BHIMMO, TOT, KTO IIOCIajl €ro, OT3bIBaJl Ha3al CWIbI,
TOTOBWICS K nociienHeli 6uTBe. Kesicu Gonbllle He Kone6anach.
HanpoTuB, oHa HMCILIThIBaJIa TOPAOCTb U Bo30yxaeHHne. Kak
6yaTo, IPOAOJDKMB CXBaTKy C BparoM, oIlpeleNiia M CBOIO
cynanoy.

— Haiinyrpa! — cHOBa B KpacHOM TYyMaHe NOCJBIIIAICS
Goepoii x4 MlonaHa, Teneps Kak 6ynTo uyTh ganbie. Kencu
CKOpYWIach, MO-NPEXHEMY COCPEIOTOYMBAsA BCIO CIUIy BOJIM
Ha MCYe3HYBLIEM M3 BHAY KaMHe.

U Tyt Kencu yBuaena ocjaenureIbHOe BUAEHHE U IOPaXEH-
Ho 3aMurana. Ha 1pyroM Kpaio npoBaja nosiBWiach OqHHOKAast
durypa. JleByuika He MoIJIa BHAETH €€ SICHO, HO MBICJIEHHO
XOpOlLo NIpeACTaBIWIa cebe cBepKaiollee besioe Tej0, KOTopoe
M3rubajioch B KAKOM-TO CTPAaHHOM liepeMOHHOM TaHue. M
Koraa ¢urypa Kacanaach 3¢MJIM HOTaMH, OTTyAa IIOTHHUMAINCh
HOBBIE BOJIHBI KPACHOTO TyMaHa M yCTPeMJISUTUCH K Jydy. Ho
KaMeHb YXe JoJeTes Tyda U IOBMC Hal IoJIOBOi TaHIopa.

B aTor MoMeHT Kencn n 6pocuna Briepén BClo CHITY BOJIH.
KaMeHb OCTAHOBWICS M Hayaj] BpalllaTbCsl, KAK paHblile, Hax
MHHHATIOPHBEIM MHpoM. KeJjicu He BHIesa ero: BOKpYT NOAHA-
JINCh HOBBIE KJIyOBI KpacHOro TyMaHa. Ho oHa noyyBcTBOBaIa:
TaHLOP He OXHUAAI 3TOro, Tereph OH JHOJDKEH OTO3BaTh CHJILI
Jlyda AJisi caMO3alllMThl. A OHa He NO/DKHA TO3BOJIUTh €My
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3toro. Y xak AeByllIKa HeJaBHO NPHKA3bIBajla HCKPaM pacchl-
naThesl HaJ, MHPOM BHH3y, TaK ceiiyac OHa BBI3BIBAJIAa HX M3
KaMHSA B TOM MecTe, KoTopoe ciiyra TeHH cauTas Oe30macHbIM
st ceba. Boxpyr — Bot Tak! CHoBa BOKpYT!

OHa YyBcTBOBaJa, KaK OIOHb INPOXHUIaeT €€ A0 CaMbIX
KOCTeii, HO YTO-TO He TM03BOJISUIO €11 OTCTYTIMTh OT MAJIEHBKOTO
COJIHLIA, KOTOPOE CpaXXalnoch riae-To TaM, HEBUAMMO JUId He€.
O6opoT — HcKpbl — HMcKphl! BoT Tak!

IlepBBle HCKPH! BbUIETENH M3 CUSHMSA, OKPYXMBIIETO Ka-
MeHb. Horn TaHLIOpa 3aBUTJINCh IIO-HOBOMY, €MY Xe€ HeJb3sI
no3BoJiaTk 310! ElIE ogHa MCKpa — M TaHUOpP 3acThUl Ha
MrHoBeHue. OH aporayn! ITopa!

H30 Bcex cwi1, KaKue TOJBKO Moryia cobpats, Kencu HaHe-
cina Bropoit yaap. U, HaBepHoe, nocneauuii. KpacHsliit TyMaH
TaK IUIOTHO OKYTHIBaJI €€, YTO OHAa YyBCTBOBajia ceOsi ITOJI-
HOCTbIO OTOpPBAaHHOW OT peaJbHOro MHpa, HaBEYHO
3aKITIOYEHHOA B 3TY MBITKY. MoXeT, MBICIEHHasl KapTUHa,
KOTOpYI0O OHAa BHAeNa, — ToXe Wunosdna? A e€ mnpocrto
06GMaHBIBAIOT?

JIy4y, coMkHyBmmiicsi Bokpyr Keicu, gpornyn. JIpornyn
ewé pa3. OHa cMorIjla AaXe B3NOXHYTh 0e3 GonM B ropie H
nérkux! JeByuika npuoboapuinack. Touno! TaHuop norepsn
YBEPEHHOCTD B cebe — BCE 60JIbllle HCKp! — HE TaKHMX GOJIbLIMX
M SPKHX, KaK Te, YTO PacchINaINCh Ha MUP B IIpOBaJie, HO OHH
Pa3pHIBATH CETh, OKPYXAaBIIYIO TAHLIOPA, HAPYLIAJIX PUCYHOK
ero taHua. ITopa!

Kencu pesko 6pocunach BieBO, NepeKaTHIAach Yepe3 Ka-
MEHb, yaapwiach o BUTTI M cxBaTWwiach pyKoil 3a KOCT/ISIBOE
IUIeYO KOJIAYHbH.

— Haii MHe city! — MoxeT, KeJIcH ¥ He KpMKHYIIa TOJIOCOM,
HO BCE TeNlo e€ BhIpaXaao 3TOT NpHuka3. U, HaBepHoe, cama
HEOXMIAHHOCTDb 3acTaBWia Butrn nogumHuThcA. Yepes pyky
B AEBYLIKY YCTPEMMICS MOTOK CWIBI, M KAMEHb B MBICJICHHOH
KapTHHE Ha4aJl pacKauMBaThCA BCE LIMPeE, Ceaysl 3a TAHLIOPOM
M HCITycKasl LieJIble IIOTOKH MCKp, KOTOpble YBEPEHHO OWiIn
BHM3.
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Kencu cnoBHO pasgyBanach, BHIXOAS 3a Ipeleibl CBOETO
Tena. To, 910 nepenasana eit BurTi, 66U10 TaK BEJIMKO, YTO OHA
He MOIJIa yAepXaTh 3TO B cebe, CWIy CJIeIOBaJIO HANIpaBUTh Ha
OpyXHe Ipyroro MMpa, KOTOPOIo OHa JO CHX IIOp He BHAENA.

KpacHasi [pIMKA BOKPYT Hayasia IOCTENIEHHO pacCeUBaTLCS;
Temneph MeBYLIKA XOPOLIO BHAENA KOJOYHBIO, HO caMa Butra
Jaxe He NTOBEPHYJIa roJIoBbl H BOOOLIIe HHKAK He ToKa3asia, YTo
Buaut Kencu. Barman BurTa ObL1 yeTpeMIIEH Hal TIPOBAJIOM.
TaMm, B TyCKIIOM KpaCHOM TyMaHe, BCE e1lI€ BHCEN €€ COOCTBEH -
HbIH kxaMeHb. OH Bpalllajics Telepb He TaK OBICTpO, cKopee
IPOCTO PacKavdMBajCs, CJIOBHO JIMUIMBLIMCE NTONAEPXKKH.

Ho Kencu 6bU10 Bcé paBHO — GUTBa NNPOJOJDKAJIACh, H OHU
JOJDKHBI ObUTM noGeNuTh TAaHLIOPA M CryliaBlIMecs B MaJioM
MHpE TEHH.

— Ilepeaasaii! INocwutait! — TpeGoBana aepymika. — Jaii
CcHITY... ‘

OHa mno-TpeXHeMy YyBCTBOBJIAa NPUTOK CWIbI, HO TOT
nocreneHHo cnaben. MpicieHHas: KapTMHA TAHIIOpPa CTAHOBH-
J1ach Bc€ 6olee TycKIoi, H HaKOHell e ByLIKa BooOlIe He 6bu1a
Gosnbllle yBEpeHa, YTO BHIWUT e€ro. A BOPYT HUX 3aMaHWIH B
JIOBYLIKY, JHMIIWIKM 0OOMX KaMHEH U OCTaBWIM Majblii MHp
OTKPLITHIM AJIS1 BTOpXeHUS TbMbI?

17

TwMa, nonmHas asiMa, yaylnaoolas 4epHOTa, B KOTOpPO# Io-
TIpeXHeMy ABUTAJICS TAHLIOP, XOTSI ABHDXEHHS €ro ObUTH ITOJTHBI
OoT4yasiHUsA. A NOTOM — HUYETO...

Kencu oTkpeuia rinasa. OHa JeXajla Ha Kpalo IIpoBaja,
psiioM — IpyAa U3HOUIEHHBIX CEPBIX TPSIMOK. 3TO MOIJIa OBITh
ToJabKO ButTi. CBepXy BOHOCWIACE €Jie CIIBbIIIHASA XpYCTaJIbHAS
My3bIKa. BriepBble OHa ycibllliajia €€, Korga KaMHH TOJIBKO-
TOJILKO TIOBHMCJIM Hal MHHHATIOpHBIM MHpoM. C ycwineM
JeByllIKa NOBEPHYJIa IOJIOBY, IlepeKaTWIach K Kpalo IpoBaja.
KpacHzlit TyMaH Mcye3, a Hal MUpOM TIpOJoJDKaj BpallaThesa
onuH KaMeHb. KameHs Burri, nonymana Kencu. OHa nporsa-
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Hy/la pyKYy K IDYOH, NMOYEMY-TO Hanesch, YTO He yTpaTwia
HaBcerza Toro, 4To Ka3ajoch eil TSDKENOW Holleii, Yero oHa
HUKOTa He TPOCWIa, HO YTO CTAJIO YacThlo €€ caMOM.

— HoHaH? — no3Bajia OHa IOJIOCOM, XPMIUILIM OT NeEpeHe-
cénHoil xaprl. OTBeTa He ObU10. [leByllIKa MpUNOAHANAch Ha
KOJIEHSIX ¥ IOCMOTpeJia TyAa, Iie Bhaesa ero B 6010 nocneAHHit
pa3. TaM nexanu Apa Teaa, OZHO B KOJBYYTE.

Eit ymanocr KakuM-To oOpa3oM BCTaTh Ha HOIM, M OHa
no6pesia B TOM HarnpaBlIeHUH. BHyTpH 4yBcTBOBaJsIaCh ITYCTOTA,
CJIOBHO YTO-TO YIUIO WIHM 6bUIO YCTPaHEHO H3 MMpa 6e3
eauHoro ciaopa. M He TOMbKO KaMeHb, NoAyMaJla OHa.

OHa nofonuia K TejJlaM M HaKJIOHWIACh K TOMy, 4YTO B
xonsyyre. Ho 310 okasanca He BouH M3 Jonuubl. Kencu
YBHEJ1a CMYIJIOE XecToKoe iMuo. YynoBulie xe OHa oboluia
IlaJieKo, He XeJlasd JaXe CMOTPETb Ha Hero.

Ha xaMHsX Bciony BHAHBI ObUIM KaIUIM KPOBM, ¥ OHa lU1a
no 3ToMy KpoBaBoMy cieay. OHa nosokHa 6buta qobpaTecs 10
MecTa, rie ucue3 e€ KaMeHb. Ho meBymika yxe 3Haja, 4ro
JIMIIMJIACH CBOETO OPYXUs, y He€ 6oJIblile HET TaJIUCMaHa.

Bckope Kencu HaTKHysIach Ha TPEThE TEJIO — B KOJIBYYTE,
JieXaBuiee JHLIOM BHH3. OHa 3acTaBiiIa ceOs1 HAKJIOHUThCS U
NPUNOAHATH TOJIOBY ¥ CHOBA YBHAEJa He3HaKoMoe 0. Ho
rae xe Monan? KescH BCIyX HECKOJBKO pa3 T03Baja ero, U
Mip B IpoBase oTo3Baics 3xoM. Kesjcu mouuna jpanbiue,
JepXach 3a KOJIOHHBI H NepeXoas oT ofHo# K apyroi. Emé
KpOBb, U3pYOJICHHOE Teslo YyNOBHIA — CIUVIOWD LIEPCTh U
Kortd. Teneps cTajjo HEMHOIO BHUOHO BIIEpEIH.

KT0-TO TaM cHen y KoJIOHHbI, OITYCTHUB IOJIOBY Ha Ipyab.

— Honan! — KeicH oTTONKHYIach OT KOJOHHBI, JO
KOTOpO#i TONBKO YTO JoOpanacs, M nobpena gansiie. Beiony
noyepHeBLINe KAMHH U 3amax cropeslieif iotH. Ho oHa 6bu1a
. YBepeHa, YTO CUAEBLINI y KOJJOHHBI noiuesenwics. OHa NoITH
nob6panack 10 Hero, Korma yBuaena eué oaHo teno. O6Msk-
lIee, CJIOBHO B OQHO MTHOBEHHE Bce CWIHI YLUIM U3 Hero,
HeBIIEKE JIeXaJo TeJo peGEHKa!

Kencu 3aTomiHmwio. Cpeau MmoTycOXCKE HHBIX TeJl 3TH besbie
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KOHEYHOCTH KA3aJIMCh abGCOJIIOTHO HETPOHYTHIMH, HH ciela
6yleBaBLIErO 3/1€Ch OTHA.

YenoBeX Y KOJOHHBI MeJICHHO TIOBEPHY TojioBy. MoHan!
‘HaxoHeu-To oHa Hauwia ero. Med co CIOMAaHHBIM Y PYKOSITH
JIe3BHEM JIeXall pAIOM C ero pykoi. Mertawn B pyKosTH
TNOTYCKHeEJ, NMOKPBUICA YEPHBIMM IIATHAMM, KaK THMIOLIUH
&pyxT.

VioHaH clierka noqHsu1 roJIoBy M NOCMOTpeN Ha Heé. Bnep-
Bble OHa yBHMIeNa ciaabylo YIBIOKY Y HEro Ha rybax, M JIMLO
BOMHA Ccpa3y NOMOJIOAEIO.

— Tu1 paHeH? — JeBYylLIKA HeyBEpeHHO 3aMepJia Hajl HUM;
Belb OHA He 3HaeT, KaK IOMOTraTh PaHEHBIM JIOOSIM: €M
NPUXOAWIOCH JIEYUTh TOJLKO XMBOTHRIX. Ho oHa HakinoHU-
JIach M IIPHHSUIACh OCTOPOXHO OCBOOOXIATh €10 OT KOJIbYYTH,
yTOGHI B3IISIHYTh Ha paHy B OOKYy.

HeyxmioXuMu nanbliaMH OH NBITAICA NMoMoyb eil. Kencu
yBHAENA ITyOOKHIi pa3pe3 B TeJle; paHa CWIBHO KPOBOTOYMIA.
OHa ObBICTpO OTOpBajia IOJIOCKY OT CBOEH oexAabl M, KakK
MOIJIa, TlepeBsi3aja BOHHA, HCIOJIb30BaB MOCIEAHNE OCTAaTKU
WibeifHa, 3allenMBIIMECS 3a BHYTPEHHME LIBLHI €€ CyMKH.

OH HeNoABKXHO JieXal Nof €€ pyKaMH, 3aKphIB IV1a3a, e11e
3aMeTHeEE CTaJla ero MOJIOAOCTD, H OHa OoJibllle He BUAEIa B HEM
YBEPEHHOTIO B ce0e pa3BequMKa, KOTOPLIA BEI M 3alMILAT KX,
HO TOJIBKO MOJIOAOTO YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPLIi Xpabpo cpaxaycs B
3TOM C CaMOTO Hayajla IOYTH O6e3HanEXHOM IOUCKE.

TTOKOHYHMB ¢ TepeBsA3KON M yNoXuB MoHaHa KaK MOXHO
ynobxee, Kencu ¢ moGONBITCTBOM, CMELIAHHBIM CO CTPAaXOM U
CTBIIOM, 06paTIIach K HEITOABIDKHOMY GeJIoMy TeIy U yBUIE-
na... IIpexpacHoe Telo MOJMOZON HEBYLIKUA C 3aKpBITHIM
TEMHBIMHM BOJIOCAaMM JHLOM. bockie Horn 6bUIM TaKMMH Ma-
JIeHbKHMH, YTO e/IBa COOTBETCTBOBaIH cieny. Ho yro-To B Helt
6rU10 Takoe... Heyxemu 3TO TOT caMblif TaHIIOp, KOTOPBIi
TILITAJICA TIOKOHIUTh C KAMHAMH... CO BCEMH HHMH?

Kencu 3actaBuna cebs OTKpLITh JHLO MEPTBOH, ybpaTh
TsDKENbIe npsanayu Bojioc. Kpacora, Aa, HO ¢ OTTEHKOM 3714, XOTs
JIeBylLIKA He Morla Obl CKa3aTb TOYHO, ITOYeMYy TaK pelInia.
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Iocnplnancsa NErKWil XpycTaIbHBIA 3BOH, U, BHUMATEJIbHO
NpHUIIALEBLINCh, OHA YBHMAENA, YTO C PYKH, IO Gesoil Koxe
MEpPTBOi, COCKOJIB3HYJIH MaJleHbKHE KYCOYKM XpycTals, H
ONMH WIH [BA M3 HUX ellé TYycKIo cBeTWIHCh. E€ kaMeHb!
CHoBa Kesncu ouryrwia 6oie yrpatel. KaMeHb HUKOIa He
NpHHaIIeXal eif, Ho OHa HecJia er0 ¥ OCMeJIIach HCMOJb30-
BaTh. 1 MMeHHO QocnenHu# TNOpPLIB €€ BoiaM YOW1 3TOro
pe6GEHKA, TOKOHYMI € GUTBOM. A YFO €l1€ OH HaTBOpUI?

Kencu nmomoluia K Kpalo NMpoBajia U 3amjIsIHY/Ia BHHU3.

KamMenp BUTTI no-npexHeMy MeaJIeHHO Bpallajics, OXHa-
KO NpPH 3TOM BCE-TaKM HCITyCKasl ToJryOble MCKpHI, KOTOphIe
najgaii B KPOXOTHEIN MuUp, U Kesicu 3aMeTwna, YTo TEeHH He
norubiu OKOHYaTeIbHO, OHH coOpajiuch B HeGoNblMe TEM-
Hble o6macT. X0Ts, KOHEYHO, UX CTaJO ropa3lo MEHBIIE.

Butta npuiwia cioaa, yrodsl Hailti cury. [lo-cBoeMy oHa
Hallla €€ M Mcrnosb3oBajla — Kak M Kencu. deBymka He
TMIOHHMaJIa, Yero OHU AOCTUIIU 3TUM. Moxer, HyXeH Benu-
KHii, OMHH U3 TeX, O KOTOPHIX TaK YacTO INOBOPST 3TH JIOIH,
YTOOBI ONPENEANTD, YTO HUMEHHO CAETaHO M XOPOLIO WIH IUIOXO
cIenaHo.

— Bro 6b11 3dTaH, — Kency, ycnsimas cnoa Monana,
OTBEPHYJIACh OT MUHMATIOPHOTO MUpa. — OHY NOAKYTIWIH AJS
cBoux 1enel 3dTaHa.

— BdTan?

"— O6HuTaTeNb BO3AyXa, — OOBSICHIWI Wonan. — Ouu MOTYT
CBOMM TaHLEM MOAHMMATh 6yplo. A 3TOT TaHLieBal IO BoJe
JIPYTHX... — ¥ IOHOIIIA YKAa3aJl Ha [IOBEPXHOCTD, ITIOYEPHEBILYIO,
HCKOpEXEHHYIO; Bcloay O6bUIH pa3bpocaHsI Teja, a B cepeIHHe
BCETO JIeXaJl0 HETPOHYTOE TEJIO.

Jlexano?

Ha xamMHe BHOHBI ObUTH €€ JIErKHMe JIMHUM KOHTYypa
cymectBa. Ho... Kencu obeuMH pykaMm 3axana poT, YTOObI
3armyiuTh KpuK. CaMo 6enoe Te€10... OHO HCYe3a1o... NOTHU-
Masch CTpyHKaMH 6enmoBaroro geiMa. Kencu Bunena, Kak ThMa
Hcye3aeT, TOJNBKO CTPYHKA X0JIo[a KOCHYJIach €€ — CJIOBHO OT
CHEXHOro IOoJsI Ha rope, Korga AbIM cobpajcs B AJIMHHYIO
crpyto. Kencu orcrynuina Ha war-iBa, oXuuaasi, YTO XOJIOA
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OoOpYLINTCS Ha He€ U 3aMOPO3HT TaM, Iie OCTAJbHEIE CTOpEIH.

Ho Bokpyr 6esoro 3acusyl OTTEHOK TIoiyboro, M HIbIM
NOJHICA NMPAMO B He60 Ha KOJIOHHAMH 0Oe3 KpBILIH, yleTeB
BBEDX, CJIOBHO HEOXHUAAHHO OCBOOOAUBLIKCH OT IUieHa. U BoT
OH HMcYe3, a Ha KaMHSX OCTIMCh JIEXaTh TOJNBLKO KYCOYKH
XpycTass.

— Yro?.. — Kescu obHapyxXWwia, 4TO €ii TpyXHo chopmy-
JnupoBaTh Bonpoc. KoHeyHo, TaHLIOBLIMIIA yMepaa.

— OHa BepHYJIach K cebe, — cKka3an MoHaH 1 moMopuimics,
CXBaTUBUINCH PYKO# 3a 60K. — MoXeT, TyT €€ yaepXuBaIH
3aKJIMHAHUA, a Teneph OHA cBoOogHa. Takue, Kak oHa, peaKko
BMELIMBAIOTCA B fieNa mojei... WIX AeMOHOB, — 1 OH B3IVISTHYJI
Ha JieXaBlIHe BOKPYT OOOMOKEHHEIE Tesa.

— OHa BepHETCH? — crmpocuia gesByuika. — Kameds...
pastuics.

— He pymailo, 4To6b1 MBI CHOBA YBHAEIH 3TO OpyXue, —
otBeTin MoHaH. — XoTs, KOHEYHO, 3T0 HE 3HAYHUT, YTO OHHU
He HCTIPOOYIOT APYTHE ITyTH, — H OH ell€ OoJIbllie CMOPLIWICH,
B35B B PYKH CJIOMaHHBL Med M ITepeBOAA B3IIAI C MECTa CIOMa
Ha NOTYCKHEBILHIA MeTaJUl B pyKosaTH. — [loxoxe, 1ea, Mbl
oba ocTaiuch 6e3 OpyXmuH...

— Ectb emi€ xameHb Burrin...

— Eci1i oH OTBETHT €if; M €CJIM OHA 3aX0YeT... — OTBET €ro
Npo3BydYasl He OYeHb YBEPEHHO.

— HMatu cMoxelnb? — coOGCTBEeHHBIH BONPOC MOKa3aJIcs ei
pPe3KuM M TpebGoBaTenbHeIM. Ho OHa He XoTena OCTaBiIATH
KoJayHblo ogHy. 1 Teneps e€ nenbio 6610 — cobpaTh Bcex
CBOMX CITyTHHKOB BMecTe.

— Iloka Ha MeHsA OCOGEHHO He pacCYMThIBaM, JeaH, —
OTBETWI IOHOLIA U NOMbITAICA NPUIOAHATLCS Ha pykKax. OHa
6nIcTpO noMoryia eMy. [ToToM o ero 3Haky cripsTajia B HOXHBI
OCTaHKH Meya, NoBeciia cebe Ha IUTe40 H30PBAHHYIO KOJIbYY-
Iy, oOXBaTWIa ero pyKoii, H OHH MeAJICHHO JBHHYIHCH BOKPYT
Kpas poBajia, Iiepexols OT OQHOIO CTojI6a K APYIOMY H MHOTO
pa3 OCTaHaBINBAsCh, KOTIa OHAa 3aMedalla KaIUTH II0Ta Y Hero
Ha 10y M CTUCHYTBIE OT Gonu ry6el. Kak OyaTo oH HM 3a 4TO
HE XOTeJI MONPOCHUTD NMepeabIIIKH.
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Tonoc xonayHsH Kesicu yensiuiana, emé He 1oopaBLIKCh 10
Heé. BUTTII mejla — XpHIUIO M ¢ TlepepbhIBaMU B puTMe. BuaHo
6bL10, YTO OHA CHAMUT Ha CaMOM Kpalo ITpoBaIa, IS He BHH3,
Ha 3eMJIIO TTOJ Helf, a Ha MeJIEHHO BpAllAIOLIUicA KaMeHb.
OHa nies1a M IpOTSTHBaJIa PyKU K KAMHIO, CJIOBHO XOTeJa B3ATh
ero, Npxath K cebe U 3awuTuTh. Ha nuiie e€ 6uU10 ronoaHoe
BbIPAXKEHHE, I71a3a, YCTPEMIEHHbIE HA JaN€Kuii KaMeHs, Y-
60Ko 3amaJ, KaK 6yATO KOJIYHEIO JOJIT0O My4Ha TMXOPaaKa.
BpeMst oT BpeMeHH OHa NpeKpalliaya MeTh, TEpJa 106 JafoHbIo
M NpUXMMaja MNajblbl K IJ1a3aM, CJIOBHO CTHpast C TIJja3
HEBHAHMYIO IUIEHKY, YTOOBI YBUIETD XEaHHYIO €ii KapTUHY:
KaK TO, YTO ObLIO €€ 4acTblo, BO3BpallaeTcs K HEll.

Ho xaMeHb He npeKpaluan BpalleHHUsl, He U3MEHST CBOEro
nonoxeHua. OH HMCIHOJNHSAI PoOjb COJHLIA B MMHUATIOPDHOM
MMpe, CTOJIb Xe BHELIHe HETIOABIDKHOTO, KaK M TO, YTo ceHyac
LIApWIO HaJ DCKOPOM M NPOTATMBAJIO CBOM JIydH MeX KOJIOHH.

— Burra! — Kesncu ycamwia MoHaHa y KOJIOHHBI, IOAOLILTA
X KOJIIYHBE M ITOJIOXWIA PYKHM €ii Ha KOCT/IfIBblEe IUIEYH. —
Burrn!

C TeM Xe yCIleXoM OHa MOIJIa O6paTUThCA K BeTpy WIH
MOPO3HOMY BO3[yXy, B KOTOPbIii NpeBpaTWICS TAHLIOP, YYTh HE
NOryOMBLIMI He TOJIBKO MX, HO M MBIl MHp B NPOMNACTH.

— Burra!

. Konnynea npotgauyina pyKy, Kpenko cxBatwia Kemncu u ayts
He copocuia e€ B mpoBa. I'saasi BHU3, HAa MUHHATIOPHBIN MUD,
Kencu BHaena, 4To TaM ellé XMBYT TeHH, ¥ TYT H TaM Ha HUX
o6pyLIMBAJICS NMOTOK HCKp, NpeBpallas HX B HUITO.

— OHa OHO LieJIoe CO CBOMM KAaMHEM, — IOCIBILIAJICA
c3amy ronoc Monana. — M 6yeT ¢ HUM eIMHA 10 KOHIIA.

— A 4... TOT, Ipyroif KaMeHb... — Bo3pa3wia Kencu.

— THI He KONOyHbSA, BO BCAKOM CJIydae Thl He U3 DcTKapIa,
Ile CWia eJMHa C 4eJIoBeKoM, BiagelomwuM elo. Eciu oHa
BEPHET CBOM KaMeHb, TO TOJILKO TOIZA MOYYBCTBYET cebsl B
6e3onacHocTH. Ho KaMeHb He OTKIMKAeTcsl Ha e€ 30B...

— Mnu gomxmbl yxoauts! — Keicu c6pocwna 6onbluyio
YacTh ONMyTaBIIMX €€ 4Yap. OT KaMHsA, KOTOpLIH OHa Hecla,
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OCTAJIUCh Tenephb TOJNBKO OOJIOMKH, ¥ OHAa YYBCTBOBaJa ceOs
HENpPHBBIYHO OOGHAXEHHOI, Ge30pyXHOMH, NErKoil nobbryci
JI1sA TI060T0 OXOTHHKA. Ml 10 CHX nop He MOTJIa TOBEPHTH, YTO
OHHM OKOH4YATEJbHO pa30WIM TO, YTO XOTEJO IOTyOMTh He
TOJMBKO HX, HO M MHUP B IpOBaJie.

OHa CHOBa NIOCMOTpeJ1a BHU3 M yBHAeNa JJOJTHHY — B 3TOM
oHa ObLma yBepeHa. M apyrme Mecra, roayonie, rme Cser
obe1an criokoiicTBue U 6e3onacHocTh. JleBylIKa Havyajia BHU-
MaTelibHee H3y4aTh MHHMATIOPHBIA JaHAWAdT, 4YTOOHI
OTIpeAeNINTD, IIe HaXOAUTCA OMMKaiilllee U3 3THX 6e30MacHbIX
MecT. Y9acTOK, NOKPHITEIH KOJIOHHaMH, Ka3ajicst B bacceiiHe
HETIPONIOPLIMOHATIBHO GOJNBLINM IO CPaBHEHHIO C OCTAIBHOM
Teppuropueil. 1 X ceBepy OT Hero pacnojiarajioch OGHO H3
CaMBIX TEMHBIX IISITEH — XOTA OHa ObUIa yBepeHa, 9TO M 3TO
NATHO 3aMETHO YMeHbLIWIoCch. CHavasa OHO AaXe Kacajloch
caMuX KoJIOHH. M ecnm eit He ymactca BhIBeCTH Butmi u3
TpaHCa H B TO Xe BpeMs NoiepxuBaTh MoHaHa, KaK Xe oHa
CMOXeT...

— VxonuTts? — nopTopwi 3a Heit MoHaH. — JlyMaelub, MBI
ceifyac JODKHHI YXOAMTH? — IOHOLIA T'OBOPHJI HETPOMKO,
TOJIOC Y Hero GBUT ycTanelit. OH Teneph He CHAEN Y KOJOHHBI,
a Jiexan, JUIo ero noblegHelo M, HeCMOTpA Ha 3arap,
Ka3aJI0Ch CEPhIM M TYCKIIBIM.

Kencu B3mépHyna moa®opogoK M NpsSMO B3IIAHYZIA Ha
BOMHaA.

— o cux nmop Ml NobexXnanm...

— OnHO cpaXeHHe — He BOiHA, — MEJICHHO OTBETWI OH
M 3aKphUT ma3a. TeM BpeMeHeM BUTTN mponoxana TAHYTH
PYKH K KaMHIO, Tofioc e€ INepellén B XpUIUmbLi weénot. Kemncu
CHOBa MocMoTpeJa BHU3. YNIPSIMCTBO HE ITO3BOJISUIO €if TIpH-
3HaTh NOpPAXEHHE, O 9EM TOBOPWIO cocTosHMe HMoHaHa m
Burrn. Jesymka mpucena Ha Xpalo oOpbIBa M IIPHHSIACH
H3y4yaTh IyTh OT MecTa ¢ KoJoHHaMH ao Jomuubl. OHa He
Bepwia 6oJTblIe, YTO OHHM HAaWIyT HOBBIN MCTOYHHK GOJNBIIOH
CWIBI, KaKoi uckana Burm. IIpuHyXxaeHue, KoTopoe npuBejio
eé clooa, MCYe310 BMecTe ¢ €€ KaMHEM, BepHee, C KAMHEM
Poitneiin. Otctyruienne cnacér ux. EcimM oHM ocTaBaAT 3TO
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MeCTO C KOJIOHHaMH M IPOHAYT HEMHOTO JaJIbllle Ha 3amall, TaM
OyaeT peka, KOTopas IIPOTEKAEeT COBCEM HeAaIeKo OT JJomMHEIL.
Kak TOJBKO OHM OOCTHTHYT OXpPaHseMOH TEppPHTODUH, HX
HaHAYT H TIOMOTYT BEPHYTbCS.

— Burtn! — Kencu BHOBb NPMABHHYNACh K KOJIIyHbE,
B3sla. €€ 3a IUIEYM M CWIbHO MNOTPSC/IA, TaK YTO TIOJIOBA
XeHUIWHBI 3anEprajjach B3aj M Bnepén. — Burra!

TéMHBIE IV1a3a TYNO CMOTpENIHM CKBO3b HeEE, CIIOBHO OHa
6b1a GecTenecHa, Kak AbM. HuaTO He Momio oTopBaTh
KXoJayHblo ot eé kaMHs. Ho Kesncu He cnaBasnack. OHa CHIBHO
yAapwia Mo XyAoMy JIMLY, CHagasia TIo OMHOMH 1LieKe, NOTOM 1o
JpYyroi, ¥ Ha LIeKaX MOSBIWINCh KPacHEIE Cllellbl yAapoB.

Ha 3ToT pa3 B ma3ax YTO-TO MeJIbKHYJIO, HETIOABIDKHBII
B3I, CMECTHJICH.

— Burrn! — Teno KonayHbH M30THYJAch, BUTTN cTapanacsk
3arIAHYTh 3a KescH, cMOTpeTb TOJILKO Ha Bpaualouiuics
KaMeHb. Temepb HCKpBEI M3 Hero MOSIBLUIMCH pexe, JIMIIb
HeMHOTIHe TIPONOJDKATH OXOTUTLCS 32 TEHSIMH, €L JIeXaBIIH-
MM B YTOJKAaX MaJloro Mupa.

— Butri, 3a HaMH noroHsTcsd. HaM HyXHO yXoOWTh.

— HmeneM Xodepa u Tema, necAThIO CBETAMH H ACBATHIO
YallaMM, LIECTHIO CBA3KAMH XBOPOCTa U TPEMsI KOCTPaMH... —
OeByLIKa CJBIIAJIA CJIOBA KOJAYHBM, HO He NOHHMMajia WX
cMEbIc/Ia. BUTTII nogHsia pyKy M Halelwia Tajiell B JIMLO
Kencu, npsmo eii B ra3a. [leBylnKa yKIOHWIACh H BhIITyCTWIA
KOJIIYHBIO.

BuTTN BcTaNa, IETKO OTTONIKHYNa Kesicn 1 cienana ABa 1ara
BIepén, 3a Kpai nposaja.

Kencu 3akpudana. Burri ucuesna. OHa cJI0BHO IIarHysa 3a
IBepb, KOTIIa cesaja 3TH Iark Bnepén. B ToT xe MUT KaMeHb
YyTh CABUHYJICA CO CBOETO MECTAa B BO3AyXe, ABaXAbl ObICTPO
TIOBEPHYJICSI M BBINYCTWI IIOTOK McKp. MoXer, HOCTYNOK
Byt oxmBuHI ero.

— OmHa... oHa ucyeana! — Kencu ykasana Ha Mecrto, Iie
TOJIBKO YTO CTOSUIa KoJimyHbs. Hudero, kpoMe Bo3nyxa, HHKa-
KHX CJIefOB, OaXe TaKHX JETKUX, KaKue OCTaBWI, YXO.d,
adraH.
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— Cwia 3abpana e€... — ycTaabiM, OBICTPO ciaabeloluM
rosocoM ckasan Monan.— Cita He NpUXOWIa K Heif, ¥ OHa
nouvia K cwie. OHa Hauula To, YTO McKajia: TOCleaHee
CITUSTHUE CHII.

U xax 611 B OTBET Ha 3TO KAMEHb JE€HCTBUTEIBHO 3aCBEPKAT
— IIOYTH TaK Xe ApKo, KaK cBepKaJ BMecTe ¢ KaMHeM Kesncu.
A nocnenHue TEHH — TEHHU 0eXasIi, B TaHUKE YCTPEMUBILIHCH
K HEMHOTHM noTaliHeIM MectaM. Ho M TaM oHHU Hcyesanw,
3eMJI1 OCBOOOXAaach OT 3714, KOTOpPO€ TaK JOJII0 XWIO Ha
HEH.

HMcTOYHUK BeJIMKO#H CWIBI — BOT YTO MCKAJIH KOJIYHBH
OcTKapna ¥ BOT YTO Hauuvia Burrn.

Kencu nosepHynach x HoHaHy. DTOT CBEpKAIOLIHi OTHEH-
HBIM 11ap myran aeBywiky. Ecau Obl e€ kaMeHb BblaepXa,
HEyXelIM e€ TaK Xe INpUTATHBAIO Obl K HeMy? Moxer,
NOCTYTIOK BUTTJN M €€ 3acTaBUT NeiicCTBOBaTbh TAKUM Xe obpa-
30M?

OHa oTOABHMHYJ/ACh OT Kpas IIpoBaJa.

— Tl He cBsi3aHa, — cJI0Ba MloHaHa Maso YTo 3HAYIWIM /1
nepenyraHHoi AeByllkd. Ceifyac eif XOTeJIOCh TOJNBKO YHTH
OTCIONa, KaK MOXHO AaJiblile Y6eXaTh OT MECTa C KOJIOHHaMH.
— Thu1 He konayHbs Dcrkaprna. KaMeHb NpHILET K Tebe Kak
Jap, He KaK OpyXHe...

— Jlap... — noBropwia oHa. Takoro japa HHKTO cebe He
noxenaer. — KoMy HyXeH Takoil Jap? — M OHa yKa3aja Ha
MHHHATIOPHOE COJIHIIE, B KOTOpOE IIpEBpaTWICS KAMEHb.

— MHoruM, — KOpoTKo OTBETHI OH. JIHLIO ero nmoreMHeso
— TEHBIO He 3J1a, HO yTparhl. — Jlapsl narorca MHOTUM. Te,
KOTOpLIe HaM yHa€Tcsl COXpaHMTb, PaclBETAIOT, — PyKa €ro
OITyCTHIaCh, JieIIa Ha PYKOATh CJIOMaHHOTro Meya. — Sl 3Han
TaKy1o, KOTOpoii MHOIoe GbLIO JaHO, H OHA CyMeJia IPHHSITS.
Tenepr oHa XOAWT MHBIMH NMyTAMHU U HE NOMHHT TOIO, YTO
6bU10 Npexe; BCIIOMHUHAET TONLKO KaK YTO-TO AAJIEKOE H He
cBsi3aHHoe ¢ Helo. [maiiauc... — royioc ero MOHU3WICH, CJIOBHO
MoHaH XoTeN no3BaTh Ty, 4TO HOCIIA 3TO HMS.

Ho Kencu He HHTepecoBaino npouutoe. OHa OTCTYIIIIA, TaK
YTO TeIeph MeXAY HEl0 M BpalllalolUMCHA KaMHEM-COMHLEM
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pacnojnaraics cron6. [ToroMy 4Tro He MoIyia H30aBHUTBCA OT
oraceHM, YTO eCJIM OyneT ocTaBaThCs MO €ro CBETOM, KAMEHD
TIpHMBJICYET U €€, KaK NPHUBIEK Ty, YTO JONTO0 HOCWIA €T0.

' — Hném orciona! — ckasana oHa HMonany.

OH KpHMBO YCMEXHYJICS.

— [MoiinéM, nean. XoTa He QyMalo, YTOOBI 3710 CTAJIO ceifyac
OXOTHTBCA Ha Hac. A MeHA... — OH yKa3aJl Ha CBOé TeJo... —
NpHAETCS HECTH.

OH 6b11 npaB. CaM BCTaThb M NPOWTH BAOJb KOJIOHH OH HE
cMoxeT. Ecin oHM OTnpaBATCS BMecTe, TO CHOBA OKAXYTCS
NpeNoCTaBIeHHBIMH TOMY, 4TO XWIO 3Jech TaK AaBHO —
MoxXeT, ciuiukoM AaBHO. M Bc€ xe Kencu He Moria caenartsb
NEPBBIi 1IAT 10 Jopore, KoTopas yBeA€eT e€ orciona. He Morna
ocrasuth Monana ogHoro.

— YT0 Xe HaM Aenarb? — 3aJajl OH BONPOC, HajJ KOTOPEIM
MYYUTEJIbHO pa3fiyMbIBajla M JEBYyLIKA, HO HE pelllajiach 3aaa-
BaThb €ro BCAyX. — DTO TaK NpocTto, Jeau. Tul noipéuwnp 3a
TIIOMOIIIBbIO, @ 1 OCTAHYCh. _

— PsanoM c aTuMM... — OHa yKa3ana Ha IIPOTHBOIIOJIOXHbIM
Kpaii poBaJia, Ie JeXaIH COXKEHHbIe MepTBelbl. Ero Mormm
651 M3pYOUTH Ha KyCKM, ecid Onl He IOMOLIb €€ KaMHA B
nocnenHei ourse. Iocaenusas 6urBa? OTKyna eif 370 3HATH?
Ona BcioMHMIa 0 cobakax, o CapHax, 0 MEPTBBIX Yyl OBHIIAX.

‘He Bepmna oHa U B TO, YTO OCTaBIUMICS KaMEHb CMOXET
NOMOYbL UM 3a INIpefieJIaMU TOTO MECTa, TIe NMOBHC B BO3AYXE.

— OHH noTepnenu nopaxeHue, — oreeTa Monan. — Kro
6b1 OHM HHU OLLTH, AeNio X KOHYeHO. [Toka cBepKkaeT KaMeHb,
OHM He BepHyTcs. S AyMalo, YTO MHp BHU3Y — 3epKaJIbHOE
OTpaXcHHMe Haumero, ¥ BUTII npuBena B AelicTBHEe CHWIBL,
sawMalome ero. Her, Tol Moy, Tequ, ¥ IpUBEAH TOMOILIb. ..

He oTBeyas1, [eByLIKa ITOJOLLTA K Kpalo POBaJIa, OThICKAIA
JlonuHy U cTajia OTMEPSTh PacCTOSHHE MEXAY HEIO H MECTOM
c KojoHHaMH. Ecau 6Bl y HUX OBUIH JIOLIAAH... HO 3IECh
nouany Toneko y CapHoB. Eii norpeGyercss MHoro nHei,
TOTOMY YTO OHA HH 3a 4TO He MOMIET Mo JoporaM, 0COOEHHO
o TOM, YTO BeAET K KPENOCTH CHAALUEIO YyJOBHIlA.
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Honuna. Kencu ctapanach jiydile paccMOTpeTh €€. Bor oHa!

Han JlonuHo¥ NOgHSUIOCH 9TO-TO — ABIMKA, ITOXO0Xas Ha Ty,
YTO OCTaBWI yieTatolui 3¢TaH. KelcH oTaTHyIach ¥ Mally -
HaJIbHO TNOAHeCNa PYKM K IpPyAH, HO KaMHS TaM He ObLio.
IMocnreimancss 3ByK B3pbIBa, CJIOBHO JIOMHYJ CaM BO3AYyX, a
TIOTOM Pa3fajloch pLIYaHHUE.

Ona yBHIeNa JHKYIO KOIIKY, TY CaMylo, YTO TIpHBeENa €€ B
3TOT KoJnoBckoii Mup. Kolka ockanuna KibIK¥, WIEPCTh €€
BCTaJIa ARIOOM, M3OTHYTHIN XBOCT HEMOABIDKHO 3aCTHUI.

«Thl... HOH...»

JIBa cioBa OTMeYaTaJIMCh B CO3HAHHH, OHHM IPOXAJIH,
XHMBOTHOE CTapaJIoCch, YTOOHI ero nmoHsUm. Komka no6exana or
Kencu K xpaio nposasna u Ha3an. M Kencu noHsuia e€: Kolika
X04eT, YTOOHI OHa MocJieloBaia 32 BUTT/, NphirHyna, HaleIuB
CBOE TeJIO Ha ropsl BHU3y. OHa NoTEpia ri1a3a, yBepeHHas, 4To
3TO WUTIO3MS, YTO HHKAKOM KOIIKH 30eCh HET, MMPOCTO KaKas-
TO YacTb €€ MaMsTH HIpacT c Hell.

— 3HayuT, BOT KAKOB IIYTh OoTciona? — oT rosioca MoHaHa
Kencu B3gporHyna u 9yTh He ynaia ¢ kpasd. OH, KaK TSDKeJlo
paHeHOe XHBOTHOE, MOJI3 K Kpalo NnpoBasa. [IeByllIKa B cTpaxe
TIOMBITAJIaCh AOTAHYTbCH OO HEro, CXBaTHTh M YAEPXAaTb,
TIOTOMY YTO I0OHOIIIA ABHO COOHpaJICA ClesaTh TO, 4ero Tpeso-
BaJla KOIIIKA.

Ho eaBa Kescu caenana war X HeMy, KOIIKAa KMHY/Iach Ha
Heé, BLICTABMB KOITH, yIapwia eé B Geapo, 1 AeBylIKa yTiana.
CiMIKOM To3nHo. VMoHaH yxe mo6paics 4o Kpas, o6erMu
PYKaMH OTTOJIKHYJICI, OCTAaBMB Ha KaMHE€ KpPOBaBLIM clef,
nepeBaTWICS Yepe3 Kpai U Hcyes.

Kencu nocMoTpesna Ha KaMeHb, OXHMIasd HOBOM BCITBILUKM.
Ho storo He cayumrocsk. HanmpoTwB, KOITH KOLIKM CHOBA
PBaHY/IH €€ HOTY: KOLIKAa BTOPUYHO MPLITHYJIa Ha AeBY1IKY.
Kencu mopganacey — molIAaTHYZIach M B yXace yIaja 4yepes
Kpawu.

Huxkaxkoro nepepriBa, HHKAKOTO OIIYIIEHHS NaleHNs Brioc-
JIEACTBUM OHa HE MoIJIa BCIIOMHHTb. OTKpDHIB IVla3a, OHa
yBHZENa HaJl cobOii BEIMKOJENMHBIX KOBEP — KpBIlIlY, YCESH-
Hylo uBetaMH. OHa cHoBa B [lomuHe! Heyxenm Bc€ mux
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nmyTeiuecTsre 6pU10 cHoM? M 3TH 1iBETBI — COH, KOUIMap,
BBI3BAHHLIN NManeHHeM?

B rpyns eit ynépmuce nanbl. Ha He€ cMoTpenu Gonpline
masa. XKuBas Kouika! A Bhbillle Hak Heil CKIOHSAIOCH JIMLIO
HaroHsl, e€ ra3a, Toxe 6osbllie H BCTPEBOXEHHEIE.

— 310 peiicrButensHo JlonuHa... — Kescu cornyna jo-
KOTb, YNIEpJAcCh B HEBBICOKHUIf MaTpall M MPUIIOAHAIACE.

OHa He cnpamMBaja, Ho, Kaxercd, JlaroHa nmocuyuraia e€
CJIOBa BOIIPOCOM, NOTOMY YTO KHMBHYJIAa M OTBETHJIA:

— HomuHa.

Ho rme xe torna mparma? By nm Bropoit Octkapn u
BTOpOif DCKOp B NMpoBajle B 3a6BITOM XpaMme, €CIM TO ObLI
IEHCTBUTEJIBHO XpaM, WIM TaM IIPOCTO L@apwia WUIIO3HUA,
yTOOBI TIPHBIIEKATH K cebe U BO3BpalllaTh JOMOIi?

— Moxer 6bITh, — JlaroHa ynrana e€ Meicau, Ho Kecu He
TIPOTHUBMWIAC.

— A BurTi... €€ KaMeHb... — NpobopMoTajia OHa.

N Jlenn 3enédoro be3aMojBHA OTBeTHWIAa TaK Xe, Kak H
HoHan:

— OHa HallU1a TO, YTO UCKAJIa: HEOTpaHHYEHHYIO CHITY, XOTS
He Takoi oHa xoTena e€ BuaeTb. Ho TeMa orcTymuna — u
Burtn no6unaces Toro, o 4éM MedTana.

— A a? Wim 310 TOXE COH?

— Ilonymaii 06 3TOM, cecTpa, — JlaroHa BcTajia M BhILILIA.
A-ocTanach TOMbKO MYPJIBIKAIOIIAsA KOLIKA Ha mobsexuieil u
MCNAaYKaHHOH NOPOXHOM KypTKe.

— Jlna Te6s Bcé nerxo, — ckaszana eit Kencu. — Trl Xouelnb
ToJbKO Ge3omacHoro yoexuiua 11 cebg M cBoeif ceMbH. A g
— Yero xe g xouy?

* ¥ %

Cyns mo OCBElEHMIO, CTOSUI paHHUH Bedep, KOIOa OHa
noxuaana JlonuHy, 1 HUKTO He 3aroBopui ¢ Helo. Kasanocs,
€€ CO3HaTEeJIbHO OCTABJISUIM OOHY, YTOORl OHAa pelIWwIa — YTO
peunuia? OHa caMa He 3Haja.

Kencu HanpaBuiach npsMo K KaMHIM — CHHUM Onects-
UM KaMHSM. Tenepb 3aech He JOJDKHO OBITh HU cobak, HH
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BcagHuka. JleBymika Bepwia JlaroHe, KoTopas cKaszaja, YTo
CEroJH: onacaThCs HeYero, M OLICTPO 1IUIa, ITOKA He OKa3ajiach
nepel KaMHSIMHU.

OnHa nogouwia ewe 6/Ke U NojIoXWwia pyKy Ha Kpaif Bpar,
KOTOPbIX He BHENA, H KOTOpble, MOXET OBbITh, 60/Ib1lIe HUKOT-
JIa He OTKpOIoTCH.

— Xogews Ha3an?

OHa B3ApOTHYNA H OIVIAHYJIack. PanoMm c Heil crosn CUMOH
Tperapt. BnepBbie oHa yBHIENA ero 6e3 KOJMbYYTH, B 3€EHOM
omexne xuteneit JlonuHBl, ¢ OOHaXEHHOH rosoBoii, Ge3
HUIeMa.

— A 3T0 BO3MOXHO? — CIIpOCHIA OHA.

OH noxaJ IUIe4aMHu.

— Huxkorna He npo6osain. Ciblialt, 9To rosopat — HeT. Ho
J0Ka3aTeJIbCTB Y MeHsl HeT. ThI Xo4elb Nonpo6osaTs?

OHa nocMoTpea Ha BpaTa, IpeJCTaBWiIa, YTO MOXET HaXo-
IUThCA 332 HUMH. TaM HEKOMY O Heil TpeBOXUTLCA U ropeBaTh,
[la OHa M caMa HHM O KOM TaM He TroploeT.

— 51 He KOJIYHDBA... KAMEHb CJIOMaH, — MeJIEHHO cKa3ajia
ZeBylLIKa.

— 39710 mpaBna. Ho He cTOMT BEpHTb, YTO BCHA CHJIa
3aKimoyeHa B KaMHe. Tl 34ech MoXellb OBJIaAeTh GONMbLIMM,
YyeM AyMaelllb, — M TOJIBKO 3[€eCh.

— 3mech, — OHa IOBEpPHYJACh CIIHHONM KO BpaTaM M
ocMoTpenack. Y3 Kycta ¢ TPOMKHMM MSYyKaHbeM BBICKOYMJIA
KOLIKAa M IpPBITHYlAa IO-OXOTHHYbH Ha KaKoe-TO MeJIKOoe
XHMBOTHOE B TpaBe.

— A mymalo, Mo€ Mecto 3mech, — ckasala Kencu. Ona
clenaja 1iar, BTopoif 1 nobexana Ha3an, B [JouHy.
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